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The California Guided Pathways Project will help 20

California community colleges implement an

integrated, institution-wide approach to student
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success by creating structured educational

experiences that support each student from point of

entry to attainment of high-quality postsecondary

credentials and careers.

VIE W FACT SHEET (/S/CAPATHWAYS -MODEL-DESCRIPTION.PDF )

WHAT ARE GUIDED PATHWAYS ?

Guided pathways reform is a student-centered approach that

can dramatically increase the number of students earning

community college credentials, while closing equity gaps.

Rather than work with a subset of students, guided pathways

are a college-wide undertaking that provides a framework for

integrating California-based initiatives such as SSSP, Equity,

Basic Skills Transformation, the Strong Workforce Program,

and California College Promise.

Guided pathways provide students with clear, educationally

coherent program maps that include specific course

sequences, progress milestones, and program learning

outcomes.

These maps are aligned to knowledge and skills required by

four-year institutions and the labor market, thus ensuring

that students can continue their studies and advance in their

https://www.caguidedpathways.org/s/CAPathways-Model-Description.pdf
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that students can continue their studies and advance in their

careers.

The maps help to simplify

decision-making for students by

providing intentional

opportunities for exploration and

informed choices. Students are

helped from the start to

understand academic and career

options, choose a program of

study, and develop a plan based on

the program maps.

These plans enable colleges to provide predictable schedules,

frequent feedback, and embedded, discipline-specific support

to help students stay on track and complete their programs

more e!ciently.

They also facilitate e"orts by faculty to ensure that students

are building knowledge and skills within and across programs

that will allow them to succeed in further education and on

the job.

VIE W
RESOURCES

(/RESOURCES)

VIE W FAQ (/FAQ)

WHICH COLLEGES ARE  INVOLVED?

https://www.caguidedpathways.org/resources
https://www.caguidedpathways.org/faq
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Through a competitive application process, twenty

Community Colleges were selected to design and implement

structured academic and career pathways for all incoming

students by 2019. Participating colleges include:

American River College (http://www.arc.losrios.edu/)

Butte College (https://www.butte.edu/)

Cabrillo College (http://www.cabrillo.edu/)

College of the Canyons (https://www.canyons.edu/)

Cosumnes River College (https://www.crc.losrios.edu/)

Cha"ey College (http://www.cha"ey.edu/)

Cuyamaca College (http://www.cuyamaca.edu/)

Los Angeles Trade Tech College (http://www.lattc.edu/)

Long Beach City College (https://www.lbcc.edu/)

MiraCosta College (http://www.miracosta.edu/)

Modesto Junior College (https://www.mjc.edu/)

Norco College (http://www.norcocollege.edu/)

Reedley College (http://www.reedleycollege.edu/)

Rio Hondo College (http://www.riohondo.edu/)

Riverside City College (http://www.rcc.edu/)

San Joaquin Delta College

(https://www.deltacollege.edu/)

Santa Ana College (https://www.sac.edu/)

Santa Barbara City College (http://www.sbcc.edu/)

Southwestern College (http://www.swccd.edu/)

Yuba Community College (https://www.yccd.edu/)

IN  THE NE WS
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Long Beach City

College Chosen for New

California Guided

Pathways Initiative

(https://lbpost.com/news/education/2000010752-long-

beach-city-college-chosen-for-new-california-

guided-pathways-initiative)

Three Community Colleges Selected for Statewide

Project

(http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/communities/e

ast-county/sd-se-cuyamaca-goals-20170412-

story.html)

SBCC selected to participate in Guided Pathways Project

(http://SBCC Selected to Participate in Guided Pathways

Project)

Riverside City, Norco Colleges Join E"ort to Get More

Degrees Awarded

(http://www.pe.com/2017/04/17/riverside-city-norco-

colleges-join-e"ort-to-get-more-degrees-awarded/)

WHAT WILL PARTICIPATION ENTAIL?

The California Guided

Pathways Project will run

from 2017-2019.

Colleges will send teams to

six institutes, where they

The institutes will be

held during:

September 2017

November 2017

February 2018

September 2018

https://lbpost.com/news/education/2000010752-long-beach-city-college-chosen-for-new-california-guided-pathways-initiative
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/communities/east-county/sd-se-cuyamaca-goals-20170412-story.html
http://SBCC%20Selected%20to%20Participate%20in%20Guided%20Pathways%20Project
http://www.pe.com/2017/04/17/riverside-city-norco-colleges-join-effort-to-get-more-degrees-awarded/
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six institutes, where they

will receive guidance and

structured time to plan for

campus work to create clear

pathways to high-quality credentials and develop the change

management strategies needed to accomplish this goal.

College teams will be made up of five people including the

president, a faculty leader, and other stakeholders.

Each college will also receive support from a team of

pathways coaches and information on complementary reform

e"orts in California that can help support specific facets of

their work.

Colleges will pay a participation fee of $15,000 per year

($45,000 total) and will cover travel and sta!ng costs to get

their teams to the institutes. Hotel costs and meals at the

institutes will be covered by the project. Colleges may use

funding from Chancellor’s O!ce-led initiatives to underwrite

these costs.

WHO IS LE ADING THE CALIFORNIA
GUIDED PATHWAYS PROJECT ?

The project is a broad-based collaboration designed to adapt

the national AACC Pathways model to California. Under the

fiscal agency of the Foundation for California Community

Colleges, the project draws on the expertise of the American

Association of Community Colleges (AACC), Bakersfield

College, Center for Community College Student Engagement

September 2018

January 2019

September 2019
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College, Center for Community College Student Engagement

(CCCSE), Community College Research Center (CCRC),

National Center for Inquiry & Improvement (NCII), and

WestEd. Additional support will be provided by the Aspen

Institute, Achieving the Dream, Jobs for the Future, and

Public Agenda.

The work is supported by a California-based advisory

committee

(https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/president/projects/ca-

guided-pathways-planning) that includes college

representatives, Academic Senate for California Community

Colleges, Achieving the Dream, California Acceleration

Project, California Community Colleges Chancellor’s O!ce,

California State Universities System O!ce, Campaign for

College Opportunity, Career Ladders Project, Chief Student

Services Administrators Association, Education Results

Partnership, Success Center for California Community

Colleges, Institute for Evidence-Based Change, Institutional

E"ectiveness Partnership Initiative, Legislative Analyst’s

O!ce, and RP Group.

WHO IS FUNDING THE CALIFORNIA
GUIDED PATHWAYS PROJECT ?

The project is funded through generous support by College

Futures Foundation (https://collegefutures.org), the Bill &

Melinda Gates Foundation (http://www.gatesfoundation.org),

the James Irvine Foundation (https://www.irvine.org/), and

https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/president/projects/ca-guided-pathways-planning
https://collegefutures.org/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
https://www.irvine.org/


3/20/18, 5:27 PMCalifornia Guided Pathways Project

Page 8 of 8https://www.caguidedpathways.org/

the Teagle Foundation (http://www.teaglefoundation.org/),

in addition to fees paid by participating colleges.
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