
Vision of Be Archives Association Becomes Reality 


Dr. Randal Beeman, archives director, professor of 
history accepts donation from Tom Thomas, 1959 
student body president. 

The Archives Association-the first systematic 
attempt in the 90 year history of BC to capture and 
preserve the school's history-can look to what we 
have accomplished the last year and a half, and 
especially in the last six months. We can proudly 
say that we have exceeded our goals established 
in our business plan of spring 2002. The facility 
is completely equipped with computer, scanners, 
photocopier, video monitor, and all the necessary 
archival materials for at least two to three more years 
of operations at our present pace. 

Among our recent accomplishments: 
• 	 At least once at week we are receiving donations 

of materials from the staff or community, and we 
are also getting visits and providing information 

to the public at least once or more per week. This is 
the essence of a functioning archive! 

• 	 We have created a first-class facility appropriate to 
our mission of promoting the college and its history 
in the community. As an addition to our classic 
furniture motif, Stinson's donated our fine display 
cabinet. We have also framed a number of classic 
photos for display to the general public and have an 
exquisite plaque ready to order for the front door of 
the facility. 

• 	 As part of the ongoing public relations mission 
of the archives, I am in nearly daily contact with 
members of the public inquiring about our project. 
Several people have visited the facility and have 
made positive comments, including some of our 
contributors. 

• 	 Our web site has been expanding with the additions 
to our catalog and new photos we have scanned. 

Our oral history project continues to expand with 
nearly weekly interviews this spring, under the 
capable direction of our new volunteer coordinator, 
Jerry Ludeke. 

• 	 Work has commenced on a history o~BC under_my____ 
direction. 

• 	 BC Archives is establishing credibility in the 
archives community by becoming members of two 
professional organizations, and funding two future 
training opportunities for the archives director this 
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Alumni Notes 

Noted and Promoted 
By Angelina Saldana, student 
assistant, BC Archives 

Before starting at Bakersfield 
College, Katherine Burke's highest 
education level was the tenth grade. 
She enrolled at BC in 1989 at the 
age of 76, having recently received 
her GED. She did not have any 
specific goals; she just wanted to 
attend some classes and see what 
would happen from there. In 
Katherine's first class, Professor 
James Inskeep's World History 
course, she received the highest 
score in the class. 

Throughout her time at BC, she 
earned mostly As and enjoyed 
all her classes. Katherine's most 
satisfactory moment at BC was 
producing a biography of Margaret 
Mead for a class that Dr. Nancy 
Edwards taught. When the 
assignment was completed, 
Dr. Edwards complimented 
Katherine on a job well done. In 
1993, when Katherine graduated at 

, 80 years young, she was the oldest 
person to have graduated from 
Bakersfield College! 

Katherine commented on how it 
would have been almost impossible 
to attend college if it had not been 
for the community college system. 
By attending BC she was able to 
gain the knowledge and confidence 
to attend a university. 

After BC, Katherine graduated 
from California State University 
Bakersfield, majoring in history 
and taking a minor in English. 
Katherine is taking more classes at 
CSUB, while working on a book 
about Buck Owens. 

Archives Publicity and 

Affiliations 


The BC Archives was featured 
in a lead story in the Eye Street 
Section of The Bakersfield 
Californian this past February, 
which led to additional 
contributions of both funds and 
archival materials. We have also 
had two local news stories air 
on the archives, and a variety 
of researchers use our facility 
already! 

The archive has also been 
mentioned in the magazine of 
the California Council for the 
Promotion of History, and we 
are now members of the Society 
of American Archivists and the 
Society of California Archivists. 

Volunteers needed 
We are seeking volunteers to help 
with oral history transcriptions, 
multimedia projects, event 
planning, and part-time office 
help. Please contact the Archives 
Director at (661)395 -4949, 
or online at: 
rbeeman @bakersfieldcollege.edu 

Great Historical 

Treasures 


We have been uncovering treasures 
of history for our archives throughout 
the BC campus and community. 
Among materials recently contributed 
are photos and course information 
from the nursing program going back 
to the 1940s and a treasure trove of 
playbills, photos, and other materials 
from our theater program going 
back to the 1920s. Special thanks 
to Cindy Collier and Guinevere 
Park-Hall for their contributions, as 
well as the Frank Wattron family 
and the folks in Applied Science 
and Technology, Athletics, Student 
Services, Humanities, and other 
departments that have located archival 
materials for our project. We still seek 
BC photos, letters, class materials, 
and early yearbooks (1913-1924), as 
well as other materials pertinent to the 

Oral History 
Project 

As part of our ongoing effort to 
preserve the past, we are conducting 
interviews, (under the direction 
of Jerry Ludeke, our volunteer 
coordinator), with key members of 
the BC staff, alumni, and community 
members regarding their memories of 
the school. These interviews are being 
transcribed and will be available for 
researchers and anyone else interested 
in the fascinating nuances of BC life. 

We will share quotes and quips 
from our oral history project in 
future newsletters. 

history of BC. ~-------

C. Everett Koop and Dizzy Gillispie, 
two ofmany notable citizens who 
have visited Bakersfield College over 
the years. 

http:bakersfieldcollege.edu

