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BC professor spars with board 
By Anthony B. Ellrodt 

Copy editor 

Bakersfield College may be los
ing a geology professor in June, 
but at the Board or Trustees meet
ing held at the BC Levan Center for 
the Humanities on April 8, students 
stood at the podium to speak on be
half of Natalie Bursztyn. 

Bursztyn was seen crying dw'ing 
the meeting because of the support 
of her students, and the sentiment 
they were showing the board with 
their cormnents. 

"Professor Bursztyn has a reputa
tion for being an unforgettable ge
ology professor," she said. "Is this 
the example that KCCD is setting? 
Is this the lesson they wish us to 
learn? l think not." 

Burs;ctyn is no1 a citizen of 1he 
United States, but of Canada, and 
she has been teaching at BC for the 
last five years under an employer
sponsored work visa and does have 
tenure. The cost of her work visa is 
$2000 annually and, according to 
Bursztyn's comments to tbe board, 
ber situation isn't a new issue. 

sors BC has ever had if the fee is 
not paid. which would force Bursz
tyn to return home. 

"She is a fantastic professor, and 
it will be a huge blow 10 1he col
lege 10 lose such a talent," he said. 
"I hope a resolution can be found 
that will enable her to remain on 
campus and continue doing what 
she loves." 

Rick Brantley, mathematics pro
fessor and van driver for Burszlyn 's 
field trips, said dlll·ing the meeting, 
"It's only $2000, pay the damn 
money." 

Several interruptions were made 
during the public comment session, 
including one from Board Chancel
lor Sandra Serrano. 

spoke about the matter being a per
sonnel issue. 

''We've already received legal 
correspondence about this issue," 
he said. ''This is a personnel matter 
and I strongly recommend that the 
board make no comment or have 
no reaction to this issue at all. ,md 
tl1a.1 it be referred directly to legal 
counsel." 

ln an email received from Bursz
tyn on April 13, she indicated that 
negotiations are underway with the 
district. 

"KCCD called my lawyer on 
Monday [April 12)," she said. 
"Lines of communicat ion have fi
nally opened." 
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Miranda Slaydon, geology major 
at BC, conveyed her feelings re
garding Bursztyn's situation direct
ly to the Kern Community College 
District's board members during 
the public comment session of the 
meeting. 

'This has happened in the past, 
where the board bas been close to 
being late in paying my work visa 
fee," she said. "It's only $2000." 

According 10 Jack Hernandez, 
director of the new Levan Center, 
BC will lose one of the best profes-

"I am not aware of what this par
ticular issue is." said Serrano. How
ever, general counsel Frank Ronich 

According t.o Bursztyn on April 
19, no headway has been made yet 

"Since this morning, I haven't 
heard anything more." 
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BC professor Reggie Williams hugs fell ow 
professor Natalie Bursztyn on April 8. 
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Dangling tea bags hang from the hat of a rally participant during the Tax 
Day protest held at the Liberty Bell on Truxtun Avenue on April 15. 

Tea Party protest 
brings cheers, jeers 

By Mateo M. Melero 
Reporter 

In front of the Liberty Bell on the cor
ner ofTruxlun and Chester avenues at.4:30 
p.m. on April 15, members of the Taxed 
Enough Already Party gathered to express 
and discuss their concerns for the current 
political state of the country. 

Protesters gathered in front of the stage, 
listening to speakers Damon Dunn, Ja.z 
McKay, Inga Barks. John Mackey, Andy 
Vida.k, John Lake and Bill Maze criticize 
the cw-rent Congress and aclminis1rntion 
on political affairs. The crowd cheered to 
points expressed by 1he speakers and sang 
patriotic songs. 

Both supporters and criticizers of the Tea 
Party openly expressed their opinions amid 
the gatl1ering. 

in there for 30, 40. 50 years and we are 
dealing with the same issues we were deal
ing with 30. 40. 50 yea.rs ago. It's always 
health care, education. school, the econo
my; [it 's] the same problems going on." 

"I'm worried our youth will nor have 
the same opportunities that my parents 
had and that I've had. We are l1eavily over
taxed," said Anderson. "The Tea party is 
grassroots, and it's motivated in moving 
people to act. but it isn't designed neces
sarily to take a party role. l11ar is not really 
the intent of the people.'' 

"Obama was change. but the change that 
he brough1· was not what I believe the peo
ple who voted for him expected, and he did 
not reaJly lie about what he was going to 
do. He wasn't completely clear, bul I think 
people heard what tl1ey wanted to hear, and 
he definitely appealed Lo people who were 
in entitlement programs and want to stay in 
entitlement programs." 

People in favor of the current presiden
tial administration were also in att.enclance. 
Standing an1ongst tl1e crowd. they spoke 
their viewpoint of the event. 

I 
I 
I 

"I an1 a Tea Party participant because 
botl1 the Democratic and Republican par
ties are not serving !he constituents well. 
111e waste, tbe fraud, the deals are cost
ing our country's freedoms way too much 
money," said Lisa Anderson, wl10 stood on 
the comer of the two intersecting avenues, 
holding her sign for passing traffic to sec. 

''It is also time to clean up the Congress 
[and] the Senate. Some of them have been 

"[Obama] represents a system of policies 
we desperately needed after the mis-man
agement of the Bush Administration," said 

Please see TEA PARTY, Page 5 
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Protesters and participants of the Tea Party Tax Day Protest cheer speaker Jaz McKay, 1560 KNZR 
radio talk show host, during the rally held at the Liber ty Bell on Truxtun Avenue on April 15. 

Citizens gather for Great American Cleanup and Bakersfield Green Expo 
By Brian N. Willliite 

Reporter 

On April 17, volunteers from Bakersfield gatl1-
ered together in an effort to clean up tl1e city in the 
annual event known as tl1e Great American Clean
up, which took place at Yoku1s Park. 

In conjunction with the GAC this year, tl1e even! 
also featw·ed the Greater Bakersfield Green Expo. 
which showcased local businesses that focus on 
eco-conscious alternatives for daily living. 

Bob Lerude, vice chairman for Keep Bakersfield 
Beautiful, the organization that. coordinated rbe 
GAC, discussed 1he event and what the volunteers 
involved did to clean up Bakersfield. 

"Today, we've got 140 ' hot spots' throughout 
the Bakersfield Metro area where we have people 
plan1ing trees, pulling in flowers, erasing graffili, 
picking up trash and doing all types of that kind 
of work. 

"We're expecting 7.000 people, or about that 
number. to work on these bot spots, and a.round ten 
o'clock, they all come back here to gel a free lunch. 
Theo we're going to have a little awards ceremony 
where we're going to recognize sponsors and we're 
going to give out volunteer of the year awards and 
that type of thing;' said Lerude. 

Lerude also said 1hat GET buses would be as
sisting with transportation to Yokuts Park for large 
groups volunteering with the cleanup around 

town. 
KBB is part of a national organization known 

as Keep America Beautiful, which has affiliates 
in cities across the country that gather annually in 
their hometowns to hosr their own "clean-up'' type 
events. 

According to Lerude, Bakersfield bas had more 
volunteers than any other city for the last three of 
four years with the exception of last year; that title 
went to the city of Philadelphia with over 12,000 
volun1eers. 

Lerucle and Bakersfield City Mayor Harvey Hall, 
who is the head coordinator for the event, hope 10 
regain that honor this year. 

The Green Expo this year had 51 vendors and 50 

student exhibits that focused on recycling and eco
friendly concepts. l11e exhibits consisted of entries 
from 14 different high schools in Bakersfield , ac
cording to Ray Scott. chairman for the Greater Ba
kersfield Green Expo and head coordinator for the 
event. 

Scott spoke about the objectives of the vendors 
involved. 

"TI1ey're displaying the 'green' parts of life, like 
things that you can be doing at your home or office 
to help with renewable energy and recycling, thu1gs 
of that nature," he said. 

One of the vendors in the expo, Jennifer Jordan, 
co-owner of Bakersfield's Greenshops, discussed 

Please see CLEANUP, Page 5 
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BC Foundation hosts Red & White festival 
By Kelly Ardis 
Editor in chief 

Local wine aficionados raised 
their glasses to a good cause at 
Bakersfield College's third an
nual Red & White Wine & Food 
Festival on April 16. The pro
ceeds of the event, which took 
place in the grassy area north of 
Memorial Stadium, went to the 
BC Foundation and to the BC 
culinary arts program. Wine was 
provided by 68 wineries and the 
food was catered by BC culinary 
students. 

The BC Foundation put on the 
event, and donor relations for the 
foundation, Hannah Egland, ex
plained how long they had been 
planning the festival. 

"Mike [Stepanovich, direc
tor of the BC Foundation] starts 
planning at the beginning of the 
year, when he calls all the win
eries," said Egland. "As a hobby, 
Mike is a wine expert, he writes 
a wine column for Bakersfield 
Magazine, he judges wine con
tests , and he has a personal con
nection with the wineries. He 
uses those connections to contact 
them about three months before 
the event." 
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Bakersfield College's third annual Red & White Wine & Food Festival is held in the huddle outside of BC's Memorial Stadium on April 16. 

In its three years, the wine fes
tival has already acquired some 
regular vintner vendors. Carol 
Hinkle of Rio Seco Vineyard and 
Winery in Paso Robles, said her 
winery has been coming to the 
festival since it started. 

of wine. 
"This event gives people a 

chance to talk to winemakers. 
You could try just the cabernets 
and taste 68 wines," Hinkle said. 
"Wine is so complementary to 
food; if you think of dinner and 
a Diet Pepsi or dinner and wine, 
wine is the perfect accompani
ment to food." 

Spain, Germany, to give people 
something different;' said Gilpin. 
"These wines are really planned 
for food, for the table, whereas in 
California, wines are more of a 
cocktail. We want people to try 
wines they wouldn't get to oth
erwise;' 

been a wine fan since he was in 
college and has enjoyed trying 
new wine ever since. 

"We consider it a privilege 
when Mike calls and invites us. 
It's a wonderful community, this 
is one of our favorite events;' 
said Hinkle. "Everyone is appre
ciative, it's a wonderful cause, 
and the culinary students do a 
wonderful job. Bakersfield is our 
backyard, so it 's nice to be able 
to make a connection here." 

In addition to California wines, 
guests were able to try interna
tional wines courtesy of two local 
wine bars, Valentien Restaurant 
and Wine Bar and Imbibe Wine 
and Spirits Merchant. 

According to Egland, this was 
a first for the wine festival. Rich
ard Gilpin, a self-proclaimed 
"wine nerd" from Imbibe, ex
plained why they brought in
ternational wines, including a 
German Riesling and Australian 
Shiraz. 

Many attendees of the wine 
festival were fans of the interna
tional wines. Stephanie Ott, 29, 
and Whitney White, 23, both said 
they loved the German Riesling. 
White described it as "sweet, but 
refreshing." Ott and White at
tended the festival with White 's 
grandmother Barbara Monan 
and Marie McNamee. Ott said 
she has wine preferences, but 
"after the first glass, I'll drink 
anything." 

"I grew up in Florida, where 
they have no concept of wine. I 
started drinking cheap wine in 
college in Georgia, and I thought 
that was wine;' he said. "Then 
I went to Germany as an ex
change student and tried some 
great wines. I brought that back 
to the U.S. I moved to California 
and went to wine country, and I 
fell in love. It's been a long love 
story." 

Guilford said his favorite wine 
at the festival was the Silver Oak 
cabernet. 
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Imbibe co-owner Tamera Dobbs pours wine for Kathleen 
Sullivan and Maryann Lingnau on April 16. 

Rio Seco is a family business, 
according to Hinkle, with "mom, 
dad and kids working the ranch." 
She said it is important for peo
ple to come to events like the 
wine festival not only to support 
local students, but also to learn 
about the tastes and intricacies 

"We're not real picky;' added 
Monan. "It's pretty bad when a 
grandmother drags her grand
daughter to a wine-tasting. But 
it's a very nice party, it always 

"I like a hearty red wine," Guil
ford said. "It was very smooth, 
velvety and had a strong earthy 
flavor without being dirty;' 

Valley and Alexander Valley, that 
their wine was the best. 

"It's very humbling to hear that. 

everyone has a Silver Oak story, 
because everyone's been drink
ing it for so long;' 

"We knew there would be a lot 
of California wines here, so we 
brought some wine from around 
the world, from Italy, Argentina, 

is.'' 
Carl Guilford, 54, said he's 

Guilford was not the only one 
claiming a Silver Oak wine as 
his favorite. 

Several attendees told Scott 
Thompson of Silver Oak Cellars, 
which has wineries in both Napa 

Silver Oak is very well known in 
the community, and it's been the 
number one cabernet in the U.S. 
for 20 years;' said Thompson. 
"It's a very well known wine and 
people love it. The cool thing is 

Nicole Almengor, 23, enjoyed 
her time at the Red & White 
Wine & Food Festival. 

"It was nice. I would come 
back;' she said. "It was worth 
the money." 

Bakersfield College 
Student Government Association Presents ... 

Mission 
~t/1/}f TI1e Renegade Pantry is committed to serving the 
Bakersfield student body by providing food for students in need. 
co11eged 
Rene9~ 
pantrY~ About the Pantry 

In 2009, with massive budget cuts to California Community College special
needs programs, the Student Government Association at Bakersfield College 
saw a growing need among students on campus. To quote a student, "If you're 
worried about what you're gonna eat for dinner, then you can't think about the 
math test you 're gonna take the next day." SGA determined that a food bank 
was needed to serve the needs of the students. Over the winter break, SGA 
organized The Renegade Pantry. The Pantry's main goal is to help maintain the 
health and welfare of Bakersfield College students through organized college 
and community sponsorships and donations of nonperishable food items. 

What is provided? 
Students have a choice of canned vegetables, fruits, soup, pasta, rice, and 
cereal. In addition, other items will be provided as they become available such 
as: macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, canned tuna, pre-packaged meals, and 
hygiene products. Food offerings depend on budget restrictions and availability 
of products. 

How does it work? 
Students are asked to come to the Student Activities Office (Campus Center 4) 
with their Bakersfield College IDs to sign up for services. At that time students 
will choose from a list of available goods and be given a designated pick-up 
date. 

What is the procedure for getting the food? 

Students in need must come to the Student Government Office, located in 
Campus Center 4 , to sign up prior to any of the distribution dates. This will 
ensure that the student receives the appropriate amount of self-selected food. 
Family size will be taken into consideration 

Vision 
Eliminating Hunger One Student at a Time. 
Food donations can be made at Campus Center 4. 

201 O Distribution Dates 

The following dates are for pick-up only: April 22, May 6 & 27, June 10 & 24. 
Hours are from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and from 4 p.m. to 6 p .m. 

SGA summer hours are subject to change and will be posted on the 
Bakersfield College SGA Facebook page and SGA website by May 14, 2010. 
Please feel free to contact The Renegade Pantry Director for more information 
on how you can contribute to The Renegade Pantry 's mission. 

What is the procedure for connecting with the 
Renegade Pantry? 
You can connect with the Renegade Pantry on Facebook at: www.facebook. 
com/BakersfieldCollege or in the SGA office, located in Campus Center 4 . 

What you can do to help ... 
Business Partnerships: Organizations that can provide regular needed 
donations can help improve our services to the students a great deal. We will 
accept non-perishable food items, personal care items, along with monetary 
donations. The Renegade Pantry is a Non Profit Organization. All 
monetary donations are tax-deductible. Checks should be made payable to 
the Renegade Pantry and mailed or dropped off at : "The Renegade Pantry" 
c/o Student Activities Office, 1801 Panorama Drive, Bakersfield CA 93305. 
Individuals can donate using the above described procedures. 

Who is eligible? 
Any currently registered student in need of food . No student will be turned 
away. 
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Minter Field Fly-in 
showcases aircraft 

By Katie Avery 
Opinions editor 

An estimated 2,000 to 2 ,500 
people, and over 80 aircraft, 
gathered at Shafter Airp<>rt on 
April 17 for the Minter Field 
Fly-in, an annual event. featuring 
flying machines of all kinds. 

According to the Minter F ield 
Air Museum website, the 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. fly-in consisted of a 
showcase of aircraft from all over 
California, a pancake breakfast, 
plane tides, vaiious vendors and 
a Missing Man formation fly by. 

Rides were available for pm
chase in BT-13 training planes, 
a WWII Steai1nan bi-plane, and 
an antique 1929 bi-plane, the 
oldest air craft visiting the fly
in. Proceeds from these rides 
and the event went to supp<>rt the 
nonprofit museum to help fund 
various projects they are work
ing on. 

Retired Major General Jim 
Whitehead, Chairman of The 
MFAM, said this yeai·'s fly-in 
is different from the air shows 
of the past. " [For an air show,] 
we have to close the field and the 
FAA [Federal Aviation Admin
istration] g ives us the airspace 
to fly in. It's controlled; no one 
can enter unless they are permit.
t.ed to come in from a tower. It. is 
a very fo1mal show where there 
is a schedule of events." For the 
fly-in he said, " the airspace is 
open, anybody can fly in when 
they want and anybody can take 
off when they want." 

Dave and Joanne Taylor, fans 
of the Mint.er Field air shows 
have been coming for many 
years. "I like the vintage air
planes from the '40s and ' 50s," 
Dave said. They also mentioned 
that they will most likely be back 
next yeai· to supp01t the air show 
and Minter F ield. 

According to Whitehead, they 
were unable to do the full air 
show this year because it was not 
cost. effective in this economy. 

In using the more loosely based 
fly-in format, they were able to 
charge less for the event.. "Peo
ple can come to this show with 
their family and pay less than 
the movies," he said. "The way 
the economy is today, I think we 
appeal to the public, give them a 
great day of ente11ainment at a 
good price." 

The MFAM began these air 
shows in 1990 to celebrate the 
history of Minter F ield and avia
tion in Kem County, said White
head. The field was built. in 1941 
to train pilots for WWII and, dur
ing that time, the field graduated 
over 11 ,000 pilots. " We have 
a special history . . . [we] need 
to be proud of this place for its 
cont:Iibutions to WWII and after 
WWII," he said. "I'm proud the 
museum exists as it does t.oday 
and what it. does and contributes 
to the community." 

"I'm extremely fortunatetobea 
part of this," said Steve Manning, 
member of the MFAM. When 
talking about the history of 
Minter field and its role through
out the last century, he said, "As 
aviation history goes, we're tight 
on the front page." 

At noon, the 8051.h Navion 
Squadron, led by David Swett, 
48, flew around the area in 
the Missing Man formation in 
memory of Bakersfield aviator 
Al Goss who died recently in 
a plane accident. According to 
Swett, the Navion Squadron was 
asked to lead the formation last 
minute because the pilots who 
flew T-6 planes, the same plane 
that Goss himself flew, did not 
show up to the event. 

Swett mentioned thatthe Miss
ing Man formation was a "tra
dition that was born out of the 
days when there weren't radios." 
Pilots would fly in fonnation to 
signal to those on the grow1d 
who survived the mission. "They 
would know how many people 
didn't make it back from the 
holes in the fo1mation," he said. 

Woolworth 
offers food 
and antiques 

Denise M. Gonzalez 
Reporter 

Stumbling up<>n a vintage t:1·easw·e t:1·ove with 
reasonable p1ices is an anomaly in downtown Ba
kersfield thrift and antique stores. During these 
economic times, however, Bakersfield residents 
have the opp<>rtunit.y to shop in their town's local 
second-hand shops for necessities. 

There are many challenges, ac
cording to Swett, when perform
ing the Missing Man fo1mat.ion 
at an open fly-in like this. " You 
have to be very precise with yow· 
flying and you have to t:Iust the 
people you're with absolutely. 
It's just really challenging to do 
well;' he said. 

Kurt Yo ung, the pilot who per
formed the role of the Missing 
Man in the formation, said it was 
a great honor because " you are 
representing someone who didn' t. 
come back from a mission." 

Pilot Ron Maitin, 61, brought 
his '47 Stinson Voyager to the 
show from his hangai· that he 
keeps locally in Minter Field. He 
has been flying since he was 17 
and said he has always been inter
ested in airplanes. "We couldn't 
afford a real airplane so we built 
models," he said. The best part 
about flying according to Marlin 
was "you see things you don't 
get to see from the ground. You 
get up and it's a whole different 
perspective." 

In addition to his hangar in 
Shafter, Mai·tin said he has a 
hangai· in 'Iehachapi where he 
keeps gliders and sail planes. He 
said he likes coming to the Mint
er F ield air shows and fly-ins be
cause it. is like the kickoff for all 
the air shows in the season. 

"It's a slice of Americana," 
said pilot Jolie Lucas, 48, about 
the fly-in. "This is a wonder
ful air show. It allows people to 
come and get close to airplanes." 
Lucas and her husband flew their 
Mooney Airplanes from their 
home in Santa Maiia with eight 
other Mooney brand owners on 
behalf of the Mooney Ambassa
dors group. 

"I grew up flying with my fa
ther; he was a trainer in WWII. 
We grew up having an airplane 
and so he instilled the love of 
aviation," she said. When asked 
how it feels to fly she said, "It 's 
a thrill you can' t duplicate." She 
purchased her plane, Maggie, for 

One of the oldest antique stores in town re
opened their old-fashioned style diner in t.he F ive 
and Dime Antique Mall in the old Woolworth 
building downtown located at 1400 19'" St. 

Jeremy Trammell is now the person in chai·ge 
of the ' 50s style diner. 

"I have six yeai-s in the restaurant business here 
in Bakersfield and in Los Angeles," said Tram
mell. "We opened our diner just two weeks ago 
and are expecting a great turnout.." 
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Gail Russell looks at some of the antique 
figurines offered for sale at Woolworth 
located on 19th Street on April 15. 

After years of bad ownership with previous 
diner managing, Trammell and brother Joseph 
Trammel] are taking the time and thought. to make 
this diner a great place for all to enjoy. 

Woolworth's Diner includes an old-fashioned 
' 50s theme with the styles of cuisine to follow. 
The menu includes burgers, a mix of cold and hot 
sandwiches, numerous flavo1-s of floats and their 
famous soda fountain. 

"At this point, the antique store attracts itself 
and that is how our diner gets the attention," said 
Trammell. "I plan to attract the downtown busi
ness employees since we are a lunch cafe. I also 
plan to spread the word out. to the community by 
promotional coupons, fliers and announcing the 
new ownership." 

The first Woolworth store was built in 1879 in 
Wilmington , Delaware. It was not until 1935 when 
23 more stores were built throughout the United 
States. Tlu·oughout a long pe1iod of time, most of 
the Woolworth buildings have been utilized and 
t:1·ansfo1med into new businesses, including the 
California Fashion Mall in Burningham, Ala ., a 
House of Blues in Cleveland, the Oxnard Experi
Mental Cafe. Some are used for condos, furniture 
and hardware store and some have stayed as re
worked original Woolworth buildings. 

The Bakersfield Woolworth was built in 1939 
and opened it.s doors on December 1994, owned 
by S.W. Woolworth. This building houses the 
Five and Dime Antique Mall that includes four 

floors of thrift. and antiques items and their fa
mo us old-fashioned styled diner. The building is 
now owned by Mark and Linda Sheffield. 

Evelyn Meniman is the cwTent manager with a 
background in retail. 

"We have 55,000 square feet of floor space," 
said Meniman. "The way the antique mall works 
is by renting spaces out to individuals who ai·e 
interested to sell theu· antiques. We currently have 
115 venders and they rent the floor space by the 
square foot " 

Venders then choose and pay for their space to 
showcase and sell their own personal thrift and 
antiques or bought items from estate sells. The 
venders mark their items t.o their prefelTed pric
ing. 

" I think the secondai·y market, antique shops, is 
the answer for customers who want to buy qual
ity things at reduced prices," said Meniman. "The 
quality of vintage fwnitw·e of yeai·s ago is better 
than it is now, I believe." 

The current owners, Mark and Linda Sheffield, 
plan to keep the Woolworth building open and 
keep its tradition of selling second-hand items to 
individuals . 

Claire Hale is an employee at Woolwor1h and 
a BC student. 

" I absolutely love working at Woolworth," said 
Hale. " I en joy meeting the customers that go in be
cause they teach me so much about antique items 
they ai·e looking for. I st:1·ongly encourage young 
college students to go in and shop at second-hand 
shops for vintage clothing and fumitw·e." 
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Pilot Mark Klein of Monterey taxis his restored BT-13 at the 2010 Minter Field Fly-In on 
April 17. The aircraft was assigned to flight training operations at Minter Field in 1945. 

about $40,000. "So for the price 
of a SlN you could be flying," 
she said. 

"I love the old nostalgic mu
sic," said attendee Crystal Mc
Cloud. McCloud and her family 
ai"Iived ai·ound noon and sat in 
p011able chairs by the mnway to 
watch the planes going by. They 
said they liked that they were 
honoring Al Goss, and they re
membered that they saw him at 
the last air show. 

McCloud also said she likes 
to see the old biplanes because 
they're so slow, and it's hai·d to 
see how they ai·e still able to get 
off the ground. Her husband, 
Ken McCloud said, "They keep 
Minter Field's history alive here. 
It 's a gorgeous day." 

In addition to pilots and peo
ple, there were about 20 vendor 
booths set up selling everything 
from snacks t.o sunscreen to cars. 
Among the vendors, there was 
a family of aviation enthusiasts 
who were selling books they 
have collected throughout the 
yeai·s regarding wai·, aviation and 
histo1y. According to Dorothy 
McAllister, 72, who was running 
the booth, "it's history that you 
really don't get. now." She began 
collecting books with her son 
while he was in the marines. A 
few years ago she began attend
ing air shows to sell the various 
books they have collected. When 
asked why she preferred wai· re-
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Four North American Aviation "Navion" aircraft of the 
805th Navion Squadron perform a show pass over the 
2010 Minter Field Fly-In on April 17. The group later 
performed a M1ssing Man in honor of the late Al Goss. 

lated books she said, "I like to 
get books that have this type of 
history." 

"It. was a good. turnout.," said 
Minter Field public relations di
rector Dean Craun. He said they 
got over 80 planes t.o come in and 
estimated about. 2 ,000 people. 
"We're really happy with how it 
twnedout." 

The Minter Field Air Museum, 
also open to the public dwing 
the event, holds vai·ying ai·tifacts 
from WWI through Vietnam. 
Most aitifacts ai·e donated from 
local families and war veterans. 
Also, records of trainees, in-

stmctors and staff ai·e kept in the 
computer files, and handmade 
models of airplanes ai·e displayed 
throughout. the museum. 

The MFAF is open to the pub
Uc on Fridays and Saturdays 10 
a .m. t.o 4 p.m. or by app<>int
ment. 

For more information about 
the museum, go to minterfield
ainnuseum.com. "The histo1y 
is here, without a museum such 
as this many of the youth today, 
and adults, would never know 
the histo1y of Minter F ield, of 
Kern County, so that's why we're 
here," Whitehead said. 

South Valley residents wrestle 
for Bakersfield high schools 

By Anthony B. Ellrodt 
Copy editor 

More than 300 people at
tended the eighth annual Ryan 
Sheets South Valley Arm Wres
tling tournament held at the Nor
ris Veterans Center on April 10 in 
Bakersfield. 

Several national and world
class arm wrestlers competed 
in the to urnament including 
26-time world champion Allen 
F isher and national title-holder 
Brandon Dye. 

The invitational averages about 
$10,000 which is then donated 
to high school full-body wres
tling teams across Bakersfield 
in memory of Sheets. Sheets 
suffered a neck injury during a 
wrestling mat.ch and later died 
from the injury t.hat. was wors
ened by a car accident.. 

Rick Stoltz, Bake1-sfield resi
dent and aim wrestling enthu
siast, was happy that the money 
goes to local high schools. 

"This is awesome. I've been 
here before, but I never knew the 
money was donated to local high 
schools," he said. 'Tm definitely 
going to be supporting this tour
nament from now on." 

Georgia Yale, Sacramento res
ident, attended the tournament to 
supp<>rt f1iends who were com
peting. 

"It's so much fun, and the fact 
that the money goes to local high 
schools makes it even better," she 
said. "I spend as much money as 
I can simply because I know it 
goes to a good cause." 

During the to urnament half
time break, New England Pa
t.riots guard Stephen Neal, who 
wrestled forCal State Bakersfield 
and didn't play football, took the 
microphone and sp<>ke on behalf 
of the CSUB sp<>rts cuts. 

"We're planning several events 
to t:Iy and save the sports pro
grams at CSUB," he said. "We're 
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Head referee Alvin Sheets ( center) starts a bout between 
Matt Gonzales (left) and Jesse Mize at the Ryan Sheets 
Memorial South Valley Arm Wrestling Championships 
held at the Norris Road Veteran's Center on April 10. 

going t.o win this fight and a!J we 
need is your help. Anything you 
can do will be greatly appreci
ated." 

After Neal finished signing au
tographs and taking pictmes with 
fans, he conveyed how much was 
still needed to save the CSUB 
spo11s prograins. 

"$1.4 million is needed to 
fund men's and women's golf, 
women's tennis and wrestling all 
for two years," he said. "We have 
until May 21 to raise the money, 
and we've raised about$300,000 
so far." 

When the townament re
sumed, several people were 
eliminated that were expected to 
win. Dye, who's 23 and has been 
t:Iying to defeat Fisher since the 
age of 18, finally succeeded dw·
ing the qualifying matches. 

" I drove 12 hours from Port
land t.o be here, and it felt really 
good to finally beat. F isher," he 
said. " I've been trying to beat 
him for five years, and he gave 
me kudos, said I felt really 
strong." 

Dye is cmTently serving in the 
U.S. Air Force and is stationed at 
Kingsley Air Force Base in Port
land. 

The final match of the tow·na
ment came down to Dye and Jer-
1y Cadorette, who is also known 
as "The Beast." 

Cadorette competed in the su
per heavyweight division , and 
although he ended up with the 
overall win, it wasn' t. an easy 
victory. 

Blake Thompson, Bakersfield 
resident, commented on the final 
match with a slow exhale . 

"I thought for sure Jeny was 
going to just flip and end it, I 
mean he's huge," he said. "But I 
have a new respect for Brandon, 
he fought him, didn't give up." 

Those interested in more infor
mation regarding the tournament 
can visit www.calarmwrestJing. 
org and for those interested in 
learning more about donating to 
the CSUB spo1ts programs, you 
can click the How Can I Help 
link located at www.savebakers
fieldwrestling.com. 
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Krishna followers at BC 
By Brian N. Willhite 

Reporter 

On April 12, the Bakersfield Col
lege campus was visited by 11·aveling 
Hare Krishna devotees looking to 
spread their message to anyone in
terested. 

"We 're here at Bakersfield College 
meeting the students and professors, 
sharing the spirituality of India, like 
a mission I guess you would call it," 
said Zeke Berger, who prefers to go 
by his spiritual name, Gauranga Das, 
given to him by his gum. 

"Bhagavad means 'God' or the 
possessor of aJI opulence and Gita 
means 'song.' So the book's called, 
'The Song of God.' This is a book 
that's kind of like the Bible of In
dia." 

Das briefly outlined the Hare 
Kiishna teachings and the meaning 
of Kt·ishna. 

Debaters argue and play 

Das and his three other compan
ions have been traveling to differ
ent schools in their RV in an effo1t 
to share their message with those 
looking for an alternative Point of 
view. They were previously visiting 
Fresno City College before coming 
to BC. 

"The basic principle is that the 
original teachings of India share that 
real life means that we're not the 
changing body, but the soul. That the 
body may be changing from child
hood to adult. to old age, but who we 
are as a person, essentially the con
sciousness, canies on after death. 
And according to our consciousness 
and activities, at the exact moment 
of death will dete1mine our next life, 
like reincarnation, and karma is pait 
of reincarnation. Karma means, ba
sically, what we do has a reactfon. 
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James Whitten (left) and 
Anandagopal Das discuss 
religious philosophies outside 
the Bakersfield College library 
April 13. 

on campus, though. Their intentions 
were only to introduce themselves to 
students and discuss their philoso
phies. Above: High school debate students from around California wait 

for their next debate round to begin in a hallway of the Science 
and Engineering building at Bakersfield College on April 16. 
The BC communication department hosted the California High 
School Speech Association's annual state tournament in an effort 
to raise awareness about the speech and debate community. 

According to Das, most students 
that they have sp0ken with have 
been willing to listen to what. they 
have to say. 

"We're happy to meet the students 
and generally people are open to the 
ideas," said Das. 

"We meet a few people, maybe 
one out of every 10 or 15, that say 
they're Chrisrians and don' t. want to 
explore other spiritualities, which is 
OK. We're kind of ny ing to show 
the universal spiritual applicat.ion of 
these teachings but if certain people 
have certa in faiths, we're not trying 
to convert people. Mainly we're lly
ing to inspire people to look deeper 
into what life's about and be more 
intt·ospective." 

"We have a relat.ionship with the 
supreme conscious person in San
slTit, the name for God is Krishna. 
Kt·ishna means all attractive," said 
Das. 

Followers of the Hare Ki·ishna 
movement ai·e well known for their 
public displays and musical pe1for
mances. Das explained the meaning 
behind those presentations and what 
they do. 

"We're just meeting with the peo
ple one~on-one, we were unprepared 
with our ins11·uments and every
thing," Das said. 

Das funher explained that their 
travels are as much about their own 
spiritual experiences as it is about 
spreading their message to others. 

Below: Students play a game of Hackey Sack between debate 
rounds April 16. 
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"Usually, we do public demon
s11-arions with musical instruments 
and singing 'Hare Krishna' and glo
rifying His Holy names and danc
ing," he said. 

Das and his companions were 
handing out literature that detailed 
their relig ious beliefs to anyone who 
wanted to learn more. They also 
asked for a donation in any amount 
from students, too. Das said that the 
donat.ions help cover the printing 
and travel costs, but if a student is 
not able to donate, it's OK. 

"The self-discovery is to realize 
that our llue spiritual nature, our 
personality, our eternal fo1m and 
realize our loving relationship with 
the supreme personality of God -
of Kiishna," said Das who began to 
chant a sample of what they sing. 

"The main way we do that is chant
ing: Hare Krishna/ Hare Krishna/ 
Kt·ishna Krishna/ Hare Hare ... those 
are names of God, and according to 
most. n-aditions and the teachings of 
India, God's name is non-different 
from His personality, so all the p0w
ers of God are there when you say 
God's Holy name. So the main way 
that we connect with God in these 
times is to glo1ify Him by singing 
His Holy name." 

"Whether we think we're already 
religious or think we're philosophi
cal or spiritual, we can all usually in
crease our spiritual expe1ience," Das 
said. "We're also doing it for our 
own spiiitual expe1ience. We 're out 
here meeting people . We have to talk 
about ideas and it makes us get con
templative about our own existence 
and try to be instrumental ultimately 
in God's hands to help ourselves 
and help others achieve the goal of 
life, which is to revive our original , 
do1mant relationship with God, or 
Kiishna." 

According to Patti Rapp, an ad
ministrative assistant in the student 
activities office, campus visitors 
must check in and have any literature 
approved before it can be presented 
to the student. body. The process is 
not meant to censor but make the 
school aware of what is on campus. 

"The main books we pass are titled 
'The Journey of SelfDiscove1y' and 
'The Science of Self-Realization,"' 
said Das. 

They are also passing out a book 
titled "The Bhagavad Gita." 

'"The Bhagavad Gita' is Sanskrit 
literature," said Das, who added, Das and the others did not perform 

Das did not get permission from 
BC before meeting with the students 
on campus. 

Employers to attend BC Career Day 
By Michael Wafford 

Reporter 
Employers will include Bakersfield Memorial 

Hospital, Ftito-Lay, Account Con11·ol Technology, 
the California Deparllnent of Water Resources and 
Kem County Probation, among others. On April 28, students will have an oppo11unity to 

meet and greet employers at the Bakersfield Col
lege Career Day. Career Day will be held in the 
campus center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Denise Crawford of Job Placement said, "Stu
dents should come prepared for career day and 
tt·eat it like the opportunity it is." 

According to Antonio Alfaro of Job Placement, 
there will be around 50 employers present. The em
ployers will be from various fields including indus
n·ial technology, nursing, and coITections. 

Employers in att.endance are down from the 100 
to 150 employers present dming previous yeai·s. 
Alfaro said this is a result of the CUITent economic 
climate. 

Crawford said bringing resumes, dressing ap
propriately, intrnducing yourself to employers, and 
calling an employer a few days after meeting them 
will help students stand out from the crowd. 

Alfaro said students can prepare for career day 
by coming to Job Placement. where they can assist. 
students with resumes, help them reseai·ch jobs, 
and go through mock interviews. 

Basketball teams shoot for charity 
By Vincent Perez 

News editor 

At the Gil Bishop S po1ts Center 
on Ap1il 15, both of the Bakers
field College men's and women's 
basketball teams participated in 
a fundraiser competition called 
166 Miles that involved basket
ball teams from CeITo Coso and 
Porterville College. The event 
raised $415 for the Boys & Girls 
Club in Bakersfield, according 
to Maiy Jane Johnson, schedul
ing technician for the Office of 
Academic Affairs. 

The event was the result of a 
project by one of the group's 
from the Kern Community Col
lege leadership academy. John
son was part of the group. 

Porterville won the event, 
while BC's teams came in sec
ond. Johnson explained what the 
most. imp0rtant factors were. 

"The money is not that imp0r
tant - it's about getting the kids 
together, so that they have a good 
time and giving them some sense 
of helping a community. That's 
what I hope is generated from 
it." 

However, she added, " It gives 
the Boys & Girls Club, who suf
fered a 60 percent drop in theu· 
funds, some extra money to work 
with." 

B1ian Tully, a systems analyst 
and programmer of the KCCD 
and pait of the leadership group, 

explained where the idea for the 
event came from. 

"This idea came about as pait 
of a program of the leadership of 
the KCCD. The idea was to come 
up with something that would 
expand over all tlu·ee campuses." 

Tully talked about his expecta
tions from the event. 

"I hope the Boys & Girls Club 
get. a chunk of cash that. they 
didn't have to do anything for. 
I'm hoping that the players get 
to feel that they have done some
thing for their community." 

Tully added about how the 
event would impact the BC cam
pus. "The campus gets the noto-
1iety of being able to supp011 the 
Boys & GiI·ls Club just by hav
ing theiT basketba11 players prac
tice one afternoon." 

BC men's basketball coach 
Rich Hughes said that he had 
six returning players parricipat.e: 
Cooper Dameron, John Baird, 
Daniel Womack, Stevie Howard, 
Bait Dandridge and faic Oros. 

"This is more helping out the 
community," Hughes said. "They 
approached 1ight when the bas
ketball season was about over. 
Both Paula [Dahl, BC women's 
basketball coach] and I were ex
cited to raise money for the Boys 
and Girls Club." 

Hughes added that the BC 
players would "just shoot and 
have some fun - no pressure." 

Po11erville's men's and wom-
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Bakersfield College's 
Kaileigh Christensan 
attempts a layup before 
the 166 Miles fundraiser in 
BC's gym April 15. 

en's paiticipated, along with 
CeITo Coso's women's basket
ball team. According to Tully, 
the men's basketba11 team at Cer
ro Coso is no longer functioning 
due to the budget cuts and to 
help the shon-handed women's 
basketball team and the Cerro 
Coso baseball team helped the 
women's team. 

Howard, a BC freshman guai·d, 
talked about how he enjoyed the 
fundraising event. 

"It was fun. Anything for the 
kids." 
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Students gather at the Wylie and May Louise Jones Gallery in the Grace Van Dyke 
Bird Library to view art created by Bakersfield College art students April 8. 

BC artists showcase work 
By Jofel Tolosa 

Photographer 

After displaying an atTay of artistic expressions 
for the yeai· 2010, the Wylie and May Louise 
Jones Galle1y presented the Bakersfield College 
Alt Student Exhibit. The exhibit is a celebration 
of wo1:k by BC students, and the exhibit opened 
with a reception for the aitists April 8. 

Artwork ranges from sculpture, photography, 
painting and drawing. The gallery is located in 
the Grace Van Dyke Bird Library. 

David Koeth, the chair of the art. department., 
said, "The exhibit has been a long tradition, we've 
done it for a long time." 

Both faculty and students pulled together to put 
up the exhibit. The students did their part by mak
ing the ai·t, while the teachers set up the schedules 
and the Posters advertising the event. Along with 
their other duties, the faculty had to find some
body to judge the ai1work. 

Ramone Munos, professor of art. at the Art Cen
ter College of Design in Pasadena, was chosen to 
judge this year's exhibition. Out. of the 200 pieces 
entered in the competition, the judge selected 70. 

Jannet Perez, a sophomore at BC, had two 
of her pieces selected. It took her roughly three 
hours to finish her sketches. 

"I would say this semester I stuted to take ait 
se1iously," she said. " I like photography, I also 
like taking pictures." 

Many students agreed that they love the ait pro
gram. Classrooms aren't filled like other classes. 
They felt like they had a lot of time to talk with 
the teacher, instead of competing for attention 
like in a general education class. 

Debbie Nava-Konhonen, an art. major with a 
focus on painting, said, "I really love the art pro
gram here at BC. There are a lot of great instruc
tors and a lot of nice students ." She indicated that 
her paintings were inspired by Paul Cezanne. He 
was a painter who did many still-life pieces of 
things such as fruit and skulls. 

Steven Garret, also an rut major, had two of his 
acrylic pieces chosen. His work that was selected 
is called, "Albe11, and The Demise of an Educa
tional System." 

"I've taken most. of my classes with Laura 
Borneman. She really taught me a lot and just let 
me go crazy," Garrett said. 

Oni Aboyt.e is a sophomore that had three piec
es of her art.work chosen in the exhibit. She is an 
art major and her specialty is photography. The 
inspiI-ations for her pieces ai·e called "Home-less," 
"Out The Back Door" and "Out of Business." 

"I pretty much like the old and mn down look," 
she said. She hopes to tI-ansfer to Brooke's Insti
tute after finishing up a few more classes at BC. 

Greg Chamberlain, president of BC, showed 
supp0rt by au.ending as well. 

"I really make an effort to get to whatever BC 
event I can, such as plays and concerts," he said. 

Chamberlain noted that there's a lot of variety 
of art displayed, which also proves the diversity 
and scope of the art. department.. "I came to t:he 
show last yeai·, and I really love the students' 
ait." 

The Bakersfield College Alt Student Exhibit 
will continue to display students' ai1 until May 
5. The gallery will be open from l p.m. to 7 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday. 


