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BC's E-Waste 
provides help 
with disposal 
of electronics 

By James Licea 
Reporter 

Bakersfield College partnered with Neil 
Agness' E-Waste Recycling to hold the 
first electronic waste-recycling event on 
campus Sept. 24-25. Businesses along 
with residents were encouraged to drop off 
any electronics, whether tJ1ey were broken 
or not, for no charge. This process is ideal 
to keep these items out of landfills. 

The event was held on the corner of Ha
ley and University at the southwest park
ing lot. According to Amber Chiang, BC 
director of marketing and public relations, 
all e-waste must now be recycled since a 
California State Law that was passed in 
2006. 

"Consumer electronics contain low lev
els of hazardous metals that can contami
nate soil and water," she said. 

Chiang also shared that most American 
households are not disposing of tJ1eir elec
tronic items properly and that it is "one of 
the fastest growing segments of our na
tion's waste stream." 

Many items that were discarded previ
ously ended up in illegal landfills in vari
ous countries. According to Agness, the 
items that were recycled at BC will be 
processed at Alianz.a Recycling in Bakers
field. 

The turnout for the event was more than 
Agness expected; several different com
panies came to discard their electronic 
materials. Some companies included 
Vineland School District, Rain for Rent, 
CalPortland Mojave and Richland School 
district Truckloads of items were brought 
in at a time. Some companies bad been 
storing their electronic equipment for over 
20 years. 

Around 23 pallels were filled on Fri-

Please see E-WASTE, Page 4 
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Jesus Garcia recycles his old and 
used electronics at BC on Sept. 24. 
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Volkslauf returns to Bakersfield 

By Breanna Gray 
Reporter 

On the morning of Oct. 2, in a 
dirr field in what seemed like the 
middle of nowhere, 2,400 competi
tors prepared for the 14th Volkslauf 
ultimate challenge mud run. 

Bakersfield College freshman 
Tracey W,men, completing his third 
Volkslauf, finished first in the 5-ki
lometer event. 

Volkslauf. which raises funds for 
charity, also had a lOk challenge. 

In just over 20 minutes from the 
staiting time, Wairen was wrapping 
up the end of the course as on-look
ers watched as he climbed over bars 
and dived into a muddy trench only 
10 climb out the other side, wrap
ping both his arms and legs ai·ound 
the rope to pull himself out of the 
pit. 

Exhausted and reaching for ropes 
to help himself out of the n·ench, 

Warren made it over the last hill and 
nirned in his timing chip that was 
given to him at regisn-ation. 

After finishing the three-mile run 
in 31 minutes and having the mud 
spf'.:1.yed otr of him from the fire 
hoses, the BC swimmer and fast 
competitor to cross the finish line 
said that the challenge was exhaust
ing. 

"The hardest part was defmitely 
the mud trench; 1 couldn't move in 
that thing;' said Warren. 

The tlu·ill of competition moti
vates him to keep coming back and 
participate in the rw1. 

He said, "I love the competition, 
being able to push through the pain, 
and trying to do my best. I'm so 
excited! I didn 't expect this at all. I 
just came out to run and have fun, 
but I just caught the runner and then 
that was it." 

The rooming had begun with 
competitors ranging form high-
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energy, Amazon-face-painted team 
seeming their shoes to their legs 
with duct tape and giving each other 
nibal names, to the focused and ex
perienced athletes warming up with 
pre-race stretches. The anticipation 
continued to grow as the day grew 
hotter and the start time pushed 
back further by an hour due to park
ing congestion. 

For 12 years, Volkslauf was held 
across from Lerdo Penitentiary but 
was moved to Wings Way across 
from Meadows Field Airf.)011 due 
to the expansion of Lerdo's facility 
and end of Volkslauf's contract. The 
Bakersfield Volkslauf is organized 
by the Marine Core League and was 
originalJy started to raise money for 
Toys for Tots, but now con1ributes 
to many different charities. 

Retired Marines built the high 
walls, deep water filled 1renches, 
dusty trails and steep dirt hills 

Please see VOLKSLAUF, Page 4 

Top left: 
Participants of 
the 14th Volkslauf 
mud run work 
their way toward 
the top of the Chu 
Lai obstacle north 
of Bakersfield on 
Oct. 2. 
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Bottom right: 
Bakersfield CoUege 
freshman Tracey 
Warren crests the 
final hiU as he 
makes his way to 
first place, winning 
the Sk chaUenge, 
Oct. 2. 
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Special fair features 
on pages 6 and 7 
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An overview look of the Kem County Fair, highlighting the night's neon landscape Oct. 3. 

Renegades lose to top-ranked Mt. SAC 
By Michael Morrow 

Video Production Editor 

After giving up a 58-yard touch
down from Mount San Antonio Col
lege's Nick Lamai')on to receiver 
Richard Parham with 11 :30 left in 
the second quarter, the Bakersfield 
Co!Jege Renegades stared at a 21-0 
deficit with more than 8,600 in atten
dance staling at them. 

ranked No. 2 Renegades drove the 
ball down the field and got their fu'St 
points of the game with a 45-ya.rd 
check down pass from Lyle Negron 
to running back Julian Dean-Johnson 
with 10:30 left in the second quarter. 

Although Negron connected on 
that play, he missed on several others, 
prompting head coach Jeff Chudy 
and the Renegades to switch things 
up and bench Negron for backup By
ron Campbell. 

in this sport, especially when you're 
playing a good team. 

"When you 're inconsistent ifs 
ha.rd to develop any kind of continu
ity, ai1y kind of momentum, and we 
SITuggled." 

Negron would go 5-for-15, while 
Campbell would end up 9-for-20, 
both with one interception. 

BC's defense forced a fumble - re 
covered by John Oglesby - and put 
up three more points on a Josh Gal
lington 31-yard field goal to close the 
first-half scoring 21-10 Mounties. 

SAC's Jeremy Brown. 
This sequence of plays had BC 

down 21-13 with possession in 
Mounties te1Tito1y and the chance 
to draw even. The possession started 
with a 26-yard connection to Bran
don Hobdy from Campbell, but end
ed with two incomplete passes and 
another BC punt. 

The teams would trade touchdown 
for touchdown, then punt for punt 
leaving the score at 28-20 Mounties. 

GREGORY D. COOK /THE RIP 

Renegade Andre Smith attempts to get 
around Mounties defensive back Steve 
Gallon in Memorial Stadium on Oct. 2. 

The Renegades brought the game 
to within eight twice at 2 1-13 and 28-
20, but they couldn't get ai1y closer, 
eventually losing to the defending 
state champs and nationally ranked 
No. 1 Mounties 34-20. 

After two early second-quaiter 
scores from Mt. SAC, the state-

"We were sn·uggling all over the 
place, there were a lot of personnel 
issues. Obviously the quarterback 
position takes way too much blame 
and at the end of the day. We 're n·ying 
to change momentum," said Chudy. 
"Momentum is a tough thing to get 

The Renegades opened up the sec
ond half with a drive resulting in a 
39-yard field goal from Gallington 
and then a defensive stand ending 
up with a missed field goal from Mt. 

In the fomth quatter. with just 
under 11 minutes to play, Mt. SAC 
would add a field goal to make the 
score 31-20. 

On the Renegades next f)OSSes
sion, they burned 1·heir final timeout 

Please see FOOTBALL, Page 13 
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Oktoberfest brings German flavor to city 
Tickets 

Sold Here 
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Christine Chrisholm and Jamie Flowers help sell beer 
and wine tickets during the second annual Bakersfield 
Oktoberfest at Stramler Park Oct. 2. 

Walk to 
D'feet ALS 
a huge 

By Mateo M. Melero 
Magazine .Editor 

On the picnic tables located in 
the middle of Stramler park sat 
Thomas Meyer, a physics pro
fessor at Cal State University 
Bakersfield and a native Geiman. 
Meyer, along with other locals, 
gathered Oct. 2 to pai1ake in the 
beer d.tinking and palka dancing 
festivities featured at the second 
annual Bakersfield Oktoberfest. 

Meyer, who came out to enjoy 
the festival with his wife, offered 
some insight into German cul
ture and the traditions of Okto
berfest. 

'The Oktoberfest originally 
was created in Munich, and it's 
actually 200 years old,'' said 
Meyer. 

01iginating with the man'iage 
of Crown Prince Ludwig and 
Ptincess Therese in a meadow 
in Munich on Oct. 12 1810, the 
wedding and celebration was 
so well received that it was cel
ebrated again the following year, 
evenlually becoming a tradition. 

Sipping on his beer as he talk
ed, Meyer explained his prefer
ences and a little about the beer 
being offered at the festival. 

"Spa.ten is a beer from Munich 
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Participants in the Walk to D'feet ALS walk down the 
bike path at Riverwalk Park on Oct. 2. 

By Brian N. Willhite 
Editor in Chief 

The 7th annual ALS Walk 
took place in Bakersfield on Oct. 
2, in an effo11 to raise money to 
benefit local patients Jiving with 
the disease. 

Walking groups gathered to 
raise funcL5 and suppart their 
loved ones as well as groups that 
walked to honor the memory of a 
loved one that passed away. 

ALS, which stands for Amy
otrophic Lateral Sclerosis, is 
also refeITed to as Lou Gehrig's 
disease, named after the famed 
Yankees baseball player of the 
30s that passed away from the 
disease. 

People of all ages took part in 
the event that started at Riverwalk 
Park on Stockdale Highway. 

Participants trekked along the 
Bakersfield bike path to the El
ephant Bai·, then circled back to 
the park where they were met 
with lunch provided by Coconut 
Joe's restaurant. 

According to Stacy Inman, 
chairperson of the ALS Walk, 
between 400 to 500 people par
ticipated in the walk and mostly 
consisted of people from the 20 
teams that par1icipated. 

She aJso estimated that about 
60 percent of the teams walked 
in remembrance of someone that 
has passed away. 

Inman participated in the walk 
with her group, Mike's Miracles, 
which is named after her hus
band Mike Inman, who has been 
living with the disease for 11 
years. 

Inman briefly discussed what 
ALS is, who it can affect and 
about how it affects the body. 

"It's a terminal disease for ev
eryone, so a lot of people don't 
know 1hat any person, black, 
white, brown, yellow, man, 
woman, anyone, can get this dis
ease. 

"It's a neurological disease, 
and it essentially shuts down the 
signals, the elec11ical signals, 
from your brain to your muscles. 
And so that slowly shuts down 
anywhere along your spine and 
slowly paralyzes the person untiJ 
[he or she] passes away." 

According to Inman. the 
youngest person in Kem County 
to get diagnosed was an 18-year
old male who pa5sed away a few 
years after diagnosis. 

The oldest person diagnosed is 
an 83-year-old, who still living 
in Bakersfield. 

Inman also said that 80 percent 
of patients diagnosed will pass 
away within two to five yeai·s. 

P1ior to the event, the walk had 
raised over $530,000 for services 
in Kem County, though not all of 
1he money raised goes toward 
services, 13 percent goes toward 
administration costs. while the 
other 87 percent goes t.oward 
services for patients, according 
to Angie Thorpe, the event's co
ordinator. 

Inman noted that Bakersfield 
is one of the highest grossing 
cities in their chapter, which 
consists of 31 counties from San 
Francisco to the Orange County 
borderline and amounts to aboul 
70 percent of t11e st.ate, according 
to Thorpe. 

"Within our chapter, which is 
called the Golden West Chapter, 
I think we're the second highes1 
grossing walk, only behind Los 
Angeles County- that's the only 
county that raises more than us," 
said Inman. 

One of the participants in the 
event was 63-year-old Mai-vin 
Fisher, who was diagnosed with 
ALS tlu·ee years ago. Assisted by 
his fan1ily, Fisher pai1i.cipated in 
the walk in a wheelchair because 
of his condition progressively 
getting worse. 

Fisher shared his difficulties 
as he discussed how he no longer 
has the ability to fully manipu-

late his arms and legs. 
"I can't even button a shirt. 

because the manipulation of my 
fingers is gone. It's the closest 
tiring to being paralyzed that you 
can be," said Fisher. 

Fisher felt that his paiticipation 
with the event and the organiza
tion are beneficial to him because 
of the support he receives and the 
strength it gives him. 

"It brings hope to me, because 
I know that 1here are people that 
care about you. Because most of 
the time you feel isolated from 
the rest of the community, be
cause people can't shai·e your 
concerns, or your outlook, or 
your frustrations, or your hope 
for the future because they don't 
know what you 're talking about," 
said Fi5her before he added, 
"With 1·he research, and the peo
ple's concerns, it kind of keeps 
the spark of hope in me." 

TI1e total amount raised at. the 
event was $25,996.55. The total 
ainount raised for the yeai· was 
$68,979.55. 

Walks to defeat are held across 
the nation in conjunction witl1 
the ALS association, a nation
wide organixation. 

For more info1mat ion on ser
vices, programs and suppot1 
groups, including the Bakers
field support. group, visit. www. 
alsala.org. 

Garlic Parmesan 
Breadsticks-$4.99 

Breadsticks-$3.99 

DESSERTS 
Chocolate Pastry Delights-$3.99 

Cinnapie-$3. 99 

DELIVERY AND CARRYO UT 

Bakersfield 
1525 Columbus Street 

Suite 300 

16611873-7111 

and [is] actually not my favorite," 
said Meyer. "I like the pilsner 
beer more, and they're better in 
northern Ge1many." 

Though a wide range of Ger
man beers were featured on tap, 
Hotbrau's OrginaJ Lager, Paul
Aner's Salvator DoppeIBock, 
and Spa.ten's Oktoberfest brew, 
Meyer went. on to inform that 
there is a difference in the im
ports from the ones served in 
Ge1many. 

"The Gennan beer you get 
here is not the saine one that you 
would get in Ge1many,'' he said. 
"It's an export, and they make it 
especiaJly for exporting." 

As Meyer talked, women 
wearing dirndls catTied large 
I-liter beer sloshing steins, draw
ing glances from the men as they 
walked around the event. 
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Patrons wait in line for the beer and wine ticket booth to 
rein:flate during the second Bakersfield Oktoberfest at 
Stramler Park Oct. 2. 

"You see [dirndls and lederho
sen] more in Southern Germany 
than Northern Ge1many," said 
Meyer, "and you see it more in 
the small cities and 1he villages 
than in the big cities." 

Polka music was provided. 
throughout the festival by the 
Raving Polka Band and Anton 
Schnitzel and The Merry makers, 
but according to Meyer, there are 
not that many Germans who like 

that kind of music. Meyer said, 
"Germans like rock and techno." 

Throughout the day, 1he smell 
of cooking weisswurst and rost
bratwurst sausages was present 
in the air. l11e lines stayed steady 
throughout the event as people 
complemented their heatty beer 
with just as heai1y food. 

"It's pretty good," said Meyer 
about the food "The sausage was 
very nice."Later in the evening, 
games took place including a 

stein endurance-wielding con
test hosted by Matt Munoz from 
Bakotopia Magazine. and a safe 
beer chugging contest. 

All around people could be 
heard chanting, ''Zicke, zacke, 
zicke, zacke, hoi, hoi, hoi," and 
when asked if that is something 
actual done in Germany and just 
not popularized by The Man 
Show on Comedy Central, Mey
er said, "Yes, they say that," as he 
said it to his wife with a smile. 

BC students from across the world 
By Breanna Gray 

Reporter 

This semester there are 46 
international students from 25 
different countries all over the 
wor1d attending Bakersfield 
College through the Study 
Abroad Program. 

They create a diverse group 
with cultural backgrounds from 
count1ies such as India, South 
Korea, France, Japan, China, 
Venezuela, Spain, Niger, Slova
kia and Morocco. 

Students have ranged from 
recent high school graduates 
to cuffent doctors who plan on 
furthering their education in 
America. 

International Student Coun
selor and Coordinator Shohreh 
Rahman said, "If we can really 
encourage and reach one stu
dent, we can educate the whole 
village. That's the goal of [lnter
narional Student Services]. We 
really want to have an educated 
wor1d so that we can all live in 
peace and harmony together." 

BC's internarional students 
st.art the long process of apply
ing by first choosing the school 
online. According to the BC 
website, students who wish 
to attend BC must then obtain 
and secure an F- l Visa, have 
the equivalent. of a high school 
diploma, complete application 
fo1ms with a $50 non-refund
able fee, demonstrate proficient 
reading, writing and speaking 
English skills, complete an 1-20 
fo1m with the name of a sup
p01ter who lives in the United 
States and a bank statement 
with at least $15,000 for all ex
penses while living in the US. 

After being ad.tnitted, each 
student must pay $ 184 in tu-

ition, $33 in Capital Outlay fees 
ai1d $26 Enrollment fees per 
unit they are enrolled in. The 
student must also be em·olled 
full time. 

International students cannot 
qualify for any financial aid in 
America and have to find their 
own means of support; there
fore, many have to return home 
due to losing their financial sup
p011 systems. 

International students not 
only c1·eate diversity and cul
tural understai1ding on campus, 
but the 110 students from the 
2008-2009 academic school 
year brought in $880,000 to 
BC. 

According to the annual 
Open Door Rep01t, that same 
year, international students 
conuibuted $17.6 billion to the 
United States economy. 

Once students a1rive to 
America, they are introduced to 
Rahman and attend a two-day 
orientation right before the se
mester starts. 

"I give them the whole pic
ture of what BC is au about. I 
get them ready so they are not 
all confused and lost 

You guys know this as your 
home. For these kids this is 
their home away from home, so 
1 want them to be totally ready 
when school starts;' said Rah
mai1. 

During this 01ientation, BC 
faculty, members from the 
community and international 
students from previous years 
are invited to share experiences 
and info1m them on how to do 
banking, how to find and rent 
ai1 apat1ment and other eve1y
day skills needed to tluive in the 
community. 

Rahman also organizes 
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Banana f\.>ppets, Black Olives, Pi11e4pple, Baby PoitabellaMushroocns, Extra Cheese 
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$6.99 $8.99 $11.99 $14.99 

EACH ADDITIONAL TOPPING: 
Small Medium Large Extra Large 
$1.00 $1.50 $1 .65 $175 

1 Extra Large Pizza Large Meal 

events throughout the year to 
give students and faculty the 
oppo1tunity to exchange cultur
al expetiences and mingle with 
one another. 

These events include Cup of 
Cult.ure exchange. workshops, 
instructor appreciation, and din
ner parties. 

In past years there has also 
been an International club, but 
this year Rahman has seen a 
lack of involvement from the 
student body. 

She finds that with the ctment 
economy students need to spend 
most of their free time focusing 
on ed.ucation and work. 

International education pro
grams help students develop 
long-term competitiveness 
tlu·ough the understanding of 
foreign languages and the glob
al market. 

Such skills enable them to 
seek high-level career paths. 
Many leaders from around the 
world have studied abroad, 
which enhances society by cre
ating a greater global unity. 

''With today's economy you 
have to be very comperitive with 
everyone around the world. If 
you don't understand cultures, 
coun11ies, and languages around 
the world, tl1en you can't be as 
competitive in today's society. 
We do not have Study Abroad 
[for BC students]. I am hoping 
that we will get the chai1ce to 
do 1·hat. And because we don't 
have that, at. this time, the only 
way and chance to learn about 
cullures of other countTies is 
to bring 1hem to us;' said Rah
man. 

While international students 
are being educated on ow· cam
pus, they ai·e simultaneously 
educatfog local students. 

Small-$9.99 Medium-$13.99 
Large-$16.99 Extra Large-$19.99 
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Youth art sold for benefit 
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Guadalupe Guillen, 9, poses beside his painting "Cow and Hat" during Artfest at the Moorea Banquet Center Sept. 25. 
Guillen also had another painting titled "Funky Cow" that auctioned for $2,500. 

By Sandra G. Ward 
Reporter 

Inspired by the San Joaquin 
Community Hospital to benefit 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Kem 
County was an evening of food, 
fine wine, art and entertainment 
at the 14th annual Boys and Girls 
Club Artfest at the Moorea Ban
quet Centre on Saturday, Sept. 25. 

The event began at 6 p.m. and 
served as an entry imo the silent 
and live auctioning of art created 
by local young artists active in the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Bakers
field and the sale of other items 
donated to raise funds for all the 
clubs here in Kern County. 

Guests enjoyed a strolling din
ner catered by Champs BBQ & 
Catering and wine tasting compli-

ments of the seven different vine
yard wineries who participated. 

"This was our best year ever," 
said coordinator Ricki Foster. 

One painting titled "Funky Cow" 
auctioned off for $2,500. It was an 
art piece painted by young 9-year
old Guadalupe "J unee" Guillen, an 
active participant in the program. 

Guillen's art piece and those of 
other kids enrolled in the Boys and 
Girls Club were the highlight of 
the evening's event. 

Michelle Fregoso expressed her 
pride that night as the mother of 
one young artist, Lilliana Fregoso, 
11, who had her first painting done 
with the club displayed. 

Other artists of the evening in
cluded Crystal Ramirez, 14, Robert 
Fajardo, 11, Anna Bales, 14, and 
the star of the evening, 17-year-old 

Sean Guerra who won previous 
awards for his art and painted the 
signature piece for the occasion ti
tled "Blue Bottle Still Life." Guer
ra has been with the program for 
two years, and he appreciates the 
experience he's had with the Boys 
and Girls Club in that time. 

Mike Espinoza, program direc
tor of the Boys and Girls Club 
southwest location, was the master 
of ceremonies and announcer for 
the evening. Alce Sangster, saxo
phone soloist and a Bakersfield 
College music student, provided 
entertainment at the front door as 
the guests arrived. 

As the evening unfolded, presi
dent of the Bovs and Girls Clubs 
of Kem County Jason Cohen ex
pressed thanks to all the many 
sponsors, board of directors and to 

all those who came out to attend 
and support the Artfest at the ticket 
price of $60 per person. 

Another youth in the program, 
Olivia Charles, sang the national 
Anthem and received a standing 
avation for her performance. The 
Boys and Girls Club youth choir 
also provided some musical enter
tainment as well. 

Many guests attended the Artfest 
and among them were Bakersfield 
City Mayor Harvey Hall, who gave 
his comment on the event. "Caring 
for the less fortunate, caring about 
kids that need help with education 
- that's what the Boys and Girls 
Club does;' said Hall. 

"The community of Bakersfield 
is always tremendously responsive 
for turning out, and there is a great 
crowd here tonight," said Hall. 
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Local station 
shares hip-
hop with the 
community 

By Brendalrene Rodriguez 
Reporter 

The Core I ,ive is an online video hip-hop station that airs 
seven davs a week, 24 hours a day. 

The station had been in the works since December of 
2009, but it officially began in August of 2010, with a goal 
to bring a community who loves hip-hop together and to 
bring hip-hop back to its roots. 

The founders are Michael U1ioste, Philip Zaragoza, John 
F.U. Randy and T.J. Espitio. 

"The Jove for hip-hop inspired us to start this station. Our 
ma.in goal is to bring hip-hop to its roots. We're just a group 
of individuals that love hip-hop, and we hope to bring the 
community together who love hip-hop," said Urioste. 

Their motto is "on the air and everywhere." 
The Core Live has listeners from Japan, Canada, Peru 

and the East Coast. 
As long as people are able to connect to the Internet, they 

can view and listen anywhere. 
The station is also viewable from the Druid cell phone, 

and next month it will be able to be viewed through the 
iPhone . 

Unlike most radio stations that are edited by the Federal 
Communication Commission, the Core Live is not restrict
ed, which allows the personalities on the air to be able to 
express themselves. 

"T ,ocal radio stations don't give the DJs the ability to ex
press themselves. We play what our listeners want us Lo 
play. Our listeners are able to communicate with our DJ 
online." said Urioste. 

The· Core Live also has a chat room that gives listeners 
the opportunity to communicate with each other, and the 
personality on air. 

"We don't play the same song every hour, like most ra
dio stations. It's what the l)J feels like playing or what is 
requested through the chat room," said Urioste. 

"We're like a family," added Urioste 
DJs from all over town are able to contiibute and share 

their time with listeners. 

SHORT-TERM PROGRAMS 

Business 
Business Administration 
Criminal Justice: Corrections 
Emergency Services & Safety Management 
Health Care Insurance Specialist 

Medical 
Medical Assisting 
Dental Assisting 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography 
Pharmacy Technology 
Surgical Technology 
Therapeutic Massage 

Technical 
HVAC-R Technology 
Industrial Technology 

Bakersfield Campus 
201 New Stine Road 

WASC accredited 877 .206.7789 
San Joaquin Valley College is accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges of the Western A~sociation ?f ~chools and Colleges, 10 Commercial ~lvd., 
Suite 204, Novato, CA 94949, (415)506-0234, an institutional accrediting body recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accred1tat1on and the U.S. Department of Ed ucation. 
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News Briefs 

Clarification: 
In the Sept. 22 issue of The 
Renegade Rip on page 5, an 

article titled "From Teacher to 
Director" neglected to credit 
the co-director on the film 
titled, "Goodbye Victoria." 
The co-director's name is 

Mathew Potter. 

Author Steve Lopez will be 
speaking on campus about his 

book "The Soloist." those in 
attendance will also recieve a 

free copy. 

In the Fireside Room, there 
will be a presentation on Wednes
day, Oct 13 at IO p.m., 2 p.m., 
and at 7 p.m. in the indoor the
ater. The books will be available 
for students who attend the pre
sentation at. the library at 9 a .m. 
on Monday Oct. 20. Students 
should be prepared to show their 
BC identification cards. 

"Struggle and Survival -
Photographic Stories about 
the Power of Human Spirit:' 
by photojournalist Brendan 

Bannon. 

Photojournalist and artist 
Brendan Bannon will have a 
public lecture on his five-year 
work project in Kenya, cover
ing life in Africa for the "Daily 
Telegraph." He will be speaking 
at. 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 6 
at Norman Levan Center for the 
Humanities at BC. Admission 
and parking will be free. 

Bakersfield College welcomes 
local employers for Career 

Day 

On Oct. 7, employers will 
share information on their indus
try and career oppot1unities from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Campus 
Center. 

The Kern Adult Literacy 
Council will be hosting their 
Read to Succeed Brunch at 

AERA Energy. 

The brnnch will showcase 
some of the council 's most excit
ing and uplifting success stories. 
Please join the brunch 1.0 put a 
stop t.o illiteracy. The fundJaiser 
will be held at ABRA Energy, 
10000 Ming Avenue on Oct. 21 
at 9 a.m. 

The Moliere Comedies will be 
presented by the Bakersfield 

College Performing Arts 
department in October. 

The comedic performances 
will include three plays tit.led. 
"The Flying Doctor," "The 
Forced Marriage'' and "Two Pre
cious Maidens, Ridiculed." Per
fo1mances will be on Oct. 6, 7, 8 
and 9, beginning at 8 p.m. addi
tional pe1fo1mances will be held 
on Oct. 9 and IO at 2 p.m. Tick
ets are $5 and $3 for students and 
can be purchased at the BC ticket 
office. 

Geeks Vs Zombies 

The Empty Space Theater will 
be presenting a new comedy/ 
hOtTOr play featming the only 
guys who survive a zombie at
tack, are the guys who have seen 
all the movies. Doors open at 
7:30 p.m. and the show starts 8 
p.m. Shows are open on Oct. 15, 
16, 22, 23, 28, 29. and the last. 
show at midnight on the 30th. 
Located at 706 Oak st. 

The 12th Annual Via Arte 
Italian Street Painting Festival 

will be coming back to the 
Marketplace again this year. 

The festival will take place 
Oct. 9-10. Admission is free 
for the entire festival. Musical 
and theatrical performances are 
scheduled for the entire week
end. 

Two themed haunted 
houses will be featured this 

Halloween at Sam Lynn 
Ballpark for the public. 

C.C. Productions is pleased 
to announce Bakersfield's pre
miere haunted auraction, "The 
Chamber" and "Alien Invasion." 
Located at the Sam Lynn Ball
park, 4009 Chester Ave. at 7 
p.m. on Oct. 8th. There will be 
two themes, "The Westchester 
House" and "'Ioxic 'IetTor." 
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BC hosts mental health awareness conference in Forum 
By Brian N. Willhite 

Editor in Chief 

Bakersfield College and the National 
Alliance on Mental illness paitnered to 
bring an awai·eness conference to the BC 
campus in an effort to educate students 
about the realities of mental health is
sues and how they affect the commw1ity 
ai1d the families involved. The confer
ence was held in the Forum, from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Sept. 27. 

The conference was titled, "The Pow
er of Hope;' and focused on spiJituality 
and how it can strengthen hope for the 
individuals affected by mental illnesses. 
In addition to mental health education, 
attendees listened to testimonies from 
members of the community that have 
been living with, and ai·e overcoming, 
their mental illnesses. 

Russ Sempell, president of the Kern 
County Affiliate for NAMI, spoke about 
NAMI and the organization's desire to 

educate students and put a face to trans
parent ailments that. get. overlooked by 
the community. 

"This is a forum that allows us t.o have 
our members, like youth, family mem
bers and veterans that are coming to 
[BC] to tell their stories and how NAMl 
is available as a resomce for the com
munity, and, it's always free-nothing in 
NAMI ever has a chai·ge." 

Sempell fm1her explained how NA
MI's mission of"suppo1t, education and 
advocacy" is engaged in the Bakersfield 
community and also how they are a non
profit organization that keeps an of t:he 
money raised through fundraisers and 
donations local and solely for the people 
of Kern County. 

"We're a local grassroots organiza
tion of a state and national orgatrization, 
ai1d Kem County is the local affiliate. 
What we do as an organization, that is 
all volunteers, is we provide free support 
ai1d educational classes and conferenc-

es for people that have loved ones that 
have mental health issues or individuals 
themselves with mental heaJth issues," 
said SempeU. 

Though the focus of the message is 
to promote spirituality, Sempell said 
that it is not an attempt to promote any 
religion or religious ideology but rather 
to see spi.Iituality as an opportw1ity to 
strengthen one's hope. 

"We're not affiliated with any religious 
orgatrization; most of om members ai·e 
Christians, but not all Some are athe
ist or agnostics and regardless of what 
people's religious position is, or not, we 
don 't care -we're focusing on the power 
of hope and the need in every single one 
of us to never give up hope, regai·dless 
of the bat1iers and challenges they've 
expe1ienced in life, including honible 
medical conditions like schizophrenia or 
bipolai· disorder," Sempell said. 

Sempell illustrated his position about 
educating the community with an exam-

ple of someone with a visible, physical 
handicap as opposed 1.0 someone with a 
mental affliction and how they may be 
perceived in the community. 

"When someone is a pai·aplegic, for 
example, an IJaq war vet who's lost. his 
legs - an amputee - everybody knows 
and thinks, 'Oh mat1, he needs om sup
po1t. He's got a challenge ahead of him.' 
But when they're invisible wounds like 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, you 
can't see them, they look normal and 
people think, 'You should be able to do 
something,' and people judge. 

"So what this conference talks about 
is how we all have that desire to live the 
best. quality of life we can with suppot1. 
- and religious suppo11 is OK too," Sem
pell said. 

To learn more about NAMl's causes 
and thei.I· effo11s to support fatnilies and 
individuals with mental health illnesses, 
visit the Kern County Affiliate's Web 
site at www.namikemcounty.org. 
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Volkslauf participants struggle through the Tenaru River Crossing on Oct 2. 
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Christopher Mount attempts to pull himself over the 
parraleU bars as he races to complete the challenge Oct 2. 

VOLKSLAUF: More good, clean fun in the sun 
Continued from Page 1 
throughout the comse that intimidated 
some and excited others as they waited 
for thei.I· event. 

Michelle Caudill was growing ner
vous before her first time pai·ticipating 
in the run. 

She said, "I kind of just got talked into 
this by a friend . I usually do trail races, 
but I'm not sure about these obstacles. 

While cousins Raul and Mario Gas
man said they were excited about. all 
the stunts as they looked up towards the 
rope wall they soon had to face. 

J amba Juice gave out free dtinks to 
all the runners and also had thei.I· own 
team of runners who represented all four 
locations in town with employees from 
each store. Team Jamba was hyped up 
and ready to "rep[resent] a healthy life
style." 

Team member Joshu 
Ramierez believed that there would be 

no challenge too tough. 
"We ai·e going to have each other 's 

backs and work together as a team," he 
said. 'We are going to conquer it all! 
With heath!" 

At. 9:47 a.m., the 5k racers were called 
to start, and the crowds roared with ex
citement as t:he runners took their place. 
Before the race started a prayer was said 
to remind everyone that., for many out 
there, such a course is not seen as play, 
but life at1d death commitments and that 
we ai·e all just one teatn of Americans. 

After a few patriotic displays, Glen 
Pruitt, official race staiter, began to 
pump up the crowd. He said that many 
people believed that they could not re
build the mud run, and t.o them he said, 
"Don't ever tell a Marine he can't do 

something!" 
At 10:09 a.m. Pruitt sounded off the 

SK event with a bang, which was imme
diately accompatried by the creation of a 
lai·ge dust cloud and chee1ing from both 
spectators and competitors. 

The IOK events set off 15 minutes lat
er, stat1ing with individual males. Indi
vidual females, all male teams, military 
and law enforcement teams, all female 
teams and mixed teams were the sent off 
in twelve minute intervals. 

Not long after Warren, the runners be
gat1 to make their way out of the comse. 

Twelve-yeai·-old Julian Irigoyen fin
ished in 37 minutes after losing his 
shoes. "I lost them in the mud pit," he 
said while still catching his breath. 

This yeai· was his second yeai· com
peting and said, "I like it because it's 
fun, but it's really hard t.o do." 

Taylor, Kory and Joey Clifton have 
been competing as a family for the past 
two Volkslaufs. Taylor Clifton was first 
to finish before her younger sister and 
father. She prepai·ed for the race by run
ning at her high school and was excited 
for the competition. 

"I feel pumped right now! It. was awe
some. The hardest pait was climbing 
that waH," said Clift.on. 

When asked if there is any competi
tion within the family, she said, "Yes! 
That would be me and him;' as she 
looked over to her dad with a smile. 

Kevin Kleinhenz won the individual 
l Ok in 45 minutes, and Ktisi He1iford 
won the women's division in 57 min
utes. 

Fruit, water and other refreshments 
waited at the finish line for the exhaust
ed runners. 

E-WASTE: Assisting residents 
Continued from Page 1 
day and 30 on Saturday. They 
consisted of computers, printers, 
TVs, fax macl1ines and several 
other types of e-waste products. 
A check was made out to BC al
ready for $360 for the amount of 
electronics that they were stor
ing. 

"Tl1is year alone we've prob
ably done a quarter of a n1illion 
pounds," Agness said. 

people will be able to drop off 
old couches and mattresses. 

Ab111ess hopes to make tins 
an ammal event sinillar to what 
CSUB has been doing for tl1e 
past five years. "Kem Com1ty is 
just starting to go green, but we 
have a long way to go." 
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E-Waste volunteers at BC help to unload a truck 
filled with electronic waste from Shafter on Sept. 24. 

Agness stated that another 
check of over $1,000 would be 
made out to BC after the event, 
which is a recycling rebate. 

They serve the Kem High 
School District, Panama Buena 
Vista District, and are planning 
an upcon1ing event on Nov. 6 
at Taft College. For this event, 
Neil Agness E-waste Recycling 
is tea1ning up with Bob Hampton 
from West Side Disposal to hold 
an electronic and bulk waste 
event Along with electronics, 

Anyone who missed the event 
could also take electronic items 
to BARC Recycling on South 
Union Avenue or take them to 
tl1e ne:\.1 event at Taft College. 

The spirit of 
Gandhi unites 
faiths together 

By Ryan George 
Photographer 

In the Fine Arts Audito1ium 
on Oct. 2, the 13th Annual In
te1faith Conference was held 
in dedication to Mahatma 
Gandhi on what would be 
his 14lst bit1hday. The topic 
of the afternoon was titled 
"The Concept of God in the 
World." 

With ai·ound 200 in atten
dance, the presentation was 

opened with a reading of an 
introductory poem to set the 
context of the discussion as 
Professor John Stark, the 
master of ceremo11ies for the 
event, said. The poem, "The 
Flame of Freedom," by Vi
mala Thakai·, was read aloud 
by an audience member. 

A pamphlet given at the 
beginning of the conference 
said the poem is a "universal 
prayer" for all religions. 

There were five speakers, 

representing different religions 
and spoke about what theiJ re
ligions represent as followed: 
Prof. Vimal Chaitanya from 
the University of New Mexico, 
representing Hinduism, Father 
PetTy Kavookjian, Christianity, 
Bakersfield College math Prof. 
Rafael Espe1icueta, Buddl1ism, 
Jan Casteel Flemy, Islam, and 
Jon Bergstrom, science. 

"We have a concept of 11inity 
in Hinduism, [we have one god 
with three powers,] the power 
of creation, power of sustaining, 
and the power of destruction. 
The power of destruction is not 
a bad thing because you need to 
destroy in order to create [anew]" 
as Chaitanya stated about Hindu
ism in relation to Christiatrity's 
T1inity. 

Father Kavookjian mentioned 
the Christian's beliefs ai·e based 
that "[Jesus] lived life as a Jew 
and prayed as a Jew ... but. Jesus 
also taught that you can have a 
personal relationship with [his] 
God, and that the basis of this re
lationship is mutual love." 

Espericueta said that Bud-

dhism "has no fundamental 
separation between the mundane 
world and spiritual realm. There 
is no god out there somewhere 
who is also the very core and es
sence of our own being. 

"The same can also be said 
with regard to all sentient beings 
that may appeai· to be out there 
because all [beings ai·e] deeply 
rooted in ones own heait at the 
level of power we ai·e all deeply 
connected. It is as if we all have 
different bodies and minds, 
but one heart. To a Buddhist, 
god could be the one that peers 
out through all eyes and hears 
through all eai-s. 

" Islam means the submission 
to the will of God. I am a Mus
lim, which means one who sub
mits to the will of God.. . God 
promises he will listen to the 
prayers of [everyone] who calls 
upon Him... Muslims regai·d 
Islam as the completed and uni
versal religion that was the origi
nal religion revealed many times 
and places before God created 
Adam. God knew the prophets 
Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, 

Jacob, Moses, and Jesus. But 
God's final message to man, a 
reconfirmation of the eternal 
message was revealed through 
the Prophet Mohammed" said 
Fleury on the beginning of t:he 
Islamic religion. 

Bergs11·om said dwing the end
ing question and answer segment 
of the conference on a question 
of "what is the concept of God 
according to science?" Which he 
replied, "If I stated a scientific 
perspective [ on God], science 
would always try to insure that. 
there is no cet1ainty. 

"Scientists would always as
sume there is more info1mation 
to be gained and rather than in 
ce1tain that there were [an oppor
tunity] for a vai·iety of views and 
for more info1mation so I would 
say the scientific pe1-spective 
would not rely on faith to believe 
in God but rather would be to be 
open t.o the God of all religions." 

The Interfaith Conference was 
Co-sponsored by the Gandhi Al
liance for Interfaith Harmony 
and the Behavioral Sciences De
paitment at BC. 
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After years of trying, students start club 
By Samantha Garrett 

Copy Editor 

Bakersfield College has, for 
at least the first time in several 
years, an art club. The idea orig
inated from art instructor Emi ly 
Maddigan, and it was brought 
about this semester with the 
help of fe llow instructor Laura 
Borneman, who is now the club 
adviser, and part-time instructor 
Claire Putney. 

The main idea behind the club 
was to give students the means 
to present their art to the public, 
either in the Bakersfield area-if 
they stay after graduation-or in 
any other area where they might 
move. If there aren't enough op
po1tunities available for the stu
dents, then, said Borneman, the 
students should "create more." 

his decision to become involved 
in the club. 

"That's one of my goals," said 
Macias. "I don't have a place to 
show my art. I have the class, 
my parents, some friends, and 
then it ends up in a shed." 

There have been previous at
tempts to start a club in recent 
years, but students had a difficult 
time making the club official. 

Both Borneman and Macias 
pointed to Chris Ballard as be
ing a key part responsible for the 
club forming this time around. 
He knew the proper channels to 
go through to have a club offi
cially started, and he attends the 
required SGA meetings to keep 
the club official. 

getting suppo,t from the com
munity, such as pruticipation in 
fundraisers . 

The club is currently planning 
on having a table at homecoming 
Oct. 15, where tl1ey will sell vari
ous arts and crafts to raise funds 
for tl1e club. 

They are also working on a 
float for homecoming, and they 
are interested in doing a fund
raiser through Rubio's, where 
they will receive 20 percent for 
every purchase attributed to the 
club. 

The club plans to do many 
things with its potential funds, 
such as going on painting trips 
and having guest artists come in. 

Vice President of the club Matt 
Macias talked about how that 
goal was important in guiding 

"I think that was the problem 
when they fast started;' said Ma
c ias. "It didn't really get off the 
ground." 

This time they did, and of
ficially doing so is crucial to 

Borneman stressed how the 
students are really responsible 
for the club, and she really only 
is there as a figurehead. 

"They're really running it. 
That's one of the important 
things," she said. 
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Chris Ballard, art club representative, discusses possible fundraising ideas with Secretary 
Laura Opperman and Vice President Matt Macias on Sept. 27. 

Lessons not a drag 
NOTE I This article is a column written by our maga
zine editor, Mateo M. Melero and will contribute a 
life-based column in every other issue th is semester. 

By Mateo M. Melero 
Magazine Editor 

I never have been a responsible person. I procrasti
nate on all my homework assignments, all my journal
ism stories, and if it were up to me to save the world 
in a daring one-minute countdown till destruction sce
nrufo, I'd procrastinate on that. 

What it is about me and why I can't cru·e about some
thing until moments before it all blows up in my face 
I've never been able to figure out. The fact that it is im
po1tant and crucial registers in my mind, but I honestly 
can't give two craps unti l I absolutely need to. It has 
always been this way and I have a lways gotten away 
with it - until this summer. 

I just started on what would become a four month
long (and still counting) quest to document the lives 
and habits of the drag queens at the Casablanca night
club in downtown Bakersfield. 

When I first struted to attend the shows I was com
pletely blind to the cultural habits and formalities of 
drag queens. Yes, in essence, they ru·e men in women's 
clothes, but nothing in their attitude and personality 
suggest so. When in character, a queen is a woman 
and you treat her with all the respect and dignity that a 
woman deserves. 

Candy Moore was the first show director I met. On 
Friday nights she puts on her shows, which always 
vru·y in theme. One night, a Madonna tribute show 
might be taking place, and, on another, you might find 
the girls commemorating the lives lost on 9/11. She is 
completely devoted to her craft and her love for it al
ways shines through. 

From the beginning, Candy has been nothing but a 
blessing to my quest and me. She has helped me with 
getting into the shows, granting me backstage access, 
and introducing me to other perfo1111ers for the benefit 
ofmy story. 

But, as I was to learn eru·ly on, Candy is not one to be 
disrespected or allow it. 

After the first night, Candy info1med me that the 
next time I canie I would be granted with full access 
to the dressing room, allowed to photograph all that 
happens and talk to whomever I wish. I was hooked up 
needless to say and all that was required of me was to 
be there at 11 p.m.- 1 wasn't. 

When I finally show up that night, god awfully late, 
I knew I was in n-ouble. Candy shot me a look when I 
first came that could boil blood, and I knew that I had 
some explaining to do. In an effort to diffuse the situa
tion I went to the brutender and ordered Candy's favor
ite drink, which she accepted. At that point, I figured 
I've weaseled my way out of a bad situation. 

The show ended and I found myself in the dressing 
room, chatting it up with the perfo1mers and acquiring 
essential material for my story. The time canie to leave 
and I went to pay my respects to Candy and thaJlk her, 
figuring my lack of professionalism had gone unno
ticed- it didn't. 

Candy stands at about 6'2 in heels. There is no hint 
of masculinity or bru·bru·ism in her at al l. She radiates 
with all the glamour, sophistication and divinity of any 
queen in history. Her character demands respect, and if 
you were ever to disrespect her without proper cause, 
then the act would not be ignored or tolerated. Can
dy is proud and cru-ries herself well. The moment she 
struted to scold me, I tried desperately to spit out some 
excuse, but knew that being late because I decided to 
chug some vodka down with my neighbor wasn't good 
enough. Her eyes flru·ed and that finger wagged in my 
face. All I could do was just si t there and take it. She 
schooled me on the impo,tance of being professional, 
re liable, credible and all I could think of at the mo
ment was that time in beginning journalism when the 
professor stressed the importance of those traits to the 
profession. 

When she finished stressing her point, she told me 
that she was not without sympathy and agreed to give 
me a second chance, which I was very grateful for. 

I left the Casablanca that night feeling low about 
myself but, as I began to think about it, I was glad that 
she called me on my bullcrap. It made me value the 
story more, and made me realize how my art fo1m is 
valuable to people. Journalism, when done objectively, 
gives normal, everyday people the chance to explain 
themselves to a much broader audience. You don't heru· 
much about drag queens in popular media, or in Ba
kersfield, and here I was giving people on the fringes 
of society a chance to be heru·d. I fell in love with the 
st01y at that moment and it's that which has kept me 
coming back. 
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A Bakersfield College student uses one of the vending machines in 
the Campus Center on Sept. 30. 

Scantron Shortage 

Problems with 
the BC vending 
machines 

By James Licea 
Reporter 

Vending machines around 
campus provide students with 
a quick beverage or snack be
tween classes, but they also 
cause occasional problems. 

Companies responsible for 
filling the soda and snack ma
chines are Coca Cola Co. and 
Canteen Vending. Both com
panies have contracts with BC 
and handle all of the money in 
the machines. The Food Service 
Department is paid commission 
from vending sales. 

Jerry Troxel works for Can
teen and fills the vending ma
chines with various types of 
snacks weekly. 

He says, however, that there 
are certain machines that are 
used often and need to be filled 
daily. Soda machines are also 
refi lled once a week. 

"Students have problems with 
the machines all the time," said 
Troxel. 

Ashley Gober said that she 
had a problem recently when a 
machine had too many quarters 
janimed in the slot; she wasn't 
able to purchase an item. 

Gober said that "within an 
hour or two somebody was there 
fixing it." 

Students expressed that, with 
snack vending machines, items 
mostly just get stuck and don 't 
come out. They also stated that 

soda machines give them less 
problems; besides occasionally 
being out of service or of a cer
tain soft drink they want. 

Morgan Abendroth was shak
ing the vending machine in 
Campus Center out of frustra
tion after he put in $1.25 for a 
snack and it got stuck on the 
hook. 

Along with many other stu
dents faced with this issue, 
Abendroth was not aware what 
to do if a machine malfunctions 
in such a manner. 

Food service manager Alex 
Gomez explained that students 
who have problems with vend
ing machines should come to 
the Food Service Office located 
behind the cafeteria near the 
loading dock, which is open 
from 8 a.m. to 3 30 p.m. They 
wi ll receive a coupon for a re
fund; coupons can be used on 
machines around campus and 
do not expire. 

Machines require mainte
nance about every two months 
and students only come in every 
one or two weeks with prob
lems, according to Gomez. 

Despite some students' prob
lems with machines, other stu
dents have never had any trouble 
with them. 

One student, Audi Espitia, 
said that the only incident she's 
ever experienced with a vending 
machine is when it gave her two 
items for the price of one. 

By Samantha Garrett 
Copy Editor 


