
COVENANT COFFEE, FEATURES, PAGE 3 CLEOTILDE, SPOTLIGHT, PAGE 7 

BAKERSFIELD COLLEGE 

Vol. 83 • No. 4 www.therip.com 

Anti-abortionists converge at BC 
By Brian N. Willhite 

Reporter 

Photos of aborted fetuses were 
on display in the free speech area 
of the Bakersfield College cam
pus on March 9. The banner
sized pictures were brought on 
campus by Project Truth, an or
ganization dedicated to spread
ing their anti-abortion message 
to college campuses. Students 
received the demonstration in 
a m ostly civil manner and en
gaged in conversations with rep
resentatives while others stood 
aside listening. The discussions 
also sparked debates between 

students. 
Organizers of the display 

passed out anti-abortion litera
ture and spoke to students, giv
ing their position to preserve life. 
Some of the handouts included 
information about how to seek 
out counseling after getting an 
abortion, some facts associated 
with abortions and included a 
discussion about how abortion 
clinics are targeting minorities. 
The group also offered a DVD 
that shows an abortion being 
conducted. 

One of the Project Truth's 
members named Don, who 
didn't want to give his last name 

BC rolls 
through 

• opening 
WSCplay 

By Julian Moore 
Opinions Editor 

The Bakersfield College baseball team im
proved to 4-0 in Western State Conference play 
with a walk-off win against College of the Can
yons on March 10. 

for fear of threats against him, 
stated their position and reason 
for visiting BC. 

"Our main focus is to show 
people that an abortion is an act 
of violence that kills a baby and 
we have no business doing that;' 
Don said. 

Some students agreed with 
Project Truth 's crusade while 
others felt that the pictures and 
propaganda were horrible scare 
tactics and believed they had no 
right to be on campus. 

BC student Kara Wesley felt 
that the photos and presentation 
were effective and appropriate 
because she believes som e stu-

dents are seeing the photos and 
changing their viewpoints on 
abortion. 

"I think it 's great. People need 
to know exactly what 's going on 
with decisions they 're about to 
make," Wesley said. 

Veronica Ortega was another 
student who agreed with the 
anti-abortion message being pre
sented and feels that it's wrong 
to have an abortion regardless of 
the circumstances involved. 

"I think that even if you were 
raped, you shouldn 't get an abor
tion ~ in my opinion. I know I 
wouldn't;' Ortega said. 

Please see Abortion, Page 4 
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A group of students gather in the free speech area as 
members of Project Truth put on an anti-abortion display 
March 9. The display consisted of several large panels 
displaying aborted fetuses and abortion information, as 
well as speeches from the Project Truth members. 

SGA seats 
fi I led for 
next year 

By James Licea 
Copy Editor 

New members will fill the Stu
dent Government Association at 
Bakersfield College after the on
line elections on March 8 and 9. 

This year, 941 students voted, 
around 350 less votes than last 
year. Joyce Coleman, the dean of 
students, said m embers will start 
training with the current SGA 
immediately to prepare them 
for their --------. 

The Renegades pulled out the 4-3 win with a 
two-run single from shortstop David Pennington 
in the bottom of the ninth. 

"This is a dream come true, I've dreamed of this 
since I was a kid. And beating Canyons, that's just 
a b lessing and now we're 4-0," said Pennington. 
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Above: Renegades outfielder Riley Showers slides in safe at home in the bottom of the ninth inning, 
scoring the winning run against College of the Canyons at Bakersfield College on March 10. 

pos itions, 
which offi
cially start 
in June. To 
help them 
beco m e 
more effec
tive lead
ers, she 
exp la ined 
m e mb er s 
will attend 

Tawntannisha 
Thompson Sophom ore Bryan Maxwell was on the mound 

for the Renegades looking to earn his first win of 
the season in five appearances. 

The Renegades looked to be in control of the 
game until the sixth inning when the Cougars 
scored three runs on four hits and an error. 

In the bottom half of the sixth, BC scored a run 
off a single from left fielder Mike Spingola and 
from a sacrifice fly from Ben Straka. 

The Renegades would keep Canyons ' hitters at 
bay, setting them up for chance to win it in the 
ninth. 

Enrique Meza led off the ninth with a walk on 
four straight pitches from Canyons ' Andy Ar
riaga. The next batter, Riley Showers, squeezed 
out a single from a bunt attempt, as the ball rolled 
under the out-stretched glove of first basem an 
Jake Jelmini. 

Daniel Rueger came in to pinch hit and was 
also walked, but this time to load the bases. As 
Pennington was ready to step into the batter 's 
box, Canyons ' head coach Chris Cota came out to 
the mound to pull Arriaga for David Haer le. 

Pennington swung at the first pitch from Haer le 
and put it in the gap between first and second. 
Meza came in to score easily while Showers came 
in for a play at the plate. The throw from the right 
fielder was on-line but catcher Michael Browne 
lost it on the tag leaving Showers safe at hom e as 
the winning run. 

Pennington was immediately mobbed at first 
base by the entire dugout. 

"Right when I saw the ball was dropped at 
home and we won, something set off inside of 

Below: Showers and outfielder Christian Brady celebrate after the Renegades' ninth-inning 4-3 win. 

me. I got really excited because I know we've been 
working really hard and fighting all game to get a 
few runs. And just to give that to the crowd was just 
a good feeling." 

Before stepping in, Pennington prepared for the 
at-bat with a personal mom ent. 

"I said a quick little prayer, and I said, 'Well what
ever happens is up to you,' and I just got up there and 
tried not to think of anything. I just cleared my head 
and looked to get the job done. 

Head coach Tim Painton was relieved afterward 
to get the win against a typically good team in Can
yons. 

"It 's a good feeling to comeback in the ninth in
ning and win a very close ballgame, and play well 
against a good club;' Painton said. "Fortunately to
day we got a little help with them in the ninth to load 
the bases, and David Pennington being at the plate is 
a guy you want to see in that situation. 

"He's been a clutch guy for us for two years, so we 
were happy to have h im at the plate; ' he said. 

Maxwell , who pitched the complete game giving 
up two of the Renegades three runs, said after the 
game that it felt good to finally get a win. 

"I've been pitching well lately and I've had some 
tough-luck losses, and I knew if I kept pitching my 
game our offense would come through; ' 

Maxwell was also glad to have Pennington back 
healthy, who has only been back for five games in 
the field, calling him a "catalyst:' 

"It 's huge having Penny back healthy, because 

Please see Baseball, Page 11 

a National Student Leadership 
Conference in Atlanta. 

The winners of the SGA elec
tion include: president , Tawntan
nisha Thompson; vice president, 
Gilbert Hernandez; treasurer, 
Richard Villanueva; secretary, 
Toccara Byrd; legislative liaison, 
Bonnie Wilson; general council, 
Derrick Kenner; and activ ities li
aison, Theresa Hall. 

Even though some candidates 
went unopposed, Byrd explained 
that any student has the right to 
be written in on a ballot for the 
SGA. Certain candidates, she 
said , were taken off the final bal
lot at the last minute due to paper 
work that was not turned in on 
time. 

During their new term, Cole
man said m embers will start 
working where the last SGA left 
off, as well as bring in new ideas 
to help benefit the student body. 

As the new general council, 
Kenner said he would like to 
extend the hours of the library 
to make it easier for students in
volved in sports or who are tak
ing night classes to study. 

Please see SGA, Page 4 

Renegade Game Room cosed to student body unti further notice 
By Mateo M. Melero 

Reporter 

Due to violations of the Ba
kersfield College Game Room 
regulations, specifically con
cerning food consumption, the 
lounge has been closed since 
Feb. 28, and will not be accessi
ble to students again until proper 

security is ensured. 
"As the Student Body Presi

dent I witnessed people eating 
numerous times and stated there 
was no food or drinks allowed 
in the game room," said Student 
Government Association Presi
dent Lisa English. "Some of the 
students were the same students I 
had asked the previous day to not 

eat in the game room." 
Upon visit ing the room, Eng

lish said she saw food wrappers, 
crushed soda cans, food smeared 
along tables and spilled drinks. 
The closing of the room was 
finalized by Dean of Students 
Joyce Coleman, and has no set 
date for reopening. 

Kevin Workman, Digital Art 

student and user of the game 
room, was present the day the 
room was closed and said, "I was 
bummed a little bit, but it 's m ore 
the fact that they wasted $10k to 
build something that 's an exten
sion of the cafeteria that people 
can't eat in, and then just shut it 
down." 

English said in regards to 

room 's current inaccessibility, 
"The closing is not permanent. 
We are looking into installing se
curity cameras." 

Wait ing on approval from 
BC's Maintenance and Opera
tions Department, English says 
that the cameras will allow them 
to observe the students who are 
breaking the rules and "making 

it a bad situation for everyone 
else." As for ensuring and en
forcing the room 's rules English 
said, "The Student Government 
checks the game room when 
they can; however, we should not 
have to be babysitters [ when] the 
signs state no food or drinks." 

Once cameras are installed the 
game room will be reopened. 
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Classic mission houses 
rich artistic heritage 

By Monica Bolger 
Reporter 

A subtle bell may be heard 
ringing down the street from 
Bakersfield College at the place 
where Berger and Water Streets 
meet. 

Here an 800-pound bronze 
beIJ is pulled into action from 
its bell tower to remind the "La 
Loma" community that it's time 
to push past the sanctuary doors 
and fiU the pews to give praise as 
mass begins at the San Clemente 
Mission. 

The "mission" holds a histo1i
cal past as being one of the first 
chapels in the state of California 
to be discarded by the War As
sets Administration. The chapel 
was once represented as a large 
investment by the army and was 
signed over to Father TI1omas of 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 
where it was established on the 
same day, Feb. 15, 1947. 

lt was soon after that Padre 
Francisco Garces introduced the 

idea and acronym of the word 
"mission" and was then estab
lished as the Mission of The Sa
cred Heart. 

The exterior of the church 
is swTOunded with visible art
work of iconic statues, saints 
and angels that were each hand 
sculptured of wood, carved and 
imported from Mexico. 

Its architectural style of arched 

Event gives 
youngsters 
a 'Reel Fun' 

• experience 

arcades and columns was int1u
enced from the same design and 
construction as 1har of the 21 
original Spanish-styled missions 
of California. 

TI1e mission survives off 
of small donations given to a 
passed-around collection basket 
dming mass and volunteer work 
that financially suppo11s the en
tire congregation. 

Frank and Leila Espinoza are 
well known to the church for 
contributing their time to orga
nizing events and devoting their 
charity work for the safety and 
well being of the church. 

"It's a beautiful congregation 
that's made up of different races 
and ethnicities and our one priest 
that is bilingual," said Mr. Espi
noza 

"This mission was rebuilt in 
1995 but was first established 
in 1947 as part of 1·he Diocese 
of Fresno;' Espinoza said. "The 
whole world is djvided into dio
cese, and Fresno is the one we're 
a part of since that is where our 
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Above: Collin Gray, 4, shows off his catch at the 2011 Reel Fun Fishout on March 5. 
Below: Anglers are reflected in the waters of Mirror Lake at Hart Park. 

The Gate offers 
youths a safer 
musical grotto 

By: Martin Chang 
Reporter 

The Gate, a concert. venue on 
23rd and O Street, focuses on 
provfrling a positive place for the 
youth to listen to music and sup
po11 music acts. 

According to event direct.or 
Mike Carlson, it is "the atmo
sphere" that makes The Gate 
rufferent from other venues. He 
said, "It's a safe atmosphere. 
There is no alcohol allowed on 
the premises. We take care of 
The Gate inside and out, mak
ing sure it's safe for everybody. 
We won 't allow fights to break 
out The safe atmosphere is the 
key, making sure everybody has 
a good lime. There is some hard
core trashing that goes on, but its 

not malicious." 
Cai·lson says that this deru

cation 10 a positive venue is 
because of the religious connec
tion. The Gate is a branch of The 
Garden Community Church. He 
said, "Obviously with God be
ing the center, we ruscourage 
verbal abuse by the bands, we 
discourage cursing and things 
like that. Bands from out of The 
Garden and other churches come 
here and play and get the word 
of God out. We do allow secular 
band<; to play here." 

Tommy Juarez, a fan of shows 
at The Gate, says that it's the 
"good people and good environ
ment" that bring him to the ven
ue. He says, "It's really nice and 
chill. It's one of 1·he main reasons 
[J come to The Gate]. There's 

drunk people eve1ywhere at 
Jeny's and The Dome. Here, the 
worst you get is smoking outside, 
ai1d that's not even a big deal." 

When attending shows at The 
Gate Juarez feels, "a good sense 
of joy" and "gets really happy." 
Juarez also likes the low prices 
of tickets and variety of acts." I-le 
said, "It's only seven dollars for 
a show. It's not all hai·dcore, you 
get acoustic and alternative.'' 

Some of the bands that play at 
The Gate feel supported by both 
the venue ai1d the auruence. 

Chtis Fink, lead singer of For 
Every King a Crown, plays at 
TheGat.e. 

He said, ·'every time we play 
here, everyone that's in the 
crowd gets involved and they 
participate in the music they re-
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Above: The San Clemente Mission on March 9, located on Berger Street, is a classic 
example of California mission architecture. Left: Statues adorn the mission's grounds. 

only Bishop. John Steinbock, 
used to reside. 

'We no longer have a bishop 
anymore;' said Espinoza. 

The inside of the structure is 
also composed of handcrafted 
and stenciled artwork that is 
flourished on the walls, ceiling 
beams and at the altar of the mis
sion. 

"It's a beautiful church and 
each piece of artwork has either 
been donated or specially made 
for us by crafted arrjsans. The 
stained glass windows each give 
a message that educates people 
of California's ancestral heri-

rage, our state flower and animal, 
along with plant and animal life 
that make up our state. If you 
look closely you can see, in the 
Bakersfield window, the Tejon 
Ranch symbol and Kem Coun
ty's agiiculture around it;' said 
Espinoza. 

The mission's sac1isty has a 
vaiiety of different sacred ves
sels, consisting of paintings and 
saints that have also been handed 
down to the church by different 
people. "We have one of 1·he larg
est sacristies and as you can see, 
and it holds many sculptures that 
we keep on &splay for historical 

purposes," said Espinoza. "Our 
library in the back is part of the 
exhibit. It contains many collect
ed books that explain the history 
of California missions and how 
they were founded, including dif
ferent w1itings by high thinking 
theologians and philosophers. 

"San Clemente Mission is a 
histo1ical landmark that not only 
welcomes every pat1 of Bakers
field's community but also gladly 
gives tours to elementary schools 
that want to give students an idea 
of what original California mis
sions look like and the history 
behind them." 

BC farm offers students 
agricultral experience 

By Esteban Ramirez 
Reporter 

According to Bakersfield 
College agriculture professor 
Bill Kelly, neai·ly 40 percent 
of the jobs in Kem County ai·e 
in the agricultm·e indust1y. 

Kelly said BC statted of
fering agricultural classes in 
1913 and was the first of Cal
ifornia's community colleges 
to do so. The BC farm was 
started in 1973 thanks in parl 
to Keith Haycock and Lloyd 
Hokait. 

In BC farm classes, Kelly 
explained, the students get 
to grow crops, feed and take 
care of animals and operate 
farm equipment. The farm 
allows students get hands-on 
experience to apply to what 
they learn in class about ani
mal and crop science. 

Students get to take part 
in feeding and take caring of 
animals such as: sheep, hogs, 
cattle, horses and poulLry. 
Professor William Bai·nes 
and Professor Gay Gardella 
donated the animals and the 
others were purchased. 

"Students will be able 
to find agiicultm·e jobs eas
ily after taking these classes;' 
KeUy said. ''You'll get a lot of 

ally seem to enjoy it. They slam 
dance, hai·dcore dance, they're 
onstage, they're moshing, if you 
love music you come to the show 
and enjoy it, you do what you 
want to do." 

Fink describes hardcore danc
ing and slam dancing as a "way 
of getting out your emotions 
through energy and passion. If 
you've had a bad week, if work 
has been crappy you just go out 
there and swing away." 

Fink commented about The 
Gate as a venue, "The people 
who run The Gate are ve1y nice. 
They're all about the local scene. 
You don't have to sell tickets to 
play. They pay you. It's a nice 
venue. The stage is nice. The 
sound equipment is nice. It 's re
ally fun to play." 
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The Bakersfield College f ann owns many sheep that 
students care for as part of the agriculture classes offered 
there March 10. 

incredible expe1iences in these 
classes such as leatning about 
ruseases and preventing them, 
getting to grow fruits and vegeta
bles with yow· own hands. work
ing with tractors and seeing baby 
animals being bom." Kelly also 
added that ''you don't need ex
pe1ience in agriculture to get in 
this program. Although it would 

Kyle Lutge, lead singer of 
Stomping Grounds, a band that 
plays at The Gate, echoes Fink's 
sentiments. He said, "H's ftiend
ly, everyone welcomes you with 

benefit you if you took it in high 
school, you don't need experi
ence. This is pe1fect for those 
who wanted to take it but never 
got a chance in high school." 

Kelly said that the BC ag1i
culture progi·am is experiencing 
some budget cuts. They had 50 
classes last year and now it's 
down to 20. 

From left: Ben Villalobos, 
Jose Meza, Austen Matson 
and Louis Delgado perform 
as the band Company 
to Keep at The Gate 
Community Center on Feb. 
18. 

MARTIN CHANG I THE RW 

open arms, nothing is hostile, 
everyone's nice. it's a fun place 
to just have a show. There are 
never fights here. You can pretty 
much be yourself." 

brtng th.ls ad for 
SI0.00 OFF your first Jump! 

www.Sk.ydive'Jaft.com 
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Service provides foster youth employment 
By Cristal Rodriguez 

Reporter 

Covenant Coffee, along with 
Covenant Community Services 
Incorporated, is a non-profit 
organization that offers many 
programs t.o foster youths. The 
programs were created to help 
find foster kids in Bakersfield 
and its surrounding areas a place 
to stay and provide jobs for the 
youths in those programs. 

' 'This program, Covenant Cof
fee, staited a year ago when CEO 
Randy Martin and local roaster 
Isaac Dennis came from No11h 
Cai·olina and shai·ed the same 
idea," said Jeremy Hendricks, 
project manager for the coffee 
program. 

"'Coffee roasted on purpose 
and for a purpose' is the motto 
for the coffee shop;' said Manin 
and Dennis about the program. 

Martin and Dennis shai·ed 
the idea and believed that they 
could help many youths become 
independent and successful by 
providing them with jobs. They 
both felt that opening a busi
ness and offering jobs to foster 
youths, would make them feel 
more positive about. themselves 
and would create new oppottuni
ties for them. 

These programs are only of-

fered for foster children and 
youths in order to better the 
system. There are two programs 
available, Covenant Coffee and 
Covenant Media. 

"Covenant Coffee is our new 
program for the youth, but Cov
enant Community Services 
Incorporated has been here in 
Bakersfield for 15 years help
ing out. foster youth," said Hen
dricks. 

Many foster youths do not do 
well in the system and when they 
get booted out at the age of 18, 
they have nowhere to go or noth
ing to do, so they get into tTouble 
with the law or involved in gang 
violence. 

"Here at Covenant Commu
nity Se1vices, we are trying to 
take the adolescents being eman
cipated and help them become 
independent," said Hendricks. 
In addition they also provide 
housing for the youth involved 
in Covenant Coffee and other 
programs. 

"We have two programs that 
provide housing for our fos
ter youth, Building Blocks and 
Traditional Housing;' said Hen
dricks. "Traditional housing is 
one of the bigger locarions were 
housing is provided because its 
an apartment. complex ." 

Current} y Covenant. Coffee 
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The Bakersfield College cafeteria on Feb. 24 offers a large 
selection of fresh salads, soups, sandwiches and fruit as 
alternatives to typical fast-food style burgers and fries. 

Healthy alternatives 
• are pricey on campus, 

'junk food' is cheaper 
By Cristal Rodriguez 

Reporter 

It's very important to offer a 
vaiiety of food at Bakersfield 
Coliege, according to Diana 
MmTell, who works in the Ren
egades Food Court. 

"Eve1yone likes different 
things, some like junk food and 
others want salads and fruit, so 
we offer many choices," said 
MmTell. 

The Pai1orama Gtill and Ren
egades Food Comt offer Salads, 
frnit, deli sandwiches, tuna, wa
ter at1d Powerade. 

"Sometimes I just want to 
huJTy and get. a healthy snack to 
eat on my way to class, but all I 
can get is water, and sometimes 
I get stuck buying Hot Cheetos 
because it's all I can grab," said 
Gabriela Cmz, BC student. 

The BC cafetetia has junk food 
such as chips, cookies, brownies, 
cakes, chocolate bars, candy and 
soda for students to just grab. 
These foods ai·en't necessaiily 
healthy, but they are the less ex
pensive when compai·ed to other 
items in the cafeteria. 

"I try my best to stay healthy 
for my kids , but it is just so 
hard because the food here 
costs so much, especially the 
healthy food," said BC stu
dent mother Patticia Rivas. 
"I'd just rather grab a bag of 
chips or a cookie and a soda for 
about $3, because if I tt·y getting 
a water bottJe and some fmit that 
would be like $5, which is totally 
not wo1th it.." 

BC does its best. to provide 
foods that ai·e healthy for stu
dents and athletes. 

Both the Renegades Food 
Comt and the Pat1orama G1ill 

use Canola oil, which has no 
trans-fat. This oil is used on ev
erything f1ied in the Panorama 
G1ill, according to MmTell. 

Some of the healthy foods they 
have on campus do cost more 
than other items. 

The salads offered at the Ren
egades Food Court cost. $7 for 
the big box or $3 for the smallest 
size. The fmit. cost just about. $4 
for the smaJ!est box depending 
on which kind of frui t students 
choose and bottled water or any 
dtink beside soda range from 
$ 1.69 to $3.50. 

Deli sandwiches can be pur
chased at the Renegades Food 
Comt and range in p1ices de
pending on what is put on the 
sandwich and if you want half 
or the whole thing, a combo can 
cost up to $7. 

They do have baked chips on 
campus that are a healthy on-the
go snacks, but those ai·e only sold 
during food court hours. 

Kai-en Alcanzai· said, " it's ri
diculous, I think, because the 
only healthy food here costs so 
much. A single banana should 
not cost a dollar and a water 
bottle should not. cost nearly $2, 
that's just ridiculous. And let's 
not talk about. the salads." 

The issue with healthy food 
on campus is more about being 
affordable than not having op
tions. 

Amanda Villalobos suggests 
that there should be more food 
given in the small salads and fruit 
so it would be wo11h the p1ice. 

"We would alI be really happy 
when we walk into the cafete
ria and grab a healthy oatmeal 
cookie or granola bai· and bottled 
water for $2 on our way t.o class," 
said Linda Ramirez, student. 

t 
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Barista David Balderas (left) and project leader Jeremy 
Hendricks pose with mugs in hand at Covenant 
Community Services on 29th Street on March 1 l. 

doesn' t have its own location, so 
as for now they just have it mn
ning in the office of Covenant 
Community Services. 

"We are ve1y excited and 
proud to say that we have two 
possible locations for the cof
fee shop which are 1700 North 
Chester, where the old Bank of 
America used to be, and another 
location in Taft;' says Maitin. 

Many people get the idea that 
these wilI be like the Starbucks 
all over town, but these coffee 

shops will be nothing like Star
bucks according to Hendticks. 
"It's more of a local shop ai1d the 
coffee is roasted to pe1fection." 

Covenant Community Ser
vices Incorporated at1d its many 
programs such as Covenant Cof
fee are located in downtown Ba
kersfield on 1616 29th and Eye 
Street. 

"We welcome volunteers and 
they are highly appreciated. We 
have several programs that need 
mentors," says Hendticks. 
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David Balderas shows off his barista skills while preparing 
a latte at Covenant Community Services on 29th Street 
on March 11. The organization is hoping to open a coffee 
house in the near future. 

Locals jubilate for Mardi Gras 
By Amber Troupe 

Reporter 

Fat Tuesday is usually one 
the biggest panies in the coun
try in almost eve1y city or state, 
but Bakersfield's events turnout. 
was on a smaller scale. A lot of 
people didn't. know that there 
were Mardi Gras parties in Ba
kersfield to attend, while others 
did not know what it was or did 
not celebrate it. 

"I never heai·d about anything 
here. I didn't know there was a 
Mai·di Gras even in Bakersfield. 
I'm not 21 yet, so I can't dt·ink 
that. may be why I didn ' t. know," 
said Crystal Lands, 20, Forensic 
Toxicology major. 

Nathan Auman, 21, explains 
what Mardi Gras meant t.o him 
and recoliected the ext1-avaganza 
he went to the year before, "It 
just means having fun like I did 
last yeai· at the linge1ie and soap 
pai·ty I went to. But this yeai· I'm 
not going to be doing anything." 

One student excited about the 
Fat Tuesday celebration was 
Sydney Jensen, 21, who ex
plained what Mai·di Gras meant 
in her opinion. 

''To me it means party; cel
ebrate New Orleans, boobs and 
boobs galore!" Jensen said. She 
explained what her plat1s for this 
yeai·'s festivities were; 'T m go
ing to throw a Mai·di Gras party 
with eve1yone dt·essed in color
ful masks." 

Besides the party Jensen is 
throwing at. her home, Fishlips 
Bar and Gri11, in Downtown 
Bakersfield had a Mardi Gras 
themed bash. The bar had a large 
portion of sears filled at the ta
bles and bai·. 

Hilai·y Brown and her friend, 
whose boyftiend was in one 
of the bands pe1forming, Dub 
Seeds, said this yeai· was her 1st 
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Revellers at a Mardi Gras party at Fishlips imbibe drinks and food as they celebrate Fat 
Tuesday on March 8. Fat Tuesday is traditionally the day before the beginning of Lent. 

time celebrating Mardi Gras at 
Fishlips. 

"I heai·d about it through my 
ftiend because her boyf1iend is 
in the band, that's perfo1ming 
next, Dub Seeds." 

Although it was her first time 
partying at Fishlips, Brown said 
that she celebrates every year. 

'Tm not. from here, I'm from 
Santa.Maria, well Santa.Barbara 
it's just like a little Bakersfield," 
she said as she chuckled to her
self. 

Across the bai·, in the booths 
section, two ladies with re
served tables rocked to Dub 
Seeds, who performed on stage. 
Brianna Among and Courtney 
Meza, are somewhat veteran's 
t.o Fishlips they shared. Among 
said after she finished listening 
to the band's song, "Once or 
twice a week, I'm here because I 

do open mike night, but this my 
first Fat Tuesday here though." 

Her friend Meza stated, "I 
have been coming here four or 
five times a week for the last 
four years, I can' t. exactly re
member because I was pretty 
wasted, what. happened at last. 
year 's Mardi Gras, but so fai· its 
turning out to be better than this 
year 's." 

Another happening in Down
town Bakersfield in honor of 
Mai·di Gras was at a new place, 
Ink Bar and Nightclub that was 
hosting its very first Mardi Gras 
function, where there was a 
small crowd of party-goers at 
the door, showing ID as well as 
ordering taco's from the Bai·'s 
catering service provided to go 
with their drinks. 

Edgar Gonzales, 28, Commu
nications major at Bakersfield 

College, stated that this was his 
first Mai·di Gras Pai·ty at the Ink 
Bai·. 

"I'm with Spank Ente1tain
ment Promotions, at1d I actually 
did a lot of the promoting and 
organizing for this Mardi Gras 
theme here tonight." 

Ink Bai· had waitt·esses in 
black dresses with colors of 
Mardi Gras inte1twined in vari
ous different ways. Although 
the building was not packed, 
there were two levels to the Ink 
Bai· and the downstairs area 
was where the dat1ce floor was 
located as well as the dtink fill
ing station the waitresses came 
from. 

The festival at this paiticular 
bar was scheduled for the last. 
call to be at 1:45 a.m. with peo
ple already feeling the camival
like celebration. 

Women celebrated through local play 
By Amber Troupe 

Reporter 

Clothed from head to toe in 
outdated garb, easily recogniz
able as being from a time pe1iod 
in the past, the speaker moves 
her hands and body in ai1 ex
pressive manner. 

Acu·ess Althea Williams has 
been acting in general for over 
41 years now and has been 
playing Sojourner Truth in the 
shortened version of a play ti 
tled "A Woman Called Truth," 
put on by the Bakersfield 
Community Theater, where 
Williams has been the vice 
president for the past four years. 
In character, Williams talks 
about the period of Sojourner 
Truth's life when she was a 

slave, when she was freed and 
on her ' travels' as the speech 
put it. This is the first time that 
Williams has been invited to 
pe1form this excerpt, "Speaking 
The Tmth" with the Women's 
Month Event at Bakersfield 
College. 

Even though this was Wil
liams first time performing this 
piece at. BC, the seats were filled, 
aJI except. for two. The moving 
passage had the room silent, 
especially during instances Wil
liams would break out in song, 
singing spirituals like "Wade in 
the Water." 

The performance consisted 
of speeches and storytelling to 
b1ing to life a small section of 
such an historical figm·e's bi
ography. Williams spoke about 

slavery in depth with such lines 
as, "I worked like 20 men and 
eat like 'em too, whenever they 
fed me. I worked till my hands 
were bruised and sore." 

Williams portraying Trnth 
spoke of all the different natnes 
she was given as a slave and how 
it took yeai-s for her to find the 
name that tt·uly belonged to her. 
There was also hidden infonna
tion in the plays dialogue, like 
how Truth spoke at a women's 
conference with Susan B. An
thony and how she met Presi
dent Abraham Lincoln. 

After the plays end, Althea 
received a standing ovation for 
her pe1formance and po1trayal 
as Sojourner Tmth. 

When the speech was over, 
Williams opened the floor up 

for questions from the audience 
with the first question about. 
Tmth and the Underground 
Railroad. 

The question about Trnth's 
role in the creation of the Un
derground Railroad, allowed for 
Williams to cleai· up what she 
considered to be a little known 
fact. "There is actually a small 
section in the display case at 
Fisk University, which is built 
on part of the Underground 
Railroad, dedicated to Sojourn
er and her contTibution to the 
Railroad." 

Willia.in s continues to be a 
pa.it of this play and has been 
for the last tJu-ee Black Histo1y 
Month festivals, including the 
BCT's first Annual Black His
to1y Month Celebration. 
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News Briefs 
BC now offers swimming 

passes 

In resp0nse to the Bakersfield 
College colu-se Swim and Stay 
Fit being canceled, the Bakers
field College Pool now offers a 
swimming pass to students as 
well as the general public. Priced 
at $30 for students, and $60 for 
the general public, the pass wi4 
allow access to the pool Monday 
through Thursday from l p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m. The pass is valid dilling 
the Sp1ing, Summer, and Falt 
semesters and can be purchased 
from staff and lifeguards ar the 
BC Pool. 

Geology dub solar oven 
building contest 

The geology club is doing a so
lar oven building contest which 
will be going during Spring 
Fling, specifically on the Thlll·s
day of Spring Fling. The contest 
ants are encouraged to go along 
with the "decades" Lheme the 
SGA is doing, more specifically. 
'70s day. Any students that wish 
to participate should contact 
Natalie Bursztyn, professor o( 
geology and adviser for the geol
ogy club. The project coincides 
with BC 's solar parking lot/ solar 
education awareness concept. 

BC Horticulture Department 
to put on Gardenfest 

Gardenfest, the campus fes
tival pul on by the Horticulture 
Departmenl. will be on campus 
April 9 at the Bakersfield Col
lege Horticulture Renegade 
Park. There will also be booths 
for campus clubs and other orga
nizations. Reservation forms for 
booth space for campus organi
zations can be found on www2. 
bakersfieldcol lege .edu/ garden
;fest, and the space fee is $7 5 be
ginning March 17. Booth space 
js free up until March 16. 

BC cheer team tryouts 

BC Cheer Team Tryouts for 
2011-2012 will be held March 
28 to April 1. Orientation and 
first practice are on March 28 in 
the Huddle and a clinic will con
tinue March 28-31 (Mon-Thurs) 
at 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Huddle 
with try-outs on Aptil 1 (Fri.) at 
5:00 p.m. in the Dance Room. 
Try-outs are open to graduating 
high school seniors and older. 
Cheer or dance expelience is 
helpful. but not required, and 
there are GPA requirements. In
fonnation packets available in 
LA 205A, or on the BC website, 
or by contacting Becki Whitson 
at 395-4619 or bwhitson@ba
kersfieldcollege.edu. 

Scottish Gathering to be held 
at Stramler Park 

The Bakersfield Highland 
Gathering and Games, a festival 
for Scouish/Celtic music and 
culture including food and ath
letics, will be at Stramler Park on 
Saturday, Ap1il 2. 

Twilight marathon at the Fox 
Theatre 

On April 2, the Fox Theau·e 
will be holding a Twilarhon for 
the charity A Relay for Life. 
This event includes a screening 
of all three Twilight movies with 
a raftle and door prizes. Come 
dressed as your favorite char
acter for a look-alike contest. 
Seating begins at 9:00 p.m. and, 
screenings stait at 10 p.m, and 
this event costs $15 or $22 at the 
door. Call 441-0000 or visit Val
litix.com for tickets. VJP pack
ages also available. 
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SGA: Election winners excited about roles in upcoming term 
Continued from Page 1 

About Iris new p0s1uon, he 
stated, ''What I bring to the table 
is not only just the knowledge of 
Robe1t's Rules, but working well 
with others is something I bring 
in to the twist of it all." 

Villanueve stated that in his 
new position as u·easurer, he 
would like to focus on "build
ing a better relationship between 
the students and SGA." He also 
stated that he will Uy to work 
on creating awai·eness about the 
cleanliness of the campus and 
t1y to get people more involved 
in mainta:itring a cleaner school. 

Byrd expressed her excite
ment for the new SGA members. 
Even though her position is one 
she has held before, she slated. "J 
asp:it·e just to be great in my posi
tion. I believe rhat every day you 
come to Bakersfield College, 
you conquer the world.'' 

As new activities liaison, 
Hall stated she would like to 

get more activities on campus 
that everyone could panicipate 
in, "doing my constituency re
p0rts as a senator, one of the 
complaints is that the disabled 
students don' t have any activities 
to take part in.'· Her plan to make 
tlris happen is to create events 
like an contests, where eve1yone 
could be involved. 

Hernandez talked about his 
plans as vice president and said 
that because he has wo1'ked with 
previous officers, he will be more 
in tune to what his resp0nsibili
ties consist of. Tn his new term 
he stated that he would like to 
get involved with "district wide 
committees, to know what's ac
tually going on with the school 
on a wider basis than just within 
the SGA." 

As far as plans for the new 

term, new SGA president 
Thompson said she would like to 
keep things a surprise. ''I have a 
lot of things that I want to do. but 
I have to figure out if they can 
be done and so I want to keep it 
under wraps unlil I know I can 
do it. There's a lot of stuff the 
students have p0wer over here 
on campus, but then there's a lot 
of stuff that we think we have 
p0wer over and we don't, it is the 
higher ups'' 

About the online ballots, one 
thing Thompson noticed while 
talking to the student body was 
that certain students preferred 
the paper ballots, while others 
enjoyed the online ballots. She 
said that some people found the 
online ballot difficult to operate. 

According to Coleman, the 
new online ballots were done to 
u·y and make the election more 
quick and efficient, winch ended 

up working out. 
''Technology made it so great, 

last year we were here until al
most midnight doing the Scan
tTons and verifying that they 
were real ballots and not one 
of the people that dropped in," 
Coleman shared. This year she 
said it took five minutes. 

The amount of people tl1at 
voted this year as opposed to last 
year, Coleman stated probably 
had something to it being sp1ing 
fling. This year prizes were giv
en for people who voted on! ine or 
who wished to be entered in the 
drawing. An iPad was awarded 
to Tabitha Ridenour and an iPod 
shuffle to Michelle Joy Lutrania. 
as well as 20 $100 book vouch
ers. 

Hernandez expressed his opin
ion on the results of the election 
that coincided with all the new 
members reactions, "I tlrink all 

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 

President 
Tawntannisha Thompson 

Vice President. 
Gilbert Heman 

Treasurer 
Richard Villanueva 

Secretary 
Toccara Byrd 

Legislative liaison 
Bonnie Wilson 

General council 
Derrick Kenner 

Activities liaison 
Theresa Hall 

the positions were filled appro
p1iately, they're people that have 
been involved. It's not someone 
that wanted to get involved to 
fluff up their resume:· He made 
clear that each member has con
llibuted time to the:it· school tak
ing part in projects on campus. 

ABORTION: Anti-abortionists drew attention of students and administration 
Continued from Page 1 

Other students in attendance 
that favored anti-abortion de
cisions disagreed with Project 
Truth ·s message and methods 
and felt tJ1at some instances are 
acceptable to have an abortion 
while other pro-abortion rights 
students disagreed. immensely 
witJ1 Project Tmth and their cam
paign. 

BC student Rebecca Mateer is 
against abortions but feels that 
sometimes abo11ions ai·e neces
sary. 

" I think there are situations 
that call for ii, like the whole 
'rape' thing. I think if you are 
raped and you don't want to have 
a child because it reminds you of 
that situation that happened, I'm 
all for it because tJ1at's just go
ing to make you relive your life 
every single day;' she said. 

Mateer also commented how 
the pictures are inappropriate 
because some women who have 
had an abo1tion may become 
distraught or overcome with 
guilt and try to hann themselves 
because of 1he decision they've 
made. 

BC student Veronica Ramos 
was upset about Project Tmth 
coming on to the campus with 
their message and felt that abor
tions are necessary in many cases 
and to say that they should stop 
is ridiculous. Her friend David 
Neill, who is also a BC student, 
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Project Truth member "Don" Qast name withheld by 
subject's request) interacts with students during an anti
abortion display in the Free Speech Area on March 9. 

disagreed with the message but 
still felt Project Truth had the 
right to be on campus. 

"I think them coming out here 
is their decision. Yeah they have 
freedom of speech, and as long 
as they're not shoving it down 
everyone's throat, then I think 
they have a right to speak be
cause everyone has their own 
opinions," Neill said. He, along 
with Ramos, felt the display 
would have been better served 
in the Fireside Room or another 
location indoors. 

Other students who didn't 
have a su·ong p0sition on abor
tions discussed their reactions to 
seeing such images for the first 
time. 

Ryan Roman sat on the bench
es with his friend'5 and stared at 
the pictures for a while unsure of 
what to think about what he was 
witnessing. ''I've never actually 
seen it so it gives a su·ong mes
sage about abortion." he said. 

Jennifer Sawyer felt that the 
photos were a little offensive but 
at the same time an ·'eye-opener." 

"I never seen an abotted baby be
fore but now that I've seen it, it's 
a horrible thing," she said. 

At one time during the event. 
there was a verbal incident that 
occwTed with a few students who 
began to shout out ·we don't 
want you here! " and "Leave. 
We'll make our own decisions!" 
The incident drew the attention 
of public safety officials, dean 
of students Joyce Coleman and 
Student Government Association 
president Lisa English who u·ied 
to get Project Truth to vacate the 
premises. AdditionaJly, one of 
1·he Project Truth members was 
holding a video camera, record
ing eve1y thing going on, which 
prompted Coleman to place her 
hand in front of the camera in an 
effo1t to get the man to stop re
cording. 

The attempts by Coleman and 
English proved unsuccessful and 
the man filming was allowed 
to continue. Public safety of
ficer Clu-is Counts said rhat BC 
is an open campus and that they 
have the right just like anyone 
else taking pictures on campus 
though they would be prevented 
from recording indoors. 

"We're just here to keep the 
peace. There were some people 
getting rowdy ea.rlier and we just 
want to make sure that they're 
able to say what they want to say 
and they're able to say want they 
want to say but in a civil man-

ner;' Counts said. He confinned 
that no students had to be re
moved from the premises. 

Don stated Project Truth's po
sition that the public areas of the 
campus are free speech areas and 
it is not illegal to organize such 
an event on campus with or with
out the school's permission. 

"'The cowts have ruled that the 
campus is a free speech area, it ·s 
a marketplace for ideas and this 
is a public school and because 
it is, these are public sidewalks. 
You can come and present your 
stuff and talk to people, you don't 
have to ask pennission, howev
er. we do let the colleges know 
we're coming ahead of time and 
let them know what we're doing. 
A lot of times [schools] want 
us to register with them and we 
don't have a problem with that; ' 
Don said. 

According to English, it is 
confirmed that Project Truth did 
notify BC in advance that they 
would be on campus. 

Project Truth campaigns all 
across the US according to Don, 
"We have four different teams 
that go all over the country and 
we live here so we do this area. 
Om group, in Northern Califor
nia, has been doing tlris about 
five years." 

The group members have been 
campaigtring for over 25 years in 
various organizations spreading 
the anti-abortion message. 

Students get scholarships on International Women's Day 
Martin Chang 

Reporter 

On March 8, International 
Women's Day is celebrated 
around the world to honor inter
national women who conu·ibute 
to the:it· communities. 

Here in Bakersfield, the day 
is celebrated by giving awards 
and four college scholarships, 
including two scholarships to 
Bakersfield College students, 
at a dinner at The Seven Oaks 
Counu-y Club. 

Sazuku Itoh, a Japanese liberal 
arts major at BC and a recipient 
of one of the scholarships, was 
"smvri.sed and nervous'· at the 
id.ea of getting the scholarship 
in front of people at a dinner that 
she describes as "serious" and a 
"big deal." 

Yet. she is "ve1y happy'' to be 
honored. 

When applying for the schol
arship, she found it easy to write 
about herself. 

She said, ·'It was easy to write 
about myself. It was easy to tell 

them why I needed the scholar
ship. I can just be honest and 
never lie in it." She prefeITed the 
focus on her character and story, 
to other scholarships, which fo
cuses on her financial situation. 
In her application she thanked 
both her biological parents and 
house parents from her time as 
an exchange student for their 
support. 

Once Ttoh earns her Associate 
Deg1·ee at BC, she plans on ma
joring in economics. She plans 
on applying to "big company'' 
jobs in Japan. She also has many 
ideas for small businesses, winch 
she describes as "things in her 
head." 

Joyce Vina, the second BC 
student to receive the scholar
ship went through an "emo
tional" time writing the essay 
forthe award. When writing her 
essay she recalled the "painful" 
moments in adjusting to a new 
culture. She said, "It was dif
ficult living alone, to be far away 
from yolll· family, from anything 
familiar. To remember all the 

painful th:it1gs, it was filled with 
emotions to actually w1ite the es
say." 

Vina calls the scholai·ship 
"wonderful'' and "amazing''. 
Despite the emotional process 
she found the essay easy to write, 
saying, "you just have to think it 
over what happened." 

She said, "I was really glad 
that t.o be able to get it. after all 
I've been through it's quite up
lifting to get rhe scholarship." 
She, like Itoh, was sw·prised to 
get the scholai·ship. 

Two California State Universi
ty Bakersfield students also were 
awai·ded scholarships. Their 
names are Shakira AchutJ1an and 
Nanko Morimoto. 

Achuthan is majoring in Psy
chology and plans on help:it1g 
educate the people in her home 
counlly of Malawi. She feels that 
the scholarship will help her in 
these goals. 

Tlris was Mori.moto's first 
scholarship and she was "very 
happy'' to be awarded the schol
ai·slrip. 

Shohreh Rahman, the Interna
tional Students Counselor at BC 
and volunteer for International 
Women's Day, believes that the 
scholai·ships are an impo11ant 
part of the Women's Day cel
ebration in Bakersfield. 

Be:it1g a volunteer with the 
event from its time in Bakers
field , her goal "from day one'' 
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was to create t11e scholarships. 
She was "very excited'. when 

the scholarships were created in 
2010. 

She believes that international 
students were an important part 
of the co1runU1rity for the organi
zation to honor. 

She said, "There ai·e so many 
students that are needy and ha.rd 
working, and international. 

'T hey pay out of slate tuition. 
It is really to recognize their hard 
work. Ifs nice to award them." 

International Women's day 
also honors other interna1fonal 
women who have contributed to 
their communities in categories 
like education, social work, and 
the arts. 

Fundraising event planned for April 
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Mateo M. Melero 
Reporter 

Hands Across California, the 
scholarship fundraising event 
that is attempting to raise a $100 
million endowment for the Cali
fornia Community College sys
tem, now has an intended rout.e 
for the hand holding event. 

"lt 's going to start in Sacra
mento and it 's go:it1g to end here;' 
said Roger Sanchez, Bakersfield 
College Student Government As
sociation Liaison to the Dean. 

The route is expected to come 

in from the south through Edison 
Hwy, then down Fairfax Road 
to Panorama Drive where it will 
end at the Bakersfield College 
main campus. 

Due 10 the unwillingness of 
some community colleges to 
participate in the event the hand 
holding line will no longer make 
a circle inside and arnund the 
state. 

"It's actually going to be a big 
C, due to the fact that Fresno and 
other community colleges up 
there don't want to participate," 
said Sanchez. 

Relying on participants from 
the community, the link from 
Antelope Valley College, BC's 
closest patticipating partner, will 
require 90,000 people. 

"We're going ro coordinate 
with [Ant.elope Valley] to get 
more people and meet us half 
way." 

111e date of the fundraiser stilJ 
remains scheduled for April 17. 

·'It's a big task for just a 
month;' said Sanchez. "We just 
need to woITy about getting peo
ple from here to Antelope Valley 
College.'' 
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