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Osama's death sparks discussion around BC 
By Michael Wafford 

Editor in chief 

Osama bin Laden is dead. On 
the evening of May 1, news of 
Osama bin Laden's death spread 
throughout television, radio and 
the Internet. 

On May 2, Bakersfield Col
lege students could be heard dis
cussing the news while walking 
through cam pus. 

BC student Edith Jara, 18, was 
happy to hear the news. 

Renegades 
win eight 
heading 
into SoCal 
regionals 

By Michael Morrow 
Reporter 

After finishing the regular 
season on an eight-game win
ning streak and pulling away 
with the Western State Confer
ence championship, Bakers
field College softball garnered 
a No. 13 seed in the Southern 
California Regional playoffs. 

BC finished the regular sea
son with a 26-14-1 overall 
record and a 15-3 conference 
record. 

The Renegades will travel 
to No. 4 Cerritos for a best-of
three regional first round series 
May 7-8. 

If they win, they continue on 
to the second round of region
als, which are May 14-15. 

The State Finals could po
tentially be a home game for 
the Renegades if they advance 
in the Super Regionals. With a 
win or loss for BC, the Finals 
will be held at the Dean and 
Adah Gay Sports Complex 
May 20-22. 

"The goal all year was to 
get in the final four and play at 
home. It would be awesome," 
said softball head coach Sandi 
Taylor. 

BC finished the season with 
wins against Sylmar (7-0), L.A. 
Valley (9-0, 10-2), Citrus (10-
0, 7-3, 1-0), and Santa Monica 
(23-0, 19-0). 

A month ago, April 1, the 
Renegades lost a doubleheader 
to Cerritos at BC, 7-1 and 8-4, 
and brought their record to a 
blundering 14-13 overall , 4-3 
WSC. 

"Those games were games 
eight and nine in a span of sev
en days. 

"We definitely finished 

"It's cool - it's not cool, 
I shouldn't say that because 
someone died, but you actually 
feel like the terrorism is finally 
going to end. I was in fourth 
grade when 9 /11 happened, and 
to see how everything started 
and how they were looking for 
them when Bush was out and 
they finally captured him when 
Obama's president. It's cool to 
see they finally grabbed him." 

Shirley Reeder, wife of a 
Vietnam War veteran and a BC 

strong and actually started play
ing really well after the games a 
month ago;' said Taylor. 

Since that point, the Renegades 
have rattled off 12 wins in 13 
games. 

The Renegades have used a 
combination of good pitching and 
the fact that their bats woke up to 
get them in to position to make a 
playoff run. Taylor knew it was 
just a matter of time. 

"I am not surprised by our suc
cess. This is a special group, and 
it's exciting to have played so well 
and win the conference," she said. 

"If we can make a run for the 
state title it will be a total team ef
fort and very exciting to be a part 
of." 

Cerritos finished second in the 
South Coast Conference to Mt. 
San Antonio College, but still 
managed to win 22 of its last 25 
games. 

Cerritos also has its share of top 
quality players. 

Pitcher Jessica Lozano went 
15-2 and received Pitcher of the 
Year honors, while first team S CC 
honors went to catcher Jessica 
Roper, shortstop Brianna Quinta
na and outfielder Shawnee Kirk. 

As for what the Renegades need 
to do well to beat Cerritos, Taylor 
believes there is just one thing. 

"Our entire team has been hit
ting exceptionally well down the 
stretch, and we need to keep play
ing with confidence; ' said Taylor. 

Taylor received the WSC Coach 

student, said, "I 'm relieved. I 'm 
joyful that people whose lives 
were destroyed by what he did 
are now getting justice;' 

However, Reeder believes that 
the United States should "keep 
our guard up." 

Political science professor Ed 
Borgens believes that the death 
of bin Laden will cause unwant
ed ripples. 

"There could be some concern 
that for those still in al Qaeda 
now look at this guy as a martyr 

of the Year award for winning the 
conference crown while pitcher 
Julie Estep took home Pitcher of 
the Year honors. 

First team All-Conference 
honors went to infielders Bobo 
Brown, Laura Fox, Brandi 
Church and catcher Kara Frank
houser. 

"The awards are great, how
ever each of us realize that the 
honors are impossible without 
every member of our team and 
coaching staff;' said Taylor. 

and the U.S. could be vulnerable 
to a backlash," said Borgens. 
"Between this and the killing 
of some of Gaddafi's family, I 
would think that some of the 
Libyans who support Gaddafi 
would strike back with that is
sue. 

"This last weekend was a very 
busy weekend - we took out 
some of Gaddafi's family and 
some of bin Laden's family and 
he [Osama] himself. And it's 
kind of a relief and sense of clo-

sure, but at the same time there 
could be concern about further 
terrorist attacks." 

While many were happy upon 
hearing the news other BC stu
dents felt apathetic toward the 
death of the al Qaeda leader. 

Isaac Carrillo, 29, a former 
member of the U.S. Navy, said, 
"I didn't know the guy. I don't 
really have any feeling positive 
or negative. 

"I was actually in the mili
tary, and I went to Afghanistan 

Above: Bakersfield College's Danielle Ayler heads 
toward first base after sending the ball past Los Angeles 
Valley College's Madison Urena during the first game of 
a doubleheader at BC on April 21. 

Below: Renegades first baseman Brandi Church dives 
to tag out Monarchs pitcher Amber Cabada at first base. 
BC won the first game of its doubleheader against Los 
Angeles Valley College 9-0 and the second 10-2. 
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back when all this was happen
ing. I was kind of pissed off at 
him. Not so much because of the 
stuff they were accusing him of. 
I was pissed off because of 9/11, 
I missed my trip to Australia. I 
had to go straight to war instead 
of Australia." 

"I don't think someone's 
death is good," said Carrillo, 
who hopes that the death of bin 
Laden will mean U.S. troops 
will return home from Afghani
stan soon. 

Former BC 
president 
in hospital 

By Michael Wafford 
Editor in Chief 

After driving his car into a 
canal on April 13, former Ba
kersfield College president John 
Collins, 93, was hospitalized. 

Since then, he has been re
covering in Mercy Hospital , and 
staff around BC have been wish
ing him well. 

Dr. Robert Allison, a longtime 
friend of Collins, has been visit
ing Collins while he recovers. 

"Yesterday, he was good. He 
was alert and sharp and lucid, 
and, as usual, full of wisdom and 
good advice," said Allison. "As 
he has been for the last 48 years." 
According to Allison, Collins is 
anxious to leave the hospital. 

"He certainly loves to be busy. 
He's a person who has always 
been busy. 

"Anyone who knows John 
knows he has always been ac
tive. 

"He never really retired until 
he was about 92, and he's still 
irwolved in many, many activi
ties." 

Collins founded the BC Foun
dation and was the first president 
of Moorpark College, according 
to Allison. 

He was also a founding mem -
ber of the BC Archives and 
helped establish the Levan Insti
tute. 

"John Collins is like the heart
beat of BC in general and the 
archives in particular," said Jerry 
Ludeke, director of the BC Ar
chives. 

"He has probably one of the 
best and longest institutional 
memories of anyone connected 
to Bakersfield College. His lead
ership and wisdom are invalu
able to us" 

According to sources who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
Collins could leave Mercy South
west Hospital while recuperating 
from his surgeries. 

He would be moved to a dif
ferent hospital for rehabilitation. 

BC students follow NASA to Mars I Mobile Sample Col lector ( MSC) I 

By Brian N. Willhite 
Reporter 

Some students at Bakersfield 
College will soon be trading 
in their old desks for front row 
seats at NASA's Johnson Space 
Center in Houston to lend their 
talents in a competition to design 
a Mars rover. 

Travis Burns, Florencio Or
tiz, Kevin Galloway and Arturo 
Monzon were among the 80 stu
dents selected out of 280 appli-

cants from community colleges 
around the nation. These students 
will take part in a team compe
tition where they will create a 
fictitious company, design an 
efficient Mars rover that will be 
able to collect soil samples, fig
ure out how it will get there and 
back as well as how the project 
will be financed and budgeted. 

According to Rageshwar 
Goldberg, the STEM program 
manager at BC (Science Tech
nology Engineering Mathemat-

ics), the applicants had to apply 
for the NASA project by Decem
ber of 2010 and then complete a 
three-month-long process where 
students would participate in 
online webinars and complete 
various writing and designing as
signments. The work completed 
by the students was also all ex
tra-curricular and had to be done 
by the individual alone outside 
of class time. 

"I'm really proud and sur
prised because it just seems like 

such an interesting thing, such a 
different thing, such a rare thing 
and we've got four students go
ing, which is more than any other 
colleges selected, so that 's really 
quite an accomplishment, and I 
think that says a lot about what 
our faculty and students do here," 
Goldberg said. 

She added that the process is 
not easy and that the students de
serve their recognition because 
the project is a lot of hard work 

Please see Nasa, Page 4 
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COUR1ESY OF FLORENCIO ORTIZ 

An illustration drafted by Bakersfield College student 
Florencio Ortiz shows a Mars sample collector designed as 
part of his project for the NASA competition. 



FEATURES 
Page 2 The Renegade Rip I www.therip.com Wednesday, May 4, 2011 

Couple reminisces about their time at BC 
By James Licea 

Copy Editor 

Bill and Ginevra Packer met. at. Ba
kersfield College in 1960 while living in 
the dorms on campus. They reminisced 
of the time they shared at BC, attend
ing sports events, going on dates along 
with vaiious activities they took part in. 
Today they are cmTently retired and liv
ing in Bakersfield after 48 yeai-s of mar-
1iage. 

For most of their lives they were 
raised in completely different areas. Bill 
was born in Long Beach, but. spent. most. 
of his life living in Mojave. 

Ginevra's family was originally from 
Hawaii, but was forced to evacuate dur
ing World War II. So instead of being 
bom in Hawaii like her parents and five 
sisters, Ginevra was bom in Pasadena, 
California . Her family moved back to 
Hawaii when she was ai·ound 2 yeai·s 
old. When she was 16, she moved to 
Modesto, California to live with her two 
older sisters, who ai·e twins. 

After high school, both Ginevra and 
BiIJ weren' t quite sure what to do. Bill 
knew he wanted to go into pre-med, but 
thought he should go to a junior college 
because it was more cost effective. Gi
nevra wasn' t sure what to major in. She 
thought BC would be a good idea to 
give her ti.me to decide what she wanted 
to do. She ended up majo1ing in busi
ness. 

When registering for BC, both ap
plied to live in the residence halls on 
campus. Bill started au.ending in 1959 
and Ginevra started in 1960. 

"So I went up to him and I said 'what's 
a man doing in a women's residence 
hall?'" Bill explained to her that he was 
resting in between football practices 
and that. the women's hall was a quieter 
place to sleep than the men's do1ms. 

Bill remembered resting in the chair, 
then seeing three women who looked 
like triplets enter the 
room. He thought to 
himself, "oh my God, 
I've died and gone to 
heaven, ttiplets check
ing in. 

"That pictm·e is still 
there [in my memo1y] 
they were dressed like 
triplets, I swear. She 
says they weren' t, 
they all had their left 
foot back and were 
all tapping in unison," 
Bill recalled. 

pait in dm-ing their time at BC, most 
of their dates, Bill said, were centered 
around campus. 

They would go for walks on campus at 
night. Bill spcke of ce11ain spcts around 
campus that couples would go to make 
out. Students would go to places like 
the adminislTation area, a bench out in 

Student Government, joined Lance and 
Shield, which consisted of putting on 
the homecoming dance and was the so
cial chairman in the dorms. On Friday 
nights, she would organize the dances. 

"She would make me dance with other 
people who were kind of wallflowers," 
Bill said, "because she was the social 

chai1man." 
Their meals they ate 

together in the cafete1ia . 
Ginevra said all meals 
were provided to students 
living in the dorms. On 
Sundays, however, only 
breakfast and lunch were 
served, so when dinner 
came around they needed 
to find food elsewhere. 

There were only three 
people on campus with 
cars, BiJI recalled, so 
when they needed to go 
into town, they would 
take the bus or bo1Tow 
a cai·. On Sundays, they 
would usually get a car, 
take orders from every
body, and then go down 
to the Foster Freeze on 
Niles Street. to get every
one food. 

On other occasions, 
Bill and Ginevra would 
catch a bus downtown to 
go get haircuts or go on 
dates at the Fox Theater. 
They would also go to the 
Kem County Fair and on 
tt·ips to the mountains. 

ing good teams," Ginevra said, "We had 
kids coming from New York to play bas
ketball, Pennsylvania for football, even 
Hawaii. A lot of those people stayed in 
Bakersfield and have been big contribu
tors to its growth." 

After Bill's sophomore year at BC, 
Ginevra went to spend the summer in 
Fort Lewis, Washington. 

Bill's family moved to Santa Monica 
where he spent another yeai· pre-med at 
Santa Monica City College before join
ing the Navy. 

"Our com1ship continued, from Santa 
Monica. I'd drive down for the week
ends. She didn't like me the whole sum
mer," BiU recaHed. "She said, 'you need 
to date others and see what's going on.' 
So I finally gave up and the end of Sep
t.ember I gave her a note. It said 'I'd re
ally like to be a pa11 of your life again.' 
After that. we continued our relation
ship, got engaged in June and maiTied in 
October of 1962." 

Since then, they have had two daugh
ters and two grandchildren. They are 
still happily maiTied and celebrate their 
marriage every 6th of the month by go
ing out to eat This is a tradition they 
have maintained even through the rough 
times in their life. 

Now retired, they still attend BC 
games semi-regularly, mostl y just bas
ketball and volleyball. Not football so 
much because, Bill explained, "going 
up and down the bleachers is too much 
of a hassle." They also have a lifetime 
membership with the BC Alumni As
sociation, which gives them discounts 
for games and gives them access to the 
commodities on campus. The dorms on campus, Ginevra ex

plained, were built for two, but they 
squeezed three people in each room. 
Students who lived nearby were encour
aged to b1ing as little as pcssible with 
them. "Being from Hawaii, I couldn't 
just go home, so I had a whole footlock
er with me." 

He helped Ginevra 
check into her room, 
then saw her later that 
night at the Icebreaker 
dance. "He came up 
to me." Ginevra re
membered, "I was so 
nervous, just. moving 
in and the new experi
ence of going to col
lege and being left off 
there with no family. 
We sta11ed talking ... 
then we started danc
ing, so he was asking 
me things like, do I 
smoke, or drink and 
what. religion I was. 
I to ld him I had three 
religions because 
growing up I had three 
different denomina
tions. It. so happened 
that one of those, the 
Cong:regatio, was the 
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Bill and Ginevra Packer, BC alumni, pose together April 2. 

One of their favorite 
things to do was at.tend 
sporting events . "They 
had busses that. came and 
picked kids up to go to 
away football games. So 
I always went down on 
the bus and went to Long 

Though they remain loyal to BC, they 
also hold season tickets to Cal State Ba
kersfield and have even followed them 
to their away games in the past. They've 
traveled to SeattJe, Baltimore, Hawaii , 
Las Vegas and Columbia . 

Bill, a sophomore, was the first guy 
Ginevra saw when she came to the 
do1ms with her two sisters. " I looked 
around but there was nobody at. the desk, 
and I thought, 'what's going on? What 
do I do?' I happened to look up into the 
little lounge, and there's this guy sleep
ing in a chair. 

same one he grew up with. It just kind 
of blossomed from there." 

"I didn't let her too far out of my 
sight after that," Bill said. "Being a 
sophomore I made sure she knew where 
to go and what to do, I sort of guided her 
around." 

There were a lot of activities to take 

the middle of the quad, and some went 
by the outdoor theater. "Everybody had 
their little niche on campus. The guys 
knew not to go certain places because 
there might be a couple making out. In 
those days, it was just making out." 

Bill was involved with sports and 
band while Ginevra was involved with 

Beach, Santa Monica, whatever. That 
was fun," Ginevra said. 

In those days, Ginevra explained, the 
seating for the basketball and football 
games were always full. "We had so 
many people going football games that 
they had to extend the seating. BC just. 
seemed like they were known for hav-

"We tt·y to suppcrt them both," Gi
nevra said, "but BC has a special place 
in our heart because if it weren' t for BC, 
we probably never would've met ... 48 
wonderful years." 

"In spite of being a two year school," 
Ginevra stated, " it was more like being 
on a four year campus. It was a good ex
perience." 

Cancer survivors share their stories at Bakersfield's Relay for Life 
By Tawny Jamison 

Reporter 

Over 8,000 people gathered 
April 30 out on Old River Road 
for the annual Relay for Life. 
With over 6,000 paiticipants and 
about 410 teams, the Relay was 
able to reach its goal by raising up 
to $2 million for cancer reseai·ch, 
the total being $2,000,40 1.71, a 
world record. 

This has provided a lot of 
hope, especially for those among 
the 2,000 that. walked the sur
vivor lap this year, which beats 
last year's number of a little over 
1,000. 

Among those survivors was 
Susan Spears, who is a smvivor 
of Breast Cancer. She talked 
about her sttuggle with cancer 
and how she sees it as more of 
a blessing. 

"I believe that it happened for 
a reason, it gave me an option to 
talk a lit.tie bit more about some
thing, now that I've reaHy actu
ally gone through it and see if I 
can help women and encourage 
them to go in," said Spears. 

Also among those smv ivors 
is mai1ied couple Carolyn and 
Philip McCray. Cai·olyn was di
agnosed before her husband in 
1995, and her husband in 2008. 
Cai·olyn has since staited a sup
po11. group for women with the 
help of their church caHed Wom
en of Hope. 

Carolyn commented on how 
her and her husband's bat.Ile with 
cancer has encouraged them to 
help others through their cancer. 

"We are taking our cancer and 
making something good out of 
it," Cai·olyn said. 

Cai·olyn also spoke of the 
impact that Relay has had on 
her life and others. " It means a 
lot., because you realize 'oh my 
gosh look at all these people and 
they're survivors,' it. really gives 
you a boost. I think Relay has 
changed a lot. of people's lives," 
said Cai·olyn. 

There were also many teams 
that paiticipated this yeai·. The 
goal was to get at least 400 teams 
to paiticipate this yeai·, and the 
total was about 410. 

Among these teams was Sec
ond Star to the Right, a team 
dedicated to helping Cancer Re-

search ai1d Cancer reseai·ch for 
Children, including places like 
St. Jude Children's Reseai·ch 
Hospital 

One of the team members, 
Tamera Griffith , who was also 
a founder of Second Star to the 
Right, was inspired to create 
the group after the death of her 
granddaughter Kayla Blair, who 
passed away Jan. 10, 2009, from 
a ve1y aggressive fo1m of brain 
cancer. 

Blair was also a patient of St. 
Jude in Memphis Tennessee, 
which is why a lot of their dona
tions go toward St. Jude . 

Griffith talked about how the 
death of her granddaughter has 
inspired her and Kayla's family 
to keep fighting cancer. 

"I didn't want this to be my 
pm·pcse, but it is. Kayla taught us 
a lot, we're just going to continue 
om· fight," says Griffith. 

Another team paiticipating 
that day was McGraw's Fight
ing Irish founded by Colleen 
McGraw, whose father passed 
away in 2009. Three of her dad's 
siblings also passed away, all 
from lung cancer. This is her first 
year paiticipating in Relay for 
Life, and she talked about how 
the suppo1t has helped her and 
her family. 

"It's inspirational to come out 
here because you see all the sm·
vivors, all the love and supp01t 
from family and friends is just 
amazing," McGraw says. 

But the most touching sto ries 
of the Relay weren' t. just. those 
who had already beat.en cancer, 
but the ones who were st.ill bat
tling it. 

Among those people were Mil
lie Medina, who was diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 2002 and 
went through vaii ous tt·eatrnents 
and on Sept. 30, 2010, went 
through her last. day of treatment 
and was announced cancer free. 

Until Oct 14, 2010 when she 
was diagnosed again, this time it 
had spread to her lymph nodes. 
Medina is cun-ently in remission 
and is thankful for Relay and 
the money it raises to help find 
a cm·e. 

Another person still battling 
cancer is Patsy Romero, who 
was diagnosed in November 
with breast cancer. 

Romero has also been vol
untee1ing for Relay for Life for 
the past 19 yeai-s, and for the 
past six years, has been siuing 
on the board of diTectors for the 
California Division of American 
Cancer Society. 

Being part of the California 
Division of American Cancer 
Society, Romero is tty ing to get 
a bill passed called the California 
Cancer Reseai·ch Act that will 
be on the ballot dm"ing the next 
election. 

It would add a dollar tax on 
every pack of cigai·ettes and 98 
cents of that. dollar would be 
spent on cancer reseai·ch. 

If passed , it will generate $600 
million a year in the state of Cal
ifornia alone for cancer research. 
Romero talked about how this 
yeai· is different now that she is 
battling cancer he1-self. "When I 
had to take the smv ivor walk it 
was totally different, it changes 
yom· outlook on eve1y thing," 
Romero says. 

One of the youngest among 
those still battJing cancer was 
Lerone Whitfield who turned 10 
on Feb. 1 of this year. 

He was diagnosed with Hodg
kin's Lymphoma just a few 
weeks shy of his 10th birthday. 
Whitfield just finished chemo
therapy and is getting ready to 
sta11 radiation. 

This yeai·'s Relay for Life was 
a success, with Bakersfield hav
ing the largest pa11kipation in 
the coun11y. 

It. was even bett.er for this 
yeai·s Relay, but the hai·d work 
isn 't over yet. There are still 
many people still fighting cancer 
today, and there will continue to 
be more Relays until a cure is 
found. 

ONLINE 

For Delano 
Relay For Life 
coverage, visit 

www.therip.com 
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The Wall of Life showcases the names of survivors who have won the battle against 
cancer, and was displayed at the Bakersfield 2011 Relay for Life on April 30.Bakersfield's 
record-breaking attendance helped to raise over $2 million for cancer research. 

Ready to become a 
Registered Nurse? 

San Joaquin Valley College has an 
exciting program to help you prepare 
to become a registered nurse. 

Earn your A.S. Degree in just four 20-week terms! 

Program Benefits: 
• Guaranteed class schedule 
• All nursing courses completed in four 20-week terms 
• Graduates earn their A.S. Degree and are eligible to take 

the NCLEX-RN exam for licensure 

·~Sff__C ~ A PRIVATE JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Visalia Campus 8400 W. Mineral King 
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Man collects cans to 
provide for family 

Ryan George 
Photographer 

Students at Bakersfield Col
lege may not know his name, but 
t:hey know him as " the can guy." 
Emique Angeles, a legal immi
gTant. from the Philippines, had 
big dreams and hopes awaiting 
him as he left his family behind 
in search of a prospering future 
in Ame1ica. 

From Manila he traveled to 
the United States in 1992, had 
found a patt-time job working 
a side business with his brother 
at a bakery in the Golden State 
Ma!J, and was able to send ap
proximately $5,000 to $10,000, 
which is about 20,000 to 40,000 
pesos a year back to his family 
to pay for his daughter's pri
vate-school education and other 
necessities. 

Then, in about 2008, as An
geles estimated, the economic 
downfalls led him into home
lessness at1d unemployment. 

Co!Jecting cans ai·ound town, 

including BC and Cal Sta te 
Bakersfield, only eain s him a 
weekly income of an estimated 
$20 to $40, and <luting the sum
mer there is even less money 
coming in since the co!Jeges 
and universities ai·ound town 
are pret.ty much empty, Angeles 
noted. 

Angeles now resides at a fam
ily-members' home and pitches 
in helping around the house to 
pay back for staying there. 

With such a small amount of 
income, Angeles says he can 
still call and text his two daugh
ters, Elian who just graduated 
from high school and Erica 
who just finished the first grade, 
on a daily basis thanks to a 
MetrnPCS phone. 

He mentioned that texting 
costs his daughters around 5 
pesos per text, which would be 
about ten cents in America. 

After his last month-long visit 
with them in the Philippines, he 
returned to the US to continue 
working. "[I) miss seeing them. 

Fit 94-year-old 
bowling hot for 
half a century 

By Sandra G. Ward 
Reporter 

At a petite stature of no more 
than five-feet tall, Sunny Ken
nedy happens to be a dedicated 
senior league bowler competing 
in three sepai-ate senior leagues 
three days a week at the Regency 
Bowling Lanes in Bakersfield. 

There is something quite 
unique about this particular 
senior bowler that may just 
surprise and inspire those begin
ners and a!J bowling enthusiasts 
alike. 

She is 94 years old, and holds 
a bowling average that some 
might consider decent enough 
to b1-ag about. 

In her graceful style, Ken
nedy's bowling average on one 
league is a 138, and she bowls 
with a 12-pound ball. But she 
spoke of the time when she 
bowled a 299 game about five 
years ago in her late '80s. 

Kennedy has bowled at Re
gency for a long time and won 't 
bowl anywhere else. "The bowl
ers are such good people," she 
said, and she loves the game. 
When approaching the subject 

of her age, Kennedy stated with 
a littJe chuckle in her voice, 
'Tm older than anybody here." 
She always expresses a happy 
demeanor and energetic enthusi
asm for the game. "It's so much 
easier to smile than to frown," 
she said. 

Yet, she also expresses her 
disappointment whenever she 
bowls a frame that's not quite up 
to her standards. 

Kennedy start.ed bowling in 
1962 when she decided golf 
was not the game for her. She 
has been a widow and her only 
daughter has been passed on for 
some time now. 

Now living in a retirement 
community, she still has her 
g1-andchildren that she raised af
ter her daughter passed and her 
populaiity has proven that she 
has plenty of fans among her 
teammates and opponents at the 
bowling alley. 

Jill Varner, a close friend of 
Kennedy, said Kennedy abso
lutely loves to bowl. "Let me 
tell you she bowls so dam good, 
she beats me eve1y time," said 
Varner. 

Other activities that Kennedy 

[I] have not been back since 
Mai·ch 27, 2009 ," he said. "Rich 
families there have no problems 
paying bills, but poor families 
[like mine] need to work." 

This summer Angeles ecstati
cally mentioned a work tlip he 's 
taking, ["This summer I will be] 
salmon fishing in Alaska." He 
said that for 4 to 5 days work, 
that would easily cover his 
$130 Greyhound ticket there 
and back. 

Angeles says that it's fine 
collecting recyclables at both 
BC ai1d CSUB because "as long 
as you follow [their] rules, [they 
don 't mind] you [making] mon
ey." Even the dorms at CSUB 
have their recyclables set aside 
for him to pick up during the 
weekends, thus his presence at 
BC is rare on those days. 

Angeles said that he "thanks 
God for being here [at BC], for 
forgetting the loneliness [from 
missing my family]." Seeing 
students at BC remind him of 
his daughters learning as well. 
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Enrique Angeles, also known as "The Can Guy," crushes 
cans and bottles outside the bookstore April 27. 
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Sunny Kennedy, 94, sends her bowling ball down the alley during senior's league play at 
the Regency Bowling Center on April 22. Kennedy started bowling in 1962. 

enjoys are playing bingo, being 
on the computer, and up until 
about a yeai· and a half ago, she 
liked to drive and show off her 
brand new bright red Cadillac, 
added Vamer. 

But.bowling is what. she really 
likes to do. Kennedy has lots of 
friends, and bowling not only 
gives her something to do but 
also allows her a chance to be 
among her ftiends. 

Her bowling teammates say 
she is a pretty good bowler and 
some admit that she bow ls better 
than they do at times. She's even 
won a few league games. 

If you have ever seen Ken
nedy bowl in her delicate man
ner, she makes it look so easy 
that you a]most forget that i t's a 
12-pound ball that she 's deliver
ing each time she bowls a frame. 
Making a spai·e satisfies her and 

her teammates as they slap each 
others' hands as if to say, "good 
job on that frame" and showing 
that when it comes to bowling, 
Kennedy does have a competj
tive side about her. 

Elwood E!Jiot, another senior 
league bowler, said about Ken
nedy, "she is such a gracious 
lady and just so nice. Win or 
lose, she's always got a smile on 
her face." 

Man shares his lifelong love of the blues 
By Amber T. Troupe 

Reporter 

With age comes wisdom and 
experience, and at 71, Nat Dove 
has plenty of both. Originally 
from B1yan, Texas, Dove's first 
memo1ies of heating the blues 
was at age 3, when he could 
heat· the music from next door 
at the club through his bedroom 
walls. He smiles as he began to 
remember. 

"I could hear the music, and 
I would listen, thinking, 'what 
was it.' Not quite knowing what 
blues was yet.," Dove said. 

Having always had a musical 
background with his mother be
ing a music teacher, he would 
leai·n to haimonize with his six 
other siblings. For Dove, one 
of the things that really pushed 
him towai·d a musical cai·eer was 
seeing his first moving picture. 

"I went to the theater with my 
father and family after he came 
home from work saying we 
were going t.o a show. When I 
walked in I saw a lot of people 
sitting around looking at the big 
white screen and I statt ed see
ing horses coming sll-aight for 

us! I'm thinking the people in 
the front row should be mnning. 
Then Two Gun Louie [Jordan], a 
real popular saxophonist, comes 
on the screen," Dove recalled. 

Dove has ti-aveled a!J over 
the world from Patis, where he 
lived for several years to Tokyo, 
where he resided as well. In To
kyo, he taught students to play 
and leai·n music in classrooms 
ai1d <luting a live broadcast. 

While in Europe, he was in
terviewed extensively by Blues 
Unlimited magazine, g1vmg 
him yet another chance to speak 
about his cause and reason for 
playing t:he piano to blues. He 
wants to make sure that its ori
gin and tlue meat1ing doesn't get 
lost to African Ame1ican youth 
as well as Ame1ica as a whole. 
It is a pait of America's histo1y 
at1d the beginning basis for a lot 
of music today. 

Dove has an extensive list of 
musical and educational cre
dentia1s, including miining stu
dents in musical composition to 
blues lectures for colleges and 
universitjes. He is a known and 
respected lecturer at Bakersfield 
College for the Af1ican Ame1i-

COURTESY OF NAT DOVE 

Award winning bluesman and Bakersfield College lecturer 
Nat Dove has been a Bakersfield resident since 2003. 

can Literature Depaitment as 
well as a guest speaking in other 
classes from li terature to music. 

Locally, Dove is a monu
mental figure to the arts as an 
educator as we!J as composer in 
the community after becoming 
a resident of Bakersfield since 
2003. Dove founded the Bakers
field Blues Preservation Society, 

which was somewhat foretold 
by the young blues enthusiasts 
in 1978 and was recorded by a 
European magazine titled, Blues 
Unlimited. 

"My idea is when I get back 
to the st.ates, is to try and get 
together an organization for the 
preservation of Blues Alts. I plan 
to set it up more as an education-

al program and get a syndicated 
radio show," Dove stated. 

That. same radio show he 
spoke of actua!Jy won the Media 
Award for Outstanding Accom
plishments and Contribution 
to Bakersfield Kem County 
Community for the radio show 
"Blues Alive" in 2007 as well as 
the blues non-profit of the year 
for the Bakersfield Blues Pres
ervation Society the same yeai·. 

Dove remembered when he 
first came to Bakersfield in the 
1960s, and he came to perform 
at the Elks Lounge, which is still 
open to this day. 

He has perfonned a jam ses
sion at F ishlip 's Bai· and G1ill 
for two yeai·s and also has a 
workshop named the ' Blues 
Hai·p Workshop', in which high 
schools ai·ound the nation leai·n 
to play inst1·uments. Dove gives 
the students ha1monicas to play 
which for some, is their first in
strument.. 

Recently inducted into the 
West Coast Blues Ha!J of Fame, 
Dove has also published literary 
works on blues and is currently 
working on ' 'The Blues and I 
(Memoir of a Bluesman)." 
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Hottest 
fashion 
for hot 
weather 
Summer fashions I Even when 
it's unbearably hot outside you 
can still look unbelievably hot 
with these tips. 

By Chrystal Fortt 
Reporter 

Bakersfield's summers are two 
degrees away from he!J, and it 's 
hai·d to stay fashionable when 
your tempted to skip out on 
clot.hes all together. 

Luckily, the 2011 resort wear 
collections take a new direction 
that sets cooling fashion and 
makeup t1·ends for this summer 's 
heat wave. 

When you think of summer 
clothes, you think of classic 
floral-sundresses and a garden 
hat. The classic frock has been 
pushed aside for a sexier and 
edgier dress. 

It 's been replaced with maxi 
dresses, long-flowing dresses 
that almost touch the floor. 

Maxi dresses ai·e the "it" item 
for women this summer and can 
be found in almost at1y clothing 
store. 

The ultimate maxi dress for 
Bakersfield heat is one with 
sheer material with a cooling 
long v-neck. 

Almost any dress that has chif
fon material is instantly a sum
mer hit.. 

The 1970s style crochet and 
maci-ame dresses that have loose, 
open knots ai1d a lot of fringes 
ai·e another style that's t1·ending 
ai1d has the saine cooling effect 
by showing a lot of skin. 

Dresses aren't the only hot. 
items t.hat are crochet. and mac
rame; purses, shoes, hats, and 
bathing suits are also t1·ending. 

Although the crochet and mac-
1-ame are new for the summer, 
the typical colors of the dresses 
ai·e not so new. 

The same sand and creme col
ors ai·e t1-ansfening over from the 
fall collections. 

However, if neut1·al colors ai·e 
too bland for certain tastes, a new 
way of coloring a neutral col
ored outfit for summer is "color 
punching," adding a bright color 
to an outfit of neutral colors. 

For instance, wearing a sand 
color mac1-ame dress with sand 
color shoes and adding a b1ight 
red purse. 

"Color punching" cai1 be add
ed with anything from a jewelty 
piece to shoes. 

The trendiest way to "color 
punch" is not just on clothes, but 
with makeup. 

Wearing electric pink lipstick 
with neutral clothes is the trendi
est way to "color punch." 

Emma Stone owned this look 
at the Conde Nast T1-aveler An
nual Hot List Patty, and recently 
appeai·ed on the cover of Glam
our magazine with a multi-col
ored summer dress, perfect for 
the summer. 

"Color punching" isn' t t:he 
only way to add color to summer 
clothing. 

Bright-colored native and 
tribal prints that reflect the '90s 
ai·e in style for crop tops, brace
lets, Maiy Jane wedge heels, and 
bathing suits. 

The '90s style has been mak
ing its way back to fashion lately, 
ai1d it's no surp1ise the hair is 
coming back with it.. 

The slicked-back and wet-hair 
look is here for the summer. 

The most common way t.o 
style the wet hair look in the '90s 
is just straight, shoulder-length 
hair with a lot of gel at the top of 
the mane. 

Today, the slicked~back hair is 
being mixed with a French braid 
that staits at one side of the head 
ai1d comes diagonally down 
across to end in a bun. 

Some people are reluctantJy 
taking in the '90s style, but it 's 
coming strong and some will be 
surprised how good it might ac
tually look once it's here. 
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Barnes & Noble to take over operation of bookstore 
By Brian N. Willhite 

Reporter 

The identity of the new management 
fum for the Bakersfield College book
store has been released. The Barnes & 
Noble College Bookstore Division will 
soon begin managing the daily opera
tions at all three of BC's campuses, ac
cording to a statement made by LaMont 
Schiers, dirnctor of adminisu·ative ser
vices at BC. 

Both organizations will be going 
through a transitioning period within the 
next several weeks as they prepare to sel 
up the bookstore's operating changes. 

"[Barnes & Noble] is planning on 
making modest changes to start. But lat
er this year, after the fall semester is well 
under way, they have plans to remodel 
the interior of the bookstore in prepara
tion for a grand opening, .. Schiers said. 

rental program for books in general 
classes most filled by students. Another 
new element will be the addition of a 
more sophisticated online and elecu·on
ic u·acking presence that is propesed to 
help students and facu lty receive better 
service. 

too. 
"We are excited for the new and im

proved services we will be able to pro
vide our students, which will ultimately 
enhance their experience here at Bakers
field College;• Schiers said. 

One distinction su·essed about the new 
changes, according to Schiers, is that the 
new bookstore will not be a Barnes & 
Noble similar to the public retail stores. 
The fum is a subsidiary organization 
of Barnes & Noble that operates with a 

more specific purpose. 
·'They are different because they 

specialize in higher educational needs, 
verses a general public marketing opera
tion;' said Schiers, who assures that the 
new bookstore will only change man
agement and that "it will continue to be 
the Bakersfield College Bookstore and 
not a Barnes & Noble store." 

Some of the changes set to occur in 
the new store will include a used book/ 

These features will offer students 
the option tO order their books via the 
Web, as well as offering some books as 
eBooks. Schiers also said that checking 
out during peak times will be a lot faster, 

The new bookstore is scheduled to be 
fully operational by the start of the fall 
semester. 

NASA: Four BC students to work with NASA 
Continued from Page 1 
to complete in addition to every
thing else the students are doing 
at home and school. 

"It's a project that allows stu
dents to be creative, implement 
their engineering skills, design 
skills, math skills and their exist
ing knowledge and int.erests in 
aerospace engineering," Gold
berg said, noring that it's a great 
all around SIBM project. 

Galloway was drawn to the 
project because he is majo1ing 
in aerospace engineering and 
felt that the project was a pe1fect 
chance for an aerospace engineer 
to show what he can do. 

'·I really did enjoy the whole 
experience, but it did become a 
little hectic and stressful, what 
with having a full schedule with 
my classes this semester," Gallo
way said, admitting that the sci
ence portion of the project wasn't 
too difficult but that creating the 
budget was more u·oubling. 

'Td say the thing that chal
lenged me most was the assign
ment that asked for a budget;' he 
said. "Although I researched the 
cost of materials and supplies, 1 
found it to be a somewhat har
rowing task as we had to explain 
how NASA would obtain these 
funds with a very specific break
down of where we would receive 
the money from." 

Galloway was very relieved 
that he had been selected because 
he said at times he was unsw·e if 
he would make the deadlines for 
projects, but that he did every
thing he could to stay on top of 
the work because he knew how 
competitive it was and he wanted 
to succeed. 

'When I found out I was cho
sen, a wave of elation swept over 
me. I honestly didn't think l was 
going to be accepted. I do believe 
the reward was worth the effort I 
put into it;' Galloway said. "Get
ting an all expenses paid trip to 
Johnson Space Center is like a 
dream come true. Whal 's more, 
is the fa.er that we ·u be getting 
advice from and working with 
actual NASA engineers and 
technicians." 

Ortiz had a similar reaction 
to being chosen for his work, 
though he wasn't so sw·e at the 

beginning that it would pay off. 
·'r must have had an inflated 

self-esteem when I applied, be
cause that was the only point at 
which I thought I had a chance at 
winning;· he said. 

0 11iz said that the assignment 
given to them "was simple and 
explicitly set up, yet still vague 
and ambitious" meaning an they 
had to do was design a rover, send 
it and bring it back - a simple 
procedure that is at the forefront 
of scientific trunking and analy
sis which consumes millions of 
dollars in research. 

He admits that at times, the 
process was overwhelming and 
that he had to persevere tln·ough 
many hardships. balancing his 
home, school and work lives. 

"There were times when I 
wanted to quit. I work 50 to 60 
hours a week as an industrial 
maintenance technician," he said. 
"I go to school, I have family I 
want to spend my time with, my 
health is falling apart and then to 
take on this NASA assignment 
for which I get no pay nor school 
credit. 1 constantly asked , 'why 
am I killing myself?"' 

He credits much of his success 
to the support from his family. 

"My wife helped push me 
through. The vast interest my 
7-year old-son has for space ex
ploration also helped me push 
through:· Ortiz said. adding that 
the expe1ience was a 1ide he will 
always remember. 

"When I 1w11ed in the last as
signment, a simple line drawing 
of the Mars vehicles I had been 
obsessing over for a couple of 
months. my body wept with joy. 
'It's over. Wow.' I felt like 1 had 
been to Mars myself. I was fly
ing to Mars ·s thin atmosphere -
still am. I feel like I own a pan of 
it." said a very relieved Ortiz. 

Bmns felt the process was not 
as difficult except that "the need 
for independent motivation and 
out of the box thinking was the 
hardest part.'' 

Interested in t11e field of elec
trical engineering, he wanted to 
expand his outlook and dive into 
a project that included other in
teresting elements he was inter
ested in working with. 

He also said that the reward 

for being selected is a prestigious 
honor and worth the effort. 

·~rhe competition was steep, 
but at the same time it was 
against ow-selves alone; · he said. 
"I was unaware of any of the oth
ers ' progress as I Lurned things 
in. All I could do is the best T 
could and hope that was all the 
edge I needed. The reward is by 
far worth the effort. The prestige 
and honor that comes along with 
being selected is great.'' 

Burns is looking fo1ward to 
competing and hopeful that his 
experiences with NASA will 
fwther both his educational and 
career related goals. 

Monzon admits that he didn't 
understand at 6rst the gravity of 
his accomplishments . 

"Honestly, T didn' t even real
ize how big of an accomplish
ment it was until random faculty 
sta.11ed congratulating me," he 
said. "I was proud that l got in, 
and I hope that when next year's 
applications go out, BC will 
again have the most students at
tending.'' 

He also said that "the only dif
ficult part about the assignmenls 
was having to come up with an 
idea that had not been done al
ready by NASA and then trying 
balance the rover's budget." 

Among the 80 students select
ed, 40 will go to NASA's space 
center in Houston, while the 
other 40 will go to Jet Propulsion 
Laboratories in Pasadena, Cali
fornia . This is another location of 
NASA's science and engineering 
scientists who specialize in space 
exploration technology. 

Goldberg, however. is excited 
that tlie studenL'5 will get the 
chance to go to Houston and be 
smTounded by such a histo1ical 
atmosphere. 

"I just tl1ink that that's a re
ally special place to be. It's one 
of those facilities in the United 
States that is iconic and they're 
ve1y lucky to be able to go there," 
she said. 

The STEM progTam that the 
students panicipate in is pait of 
a collaborative grant shared by 
Cal State Bakersfield that is de
signed to promote the advance
ment of science and technology 
in student learning. 

Scholarships aren't taken 
advantage of by many students 

By Amber T. Troupe 
Reporter 

College is expensive, and that 
is why scholarships are offered 
and provided to students to be 
able to afford to att.end, but some 
students don't even know how 
they work. 

Students had different reasons 
as to why they have or have not 
applied to scholai·ships. 

Naomi Ream, 18, and a nurs
ing major. explained what she 
knows about scholarships and 
why they are offered. "l know 
that they ai·e there to help with 
college finances and help for 
those less fortunate," Ream said. 
"I did heai· about that guy that 
donated$14 million to the school 
for scholai·ships." 

Ream was a recipient of a 
teaching scholarship in Tehacha
pi at her high school for a total 
of $1,000, but has not applied for 
ai1y since then. 

" f haven't applied recently but 
since I found out about the do
nations yes, I will be applying," 
said Ream. ·'It's like an opportu
nity for students." 

Joan Wegner is the director of 
Financial Aid at Bakersfield Col
lege and she explained what she 
believes is the reason a majority 

of students don' t apply, usually 
because they believe that the ap
plication process is too long. 

Wegner explained how BC re
ceives between 600 and 700 ap
plications each yeai· and a total 
of about 500 awards are given. 

'The majority of BC scholar
ships ai·e awai·ded based on the 
students major and grade point 
average. Some scholai·ships 
require full time enrollment," 
Wegner said. 

Celia Tapia, 19 and a history 
major, told why she has never ap
plied for a scholarship and what 
she knows regarding them. 

··r have never applied for 
a scholarship but 1 should. I 
haven't looked into the specific 
ones because there's a lot. The 
requirements are more specific 
and most sLudents aren' t qualify
ing and don' t take advantage of 
it." 

Wegner gives students more 
info1mation on how and where 
to apply for scholarships. "The 
Bakersfield College Scholarship 
application is available online 
on our website and in our office 
from August through tlie last day 
of fall semester each year. There 
is also a list of free scholarship 
searches available on the finan
cial aid website," Wegner stared. 

Some students have been able 
to win scholai·ships that most 
don' t qualify for by just taking 
the exu·a steps and filling in the 
specifications like Jared Vander
pool, 21, art major. 

"I applied for six when I first 
started and I onl.y got one. Es
pecially when they require three 
page essays and six recommen
datfons. I won the award for the 
city since I live in Shafter, it was 
$100,000 and it didn't cover art 
school," Vanderpool said. 

Vanderpool ran out of the 
money from his scholarship 
award this yeai·. He says that he's 
taking a break from applying for 
scholai-ships because he said it 
was a lit(le hard for him. He has 
a rare form of dyslexia and it 
makes it harder to apply for more 
scholai-ships. 

Vanderpool is one of the stu
dents that went the extra mile to 
make sure he had a fair chance at 
winning a scholai·ship, sin1ilai· to 
what Wegner would advise stu
dents to do. 

Wegner says that if there was 
one l'hing she would want stu
denL'5 to know about applying for 
scholarships, it would to explore 
all options, read all the instruc
tions and meet the established 
deadlines. 
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Participants in Hands Across California join hands together in support of the 
fundraising event along Haley Street next to Bakersfield College on April 17. 

BC does its part for Hands Across 
California and raises its funds 

By Mateo M. Melero 
Reporter 

On the comer of Mt. Ver
non and University Avenues, 
Bakersfield College students, 
faculty members and school 
supporters joined hands April 
17 in the charity event, Hands 
Across California, to raise 
scholarship money for Cali
fornia's Community College 
System. 

Assembling at 2 p.m. the at
tempt failed to link Bakersfield 
to the ot11er colleges, as well as 
its closest participating neigh
bor in the proposed route, An
telope Valley College. "It was 
a very, very poor turnout:' said 
Lynda Hernandez. a BC gradu
ate and supporter of HAC. 

Informed by her sister of the 
evenl, Hernandez said, ·-rm re
ally disappointed that BC didn't 
put it out there for anybody. I 
would have never known about 
it. My son who is a student here 
didn' t even know about." 

Hernandez, in communica
tion with participators in the 
Los Angeles, repo1ted that the 
turnout was far more than that 
in Bakersfield. 

"I am really srn-p1ised be
cause I know Bakersfield is a 
very giving community, and I 
know that if it was [publicized 
be1ter] people would have 
showed up and supponed the 

college:• said Hernandez. 
According to Hernandez, 

around 40 people were present 
on the comer at 2 p.m., and that 
the majority of the pa.nicipators 
consisted of school adminisu-a
tors and, "ftiends of friends." 

Sylvia Maitinez, a friend of 
Hernande'.l, came out to support 
the event ai1d said, " [Lynda] in
vited me yesterday, so I wanted 
to come because I'm a college 
graduate and I got full-ride 
scholai·ships,'' said Martinez. "I 
would suppo11 no matter what, 
my children are going to go to 
college and hopefully they ·u 
get scholarships."ln light of 
the event's outcome, BC Stu
dent Government Association's 
Liaison to t11e Dean and HAC 
organizer for BC, Roger San
chez, commented. on the over
all turnout of the event. 

"The number was around 80 
people because we did have 
more people down on Oswell 
StTeeL:' said Sanchez. "It was 
kind of hard for me, just seeing 
the turnout." 

Relying on fliers, emails, 
ai1d Facebook messages for 
event promotion, Sanchez said 
concerning the advertising, 
"I think people ignore fliers, 
you u·y your best to put it out 
there, but I think sometimes the 
majority of people can just be 
apathetic.'' Concerning the pro
motion for the fundraiser, San-
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chez said, "We could of worked 
with more people to get the 
community involved." 

"The good thing is, that 
t11e closer we were getting to 
2 p.m. people staited to pull 
over. A good 15 to 20 people 
were pulling over and holding 
hands." said Mai·tinez. 

Proposed in October of 2010, 
RAC was an attempt t.o secure 
as much of that endowment as 
possible. Originating from $25 
million donation made two and 
half years ago by the Bernard 
Osher Foundation to Califor
nia 's Community College sys
tem, HAC was an attempt to 
inform the general public, in 
efforts to acquire another $25 
million from t11e organization. 

Community Colleges 
throughout the state were each 
designated with raising a spe
cific amount toward the $100 
million endowment. BC ac
quired its ainount through a pri
vate donation, but other school'5 
have decided not to attempt ro 
acquire the funds or not to in
volve themselves in the event 
at all, and the deadline for the 
promised match draws near. 

But though BC has obtained 
its funds. it still continues to 
contribute to the eventual goal 
until the deadline in June. 

"Bakersfield is secure, we're 
good. We ·ve met our match," 
said Sanchez. 
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