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Football playoff changes being discussed 
PLAYOFFS I Chance ofBC host~ 
ing a bowl could increase soon. 

By Zak S. Cowan 
Editor in Chief 

According to Ryan Beckwith, 
Bakersfield College's athletic 
director, the California Commu
nity College Athletic Associa
tion is working on improving the 
playoff system for football. 

As of right now, only four 
teams from the Southern Cali
fornia Football Association are 

Foggy 
• mornings 

shroud 
campus 
The Bakersfield 
College parking lot 
is invaded by fog in 
the early morning of 
Nov. 28, the first day 
back to school after 
Thanksgiving break. 
The temperature 
dipped below 40 
degrees in the early 
hours of the day and 
caught some students 
off guard. 
"I couldn't even see 
if the bus was coming 
to my bus stop," said 
Jennifer Wood, BC 
student. 
The fog is expected 
to dissipate over the 
next few days. 
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granted a chance to compete in 
the playoffs. 

"When I went to the coaches' 
meeting originally in the fall, 
they talked about doing away 
with the playoff system the way 
it is because right now it's not 
really a playoff;' Beckwith said. 
"It's a subjective thing. It's kind 
of like you 're chosen to be in the 
playoffs." 

Last year, BC hosted the Gold
en Empire Bowl without the 
Renegades participating because 
they were playing at Mt. San An-

tonio College in the first round of 
the playoffs. 

The attendance for the Golden 
Empire Bowl was 302, a major 
difference to where it would 
have been at if the Renegades 
were involved. 

Back in August, Clifford and 
Bradford Insurance Agency 
stated that they would not be 
sponsoring the game unless the 
Renegades are in it. 

According to Beckwith, Wes 
Bradford, owner of Clifford and 
Bradford, was planning on spon-

soring the game. 
"That was one thing that we 

didn't put into the media, but 
Wes and I had talked about it and 
he was going to do it;' Beckwith 
said. 

Beckwith, though, knows that 
it is tough for them to put the 
game together without knowing 
that the Renegades will be in
volved, something that may be 
undecided until after the regular 
season is completely over. 

"It's tough, and I think some
thing that the CCCAA is evalu-

ating right now is the selection 
process and the way they do 
that;' Beckwith said. "But that, 
unfortunately, is out of our hands 
at this point. It's completely on 
the CCCAA." 

Beckwith said that a major 
talking point of the coaches' 
meeting was BC's chances of 
hosting a bowl. 

"That was kind of the con
sensus that I heard is that [BC] 
has to have a bowl;' he said. "If 
there's going to be a bowl, and 
Bakersfield qualifies to be in it, 

they should be hosting;' 
Beckwith said that because of 

the attendance that BC draws to 
games, not just bowl games, it is 
a major reason why they are con
sidering a change. 

"It's just like how we're host
ing the baseball-softball state 
championships," Beckwith said. 
"We were told in the CCCAA ~ 
it was our first year doing it ~ it 
was the best it's ever been." 

When asked what the differ
ence was financially if BC didn't 

Please see CCCAA, Page 4 

Honor 
Society 
arrives 
at BC 

By Martin Chang 
Online Editor 

Since Sept. 30, Bakersfield 
College has had a Phi Theta 
Kappa Honors Society chap
ter. Phi Theta Kappa provides 
scholarships for students and 
participates in community 
services activities. 

The group already has tak
en part in the Wounded War
riors Project, a project where 
wounded veterans are provid
ed with kitchen supplies and 
cards for the holidays. To
gether with Virginia Avenue 
Elementary School, BC do
nated 500 cards to veterans, 
400 of which were signed by 
students here on campus. 

In order to join PTK, you 
must have a 3.5 grade point 
average and a certain number 
of transferable units. 

There is a $65 fee to join. 

Web site blocking blamed on filtering software 
Students must be invited to 
join, but president of the so
ciety Genise Wallace said that 
if you qualify and are interest
ed you will be invited to join. 
Members can be active or 
inactive and still get benefits 
like the scholarships. BLOCKING I Malware defense 

program causes stir on campus. 

By Keith Kaczmarek 
Reporter 

If you think that the Bakers
field College network is censor
ing Web sites, you are m ostly 
wrong. 

According to Todd Coston, the 
recently confirmed Director of 
Information Technology, when 
a student encounters the KCCD
branded "This Page Cannot Be 
Displayed" page, it was because 
the Web site was automatically 
blocked by a piece of technology 
called the Cisco IronPort. 

"We don't really do site block
ing; ' Coston said. "We have a de
vice that scans for malware, but 
rarely does that impact students. 
It's like anti-virus." 

The IronPort is a device that 
uses a reputation list of Web sites 
and periodically checks sites for 
malware or viruses and then adds 

them temporarily to a blocked "The MPAA and RIAA are 
list. The process takes place au- monitoring. We have a respon
tomatically without any input sibility to educate our students. 
from the IT staff at the company We become liable for not doing 
or organization using the device. anything about it." 

In fact, the only computers at The RIAA is the Recording 
BC that are specifically blocked Industry Association of America 
from access- ------------ and the MPAA 
ing certain Web is the Motion 
sites are a set of "We don't really do site blocking. Picture Associa-
machines on the We have a device that scans for tion of America. 
second floor of malware,butrarelydoesthat im- Both groups 
the library that pact students. It's like anti-virus:' have been in the 
are dedicated -Todd Coston, news for their 
to looking up efforts to sue 
books in various Director of Information large numbers 
databases. Technology of people who 

Coston has are download-
stated that BC 
does not do any monitoring of 
students , but did note that they 
had the ability and could use it in 
the event of legal action. 

"We get notices from the 
RIAA and the MPAA;' he said. 

Such notices are sent to K CCD 
offices downtown and his staff 
has to track them down. 

ing movies or 
music illegally as well as pass 
legislation such as the Stop On
line Piracy Act that is currently 
under consideration. 

SOPA would make any use 
of copyrighted material online a 
felony. 

In fact, in order to meet the 
legal requirements of the Higher 
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A KCCD page is displayed when a Web site is blocked. 

Education Opportunities Act, the 
IT department has set up a new 
system to log wireless users who 
connect to the KCCD portal and 
who download content illegally 
or commit other crimes. 

"If we have a legal situation, 
we have to [investigate]; ' Coston 
said. "If there was a threat, we 
would go look into it." 

That being said, Coston sees 
end-user education as the biggest 

challenge and warns students to 
never give anyone their password 
or login information, even if they 
appear to be a KCCD employee 
or have sent an email from a 
KCCD or BC email address. 

For the purposes of this article, 
the Rip staff noted that Web sites 
like the Pirate Bay, a file-sharing 
site, was not blocked from the 
KCCD network, but the popular 
dating Web site Match.com was. 

A major resource provided 
to PTK members are access 
to scholarships provided to 
its m embers. At the website 
collegefish.org, members are 
offered scholarships from 
schools and universities. The 
scholarships are provided 
only for members of PTK and 
other groups. 

Wallace said about the 
scholarships, "It's about rec
ognizing the students who 
work so hard to achieve such 
a high level that they are re
warded with getting that extra 
step of getting more scholar
ships." 

The scholarships offered 
are also offered to students on 
the Web site without students 
having to seek them out, a 
detail Wallace was careful to 
mention. 

The society is open to 
many suggestions for future 

Please see PTK, Page 4 

Banks signs pest control contract with BC 

Page 2: The newest local alternative for your gaming needs. 

Page 4: 
Student Government 

Association sparks campus 
smoking debate. 

Page 11 : 
BC's basketball team s' 

seasons are in full force 
heading into break. 

By Cassandra McGowan 
Reporter 

Bakersfield College has en
tered into a contract with Banks 
Pest Control to spray for bugs 
and rodents on campus. 

In an e-mail from Paula Bray 
to the BC faculty, she asks the 
faculty to remove or seal any 
food in their offices to prevent 
further infestation. She also asks 
that no one use household bug 
sprays on campus. 

"We cannot use household 
products and commercial pest 
control sprays together because 
they work at cross purposes;' 

wrote Bray. 
She says they have been made 

aware of the concern about the 
safety of the chemicals that will 
be sprayed and they are working 
together with Banks to come up 
with an "Integrated Pest Man
agement Plan'' to minimize 
the amount of chemicals to be 
sprayed. 

There are a few issues with 
this, according to professor of 
chemistry Kenward Vaughan. 

"My primary concern comes 
from people spraying careless
ly . .. " Vaughan doesn 't appre
ciate the "casual and prevalent 

Please see BANKS, Page 4 
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A male earwig, otherwise known as a pincher bug, makes 
its way across a desk in Campus Center 1 on Nov. 28. 
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Providing an atmosphere, not just a store 
By Zak S. Cowan 

Editor in Chief 

There are five GameStop lo
cations in Bakersfield all con
ta ining the same producr and 
atmosphere. 

That is a major reason why 
Ouo Cargill decided to start. his 
own store dedicated to games. 

Otto's Video Games & More! 
is Cargill 's idea of the optimum 
gaming store. 

said. "By supporting them here 
we give people who still use that 
stuff a chance to see it and pick 
itup." 

There are many things that 
make Otto's different from a 
GameStop, and it surely isn' t 
limited to the type of games that 
each store sells. 

Cargill. who worked at 
GameStop for JO years, takes 
pti de in his store being a more 

'·Really.ifsabout 
... being able to do 
things [GameStop] 
can't ... by also of
fering vintage and 
retro games, carry-

See more coverage at 
theRip.com 

personal experi
ence compared to 
GameStop. 

"Our target 
For more photos and 

multimedia 
costumer is. liter
ally, if they play 

ing the things that people collect 
or the older systems that people 
still want to play;' Cargill said. 

"For examples, the original 
Nintendo, Super Nintendo, the 
Genesis- the older-style systems 
that nobody else canies," Cargill 

a game, we take 
care of them," Cargill said. "On 
top of that, basically the mantra 
has been: nea.t, clean and mom
friendly." 

Cargill has taken it upon him
self and his employees to not 
only make t11ei.r store a more per-

Displaying 
Christmas from 
around the world 
'Tis the season I Downtown display showcases 
customs and decorations from 40 countries. 

By Cassandra McGowan 
Reporter 

Expe1ience Christmas from 
all over the world and learn how 
Christma') customs from 40 oth
er countries have been woven 
into American culture to make 
Christmas in the United States 
what it is today. 

Clnistmas Around the World 
opened Nov. 25 and will run un
til Dec. 30 on the second floor 
of Timeless Furnishings located 
downtown at 19 18 Chester Ave. 

Sherrie Lewis along with her 
husband, daughter, son-in-law, 
and granddaughter started this 
event four years ago to educate 
people on how traditions from 
different cultures have come to
gether in America to create our 
own holiday traditions. 

"What we do here is have 
tours, but people can go tluough 
on their own," said Lewis. 

The tow· strut s with a display 
about Germany, which has 800 
nutcrackers, and goes around the 
world from Japan to France and 
end') with the Czech Republic. 

There are storyboards ex -
plaining the legacy of Christmas 
within each counuy of the tow· 
and each counlly displays decor 
that represents their Chtistmas 
heritage. 

Lewis said in Belgium they 
decorate their trees with choco-

late, lace and fruit, key items 
that represent some of Belgium 's 
biggest markets. 

The displays show the differ
ent aspects of Chtistmas celebra
tions around the world. 

"Africa gets up early to watch 
the sun rise:' she said. 

The Ireland display tells the 
story of how "The Twelve Days 
of Christmas'' came to be and 
explains how each symbol of the 
12 symbols represent a spilitual 
being. 

There's an rut gallery that fea
tw·es a Chtistmas tree decorated 
entirely witl1 ornaments made 
from paper nativity scenes and 
also has hundreds of framed 
Christmas cards depicting nativ
ity scenes. There was a sign that 
read: "paper nativities were once 
known as the nativities of the 
poor." 

Lewis and her family spent 
countless how·s getting eve1y
thing set up. 

The night before her interview 
she said they stayed until 3 a.m. 
decorating and getting every
thing just right "A few of our 
fii ends have stopped by and vol
unteered," she said. 

Lewis does all the research 
and said she shops "all year long 
at yard sales and estate sales for 
the decorations." 

They utilize the infonnation 
the Internet has to offer, read 
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Otto's is located at 7701 White Lane, next to the Firehouse. 

sonal and warming atmosphere , 
but also to help educate people 
about the gaming world. 

Cargill talks about a "soccer 
mom'' interested in knowing 
about some sort of "Grand Theft 

Auto" game that her kid wants. 
Cargill explains that his first re
action isn't to sell the game; it's 
to help that person understand 
the purchase that they are con
sidering. 
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Three wooden eggs, displaying paintings of the Madonna 
and child, are some of the many decorations that can be 
seen at Christmas Around the World. 

books, as well as conduct inter
views with people from other 
countries to get a firsthand ac
count of how Christmas is cel
ebrated abroad. ' 'We want to be 
accurate," said Lewis. 

It's not just about lights, trees 
and decorations. It's about edu
cating adults and children alike 
a'bout where the legacy of Christ
mas came from and how all as
pects of Clnistmas in the United 
States really represent the melt
ing pot that we ai·e. We pull tra
ditions from other countries and 
meld them together and make 
them our own. 

"It's a cultural event It's worth 

people's time. It's fun ," Lewis 
said. 

AJJ around the world people 
are celebrating Christmas their 
own way and Lewis and her fam
ily plan to show Bakersfield that 
Christmas is just another com
mon interest. 

"There 's a ve1y beautiful spiI·it 
about it;' said Lewis. 

Christmas Around the World is 
open from 11 a .m.-7 p.m. Mon
day tht·ough Saturday. Tickets 
ai·e $8 per person, $7 for seniors, 
$20 for a family of four, and chil
dren five and under are free. 

For information, contact Sher
rie Lewis at 661-747-4316. 

"By being able to sit here and 
talk with people and educate 
them instead of being driven by 
upper management that doesn' t 
know what's going on in the 
stores, we're able to provide [a 
more personal experience] for 
the pa.rents as well." 

The store isn't just about 
sales. 

The space also consists of ta
bletops for games like Dungeons 
and Dragons, as well as a gam
ing room for customers to uy out 
games that they a.re thinking of 
spending up to $59.99 on. 

The gaming room, fully 
themed in ' 'Bioshock" decora
tions, is stock full of flat screens 
and seating that Cargill calls the 
best gaming seat you' ll ever use: 
theater seating. 

Being able to decorate and 
theme his store t11e way he wants 
is another one of the advan
tages that Cargill employs over 

GameStop. 
The space compared to a 

GameStop, which average just 
1,500 square feet, allows Cargill 
and his employees to dress up 
the store as well as have a more 
relaxed and open atmosphere. 

"One of the advantages of hav
ing all this space to play around 
with, as opposed to having a 
cramped lilt.le mall store with no 
square footage where people are 
just going to be crammed there in 
a line all day, we give people the 
opportunity to explore the store; 
give them space to be here," Car
gill said. 

"For the parents who bring 
1t1eir kids in ... they have the op
portuniry to kind of kick back 
and not be crammed in against a 
wall while a thousand screaming 
kids run around them in a very 
tight space." 

Otto's is located at 7701 White 
Lane, next to the Firehouse. 
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A Christmas tree decorated with Chinese ornaments 
represents one of the 40 countries on display. 
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A large collection of nativity scenes from around the world 
are part of the display that runs through Dec. 30. 

Alt-rock legends come to The Fox 
Jon Nelson 

Reporter 

l t was all horn-rimmed glasses 
and skinny jeans as the hippest 
of the hip welcomed The Pixies 
to Bakersfield's Fox Theater. 

" I wanted to die the whole 
time,'' said Beth HatTell about 
the Nov.18 concert. 

The Pixies ai·e probably best 
known for paving the way for 
'90s alternative-rock bands like 
Nirvana and Smashing Pump
kins and for their underground 
hit "Where Is My Mind?" 

1l1e band originally broke up 
in 1993, but reunited in 2004. 
They have been towing on-and
off ever since. 

ln October 2011, the Pixies 
began the Doolittle Lost Cities 
Tour in which they play the en
tirety of theiI· classic 1989 album 
"Doolittle" as well a5 b-sides and 
rarities from that time and mis
cellaneous hits. 

"We call it the 'Lost. Cities 
Tour' because we wanted to go 
to towns we've never been to be
fore,'' bassist Kim Deal told the 
audience. 

Supporting act lmagi11aty Cit
ies was the pe1fect watm -up band. 
They played loud music that was 

perfect background noise for the 
crowd to chatter and wait for the 
main act to come out. 

The Pixies finaUy emerged as 
shadowy figures in front of a gi
ant projection of Salvador Dali's 
notorious surrealist film "Un 
Chien Andalou." 

The band got comfo11able and 
kicked off the show with tl1e b
side "Dancing the Manta Ray." 

After they warmed up with a 
few of theiI· lesser-known songs, 
The Pixies were ready to get into 
"Doolittle.'' Watching the crowd 
combust when they started "De
baser" was worth the price. 

The band quickly proved that 
they still know what they're doing 
even aft.er all these years. Singer 
at1d guitatist Frank Black's 
voice still has the same mental
patient howl that it did 20 years 
ago. This was more than evident 
when they performed '·Taine." 
His sing-to-scream performance 
was impressive. 

Songs like "Hey" and "Wave 
of Mutilation" came complete 
with crowd sil1g-alongs. Scream
ing in unison with 1,500 people 
is reaUy awe-inspiring. 

After they finished "Doolittle" 
and a few more songs, the band 
exited the stage only to come 

back for two encores. 
The best song of the night 

came during the first encore. The 
band played the noisy juggernaut 
"Into the White" and employed 
an overactive fog machine to 
fill the Fox Theater with white 
smoke. At one point, the band 
was barely visible on stage. 

The highlight of the second 
encore was the Pixies playing a 
spontaneous and very rough ver
sion of "Dig For Fire." 

One of the best things about 
the concert was the band's com
munication with fans. Deal was 
constantly talking to the audi
ence and asking questions. 

She even dedicated the song 
"La La Love You" to Bakers
field. 

"l bet you guys don't get a lot 
of people playing tln-ough here?" 
she questioned. 

Atone point, lead guitarist Joe 
Santiago was even using his iP
hone to take video of the crowd. 

The Pixies have done what 
ve1y few bands can. They've 
weathered breakups as well as 
the tide of popular opinion and 
managed to stay relevant Over 
20 years after theiI· fo1mation, 
they still sound amazing and I 
can't wait to see them again. 

Oil Change $pecial $t9 99 5 quarts 
Reg $28.99 O il & Filter 

Most vehicles with coupon 
Exp. 12-3 1-11 

Brake $ervice 

Per Axle Pads or Shoes 
$39 99 Includes 

Reg $l9. 99 Labor Extra 
Most vehicles with coupon 

Exp.1 2-3 1-11 

M-F 8-5 
Saturday 8-4 

$3999 4 cyl Tune-up 
$A999 $pecial 
6t 6 Cy/ Plug 

$C999 Replacement 
U, 8 cyl Most vehicles w ith coupon 

Exp. 12-3 1 • I I 

.._; 
2 

(66l) 871-3900 
05 Columbus Street 

In the Lowe's Shopping Center 
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Student, immigrant and musician 
By Patricia Rocha 

Reporter 

International student I van 
Mendez and his America cover 
band recently showed off their 
musical abilities to a packed 
house at Coconut Joe's banquet 
hall. 

"The response was amazing," 
said Joe Coughlin, Mendez's 
adoptive father and owner of 
the restaurant Coconut Joe's. "I 
couldn't be prouder." 

"It was an awesome experi
ence to watch them," said Ami 
Coughlin. 

Listening to lead singer and 
guitarist Ivan Mendez's vocals, 
it's almost impossible to tell 
English is Mendez's second lan
guage. 

Mendez moved to the United 
States when he was around 12 
years old and says that the transi
tion was difficult at first. 

"I don't want to say it was a 
culture shock, because it's not 
the same move to America from 
Mexico as the move to America 
from say, Europe ... but I would 
say it wa<; somewhat of a culture 
shock." 

Leaving behind his mother and 

hometown of Colima in Mexico, 
he says, was extremely difficult. 

"The first year was really hard, 
trying to learn the language, try
ing to adopt a culture, trying to 
get friends. It was just every
thing," Mendez said. 

He said it took him about two 
years to really pick up English 
and find himself friends who 
would help him with his new 
language. 

"I tried my best. Every time I 
was in a class, I'd sit down and 
watch how people move their 
mouth. Try to pick it up from 
there," he said. "I'd repeat a lot, 
everything I heard. Somebody 
would say a word, and I'd repeat 
it until I got it down." 

Mendez felt it was extremely 
important for him to assimilate 
to his new home. 

"If you move here from an
other country, you must learn 
English in order to succeed. You 
can get by just speaking Spanish, 
but you're not really going to go 
farther than anybody else." 

"Ivan's just been on this great 
journey and path in Life and so 
we saw an opportunity to help 
him along with his journey," said 
Joe Coughlin. 

Mendez says his new fam
ily was a perfect fit and that the 
adoption was the influence that 
split the old Ivan into the new 
Ivan. 

"I started to get so much more 
education about everything; life 
and even music perspectives," 
said Mendez. 

Majoring in business market
ing, Mendez says his priorities 
are school, then the band, then 
helping out with the family busi
ness. 

Although music is a passion 
of his, he says being an inter
national student means he has 
to choose his educational career 
path carefully. 

"Because I'm an international 
student, fees are very, very high 
for me, so if there's a c lass I want 
to take, I really have to think 
about if I'll get something really 
good out of it." 

He says a three-unit class for 
him costs around $1,000, which 
is another reason why he chooses 
to major in business rather than 
music. 

He says he does have to sac
rifice a lot for all the work that 
goes into being a student and 
musician. 

COURTESY OF LEAH COUGHLIN 

Ivan Mendez performs at Coconut Joe's on Nov. 20 

More like Robin Hood than Billy the Kid 
By Cassandra McGowan 

Reporter 

Outlawz Car Club of Bakers
field will hold its fifth annual 
toy drive Dec. 3 in the park
ing lot of La Cabana on White 
Lane from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Don't let the name of this 
car club fool you because these 
people are actually very chari
table and pay for all the costs 
of setting up the toy drive from 
their own pockets and all pro
ceeds go to the cause. 

The club itself was started 
about seven years ago and has 
since been taken over by the 
current members, 18 fami lies 
to be exact. 

When asked the main pur
pose of the club, Tim Lewis 
said, "Brotherhood and to have 
fun." 

Five years ago, the Outlawz 
saw a need within the commu
nity, the need to bring a smile 
to a hospitalized child's face. 
They decided to start the toy 
drive and have had so much 
success with the help of the 
community that they are now 
able to supply: toys, various 
books, children's DVDs, and 
crayons year round. 

Jeff Hill works in Kern Medi
cal Center's Neonatal intensive 

care unit and gets to see the 
need for smiles first-hand. 

"I've been at KMC for 24 
plus years [and] in the pediatric 
unit for over IO years. I had to 
move up there because I hurt 
my back, and now I love it," 
said Hill. 

Everything they collect is for 
KMC, including any cash dona
tions or money made from the 
raffles. It goes right to things 
needed for the pediatrics unit 
to make the children happy. 

"Everything is for the hospi
tal," said Bill Araujo 

The Outlawz take nothing, 
only give. 

"We collect enough toys in 
December to sustain for all 
year," said Will Sheppard. 

The toy drive isn't the only 
charitable thing the Outlawz 
participate in. They also help 
with two of the canned food 
drives KGET hosts, a fan drive 
and they also participated in 
Stuff the Bus. 

"We just do something for a 
cause," said Bill Araujo. 

Various club members 
agreed that they like to help the 
community, they don't want to 
line their own pockets, and they 
want to help the less fortunate. 

"[The toy drive] started off 
really casual and has devel-
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Members of the Outlawz Car Club pose with some of the toys they have received as part 
of their annual Christmas Toy Drive on Nov. 17 

oped," said Jeff Hill. 
Elizabeth Araujo said, "We 

didn't expect it to do so well." 
The Outlawz were all in agree

ment that the look in the chil
dren's eyes once receiving the 

gifts is priceless, and it's all they 
can do to keep the tears from 
flowing. 

'To see these big guys with 
tears in their eyes, it's something 
else," said Elizabeth Araujo. 

To make a donation, visit one 
of the various locations that the 
Outlawz have placed donation 
boxes or contact Bill Araujo at 
661-912-4037 or Jeff Hill at 661-
477-2055. 

Fitness and GSA hosts dance for LGBTQ students 

fun coexist 
on campus 

By Esteban Ramirez 
Reporter 

Fit and Fun was a project by the sports club 
to get people more active and fit, but at the 
san1e time having fun. It started on Nov. 2 1 and 
ended on Nov. 23. 

This is basically a representation of what the 
sports club does according to club president 
Sarah Elliott. 

"We are holding this for our semester project 
and we choose to do this because it goes with 
our name. We do this for fundraising for trips 
and for club awareness," said Elliott. 

"We're going to have volleyball, flag foot
ball and a hula-hooping contest. We also take 
trips to go white water rafting and hiking." 

She added that they were selling corn on the 
cob, pumpkin rolls, hot apple cider and candy 
canes to raise money. 

"We are trying to raise enough money to buy 
a volleyball net because we are sharing one 
right now, but our goal is still to get people out 
here and get them to be active," she said. 

She also commented that they welcome ev
erybody to come out to play and get fit. 

"It's a great place to hang with your friends, 
so come out and have fun," she said. 

The sports club meets on at 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Free Speech Area. 

NATHA WILSON / THE RIP 

Students and friends from Bakersfield College, California State University Bakersfield and various 
high schools dance during the Bakersfield College Gay Straight Association's 2011 Winter Formal: 
Alice's Masquerade at the Metro Galleries, located at 1604 19th St. on Nov. 18. 

Column 

Fashion 
is what 
makes an 
• • 1mpress1on 
What are you wearing? I The 
Rip's Features Editor talks about 
what's hot and what's not. 

This will be my last fashion 
column in the Renegade Rip. 
In the past 
10 columns, 
I gave a lot 
of advice 
for the mon
ey-sav ing 
fashionista, 
fashion-for
ward, and 
not-so-fash- Chrystal Fortt 
ion-forward 
person, but I never talked about 
why fashion is important. 

Fashion is much more than 
an interest to fashion-forward 
people. 

Whether people care about 
fashion, "practice" fashion, or 
just throw on clothes everyday, 
everyone picks the clothes they 
wear. 

No matter who you are, the 
clothes you put on say something 
about you. 

Some people say that it's vain 
to judge people based on their 
appearance, but it's not. 

Everyone makes an assump
tion about a person when they 
first see someone. 

Many people misconstrue 
this notion with not accepting a 
person because of the way they 
dress, which would be judgmen
tal. 

But generally you can make an 
assumption about who a person 
is by the way they dress. 

For instance, when you see a 
man wearing rags, you assume 
he's a bum. 

If you see another man wear
ing a collared shirt and tie, you 
can assume he's a businessman. 

I wouldn't call it vain to make 
this assumption. 

It's just a way to know about a 
person before actually getting to 
know them. 

However, I'm not saying that 
everyone's appearance is always 
aligned with a person's personal
ity. 

It is possible that a scary look
ing Goth can be the sweetest 
person, but usually the clothes 
that someone picks helps portray 
themselves. 

Clothes are a person's non
verbal way of expressing their 
personality, who they are, and 
what they want the world to 
think about them. 

It would be wrong to ignore 
this insight on a person. 

Some people dress based on 
their beliefs in politics or reli
gion. 

There are those who purpose
fully dress in rags to defy soci
ety. 

They believe people who care 
about how they look or dress in 
brand name clothes makes a per
son materialistic and a product of 
society's consumerism. 

You can probably assume that 
someone who has dreads, wears 
tie-dye shirts, and walks around 
without shoes believes in this no
tion; they're making a political 
statement that they profoundly 
believe in. 

Women in the Pentecostal re
ligion wear long skirts and long 
hair because of its modesty and 
obedience to God. 

Many people make the mistake 
of ignoring other people's appar
el and not taking the time to care 
about their own wardrobe. 

Some people don't realize that 
if they dress sloppy, other people 
see this as a reflection of their 
personality and they 're sloppy 
with everything else. 

If someone doesn't take the 
time to care about him or herself, 
why would they take the time to 
care about anything else? 

That's how people view slop
py-dressed people. 

Like it or not, everyone is con
stantly being judged by their ap
pearance. Fashion is a powerful 
tool to change others' perception 
of you. 
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Tobacco use part of 
SGA agenda again 

By Jon Nelson 
Reporter 

The Student Government Association is taking 
steps to ensure that the issue of tobacco use is at 
the forefront of student consciousness at Bakers
field College. 

ing. 
Unfortunately, most of those events have been 

pushed back to the sp1ing. 
"Yes, the online voting will take place during 

the Spring Semester dming the opening week of 
school, all the way through the month of Janu
ary," said Kenner. 

There has also been a rumor that the SGA is 
fly ing to ban smoking on campus all together. 

"I heard about it, but I don't smoke so I don't 
really care," said BC student. Iraiz Bermudez. 

Rumors like this, however, are nothing new. 

For Fall 2011 the SGA and B-COUGH, Ba
kersfield Campuses Organized and United for 
Good Health, planned a number of events de
signed to educate students on the dangers of 
smoking and to hear· student and faculty opinion 
on BC's smoking policy. 

Several information booths were to be set up 
around campus. There was a presentation on quit
ting and two open-mic forums on tobacco-related 
issues planned. The centerpiece of all this was 
supposed to be an online poll and vote t.o possibly 
change BC's smoking policy. 

Smoking has always been a big issue on cam
pus. There have been numerous proposals to ban 
smoking at BC since 2005. 

"Everywhere you go, there's smoke. You be
come a second-hand smoker," said student Sally 
Fa yes. 

GREGORY D. COOK /THE RJP 

As part of a tobacco awareness 
presentation, students were invited to 
make a guess of how many cigarette butts 
were in this jar. 

However, not all students feel this way. 
' 'The student vote is the key to making this a 

success as we all must make every effo11 in get
ting the word out to ensure the success of achiev
ing this goal," said Denick Kenner, SGA general 
counsel and head of B-COUGH. 

The SGA had even planned events to partici
pate in the Great American Smokeout, a national 
campaign that encomages people to quit smok-

" It's upsetting," said Drew Kurk, BC student. "I 
understand, but it's a huge campus. If I had to be 
here for a few hours, I'd be upset that I couldn't 
smoke." 

All of this attention on smoking is meant to 
coincide with Senate Bili SB 795 that goes into 
effect next year. 

"This bill will go in effe.ct on January 1st and it 

is a bill that will allow for colleges and universi
ties to enforce their smoking policies by citing for 
violatfons of the cun-ent policy," said Kenner. "We 
(B-COUGH) would like to present this to the Ac
ademic Senate along with the massive numbers 
of votes that come in to complete the package for 
next year·, which is a Revised Smoking Policy as 
well as a way to enforce the policy." 

CCCAA: Bowl game could be 
guaranteed for BC with new system 

PTK: New group at BC gives to veterans, 
offers accessible students scholarships 

Continued from Page 1 
play in the bowl game at Memo
rial Stadium," Beckwith said , 
"The CCCAA gets the major
ity of the money when we host 
a bowl game ... it's not about 
making money, it's about host
ing it and being the school that 
eve1yone wants to be at." 

Back in 2010, though, BC's 
athletic department offered Mt. 
SAC $20,000, half of which 
would come from Clifford and 
Bradford, if they would come to 
Memorial Stadium to play the 
game instead. 

Then-athletic director Jan St.u
ebbe stated financial reasons for 

the offer. 
" If we have that game up here, 

we're going to get a big crowd. I 
know in that particular· game, we 
get 60 percent of the profits, and 
the last time we played Mt. SAC 
in the playoffs we had 12,000 
people here," Stuebbe said in an 
article in the Dec. 1, 2010 issue 
of the Renegade Rip. "We esti
mated having 10,000 people here 
and that would make us $ 100,000 
and we would get $60,000, so I 
said I would offer them $10,000 
to come up here." 

Right now, a team must finish 
at .500 or better to be eligible for 
a bowl. BC's team finished 4-6. 

Continued from Page 1 
community projects. Wallace said, 
"We can do any suggestion. We can 
do a food drive, or if we wanted to, 
go out to a homeless shelter and feed 
people. It can be anything that helps 
the community. 

"We list.en to everything and choose 
what we do. It's about helping the 
community." 

Carol Stiles, a member of PTK 
since its start here at BC, was invit
ed to the society by e-mail and after 
researching the group and finding it 
valuable and hoping she would get 
some leadership experience. 

She said, 'Tm really excited to do 
anything they are doing. It gives you 

BANKS: Spraying pesticides on campus 
frowned upon by some faculty at BC 
Continued from Page 1 
attitude/comment. that ' It's OK 
when it dries."' He goes on to 
say t:hat anyone in the Chemistiy 
Department will agree that the 
chemicals used within pesticides 
are not safe for people who may 
be sensitive to the toxins within 
the pesticides. 

''This is an issue regardless 
of who is doing the spraying," 
Vaughan said. 

"[The pesticides ar·e] con
sidered by and large non-toxic, 
they're not horrible to people, but 
you'll find that people are sensi
tive to the chemicals," he said. 

Although the chemicals are 
not said to be really dangerous to 
humans, Vaughan said he won't 
be touching anything that's been 
sprayed and he wonies for stu
dents who come in to the hall
ways and sit down to relax before 
or after class. 

"Woe be it for those students 
who sit in the hallways;' wrote 
Vaughan. 

"It's a necessary evil. If we 
don't take care of the bugs, 

we'll be overrun:' 
-Lindsay Ono, 

BC agriculture professor 

Not all of the BC staff feels the 
same though. 

" It's a necessary evil If we 
don't take care of the bugs, we'll 
be oveITun;' said professor of 
agriculture Lindsay Ono. He 
said there are "all sort of critters 
around." 

Bill Kelly, professor of agri
cultm·e, thinks the old buildings 
need to be sprayed, but thinks 
it should be done after summer 
school, but before the fall se
mester starts so there's the least 
amount of people on campus as 
possible. 

Kelly also said he's concerned 
about the endangered ki t foxes 
that live on campus and said we 
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also have a raccoon and opossum 
along with sn·ay cats ar1d dogs 
that hang out around the horti
culture lab. 

Kelly asked, "If the kit fox eats 
a dying mouse, is it going to be 
OK?" 

"If the pest conn·oI company is 
careful and uses chemicals that 
are compatible with farming, I 
think it' ll be OK," he said. 

Horticultural technician Sally 
Stems agrees that we have an is
sue with pests. 

"We've got cockroaches, 
we've got mice, we've got rats," 
she said. 

Much like the other professors 
in the Agriculture Department, 
Stearns doesn't feel the pest con
trol is a huge deal. "I don 't know. 
I wouldn't have a problem with 
it:' she said. 

Frank Daigle, an employee of 
Banks, said they use the " least 
toxic" pesticides and said, "We 
won't be n·eating areas with ar1i
mals or horticulture." 

Kern County Campus 
1201 24th Street, Suite D-200, Bakersfield, CA 93301 

a feeling of accomplishment to be in
volved in something like this." 

Stiles thinks that the scholarships 
assistance provided by PTK will help 
her in her education. She said," I think 
it's going to be ve1y helpful when it 
comes to n·ansfen"ing to the university 
level. It's really easy. You can create a 
profile, [and see] what you're looking 
for in a school, what sort of scholar
ships match up with you." 

Wallace said that the group is 
planning many events for the future, 
especially after the group gets n·ain
ing from other PTK groups. She is 
planning to have the group do more 
commmlity service like the Wounded 
Waniors Project. 
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News Briefs 

Electronic recycling 
Bakersfield College & Alianza Recycling is hold
ing a Free Electronic Waste Recycling Event for 
all Kern County residents and businesses on 
Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. They will be accept
ing all televisions (with no restrictions on size 
or quantity), monitors, computers and all other 
electronic devices. They won't accept florescent 
bulbs, alkaline batteries or large appliances. They 
will accept all car, golfcart, and rechargeable bat
teries. For more information contact Neil Agness 
at 369-9861 or nlagness@yahoo.com. 

BC choir 
Bakersfield College's choirs will hold their Annu
al Holiday Celebration on Friday, Dec. 2 at 7:30 
p.m. at First Presbyterian Church at the corner of 
Truxtun Avenue and F Street. General admission 
is $10 or $5 for students, staff, active military and 

seniors, and can be bought at the door. 

Holiday plants 
Bakersfield College Agriculture is selling holiday 
poinsettias, wreaths, and topiaries this month. 
Check http://bakersfieldcollegeagriculturewee
bly.com for photos, descriptions and ordering 
information. 

Play 
"A Rosie Christmas" will be playing at Stars Din
ner Theatre on Wednesday, Dec. 7, from 6 to 9 
p.m. Show-only tickets are $35; matinee $45 to 
$50. Doors open at 6 p.m., show at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday; 2 p.m. Sunday. Call 

325-6100 for more info. 

Haggard 
Merle Haggard with special guest will be at the 
Fox Theater on Dec. 10. Tickets are $40.50 to 
$60.50. Contact the Fox Theater for more infor
mation. 

Workshops 
Free CAS workshops are being held in SS151. On 
Weds. Nov. 30, the workshop "Effective Note
taking" will be 1-2 p.m., "Appalling Apostrophes" 
at 2-3 p.m., and "Rescuing Research" at 3-4 p.m. 
On Thurs., Dec. l, the workshop "MLA Made 
Easy" will be held at 2-3 p.m. and "Commas II" 
at 3-4 p.m. 



CAMPUS 
Page 5 The Ren egade Rip I www.th erip.com 

Professor gets published 
Book Deal I BC English profes
sor chronicles his 99-day bike 
ride across America 

By Nate Perez 
Reporter 

''The Winky-Eyed Jesus and 
Other Undescribables" is a book 
by none other than Bakersfield 
College English professor Scott 
Wayland. The book describes 
Wayland's experience on his 99-
day bike ride across the United 
States. 

the strange people and creatures 
Wayland meets, the landscape 
and his overall experience in 
354 pages. 

Wayland's journey took a little 
over three months, but his book 
took nearly fou r years to w1ite. 

Wayland had to find time be
tween teaching in order t.o fin
ish. "During the semester, a lot 
of writing didn't get done. Sum
mer's when a bulk of the w1iting 
happened," said Wayland. 

The book originally began as 
a blog. 

other Undescribables" is self
published. Wayland himself did 
the layout, the design and so 
fo1th. 

Wayland hoped that the title 
would catch readers' att.ention. 
The strangeness of it comes from 
an experience that Wayland had 
with a couple in Ohio. 

Wayland claims that if you 
read the book , you will fully un
derstand the title. 

Wayland plans to w1ite a new 
book after he finishes his next 
adventure. 

He is prepared for yet another 
bike 1ide, this time from Alberta, 
Canada t.o Colorado. 

ly good for my teaching because 
I was doing what my students do 
during the semester." 

The book is recommended for 
anybody, but people who love 
the out.doors will have an im
mediate attraction to Wayland's 
book. 

It is filled with numerous 
photos of his journey, humor, 
internal debate and quite a few 
embaiTassing moments that 
Wayland is not ashamed to ad
mit. 

"It was such an incredible ex
pe1ience, I knew it would make 
a good book," Waylai1d contin
ued. "HopefuUy, I inspire people 
to do some riding themselves." 
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''The Winky-Eyed Jesus and 
Other Undescribables: An elite, 
feral recumbent cyclo-tourist 
wages human-powered jihad 
against the force of gravity and 
the awesome span of the No1th 
Ame1ican continent" desc1ibes 

While Wayland was on his 
journey, he would w1ite on pa
per at night and would stop at 
a pubUc library during the day. 
There, he would type out his 
daily journal onto his blog. 

"The Winky-Eyed Jesus and 

Writing the book was also 
quite an experience for Way
land. 

Wayland claims, "It was real-

"The Winky-Eyed Jesus" can 
be found on Amazon via paper
back or on a Kindle edirion. 
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BC professor Scott Wayland rides his recumbent bicycle 
down Red Apple Road in Tehachapi on Feb. 12. 

School president speaks with students 
By Martin Chang 

Online Editor 

A group of students recentJy 
had the opportunity to talk to Ba
kersfield College president Greg 
Chamberlain , Student Government 
Association president Tawntannisha 
Thompson, and president of the Ac
ademic Senate Cornelio Rodtiquez 
in a casual conversation over coffee 
and muffins. 

These students had this opportu
nity as a pait of President Scholai· 
Program, a program for freshman 
students who show academic excel
lence. They discussed issues such 
as motivarion, social networking, 
majors, and class transferring. 

Chamberlain described the talks 
as "an opportunity that the president 
scholai-s get. [It's an] oppo1tunity to 
have a casual get together, and it is 
just a chance to have a conversation 
and talk about whatever you want 
to talk about." 

The conversation had a more 

laid-back give and take. 
"I think that it was really good 

just to get to know the leadership of 
the institution you ai·e attending," 
said David Caploe, President Schol
ar member and d igital a11s major. 
"They're reaUy down to earth and 
friendly. They don't take their posi
tion so seriously that they can't talk 
to students . I like just knowing that 
they ai·e interested individually in 
what we ai·e doing." 

Chainberlain also enjoys the 
talks. 

"I love it anytime I get a chance 
to talk to students in an info1mal 
setting," he said. "I do meet with 
different students periodicaUy, but 
I love to meet with the president 
scholars." 

During the talks, the students and 
teachers talked about social net
working and how it affects student 
Jives. The students said that it can 
waste time and be isolating. But on 
the other hand, the students believe 
it could be great for jobs and net-

working. 
Chamberlain has a more nega

tive view. He said, "It is a real issue. 
People get so involved in social me
dia. Persona1Iy, I worry about how 
that's impacting their personal, pro
fessional and student Uves in terms 
of time, and I also wonder how that 
effects communication and interac
tion with people." 

All of the leadership there seemed 
eager to answer and ask questions 
and have a discussion with stu
dents. 

Caploe joined the President 
Scholai· Program to make connec
tions and help him with his school
ing. 

' 'The reason I joined is because 
the program offers rea1Iy good op
portunities to connect with other 
people that are trying to pursue meir 
cai·eers, their majo1-s, and get good 
grades," he said. ''We get a $100 
stipend maybe once a yeai·, you get 
it for books. That's really one of the 
benefits, too." 

Renegade Ranch 
annual plant sale 
offers seasonal 
decorations 

Bakersfield College horticulture 
technician Sally Sterns stands at the 
back of the Horticulture Department's 
mobile store parked in the Free Speech 
Area on Nov. 28. 
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Keeping BC on the cutting edge 
By America Garza 

Reporter 

Media services may be the 
most important depaitrnent that 
Bake1-sfield College students 
have never heai·d of. 

It is the hub of all things tech
nology for the college ai1d the 
decisions they make affect eve1y 
student's learning experience. 

Bonnie Sudennan, dean of 
Learning Resources and Infor
mation Technology, heads up 
the department.. She explained 
some of the functions of media 
services, the challenges it faces 
in the cmTent budget crisis, and 
how students can become more 
involved in the development of 
technology at BC. 

According to Sude1man, me
dia services provide and main
ta in the campus' instructional 
technology. 

The requests are reviewed by 
media services and forwarded to 
me BC Information Systems and 
Instructional Technology Com
mittee. 

The ISIT commit.lee in
cludes representatives from 
faculty, staff, and even a stu
dent member. It makes recom
mendations for technology 
upgrades and final approval is 
then given by Greg Chamber
lain, the college president. 
Suderman said there are many 
factors taken into account when 
considering a request for tech
nology upgrades. 

"A lot of it depends on what 
the depaitment wants and what 
they're going to use. You have 
some depaitments that need 
to have the high-end technol
ogy and the latest equipment... 
Whereas other depaitments, the 
instruct.ors concentrate more on 
teaching methods as opposed to 
technology," she said. 

There are other considerations 
to be made, such as ensuring that 
BC has the infrastructure and 
trained staff to support the new 
equipment. 

outdated. 
"We have t.o be cai·eful [to] 

not get something grand that we 
can't support later," she said. 

According to Suderman, all 
of these facto1-s contribute to the 
difficulty of adding new technol
ogy to the college during times 
of budget c1isis. 

"The highest priority at BC is 
to provide instiuction, to provide 
classes for you guys to take. So 
technology, although it is great to 
work with, will be cut before we 
will cut a class," she said. 

Suderman explained that me
dia services find ways to keep 
costs down and funds available 
for technology upgrades. 

Providing instiuctors with 
network access cai·ds instead of 
having to pay for a Wi-Fi con
nection at off campus sites has 
saved the depaitment money 
and the introduction of a remote 
technical support desk has saved 
on technician labor. 

Despite budget concerns, Su
derman says the media services 
department welcomes student 
input when it comes to instt·uc
tional technology. 

BC students get to 
show their talents 

By Chrystal Fortt 
Features Editor 

The Theater Club and African American 
Student Union Club ai·e putting on an open 
mic event at the Bake1-sfield College Fireside 
room on Dec. 1 at 6 p.m. 

To perfo1m, there will be a sign-in sheet 
and each pe1fonner will have five minutes to 
perfo1m anything. 

"You can do a song, monologue, poem, 
poetry slam, it doesn't matt.er. You can even 
stand up there and just throw paint on a can
vas - anything t.o show off your talent - just 
don't be boring," said Tyler Steelman, the 
vice president of the Theater Club. 

Steelman and Mithra Arambula, the presi
dent of the Theater Club and host of the open 
mic, has been planning for the event since last 
semester. 

"We wanted to do something that was 
ai·ound campus so we could reach out to the 

students more and interact more with me stu
dents to get them interested, not only in the
ater, but doing stuff as a school together;' said 
Steelman. 

Steelman feels there are not enough stu
dents going out to school events. 

"I think one of the big problems ai·ound 
campus with activities such as homecoming 
and the spring fling is that a lot of people 
working on them have great ideas, but a lot 
of students just don' t get behind them, espe
cia1Iy last year," said Steelman. "This year it's 
been qui te a bit better, but I still think more 
students should come out." 

There will be a bake sale t.o promote the 
open mic event. on Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

''We'll sell some baked goodies that we 
know ai·e yummy to promote our open mic 
night so more people can come," said AudI·aey 
'l(mes, the inner club council representative 
of the theater club. 

Club donates food to BC pantry 
By Esteban Ramirez 

Reporter 

The Newman Club is a student organiza
tion for Catholic and Christfan students, but 
anyone wishing to be involved in a praye1ful, 
faithful community dedicated to serving oth
e1-s is welcome. 

Bakersfield College's Newman Club was 
reinstated this semester after it was stopped 
about 18 yeai-s ago because, they needed a 
priest at the meetings but there was a short
age of priests, according to faculty adviser 
Lynn Krausse. 

"The students are fantastic," said Krausse. 
"They're always willing to pitch in and work, 
but it reaHy surprised me how many faculty 
and fo1mer Newman Club members ai·e ex
cited ai1d suppo1t ive of the whole thing. 

"Our big project is to collect food for BC's 
panlly and students that donate get a chance 
to win a p1ize in a raffle." 

Students can bring canned food to the 
Student Government Association's execu
tive boardroom from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Thursdays to win an MP3 player or a touch
screen tablet.. The drawing will be held on 
Dec. 8. 

''We've already had a successful bake sale, 
but we still haven' t decided where all the 
profits will go." 

She added that they wai1t to have a con
fitmation class for those who haven't gone 
tJu-ough confamation. 

"Were hoping t.o get a big enough group to 
get a confinnation class and this way it would 
be a lot quicker than if you tried when you 
were younger," she said. 

The Newman Club meets every Thurs
day from 11:30 a .m.-lp.m. and anyone is 
welcome to come in anytime between those 
hours. 

Krausse added that they haven't yet settled 
on a day to meet for the spring semester. 

Licensed 
Vocational Nursing 
SJVC's Licensed Vocational Nursing program 
prepares you with the knowledge and skills to 
provide nursing care to patients under the 
direction of physicians and registered nurses. 

HANDS-ON TRAINING 

, Nursing fundamentals 
, Health care ethics 
, Clinical pharmacology 
, Maternity & pediatric nursing 
, Medical & Surgical nursing 
• Mental & Community Health nursing 

·~Sff__C ~ A PRIVATE JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Visalia Campus· 8400 W. Mineral King 

It oversees the operation of 
BC'sonlineand interactive cours
es as well as the library computer 
commons. It provides audio-vi
sual equipment for instt·uctors 
to supplement classroom lecture 
and is also the medium through 
which depaitrnents cai1 request 
new equipment and technology 
for students to benefit from. 

There must also be funds lined 
up to replace it in tlu·ee-yeai·s 
time when it will be considered 

"It's important to us to not just 
assume that we know what you 
guys need," she said. Visit consumerinfo.sjvc.edu for important information on program outcomes. 


