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Staat to 
ride across 
country 

By Jon Nelson 
Reporter 

The idea of a Bakersfield man 
riding a bike across the country 
for charity might be considered 
_____ unusual if that 

man weren't 
Jeremy Staat. 

In February, 
Staat and fellow 
veteran, Wesley 
Leon Barrientos 

'-'
1
..1.ER~ EMY--S-TAAT ....... ...., will ride from 

the Wall of Val-
or in Bakersfield to the Vietnam 
Memorial Wall in Washington, 
D.C. 

The purpose of the cross
country trip is to bring attention 
to veteran issues and childhood 
obesity. 

The men hope to visit as many 
venues as possible along the way 
to talk about the ride. 

Staat also wants to close the 
generation gap between soldiers. 

"I thought, 'What can we do 
to unite these two walls?"' said 
Staat about the planning process 
for the ride. 

If you've never heard of Staat, 
then you 're among the minority. 

The Bakersfield native has had 
successful careers in both the 
NFL and the military. He now 
spends most of his time working 
locally with veteran causes. 

"Our rights are given to us by 
vets;' said Staat. 

The form er Marine started 
the Jeremy Staat Foundation in 
June 2011, after taking part in 
a presentation where the host
ing school paid a large amount 
of money to have a speaker. He 
didn't think it was right for funds 
to be taken away from schools 
that desperately need them. 

"I would do this for free," said 
Staat, remembering that day. 

The organization adopted the 
motto, "To bring living history 
to the classroom by offering life 
experiences to our youth through 
a veteran speaking board without 
taking away needed financial re
sources from our lacking educa
tional system." 

He makes it clear that the fo
cus should be put on the children 
and not him. 

" It has nothing to do with me;' 
he said. "It's all about the kids." 

In 2011 alone, the Jeremy 
Staat Foundation raised over 
$560,000 for the Kern County 
Wall of Valor. 

The wall is located on Truxtun 
Avenue, and consists of several 
glass panels that list the names 
of over 1,000 Kern County resi
dents who have been killed in 
battle. 

"These memorials are living 
memorials because we continue 
to add names," said Staat, re
garding the wall. 

But despite all of the work he 's 
doing these days, Staat still puts 
family first. 

"At the end of the day, I don't 
care how big my house is or how 
much money I have in the bank. 
It 's the relationships that mat
ter." 
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Bakersfield College student-activist Tara Mitchell displays a sign during an Occupy 
protest in the Free Speech Area of the BC campus Oct. 12. 

Wednesday, October 19, 2011 

• • 

for 
• 

By America Garza 
Reporter 

To say that Tara Mitchell 
stands up for what she believes 
in is an understatement. 

The 23-year-old Bakersfield 
College communication student, 
and self-declared "queer activist;' 
has been physically assaulted, 
kicked out of school and nearly 
arrested for her outspoken stance 
against what 

speech wrapped in a gospel -
and she took it to the pulpit of the 
preacher responsible for it. 

According to Mitchell, the 
events that transpired after would 
lead her to discover her purpose 
in life. 

After being allowed inside the 
church by security, Mitchell and 
her group walked to the front of 
the congregation in the middle of 
Sunday service, and held signs 

she believes is -------------
with the pho
tographs of 

hate rhetoric 
aimed at the 
homosexual 
community. 

"I don't want to look back 50 gay teens who 

What com
pels Mitchell 
to stand so 
ardently in 
support of her 
beliefs is best 
summed up 
as a sense of 

years from now, when the 
[lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgender] community has 
more rights, and not be able 
to say I had a part in that." 

had commit
ted suicide 
because of 
bullying. 

The group 
stood in si-
lence until 
the service 
concluded, 
but Mitchell 
believes they 
corweyed their 
message loud 

-Tara Mitchell, 
BC student 

duty. 
"I don't 

want to look back 50 years from 
now, when the [lesbian, gay, bi
sexual and transgender] commu
nity has more rights, and not be 
able to say I had a part in that;' 
she said. 

You could say that Mitchell 
was baptized in the flame of civil 
dissent. She organized her first 
protest in 2009 while majoring 
in gender and women's studies 
at Minnesota State University 
Mankato. It was a protest against 
what she felt was anti-gay hate 

and clear: "You don't understand 
the implications of your words. 
We can fix this." 

According to Mitchell, the 
scene was difficult to bear for 
members of the church and pro
test groups alike. 

"Some of us were crying be
cause we were hearing this mes
sage of Jesus Christ, who was a 
savior, who loved everyone, and 
yet were also being bombarded 
by hatred from the same people," 

Please see TARA, Page 3 

Artists gather at Marketplace for Via Arte 

MEGAN LUECKE I TIIE RIP 

Beth Ansolabehere, a Bakersfield College graduate, works on a portrait of Steve Jobs during the Via Arte 
festival at The Marketplace on Sept. 8. Artists create works of art on the asphalt of the parking lot in chalk. 

Salzman speaks about 
time studying kung fu 

Nate Perez 
Rep orter 

By Monica Bolger 
Reporter 

Powdered hands and stained jeans were the 
result of hand-drawn artwork that blanketed 
the Marketplace parking lot for the annual 
event of Via Arte on Oct. 8-9. 

The "Italian Street Painting Festival" cel
ebrated its 13th year of live and admission
free entertainment. It inspires the community 
and is sponsored by the Bakersfield Museum 
of Art. 

Bakersfield College student Jesse Calde
ron attended the weekend event and took a 
liking to the scene that lay beneath his feet. 

"My buddy and I went on Sunday for a 
couple of hours to check out the work, plus 
the company I work for, Ordiz-Melby, was 
participating in it and had its own square," 
said Calderon. "They made a rainbow-col
ored zebra and it looked pretty real." 

Ordiz-Melby Architects Inc. along with 
other companies, such as Chevron, Knights 
Services Inc., Starbucks, Sequoia Sandwich 
Company, The Boys and Girls Club, Bakers
field Memorial Hospital, and political lead-

Please see VIA ARTE, Page 4 

Pages 6· 7: Volkslauf provides ultimate challenge for runners 

After graduating from Yale 
University, Mark Salzman was 
offered a job in China where 
he taught English at a medical 
school and studied kung fu for 
two years. He wrote his most no
table title, "Iron and Silk," based 
on his experiences in China. Lat
er, the memoir was turned into a 
film where Salzman played him
self. 

intended on being a writer. He 
was obsessed with martial arts 
and Chinese culture. He wasn't 
fond of reading and he was an 
extremely awkward child, petite 
with a high voice. "I only read 
books that were assigned to me," 
said Salzman. 

Salzman grew up in Green
wich, Conn. and attended Yale 
University where he originally 
intended on studying music, but 
changed his major to Chinese 
Language and Literature. 

Pages 
The Rip debates the benefits 
of colonizing the great Red 

Planet. 

Page 11 
Duboski carries on the 

family tradition at BC as a 
quarterback. 

Growing up, Salzman never Please see SALZMAN, Page 4 
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Mark Salzman gives a reading from his book "True 
Notebooks," telling of the young boys he helped in Central 
Juvenile Hall in the Fireside Room on Oct. 12. 



Page2 

Gay Pride I The LGBTQ community gathers to show their pride 

By America Garza 
Reporter 

The T-shirts and bumper stickers at Bakersfield United in Pride 
read, ''Come out, come out, wherever you are." 

And come out they did. 
On October 15th, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and ques

tioning community came together to celebrate their unique cultw-e 
during the aimual gay pride event at Stramler Park, hosted by the 
Bakersfield LGBTQ. 

Whirney Weddell, chainnan of the board of the Bakersfield LG
BTQ, explained the si&>nificance of the event. 

"Freedom. For six hours, you can be who you are, quite comfort
ably, in the anus of a community that is totally accepting of the diver
sity of the community we represent. It's a freedom we never feel any 
other time in Bakersfield," Weddell said. 

A diverse array of people took advantage of that spirit of freedom as 
they walked the grounds of Stramler Park during the event. Same-sex 
couples displayed their affection, individuals expressed their gender 
identity, and supporters of the gay community all came out without 
fear of reprisal in an otherwise conservative town. 

In many ways, Bakersfield United in Pride 2011 resembled the tra
ditional family carnival. All of the classic carnival food was there. The 
live entertainmem featured every style of music from belly dancing to 
Broadway musical. There was a designated kids zone, complete with 

First Friday gives a 
touch of the chi s 

By Cassandra McGowan 
Reporter 

"Fright Sights" was The Foundry's conu·ibution to Bakersfield's 
First Ftiday on Oct. 7. 

The art exhibition featured local artists whose work correlates 
with the frightfulness of Halloween. 

Alan Willis is part owner of The Foundry and an airbrush artist. 
Willis had three of his pieces displayed at the event, an airbrush

ing of Dexter, Hannibal Lecter, and Christian Bale from his role in 
"American Psycho." 

Willis said he has only been creating arr since 2007. 
Before becoming an artist, Willis was a painter for 30 years 

and then designed camouflaged airbrush designs for fireanns. He 
yearned for something more and said his work on firearms was 
"like an itch that wasn't getting scratched." 

Willis said, "49-years-old and not sure where all this comes from 
yet. I'm a late bloomer in this world." 

Willis also has some of his artwork displayed in the Bakersfield 
College Veteran's Center. 

There were many other paintings from other artists, like one of 
a creepy looking kid with snot hanging out of bis nose that looked 
like some sort of alien child. 

The display was not packed, but there were just enough people 
in and out to keep a steady flow of conversation about all the differ
ent styles of art within the gallery. There was even a wall dedicated 
to little handmade masks, necklaces, and various other handmade 
trinkets. 

The Foundry has been in Bakersfield for a year but recently 
moved from the comer of Chester Avenue and 17th Street to 20th 
Street right next to Dagny's Coffee Company. 

The gallery is still under construction, so you can only view by 
appointment or on First Friday, according to The Foundry's Curator 
and part owner, Christina Sweet. 

Sweet is also a local ai1ist who specializes in acrylic paintings, 
but did not have any art in this exhibit. 

"We encourage new artists to join," said Sweet. 
Sweet explained how calling to set up appointments is the best 

way to get it done. 
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a bounce house and clown. Games and prizes were offered at some 
booths and raffle tickets were sold at others. 

National organizations, like the Human Rights campaign and Par
ents and Family of Lesbian and Gays, set up booths next to local 
groups. 

According to Weddell, Bakersfield Pride is a uniquely family event. 
It doesn't resemble the over-the-top style of festival synonymous with 
gay pride in cities like San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

Alison Shafer attended the event with her family. She is a supporter 
of the Bakersfield College Gay-Straight Associat ion and made the 
d1ive from Nevada to visit friends volunteering at Bakersfield Pride. 
She decided to take advantage of the resources being offered to fami
lies of recently ''out" individuals, particularly those who are having 
trouble dealing with their sexuality. 

In a society that still holds many taboos about homosexuality, Wed
dell believes that pride events provide a safe environment for those 
individuals who feel they have to hide a part of who they are from 
the world. 

"A lot of folks just don't know freedom here. They're afraid to tell 
their neighbors, and they're afraid people will find out. Our event 
affords them the opportunity to kind of let their guard down and be 
among people for whom it's not going to be an issue," she said. 
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Adreana Garner and J ulie Roberts sell flags, bracelets, 
jewelry and other various items at their booth during Gay 
Pride 2011 at Stramler Park on Oct. 15. 
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Artist Alan Willis poses with a chair he decorated to be 
auctioned off as a fund raiser at The Foundry on Oct 13. 

The Foundry also has two other pan owners, Alan Urquhait who 
is in graphic design and Danen Powers whose fo1te is collage. 

The next big event the gallery will be holding is "Lost and Found
ry," which is an exhibit in which they ai·e calling upon aitist<; to use 
their imagination and tum one man's trash into another man's trea
sure. Literally. 

The Foundry is asking artists to find old trash and recyclables and 
create art with it. There is a $75 prize awaiting the artist with the 
best piece, and artists can have up to three entries. The deadline to 
enter your art for this showing is Dec. 16. 

Go get your joust on 
By Esteban Ramirez 

Reporter 

The Village Artisans hosted the Medieval 
Faire with events such as jousting, wool 
spinning, clogging, lan1p work demonstra
tion ai1d they also had plenty of vendors for 
Two days here at Bakersfield on Oct. 15-
16. 

It was at Central Pai·k and this is the sec
ond consecutive year that they've had the 
Medieval Faire here at Bakersfield after 
stopping dw"ing the '70s. 

This fair is non-profit ai1d they donate 
to kids art programs because they feel that 
there aren't many art prograrns cw-remly, 
according to vice-president assistant direc
tor Linda Schorr. 

"I think what makes the fair great is the 
quality of the crafters, the park and just the 
friendly atmosphere," said Schon. 

She said that they were also supposed 
to have a speaker and a magician, but they 
never showed up. 

Laurie Jo Phillips was at the fair ai1d is 
an ai·tist that has been going to many fairs 
for over 25 years. "I think this fair is great 
because of the variety of arts, crafts and that 

there is plenty of things to do here. It's just 
a beautiful setting with good food and en
tertainment," she said. 

Debra Clutter, who does lamp work, gave 
her rake on the fair. 

"I think the music ai1d the fact that people 
are dressed up is great, but also that they 
have jousting and bounce houses for the 
kids. 

"I really like that they allowed me to bring 
my torch and let me show a demonstration 
on bow lamp wo1'k is done," she said. 

Lamp work is when someone uses the 
flame of a lamp to make beads and Clutter 
has been doing it for five years. 

''l think lamp work is neat because glass 
has unique properties that even allow you to 
make jewelry and put design<; on it." 

Keith Baines, who is the owner of The 
Gai·den Spot, shared his views on the fair. 

''l really like tl1e jousting and that the mer
chants ai·e dJessed with the proper attire, but 
l think that they could have more planned 
events throughout the day and a little more 
music that fits in with the fair. 

''Th.is is a lot more different than my res
taurant since I have a salad bai· and here l'm 
just making ui-tips and turkey legs." 

NATHAN WILSON I THE RlP 

Gary Thundercloud plays the Native 
American flute during the Medieval 
Faire at Mill Creek Park on Oct. 16. 

Tom Pope, who is one of the jousters, 
commented on the fair. 

"l think it's a great opportunity for the 
community to come enjoy all of our passions 
and for everyone to have a good time. 

''I really enjoy putting on a good show for 
everyone and people can even be a part of 
the show." 

Pope said that they participate in jousting 
competitfons and usually spent 2-3 weeks 
out of town competing. 
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Former Korn member 
strikes out on his own 

By Martin Chang 
Online Editor 

When Brian Welch, musician, 
author, Bakersfield native and 
fo1mer guitarist of the heavy
metal band Korn, was at his low
est, he found God at a time when 
his use of drugs, such as meth
an1phetamine, was at its worst. 

"I started praying, I felt this in
tense love come into me when I 
was at my worst moment. I was 
in such a horrible dysfunctional 
gutter, but I felt this feeling of 
euphoria and love come over 
me," said Welch. 

"Instantly 1 cared about living 
again." 

This spiritual expe1ience led 
him to take another look at his 
life. He decided that his life 
needed a change and that's when 
he left Korn. 

" I remember my business 
parrner telling me l should stay 
in Korn and while he was telling 
me, I was thinking, 'l just want 
to go borne ai1d quit Korn.' 

''I wanted to be home for my 
kid, I didn't want to sign a coo
trnct that kept me touring for two 
years straight again. So I just 
quit, that was the moment I J...'llew 
[I wanted to quit.] 

"I went borne and I quit within 
an hour. I was done. I was out of 
the band. 

"I got touched by God and 
it totally changed my life ai1d I 
wanted to figure out who this be
ing was that l got touched inside 
[by), and I also wanted to be at 
my own pad instead of being 
gone on the road all the time;' 
he said. 

"It all was a big piece of it, it 
all came together. 

"It wasn't likel got to leave the 
evil band, cause I'm a Christian 
now. It was just ·1 got to figure 
my new life out'." 

Since leaving the gwup in 
2005, Welch has used his music 
and books a<; a way of tel1ing 
his story and connecting with 
people that have a connection to 
his work. 

"When I get personal with 
people, I really like it. That's the 
most important pai-r, because it 
all comes down to that for me. 
That's what life is, connecting 
with the Divine and that's where 
we're all from and so I love to 
do that. Whenever I can connect 
with people like that," he said. 
"Last night 1 got to connect with 
someone like that, he was sn11g
gling and my music got to touch 
their (sic) life. I love to hear peo
ple tell their stories." 

Welch has recently released 
his new single "Paralyzed" on 
the Internet. It is a new single off 
his new EP, which is planned for 

release in early 2012. 
Welch wants to accomplish a 

lot with his new music. 
"We're just n·ying to focus on 

quality songs, quality lyrics and 
quality riffs, that a lot of people 
can connect with:' he said. 

Welch recalls his tin1e with 
Kom as like being in a family, 
but a dysfunctional one. 

"We did laugh and have fun a 
Jot. We were wasted the whole 
time, that's the only thing that 
sucks," he said. 

''There were maybe tlu·ee to 
five shows tl1a1 we didn't drink, 
like in over t.en years. Being 
wasted the whole tin1e just kind 
of clouds it up." 

Another big step for Welch 
was his sobriety. 

''I don't kiJI myself with that 
stuff now. It's helped everything, 
I'm clear in everything I do, mu
sic, family," be said. "It 's really 
being high to me. It's just the 
best high ever, being clean and 
clear ai1d sober." 

Recent ly, Welch faced his past 
when he played a show in a bar. 

"I had a lot of crazy, weird 
emotions because I saw people I 
used to drink with in the crowd 
ai1d they were good friends and 
everything, but it brought back 
those memories," he said. 

"I saw the singer from Korn 
(Johnathan Davis) and I hadn't 
seen him for six years and be 
came to see me. It was really 
emotional, I was just a wreck af
terwai·ds." 

Welch describes his relation
ship with the former members 
of Korn as a distant relationship 
that is recently getting closer. 

"They're busy and I'm busy. I 
didn't talk to or see the singer for 
six yeai·s. 

"I just saw him a month ago. 
There's a disconnect you know, 
you go your way and they go 
their way, there was not a lot of 
friendship there. 

"(But) just recently we started 
texting once in a while. It was 
cool to reconnect as friends," he 
said. 

Welch has mixed feelings 
about the thoughts of rejoining 
Korn. 

"It would have to totally make 
sense and it would have to be for 
some kind of purpose just be
cause, I'm focused on pmpose, 
destiny, like everything's got to 
have a purpose, if there's some 
kind of reason its supposed to 
happen, then sure. 

"I don't know, we will see 
what happens. One month I'll 
say 'I'll never, never, never go 
back' then Six months later I'll 
say something else. I just don't 
know. I feel like T don't know 
what the future holds." 
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The living dead 
invade the stage 

By Patricia Rocha 
Reporter 

The comedy-horror play 
"Geeks vs. Zombies" showing 
at The Empty Space is a pro
duction filled with what you'd 
expect from the title: references 
to comic books, video games, 
indie music, and of course, 
zombies. What may surprise au
diences is the fact that beneath 
the pop culture references and 
profanity-laced dialogue, is a 
strong message of character and 
friendship. 

Written by James Kopp and 
David Rock, the story cen
ters around four friends, self
proclaimed geeks who have 
survived a month-long zombie 
invasion by using the knowl
edge they've acquired from 
all the movies, music, comic 
books, and video games they've 
mastered. 

Co-writer James Kopp said 
he'd always wanted to write a 
zombie-themed play because 
there wasn't one that referenced 
and poked fun at all the other 
zombie-themed mediums al
ready out there. 

"You would think there'd al
ready be one," said Kopp. 

When Kopp's longtime friend 
David Rock was on a similar 
writing path at the same time, 
Kopp asked him to help. 

"I said, 'sure, let's try this 
out,'" said Rock, recalling the 
next four to five months the pair 
spent together writing the play. 

Both writers say they wanted 
to write a real, meaningful plot, 
balanced with the fun zombie 
theme. 

Through the intense zombie 
fights, cmde jokes, and lots of 

talk of Star Trek, Resident Evil, 
Larry Flynt and Max Brooks, 
audiences will find there is more 
to the show than the title may 
suggest. 

"Our main goal was to write a 
story, then zombies on top," said 
Rock. 

"We wanted to write about 
friendship," said Kopp. "It's a 
fun show, unlike anything you'll 
see this year." 

Being the second year the 
show has played at The Empty 
Space, fans from last year were 
glad to come hack to see it once 
more. 

"I first saw it last year, and it 
was pretty amazing," said Tyler 
Palo, 17. "The name is what re
ally brought us in." 

These fans thought the play 
was worth sharing to others, and 
brought their friends. 

"We heard it was really good 
from our friends," said Norma 
Ca.morling, 17. " I think it's pret
ty epic." 

Some changes were made to 
the original script so that this ver
sion was filled with more jokes 
and laughs than last year's. 

"I noticed some of the script 
was changed," said Eric Danes, 
18. "There were more pop cul
ture references which were re
ally funny." 

Like last year, a similar 
themed art gallery, called "Art 
vs. Zombies", accompanies the 
play. The brainchild of Rock, 
the gallery houses many dif
ferent pieces, from paintings 
and drawings to clothing and 
figurines. The gallery has grown 
since its introduction last year 
from eight artists to more than 
30 this year. 

'Tm very proud," said Rock. 
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From left: David Lee Rock, James Kopp, Josh Evans and Thor Reese pose as their 
characters Blair, Macready, Loomis and Wallace who must save the world from zombies. 

"It takes an army to make that 
galle1y." 

Those associated with the 
play are proud of the work ev
eryone puts in to the produc
tion, and hope people will come 
and suppo1t the play and The 
Empty Space itself by continu
ing to donate. 

"It's really amazing," said 
zombie actress Janice Bondu
rant, who is currently studying 
Criminal Justice at Bakersfield 

College. 'Tm super, super 
proud. These guys are brilliant 
and this is one of the best [pro
ductions] I've ever been in." 

"I love the theme of friend
ship, of where your priorities 
lie," she says. "But I also love 
the trashcan fight scene. All of 
the fight scenes arc awesome." 

Though the zombies are the 
main threat, the real villain 
of the production seems to be 
the fake blood and sugar glass 

used. 
"I just go to work like this," 

said Rock as he looked down at 
his shiny red stained hands. 

"We use a lot of Dawn soap," 
said Bondurant. "It'll stay for a 
day to two days." 

The play and gallery are open 
every Ftiday, Saturday and Sun
day this October starling at 7:30 
p.m. at The Empty Space, 706 
Oak Street, with admission be
ing a suggested $10 donation. 

A startling depiction of teen deaths 
By Patricia Rocha 

Reporter 

Based on statistics that show 
99 people between the ages of 
10 and 25, die eve1y day in the 
United States, "The 99" is a 
walk-through theater that graphi
cally reenacts the causes of these 
deaths and the choices that lead 
up to them that can usually be 
avoided. 

The extremely graphic walk 
through, which is not suggested 
for those under the age of 11, 
simulates car crash scenes, gang 
violence, teen suicide, domestic 
violence and drug abuse. 

"Usually the people who 
come through are with someone 
who has been through before, 
but most people have no idea," 
said Addison Soebbing, 25, who 
works for security watching over 
the hundreds of people who wait 
in line for hours for the 45-min
ute theater walk through. 

The production is popular 
among those grounded in the 
Christian faith as it docs have a 
strong Christian message. 

"I would say there is a message 

in this event, I don't believe in 
tricking people or hiding it," said 
Braden Unrnh, 17. "I think it's a 
cool event even if you aren't reli
gious or saved or whatever." 

Unmh said the most memora
ble part for him was the car crash 
scene, having just recently been 
involved in a car crash. 

"People can understand what 
happens after they do what they 
do, they don't always realize it 
during," he said. 

Dana Canillo, 14, has worked 
for the production since it 
opened, as an actress, nmner, and 
now counselor for those seeking 
more information on the cause. 

"They're awestmck," she said, 
describing the overall audience 
reaction. 

"Some are bawling because 
it's their first time." 

The entire walk through is 
extremely memorable, but most 
find the last few sets to be shock
ing, as they graphically depict 
hell and the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. 

"I think the most memorable 
part is Hell," says Carrillo. "It re
ally shows you what all your bad 
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A slideshow of the Oct. 15 football game 
between Allan Hancock and BC. 

The fourth installment of the Renegade Rip 
podcast that covers various topics regard
ing Bakersfield College. 
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A display of a car wreck from "The 99" shows the dangers of careless driving. 

choices eventually lead up to." 
'Tm definitely going to tell 

people about it," said Sammy 
Donohue, 17, who said he's go
ing to bring friends next week
end. 

"Trust me, it's going to change 
your life for eternity. Literally, 
eternity is at stake," he said. 

The 99 event is located at 
Canyon Hills Church on 7001 
Auburn Street, and will be open 
to audiences on Oct. 21-23, and 
27-31 from 7-11 p.m. Admis
sion is $10, $3 with a coupon. 
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People wait to enter "The 99" Canyon Hills Assembly of 
God on Oct. 12. 

TARA: Student stands up for rights 
Continued from Page 1 
Mitchell said. 

AttheendoftheserviceMitch
ell's group exited the church, ex
changed a few words with the 
preacher, and went home. 

It wasn't until a week later 
when Mitchell found herself be
ing interviewed about the protest 
for national news outlets, like 
The Chronicle of Higher Edu
cation and the I luffington Post, 
that she realized the significance 
of her actions. 

"In tl1at moment, I realized 
this is for me," she said. "This is 
what I want to do with my life. 
Not only did we change the per
spectives of people in that con
gregation, but people who were 
in that protest group, too. Sud
denly, we all wanted to fight for 
what we believed in." 

The incident would eventu
ally lead to Mitchell being asked 
to leave MSU Mankato, but it 

was the learning experience 
of a lifetime, and she has few 
regrets. 

In the two years since then, 
Mitchell relocated back to Ba
kersfield and enrolled in the 
communication program at BC. 
She is continuing her efforts to 
support the gay community, 
most recently by holding a one
woman demonstration on cam
pus celebrating the repeal of 
the military's Don't Ask Don't 
Tell policy. 

"Thank God for gay sol
diers" is what her bright orange 
sign read that day. 

Mitchell has no plans to 
change her direct, unapo logetic 
style of protesting. While often 
controversial, she says her true 
intention is to provoke thought 
and change minds, not offend 
people. 

Mitchell, who was born and 
raised in Bakersfield, believes 
the atmosphere at BC is not as 
progressive as in other schools. 
She is calling on students to 
make an effort to expand their 
world-view and become more 
educated about minority is
sues. 

"I think that once we become 
more educated about people 
who are different than us, and 
we stop being so xenophobic 
about things, we will get peo
ple to open up and realize we 're 
all people living in the same 
place," Mitchell said. 

"We all want the same 
thing." 
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The Style 
channel is 
really not 
too stylish 
What are you wearing? I Tue 
Rip's Features Editor talks about 
what's hot and what's not. 

The Style channel is my fa
vorite channel, but I have many 
complaints about it, especially 
because it's called the Style 
channel. 

When I hear Style channel, I 
automatically 
think that all 
the shows on 
the channel are 
about fashion. 

That's my 
biggest problem 
with the ehan- c ryst 
nel; most of the 
shows aren 't about fashion. 

Some shows kind of fit the de
scription of the Style channel. 

They have a featured reality 
se1ies called "Jerseylicious", a 
show based on all the drama that 
goes on in a hair salon ca lled the 
Gatsby in New Jersey. 

"Jerseylicious" is fascinating 
with all the makeup, hairstyles, 
and events they do, but their style 
is hideous. 

Olivia and Tracy are the focus 
cast of the show. 

They're both hair and makeup 
artists that hate each other and 
fight with each other during and 
after work. 

I think they should just get 
over their differences and be
come fiiends. 

They would probably be fan
tastic friends if they could share 
their terrible fashion together. 

Olivia and Tracy's fashion are 
all about zebra p1ints , sparkle, 
chunky plastic jewelry, and over
sized nails, as if they don't look 
fake enough with the big hair 
and over done makeup. 

They look as if a 13-year-old 
went on a shopping spree and 
handed over their wardrobe. 

One show that has a really 
good style of fashion is "How 
Do I Look." 

The host of "How Do I Look" 
always looks great and has the 
trendiest outfits on as she tells 
people how bad their style is and 
that it needs to change. 

The women who go on the 
show are always women who 
dress horribly. 

These are 30-year-old women 
who don't wear bras, they don't 
comb their hair, they wear paja
mas every day in public, or they 
dress like hookers. 

Along with their awful taste 
in style, they always have some 
kind of characteristic problem, 
like they're depressed, they don't 
want to have friends, they think 
they're defying society, or they 
have low self-esteem. 

At the end of the show, the 
women always seem glad that 
their friends or family put them 
on the show to give them a new 
makeover. 

My only problem with the 
show (beside it being incredibly 
cheesy) is that the show is mak
ing weird people look normal 
and throwing them into society 
so us normal people have to deal 
with them. 

When people are dressed 
weird, it's probably because they 
are weird and normal people 
know to stay away from those 
people. 

There are a few other shows 
that have a fashionable focused 
cast like "Sex and the City" and 
"Big Rich Texas" which is basi
cally about rich women that have 
some kind of drama between 
themselves and men. 

I can sec the connection to 
the Style channel with these two 
shows, but what the heck does 
"Supernanny" have to do with 
the Style channel? 

"Tia & Tamera", "Giuliana & 
Bill" and "Clean House" have 
nothing to do with style. 

I say leave all of these other 
shows lo the Bravo channel and 
keep the Style channel about 
style. 

Once they do, we will all have 
a channel dedicated to the one 
thing we love instead of watch
ing poorly-raised children. 
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VIA ARTE: Art is not 
always permanent 
Continued from Page 1 
-ers like Kevin McCarthy oc
cupied different sponsorship 
squares with their names along
side their signature artwork. 

"My favorite image, I'd have 
to say wac.; the black Jesus and 
the portrait of Steve Jobs," said 
Calderon. "Pretty sad actually." 

The hands that created the 
commemorating profile of the 
Steve Jobs portrait were those of 
second place winner, Beth Anso
labehere. 

"I found the picture on the 
cover of TIME Magazine from 
April of lac.;t year and I loved it," 
said A..nsolabehere. "l decided to 
go ahead and use it for my piece 
this year." 

Ansolabehere has been com
peting in Via Arte for 10 years 
and started when she was a ju
nior in high school. 

She used specific matelials 
for her presentation in this year's 
event. 
"l used chalk-pastels in black 

and white and made a very 
photo-realistic portrait of Steve 
Jobs," said Ansolabehere. "Al
though it was a drawing and not 
a photo, it was drawn :in a way 
that is detail-01iented in order to 
look like a photograph. It was a 
tribute to a great man that had 
recently passed away, way too 
young." said Ansolabehere. "He 
was a b1illiant man that changed 
the world of technology." 

Ansolabehere's efforts were 
successful :in sponsoring the 
Bakersfield Museum of Alt and 
were an appropriate attribute in 
contributing to the live entertain
ment. 

"I am sponsored every year 
by Peggy Darling, under the 
sponsorship title 'The Hayden 
Building,"' she said. "She has 
sponsored me every year and l 
can't thank her enough for her 
generosity and consistent supp01t 
of the arts here in Bakersfield," 
said Ansolabehere. "The square 
l did this year was an 8-by-8 foot 

NEWS 
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Above: The 13th annual Via Arte is an art festival that 
showcases the art of various artists at the Marketplace. 

Right: Clifford Picar works on his piece, a sillouette of 
Mickey Mouse filled with Disney characters Oct. 12. 

square and I believe it was 400 
dollars." 

Ansolabehere earned second 
place in the "Reproduction" cat
egory and is enthusiastic about 
competing again next year in Via 
Arte. 

"It's such an amazing event 
and brings great awareness to the 
arts and all the talent that lives 
here in Bakersfield," said Anso
labehere. 

A live jazz band decorated 
the opening as visitors traveled 
around the vicinity to visualize 
illustrations and representational 
images of iconic figures , cartoon 
characters, influential leaders, 
and even anti-government and 
pro-civil rights pieces of work. 
This year's Italian Art Festival 
featured not only talented artists, 
but also live jazz music and ex
otic belly dancing. 
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SALZMAN: He was kung-fu writing Hot rod enthusiasts from around 
Continued from Page 1 

Salzman gave three presentations on Oct. 11 at 
the Fireside Room. His presentation titled "Fall 
Down Seven Times, Get up Eight: Chapters from 
the Writing Life" discm;sed the challenges of writ
ing and focused on three books: "lron and Silk" de
scribed his time spent in China, "True Notebooks: 
A Writer's Year at Juvenile Hall" described his ex
pe1iences on teaching young inmates \'.oTiting skills 
and "Lying Awake," his novel about a nun experi
encing spiritual visions due to a health issue where 
the nun must make a decision between a life-saving 
operation or her spiritual quest. 

Salzman seemed paiticularly fond of his time 
spent at the juvenile detention center. Salzman said, 
"the grammar wasn't great, but the stories and the 
potential were phenomenal. That's what writing is 
to me." To this day, Salzman still keeps in contact 
with some of the boys that he encountered in the 
juvenile system. 

Despite Salzman being an accomplished author, 

News Briefs 
Halloween donations 
The Bakersfield College Theater Club is request
ing candy donations for their Safe Halloween 
event at the Kem County Museum on Oct. 30-
31, an event for kids to celebrate Halloween in a 
safe environment. All donations can be dropped 
off at Fine Arts 69 during office hours. 

Representatives on campus 
Feel free to take an opportunity to connect with 
your legislators on Oct. 20 by meeting with a 
representative from Assemblywoman Shannon 
Grove and Assemblyman David Valadao from 11 
a.m. to noon in Levinson Hall, room 5. 

Skills workshops 
Critical Academic Skills Workshops are avail
able for free on campus and focus on a variety 
of topics useful to students. All workshops are in 
SS151. On Oct. 19, there will be an Effective Es
says workshop from l p.m.-2 p.m. From 2 p.m.-
3 p.m., there is the Getting Organized workshop. 
From 3 p.m.-4 p.m., there is the Appalling Apos
trophes workshop. From 4 p.m.- 5 p.m., there is 
the Rescuing Research workshop. Other work
shops are available most days, and a schedule can 
be found on the BC website on the Student Suc
cess page. 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
The Fox Theater will be holding a full production 
and screening of Rocky Horror Picture Show on 
Oct 29. Costumes are encouraged and attendees 
must be 17+. Tickets are $10 and prop bags are 
$4. Check the Fox Theater website for further 
details. 

Zombie Apocalypse 
ZombieApocalypse2011 will be at the Valley Pla
za Mall Oct. 29-31 at 2 p.m. Try to survive three 
days ofzombie attacks! Read rules and regulations 
at the Web site www.201 lhalloweenzombieevent. 
com. 

Safe Halloween 
Safe Halloween 2011 is going to be held on Oc
tober 30-31 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Kern 
County Museum. Children between the ages 
of three to twelve will Trick-or-Treat at over 35 
stations, and there will be a costume contest, a 
carnival and a calcewalk. For more information 
please phone 868-8414. 

Lethal Beauty 
Bakersfield Museum of Art will be presenting 
their exhibit "Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons 
and Armor" until Nov. 20. Check www.bmoa.org 
for schedules of open days and times, admission 
prices, and free admission days. 

he still faced many challenges writing his books. 
He resorted to unusual methods such as wearing 
foil while writing and going to an authors resort in 
order to finish his work. 

All the seats in the Fireside room seemed taken 
and there were even people sitting on the floor in 
order to catch the event. 

David Guerrero, 19, said, "I didn't know who he 
was. I saw the poster in the library and the descrip
tion sounded interesting, so T decided to go." 

Salzman was the Cerro Author chosen for 2011. 
Reference Librarian Mru'Ci Lingo organized the 
event. Each year, Bakersfield College receives 
spending money for events like these where speak
ers well suited for BC students give presentations. 

The librru-y purchased copies ofSalzman's books 
to specifically be distributed to students for free on 
Sept. 14. 

Salzman currently lives in Los Angeles with his 
wife and their two children. For now. Salzman has 
no plans to write another book. 

The Rip takes 
awards at JACC 

Bakersfield College's student newspaper 
and online production - the Renegade Rip and 
TheRip.com - earned general excellence for 
work published in fall 20 IO and spring 2011 
at the Joumali<;m Association of Community 
Colleges annual Southern Regional Confer
ence at Cal State-Fullerton on Oct. 14-15. 
To achieve general excellence, publications must 
earn a ce1tain points value judged by profes
sional journalists. For print publication, the Rip 
received the highest score - 111 points - among 
the 25 other newspaper entlies. Southwestern 
College near San Diego was second with I 08. 
The Rip entered three consecutive issues from 
the spring 2011 semester. 

Rip students attending the conference partici
pated in workshops, contests, tours of the Mass 
Communications program at Fullerton, and other 
journalism-related events. Approximately 30 
conunw1ity colleges and 300 students participated. 
Several Rip students earned mail-in contest and 
on-the-spot awards at a ceremony in the CSUF 
student union Oct. 15. During the conference, 
students participated in on-the-spot contests that 
included coverage of live events and completing 
assignments within a one-hour period after the 
event. 

Renegade Rip award winners 

GENERAL EXCELLENCE 
** The Renegade Rip student newspaper 
** TheRip.com online publication 

MAIL-IN AWARDS 
First place 
** Annie Stockman, magazine photo 
Second place 
** James Licea, critical review 
Fourth place 
** Annie Stockman and Mateo Melero, 
magazine cover 
Honorable mention 
** Gregory D. Cook, feature photo 
** Zak Cowan, magazine opinion 
** Chrystal Fortt, line illustration 
** Megan Luecke, sports action photo 
** Michael Morrow, profile feature story 
** Michael Wafford, editorial 

ON-THE-SPOT AWARDS 
Second place 
** Gregory D. Cook, spo1ts action photo 
Third place 
** Zak Cowan, copy editing 
Honorable mention 
** Zak Cowan, spo1ts story 
** Chrystal Fortt, broadcast newswriting 

the state will gather in Bakersfield 
By Jon Nelson 

Reporler 

The lanes of the Auto Club 
Famoso Raceway will be filled 
with hundreds of hot rods as the 
National Hot Rod Association 
celebrates the 20th anniversary 
of the California Hot Rod Re
un10n. 

TI1e weekend of Oct. 21-23 
is attracting not only local resi
dents , but people from around 
the world. 

"Ticket sales have been high. 
We're seeing record numbers," 

said Monique Valadez. 
Valadez is the education and 

public relations manager for 
the Wally Parks NHRA Motor
spo1ts Museum. The reunion 
will feature car shows, event~ 
and competitions all designed 
to celebrate past and present su
perstars of drag racing. 

"We have a lot of history on 
display here," said Valadez. 

One featured event is some
thing organizers call a "cackle 
fest." 

A cackle fest is when a group 
of drng racers get together to 

rev their engines for the enjoy
ment of the crowd. The noise 
produced is a cackling sound. 

For the 20th atmiversary the 
NHRA has put together a 100-
car cackle fest. 

A giant swap meet and nos
talgia drag racing are also part 
of the festivities. Yet the Cali
fornia Hot Rod Reunion is not 
just for hot rod fans. 

"Overall, it's a fun event for 
families ," said Valdez. "It show
cases what California is all 
about, the excitement of racing 
and family." 


