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Online journal launches with readings by students 
By Breanna Fields 

Reporter 

Bakersfield College professor 
Brad Stiles launched the Rough
neck Review on April 24 at the 
Norman Levan Cent.er. 

Students and staff gathered to 
hear an introduction by Stiles, 
as he discussed his present and 
future goals for the new Online 
journal. 

It was agreed that Roughneck 
Review would be the name of 

the website by a student's sug
gestion. 

'The roughnecks are that class 
of worker that does the actual 
work," said Stiles. "The reason I 
wanted 'Roughneck' in the title 
was because BC is really Bakers
field's school." 

In its c1ment fonn , the website 
features work solely created by 
BC students and range from cre
ative works (poems, plays, sto-
1ies and photos) to essay w1iting. 
Al1.work, music pieces and other 

fo1ms of media may also be eli
gible for online publication. 

"We've gou.en a lot. of re
sponses when I approached them 
about. submit.ting work," said 
Keri Wolf, BC English profes
sor and editor of the Roughneck 
Review. 

"Three of my students are cur
rently in the issue." 

There have been 22 contlib
uting wiiters and 23 projects 
submitted, including a partner 
assignment. 

T-shirt company explains business 
By Keith Kaczmarek 

Reporter 

If you see someone wearing a 
cool T-shitt on campus, there is 
a good chance it was made and 
designed by Threadless Tees. A 
community-based T-shitt de
sign company stai·ted by Jake 
Nickell, it sells thousai1ds of T
shirts to customers all over the 
world. 

As a successful young entre
preneur under 30, Nickell gave 
a video conference on April 18 
to students across the nation as 
pait of the Extt·eme Entt·epre
neurship 'four, an organization 
that b1ings ent1·epreneurs to col
lege catnpuses m an effort to 
inspit·e the next generation of 
busmess leaders. 

Brought t.o Bakersfield Col
lege by professor Gayle Rich
ardson, in cooperation with 
Students in Free Enterprise, the 
Business Innovation League, 
the Business and Entrepreneur
ship Center and BC, the event 
let students send in texts with 
questions for Nickell about his 
thoughts on Slatting a business, 
building a community around 
your business and using word
of-mouth marketing. 

The busmess model for 
ThreadJess is simple: artists 
present. their designs online and 
vote on other people's designs. 
Popular designs are bought by 

Threadless for $2,000 and a 
$500 gift certificate. 

Nickell pomts to the Internet 
as the reason for his company's 
success. 

"The Internet is really great 
for connecting to people," he 
said. "You ai·e building custom
er retention by building a com
munity." 

Since all of his T-shirt de
signs come from t.he communi
ty, Nickell has taken great care 
to make sure that. the ThreadJess 
online community is a place 
that artists want t.o partkipate 
m. "I think you need a legiti
mate reason for people to be a 
pait of your community." 

For young busmess leaders 
looking to build theit· own On
line communities, Nickell sug
gests that. they build some place 
that they'd like to pa11icipate in. 

"Rather than what value a 
community can bring t.o you, 
think about. what you can bring 
to a community," Nickell said. 
"A community doesn't like feel
ing that you are taking advan
tage of them." 

Nickell thinks that a healthy 
community is important be
cause it sells the brand of your 
business as well. 

"People may be attracted t.o 
your brand because of that com
munity." 

He points to Patagonia, the 
maker of clothing and gear for 

I started smoking to fit in, 

outdoors activities like hiking 
and camping, as a good exam
ple of a healthy community of 
fellow enthusiasts. 

''The thing they ai·e offe1ing 
is a great product for mountain 
climbing. It's not like these peo
ple ai·e climbing for Patagonia." 

Brand identity and reward
mg aitists is so impo1tant that 
Threadless puts the name of ev
ery community designer on the 
tags for the shirt and then tells 
the story of how the design was 
created online. 

"It humanizes the brand," he 
said. 

Nickell suggests that students 
looking to build at1 online com
munity look at sites like Etsy, 
Pinterest, and Kickstaiter. 

"Look at these things that 
people are already doing in their 
personal time," he said. ' 'There 
are several communities built. 
around [these] hobbies." 

For other young entrepre
neurs looking to make the next 
Threadless, Nickel suggests that 
people look at what's happen
mg m theit· own commw1ities 
and tty to make it a little more 
meaningful. 

For example, his own inspit-a
tion for ThreadJess came from 
his own dismay at seeing peo
ple wearing corporate logos on 
their shirts as their only option 
and his desire to do something 
more artistic. 

now I just stick out. 

One in eight Californians smoke, that1s 
only 14%. Yolll don't have to be a social 
outcast. No matter why you started 
smoking, it's not too late to quit 

For help quitting smoking call the 
California Smoker's Helpline 

1-800-NO-BUTTS 

©2012, Department of Public Health. This material may not be reproduced or disseminated without prior 
written permission from the Department of Public Health. 

"So far we have essays," said 
Wolf. "Some are personal narra
tives, there's argumentative, and 
informational as well ." 

Stiles said that. t.he Roughneck 
Review would be released twice 
a year in April and October. 

"We're going to tty to get the 
word out to the community and 
to the world that [BC] has very 
talented students," said Stiles. 

A few students with published 
work attended the launch at the 
Norman Levan Cent.er and were 

given a formal intt·oduction by 
their professor and went. on to 
read their essays. 

BC student Amy Daley pre
sented her essay on the history of 
wine after an introduction by his
tory professor Paul Beckwith. 

Students Mary Sickler, Daniel 
Adtiano and Lakeisha Nellums 
followed in suit by reading their 
essays dealing with image, rac
ism and related subjects. 

Students can submit work for 
the next. issue through their pro-

fessor or on their own directly to 
Stiles. 

If that. is the case, student's 
work will be reviewed by a group 
of edit.or's who will then decide 
if it will go to post 

As for the future, students can 
expect to see a wider vati ety of 
media available on the website 
for viewing. 

"I wanted to make this a gift 
not only to the students, but also 
to the community," said Stiles. 

New statistics show dip in success 
By Keith Kaczmarek 

Reporter 

According to the 2012 Ac
countability Reporting for Com
munity Colleges repo1t (AARC 
Report), Bakersfield College is 
producmg slightly less success
ful students than it was produc
mg from 2005 to 2010. 

The AARC Report tracks 
KCCD students and measures 
their success according to bench
marks like how many students 
are graduating or transfeITing to 
a four-year school. 

At the highest pomt, BC's Stu
dent Progress and Achievement 
Rate (SPAR) peaked at49.7 per
cent, but m the 2010-2011 yeai· 
it fell to 46.1 percent. This dt-op 
has KCCD officials concerned 
because it is lower than other 
schools in BC's peer group. 

AMGEN: Event 
to showoff 
Bakersfield 
community 
Continued from Page 1 
So BC provided a great venue 
for us to host the race." 

Ryan is most looking forwai·d 
to showing off Bakersfield in a 
new light. 

"Bakersfield always has this 
mixed reputation;' he said. 
'This really puts Bakersfield in 
the most favorable light when it 
comes to people that are athlet.ic 
and their perspective of what. 
Bakersfield is. I got calls from 
ftiends m 2010 (when BC held 
a previous 'low· of California 
event) they said, 'Oh my god it 
looked mcredible, it was green, it 
was hilly, mountainous, the rivers 
were flowing.' What I'm t.1ying 
t.o do is change the perspective 
of people about Bakersfield , and 
hosting a premiere event like this 
does that." 

Ryan was particularly proud 
of the roadwork done here. 

"The city and county roads 
depaitments have really fixed up 
the roads like you can't believe," 
he said. ''The other tour stops 
have never done this much road
work. I will tell you, it will make 
Bakersfield look great." 

On April 29, non-pros were 
able to ride the same course that. 
the pros will May 17. When Da
vid Rous raced the time t.1fal he 
described the roads as "nice" and 
"smooth." 

He said, ''The roads have 
never been in better shape m the 
30 years I've been tiding, and so 
we're really happy [with the new 
roads]." 

Rous said this about. racing the 
same course as the pros. 

"It's fun knowing that this is 
going to be what the pros are go
ing to ride, and it's always nice 
to be able to do a full effo1t and 
kind of judge yourself and mea
sure yourself against the pros. 
That was the most fun," he said. 

Rous is going to the event May 
17 ai1d is looking forward to it. 

"[I'm looking forward to] see
ing the 1-acers, the atmosphere of 
it, the anticipation of the best rac
ers coming here, the comradery, 
hanging out. with friends, I've got. 
J...ids, watching them get excited 
for an event that is big to come to 
Bakersfield. For those of us who 
have been here for yeat-s, it's a 
big deal. I love seeing something 
that gets some nationwide expo
sure," he said. 

The fastest rider completed the 
non-pro time trial in 41 minutes, 
and many of the approximately 
40 riders who participated broke 
an hour. 

That. being said, not. everyone 
agrees that these numbers reflect 
BC accurately. "People disagree 
if the peer group was chosen cor
rectly," said Ann Morgan, direc
tor of Institutional Reseai·ch and 
Planning. She noted that several 
BC officials think that the repo1t 
should reflect that BC has a lai·ge 
Hispanic population. "The His
panic-serving colleges would be 
more comparable." 

The report not.es that the most 
accurate predictor of success at 
college is the level of pai·ents' 
education, as well as student's 
socioeconomic background, 
known as "the neighborhood ef
fect," and other community vai·i
ables like poverty, mcome, and 
employment. 

This meai1s that BC should 
be more compared to colleges 
like CeITitos, San Joaquin Delta, 

Contra Costa, San Jose College, 
and less like Shasta, Long Beach 
City and Sequoias. 

The indicato1-s have adminis
trators pushit1g for more stlingent 
placement testing for classes in 
order to improve BC's stats. " If 
students get assessed by instt·u
ments that place them appro
priately, then they are probably 
going to be more successful," 
said Morgan. 

According to BC 's response 
to the ARRC report, the drop m 
the SPAR statistfo "may reflect a 
slight. age shift toward younger 
students, and mcrease in students 
taking basic skills classes smce 
placement of incoming high 
school graduates mto pre-colle
giate mathematics ai1d English 
courses increased for the most 
recent five years through 2010-
2011." 

News Briefs 
Chicano/Latin Celebration 
The 17th annual Chicano/Latin Commencement Celebration 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. May 3 in the Gil Bishop Sports Cen
ter gymnasium. The celebration recognizes Bakersfield College's 
largest demographic of students. Refreshments will be served in 
the Huddle, and the commencement will be conducted in Eng
lish and Spanish. For details, call Jo Ann Acosta at 395-4336. 

'Dead Man Walking' 
Sister Helen Prejean, author of "Dead Man Walking;' will be 
speaking in Bakersfield this weekend. She will be at St. Philip the 
Apostle Church at 7100 Stockdale Highway on May4 and at First 
Congregational Church at 5 Real Road on May 5. Doors open at 
6 p.m., and presentations begin at 7 p.m. both days. Tickets are 
$5 and can be purchased at the Bakersfield College ticket office, 
both churches and Russo's Books. 

Outdoor concert 
Bakersfield College's band, drum line and jazz ensemble will per
form an outdoor concert at 7 p.m. May 3 on the Outdoor Stage of 
the Campus Center. Tickets are $8 for general admission and $5 
for students, staff and seniors. For details, call 395-4404. 

Bach and Schubert 
Bakersfield College's choir and chamber singers will present "The 
Music of Two Young Geniuses: Bach and Schubert" at 7:30 p.m. 
May 2 at St. John's Lutheran Church, 4200 Buena Vista Road. 
Tickets are $8 for general admission and $5 for students, staff 
and seniors. 

Swimming lesseons 
Bakersfield College's pool is taking signups for a variety of pro
grams offered this summer. There are swimming lessons for kids, 
a swim and sports camp, a summer recreational swim team, 
adult swim lessons, adult lap swimming, youth water polo and 
master's swimming. For times, costs and other details, call 395-
4663. Information can also be found at www.bakersfieldcollege. 
edu/community/pool/ 

Police training 
The Bakersfield Police Department will be conducting exercises 
at Bakersfield College on May 6 to train for responding to emer
gencies on school campuses and other large public areas. Signs 
indicating where the training is taking place will be posted, and 
anyone visiting the campus that day is asked to stay clear. 

Campus forecast 

Ji'1ie d 
Wed.May2 Thurs. May3 fri.May4 

enega e 

Rip Hi80f Hi82F Hi 79F 
Lo59 F Lo58F Lo56 F 

------------------------- ------------- ------------------------
Mon.May7 Tues. May8 Wed.May9 Thurs. May 10 ; Fri. May 11 . AVERAGES 

Hi82F 
Lo57 F 

RECORDS 
Ui83F Hi86F Ili90 F Hi91 F Hi 103 F 

Lo60F Lo65F Lo65 F Lo60F Lo38F 

------------ ------------ ------------- ------------------------
Mon.May 14 Tues. May 15 Wed.May 16 

AVERAGES AVERAGES AVERAGES 
Hi83F Hi83F Hi84 F SOURCE: weather.com 
Lo57F Lo57F Lo58F Gathered by: Rip Staff 

RECOIWS RECORDS RECORDS 
Hi 102F Hi 103F Hi IOSF 
Lo40F Lo 36F Lo39 F 



COMMENTARY 
Page 6 The Renegade Rip I www.therip.com Wednesday, May 2, 2012 

Staff editorial 

Save a tradition of more than 80 years 
With talks of imminent budget 

cuts and classes that seem to till 
up faster and faster, the question 
may come up of what the jow·
nalism program and this newspa
per at Bakersfield College adds, 
and whether we should keep it 
or not. 

It would be a devastating loss 
to cancel the program or to stop 
the publication of this paper. 

This paper has a long-stand
ing tradition of being published 
since 1929. 1t has served the BC 
community for a long time, and 

the community would be losing 
something if it went away. 

Our thousands of readers 
would have one less place to get 
their news. They would be losing 
a publication that speaks for and 
covers the stories that concern 
the people on this campus. 

Yet. even if you ignore what 
we do for the community and 
our almost century-long tradition 
at this school, the loss of learn
ing, a kind of learning that only 
the program can provide, would 
leave a hole in the education at 

BC. 
By publishing this paper, 

students team things like team
work, communication and work 
ethic at a different level. At this 
paper, students learn the actual 
steps it takes to get something 
published. From interviewing, 
writing and editing, to actually 
putting together the pages of the 
newspaper one by one, we team 
the entire process here. It is the 
same process that any newspaper 
in America goes through. 

A class that offers this sort of 

real-world experience needs to 
be kept. So often the college ex
perience can seem cut off from 
tl1e real world. Here we learn 
what it's really like to make it as 
a journalist. We learn what it ac
tually takes and showing students 
what it really takes to make it in 
their career goals is invaluable. 

But the most valuable thing 
that we would lose is the most 
impo1tant part of not only educa
tion, but of life, the human path 
of self-discovery. 

Many, many students have 

found their passions in life here 
at The Renegade Rip. Whether 
it is a passion for 1J1e beauty of 
photography or a passion for the 
ability for words to capture mo
ments in time, everyone needs to 
find what propels them through 
life. 

The value of offe1ing that op
po11tmity to find what it is you 
are mean! to do is something 
tha1 adds to the world. So many 
stories of human growth and dis
covery would be extinguished if 
this paper were to disappear.11 is 

those stories that add ro people's 
lives and will continue to add to 
people's lives as long as this pa
per survives. 

The Renegade Rip is more 
than just 12 pages of paper; it is 
a place where people can learn 
like no other place and add to 
their lives like no other place. It 
has been serving this campus and 
community for almost a centmy. 

Let's not let something as tem
porary as the economy and bud
ge! problems erase something so 
beneficial to all of us. 

Tri-tip or Tofu? Two cultures clash over two main courses 
By Breanna Fields 

Reporter 

The mouthwatering taste of sauteed tofu with a 
blend of seasonings is something that can be en
joyed by veggie folk and meat eaters alike. For all 
of those who oppose and would much rather be eat-

ing a thick piece of steak 

I
-_T_O_F_U--1 (cow morsels, to be accu

rate) right now, I urge you 
to continue reading. There 

-------- won't be any propaganda 
in the words that follow, 

just the truth. 

or any other meat for that matter (note: starving 
college students should consider this option as a 
wallet-friendly approach). It costs about $3 for a 
package that can make at least two meals. Mori
Nu is a popular organic brand of tofu that can be 
combined with a number of sauces and vegetables 
ro make an exquisite stir-fry. 

On the nu
trition side of ....------------..,,. 
things, tofu 
contains low 
calories and 
fat. It 's an ex
cellent food 
source for 
protein and 
iron. 

Now for 

By Gregory D. Cook 
Photographer 

Whenever someone begins to get preachy wirh 
me about how hoJTible it is to eat meat and suggests 
that a nice piece of tofu would be just as good, I just 
smile and show them those nice pointy teeth we all 

have in the 
comers of 
our mouths. 

They are 
called ca-
nines, and 
tJ1ey are there 
for the sole 
purpose of 
eating meat; 
tender, suc
culent meat. 

When it 

steak. 
Massage it with rubs, bathe it in marinades, 

slather it in sauces. or just enjoy its rich natural fla 
vor, it's hard to go wrong with the versatile tri-tip. 

If I could make a recommendation, the tri-tip 
sandwiches that Bakersfield College cooks up at 
many of its sporting events are just little chunks of 
heaven on a roll. Sony, 
I don't remember seeing --------

any tofu sandwiches on TR 1-T I p 
the menu. 

Nutritionally speaking. -------
the tri-tip is one of tl1e 
better cuts of beef as well. It is lower in fat 1l1an 
many other cuts, and the proteins you get from eat
ing meat are more complete than those that come 
from vegetables, making meat a better choice for 
building and maintaining healthy muscle tissue. 

In the society thar we live in, our lifestyles can ei
ther make or break our financial state. There's this 
in1mediate response from those who consume meat 
in two areas: cost and nutrition a.k.a. the over-used 
"how do you get protein?" It's as if this thing called 
protein exists only in the corpse of an animal. This 
is certainly not the case, as nutritionists would be 
quick to confLrm. 

those of you 
out there who 
care about in
nocent beings 
(don't tune 

HJ\rl'I.E m: TJ\STl:HIJl)S'I comes to sa1-
MEGAN LUECKE/THE RIP isfying that 

Now rm not going to lie, eating 10 pounds of 
tri-tip every day is probably not the healthiest of 
diets, no matter how good it tastes, but that can be 
said for just about any food. 

inner car-
out just yet), nivore. co-

The key is to eat a well-balanced diet that is rich 
and diverse. 

People consume a substance like steak for three 
reasons: habit, taste and tradition. Jn this genera
tion, should we not be the ones to break free from 
this standard way of thinking? After all, breaking 
boundaries often does involve setllng aside (if not 
completely disregarding) u·adition. My friends, the 
answer is right in front of us in the form of tofu. It 
can go with just about any dish you wish to use it 
in and the options are limilless. 

we all know that steak is derived from an animal. 
People typically like to think they know it already, 
the whole animal 1ights side of the story, but if tJ1at 
were the case, why aren't more people listening? 

agulated. soy milk can't hold a basting brush to a 
well-prepared tri-tip. 

Just the thought of that hunk of beef, sizzling on 
the grill, witl1 the smell of hickory smoke mixing 
with charred drippings gets the mouth wate1ing and 
stirs memories of summer barbecues and tailgating 
parties. 

According to the National Center for Biotech
nology Info1mation, one thing to be aware of with 
tofu and soy products in general is that while tl1ey 
are high .in iron, a necessary mineral for the body, 
they also contain substances that block the body's 
absorption of iron, that can result in anemia if too 
much is consumed. 

There's fried tofu, tofu patties, tofu ravioli. tofu 
salad. tofu quiche, tofu sloppy Joes, vegan pump
kin pie (with tofu). tofu pizza, and the list goes on. 
It can be made as a dish for breakfast. lunch, dinner 
or eaten as a healthy snack item. 

Let me take you back to the beginning: habit, 
taste and tradition. According to the Ame1ican 
Heart Association, one of the leading causes of 
death is ... well. heart disease. Consuming meat can 
lead to increased cholesterol because of its high fat 
content. This can lead to a heart attack or sa·oke. 
The consumption of aninlal products can also lead 
to heart problems due to the fact that they contain 
drugs, hormones and pesticides. 

When the knife cuts through that seared crust, 
exposing the tender red meat bursting witl1 juices, 
it's more than just cooking. 

So roast it, barbeque it grill it cook it on the 
rotisserie, or chop it up into steaks and braise it. but 
most of all, celebrate it for what it n·uly is, not just a 
food, but as a pai1 of who we are as Americans. 

It 's not just available in health food stores. It can 
be found at Lassen's and Trader Joe's, but for those 
who want to stick with their usual store chains, you 
can also purchase it at Albertsons and Vons. 

The cost is noticeably less than that of steak 

The next t.ime you go to the grocery store, pick
ing up a package of tofu would be in your best 
interest for both health and taste purposes. For a)] 
those who oppose, well. you've been infonned. 

It's a cultural event that defines us at the top of 
our food chain like no other food can. I hesitate 
to 1l1ink what a steaming heap of bean curd says 
about us. 

I would imagine John Wayne was nor a big tofu 
eater. 1n fact, one of the Duke's favorite foods 
was chili, cooked up with meaty chunks of tri-tip 

Anyway, tri-tip goes a lot better with ice-cold 
beer than a chunk or bean-curd cheese would, no 
matter how you cook it. 

I guess I should say at least one good thing about 
tofu. If you spice it up just right, you can make it 
taste a little like u·i-tip. but only a little. 

White storms back with new album 
By Martin Ch ang 

Opinions Editor 

With "Blunderbuss," Jack 
White ·s first solo album. White 
has released a collection of songs 
that , not only show his skills as 
------ a musician 
ALBUM and song-

writer, but 
REVIEW also captures ***'** who he is as ______ an artist. 

But by try
ing to show every1hing he does 
well, he loses focus on what he 
does best. 

What he does best is writing 
emotionally honest songs that 
are informed by his blues, coun
try and folk influences. 

By using tl1ese traditions, 
White can wiite songs that are 
somehow both intricate and 
simple. 

He can write songs that in
telligently capture emotions 
- songs that focus on those emo
tions in a personal way. He can 
write songs that are unique to 
only hinl. 

None of the songs on ''Blun
derbuss" are bad. All of the gui
tars, vocals and pianos capture 
the feeling and swagger that is 
White's musicianship. 

It wiU be immediately famil
iar to fans of The White Snipes 
or any of the other bands White 
has been a member of. 

The hai·d rock songs on the 
album, like the lead single "Six
teen Saltines'' or "Freedom at 
21," rock with a feel l11ar. White 
is very good at capturing. 

Yet these songs don't have 
the depth of White's best work. 
He sings these songs in a weird 
high-pitched, processed voice 
that is distant. 

The high production and 
perfect mixing on these songs 
somehow take away from the 
punch his older work had. These 
songs just don't have the high 
energy of the similar songs he 
did with The White Sa·ipes. It 's 
something that's been missing 
from his songs since The White 
Stripes. 

It sounds similai· to other rock 
songs with similar .influences. 
and lacks the originality he is 
capable of. 

It is moments when White fo
cuses on his voice and the emo
rions of his songs, when he is 
being emotionally honest, that 
are the best on the album. 

On "Love Intenuption'' White 
sings with Ruby Amailfu a sim
ple song about the intensity of 

love. Gone ai·e the weird vocals, 
or ambitious song strnctw·e of 
the other songs on the album. 
It's just White and Amanfu do
ing what Jack White does at his 
best, playing his deceptively 
simple songs with a passion. 
Such moments are too rare. In 
fact the only other song that is 
similar and comes close to cap
turing something similar this is 
the title track. 

That is not to say those more 
complicated songs are bad. In 
fact, the high point of the album 
is the song "On and On and On" 
a song that has that ambition. It 
captures the emotion of songs 
like "Love lnteITuption" while 
having the ups and downs and 
inlpact that only more compli
cated songs cai1 have. 

Others that come close to the 
same quality are "Take Me With 
You When You Go" and "Weep 
Themselves to Sleep". 

These songs are similarly am
bitious and similarly impactful. 
These three songs are interest
ing to listen to and will become 
fan favorites. 

Of tl1e tl1ree though only "On 
and On and On" comes close to 
capturing the greatness of his 
best work. 

The two songs "I Guess 1 

COURTESY OF JACKWHlTEIII.COM 

"Blunderbuss" is Jack 
White's first solo album. 

Should Go to Sleep., and "Hip 
(Eponymous) Poor Boy" are 
both songs that tell stories that 
are super fun to listen to, they 
both wisely leave those silly ef
fects off of White's voice. 

"Poor Boy" in particular has a 
fun bounce that is another high
light. 

There are no real low moments 
on "Blunderbuss." 

There are a variety of songs 
that are done well. 

The album gives something 
that most rock fans will at least 
like but Jack White seems to be 
u·ading in the greatness of his 
music for that mass appeal. 

He needs to refocus on what 
makes his music great and get 
back to his beautifully simple 
music. 

Planetarium shows off 
beautiful side of universe 

By Crystal Sanchez 
Reporter 

The planetarium's showing 
of 'Two Sma11 Pieces of Glass" 
was really mind-boggling and 
wonderful to see. 

SHOW 
When 1 

fast walked 
into the plan-

R EVIE W etarium, l 

* * * * * 
couldn't h~lp 

.:........;.....;.._.;....;.......;..-',-'-~ but nonce 
the beautiful 

pw-ple-and-blue colored ceiling. 
It made me feel like I was in a 
spacecraft about to take off. The 
asn·onomy professor, Nick StTO
beL had recommended I sit from 
the third row back. and T quickly 
learned why. 

The room went pitch black as 
the giant Chronos projector be
gai1 swirling a million lights up 
onto the ceiling, and I had to tilt 
back in my chair to properly see 
the projections. 

The projector looked like 
some1J1ing out of a "Star Wars'' 
film like it could be R2-D2's 
long-lost cousin. 

Constellations like the Great 

Bear and Little Bear really didn' t 
look like bears at all. 

As tl1e professor used his laser 
pointer to outline the shapes, all 
I could think about wa5, ''how 
the heck does that look like a 
bear?" Looking at all of the stars 
brought back joyful memories of 
camping as a child and wonder
ing which star would take me to 
Neverland. Unfortunately, there 
was not sufficient pixie dust tO 
take me to the "second stai· to the 
right, and sn-aight on till morn
ing.'' 

The second half of the show 
was a movie about the history or 
the telescope. The craftiness of 
the eai·ly asu·onomers and how 
they were continually changing 
the designs of telescopes was 
impressive. 

As I was watching the movie, 
1 realized that our universe is so 
much more than Eaith alone. 
The different galaxies and its 
stars were each very unique and 
made me want to become an as
u·onaut, bur since NASA scaling 
back their space exploration. I 
need to find a different way to 
get 'il110 outer space. 
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Column 

Music 
provides 

• memories 
AS MY BRAIN EXPLODES I One 
man's take on people and culture 

What is the power of music? 
It captures moments in time. It 

gives people something tangible 
to remember when they look 
back in their lives. 

But it is so much more than a 
picture or an object you can put 
in a shoebox. 

It captures an emotional 
memory. something that cap
~----~ tures what you 

Martin Chang 

felt. what you 
believed about 
the world. It 
just stays with 
people. 

For the past 
few months 
a song by the 

band "Fun." has seemed to stay 
permanently on the radio. 

It's called "We are Young." I 
orig inally kind of liked it because 
of its catchy chorus, but now I've 
come to love the song. 

It's the type of music I'm talk
ing about. 

This is a song that's going 
to stick with people. It has that 
inspirational, highly emotive 
feeling that will mean a lot to 
people. 

For millions of people in 
America, their memories of 
the sp1ing and summer of 2012 
will be forever connected to this 
song. 

When I think of all of the 
proms, the first loves, all those 
small moments that make up 
people's lives, that will be con
nected to the song, I smile. 

I smile because I know that the 
power of music will sing through 
the song. It will make those lives 
so much better. 

It will give people a real, solid 
thing to hold in their heart, some
thing to make the colors of their 
memories that much brighter. 

Music can also do something 
for the darker side of the human 
experience. 

The power of the distorted 
sounds of alternative and punk 
rock has shocked me out of 
countless funks, taken me out of 
the darkest mental holes. 

When my world gets heavy 
and I feel that it's hard to go on, 
it's the passion of Nirvana's mu
sic that gives me the strength to 
go on to the next day. 

In Kurt Cobain's distorted gui
tar notes and everyman voice, 
I can hear and know that I'm 
not the only one that has gone 
through this pain. 

It gives me strength to fight on 
to the next day. 

What I get out of Nirvana's 
music is another thing that music 
gives people. 

When people also go through 
something in their lives, loss of 
loved ones, devastating break
ups, those feelings can really pile 
up and seem insunnountable. 

It's at these times people turn 
to music. 

Music becomes a friend, 
something to console you, some
thing that you can keep inside 
and make you feel less lonely. 

It's that much easier to get 
through those hard patches when 
you know you are not alone in 
what you are feeling. 

It's why people growing up 
seek so much solace in music. 
The pain and challenges of ado
lescence can make you feel like 
you are a freak, that you are the 
only one going through things. 

It's in the lyrics and music in 
bands like Green Day that help 
them get through those hard 
times. 

Their songs of boredom and 
lack of self-motivation tell kids 
growing up that they'll make it. 
I know it helped me. 

Green Day is not the only band 
with this power, I just point out 
Green Day because it's a band I 
know. It can be any band really. 

Music is just one of those 
things that really mean some
thing to people. It is the sounds 
and feelings that make up peo
ple's lives. 

It is the most human a11 f01m 
because it deals with the feelings 
that make up the human experi
ence. 
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Fresno 
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The Bakesfield sign is one of the many attributes that we hold over Fresno. Others include less crime and a smaller population. 

pared to Bakersfield's 34. By Nate Perez 
Reporter 

I am so sick and tired of hearing people from Fresno 
talk bad about Bakersfield, as if Fresno is any better to 
begin with. Both Bakersfield and Fresno are equally as 
bad. Which one is worse? Fresno. 

Take that Fresno. That is 930 less violent crimes, 
9,263 less property crimes and 36 less forcible rape 
crimes. That means you are more likely to get violently 
assaulted, burglarized and raped in Fresno. 

City Statistics 

I've overheard conversations between non-natives of 
the central valley compare Fresno and Bakersfield, and 
most of the time I will hear that Fresno is a better place 
to live. I want to clear the air, no pun intended. 

Last year my g irlfriend's best friend moved to Fresno 
to go to the community college there after attending BC 
for two years. Why anyone would move from Bakers
field to Fresno to attend another community college, T 
can't fathom. It stinks just as much and it has a slightly 
bigger population. If you 're going to move from Bakers
field , you should probably move to a cooler place. 

Bakersfield 
Population: 

324,463 

Crime: 

Fresno 
Population: 

479,918 

Crime: We both have bad air quality. What's probably even 
more offensive to hear is when someone from Lancaster 
talks bad about Bakersfield. Lancaster is probably worse 
than both Fresno and Bakersfield combined. They're 
just a little closer to Los Angeles. 

Bakersfield has a smaller population, less violent 
crime and prope11y theft. Despite Bakersfield being a 
cowboy town, I believe it has more to offer than Fres
no. 

I am not a blind follower though. Bakersfield is not 
a fun place to live if you're young and progressive. It's 
extremely hot and along with the rest of the central val
ley, there is not much diversity in politics. 

According to the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Bakers
field ranks eighth among 250 cities as the most con
servative cities in the U.S. To put this into perspective, 
Bakersfield ranks higher than some places in Texas, 
Flo1ida and Kansas. 

2, 104 violent crimes 
15,197 property crimes 

34 forcible rapes 

3,034 violent crimes 
24,460 property crimes 

70 forcible rapes 

Pollution rankings: Pollution rankings: 
Ozone Pollution rank 

According to a 20 IO FBI uniform crime repo1ts list, 
Fresno had a little over 150,000 more people than Ba
kersfield. 

Why do I think Bakersfield is a better place than Fres
no, despite everything that is wrong with it? 

Ozone Pollution rank 
#1 

Particle pollution rank 
#1 

#3 

Particle pollution rank 
#5 

In 2010 Fresno had 3,034 violent crimes and 24,460 
property crimes compared to Bakersfield's 2,104 vio
lent crimes and 15,197 property crimes. The same repo1t 
also stated that Fresno had 70 forcible rape crimes com-

We have an awesome record store downtown, we have 
a boxing gym as a music venue and we have multiple 
Rusty's Pizza locations throughout town. Now all we 
have to do is get rid of all the close-minded people. 

D-BOX adds nothing 
to movie experience 

By Nate Perez 
Reporter 

The D-BOX warning label 
states that hot liquids should not 
be anywhere near the motion
enabled seats. Nor should preg
nant women, the elderly, people 
with heart conditions and so 

PRODUCT 

REVIEW 

forth. I am 
here to tell 
you nobody 
should go **~ anywhere 

~~~~~~ near those 
seats. 

Prior to this review I had no 
idea what the D-BOX was. I 
was simply told it was an ex
pensive chair featured in ce1tain 
movie theaters. People who 
hadn't tried the D-BOX told me 
that it could make my movie ex
perience "more realistic." 

It was a tacky horror film and 
a motion-generated chair that 
acts with scenes and sounds 
from the movie. 

Generally, I thought I would 
be staitled because of the mo
tions and sensors of the D
BOX. 

There were about 20 D-BOX 
seats in the theater and only two 
were occupied by the time I sat 
down. That alone should have 
been the telltale sign. 

I spent $18 on a D-BOX 
ticket, so I tried really hai·d to 
like it, but as the movie went on 
I couldn't stop thinking about 
how I wasted that much money 
on a glorified vibrating chair. 

activate it to move in motion 
with the way the character 
died. For instance, if somebody 
got hacked to death, the chair 
would get pushed back with ev
ery hack. 

If someone got smashed to 
death, the chair would vibrate 
very quickly. 

This might sound cool if 
you're reading it, but it really 
isn't. The price of the D-BOX is 
the price of two standai·d movie 
tickets. 

When the movie was over, 
the two gentlemen sitting in 
front of me looked just as dis
gruntled as I did. 

I would imagine those vibrat
ing chairs you find in the mall 
for $1 are just as much as a thrill 
as the D-BOX. 

I went to Maya Cinemas to 
test it out. I bought one ticket 
for "The Cabin In The Woods" 
thinking it would be an awe-
some experience. 

The D-BOX comes with set
tings on how intense you would 
like your D-BOX experience. 
As soon as the movie staited, I 
cranked the settings to the high
est wanting the best possible 
experience. 

When somebody would get 
murdered in the movie, the 
D-BOX chair sensors would 

I highly recommend you don't 
try D-BOX. It is expensive, it is 
crappy and it doesn't make your 
movie experience any better. In 
fact, I would have enjoyed "The 
Cabin In The Woods" far more 
if I didn't try D-BOX. 

OMAR OSEGUERA /THE RIP 

The D-BOX seats are far too expensive for the lackluster 
experience that they provide. 

Freedom quickly becoming an issue in the workplace 
By Metiqua Eng 

Reporter 

Welcome to the U.S. where 
the golden image of the Ameri
can Dream is pushed on young 
adults and futuJe generations as 
the standard dream. 

This isn't just any country, 
it's America. The country that 
promises you the pursuit of hap
piness and the foundation of 
freedom. 

Freedom is the basis on which 
countless Americans have shed 
blood, sweat and tears. 

But with the proposal of a 
law that can allow a woman to 
get fired over using birth con
trol, what has happened to the 
freedom and the rights we, as 
Americans, were promised? 

The state of Arizona is try
ing to pass a law legislating an 
employer can investigate your 

medical history and know of any 
contraceptives or medications 
that you ai·e using and possibly 
fire you for it. 

The government in Arizona 
is trying to make the law so that 
employers can ration what their 
employees use as compensa
tion through their insurance in 
which there will be no coverage 
of bi1th control when used as a 
contraceptive. 

If this law is passed an em
ployer, whether it's the local 
McDonalds or a huge business 
in which only business attire and 
suits ai·e appropriate, can know 
all about your medical back
ground and fire you for the use 
of contraceptives. 

What is happening to America 
and the passage of basic human 
rights? Are we a country that 
really bases life off of the con
stitution? Are we a country that 

stands for freedom and human 
rights? Or is it all just a fac;:ade 
to make ow· country look good? 

As adults we all have memo
ries of standing up in the be
ginning of class and saying the 
"Pledge of Allegiance" with that 
right hand perfectly glued over 
ow· hearts. I recall spending 
my whole grade school years 
standing up to say, " I pledge al
legiance to the flag of the United 
States of America, and to the re
public for which it stands, one 
nation under God, indivisible 
with liberty and justice for all." 

Nowhere in the proposal of 
firing a woman because she 
uses birth control is there alle
giance to the republic for which 
it stands, nor provides "liberty 
and justice for al l." 

From the outside, America 
has a great looking exterior 
rather than a great interior and 

this makes me think that this 
country has more resemblances 
to a dysfunctional celeb1ity than 
anything. 

On the outside, a celebrity is 
well manicured, looks seeming-
1 y flawless and is applied with 
the perfect makeup to cover up 
all the bad qualities and imper
fections. 

Is America just becoming a 
country applied with makeup 
to cover all the flaws within the 
nation? 

The problem is that consti
tutionally this is wrong. Not to 
advocate the use of birth control 
or to knock it, but this all comes 
down to freedom and sexist dis
crimination. 

For those who do suppo1t the 
biJth control movement, there 
are many women that can lose 
their jobs because they want to 
practice being safe about not 

getting pregnant. People com
plain about the fact that tax dol
lai·s go to people on welfai·e that 
can't afford children, and yet we 
have women in the country who 
have jobs and use birth control, 
but ai·e threatened with the loss 
of a career because of using con
traception. 

There are even women who 
are anemic and can only gain 
regulai· menstrual cycles through 
the use of birth control, but the 
Arizona law will deny someone 
their job in order to potentially 
benefit their health. Women 
should be judged by their per
sonal chai·acter and work ethic. 

America shows women that 
they can have a say and actu
ally have rights after fighting 
for so many yeai·s to attain basic 
freedoms but the government of 
Arizona slams their own citizens 
with the big iron fist of sexism. 
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MECH A Jazz class performs in free speech area 
ready for 
Cinco de 
Mayo 

By Metiqua Eng 
Reporter 

By Patricia Rocha 
Copy Editor 

Every semester, the Bakersfield Col
lege beginning jazz dance class takes 
their moves out. of the dance room to 
show off what they've learned to their 
peers. 

Dance teacher Eve-Lyne Thomas said 
this yeai·'s dance was the hardest she's 
ever choreographed, but her class was 
ready for it. 

"It was a challenging routine," said 
Thomas. "I think they did very well. 
They were willing to be challenged, al
ways practiced before and after class." 

One of the great aspects about liv
ing in t:he United Stat.es is that this 
country celebrates other cultures 
and remembers the importance of 
he1itage, values, and tii umphs. 

Thomas said the reason for the diffi
culty was because the dance is done in 
partners, so in order to understand the 
choreography, the dancers had to learn 
both parts. 

MEGAN LUECKE /THB RIP 

The Bakersfield College beginning jazz class had a free performance on April 26 in the free speech area. 

The celebration of Cinco de 
Mayo is not only a huge celebration 
of culture for Mexicans and Ameri
cans, but also a reason to remember 
one of the greatest achievements for 
Mexico. 

"These are total beginners, and it's so 
rewai·ding that they're moving and leain 
ing technique and enjoying themselves," 
she said. "'Io me, it's always rewai·ding 
when a beginner is out there dancing." 

dancers had a great time performing. 
"It's nice [for them] to have that expe

rience, not just dance for each other, to 
dance for others," she said. 

"I'm not afraid to say it, this is my 
30th yeai· and I still love what. I do," she 
said. "People ask me, 'when're you go
ing to retire?' I'm a dancer. You retire 
when you die." 

es such as hers for a while, she said she 
feels blessed to be able t.o do what she's 
doing. 

Despite the damp conditions, the 
She said, as long as she's physically 

able to, she'll continue teaching dance. With budget cuts looming over class-

"I'm always on pins and needles, but 
I'm very thankful I'm still here," she 
said. "Next fall is a question mark." 

MECHA, the Mexican-American 
Club on campus, will be celebratfog 
all week-long at BC and will be !ly
ing to get. students of all ethnicities 
and backgrounds involved in the 
celebration of Cinco de Mayo. 

Garden Fest ends in huge success 
Francisco Mejia, 26, is tt·easurer 

of the MECHA club and is ve1y in
volved with the history of Cinco de 
Mayo and the festivities going on 
around the campus. 

"Cinco de Mayo started in Puebla, 
a stale in Mexico, when the French 
fought the Mexican government;' 
Mejia explained. 

"The significance of Cinco de 
Mayo is that the smaller army, 
which was the Mexicans, defeated 
the French and were able to kick Na
poleon Bonapaite out of Mexico." 

Cinco de Mayo is not defined as 
a Mexican independence day, but a 
day to celebrate that the French, who 
had a more refined army, couldn't 
overthrow the Mexican people. 

"It was significant because of 
the importance that Mexico wasn't 
supposed to win the battle, because 
they were an unprepai·ed army, and 
that's why we celebrate it today as a 
tifomph," said Mejia. 

By Hannah Breeland 
Reporter 

Crowds of people swarmed the 
Renegade Park exploring the many 
different booths and actlvities at. this 
yeai·'s seventh annual Gai·den Fest 
held at Bakersfield College on Ap1il 
2 1. 

"We caine, we ate, we shopped, 
we left," said Chtistine Haywai·d, 
English major, desc1ibing her expe
rience. 

White Forest Nursery, Buena Vis
ta Edible Schoolyard, and Nursery 
& Calico Gardens were just a few 
of the local businesses pa11kipating. 
The horriculture and agriculture 
depai·trnents were selling plants, 
flowers, cheny tomatoes and the 
Renegade trail mix, which were the 
big hits. 

Kids were able to enjoy the bounce 
houses and plant a seed while their 
parents enjoyed the scenery and the 
shopping. 

and multiple churches were also in 
attendance. Many offered goodies 
ranging from scented stuffed ani
mals, clothing, honey, purses, hats 
and more. 

Most booths had raffles with mul
tiple baskets to choose from, like the 
agii culture and child care depait
ment booths. Koi fish were avail
able for adoption in a kiddie pool in 
a vai·iety of shapes and colors. 

The BC culinaiy ai·ts depaitment 
and local businesses, such as Ben 
and Jerry's and Little Debbie Cakes, 
provided food and beverages. 

Even though it was nice and sun
ny out., many people had a problem 
with the heat. 

"The ice cream was a life saver. 
The heat was killing me and water 
wasn't cutting it," Caitlin Juai·ez 
said. 

Even with the heat, Sally Sterns, 
the director of Gai·den Fest, feels it 
was a success. Samuel Bautista, 40, president 

of the MECHA club, shared the 
importance of Cinco de Mayo ai1d 
how significai1t it is to Mexican
Americans. 

"The French were a sophisticated 
ai1ny, and they were bette r armored 
and equipped than the Mexicans, 
and that's why they thought they 
were going to win," Bautista said. 
"Being of that descent, it's impor
tant because, if the French would've 
won, how would we be today? What 
would our culture be today? We 
wouldn't be speaking Spanish, we 
would be speaking French. That 
may have altered the whole Mexi
can and American wai·, and I think 
that affects everybody in the United 
States." 

There were BC booths such as 
the geology club, child care depart
ment, and agricul ture club. Non
profit organizations like Habitat for 
Humanity, Alpha Canine Sanctuaiy, 

"Thankfully it wasn't raining, and 
even though it was hot it didn't stop 
the crowd," she said. "I was told that 
people were happy with how many 
vendors we had, another successful 
yeai·." 
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The Bakersfield Cactus and Succulent Society shows off one of their aloe plants 
April 21 at Garden Fest. 

Music appreciated by speaker 
By Hannah Breeland 

Reporter 
music program who are think
ing of going into the business." 

One of Broughton's impor
tant points in his lecture was 
why music in film was impor
tant. 

MECHA is proudly celebrati ng 
its culture ai·ound campus with oth
ers to show students how impo11ant 
it is to celebrate the holiday. 

Bakersfield College had a 
special guest speaker on April 
27, Bmce Broughton, an Emmy 
awai·d-winning television and 
film composer. 

His lecture was called "Mu
sic on Demand: Music for the 
movies." 

"Music helps tell a sto1y," 
Broughton said. 

"In some scenes without 
music it would feel like some
thing' s missing but you just. 
don't know what. 

"At MECHA, we ai·e having a 
week-long event where we're cel
ebrating Cinco de Mayo. 

"We ai·e playing a Mexican game 
called Lot.eria, which is Mexican 
bingo," Bautista said. "On Wednes
day, we are having a car show, and 
on Thursday, we are having Aztec 
dancers. 

Ron Kean, director of choral 
activitjes/world music at BC, 
invited Broughton, his com
position mentor from when he 
went to community college, to 
come speak. 

"Scenes can seem longer 
without. it.. Music calls attention 
to events ." 

Broughton explained the 
differences between music for 
movies, TV and concerts . Be
ing so versatile, Broughton has 
done all three, from motion pic
tures like "Tombstone," "Mira-

"We're hoping that. everybody 
can attend and help celebrate." 

"I look up to this guy," Kean 
said. "He's so down to eai·th ai1d 
I thought him speaking here 
would benefit students in the 

Physics students compete 
By Angie DelGado 

Reporter 

Over a thousand high school 
students from all over the Kern 
High School District met at Ba
kersfield College for the 24th ai1-
nual Physics Olympics on April 
27 to compete in vaiious physics 
events. 

The Physics Olympics take 
place annually during the spring 
at the BC campus. 

The event, which is sponsored 
by Chevron and KHSD, consists 
of many competi tions, such as 
the egg drop, straw tower, pa
per airplanes, centripetal force, 
among many other events. Some 
experiments ai·e things that the 
students build before attend
ing the Olympics, or some may 
choose to only do projects that 
consist of calculations and labs. 

"It helps them bring what. 

they've learned in the classroom 
to life:' said Kyle Wylie, a his
tory teacher at. South High who 
was helping out during the egg
drop event. 

" It.'s about. taking basic ele
ments and design without using 
gas, energy, or combustion," said 
Wylie. 

The Physics Olympics help 
students understand to use the 
things they have learned in the 
classroom in real-life situations. 
Students are also excited to make 
the projects and pai1.icipa1.e in the 
many events that take place. 

" It.'s pretty cool, [there are] so 
many events and you're compet
ing with different schools in the 
distiict," said Centennial High 
School student Ashley Soren, 
16. 

Soren said she enjoyed ail of 
the events, but her favo1ite one 
was the paper tower. 

"I never l'Tlew you could make 
a tower that tall out. of paper," 
said Soren. 

Other students felt excited but 
also felt. nervous about the differ
ent competitions. Rakhi Bhalla, 
17; Jossi Khosa, 18; and Rodrigo 
Medina, 18, paiticipated in the 
egg drop. 

"We were so nervous, but then 
our egg didn't break," said Bhal
la of the competition. "It was re
ally fun." 

After the events, some stu
dents were able to participate in 
the Super Quiz. 

The Super Quiz was a way to 
conclude the event. 

Each high school picks a 
gi·oup of nine students to take the 
physics quiz that consists of 24 
multiple-choice questions. The 
gi·oup with the most correct an
swers wins the competition for 
their school. 

cle on 34th Street;' to "Rescuers 
Down Under." His television 
musical credits can be found on 
"Jag," "Tiny Toon Adventures," 
and "Hawaii Five- 0 ." 

His composed conceit music 
includes "Mixed Elements," 
"The Magic Hom," and "Ex
cursions." 

"W1iting scores for movies 
is completely di fferent from 
scores for concert," he said. 
"Concert. is whatever you want., 
but for a movie you have a di
rector telling you exactly what 
they want or just what they 
don't like." 

TEELA WALKER /THE RIP 

Bruce Broughton speaks at Bakersfield College about 
the music industry on April 27 in the Levan Center. 

Broughton went on to explain 
how wo1k ing with the director 
can be difficult sometimes. 

"It's usually better if the di-

rector knows ve1y little about 
music," he said. 

He went in depth about his 
time on his first big movie, 
"Silverado," followed by what 
type of things to expect from 
directors and how he got. into 
the business. 

Complete Your Degree or Credential 

at One ~f~ill~fe!~~:~!~a~a!n~a~.!!~ges 
Available Programs Include 
• Business Administ ration'; 
• Organizational Management'; 
• Public Administration':' 
• Health Administration 
• Liberal Studies (Teacher Preparation)'-"; 
• Multiple or Single Subject Teaching Credential 
• Special Education: Mild/Moderate 
• M.S. Educational Counseling 
• M.Ed. Educational Management 

,; Also available Online 
,;,:, Also available in Delano & Taft locations 

Attend an Information Session 
Wednesday, May 16, 20 12 at 6:oo pm 
Saturday, June 16, 20 12 at 10:00 am 

"I was listening to the radio 
one day, and a song caine on 
that really moved me," he said. 
"I realized I wanted to w1ite 
music that would make people 
feel good. It only took me a 
couple minutes to come up with 
music for movies." 

Kern County Regional Campus 
1201 24th Street, Suite D -200, Bakersfield, CA 93301 


