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By Myrissa Johns
News Editor

Bakersfield City Council voted 
6-1 to certify the Final Environ-
mental Impact Report on the 24th 
Street Improvement Project, which 
approved project advancement into 
the final phases of design and prop-
erty acquisition.

Ward 2 Councilman Terry Max-
well was the only voice of opposi-
tion. 

“He’s doing his job,” said Van-
essa Vangel, a founding member of 
the group Citizens Against the Wid-
ening Project. “He’s representing 
the majority of his constituents, be-
cause the majority do not want it.”

In regard to his vote of opposition, 
Maxwell said, “I’m not a politician. 
I’m trying to do the right thing. I tell 
people and I do what I believe, not 
what I believe they want to hear.”

Maxwell said that despite the lop-
sided vote, his colleagues were re-
spectful of his decision and simply 
disagree with what he had to say, 
which he doesn’t take personally.

Although Councilwoman Jacquie 
Sullivan did lash out at Maxwell af-
ter his 55-minute speech critiquing 
the EIR and offering alternatives, he 
explained that she later sent him a 
letter to apologize.

“Everybody knew that I had 
spent the most time researching,” 
Maxwell said. “I was tremendously 
well-prepared.”

He maintains that the EIR does 
not meet standards under the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act, 

One good rainfall isn’t the solution

 New parkway still a big battle

and the issues leave “pretty good 
grounds for lawsuit.”

Under the Thomas Roads Im-

provement Program, the project 
involves a redesign to widen 24th 
Street by two lanes between D and 
Olive streets, and by a lane in each 
direction on 23rd and 24th streets 
between D and M streets. The rede-
sign also shows improvement plans 
for the Highway 99 interchange and 
24th and Oak Street intersection.

Twenty-three single-family 
homes, 293 parking spaces, and 
more than 200 trees stand in the 
path of demolition.

“To me, 24th Street Parkway 
is about progress, though I 

respect those who feel 
differently.”

–Randal Beeman,
BC professor 

Jane Goodall will 
visit BC on April 1

By Rigoberto Lopez
Photographer

California has been experiencing 
a drought that will not only impact 
farm workers, but everyone else, as 
well.

Prices will go up on fruits and 
vegetables, not only here in Califor-
nia, but in the rest of the nation as 
well. California is the main source 
in which fruits and vegetables come 
from.

There has been a big difference 
between this year’s weather pattern 
and last year’s weather pattern, ac-
cording to KGET weather forecast-
er Kevin Charette.

“This will probably be the driest 
year since we’ve seen right around 
1976,” he said. “Our average rain-
fall for 2014 in the state is little over 
four inches.” 

According to Charette, there has 
been a strong ridge of high pres-
sure that has been positioned right 
over California, which dries our jet 
stream. The jet stream is the steer-
ing force of all our storms that we 

do see, which has steered the storms 
to the north to Washington and Or-
egon and into parts of Canada and 
Alaska.

Charette did mention that Kern 
County might pick up some of the 
rainfall it so desperately needs in 
March and April.

Bakersfield College agriculture 
professor Gregory Cluff explained 
some consequences that will affect 
everyone.

“Over the last five years, we’ve 
been relying more and more on 
pumped water, which means we’re 
not replenishing the water table,” 
Cluff said. “We have to pump up 
the water from a deeper depth. That 
takes energy, the more energy we 
use for water, the higher the price 
for pumping water will be.

“Every person is going to be af-
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Lake Isabella, which is at its lowest level since 1977, has been up to the water line where the green brush starts. Trees that are usually underwater are being exposed. 
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A puddle of water slows down traffic on Mount Vernon Avenue and Columbus Street on  Feb. 28.
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Cul de sacs are being put in for streets running into 24th Street.

fected by this drought, if the drought 
persists long enough our productiv-
ity will go down, since we’re not 

farming enough acres, which will 
start impacting jobs.”

Randal Beeman, BC social sci-

ence professor said, “The people 
who are severely going to be im-

“Every person is going to be 
affected by this drought.”

–Gregory Cluff,
BC professor

 Please see WATER, Page 6

 Please see 24TH ST, Page 6

By Sharida Rejon
Features Editor

Jane Goodall, a famous prima-
tologist and anthropologist whose 
work is considered revolutionary 
by many in the science field, will 
be speaking at Bakersfield Col-
lege on April 1. 

Krista Moreland, an anthropol-
ogy professor at BC, pursued the 
possibility of bringing Goodall 
for a lecture on campus for an ex-
tended amount of time until she 
finally got the confirmation.

“We got really lucky because 
she is a very busy woman and 
she travels all over the world. She 
tours about 300 days a year,” said 
Moreland. “We got lucky that 
they were able to fit us into her 
schedule after a lot of months of 
waiting.” 

Moreland’s primary motivation 
to bring Goodall to Bakersfield is 
to send a positive message to stu-
dents and attendees.

“We get very few big-name 
people like Jane Goodall com-
ing to Bakersfield, so I wanted to 
bring someone here as motivation 
and inspiration,” Moreland said. 
“Her big dream when she was a 
little girl was to go to Africa and 
see wild animals in their habitat, 
and she made that happen, but it 

wasn’t easy for her. She had to 
work hard, be very persistent and 
stay focused to make her dream 
come true.

“So it’s a good inspiration for 
students to see that if you have a 
dream and have something that 
you want to accomplish, you can, 
but it takes persistence, work, 
dedication, and a lot of patience.” 

BC students have expressed 
excitement over the upcoming 
event. Jason Glenn, a forensic 
anthropology major, was ecstatic 
when he was notified about the 
lecture. “When I found out, I ac-
tually couldn’t move,” he said. “I 
was so shocked because she liter-
ally pioneered the field. She is a 
multi-facet scientist, in general. 
It’s amazing.”

Adilene Estrada, an anthropol-
ogy major, is also looking forward 
to the event.

“I’m excited because this is a 
person who cares so much about 
something that she was willing 
to give up part of herself to learn 
about a different culture,” Estrada 
said. “She cares about the world 
and there’s something that she 
would always tell kids: ‘you can 
live your dream, you just have to 
work hard at it. you should never 

 Please see GOODALL Page 6



Features
                   Wednesday, March 5, 2014Page 2 The Renegade Rip  www.therip.com

By Sharida Rejon
Features Editor

The Bakersfield Pet Food Pantry 
is celebrating its fifth anniversary 
this year, totaling an approximate 
150,000 pounds of pet food donated 
to the community.

Cindy Frye, president of the 
Bakersfield Pet Food Pantry, was 
inspired to found this organization 
after seeing the vast amount of ani-
mals in need. “I started this orga-
nization by my church, the Bridge 
Bible Church, partnered with the 
Salvation Army. I was serving with 
a small group at the Church With-
out Walls in Oildale,” said Frye. 
“We were serving the people, and 
I noticed that there were a lot of 
animals – dog and cats – running 
around, following the people who 
were in the line for food. After a 
few months of watching that, my 
husband and I bought some bags of 
pet food and my pastor said that he 
would hand them out to the people 
if they needed it for their pets.”

The Bakersfield Pet Food Pan-
try’s mission is to “keep families to-
gether and pets out of the shelters” 
by providing emergency supplies 
of pet food to individuals going 
through financial hardships and low 
income families.

“It’s easy for people to get food 
for themselves. There are a lot of 
places that have food available if 
somebody needs it, but there are 
no places that have it available for 

your pet if you run out of money,” 
said Frye. “Some people are barely 
making it, and if an emergency hap-
pens, they find themselves in a diffi-
cult situation and they come see us. 
We are here to help them.”

In addition to aiding families 
and individuals, the pantry donates 
pet food to various organizations 
around the community such as 
Meals on Wheels, several churches, 
senior complexes of low income, 
and the St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety, which provides assistance for 
homeless people. 

The Bakersfield Pet Food Pantry 
is a non-profit organization that re-
lies heavily on its volunteers and the 
help from the community. The pan-
try’s distribution days and monthly 
bagging events are worked entirely 
by volunteers donating their time. 
Besides the volunteers’ work, the 
help from the community is also 
crucial to the success of the pantry.

All the food is donated through 
red collection barrels that can be 
found at various locations in town, 
such as the Petco stores and the 
Self-Serve Pet Spas, among others. 
Also, some of the food is acquired 
from “pet food drives,” hosted by 
businesses and schools.

“We have been so blessed with 
this organization, with people who 
want to come help and people who 
help us with food. The support we 
have received is amazing,” said 
Frye. 

According to Frye, the most re-

By Trina Goree
Reporter 

There were no activities for Black 
History Month here at Bakersfield 
College. 

“[Student Government Associa-
tion] wanted to do something for 
the African American population 
here on campus, but unfortunately 
there was not enough support from 
an array of groups here on campus,” 
said SGA secretary Erin Robinson.

According to Robinson, Travis 
Tillis, former SGA president, was 
coordinating events for this year’s 
Black History Month, but left with-
out passing along any slated events 
or information regarding events in 
the works. 

Due to this reason, budget, and 
many other issues, SGA was unable 
to pick up where Tillis left off. 

February is a month full of impor-
tant dates, although it is the shortest 
month in the year. People celebrate 
past presidents’ birthdays, the ef-
forts of past and present presidents, 
and the ever-popular day of love, 
Valentine’s Day. BC takes part in 
these days with no school days on 
certain holidays, and on Valentine’s 
Day one can find groups and indi-
viduals selling items on campus.

No activities were promoted 

throughout the month at BC for 
the celebration of Black History 
Month, which is currently known 
as, National African American His-
tory Month. 

Students from BC Delano Cam-
pus were asked what they feel the 
importance of celebrating Black 
History Month is, and many re-
sponded with a similar response. 

Ricky Pimentel felt strongly 
about his response. 

“I believe it is to honor those that 
have impacted our lives today in 
significant ways and to recognize 
those black individuals who were 
brave enough to show our nation 
that they are as equal as anyone 
else. They are capable of anything 
they set their mind to,” he said.

Jazamine Gonzalez said, “It’s 
part of our salad, it’s something 
unique about our country,” which 
she explained is a popular replace-
ment for “the melting pot.” 

Nathalie Hernandez said, “It is to 
remind everyone in this nation of 
how far we’ve come and to show re-
spect for the black community and 
continue doing so.” 

Although the majority of students 
could not name an African Ameri-
can inventor when asked, Hernan-
dez mentioned Madam C.J. Walker 
as an inventor of hair products. 

By Richard J Peterson
Photographer

Despite the rain and clouds, 
many people were in attendance 
at the 37th annual Central Valley 
Sportsmen’s Boat, RV, and Outdoor 
Show.

According to Mike Hatcher, one 
of the event coordinators, this is 
the largest sportsmen show that the 
Kern County Fairgrounds has ever 
hosted. The show ran Feb. 28 to 
March 2.

Among some of the things to see, 

the show featured live music, field 
and agility dog trials, and fly tying 
and casting competitions.

Galey’s Marine Supply was show-
ing off its new fishing boats featur-
ing boats with names like Bayliner 
and Moomba in Sports Hall 1.

There were many vendors show-
ing off their products in halls two 
and three. There were hunting sup-
plies, fishing and camping supplies, 
and spokespeople from a few dif-
ferent lodges to tell you about what 
they have to offer.

A number of new RVs and motor 
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Galey’s Marine Supply displays the new Moomba fishing boat during the event held on Feb. 28.
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Volunteers bag pet food at the monthly bagging event for the Bakersfield Pet Food Pantry. The 
pantry relies heavily on volunteer work and the community to provide pet food to those in need.

Pet Food Pantry helps owners in need

warding part of being part of this 
organization is being able to help 
the community. “Pets are very spe-
cial to many. For some, it’s their 
only family member,” she said. “We 

want pets to stay with their family 
instead of being turned into the ani-
mal shelters or abandoned.”

The Bakersfield Pet Food Pantry 
is open every Saturday from 11 a.m. 

to noon to provide dog and cat food 
to those in need. For volunteer op-
portunities or to make a donation, 
visit www.bakersfieldpetfoodpan-
try.org or call 661-369-1222. 

Sports show more than just boats and RVs

RICHARD J PETERSON  / THE RIP

A dog shows off its skills at the agility trials during the show.

homes from DC’s RV Center, RV 
Peddler, and Camping World lined 
the roadways of the fairgrounds.

For those that like speed and loud 
noise, Bako Sand Drags was there 
for its seventh year, kicking up the 
sand in the Belle Terrace lot. 

The So-Cal National Tractor & 
Truck Pulls, which are sponsored 

by DC’s RV Center, had been re-
scheduled for April 4 and previ-
ously purchased tickets can be used 
for this event. The kids were not left 
out of the fun, as there were bounce 
houses, rock walls, laser tag, youth 
archery, and a kid’s trout pond.

For the car enthusiast, the Ba-
kersfield Car Club Council held its 

18th annual Super Cruise Car Show 
on March 1, in conjunction with the 
sportsmen show.

Admission to the show, which 
was presented by Bill Wright Toy-
ota and North Bakersfield Toyota-
Scion, was $10 for adults, and $5 
for kids between the ages of six and 
12.

 Black History Month 
passes unnoticed at BC 
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Wednesday, March 5
Archive specialist Ken Hooper will discuss forgotten local history.    

    Kern County Museum of Art, 1930 R St. 10 a.m. For more informa-              

    tion: (661)323-7219. 

Thursday, March 6
California Dream Act application workshop. Bakersfield College 

Student Services building, room 151. 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Sign up   

    through InsideBC at www.bakersfieldcollege.edu.

“Periodical Articles Online” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College    

    library, room 217. 4 p.m. Free for all students. For more information:    

   (661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

 Friday, March 7
“Internet Evaluation” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College library, 

room 217. 9:30 a.m. Free for all students. For more information: 

(661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

“Ethics of Research” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College li-

brary, room 217. 11 a.m. Free for all students. For more information: 

(661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

“Serpents Tongue” Jerry’s Pizza, 1817 Chester Ave. 7 p.m. For more 

information: (661)633-1000.

Saturday, March 8
“Finding Books” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College library, room 

217. 11:15 a.m. Free for all students. For more information: (661)395-

4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

“Periodical Articles Online” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College 

library, room 217. 12:30 p.m. Free for all students. For more informa-

tion: (661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

Monday, March 10
“Ethics of Research” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College library, 

room 217. 8:30 a.m. Free for all students. For more information: 

(661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

Financial Aid Application Workshop. Bakersfield College Student 

Services building, room 151. 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sign up through In-

sideBC at ww.bakersfieldcollege.edu.

Bakersfield College Renegade Pantry sign-up day. Campus Center 

CC-4. For more information: thepantry@bakersfieldcollege.edu.

“Women in a World of Men: Legendary Leaders at BC” Bakersfield 

College Fireside Room. 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Free admission and park-

ing. Accomodations, including interpreting/captioning services, are 

available upon request. For more information: Erin Miller (661)395-

4350. 

Tuesday, March 11
“Internet Evaluation” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College library,   

   room 217. 4 p.m. Free for all students. For more information: (661)395-

4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

Bakersfield College Renegade Pantry sign-up day. Campus Center 

CC-4. For more information: thepantry@bakersfieldcollege.edu. 

 Wednesday, March 12
“Finding Books” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College library, room 

217. 10:30 a.m. Free for all students. For more information: (661)395-

4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

Bakersfield College Renegade Pantry sign-up day. Campus Center 

CC-4. For more information: thepantry@bakersfieldcollege.edu. 

Thursday, March 13
“Periodical Articles Online” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College 

library, room 217. 9:30 a.m. Free for all students. For more informa-

tion: (661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

“Research Strategies” Library Workshop. Bakersfield College library, 

room 217. 11:10 a.m. Free for all students. For more information: 

(661)395-4466 or follow the library on Twitter @LibraryatBC

Financial Aid Application Workshop. Bakersfield College Student 

Services building, room 151. 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sign up through In-

sideBC at www.bakersfieldcollege.edu. 

Bakersfield College Renegade Pantry pick-up day. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

and 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information: thepantry@bakersfield-

college.edu. 

“Girl Rising” showing and discussion. Bakersfield College Forum 

East. 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Free admission and parking. Accomodations, 

including interpreting/captioning services, are available upon request. 

For more information: Erin Miller (661)395-4350.

Events Calendar

By Myrissa Johns
News Editor

Bakersfield College reference 
librarians are hopeful for another 
successful semester of research 
workshops for students. Accord-
ing to Marci Lingo, BC reference 
librarian, they are offering a total 
of 75 sessions over the course of 
10 weeks beginning last month.

There are seven workshop top-
ics: Research Strategies, Finding 
Books, Finding Periodical Articles 
Online, Beyond Basic Google 
Searching, Internet Evaluation, 
Evaluating Print Sources, and Eth-
ics in Research. Lingo explained 
that the workshop topics are dis-
tributed based on past analysis of 
which workshops were more pop-
ular among students.

They are offering a wide range 
of dates and times for the work-
shops in order to cater to student 
availability. Although there are 
workshops that are more likely 
to be open as the times compete 
with more students’ class sched-
ules, the Friday, Saturday, and af-
ternoon classes do tend to fill up 
fast. The workshops are done on 
a first-come, first-served basis so 
students interested in attending the 
especially popular workshops are 
encouraged to arrive early to line 
up.

Of the seven workshops, two do 
not require the use of a computer. 
However, for the other workshops 
there is a maximum capacity of 23, 
as there are only 23 computers in 
the classroom.

“One little recommendation if 
you’re coming out to a popular 
time, if you bring your laptop you 
can log in using your laptop and 
then you can kind of just squeeze 
in,” Lingo said. “So, that’s a pos-
sibility too.”

Lingo said that in the past they 
have had to turn students away, 
which “hurts their souls.” She ex-
plained that the library does have 
a Twitter account, which they use 
to let students know if a workshop 
fills up, although she does sympa-
thize that it wouldn’t help a student 
who was driving a long distance.

“We tried in the past to give tick-
ets out in advance, but then what 
happens is someone will think 
they’re going to come on a Satur-
day, so we’ll we run out of tickets 
and then they won’t show up,” she 
said. “So then we’re in this kind of 
Catch-22 about what the best thing 
to do was.”

Although any students are wel-
comed to come to a workshop, 
they are thought to be especially 
beneficial to anyone who is cur-
rently enrolled in a class that re-
quires any amount of research.

“It always makes us sad when 
people wait till the last minute to 
do [a workshop], especially when 
they’re in a class that requires re-
search because they’ve missed the 
opportunity to get those skills in 
time that they really can help them 
in their classes,” Lingo said.

She empathized that students 
have many responsibilities, which 
might cause them to feel ambiva-
lent about the workshops, thinking 
“it’s just one more thing I have to 
do,” but she emphasized that al-
though it does take time out of a 
student’s day, it does end up being 
an efficient use of time.

“These end up, I think, saving 
you time if you’re doing research,” 
she said. “Because you can search 
much more effectively and find 
higher quality sources.

“If you put in poor search terms, 
then you’re going to get results 
that aren’t as good as someone 
who really knows the ropes on 

searching.”
The research workshops might 

even be worth credit, or possibly 
extra credit, in some classes, as 
they have become popular among 
a number of BC professors, espe-
cially in English and science.

After each semester, Lingo has 
discovered consistent similarities 
in the analyses and anonymous 
feedback given by students on 
workshop evaluations. 

On an evaluation given to stu-
dents after each workshop, stu-
dents were asked if the information 
provided in the workshop would 
help with research for their college 
classes. On a 5-point scale, the av-
erage response was 4.66, which is 
beyond midway between “Essen-
tial,” a 5 out of 5, and “Quite Use-
ful,” a 4 out of 5.

Lingo said that on the comment 
section of the evaluation, many 
students confessed that “they had 
been plagiarizing and didn’t know 
it,” after plagiarism workshops.

Many other students gave feed-
back after other workshops as 
well.

“This class should not be sug-
gested just for English courses. 
This should be recommended for 
most subjects,” one student said.

Another student commented on 
his or her relief at completing the 
workshop in time to use the infor-
mation, saying, “I am very glad I 
took this workshop in time for re-
searching for my research paper,” 
while another student commented 
on wishing he or she had.

“I really needed this,” he or she 
wrote. “I only wish I had done this 
class earlier in my schooling.”

Schedules and information about 
the workshops can be found on the 
reference desk in the library, on the 
library homepage or InsideBC un-
der the student tab.

By Elias C. Ahumada
Reporter

On Feb. 27, the Norman Levan 
Center for Humanities hosted 
Rick Wartzman, an author and 
former journalist for The Wall 
Street Journal and Los Angeles 
Times. Those in attendance in-
cluded more than 30 Bakersfield 
natives and approximately 12 
students. 

Wartzman discussed his book, 
“Obscene in the Extreme,” dur-
ing the second part of a series in 
honor of the 75th anniversary of 
“The Grapes of Wrath.”

Wartzman, a native of Bal-
timore, Md., attended North 
Western University. Wartzman 
seemed very knowledgeable 
about Kern County and even 
said, “This county is full of so 
many stories and so much his-
tory.”

When asked why he decided 
to write the book, “Obscene to 
the Extreme,” Wartzman said, 
“This book grew out of the first 
book that I had written, a book 
called “The King of California,” 
and Bill Camp, who is a major 
character in “Obscene to the 
Extreme,” was kind of a minor 
character in the first book.”

Wartzman also said that see-
ing a picture of the book “The 
Grapes of Wrath” being burned 
was one reason why he wrote 
“Obscene to the Extreme.”

During a reading of his first 

Levan Center hosts Wartzman

AMBER HAYDEN  / THE RIP

Rick Wartzman, author of “Obscene in the Extreme,” speaks 
about the banning of John Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath.”

book at Russo’s, Wartzman said a 
friend of his asked him if he had 
seen the photograph of Camp burn-
ing “The Grapes of Wrath,” which 
he said was a photograph that al-
ways stayed with him. His friend 
also brought his attention to a fe-
male librarian who was considered 
“a great freedom fighter.” The li-
brarian fought against censorship, 
which captured Wartzman’s atten-
tion, and four years later his book 
came out. 

Wartzman reflected on how cen-
sorship in literature has changed 
over time.

“Places do change, obviously the 
book was restored two years later, 
and now there’s reading of ‘The 

Grapes of Wrath’ among people, 
and institutions like [Bakersfield 
College] can celebrate John Stein-
beck and his contributions in a way 
that never would have happened 
before.”

According to Wartzman, Stein-
beck couldn’t live in Salinas for a 
while after “The Grapes of Wrath” 
was published because he was so 
reviled in his hometown.

Wartzman’s final thoughts on his 
project were, “These are all great 
journeys, writing a book. Every 
one is a different journey. This one 
was a great one to do. I learned a lot 
and I always have fun writing them. 
Then you put it away, and I’m on to 
the next one.” 

BC library offers various research 
workshops to assist students

SHARIDA REJON  / THE RIP

Students attend the internet evaluation workshop, one of the many library research workshops 
offered at Bakersfield College, on Feb. 28. Library workshops will be offered until April 10.
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By Myrissa Johns
News Editor

Brides for a Cause, an organization that helps raise money 
to grant wedding wishes for terminally ill couples, will be 
holding a charity dress sale in Bakersfield for the first time 
in March.

Brides for a Cause sells brand new and once-worn wed-
ding dresses at discounted rates to raise money for its partner, 
Wish Upon a Wedding, which is a California-based non-profit 
organization that provides weddings and vow renewals for 
terminally ill couples or couples facing serious, life-altering 
circumstances.

Brides for a Cause started in April 2012 and began its part-
nership with Wish Upon a Wedding later that year in July. Erin 
Scharf, the owner of Brides for a Cause, said she had known 
the founder of WUW for several years, and they had wanted 
to team up for a while before the partnership finally came to-
gether mid-2012.

“I wanted to find a charity that I believed in to partner with, 
and Wish Upon a Wedding was a natural fit,” Scharf said. 

Although the Brides for a Cause boutique is located in Port-
land, Ore., the organization travels to different cities hosting 
road shows to sell the wedding gowns. The road show is go-
ing to be making its first appearance in Bakersfield on March 
21-23.

According to Melissa Puryear, events coordinator and own-
er of local company Event It, the road show will take place 
at The Patino, a local venue owned by Jesse Patino. Puryear 
explained that Event It is working in tandem with The Patino 
to put on the event in absence of Brides for a Cause, as the 
organization is not local.

“That’s where I come in, and I put everything together,” 
Puryear said, explaining that she uses her network to get local 
businesses and professionals to donate time and services to 
the event.

“… I had no problem at all. The professionals in our town 
are really giving, and they’re eager to do something for a great 
cause.”

There will be a wide range of dress styles and sizes with 
prices starting at $250 and there is a $50-off coupon being 
offered on the Brides for a Cause website. Approximately 50 
percent of the sale price of each gown is donated to WUW, 
while the other half is used to maintain the operation of the 
fundraiser.

“Our event is perfect for those who are just getting started 
because they’ll have a chance to try on many different styles 
to see what looks best on them,” Scharf said. “But the event 
is also good for women who just can’t seem to find the ‘per-
fect gown,’ because we get a lot of very unique, one-of-a-kind 
gowns that aren’t at typical bridal stores.”

According to Scharf, they have accepted more than 2,000 

dresses in less than a year.
“We’ve been very fortunate in receiving so many dresses in 

such a short amount of time.”
Brides who would like to get an early-access preview are 

encouraged to pre-register for the VIP event, which will be 
held on March 21. For the $15 fee, brides will receive the first 
look at the dresses, food, drinks, and more. Those who would 
like to purchase tickets for the VIP night or get more informa-
tion can visit bridesforacause.com.

The event is open to the public and Brides for a Cause wel-
comes anyone who would like to attend.

With the event approaching, it is important that anyone who 
would like to volunteer to work the event does so by signing 
up on the website. There is a need for volunteers for several 
different jobs including setting up the event, signing in guests, 
serving food and drinks, and more.

According to Puryear, although an advanced notice is en-
couraged as to keep an accurate idea of the amount of enlisted 
help, they would not turn away anyone willing to give a hand 
in the event.

Anyone who would like to help the cause can do so by go-
ing to the Brides for a Cause website to volunteer services 
for a road show or donate a dress, or by going to the WUW 
website at wishuponawedding.org to sign on as a wish granter, 
volunteer services as a professional or venue, or make a mon-
etary donation.

Brides for a Cause plans charity event in Bakersfield

V-Day kicks off with Festival of Healing
By Trina Goree

Reporter

Festival of Healing, which was sponsored by the V-
Day of Bakersfield with all proceeds going to the Al-
liance Against Family Violence and Sexual Assault in 
Kern County, kicked off with its first event on March 
1. 

V-Day is a global movement to end violence against 
women and girls, which has raised over $32,000 for 
the alliance, to date. Key points in the V-Day mission 
include an organized response against violence toward 
women, and the vision that V-Day sees a world where 
women live safely and freely. 

There were plenty of vendors, activities and enter-
tainment at the festival. 

Part of the entertainment included live music from a 
local band made up of Bakersfield College students that 
go by the name Sweet Harmony.

The band includes guitarist Amanda Mccaslin, drum-
mer Andrew Morgan, on trombone is Omar Murillo, 
pianist Brian Lee, and on bass is Adam Zanoff.

The event organizer, Guinevere PH Dethlefson stated 
the festival was “less focused on vagina and more fo-
cused on healing.” 

This is the 11th year of V-Day in Bakersfield, but this 
year was the first Festival of Healing. The event went 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on March 1. 

Some vendors included a booth that sold hair bar-
rettes with charms in the center of them, crafts such as 

kitchen products like Tupperware, and Kama “Rudy” 
Maccioli who was selling and promoting Spa Escapes 
BeautiControl.

Maccioli offered a manicure that involved a hand 
scrub and an intensive moisturizing lotion. Maccioli 
also handed out free gifts, which included eye cream 
and candles. 

There were also activities for children such as a 
bounce house.  

Another activity that catered toward adults, but al-
lowed children to partake, was yoga. The reason for 
yoga was “an opportunity to share yoga with people 
and talk about the way yoga can bring healing to our 
lives,” according to Shonna Shearson, yoga teacher at 
Inner Bodyworks of Bakersfield. 

Dethlefson urges people to attend a V-Day event, 
which will be going on throughout the month.

“The Vagina Monologues,” an award-winning play 
by Eve Ensler that started the V-Day movement, will 
run March 7-8 at 8 p.m. at the Spotlight Theatre on 
1622 19th St. Admission will be $20 per person. 

“A Memory, a Monologue, a Rant, and a Prayer,” a 
groundbreaking collection of monologues by world-
renowned authors and playwrights, will take place the 
following weekend on March 14-15 at 8 p.m. at the 
same venue for the same price. 

To learn more about V-day’s beneficiary, go to www.
KernAlliance.org. 

For more information about V-Day events, please 
visit them at www.VDayBakersfield.org.

SHARIDA REJOn  / THE RIP

Faith Hall and her brother, Griffin, from Tonicism Productions 
tend the face painting station at the Festival of Healing. 

SHARIDA REJOn  / THE RIP

“Sweet Harmony,” a band composed entirely of BC students, perform at the Festival of Healing.

SHARIDA REJOn  / THE RIP

Taylor Lozano, a local performer, provided entertainment 
during V-Day’s Festival of Healing on March 1.  

BERnIE REJOn  / THE RIP

Darrion- Tay Jackson keeps himself entertained in the bounce house at the Festival of Healing, 
which took place on March 1 at Mill Creek Park to kick off the annual V-Day of Bakersfield. 

SHARIDA REJOn  / THE RIP

Anna Murillo and Kathy Kalson inform Austin Still about 
Mercy Hospital’s “Art for Healing,” a weekly program. 
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By Trina Goree
Reporter

Terri Goldstein, the new direc-
tor of Disabled Student Programs 
and Services, shared two main 
messages she would like Bakers-

field College 
students to 
know.

G o l d -
stein, first, 
wanted to 
clarify that 
services for 
DSPS are 
d i f f e r e n t 
in college 
than in high 

school, which she says causes 
many students not to sign up.

 Second, Goldstein would like 
to let all BC students know that 
DSPS is always looking for vol-
unteers to assist DSPS students, 
especially in note taking for 
classes. Goldstein also mentioned 
that DSPS hires scribes, saying, 
“DSPS is always looking for good 
people, but has a hard time finding 
them.”

Also, Goldstein is looking to in-
crease campus awareness.

“Access is everyone’s responsi-
bility,” she said. 

When asked what qualifies a 
student for DSPS services, Gold-
stein was quick to reply that any 
students with verifiable disabili-
ties, which include but are not 

limited to psychological, physical, 
brain injuries, and learning dis-
abilities, qualify. 

Goldstein has been director of 
DSPS for six months, and is eager 
to serve BC’s DSPS students and 
is focused on ways to improve the 
department, and make it that much 
more efficient.

In time, Goldstein would like to 
see all DSPS services offered in 
one place by having its own loca-
tion on campus. Currently, there 
are four different services housed 
in seperate buildings around BC. 

One priority she has is to estab-
lish an honor society for DSPS 
students, which will be known as 
Delta Alpha Pi.

Goldstein brings a varied back-
ground with her to the DSPS de-
partment. She offers experience 
at the community college and 
university levels, and has always 
worked in DSPS.

Her road to BC began in the 
world of chemistry. While attend-
ing Cal State-Northridge as an en-
gineering major, she came across a 
deaf student in her chemistry class. 
She began to ignore the professor 
and watch the sign language inter-
preter. Ultimately, she failed the 
class, but Goldstein went on to get 
a bachelor’s in deaf studies from 
CSUN. She later went on to earn 
a master’s in rehabilitation coun-
seling at San Diego State and then 
a doctorate in educational leader-
ship from UCLA.

By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter

Students were offered numerous 
workshops and opportunities to ask 
questions to staff during Operation 
14-15, which is the Financial Aid 
Awareness Week at Bakersfield 
College. 

The workshops emphasis for Feb. 

RICHARD PeTeRSON  / THe RIP

Students on campus get information about workshops and services that are offered by the office 
of financial aid during the Operation 14-15, BC’s Financial Aid Awareness Week. 

Terri Goldstein

Goldstein elaborates on 
DSPS services offered at BC

Financial Aid Awareness 
Week helps BC students

BeRTIN RODRIGUez  / THe RIP

Larry Fife spins the wheel at a Financial Aid Awareness booth, while Annette Villa, the booth’s 
staffer, waits to ask Fife a question. Students who answered questions correctly won prizes.

16 potential candidates prepare 
for upcoming student elections

By Elizabeth Fernandez
Reporter

There have been a total of 16 
candidates officially submitted 
for the upcoming elections from 
March 10-13, and elizabeth Peis-
ner,  Bakersfield College interim 
director of student life said, “For 
our first redo, I’m pleased. It is 
a culture shift, they don’t hap-
pen over night, but I’m very, very 
pleased with the level of engage-
ment.”

Raising and maintaining student 
engagements is Peisner’s main fo-
cus during these elections.

“I’ll be walking around, taking 
pictures, and encouraging stu-
dents,” she said. 

Students can vote online or in 
the tents being set up on campus 
somewhere in the cafeteria center 
starting Monday. The tents will 
have new laptops specially sup-
plied by the Student Government 
Association for voting. There will 
also be popcorn and pom-poms 
handed out to amp students up for 
the event.

The goal, as Peisner mentioned, 
is, “Getting people fired up about 
voting!” and as far as the online 
voting goes she said, “I have a vi-
sion for the new InsideBC. 

“We have attracted a great deal 
more when [we] engaged stu-
dents.” Students will also be able 
to vote for the final amendments 
recently made to the SGA consti-
tution. The new positions for the 
upcoming term follow the new 
constitution’s guidelines. 

Most candidates are running 
for the executive council, and 
each one of the seats has an entry, 
which leaves only six of the can-
didates for Senators. Two of those 
senator candidates are coming 
from the Delano Campus, which 
may mean empty seats for BC’s 
campus as of now. 

The interim director of student 
life had predicted ending up with 
a total of approximately 16 to 18 
candidates.

 The final count of the runners 
may change after she reviews their 
applications and eligibility. 

She said, “It has been a great 
challenge. It reminds me of how 
important and influential my time 
in student leadership was when I 
was in college. My impression is 
that this student body is rife with 
talent.”

Peisner is very excited as far as 
both the short and long-term fu-
ture of SGA. She explained that 
the theme for her has been “the 
Renegade rises,” coming out of 
the former SGA shadow. She is 
proud of her current staff as they 
continued forward and strived to 
do better, and has been impressed 
with the students who have walked 
up to her – being a new face, and 
all – and have talked to her about 
running. 

“I am hopeful, hopeful for 
the outcome – this is a tipping 
point,” continued Peisner, “And 
I am hopeful that we can restore 
the faith and confidence of the 
students in what SGA can do for 
them.”

25 was focused on Smart Borrow-
ing. 

On Feb. 26 the emphasis was to 
Achieve the Dream and Feb. 27 and 
to focus solely on Financial Aid 
Programs. 

The main point stressed by fi-
nancial aid staff is the inside.Ba-
kersfieldCollege.edu website. Here, 
many workshops are offered, along 
with opportunities for students. 

Connie Singh, the Financial Aid 
loan processor of the department 
for nine years, said, “The most un-
derutilized tool of Bakersfield Col-
lege students is the insidebc website 
available to them. Many questions 
that are asked of financial aid fac-
ulty can be answered through the 
website, and knowledge of navigat-
ing the site is crucial.”

Singh lead the workshop for in-
formation on the loan process on 
Feb. 25. 

All the workshops were held 
in the SS151 building, and there 
was a different keynote speaker or 
leader for each one. Students were 
captivated with the keynote speaker 
Tom zarate and his workshop “Best 
Kept Secrets to Financial Literacy 
and Budgeting Wisely.” zarate was 
informative, as well as comical in 
his demeanor.

Student Domingo Ramirez said, 
“This was a really good event. I 
liked the booth that the Financial 
Aid Department had set up. I loved 
the information that was available. I 
think they should do this every year. 
Tom zarate was so funny.”

The workshops that were being 
offered are the first of its kind, at 
least in the last nine years that Singh 

has been on the Financial Aid staff. 
“They use to do workshops, 

throughout the year, before I was 
on staff. This is the first year I can 
recall there being something like 
an ‘Operation 14-15’, or so many 
workshops being offered at one 
time. I think the turnouts were 
not probably as good, in the past. 
I think this year, the turnout was 
great, a lot of students got questions 
answered and it all around benefits 
the students. 

The Financial Aid Department 
can get really backed up with gen-
eral questions that takes time from 
processing applications.”

The inside.BakersfieldCollege.
edu website will direct you to your 
own private web page, detailed for 
you. 

There are places to sign up for 
workshops all year long. There is 
an event calendar, along with help-
ful reminders on what date the 
deadlines are for FAFSA applica-
tions, BOGW information, eOP&S 
reminders, and Academic and Prog-
ress Disqualification workshops. 

The insidebc website is the tool 
that will assist with financial aid the 
most, as you can print pretty much 
any application needed for the pro-
gram. 

You can also use the different tabs 
to select your personal financial aid 
information. 

In that section, will be informa-
tion on your payment schedules for 
the different disbursements happen-
ing throughout the year.

If there is something that cant be 
answered online, then go to the Fi-
nancial Aid offices. 



pacted are the farm workers who are 
making minimum wage, and often, 
because of immigration statuses, 
[they] don’t have as much access to 
social service as other people might 
have.”

Beeman explained that the 
drought would have an effect on the 
average consumers as well.

“What consumers are going to 
see is less produce, higher prices, 
and low quality.”

Beeman explained that the 
drought has forced farmers to par-
ticipate in fowling, which means 
that they are not planting crops and 
are letting others die.

Cluff also mentioned fowling, 
explaining that it has already gotten 
to the point in the west side of the 
valley that farmers are not putting in 
replacement orchards.

According to Cluff, farmers 

might sacrifice planting grains like 
wheat and forages, in order to opt 
for higher value crops such as al-
mond, orange, and pistachio trees.

“Forages might take the biggest 
impact, since it is food for the dairy. 
Farmers will have to import forages 
from other states such as Nevada, 
Idaho, Utah, and Arizona,” he said.

As for water conservation during 
the drought, Beeman recommends 
Bakersfield residents to switch 
their lawns over time to a desert 
landscape, which is called zero-
scaping.

California is the capital leader 
in per capita water use, as far as 
using water per person than other 
states, due to the low-flow toilet 
and low-flow showers. Also, it is 
recommended to replace toilets in 
older homes, which use five to six 
gallons more than the low-flow al-
ternatives.

City officials have stated that the 
widening project is a public safety 
concern and will improve the area 
to represent the gateway to down-
town.

Bakersfield College professor 
and Westchester resident Randal 
Beeman agreed with this statement, 
saying, “To me, the 24th Street 
Parkway is about progress, though 
I respect those who feel differ-
ently. I think the City Council, the 
city manager, and most importantly 
former Congressman Bill Thomas 
should be commended for secur-
ing the future progress of the city 
through these bold transportation 
projects.”

Beeman explained that at various 
times during the day, 24th Street be-
comes gridlocked and if nothing is 
done the problem with traffic con-
gestion will continue to increase.

“Cars sitting still waste gas, and 
wasted time sitting in traffic also 
saps economic productivity and cre-
ates more smog in what is already 
the most polluted city in America,” 
he said. “As for the widening, it 
makes sense environmentally and 
economically, in addition to the 
safety benefits.

“Using eminent domain is always 
controversial and painful. Most of-
ten it’s done to poor neighborhoods 
to people who lack the resources to 
be heard. In this case, the people 
impacted are very vocal, as they 
should be.”

One group in particular has risen 
in opposition of the plans to widen 
24th Street – Citizens Against the 
Widening Project. Vangel said the 
group formed in May of 2012, as 
soon as the draft EIR was available. 
The group was able to compile 
more than 600 signatures by resi-
dents city-wide on a petition against 
the project.

Vangel explained that the project 
has been “looming over Westchester 
for 50 years,” and now due to Thom-
as obtaining $630 million in feder-
al-earmarked funds for the Thomas 
Roads Improvement Program, the 
project has finally come to fruition.

According to Vangel, the main 
objectives of opposition are to pro-

tect and preserve the most historic 
neighborhood and district in Ba-
kersfield, prevent a decrease in resi-
dents’ property values, and prevent 
the area’s residents from being ex-
posed to extreme health risks.

The group has seen a $60,000 de-
crease in property value on one res-
ident’s home just when the project 
plans were pending, which made 
members feel confident in their as-
sessment that the values will con-
tinue to take a nosedive, according 
to Vangel.

“We feel strongly that it is going 
to negatively impact our property 
values, because six lanes is equiv-
alent to a freeway,” Vangel said. 
“They don’t call it a freeway, but if 
it looks like a freeway, acts like a 
freeway, and smells like a freeway, 
it’s a freeway.”

The group is adamant about 
concerns for the well-being of the 
residents as there are expressed 
concerns in the EIR for health risks 
including Valley Fever, asthma and 
other respiratory illnesses due to the 
construction.

Vangel expressed her concern 
that young children and the elderly 
are even more susceptible to con-
tracting these illnesses, stating, “On 
my block alone, the average age is 
70 years old. I live next door to my 
mother, she’s 82, and it scares me to 
death what this project could poten-
tially do for somebody her age.”

In the EIR, there are mitigation 
methods outlined, and in regard 
to the health concerns, mitigation 
methods offered include water 
trucks and the advice to stay in-
doors, along with pets, during the 
summer, and if residents need to go 
out during winter, it is recommend-
ed to wear a dust mask and put a 
dust mask on their children.

Vangel said that members have 
repeatedly presented important ar-
guments using facts and figures to 
the City Council to then be patron-
ized and have the concerns remain 
ignored, saying, “We were ignored, 
and that really makes us mad, be-
cause the majority said no, and 
they’ve said no for 50 years.”

The group’s concerns about City 
Council exceed just its feelings 
of being ignored and patronized. 

According to Vangel and another 
member of Citizens Against the 
Widening Project, Randa Hunter, 
Councilwoman Sullivan admitted 
to them, in front of six witnesses, 
that she had not read the EIR.

“She certified a $62-million doc-
ument, and hadn’t read it,” Vangel 
said. “That, to us, is so irresponsible 
of an elected official.”

Hunter went on to say, “This is 
a bad attitude for the City Council. 
It reflects on their ignorance of this 
project.”

Vangel expressed her feelings 
that by City Council relying on staff 
to do its due diligence and research 
– excluding Maxwell – it has vacat-
ed the purpose of being voted for by 
the members’ constituents.

According to statements by City 
Manager Alan Tandy, the federal-
earmarked funds are set to run out 
before the complete funding of all 
projects, but the city is committed 
to paying for the remainder.

The city has plans to take out ap-
proximately $270 million in loans, 
which will grant a five-year grace 
period with interest accruing. The 
loans are to fund the remainder of 
the 24th Street project and other 
projects under the Thomas Roads 
Improvement Program.

Citizens Against the Widening 
Project members expressed their 
concern that the city is committing 
younger generations to a 35-year 
loan that they cannot guarantee 
it will have the revenue stream to 
pay.

“They make it sound like…’we 
can just crank out this money,’ you 
know what? I taught economics; 
there ain’t no such thing as a free 
lunch,” Hunter said.

In a 2008 advice letter by Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company in regard 
to a 1-percent franchise surcharge 
for gas and electric customers in 
the city of Bakersfield, it outlined 
the surcharge agreement guidelines, 
purpose, and background of the sur-
charge.

Based on gross annual gas and 
electric receipts from 2007, PG&E 
estimated the 1-percent surcharge 
to result in a $1.22 increase in a 
typical residential electric bill and 
a $0.40 increase to a typical resi-
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WAter: Beeman’s insight on drought

24th st: Residents are vocal with their opinions regarding the widening

dential gas bill, which would in turn 
collect an additional $3,199,234 in 
annual revenue.

The advice letter states, “The city 
has represented that the additional 
revenues from the franchise sur-
charge will be earmarked for high-
way and road projects.”

Bakersfield’s city website also 
provides a page on the 1-percent 
franchise surcharge by PG&E and 
Southern California Gas Franchise, 
in which it states that the revenue 
from these surcharges was desig-
nated by the city upon approval to 
be used only for roads programs.

However, in an article by The 
Bakersfield Californian, Tandy de-
nied Citizens Against the Widening 
Project’s claims that there were sur-
charges by PG&E that would con-
tribute to funding the road projects, 
saying, “There are no increases in 
those fees. The franchises with 
PG&E and SCE are forever at the 
existing rates so they can’t be in-
creased.”

Members of Citizens Against the 
Widening Project expressed con-
cerns that the city had intentionally 
tried to divide their opposition by 
separating the north and south sides 
of 24th Street. There are questions 
to whether the offering of the cul de 
sacs was just an attempt to appease 
residents south of 24th Street.

They explained that the cul de 
sacs and pending projects have cre-
ated turmoil in their community.

According to the group, after one 
resident declined to donate 12 feet 
of his front yard to the development 
of the cul de sac, he faced so much 

intense intimidation by proponents 
of the cul de sacs that he moved 
and sold his house, which was in 
turn bought by a resident of Myrtle 
Street. Members explained that the 
man who bought the house stood 
at a council meeting to say that he 
bought the house, not to live in it, 
not to resell it, but to ensure that 
Myrtle Street could get its cul de 
sac.

Although the group was also 
against the cul de sacs, there are 
residents who were in favor of the 
addition.

Beeman expressed his concern 
that prior to the cul de sacs being 
implemented, the cross traffic was 
dangerous, and “problematic at 
best.”

“Since the cul de sacs have been 
put into place, my wife and I no-
ticed that there are actually children 
in this neighborhood,” he said. “And 
for them, it is clearly a better situa-
tion without the cross traffic.”

Citizens Against the Widening 
Project offered many alternatives to 
the widening of 24th Street. Some 
alternatives include projects like the 
Hageman flyover, funneling traffic 
through Golden State Highway, and 
synchronization of the lights head-
ing east on 24th and 23rd streets.

The group made it clear that the 
opposition did not end with the de-
cision by City Council. Vangel said 
that the decision made them even 
more fired up.

“If the widening does take place, 
they’re going to be dealing with us 
for the entire length of the construc-
tion.”

PHOTOS By AMBER HAydEN  / THE RIP

Cul de sacs are being made on numerous streets that run into 24th Street. Residents in the area have expressed their opposition toward the construction. The Final 
Environmental Impact Report on the 24th Street Improvement Project, which allows  project advancement, was recently approved by the Bakersfield City Council.

give up hope, because without 
hope, there’s no life.’ 

“That’s why I’m excited because 
she is a person who went through 
a lot of challenges and took a lot of 
hits, but no matter what, she was 
still happy, she was still smiling, 
she was still herself.” 

Goodall, whose groundbreak-
ing work was accomplished in the 
’60s, was one of eight people to get 
a Phd from Cambridge University 
without an undergraduate degree.

“Her work with primates really 
changed how we do science and 
it changed how we view animals 
because she was able to record ev-
erything,” Moreland said.

“By learning this information 
on these animals, she was really 
able to understand animal behav-
ior itself to help us understand our-
selves and our relationship with the 

world,” she said. “Her work really 
opened the world into a whole new 
avenue of study.” 

Aside from her work and studies 
about primate behavior, Goodall’s 
mission has extended to spreading 
a message of hope to the world 
though her “Roots & Shoots” pro-
gram.

“The goal is to get people in-

volved in their community,” said 
Moreland. “That’s really her big 
push. She’s more than just some-
one who says ‘here are some is-
sues and some problems,’ she is 
somebody who says ‘here are some 
solutions and ways we can work 
toward solving our problems,’ and 
that’s very different.

“That’s her big message of hope 
– that she is very hopeful that we 
all have the ability to make our-
selves better people and to make 
our communities a better place. 
That’s what she’s all about.”

The lecture will take place in 
BC’s gymnasium at 7:30 p.m. 
Goodall’s new book, which releas-
es on April 1, will also be available 
at the event. A book signing will 
follow the speech. There are 2,500 
tickets available for the event, 
which are being sold through the 
business services window at BC. 

GoodAll:  Moreland helps bring Goodall to BC

“Her work with primates 
really changed how we do 

science and it changed how 
we view animals because 

she was able to record every-
thing.”

–Krista Moreland,
BC professor

Continued from Page 1



News
                   Wednesday, March 5, 2014Page 7 The Renegade Rip  www.therip.com

 By Robert Mullen
Sports Editor

Students may have noticed the 
appearance of new patches of as-
phalt in the southwestern parking 
lot in mid-February. These filled in 
potholes mark the first maintenance 
to the Bakersfield College parking 
structures for some time. They are 
not actually a result of funds raised 
via the elimination of free parking 
and increased parking permit costs, 

which was part of a plan imple-
mented by Sean James, former BC 
executive director of administrative 
services, to raise funding to repair 
and upgrade those structures. 

Jim Coggins, BC’s manager of 
maintenance and operations, said 
that the pothole work was done with 
the excess materials left over from 
another project on the campus.

“We had a whole truck of cold 
mix because we had some repairs, 
we had to replace a line across one 

of the roads, we had a truck come 
in to do that and I thought we’ll just 
get a whole truck and fill in our bad 
potholes,” he said.

Coggins says that right now there 
are no major projects planned for the 
parking structures by Maintenance 
and Operations, because they’re just 
trying to generate funding from the 
permit price increase.

“Mainly we’re trying to get our 
fund built up. Hopefully next year 
we can start attacking it and getting 

some of these parking lots back in 
shape,” he said.

Other construction on BC, main-
ly the Simonsen Performing Arts 
project, and a lack of funds has not 
dissuaded Coggins from trying to 
get at least some scheduled mainte-
nance done on BC’s better parking 
lots, particularly the northeast lot, to 
keep it from degrading.

“Depending on timing issues be-
cause I’ve got so much other con-
struction going on, I’m trying to get 

our better parking lots slurry sealed, 
because every five years you need 
to slurry them to keep them up so 
we don’t have all the potholes we 
have with the other lots. I’m hoping 
that maybe this semester I can get 
that done.” One major project for 
this semester is replacing the water 
and gas lines throughout BC, and 
this in conjunction with other proj-
ects will limit the amount of park-
ing repairs students are likely to see 
this semester.

Accreditation passes and exceeds standards

By Robert Mullen
Sports Editor

Nathaniel Runels, a former Ba-
kersfield College student who 
preaches weekly at BC, was back 
on Feb. 19, drawing a major crowd, 
that at times seemed on the verge 
of rioting. A crowd of hundreds 
watched Runels’ activity while 
other student debated him. Some 
students offered support or encour-
agement to Runels and a couple 
attempted to debate with the debat-
ers, some members of the crowd 
instead hurled insults at both. At 
one point six officers from Campus 
Safety stood between Runels and 
the crowd. Chris Counts, director of 
public safety, was also on hand.

Marketing major, and Eclectic 
Neo Pagan, Patricia Castro was one 
of the more fervent debaters, and is 
critical of Runels’ activities on BC.

“When he first was on campus he 
was somewhat quiet, he was at least 
ignorable. Now he’s created this 
public display and last Wednesday 
it nearly caused a riot,” she said.

Castro feels that the campus at 
large is against Runels and his ac-
tivities. Particularly because she 
feels that he has been disrespect-
ful to other religious groups. “He 
directly told a group of Catholics 
out there that the Roman Catholic 
Church is an abomination from the 
pit of hell. Now, if he had attacked 
my religion that way, I’d likely get 
mad at him. I’m fairly certain about 
half the people out there, if they 
thought that they could get away 

with it, would probably try to attack 
him physically.”

Richard Shriver, a former veteran 
of the army and Marine Corps from 
1988-’92 and ’93-’06 respectively, 
also spoke out against Runels that 
Wednesday, specifically about how 
he believes Runels was talking 
about veterans and other groups.

“He has the right to do what he’s 
doing, but he does not have the right 
to belittle people or make them feel 
small,” said Shriver.

Shriver thinks Runels is caus-
ing undue problems on the campus 
and distracting students from their 
courses and school activities.

“[Students] don’t need the stress 
of someone telling them that they’re 
going to hell,” he said.

Shriver says that his involvement 
with Runels began on that Wednes-
day when he overheard Runels talk-
ing about gay people.

When he engaged with him he 
says that Runels started to comment 
on the military.

“One thing he said is that us mili-
tary guys are murderers. We’re not 
murderers. We’re saving them from 
what could happen in the future.”

Shriver says he believes that 
Runels has the right to speak as he 
wishes, but judging others shouldn’t 
be tolerated. “I don’t think its right 
for people to come up here and 
judge people and make them feel 
worse then they are. They’re college 
students they need to concentrate on 
what college is doing for them.”

Runels denies he called veterans 
murderers, and in an email said 

Tempers flare, cool in Free Speech area
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Patricia Castro (Center) was one of the more verbal students while Runels was preaching.

Parking lot construction starts off slow 

that he had been misinterpreted by 
rumors. Runels had this to say on 
review of his own audio and video 
recordings. “After [Shriver] stated 
that he fought for my right to speak 
freely I reminded him that Jesus died 
so that he could have eternal life. He 
went on to say that who was I to say 
Jesus was the only way. I pointed 
to scripture. John 14:6, Acts 4:12 
and through the conversation it was 
revealed by his very own words, ‘I 
hate everyone.’ I reminded him that 
in 1 John 3:15 says, ‘Whoever hates 
his brother is a murderer, and you 

know that no murderer has eternal 
life abiding in him.’ This is to say, 
because of his admission to hate ev-
eryone I pointed out that it qualifies 
him as a murderer and no murderer 
has eternal life abiding in him. Also, 
I was careful to make this clear that 
it was his hate for others, not the 
fact that he served in the military.”

Runels went on to say that he 
does not harbor any ill sentiment 
towards the military. “I have many 
family members that have served 
and even some that are still serving 
along with some friends and I deep-

ly respect their sacrifice to protect 
the rights that we have already.”

He also said that his goal is to 
spread the gospel and not debate 
emotionally as he says some stu-
dents tried to. 

Runels says that those who wish 
to know more about his mission or 
ask him questions may go to Psalm-
51ministries.org

In contrast to that day’s activi-
ties, when Runels was on campus a 
week later on a rainy Feb. 26, there 
was a much smaller crowd and no 
shouting incidents.

RIgOBERTO LOPEz / THE RIP

A crowd of over 100 people gathers around Nathaniel Runels as he preaches on Feb.19. The following week it was back to being calm in the Free Speech area.

By Elizabeth Fernandez
Reporter

Bakersfield College passed its 
most recent accreditation evalua-
tion with “flying colors,” said Nan 
Gomez-Heitzeberg, executive vice 
president of BC’s academic affairs.  

A community college’s accredi-
tation is evaluated by a peer-based 
visiting group from around the state 
of California and granted by the 
federal government; accreditation 
determines whether community 
college courses are of equal and 
standardized academic value – in 
other words, if a college is not ac-
credited, other schools, such as the 
university a student plans to trans-

fer to, will not accept units unless 
they are coming from classes with 
matching content. 

“Our students are not required to 
take other courses, because we’ve 
met the standards,” said gomez-
Heitzeberg.

To further the explanation of 
what accreditation is, the vice presi-
dent added, “Accreditation is the 
process used to verify agreed upon 
standards … and that our college is 
providing programs and services 
dedicated to improving and meet-
ing student needs.”

  She said that basically, it is meet-
ing our school’s mission statement, 
which students can find on the front 
of the BC catalog.

 gomez-Heitzeberg also added 
that BC is part of the AACJC ac-
creditation region and encouraged 
the use of its website to find out 
more.

Another factor students may not 
take into consideration when re-
garding the issue of accreditation 
is that it affects financial aid. The 
federal government does not grant 
financial aid to schools that do not 
meet standards, which, for some, 
may add on to the importance of BC 
keeping a “clear-report,” free from 
sanctions – things that the school 
needs to improve. 

“This time we did, we did, how 
should I put it? We were magnifi-
cent!” proclaimed the vice presi-

dent.  She said that BC affirmed its 
report with flying colors and there-
fore would not need a follow-up un-
til fall of 2015. 

The follow-up that semester will 
mark three years – halfway into the 
most recent six-year accreditation.

In regard to BC’s assessment and 
accommodations she said, “We def-
initely improved. We did extraordi-
nary, we exceeded standards.”

“It is not unusual for a school to 
receive recommendations,” she said, 
explaining that BC received eight 
accreditation recommendations in 
the 2012 accreditation study.

Something in particular that the 
vice president mentioned was that 
the accreditation committee was 

impressed with BC President Sonya 
Christian for her engagement in the 
community, involvement with agen-
cies and outreach programs, such as 
maintaining a “President’s Blog,” 
which she highly recommends and 
encourages students to look up. 

As far as the visiting group goes, 
both Christian and gomez-Heitze-
berg have been invited to be a part 
of accreditation committees for 
other southern California commu-
nity colleges. Members are chosen 
based on faculty expertise, and they 
can view it as a courtesy or an ob-
ligation.

gomez-Heitzeberg added, “We 
try to be as understanding as pos-
sible.” 
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By Rigoberto Lopez 
Photographer 

The first thing that comes 
to my mind when there’s 
a crowd is that controver-

sy is sure to come. When 
an individual is giving a 
speech on a subject that 
people feel very passion-
ate about, things can get 
out of hand.

Religion is one subject 
that can get people fired up. 

Religion can turn someone 
into a completely different per-
son, mostly because people be-
lieve that what they are saying 
is right. Their opinions get in 

the way of their actions. 
On Feb. 19, Nathaniel 

Runels drew a huge crowd, 
which caused people to ex-

press their feelings toward him to 
which he replied back in bible 

verses, which, from what I 
saw, people weren’t too 
happy about.

What I saw was peo-
ple having side conver-
sations and arguing on 
a subject that should 

have been spoken about professionally. Runels 
causes people to turn against each other and made 
people have deep conversations on what they don’t 

fully understand. I’m not saying that I’m an expert 
on the Bible. That’s why I stay out of the conversa-

tions. It only takes one person to take it too far. 
It starts out as preaching, but it could end up into 

people fighting. Runels needs to spread his word in a 
better way than just 
yelling at students. He 
needs to go to individu-
als rather than individ-
uals going to him. He 
needs to see that yell-
ing verses isn’t going 
to get people into the 
Bible, but rather turn 
people away from it. 

People in different 
religions go door-to-
door to spread the word 
of God and others invite 
people to their church-
es to listen to what the 
pastor says.

When he draws a 
crowd, he’s gathering 

a mixture of people who do and people who do not believe in religion, 
which can occasionally cause uproar. Mixing people with different per-
spectives on religion is never good.

Most of the people can’t stand when they are being talked down to, 
which causes them to speak up even louder. People are born into different 
backgrounds and are grown into believing things differently.

I grew up in a religious background and was 
never told to go out and shout bible verses to peo-
ple. I was taught that people have different ideas 
on who God is and that we should respect their 
opinions rather than judge them.

My opinion in all this is that people need to learn how to respect one an-
other on their beliefs because no one really has all the answers on God.

There are so many religions out in the world that tell us different things, 
but only you are entitled to believe them or not. Even with all the bible 
verses that Runels is preaching about, only you that can come up with the 
decision of whether you believe he is right or not. I believe that people need 
to be better at discussing religious conversations, because we get nowhere 
if people just shout it from a spot in any given area.

By Sharida Rejon
Features Editor

As I stand in the middle 
of a gigantic circle sur-
rounded by people in the Free 
Speech area, I hear all kinds 
of profanity and negative 
comments being yelled at a 
young man in a bright orange 
shirt that reads “Jesus rebukes 
those He loves,” who is talking 
about God and the Bible.

In case you are unaware of 
what is happening at Bakersfield 
College every Wednesday, Nathan-
iel Runels, a former BC student and a preacher 
from The Church of Calvary Chapel, comes to 
the campus to attempt to “save the lost” and 
exposes people to the word of God. 

Recently, reactions from students have 
escalated, and from what I can hear while 
standing in the area surrounded by what 
seemed like hundreds of people, most of 
these reactions being voiced are negative. 

But is this guy really causing a disrup-
tion on campus? 

One of the people who yelled at 
him a couple of weeks ago com-
plained that she is tired 
of the sight of him and 
she expressed that she is 
not happy that she has to 
hear him while she has to 
walk to class. I also heard 
other people state “he’s 
only doing this for atten-
tion.”

It’s simple. If certain peo-
ple complain that he is just 
standing in the middle of the Free Speech area and shar-
ing his religious beliefs 
solely for attention, 
then why are these same 
people standing around 
him and giving him the 
attention that, according 
to them, he is seeking?

If these people really 
believe that this weekly 
ruckus is a waste of time, 
then they should keep 
walking, mind their own 
business, and let the peo-
ple who are interested in 
what he has to say lis-
ten to him. Unless he is 
physically blocking the 
door to your class and hinders people’s ability to go on with their school 
day, then one really does not have a valid reason to be complaining 
about his presence in a public area. 

I have also heard people say that it is in his right to say whatever he 
pleases, but that they also have this freedom. As a result of this belief, 
the profanity and negative comments that I mentioned earlier occurred. 

While all people have the constitutional right to speak their mind – 
and yes, this took place in the Free Speech 
area on campus – this is when common cour-
tesy comes into play. 

Having the freedom to say what is on your 
mind, does not mean that it is acceptable to 

deliberately disrespect someone in front of hundreds of people, make 
signs with the message that everything he believes in is fake and mock 
him behind his back. 

After all, he is a human being, and we all deserve to be treated with 
respect, regardless of our personal beliefs. 

The real disruption on campus is not the young man standing on a 
small step stool preaching about his beliefs. In reality, the nuisance is the 
discourteous crowd that gathers around him exhibiting negativity.

PRO CON

An area 
for all to 
respect 
and enjoy

Free speech is always taken to 
extremes.

Either someone is very timid 
about their opinions or they are 
very open and verbal with their 
opinions. Bakersfield College 
has a Free Speech area that is 
open to anyone who wishes to 
share an opinion about a cause 
or a topic. 

Many of us have noticed that 
over the past few weeks this area 
has been used for clubs to recruit 
new members, vendors selling 
posters and jewelry, and even as 
a stage to send a religious mes-
sage. 

For the rest of us, do we really 
know where this area is? Why 
does it matter to us?

The Free Speech area is lo-
cated in the grass in front of the 
main entrance to the Campus 
Center. It stretches to the end of 
the cafeteria. Unless it’s a hard-
hitting subject, nobody really 
pays attention to what is going 
on. BC students seem to enjoy 
the area because of the shade the 
large trees provide and the dif-
ferent places to sit, so it really 
doesn’t matter to the most of us 
what is going on out there. 

BC’s Free Speech policy is 
that students, community mem-
bers, or organizations that would 
like to use the Free Speech area 
are required to fill out a permit 
in Campus Center 4, for the use 
of the area.

The best use of this area is 
during club week when many 
clubs set up a table to try to re-
cruit new members or to grow 
interest in their club or upcom-
ing events. The Agriculture 
Club was handing out fruit and 
M.E.Ch.A. members were play-
ing music and dancing in front 
of their table. 

Most tables or individuals go 
practically unvisited unless they 
are flagging you down and don’t 
take no for an answer. 

In-Shape City and Wells Fargo 
uses it every so often to try and 
sign up new members, but they 
do it so often that the people run-
ning the table look bored and un-
interested in being there.

Not everyone is struggling to 
grab attention. One vendor sells 
jewelry and other accessories ev-
ery week, and they seem to have 
a steady stream of customers. 

In the first weeks of the semes-
ter, a crowd has been growing 
around one former student who 
is sending his religious message 
to anyone within close earshot. 
Just last semester, we had a group 
of people with large signs about 
anti-abortion. Those individuals 
seem to attract people for all the 
wrong reasons, but at least they 
are using the Free Speech area to 
their advantage. 

We saw people upset with the 
way these people use the area 
because they didn’t agree with 
their messages. 

You have to remember that 
you have every right to use that 
same area as any other person 
at BC. If you don’t agree with 
their beliefs, then stand out there 
one day and make your message 
heard.

We have a Free Speech area 
for a reason. Remember, free 
speech is a two-way street and it 
should always stay that way.

Staff Editorial

By Robert Mullen
Sports Editor

While most Americans had their 
eyes on the Sochi Winter Olympics 
these last few weeks, I was watch-
ing – well, reading actually – about 
the crisis that has been developing 
in the Ukraine, not for any particu-
larly intelligent reason, but because 
I find the Winter Olympics insuffer-
ably boring.

Some may recall that these trou-
bles began way back in November 
2013, after then-President Viktor 
Yanukovych backed out on an eco-
nomic deal with the European Union 
to snuggle up with Russia. Riots en-
sued and built up during late Feb-
ruary and almost 100 people were 
casualties.

Currently the country is split be-
tween pro-western and pro-Russian 
sympathizers and the issue contin-
ues to ferment, as both Britain and 
Russia have offered financial-aid 
packages to the country, which has 
been gripped by economic instabil-
ity since the global recession.

Ukraine now has an interim 
president, Oleksandr Turchynov, 
who seems to be in a mutually sup-
portive relationship with the United 
Nations, while in Russia, Putin’s 
administration claims that this new 
government is illegitimate and has 
sent its military into the Crimean.

But is this America’s problem? 
The long and the short answer is no, 
not right now.

It’s clear that Putin wants to es-
tablish a new Russian bloc, and ab-

sorbing Ukraine is the keystone that 
such a plan would rest on. However, 
Russia can never again gain its for-
mer Soviet Union level of power or 
influence. Its chief rivals now are 
the other Eurasian regional powers, 
the European Union, China, and In-
dia.

Russia won’t be a world super-
power, but it can certainly dominate 
in Europe. While it lacks the popu-
lation and rapid growth of China or 
India, Russia does have the capabil-
ity to mobilize its military industry 
and resources to stand toe-to-toe 
with the EU. 

The Ukraine issue may very well 
decide which of these two powers 
will become the main player in Eu-
ropean politics.

If Americans want to get huffy 

and demand that we intercede, then 
maybe we should realize that be-
tween the EU and Russia, there isn’t 
much of a difference. 

Neither are bedfellows with us, 
and neither truly follows the same 
ideologies that we do.

Ukraine is certainly a European 
issue. 

Its fate may tip the balance and 
geopolitical map of Europe, but the 
days of the world being a satellite to 
that continent are over. 

America should be far more in-
terested in our own economic is-
sues and those of our most powerful 
trade partners in Asia. 

We needn’t worry over what is 
rapidly becoming a backwater re-
gion of the world.

Ukraine crisis is not America’s problem

Free speech is a two-sided issue

IllUSTRATION BY BERNIE REJON



By: Amber Hayden
Photographer

Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias brought down the 
house at a packed Rabobank Arena on Feb. 21.

Even with starting the show late, which was 
the first stop of his new tour, the audience chant-
ed for Iglesias.

Prior to him taking the stage, there were 
three comics that had acts before him, but 
even so the crowd chanted, “Fluffy, Fluffy, 
Fluffy.”

Iglesias came running out on stage 
and explained that Bakersfield was the 
first stop on his new world tour, and 
that he would not be performing any 
of his old material, unless the audi-
ence showed that they demanded it – 
given there was time after his act.

Unlike his other specials, which 
have been aired on Comedy Central, 
Iglesias went into more detail of his 
personal life.

He brought up his son Frankie, 
which most fans know is actually his 
girlfriend’s son, but he has adapted to 
calling Frankie his after being in his life for the 
past eight years. He joked that if Frankie didn’t 
want the world to know about his life, then he 
shouldn’t do things that Iglesias could use in the 
show.

Iglesias told the audience that over the past 
months he had realized that him and Frankie have 
been on this parallel line, and that Frankie did a 
lot of the same things he did as a kid. The most 
recent example involved Frankie’s dad wanting 
to come back in to the picture.

He went on to talk about his own father who 
he hasn’t spoken to in over 30 years, and joked 

that if his dad had wanted to 
see him he could buy a 
ticket to his show. 
To Igle- sias’ sur-
p r i s e , his father 
d i d just 

that, showing up one night with a ticket in hand 
to see and speak to him.

For those who knew how much his mom meant 
to him, he brought up her death and how it has af-
fected his life. He joked that if she were there, 
she would still be showing audience members 
the “road to success,” as she put it.

He even went into the reasons of why he had to 
lose the weight that he has, explaining that after 

discovering he had diabetes, he made the con-
scious choice to get healthy because his doctor 
explained to him that he would only live for two 
years if he didn’t. 

Even with all of his personal life out there, 
I found myself having a deeper respect for his 
strength and the willpower it would take being 
on the road 46 weeks out of the year for his tour. 

Yet I still found myself laughing so hard I was 
tearing up when he finally started into his 

routine on stage. I can’t remember laugh-
ing that hard at anything in my life.  

I look forward to the next time he is 
in town so I can go see him again, until 
then all I can say is keep up the good 
work Fluffy! You are doing an amaz-
ing job.

His best friend Martin Moreno 
came up to entertain the audience with 
his own comedy act. He had the crowd 
laughing, including myself, with 
just his random comments and hon-

esty about himself. His jokes centered 
around women, alcohol and drugs.
After Moreno was done Lance Patrick, a 

former Bakersfield High School student and 
newcomer to Iglesias’ tour, joined the stage. 

His act was a little more off color, sticking to 
more gay jokes then anything, which could be 
seen as somewhat offensive to those who aren’t 
a fan. 

Alfred Robles, the last comic out before Ig-
lesias, was slightly dry in his comedy and not 
someone I had ever heard of before. Despite the 
few jokes that I didn’t find that funny, he still had 
a couple of jokes that made me laugh.

If you go to the left and up nar-
row staircase, to the left, you have 
the second floor that hosted, easily 
100-plus attendees. The best part of 
the club, to me, was the decor on the 
second floor, the main dance floor. 
I loved the black-and-white check-
ered tiles and the high, vaulted ceil-
ings. However, the staircase was too 
narrow, and carpeted. The top floor 
didn’t have one trashcan in view, 
nor one I could find while looking 
for a place to throw my beer bottle 
away. 

The music was the usual sounds 
that blare out of any club down-
town, and I was not pleased with 
that. I thought the music selection 
kept Club 21 from being original or 
one of a kind. I was hoping to get an 
atmosphere that was different from 

the kind I was used to, but, to be 
honest, other than the looks, I felt 
like I could have been in any other 
Bakersfield nightclub.

The music that was played was 
the same type of music you can 
listen or dance to at any nightclub 
downtown. I was expecting dance-
appropriate music that the radio 
doesn’t play, and that we don’t hear 
often.

No one wants to hear ’90s music 
that is played out, and especially at 
what is suppose to be a new and hip 
establishment. I felt the music is the 
most important thing to make the 
club different from others, but with 
the music selection there was very 
little interest of people wanting to 
dance. Most people milled around 
in herds and fewer danced.

I suggest that club gets a better 
music selection, a strict dress code 
for both men and women, and beer 
or shot specials. Or, at least keep 
your domestics reasonably priced, 
preferably lower than your com-
petitors.

Also, as a note for all Bakersfield 
nightclubs, it is those in attendance 
that make the final measurement of 
an enjoyable nightclub. Until there 
can be class and respect for each 
other, we, as attendees, will suffer 
from the same old same.

Club 21 failed to impress me. 
I will not be visiting again, unless 
the issues that I mentioned are ad-
dressed, but that might just be wish-
ful thinking.

Commentary
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By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter

The homeless population has 
reached record highs throughout 
Kern County. Of those home-
less, only those participating in 
censuses, shelters and receiving 
financial assistance are actually 
being documented. 

It is untold what the true num-
ber of those without a home 
really would be. Eighty-seven 
percent of the homeless are 
adults, and 13 percent children.

There are many reasons that 
people can become homeless. I 
used to think it was always be-
cause of substance abuse. That 
is the leading cause, but poverty, 
foreclosure issues, and our econ-
omy in its downfall may all be 
contributors. Fifty-seven percent 
of those counted in Kern County 
as being homeless, or 568 peo-
ple, have reported use of some 
sort of substance abuse.

People that are homeless are 
stereotyped, and are often mis-
understood or judged, unfairly. 
A student who we will call by 
her initials to protect her privacy, 
JH, said, “Being homeless is not 
so fun. Everyone thinks that you 
have to be on drugs. I never did 
anything to anyone. I’m not do-
ing drugs.”

JH could be your fellow class-
mate, and you would never know 
she was going through the strug-
gles of being without a home. As 
students, it is our responsibility 
to give back to our community. 
The area of helping homeless 
people is often overlooked and 
only addressed at peak moments 
like holidays or days of really 
extreme weather.

“We take the small things in 
life for granted,” said student 
Debra Ramirez. “Not everyone 
is so fortunate to have some-
where warm or comfortable to 
sleep.”

The hardships of college life 
alone are enough to hit a student 
financially, let alone room and 
board. Although some students 
get financial aid, a lot of students 
do not. Our financial aid assis-
tance would be one of the many 
resources a student could use in 
order to find a place to live. Kern 
County offers numerous chari-
ties, including the Kern County 
Homeless Collaborative, which 
targets homeless people in the 
city as well as the remaining 
county.

Donations and volunteers are 
needed in the collaborative and 
are always welcome. You can 
look online at the events calen-
dar and see the different areas 
that volunteers are needed. For 
more information, you can email 
homeless@kernhomeless.org. 

As for students attending 
Bakersfield College, there are 
numerous programs in effect to 
cater to the students who are go-
ing through financial hardships. 
We have the SGA food pantry, 
which passes out nonperishable 
food baskets to those in need. 
It is located right between the 
bookstore and cafeteria.

There are programs that work 
in conjunction with the Human 
Services Department, which will 
help you with book vouchers, fi-
nancial assistance, free tutoring 
and mentoring. 

Next to financial aid is the 
job placement area to help you 
apply for work and even assist 
you with building a resume. To 
the right of both the financial aid 
and job placement centers are 
the EOP&S offices. At EOP&S 
you can sign up through your 
case worker from Human Ser-
vices department, which gives 
grants for book vouchers and as-
sistance, GET bus passes, men-
toring and tutoring.

Never get discouraged, even 
if you are homeless, because 
there are people willing to help 
you. As for the students hearing 
about this for the first time, get 
involved in your community. It 
is up to each individual to make 
the changes that are needed.

By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter

This weekend, I went to the new-
ly opened Club 21, which opened in 
February at 2022 Chester Ave., on 
the corner of 21st street.

I would have to say there are def-
initely mixed emotions about the 
new club. 

From the opening weekend, up 
until actually visiting the club my-
self, I had an opinion already formed 
from those who had attended. Men 
who have attended were excited for 
the go-go dancers, but everything 
else fell flat. The women I spoke 
to either loved the place or hated it, 
with no real middle ground.

Carley Miller, a former Bakers-
field College student, said, “It’s like 
the INK Club, in a larger space. 
There is the same music, same peo-
ple, except more ‘ratchet’ and more 
ghetto. I like the Padre. It’s classy 
and unlike being in the rest of Ba-
kersfield night clubs.”

She added, “The Padre doesn’t 
charge for water…they do here, al-
most five bucks.”

When I asked the security how 
they felt about working for the club, 
they were sure to point out a lot of 
upgraded security versus other es-
tablishments. One of the security 
guards pointed out that each person 
had an earpiece, a high-tech walky-
talky, and some were even armed.

Once you are carded, pat down 
– for the males – and pay the $10 
cover charge, you can see the in-
side of the first floor. As soon as 
you walk in, strategically placed is 
a go-go dancer. If you walk to the 
right, there is a fully-stocked bar. I 
found the prices of beer, $4.75 for 
a domestic bottle, were a bit pricey, 
yet not priced any higher than other 
nightclubs downtown.

“It’s bigger, but that is just more 
room to pile in more people. Securi-
ty is an issue, regardless how many 
security guards are there,” said stu-
dent Ray Page.

By Elizabeth Fernandez
Reporter

“First Generation” follows four 
American high school students as 
they graduate and become the first 
members from their families to go 
to college; it’s a film most Bakers-
field College students can relate to.  
Two of the students featured are 
from Kern County, which literally 
brings the film closer to home.

The documentary is a real eye-
opener as it reveals that 74 percent 
of four-year institution populations 
are made up of students from high-

er-income backgrounds, while the 
lower barely make a mere 3 percent 
of that up. An extensive amount of 
lower-income students, as it turns 
out, are discouraged from even ap-
plying to “bigger” schools because 
they think cost will be too high.

This film does superbly at illus-
trating and getting points across that 
will let viewers know there are more 
opportunities available to them. And 
unlike the kids in the film, they’ll be 
a little more aware of their options.

Mind you, the film doesn’t give 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
apply for affordable college, but it 

does expose the struggles the stu-
dents faced.

There is something in each of the 
four journeys that you will surely 
be able to relate to. They are all so 
different and yet ultimately bare 
similar burdens that plague the first 
generation college student.

Our families either can’t afford 
or can’t support us, and even when 
they do, a lot of times they just don’t 
know how. 

I believe this film would be of 
huge benefit to our community if 
we began showing it in our high 
school programs as well.

It is rather unfortunate BC had to 
pay a fee for each showing. Other-
wise, the film might have had a lon-
ger exposure time for more students 
to attend.

BC estimates that nearly 80 per-
cent of students and faculty – that’s 
right – are first generation. The film 
is not only pertinent to us, but also 
did what I expect any good docu-
mentary to do – raise awareness in 
regard to its topic.

Club Review

Show Review

Fluffy returns and this time it’s personal

First Generation: a film students can relate to

Club 21 is no blackjack after opening Homeless
numbers 
reach  
new high

IMAGE  PROvIDED BY GOOGLE

The recently opened Club 21 is located at 2022 Chester Ave., on the corner of 21st street. 

Movie Review

IMAGE PROvIDED BY GOOGLE
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’Gade Feedback                                                                                         “What colleges do you want to see play each other in March Madness?”
Compiled by:
Richard J Peterson
The Rip

Sky Seay,
Journalism: 
“I would like to 
see Duke and 
Syracuse play.”

Richard 
Villanueva, 
Child 
Development: 
“I want Louisville 
and Kansas to 
play.”

James Vaughn, 
Kinesiology: 
“How about 
Florida and San 
Diego.”

Max Juarez, 
Criminal Justice: 
“North Carolina 
playing UConn.”

Tylor Wiggins, 
History: 
“I want Florida 
and Georgia to 
play.”

By Robert Mullen
Sports Editor

The Bakersfield College softball 
team hosted five Southern Califor-
nian colleges at the 2014 BC Clas-
sic tournament on Feb. 22-23.

BC went 1-3 in the tournament, 
losing its first game to Mount San 
Antonio College 11-0 on Feb. 22, 
before beating Moorpark College 
12-9.

BC managed only one hit, put up 
by outfielder Amanda Bundy. Mt. 
SAC ending up 4-0 in the tourna-
ment, beating Cypress College 4-3 
that evening, and beating South-
western College 20-4 and College 
of the Canyons 4-1 the next day.

That evening BC beat Moorpark 
which had just come off an 8-4 loss 
to Southwestern. Fourteen hits were 
made by the Renegades that game. 
Third baseman Brenna Vasquez 
and catcher Madalyn Arambula led 
the way with three runs each. First 
baseman Katie Hoffman and pitch-
er Brooke Quiddam each had four 
RBI, and Arambula also had three 
RBI.

BC held a lead in each inning, 5-3 
in the first, 9-4 in the second, and 

10-6 in the third. BC didn’t score 
in the fourth inning, which allowed 
Moorpark to close the gap to one 
run but failed to answer two runs in 
the fifth inning.

BC played Southwestern on Feb. 
23 and lost 13-2. Catcher Vanessa 
Moralez hit a home run, which also 
got center fielder Bailey Graham a 
run in the sixth inning. The game 
was 6-0 until the sixth when BC 
scored its only two runs and South-
western scored seven. Southwestern 
lost to Cypress 16-7 and was 2-2 for 
the tournament.

BC’s final game was a 19-11 loss 
against Cypress.

The Renegades took an early 6-1 
lead in the first inning, but gave up 
eights runs in the second leaving 
the score 9-8. The third inning saw 
Cypress score four more runs while 
BC only made two, and the fourth 
saw Cypress score another five runs 
leaving BC 11-18.

Moralez and Vasquez each had 
a homerun; Moralez also had three 
RBI. BC had 16 hits, one more than 
Cypress. Cypress beat Canyons 
7-2.

Co-head coach Ryane Peterson 
was pleased with her team’s per-

By Daniel Ojeda
Reporter

After returning home for one 
game on Feb. 18, the Bakersfield 
College baseball team played a 
three game series against Golden 
West.

The home game against Cerro 
Coso was a 10-4 victory by the 
Renegades. Every BC starter con-
tributed with at least one hit and 
seven starters also had an RBI. 

Cole Hallum was one of the main 
contributors for BC adding in three 
hits and also driving in three runs. 
Erik Williams also chipped in with 
two hits while driving in two runs. 
Jake Verdugo added two more hits 
while driving in a run. 

The BC offense exploded for 10 
runs and 13 hits, which were all sea-
son highs.

Cerro Coso pitcher Joseph Marti-

nez was taken out of the game after 
only three innings after giving up 
eight runs and walking four. 

Feb. 20
The Renegades were on the 

wrong end of a back and forth con-
test as they fell to Golden West 5-4 
in walk-off fashion. 

The scoring started early for BC 
as they put up two runs in the first 
inning. Erik Williams had a run 
scoring single and Zach Tanner 
stole home on a double steal for the 
runs. 

Golden West tied the game in 
the third after an error allowed 
the runner on first to come all the 
way around the bases to score. BC 
would take the lead in the sixth on a 
run scoring double by Williams, but 
Golden West was able to capitalize 
on another BC error to tie the game 
in the bottom of the eighth inning. 

In the ninth, Rolando Martinez had 
a run scoring single to once again 
give BC the lead at 4-3. After an er-
ror by the BC pitcher put runners at 
second and third with none out, BC 
was able to get the next two batters 
out. That brought up Golden West 
batter Andrew Yazdanbakhsh who 
singled to drive in both runs and 
give Golden West the 5-4 victory.

Eddie Torres and Rolando Marti-
nez each had two hits in the game, 
including a double by each. Erik 
Williams had three hits in the game 
and two RBI. 

Feb. 21
The Renegades fell to Golden 

West College for the second straight 
day. Golden West scored three un-
earned runs in the bottom of the 
ninth to rally past BC 7-6. 

Five of BC’s runs came in the 
fifth inning as they sent nine bat-

ters to the plate. Cole Hallum got 
the scoring started with a two run 
single, Zach Tanner singled to bring 
in the third run of the inning. The 
highlight of the inning was a two 
run home run by Erik Williams that 
gave BC a lead of 6-2.

But that was it for the offense as 
the Golden West bullpen shut BC 
down the rest of the game. Golden 
West started to chip away at BC’s 
lead scoring runs in the sixth and 
eighth inning before completing the 
comeback in the ninth.  

BC pitcher Allan Winans pitched 
eight innings while striking out five 
batters. Rolando Martinez had three 
hits for the game, also scoring from 
third on the front end of a double 
steal. Hallum and Tanner each had 
two hits for BC. 

Feb. 22
After losing two straight games 

by walk-offs, the Renegades were 
able to win the last leg of the three 
game series against Golden West by 
a score of 2-1. 

Golden West scored early in the 
first inning, but that would be the 
team’s only run.

BC pitcher Cole Hallum was on 
point the rest of the game as he went 
the distance pitching a complete 
game while giving up one run and 
striking out four. Hallum also had 
a single and scored BC’s first run 
in the fourth after stealing second 
base.

After the steal, Erik Williams 
would single to drive in Hallum and 
tie the score. 

BC would take the lead for good 
in the sixth inning with Eddie Torres 
scoring from third on a wild pitch. 

Next up for the Renegades is the 
conference opener against LA Val-
ley March 4 at BC. 

By Elias C. Ahumada
Reporter

The Bakersfield College men’s 
soccer club began the season on 
Feb. 23 with a 3-0 win at Bakers-
field College against the cross-
town CSUB Coyote Soccer club.

The Renegades are playing in 
the West Coast Soccer League 
Association in the Central Divi-
sion. The Renegades must place 
amongst the top two teams, in a 
five game season, in order for a 
high ranking. 

“Our first game people were 
nervous…people were making 
mistakes left and right,” said Saul 
Ortega, who is captain and team 
founder.

Maybe after a few more practic-
es and games under their belt, the 
Renegades can get into a rhythm 
that will carry them for the rest of 
the season.

Saul sounded optimistic with the 
outcome of the first game saying, “I 
think the first 10 minutes everyone 
was nervous…but then after that, I 
don’t know, everything changed…
players started communicating, a 
lot of great communication, a lot 
of good passes, I don’t know, I 
have to say the team played pretty 

hard for this first win.”
The Renegades played their sec-

ond game at BC on March 1. On 
this rainy day the Renegades were 
routed to the tune of a 5-0 loss to 
the UCLA men’s soccer club.

“We needed more pressure, 
more talking out there, more com-
munication, it was a tough team,” 
said Rafael Diaz who plays the left 
wing position for the Renegades. 
“I think we were a little more 
scared of the name [UCLA] than 
we were of the players,” said Diaz. 
The Renegades were pressured the 
entire day having to play more de-
fense than offense.

The Renegades went into the 
half down 2-0.

Head Coach Justin Finch told his 
players at the half, “Our formation 
looked very scrambled…also, our 
outside mid’s and outside backs 
were having a hard time with their 
outside mid’s and outside backs.” 
Finch said.

“They were able to put two 
quick goals away in the first half 
and we had to chase the game from 
then on.” 

When asked if the weather had 
any effect on the poor play by his 
team, Coach Finch refused to use 
the weather as an excuse but did 

say, “…it just looked like we had 
a harder time with it.”

One adjustment Coach Finch 
says the Renegades need to make 
before its next game is on the mid-
field.

“Midfielders working in trian-
gles so we can get the ball to our 
outside mid’s and to our striker 
and linking from there so we can 
get forward much quicker than we 
were today.” 

“This is only our second game 
together we had a good week last 
week [Feb. 23]…obviously UCLA 
is a little more established club 
team and obviously it’s shown how 
we played compared to their play, 
but luckily we have three weeks 
off that we will be able to work on 
certain things.”

The team looked like it couldn’t 
get any offensive rhythm going in 
the entire first half and it seemed to 
carry on into the second half. The 
lack of communication looked like 
it had a huge impact on the game 
and perhaps that can change dur-
ing the Renegades bye week com-
ing up. 

The Renegades will have the 
next three weeks off before they 
host CSU Northridge’s soccer club 
on March 22. 

Softball looks 
to league play 
after BC Classic

RIGOBERTO LOPEZ / THE RIP

Infielder Alex Avila prepares to swing against Moorpark College during the Feb. 23 tournament.

formance, though she was sick and 
only watched the game. “Overall, I 
think we had less big run innings. 
The games were at least closer. We 
had more hits, we didn’t let people 
out hit us by a big margin and the 
scores stayed closer,” she said. 
Cypress was the best game in her 
opinion. “The Cypress game was a 
close one and Cypress is someone 
that beats up on pretty much every-
one and last year they beat us pretty 
bad. That game was pretty close, 
and we’ve actually never scored 
that many runs against Cypress.”

On Feb. 27 BC hosted Ven-

tura College and lost 5-4. Moralez 
had another homerun and two 
RBI. The game remained close 
throughout, with both teams trad-
ing runs. In the sixth inning the 
score was 2-2, but in the seventh 
Ventura managed to edge out BC’s 
two runs with three of its own. 
Peterson says that her girls are solid-
ifying their skills with these games 
and prepping for league play.

“Part of what we need to work 
on is walking; our pitchers cannot 
be giving that many walks. We’re 
learning how to hit better, but our 
pitching needs to be there too, so our 

defense is doing well and our hitting 
was high, and there’s always going 
to be those high and low points, but 
we’re learning how to bring it all 
together a little better. We need to 
bring everything together, we can’t 
expect to win games if we’re getting 
out hit, on the other hand we are hit-
ting well but we can’t win games if 
we’re giving walks.”

BC currently sits at 3-8 this sea-
son with their last pre-league game 
against Allan Hancock College on 
March 4 before their first league 
game against Antelope Valley Col-
lege on March 6.

BC baseball 1-2 against Golden West College

Soccer club 1-1 after first two games
By Daniel Ojeda

             and Robert Mullen 
Reporters

 
The Bakersfield College swim 

teams competed in their first West-
ern State Conference meet of the 
season. 

The men’s swim team finished in 
second place with 59 points behind 
LA Valley with 82 points.

In the men’s 1,000-yard freestyle, 
Cristian Serrato finished first with a 
time of 11:44.60.

In the 100-yard freestyle, Chance 
Marchini won the event with a time 
of 50.14. Spencer Kerwin finished 
first in the 100-yard backstroke 
with a time of 1:00.98. Kerwin and 
Marchini were half of the men’s 
200-yard medley relay team that 
finished in second place with a time 
of 1:47.62.

Serrato was also part of the men’s 
400-yard freestyle relay team, 
which finished in second place with 
a time of 3:37.42.

The BC women’s swim team also 
finished in second place with 49 
points also behind LA Valley with 
90 points.

The women’s swim team had 
Shelby Bayne finish first in the 
200-yard freestyle with a time of 

2:09.32. In the 1,000-yard freestyle 
events Paige Richardson finished 
second with a time of 12:18.70. 
Ashley Foster also finished in sec-
ond place in both the 100-yard free 
style and the 50-yard freestyle. Fos-
ter, Bayne and Richardson were all 
part of the women’s 400-yard free-
style relay team that took second.

Next up for BC is the Cuesta In-
vitational on March 6-8.

TENNIS
The Bakersfield College men’s 

tennis team played its second match 
of the season against L.A. Pierce 
College on Feb. 25, losing 7-2.

Number two player Tim Roe won 
his singles match 6-1, 4-6, 6-3, and 
number four Jesse Fonseca won his 
singles match 3-6, 7-6, 8-6.

Men will play Ventura College on 
March 4, and then will play three 
away matches at Glendale College 
on March 11, Reedley College on 
March 15, and LA Pierce College 
again on March 18, before return-
ing home on March 25 to play Ven-
tura College.

The women’s tennis team has 
been suspended, and former assis-
tant coach Estefania Limpias has 
taken over the entire tennis program 
as head coach.

Swimmers take second
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By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter

The Bakersfield College women’s 
basketball team closed the season 
with a close 63-60 loss against An-
telope Valley on Feb. 22, but coach 
Paula Dahl and returning players 
are hopeful for next season.

Nakia Page scored 22 points and 
had 13 rebounds for the Renegades. 
Freshmen Claesey Tarver and 
Leigha Moland also had outstand-
ing games in the struggle for the 
win. Tarver had a 13-point game, 
and Moland finished with 17 points 
and had seven rebounds.

Dahl said that the three girls 
generated the “the heart of our of-
fense.”

BC finished 13-14 overall and 3-9 
in the Western State Conference.

Beyond obvious consistency is-
sues, the team remains positive 

about next season. 
“I felt this year’s team faced many 

challenges and stood up to each one 
of them,” Dahl said.

Players that were redshirted this 
season expressed their enthusiasm 
toward becoming a factor on the 
team next season.

Paige Robinson is thrilled to be 
coming in next year.

“Our freshmen leaders were 
beasts out there. I love the level of 
competition,” she said. 

Injuries plagued the women’s 
team this season.

Makenzie Odle worked exrteme-
ly hard to play  through a knee and 
ACL injury. She tore her ACL and 
injured her meniscus early in the 
season.

“I’m going to work really hard to 
get back to playing,” Odle said, “I 
am having surgery on March 5th. 
It’s four months before I can try and 

run again. I’ll be hard at therapy to 
get to [play] before that, though.”

Dahl, impressed by Odle, refers 
to her as “Mack,” saying, “She 
started the season with a possible 
season ending injury and came back 
and played great for us. Mack’s in-
tensity was key to our success, then 
the day before our last home game, 
she tore up her knee and goes into 
surgery.” 

Dahl thanked her sophomores for 
their “total team effort,” stating, “It 
was fun to watch this year’s team 
learn and grow.”  

Dahl thanked Odle and Linda 
Ramos: “Mack and Linda Ramos 
brought amazing intensity.”

Giselle Flores was said to have, 
“pulled down huge offensive boards 
when we needed them,” and Dahl 
noted Elisa Baca as the player who 
“ran our point.”

Dahl concluded by saying, “These 

four sophomores brought depth and 
strength to our team.”

Two of the top three players for 
the team were named to the WSC 
All Conference First Team: Page 
and Moland. Tarver was a WSC All 
Conference Honorable mention.

Dahl said she was “thrilled that all 
three players were acknowledged 
for their hard work and sacrifice.”

Roosebrooke Hunt was also key 
to the freshman class, as Dahl men-
tioned how she “provided huge 
steals and great rebounding” for the 
team.

“We start back with spring ball 
and will be meeting with each indi-
vidually starting next week. I never 
know who will start or be playing 
until the next year starts.

“I am excited to start concen-
trating on next season, I can’t wait 
to see what the future holds,” she 
said.

By Elias C. Ahumada
Reporter

The season has come to an end 
for the Bakersfield College men’s 
basketball team as the team failed 
to make the playoffs. 

The Renegades end the season 
sitting sixth in the Western State 
Conference South with a division 
record of 3-9 and 13-14 overall. The 
Renegades went 3-7 in their last 10 
games, including an 83-70 loss to 
Antelope Valley in the final game 
of the season Feb. 22. In that game, 
Corey Mitchell scored 30 points for 
BC. 

“Well our conference is extremely 
tough, there were four teams includ-
ing us that went into the conference 
with really strong records, and two 
teams that came into the conference 
with not so strong records and those 
two teams played pretty well,” said 
coach Rich Hughes. 

With 11 returning players from 
this season’s squad, Coach Hughes 
believes the future looks bright for 
the Renegades.

Hughes discussed his expecta-
tions from the beginning of the sea-
son, saying, “We wanted to have a 
winning record in the pre-season, 
which we did. We wanted to con-
tend for the conference title, which 
we didn’t,” Hughes continued, 
“and we wanted to get into playoffs 
which we didn’t. Those were three 

simple goals that we set.” 
Hughes described the teams 

chemistry as “very good” and “they 
were a good team to coach.” 

When asked about the strength 
of the team, Hughes responded, “At 
times our defense was really good, 
and at other times it was just aver-
age.”

The Renegades were blown out 
in only one game the entire season 
and that game was against Glendale 
on sophomore night, Feb. 15.

Hughes and his coaching staff’s 
top priorities during the off-season 
are to recruit in order to fill in the 
vacant spots, and getting his pro-
gram ready for next season during 
spring training.

“There are a large amount of lo-
cal kids in the high school ranks 
that we are going to try to hopefully 
get up here to BC.” 

When asked to sum up the season 
and give the team an overall grade, 
Hughes said, “I think we were aver-
age, we were a C.

“We had opportunities to get into 
that B range, but it just didn’t work 
out … our conference was just ex-
tremely tough.” 

The Renegades finished just one 
game under .500 and will have 
a core of returning veteran play-
ers that have played a full season 
together, which should make the 
transition into the next season a lot 
easier. 

Men’s basketball finish under .500

BERNIE REjON  / THE RIP

Corey Mitchell scored 30 points and had seven rebounds 
against Antelope Valley during BC’s last game on Feb. 22.

Players look forward to next season

By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter

The Bakersfield College 
women’s track and field team 
had several strong efforts at the 
WSC in Ventura on Feb. 21.

Alicia Torres of BC did well 
in three events, including a first 
place. Torres placed first in 
the shot put with a measure of 
11.76.

Torres won third place in the 
discus throw, with the distance 
of 34.73, and third place in the 
hammer throw, with the distance 
of 30.60.

Although there weren’t any 
other high individual marks for 
the women, the women’s teams 
did well in the team events on 
the track.

The BC women placed first in 
the 1,600 sprint medley, with a 
group time of 4:15.45.

The BC women also placed 
second in two events: the 4x400 
relay the women had a time of 
4:07.21, and the 4x800 relay  
was completed with a time of 
10:02.91.

The BC men’s team managed 
to place in one event during nine-
event the meet. The only man to 
place third or higher was Deion 
Louden, who ran the 400-meter 
hurdles run in 58.80.

The WSC North Track and 
Field was held at Bakersfield 
College’s Memorial Stadium on 
Feb.  28 at 1 p.m. This meet’s 
stats were unavailable at the time 
of publication.

The next meet scheduled is the 
BC Relays which will be held at 
BC on March 7. BC will travel 
to Fullerton College on March 
15 and again to Antelope Valley 
College for the AVC 5-way meet 
on March 21 before retutrning 
home to host the WSC Inland on 
March 28.

WSC 
relay 
win for 
women
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Black Gold Productions just opened its 15th-annual run 
with “When In Rome…,” a comedic musical, in order to raise 
funds for cancer research and cancer patient support.  

According to Stacey Briceno, the director of the show, 
“When in Rome…” is a fresh concept to the troupe and the 
show offers a variety of music that people are sure to enjoy. 
Briceno, who has been a cast member of Black Gold Produc-
tions for eight years, is directing her fourth show for the or-
ganization.

“This is an all-volunteer group. Everybody has day jobs,” 
said Briceno. “None of them are really actors on the side, so 
it’s just a passion that they have to do something fun and raise 
money for a good cause.” 

Black Gold Productions originated 15 years ago with a 
group of six employees from Aera Energy who took an act-

ing workshop, which later culminated into a show. After they 
unexpectedly raised money, they decided to donate it to Relay 
for Life. Now an official non-profit organization with more 
elaborate performances, and with a primary mission to fight 
against cancer and “celebrate life with laughter,” Black Gold 
Productions has raised approximately $430,000 for cancer re-
search in the past 14 years, which they donated to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, making their Relay for Life team a top-ten 
team in the annual event. 

This year, they are supporting the Kern County Cancer 
Fund, a local patient support organization.

“The Kern County Cancer Fund is a start-up organization, 
and we decided they might need a little horsepower to get 
started,” said Mike Handren, CEO of Black Gold Productions 
and the business and technical director of the show.

“The show itself will be worth about $20,000 to $25,000, 
which will be our contribution to the Kern County Cancer 
Fund,” he said.  “A number of performers have had a family 

member die from cancer, or survive it, so we are really big on 
fighting against cancer.”

In addition to helping with the battle against cancer, perfor-
mances of “When in Rome…” will also benefit a local schol-
arship fund.

“We are a joint team with the American Petroleum Institute, 
we teamed up about seven years ago,” said Handren. “They 
are the ones who handle all the house arrangements, food and 
bar, and the proceeds from their activities go to the API Schol-
arship Fund. They are also a sponsor of our show,” he said.

According to Briceno, Black Gold Productions has yearly 
returning audience members.

“We have regulars. There are people who are generally here 
year after year supporting us,” she said. 

“When In Rome…” opened on Feb. 28 and will have its fi-
nal performances on March 7-8 at 7 p.m. at the Woman’s Club 
of Bakersfield. Tickets are $20, which includes a dinner, and 
are available through their website www.BGP-show.com.
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Charlie McKay and Stephanie Lewis return for their fifth 
performance with BGP  in the musical “When in Rome...”

BERTIN ROdRIGuEz  / THE RIP

Tyler Rowley, Anissa Tabaka, and Chris Selzer deliver comedic lines  during a performance of  
BGP’s “When in Rome...” Proceeds from the show will benefit the Kern County Cancer Fund. 

BERTIN ROdRIGuEz  / THE RIP

Mike Handren plays Senator Altilis, the antagonist of the story.
Handren is also the technical and business director of the show.

BERTIN ROdRIGuEz  / THE RIP

Chris Selzer and Stephanie Lewis portray Gladius and the princess in BGP’s “When in Rome...”
SHARIdA REjON  / THE RIP

Jean Peters and Chris Selzer get ready for the gladiator games.  

when in Rome...

SHARIdA REjON/THE RIP

 BGP’s “When in Rome...” offers a variety of musical numbers to please a variety of audiences. 
The show will have its final performances on March 7-8 at the Woman’s Club of Bakersfield.
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