
By Mario Saldaña
Reporter

The Cerro Author program, the 
annual event sponsored by the Ba-
kersfield College library in which an 
author comes to campus, was held on 
Oct. 25-26. The program started with 
a donation from Delores Cerro in 2007 
and made it possible for students, staff 
and faculty to listen to authors from 
around the world.

 The author invited to speak this year 
was Andy Weir, the author of “The 
Martian,” which The New York Post 
called “the purest example of real sci-
fi for years.” The book was a hit and 

was quickly adapted 
to the big screen in 
2015.

Marci Lingo, a 
retired BC librarian, 
introduced Andy 
Weir, who spoke 
at BC three times. 
While speaking to 
a packed audience 

in the Fireside Room on Oct. 26, Weir 
talked about the book, the science of 
it, how it came to be, and gave some 
insightful tips on how to become a bet-
ter writer.  

The book was a huge success, not 
only to people who love space or as-
trophysics, but even to average read-

ers who have no clue about space. 
The film featured big names like Matt 
Damon, Jeff Daniels, Jessica Chastain 
and many more. Though Andy Weir 
had so much going for him after the 
publication of “The Martian,” it did 
not come easy for him, or quick, for 
that matter.

“The Martian” is about a man 
named Mark Watney, a Mars astronaut 
who ends up being left behind by his 
colleagues due to a dust storm and has 
to find a way to survive on Mars and 
communicate with Earth to be rescued. 

Weir opened up the discussion with 
the beginning part of his life being 
raised in Northern California by his 
father and mother who were both very 

into science. His father was a physicist 
and his mother was an electrical engi-
neer, so he knew he was going to be 
some kind of nerd as he grew up.

Though Weir loves space and admits 
he is a nerd for it, he prefers the idea of 
space travel and spaceships rather than 
the whole astrophysics of space. He 
really likes the idea of mankind doing 
significant things in space.

His love for science fiction and writ-
ing really came from his father after 
reading his collection of 1950s-60s sci-
fi paperbacks. He loved those books so 
much as a kid, he found authors that 
inspire him today, even though most of 
those books to him now feel outdated.
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By J. R. Hensley
Reporter

If anyone has driven around 
downtown Bakersfield after 
Oct. 2, they may have seen the 
painted trucks on display as part 
of the Bakersfield Museum of 
Art’s project, “Driven by Art.” 
The colorfully-painted fiberglass 
models of a ’50s style pick-up 
truck are to commemorate the 
museum’s 60th anniversary. 

The pick-up was chosen be-
cause it was the typical style at 
the time the museum first opened 
its doors and because it repre-
sented the ideas and industries of 
Bakersfield.

Each of the 33 models are 
sponsored by a local business 
and artists from the Kern County 
area were given the chance to 
display their artistic talents.

David Koeth, 57, professor 
of graphic design at Bakersfield 
College, was given the opportu-
nity to showcase his art, with the 
help of Nano Rubio, for the com-
pany Structure Cast. 

They also provided the con-
crete platforms attached to each 
of the vehicles.

“I chose the Coso petroglyphs 
because Structure Cast is a con-
crete company and petroglyphs 
are on stone. So, I thought it was 
a good combination,” said Ko-
eth.

Petroglyphs are images carved 
into stone by the native peoples, 

By Joshua Fisher
Reporter

Bakersfield College choir di-
rector Jennifer M. Garrett has 
outdone herself with a pivotal 
and breathtaking performance 
during the “It’s a Matter of Life 
& Death” BC College Choir 
and Chamber Singers concert 
Oct. 21 at the Indoor Theater. 

The concert, separated into 
two pieces, first covered no-
table aspects of life with uplift-
ing songs with content that stirs 
awakening, worship, humor, 
chaos, love, family and legacy. 
The second half of the concert 
dived deeply into the aspects 
of death after the intermission 
where the subject matter was 
on sacrifice, peace, pain and 
perseverance.

After the intermission was 
over, the students enjoyed two 
special performances from 
Linda Snoddy, who played a 
powerful piece with her bag-
pipes while a screen behind her 
played through a slideshow of 
angst-ridden pictures.

The other was special guest 
Naomi Rivera from Experience 
Dance Studio, who danced a 
standard-setting dance routine, 
in which she revolved graceful-
ly around a chair that she used 

as a prop for her performance. 
The concert-goers were 

handed programs with the lyr-
ics and titles of the songs. The 
program also had quotes that 
helped define the mood of the 
song, such as the quote for the 
last song before the intermis-
sion “We Rise Again” from 
the famous Southern Baptist 
evangelist Billy Graham: “The 
greatest legacy one can pass on 
to one’s children and grand-
children is not money or other 
material things accumulated in 
one’s lie, but rather a legacy of 
character and faith.”

During the intermission, the 
audience was asked to par-
ticipate in the concert by writ-
ing the name of someone who 
has made a difference in their 
life on a place card. White 
placecards were used to honor 
people who are still living and 
black place cards were used to 
honor people who are no lon-
ger with us, but still live on in-
side the heart. 

While the audience was en-
couraged to do this, they also 
were able to engage in the lives 
of the members of the Bakers-
field College choir and cham-
ber singers by reading the place 
cards of the people that have 

‘Martian’ author lands at BC
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The trucks “Bounty” by Ali Vaughn (front) and “CALI49A” by Jorge Guillen (rear) are located at the intersection of 
Eye Street and 18th Street in downtown Bakersfield.  The trucks are part of a display at the Bakersfield Museum of Art.

‘Driven by Art’ brings color and 
whimsy to downtown Bakersfield

J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

“Rock Art” by David Koeth sits at the entrance of the Bakersfield Museum of Art.

typically picturing life or items 
of import at the time. The Coso 
petroglyphs are located within 
China Lake and Ridgecrest. 

Koeth worked with petroglyph 
expert Alan P. Garfinkel to make 
sure that the art he was creating 
was authentic to the Coso tribe. 

“I put the big horn sheep all 
around the sides because they 
were important to the Coso peo-
ple, and one of the most used im-
ages,” said Koeth.

Koeth also added a little 
whimsy to the accuracy by re-
placing the typical truck gun 
rack with a set of “atlatl” that 

were once weapons used by the 
desert peoples.

In addition to Koeth, other BC 
faculty and alum have participat-
ed with the project. 

Adjunct art professor Cam-
eron Brian has his work adorn-
ing a vehicle adjacent from the 
entrance to The Mark, restaurant 
and bar, on 19th Street. 

However, his truck, which fea-
tured a small peak of oranges, 
has since been vandalized and no 
longer carries any cargo.

Former BC students Liz 
Sherrwyn, Jose Lumas, and Lor-
rain Paz have added their indi-

vidual styles as well.
The trucks will be in their cur-

rent locations until the January 
6, 2017, at which time the busi-
nesses that purchased the models 
will take possession of them or 
they can donate them to the city, 
which will put them on perma-
nent display on the Westside 
Parkway.

Currently, 12 of the business 
have donated their pieces. Ko-
eth’s “Rock Art” is one of the 
donated pick-ups. 

A map to each of the installa-
tions is available on the Bakers-
field Museum of Art’s website.

‘It’s a Matter of 
Life and Death’ 
awes the crowd
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Jennifer Garrett joins in on the choir concert that she 
conducted. Please see page 10 for more choir photos.

Andy Weir

 Please see MARTIAN, Page 6

 Please see CHOIR, Page 6
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How to 
live with 
anxiety

Life Hacks: Tips to dealing 
with the typical busy life at BC

Veronica Morley

If you have questions on balanc-

ing your busy schedule, send your 

questions to Veronica at 

ripmail@bakersfieldcollege.edu

I have suffered from anxi-
ety officially for four years, 
however, I can remember 
having anxiety and panic at-
tacks since I was eight years 
old. It’s not always easy to 
explain how 
these at-
tacks start or 
how to iden-
tify them be-
cause there 
are many dif-
ferent types 
and many 
different reasons. I can only 
explain what anxiety is like 
for myself.

The earliest anxiety attack 
I can recall was when I was 
eight years old. My parents 
had divorced and custody bat-
tles seemed to take place ev-
ery few months. For me, the 
stress of being told to choose 
which parent you want to live 
with and why was too dif-
ficult to comprehend at such 
a young age. At the time, an 
attack would cause me to hy-
perventilate and the only way 
I knew to control it was to sit 
in my closet until it calmed 
down. Something about the 
dark and quiet space helped 
me to relax.

Over the years I’ve learned 
more about myself and my 
anxiety. Now I can easily 
tell when it starts acting up 
or how to calm myself when 
an attack starts. I’ve also 
learned more about the con-
dition itself and helped com-
fort others who struggle with 
the condition. Unfortunately, 
there are still a lot of people 
who do not understand anxi-
ety.

From my experience, those 
who have never experienced 
long-term anxiety and don’t 
understand it usually just 
write it off as stress. I have 
been told by dear friends that 
my anxiety was not real and 
I was just not coping with 
stress well. 

Before I understood my 
condition, being told this 
would send me into a com-
plete internal frenzy. On the 
outside, I would just com-
pletely shut down. Nowadays 
if someone says my anxiety is 
not real for whatever reason I 
just move on and remind my-
self not to turn to that person 
in times of stress again.

If you are ever in the po-
sition where someone trusts 
you enough that they are will-
ing to open up to you about 
the struggles they deal with, 
please, I beg of you, do not 
take that lightly. Anxiety is a 
real condition. It is extremely 
difficult to deal with.

One of the hardest things 
about anxiety is the fact that 
it is internal and it takes so 
many different forms. To 
some people, an anxiety at-
tack can look like an asthma 
attack where breathing be-
comes rapid but you can’t 
seem to actually get air. 
Sometimes it results in com-
plete silence. It’s not that the 
person has nothing to say, but 
they physically cannot find 
the strength or capability to 
say anything. Sometimes it 
can result in complete fear 
with no explanation. 

Those are just a few ex-
amples of anxiety that I have 
experienced with myself and 
with others.

As college students, we all 
deal with stress. We all know 
what it’s like to feel anxious 
about deadlines, grades, mon-
ey, etc. Now imagine feeling 
that stress everyday but with 
no explanation why. That’s 
how it feels to deal with anxi-
ety. You can’t always give a 
reason, sometimes it’s just so.

Secret Service agent tells his story

By J. R. Hensley
Reporter

On Oct. 27 and 28 the Bakersfield Col-
lege drama club got into the Halloween 
spirit with a series of holiday inspired 
one-act plays.

The show began with a musical dance 
number to the catchy tune of “ Shia LeB-
eouf,” which included performers Ryan 
Lee and Evan Alvarado performing the 
lyrics to the song. Immediately follow-
ing were a few games of improvisation, 
which included freeze tag, emotional 
party, chain murder, Doctor Emotional 
and 185. Both performances were unique 
unto themselves, thanks to the audience 
suggestions and the ability of each of the 
participating actors.

The best of the games played was 185, 
where the actors had to come up with the 
most excruciating pun according to what-

ever person or thing was suggested by the 
audience. One of the most suggested was 
Trump, but whether the actors didn’t hear 
them or chose to ignore them on the first 
night’s performance is unknown.  How-
ever they weren’t able to dodge the sug-
gestion the second night and spouted their 
impromptu jokes following “185 Trumps 
walk into a bar and the bartender says...”

The first of the scripted plays was 
“Creatures,” written by Jane Abbot. A 
young engaged couple’s relationship 
comes under the microscope when the 
truth about the groom-to-be’s secret is re-
vealed that he is a werewolf.

From there it’s one revelation after an-
other, when the werewolf, played by Jesse 
Castaneda, discovers his fiancee has been 
smoking, hoarding chocolate and hiding 
the fact that she is an alien. Although, 
even with all of the secrets the two accept 
each other for who they are and live hap-

By Kyle Cortez
Managing Editor

John Roberts, a Secret Service 
agent, spoke to Patricia Smith’s 
Introduction to Criminal Justice 
class about his experiences as a 
Secret Service agent and what it 
takes to become a Secret Service 
agent.

Roberts’s office is located in 
Fresno and he is the resident 
agent in charge, which means 
he’s the man responsible for the 
Fresno district. The Fresno dis-
trict encompasses eight counties. 

He explained why the Secret 
Service was initially created in 
1865 for the purpose of inves-
tigating counterfeit currency. 
About one-third of the currency 
in circulation at the end of the 
Civil War was counterfeit. He 
also explained the dual mission 
of the Secret Service: investigat-
ing financial crimes, and provide 
protection for our leaders.

Roberts said he became in-
terested in the Secret Service in 
the fifth grade. He found a copy 
of The Bakersfield Californian 
in his Bay Area home that was 
dated Nov. 22, 1963 with a story 
about John F. Kennedy being 
murdered. There was a picture of 
a Secret Service agent trying to 
protect Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy, 
and he became intrigued from 
that point on. Roberts has strong 
ties to Bakersfield as his mother 
was born and raised in the city.

“I started working for my law 
enforcement career sitting in a 
room like you are right now; at 
a community college in the San 
Francisco Bay Area called Dia-
blo Valley College taking crimi-
nal justice classes. It was my first 
step and it can be yours too if this 
is something you’re interested in 
doing,” said Roberts.

Roberts joined the Marines 
out of high school and was in 
the service for almost 12 years 
before he got a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice and a master’s 
degree in public administration.

He said that communication 
is a big piece of any job in the 
law enforcement field. He also 
said that an education and solid 
work experience is very helpful 
for trying to get a job in the law 
enforcement field.

Roberts said that halfway into 

his Marine Corps time he tran-
sitioned from a regular military 
policeman to a criminal inves-
tigator. He became a detective 
in the Marine Corps and started 
learning how to investigate felo-
ny-level crimes of a wide variety. 

Roberts said that he’s been 
working in law enforcement for 
around 25 years. He became a 
Secret Service agent back in the 
2000s and he started in a Wash-
ington D.C. field office. 

He worked for the Vice Presi-
dential Protective Division for 
four years. He has been responsi-
ble for security for Dick Cheney 
and Joe Biden. He said one of the 
coolest things that he was able 
to do on the VP detail was that 
he was the limo driver for about 
two years for both Cheney and 
Biden. 

“You have to have more than 
just a driver’s license to drive the 
limo for either the president or 
the vice president. You have to 
go through some vigorous train-
ing. We do this phenomenal ma-
neuver called the J-turn and you 
take a 15,000-pound limousine, 
and it weighs that much because 
of all the armor, and you drive in 
reverse and you spin the wheel 
and you make it go in a complete 
180-degree turn while you’re 
moving and never hit the brake 
and just keep going. One of the 
coolest things I’ve ever done,” 
said Roberts.

“One of the biggest challenges 
I had on the vice president’s de-
tail was the vice president trav-
eled overseas quite frequently 
and I got to travel all over the 
world, arranging security for 
the vice president. We have zero 
jurisdiction overseas. Everyone 
thinks we’re in charge no matter 
where we go, we’re not. So when 
we go overseas and we do what 
we call protective advance in an-
other country, it’s a negotiation 
process. So we go at least two 
weeks ahead of time and work 
it out with the host country on 
exactly what we’d be allowed 
to do and not do. Where you’re 
going to go and how you’re go-
ing to do it. How many guns do 
we bring? Whereas here in the 
United States, I got absolute ju-
risdiction over protecting those 
people. What I say goes. So that 
became a real challenge,” said 

KYLE CORTEZ  / THE RIP

Secret Service agent John Roberts talks about his career and path to becoming an agent.

Roberts.
He then transferred from the 

VP detail to San Jose and worked 
there for about two years. He 
got promoted and moved up to 
their office in San Francisco and 
worked there for three years. He 
got promoted earlier this year to 
Fresno and he’s only been there 
for two months. 

Roberts explained that educa-
tion and work experience are two 
paths to go down if you want to 
get into law enforcement.

“The work experience doesn’t 
have to be in law enforcement, it 
doesn’t have to be in the military. 
Even if you work in the financial 
industry, as a teacher, or as an 
engineer or whatever you want 
to do.

“What we’re looking for is 
someone that has proven them-
selves capable of doing their re-

sponsibilities whatever they are. 
That they’re honest, they believe 
in integrity, they don’t lie, cheat, 
or steal and their bosses and co-
workers have faith in them, that 
they show up to work on time. 
That’s what we’re looking for. 
Can you take on an event and 
fulfill it?

“The other part is you have 
to be a good citizen. You treat 
people with respect and stay out 
of trouble. We need folks that 
aren’t drug users, we need folks 
that don’t cheat or steal,” said 
Roberts.

Roberts also said to verify 
the information that you’ve told 
them, you’re going to have to 
take a polygraph test to make 
sure you aren’t lying. If you 
change one of your answers 
from your application to the 
polygraph test, then you’re gone.

“My advice in any application 
process is, be honest. Tell the 
truth. You want to get that job 
because of your character, not 
because you lied,” said Roberts.

Roberts made sure to mention 
that there are many sacrifices 
that come with this job and it’s 
not for everybody. But he said 
that the good days definitely out-
weigh the bad ones. 

There is one exam that you 
have to take to become a Secret 
Service agent and it’s called the 
Special Agent Entrance Exam. It 
will test some of your math skills 
and it will test some of your 
reading comprehension skills.

“It’s not like the SATs, it’s not 
that hard. If you don’t study for it 
though, then you probably won’t 
do very well on it. It’s a pass/fail 
test. You have to get a 70 percent 
to pass the test,” said Roberts.

Josh (Allan Bexton) spells out his plans for the upcoming holiday to his 
significant other Mary (Bethani Gaze) during “Family: Halloween.”
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The Clown (Nolan Long) stands over his victim Gregory (Jose “Paco” 
Tenorio) explaining why he’s been taken captive during “The Clown.”

One act plays subject 
students to comedy, 
improv and horror

pily ever after.
Drama club president, Cody Fergu-

son, wrote the two plays that followed. 
“Ahoy!” tells the comedic story of John, 
played by Allan Brexton, who works at a 
pirate-themed restaurant that struggles to 
bring the added level of “flare” his boss 
is looking for in his performance. Ulti-
mately, he goes over the top and the pa-
trons to the eatery quickly abandon ship. 
“The Clown,” tells the story of Gregory, 
played by Jose “Paco” Tenorio, who gets 
kidnapped and held hostage by a clown, 
played by Nolan Long. All of the scene’s 
action takes place in a single spot of light, 
leaving the rest of the Blackbox Theatre in 
pitch darkness.

The scene is tense and held well by the 

two performers until the final moment ar-
rives and Gregory meets a quick end.

The final play was “Family: Hallow-
een,” written by Reg and Kathy Autwell. 
Family tells the story of Josh, played by 
Allan Brexton, who is eager to get his two 
significant others on-board for the Hal-
loween festivities. 

However, they are not as keen as he is 
when it comes to dressing up and going 
door-to-door for candy.

Overall, the plays were well written and 
acted. The only bad part was that the show 
played for just two nights. 

Depending on the projects, drama club 
meets once a week in the Blackbox The-
atre (PAC 107) at 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday.
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We have 
image
issues too

J.R. Hensley

The Gay Agenda: Life and 
times of a modern gay man.

I am going to let you in on 
a little secret. A good bulk of 
the gay community is very 
image conscious. I know, 
shocker, but I am sure that 
there are those that will say, 
“But, Josh, all people are.” 
Which is very true, but not to 
the degree that I find comes 
with gay men. 

We can 
be catty and 
cruel, and do 
not think for a 
moment that 
we have not 
analyzed ev-
ery aspect of 
your image and 
picked it apart to fulfill our 
own selfish need to feel better 
about ourselves. Well, I can’t 
speak for all, this is just me. Is 
that not common?

I find much of my fellows 
to be very much superficial. 
I think it’s because in most 
cases I have ever encountered 
like-minded gentlemen is 
on a detached level, through 
gay social apps and websites. 
In most cases those are just 
means to fulfilling a fantasy 
and not so much on mak-
ing life-long attachments or 
friendships (no matter what 
their profile says). However, 
my experience with those 
apps are limited, and my 
exposure to any kind of bar 
scene is minimal if non-ex-
istent.

What little I have experi-
enced has been absolute body 
shame, resulting in ultimate 
self-loathing. 

I am not afraid to say it, 
I hate my body. If I could 
change it I would be emaci-
ated to the point of unhealthy, 
with a gaunt face, because 
thin is more attractive than 
any kind of weight.

This self-hatred is perpetu-
ated by any semblance of a 
gay character in pop culture. 
Most are attractive and thin, 
more than likely ripped, and 
here I sit pudgy and mushy, 
glad that there is a character 
I can identify with, but hat-
ing myself for not being like 
them. 

I am sure there have been 
other shows or movies not de-
picting a gay character in this 
fashion. The only example 
I can think of is a little gem 
named “Happy Endings.” 

“Happy Endings” is one of 
my all-time favorite shows. 
It was well written and not 
given its due credit. If the op-
portunity arises, binge watch 
the heck out of it on Netflix 
or Hulu. 

Other than the strong writ-
ing in the series, it offered 
something new that I had nev-
er seen: the anti-stereotypical 
token gay character, Max. 

He was pudgy, didn’t have 
a lisp, he wasn’t obsessed 
with fashion or the usual 
tropes. He was, for lack of a 
better word, normal. 

For once I saw my com-
plete self-reflected in a fic-
tional character. 

There was one moment in 
the show where the charac-
ters were discussing Max’s 
weight and he described him-
self as “straight thin but gay 
fat,” which is so true. 

The idea of body shame al-
ways seems to be for women, 
but in actuality we all have 
some aspect of ourselves we 
do not like and would change 
in an instant. I think woman 
are just more comfortable in 
discussing it than men. 

Perhaps they think it will 
make them look like they 
care and that would destroy 
the “macho” facade. 

Even though I want to not 
care, I do. I will diet until I 
die, chasing this fictitious 
ideal that I myself have con-
cocted in my head. 

In reality, no one cares how 
I look but me.  

By Zach Sullivan
Reporter

Bakersfield College’s decision 
to bring outside food vendors, 
such as Pita Paradise and Cali-
fornia Hot Dog, on campus has 
become a welcomed alternative 
food source that benefits both the 
students and the vendors. 

Marisol Santiago, an employ-
ee of Pita Paradise, said that she 
was contacted by Eric Sabella, 
manager of Food Services at 
BC, to come on to campus. “Eric 
Sabella from food services. He 
reached out to us and asked if we 
would like to be on campus once 
or twice a week, and we agreed 
to come on Mondays and Tues-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.” 

According to Santiago, Pita 
Paradise’s contract is on a se-
mester basis, and has to be re-
newed each semester. 

Santiago claimed that she 
loves coming on campus to serve 
food. “It’s very nice, it’s totally 
different from being downtown. 
Its busier, especially because you 
have students switching from 
one class to another so you have 
to be quicker, but we love it, we 
enjoy what we do and we have 
good responses from custom-
ers,” she said. 

Santiago said she hopes to 
continue coming on campus for 
as long as possible. 

Bakersfield College student 
Shena Duarte, 18, said that hav-
ing food trucks come to campus 
is a good thing for the students. 
“It’s pretty convenient, and they 
have really good choices of food. 
It’s pretty cheap too, I really like 
it a lot.” 

Marc Perez, 20, also felt that 
having food trucks on campus 
was a good thing for students. 
“It’s a good alternative place to 
get food, you get variety. You’re 
not stuck with cafeteria food, 
you have options,” Perez said. 

Nichole Simpson, owner of 
California Hot Dog and former 
BC student, said that she was 
also contacted by Eric Sabella 
from Food Services to come on 
to campus. “We were contacted 
by the food department, Eric Sa-
bella. He said that we have a lot  
of students on campus this year 
and that they wanted some ven-
dors from out in the community 
to spice it up a bit and give peo-
ple different options since there 
are so many people and so much 
traffic in the cafeteria,” Simpson 
said. 

Simpson said that like Pita 
Paradise, she also has a tempo-

rary contract with BC, which 
runs until the end of the fall se-
mester. Simpson said that she 
has received tons of positive 
feedback from students during 
her time on campus. 

“Everybody has been really 
excited about the convenience of 
just walking by and grabbing it, 
we’re out here like I said 10-4 so 
we’ve got different periods com-
ing all throughout the day. We’ve 
got gourmet hotdogs so every-
one enjoys the different options,” 
she said. 

Yvette Avellano, 19, believes 
including food trucks on cam-
pus is both a good and bad thing. 
“In a way it’s a bad thing, but at 
the same time it’s a good thing 
because it gives people options. 
The school is definitely going 
to lose money, but at the end of 
the day people have their options 
and that’s up to them if they want 
to eat the cafeteria food or not,” 
Avellano said. 

The Rip reached out to Eric 
Sabella, manager of Food Ser-
vices, for an interview. Sabella 
has not responded as of the pub-
lication of this article. 

Out of 20 students polled 
about whether or not they liked 
having the food trucks on cam-
pus, 18 said yes, and two said no. 

By Zach Sullivan 
Reporter

Following a unanimous de-
cision by the Bakersfield City 
Council, the city will enact 
chapter 5.66 of the Bakersfield 
municipal code, which deals 
directly with food trucks.  The 
ordinance details the city’s rules 
regarding the definition of food 
trucks, application approval, de-
nial, revocation, general food 
vending vehicle requirements, 
food vending vehicle require-
ments in the public right-of-way, 
food vending vehicle require-
ments on private property and 
appeal of a permit denial or re-
vocation.

As stated by the administrative 
report found on the Bakersfield 
City Council’s website, the ordi-
nance was brought about by the 
Community Services Committee 
to discuss issues regarding food 
trucks. 

“On April 7, 2016, the Com-
munity Services Committee dis-
cussed the issues surrounding 
mobile food vending vehicles.  

“At the request of the Commit-
tee, the City Attorney was asked 
to work with appropriate city de-
partments and draft a food vend-
ing vehicle ordinance based on 
best practices, while keeping in 
mind the proximity to brick and 
mortar businesses and vendor 
hours of operations.

“On Aug. 4, 2016, the City 
Attorney presented a draft or-
dinance and PowerPoint to the 
Community Services Commit-
tee. 

“The Committee members 
made several suggested changes 
to the draft ordinance, listened 
to concerns and questions from 
the public and voiced their opin-
ions relative to what they each 
believed should be the hours of 
operation and the distance re-
quirements from brick and mor-
tar businesses. 

“The Committee did not come 
to a unanimous decision on how 
such regulations should read and 

directed the City Attorney’s of-
fice to refer the proposed ordi-
nance to a workshop.

“On Aug. 17, the proposed 
ordinance was reviewed at a 
workshop by City Council and it 
was  determined that the distance 
from brick and mortar business-
es would be 75 feet and that the 
hours of operation would be be-
tween 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. from 
Monday through Saturday and 
between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. on 
Sunday, except in the Commer-
cial Center Zone and the Central 
Business Zone, where hours of 
operation would be between 6 
a.m. and 1 a.m. from Monday 
through Sunday. 

“Council also agreed to staff’s 
recommendation for tables and 
chairs, which is to allow three ta-
bles and a maximum of 12 chairs 
on private property.” 

The first hearing for the pro-
posed ordinance was Sept. 7. It 
was unanimously approved Sept. 
28, and went into effect Oct. 28. 

Each food truck is required 
to maintain a valid Food Vend-
ing Vehicle permit from the City 
of Bakersfield, maintain a valid 
business tax certificate from the 
City of Bakersfield, and main-
tain a valid permit from the 
County of Kern through its Pub-
lic Health Services Department, 
according to section 5.66.020. 
Food trucks can operate in cer-
tain zones designated by the or-
dinance and must park 75 feet 
away from a primary frontage 
for patrons of a restaurant and at 
least 200 feet away from certain 
zone districts.

Food Vending Vehicles must 
park at least 300 feet away from 
the exterior boundary of property 
used and occupied by any public 
playground or park maintained 
and operated by the city or other 
public corporation.

Food trucks cannot serve alco-
hol, cannot have amplified sound 
of loud speakers and must have 
a city code enforcement sticker 
with a number to call and report 
violations.

KYLE CHIDGEY  / THE RIP

BC students wait in line to try Pita Paradise, one of the food trucks invited on campus.

City drafts rules 
for food trucks

BC invites food trucks

By J. R. Hensley
Reporter

David Koeth has been interested in art since grade school.
“It was something I enjoyed, and got good grades in it,” he 

said.
He was originally planning on being a high school art teach-

er, but instead switched over to graphic design.
“You go into the arts, but there is an idea of also having to be 

able to make a living. For me it made sense to do something in 
the visual arts but 
also do something 
that I could sup-
port myself. So, 
that’s how I ended 
up majoring in 
graphic design,” 
explained Koeth.

Koeth gradu-
ated with a bach-
elor’s in graphic 
design from the 
University of Ak-
ron in Ohio.

The summer 
after he graduated 
him and his wife, 
then girlfriend, 
Diana, decided to 
move to Califor-
nia. 

A job at a small 
ad agency is what brought him and his family to Bakersfield. 
He only worked there for 5 months before a position at Cal 
State University of Bakersfield opened up for a graphic de-
signer. 

Koeth worked for CSUB for 20 years, developing the flyers, 
newsletters, or ads to help promote the school.

In 2002 a job opening for a teacher in graphic design opened 
up at BC and he made the switch.

“I’ve been happy as a clam ever since,” he said.
During his time at the BC campus he served as the chair of 

the art department for 8 years.
Koeth has two pieces of his own creations on display at the 

Bakersfield Museum of Art, and another hanging in his office 
that he collaborated with Nano Rubio on. 

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

This semester Bakersfield 
College added a new club, Fit 
Mind Body, to its growing list of 
student organizations. Fit Mind 
Body desires to inspire people 
and create an easily accessible 
and safe environment to students 
and faculty from all walks of 
life.

Founder and club president 
Pablo Cervantes has had hopes 
of creating an organization on 
campus like this for a while now.

“I’ve been wanting to start an 
organization that is accessible 
to all of our college community 
that will provide tools and re-
sources that will empower their 
daily lives,” said Cervantes.

Cervantes notes his upbring-
ing as one of the inspirations for 
making this club. He, like many 
of the student population, grew 
up without many resources. 

He did not know much about 
mental health or physical health, 
which ultimately led him to bat-
tle with depression.

“I struggled with depression 
and anxiety throughout my ado-
lescent years. As a young adult 
I continued to occasionally suf-
fer from depression, but one day 
I stumbled upon this article that 
spoke about meditation,” Cer-
vantes said.

This article about meditation 
would end up changing his life 
for the better. It improved his 
mood, lowered his anxiety and 
just kept him all around stable. 
He credits meditation and yoga 
for helping him remove his nega-
tive self-talk that he had suffered 
from throughout his whole life. 

He also credits gaining knowl-
edge about physical health, men-
tal health, meditation and yoga 
has helped him lose 50 pounds, 

Random 
Renegade

Every issue, The Rip will be
 interviewing a random faculty member at Ba-

kersfield College about hopes and goals.

David Koeth

dramatically lowered his depres-
sion and improved his life for the 
better.

“I’m so much happier than I 
was. I was in a dark place, and 
meditation came just in time to 
save me. 

“When I meditate, man, you 
just get so free. I feel like I con-
nect with the world around me. 
I suggest everyone try it out. It’s 
probably one of the best feelings 
someone can ever feel,” Cer-
vantes said. 

“Meditation helps me focus 
more, and gives me a sense of 
clarity that I don’t think I would 
be able to have otherwise.”

The club is still in its begin-
ning stages, and is still trying to 
gain students’ interest and grow.  
Since the beginning of this se-
mester to now they have gained 
90 members and are eager to 
gain more. 

This club is meant to help all 
students be more successful in 
their education. “We know that 
having a positive education be-
gins with being positive towards 
one’s self first,” said Cervantes.

Cervantes and his team, in-

cluding faculty member Kim-
berly Chen and Danny Trejo, just 
to name a few, want to share the 
tools they have learned by way of 
meditation, yoga, physical health 
and mental health to create a cli-
mate of success all around BC. 

“I want to help those individu-
als that are suffering with similar 
situations because I understand 
exactly what they are going 
through. I want to be that light in 
the tunnel they’re in.” said Cer-
vantes.

Cervantes has done just that 
with his bi-weekly yoga classes 
instructed by Inner BodyWorks 
Yoga in the dance room, and also 
by his beginning meditation ev-
ery Wednesday at 7:45 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room. 

Fit Mind Body also provides 
HIIT interval training instruct-
ed by personal trainer Eryn on 
Thursdays. 

These events are welcome for 
all the Bakersfield college com-
munity to attend. By the end of 
the semester, they hope to have 
a health coach come and give 
speeches to students about men-
tal health.

TOMMY CASTELLON  / THE RIP

BC students take part in a yoga class in the dance room.

Student club seeks to improve 
both mental and physical health
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By Joshua Fisher
Reporter

Bakersfield College Student 
Government Association hosted 
its first Halloween and Mas-
querade Ball on Oct. 29th on 
the BC campus. The event de-
livered sweet treats, roast beef 
sandwiches, a DJ providing the 
hottest musical hits, and to top 
it off, a free Haunted House Ex-
perience in front of the Fireside 
Room by the cafeteria.

SGA was working hard to 
prepare for the event during the 
morning hours for the Ball that 
began at 5 p.m. and went until 
10 p.m. Upon visiting BC, you 
might have spotted the truck that 
delivered a giant Halloween-
themed, balloon arch entrance, 
that invited the guests into the 
cafeteria where the music played, 
and DJ Sammy Schwartz, the of-
ficial DJ for CSUB, was spinning 
the tunes for the Halloween-cos-
tumed guests.

Making your way outside of 
the cafeteria, there were many 
different tables where depart-
ments and clubs set up their 
tables to promote with Hallow-
een-themed games. One of the 
games directed by the Japanese 
culture club was called Yo-Yo 

Tsuri or Balloon fishing. 
In the game, you use a tiny 

hook to try and grab a thick dec-
orated balloon from a kids swim-
ming pool. Those who were able 
to win were rewarded candy. 

MEChA Club was also there 
providing many different col-
ors of free temporary hair color 
spray. 

Members of MEChA ex-
plained that the event was not 
just meant for students by any 
means, but the entire Bakersfield 
community.

Many students brought their 
families to the Masquerade Ball, 
and the event became all the rage 
for the younger children who 
were able to enjoy the snacks, 
the games, and the performances 
that were displayed on stage in 
the cafeteria in-between the DJ’s 
track list. 

During one of the main per-
formances, there was a dance set 
forth by the Theatre Department 
complete with a choreographed 
version of “This is Halloween,” 
the popular song originally in 
Tim Burton’s “A Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas.” 

The dance began on stage and 
made its way into the audience 
and throughout the crowd end-
ing in a traditional masquerade 

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

Last Sunday night, Bakers-
field College welcomed New 
York-based Transylvanian pi-
anist Lucien Ban and Gram-
my nominated violinist Mat 
Maneri. The duo performed 
their 2013 award-winning 
Transylvanian Concert al-
bum. 

This concert was full of 
many different varieties of 
music ranging from Ella 
Fitzgerald to traditional Tran-
sylvanian folk music. With 
this wide range of music, the 
audience was pleased to see 
artists with such variety, es-
pecially since the majority of 
attendees were Bakersfield 
College music students who 
seemed very appreciative of 
the authenticity of Ban and 
Maneri.

During the public talk at 
the beginning, Ban and Ma-
neri played some of their per-
sonal favorites from jazz and 
classical pieces as well. In be-
tween pieces, they gave brief 
reasons as to why they love 
that song, and what it person-
ally meant to them in terms of 
their growth as an artist and 
what it taught them. During 
this section of the concert, 
they also took some time to 
answer audience questions. 
Many were interested in 
Ban’s Transylvanian upbring-
ing. 

“In Transylvania, I was 
heavily influenced by Ameri-
can jazz. I thought it was 
beautiful, and just so freeing,” 
Ban said.

When Maneri was asked 
about his upbringing and 
what ultimately led him to 
jazz, he said that he grew up 
learning classical music from 
his father who was also a mu-
sician. He excelled in learning 
the classical compositions, 
but like Ban, he enjoyed the 
impromptu, freeing, off-the-
cuff nature of jazz.

The two of them exchanged 
funny banter as they began to 
play their own music from 
the Transylvanian concert, 
which they actually recorded 
in an abandoned opera house 
in Transylvania. These songs 
were filled with the impromp-
tu nature of jazz, and a pas-
sion by the artists’ that could 
be seen and felt clearly. Ma-
neri even attempted to create 
his own version of traditional 
Transylvanian folk music.

“I attempted to make this 
happy, but it just ended up 
being sad. But hey, I tried,” 
Maneri said.

The two of them wanted 
the attendees of the con-
cert to have a great time and 
give them an experience they 
could walk away from differ-
ently than they came.

“I want the people to leave 
this with emotion.  I want 
them to listen to these songs 
and feel true emotions,” 
Maneri said. “Too often we 
just let ourselves walk away 
from things without feeling 
anything. So tonight, I want 
people to walk away feelings 
strong emotions whether that 
be sad or happy. I want to 
evoke emotion in them.”

By Mario Saldaña
Reporter

We are close to the end 
of the semester, which 
means some students here 
at Bakersfield College are 
ready to send their appli-
cations to four-year uni-
versities. It seems like a 
stressful thing to do and 

some students get a little 
lost or nervous at this time, 
but on Oct. 24 BC held a 
CSU workshop on campus 
to help with any students 
ready to apply to universi-
ties.BC counselors Mark 
Osea and Marisa Marquez 
gave the instructions at 
the workshop to a room 
full of students who were 

ready to work on applica-
tions. Osea went step by 
step while projecting the 
computer screen on how 
to set up an account on 
CSUmentor.edu, and set 
up a profile where you are 
able to fill out four free 
applications. From there, 
he clicked on a school to 
show how an application 

should be filled out for 
personal information and 
the part every student finds 
hard to do, counting up 
your credits and GPA. 

The workshop gave stu-
dents a better understand-
ing on which credits are 
transferable to a CSU, the 
requirements for transfer-
ring and how to meet those 

goals to get an applicant a 
better chance when com-
peting for a spot.

Questions were also 
answered from students 
who went to the workshop 
about their application 
and the necessary require-
ments to apply to a CSU of 
their choice.

If one ended up miss-

ing the workshop and has 
questions about applica-
tions or how to get started, 
Osea and Marquez are 
available in the counsel-
ing office to meet with 
students Monday through 
Wednesday between 8 to 
10 a.m. with a 10-minute 
review on the application 
process.

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

Last week, the free speech area on 
campus was home to a pro-life group 
trying to spread an anti-abortion mes-
sage to the Bakersfield College com-
munity. They handed out pamphlets, 
brought multiple seven or eight feet tall 
standups covered with pictures of dead 
fetuses, statistics, and research support-
ing their belief that abortion is wrong. 

Their bold approach created an inter-
esting environment in the free speech 
area. Some students openly showed 

their admiration for the group by yell-
ing “Yeah!” or by helping them hand 
out pamphlets. Other students supported 
them in subtler ways. 

Kobe Wright, a BC freshman, didn’t 
witness the group when at their peak, 
but he didn’t mind their message.

“I didn’t really get to see them, but 
I am pro-life. I think if you have done 
the things required to make a human be-
ing then it’s not the baby’s fault, so they 
shouldn’t be killed,” he said.

Wright was not alone in his feelings 
about the group. Single mother Bailey 
Moore felt similar.

“Yeah, I saw them when I was on my 
way to then cafeteria. I agree with them. 
I think abortion is wrong. I think about 
it like this. If you can make a baby, then 
you better be ready to take care of that 
baby,” Moore said. “When I was preg-
nant with my son I second guessed 
myself, but looking back if I would’ve 
done that I don’t think I could live with 
myself.”

Around noon, many more people be-
gan to come into contact with the pro-
life group with scrunched up faces at the 
stands ups and rolling eyes when they 
were approached by the volunteers.

A pro-life group set up the same type 
of posters on the BC campus five years 
ago, and things did not go as smooth-
ly. Last time around, pro-life and pro-
choice protestors started to argue with 
one another and some fights nearly 
broke out. This time, Public Safety made 
its presence known while the group was 
on campus, and things were a lot calmer. 
But still, still people did not fully appre-
ciate the way they went about things.

Art student Kayla Faubus felt strong-
ly about the way they went about things.

“I think they have the right to protest, 
but I don’t like the way they’re protest-

ing with the signs. I believe that women 
have a choice on what she decides to do 
with her body,” she said.

“I think that their points are so invalid 
because they haven’t been in the situ-
ation of having to get an abortion. It’s 
something easy to protest by people 
who will never experience that.”

Shanice Watson, a political science 
major, also felt a little uncomfortable 
when coming into contact with them. “It 
made me feel uncomfortable, because 
the last thing you would want to see af-
ter an exam or class at all is a bloody 
fetus towering over you.”

SGA creates 
a Halloween 
spooktacular

Abortion protest sparks controversy among students on BC campus

Duo 
plays 
at BC

VERONICA MORLEY  / THE RIP

Tire foot races took place during halftime at the homecoming football game Oct. 22, which ended the homecoming festivities on campus.

themed dance. Its primary motif 
was to capture the original mas-
querades of the 16th century Re-
naissance. 

During the performance, the 
crowd joined in during song and 
dance, and the DJ made his way 
back to the limelight with more 
music through the night. The 
Haunted House continued to at-
tract guests throughout the night, 
and after, a lengthy line of pa-
trons and their children. 

You enter into a dark tunnel 
provided by the SGA, finalized 
with spooky outfits and the only 
lights come from  the glowing 
red eyes of skeletons and other 
creatures and ghouls. Other than 
that, the only way of navigating 
through the activity was the little 
moonlight that entered through 
the black fabric of the tent. there 
was a steady flow of guests, who 
came if not only for the free 
food, and continued to arrive all 
throughout the night, even up un-
til the end of the event at 10 p.m.

 At the end of the night, many 
of the guests who attended met at 
the ball to make their way to the 
other Halloween-themed events 
and parties planned for the rest 
of the Saturday night. 

Left: Leola 
Force (left), Jean 
Rheiner (center) 
and Lawrence 
Salcido gather 
in the Campus 
Center to 
socialize off of 
the dance floor.

Below left: A BC 
student shows off 
her costume at 
the Masquerade 
Ball.

JAMES MACIAS  / 
THE RIP

Workshop prepares students for transferring to CSUs

Homecoming shenanigans
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Kristin Figreroa, 
“No one 
because we 
suck.”

Emily Saravia, 
22, “Hillary 
Clinton just so 
I don’t have to 
vote for Trump”

Gildardo Garcia, 
18, “I would 
choose Hillary 
because at least 
she doesn’t 
want Mexicans 
out of the 
country.”

Jacob Lucas, 
18, “I would say 
Obama for a 
third term.”

Jose Aguilar, 
18, “I would 
choose a rock.”

Renegade Events

By J. R. Hensley
Reporter

On Oct. 21, Lady Gaga re-
leased the album I have been 
waiting for since I finally broke 
down and accepted her into my 
life. 

I had resisted for so long be-
cause I thought her songs were 
superficial fluff and her voice 
was, like most pop stars, just as 
fake as the songs.

I discovered that she was in 
fact incredible when I looked up 
some of her clips on YouTube 
singing with just a piano, the 
club beats stripped away. It was 
then that I realized this girl had 
an amazing set of pipes. And 
apart from some of the other 
lamer songs on her first and sub-
sequent albums, she had a level 
of poetry to her lyrics. 

Her newest release, “Joanne,” 
is as incredible as those YouTube 
clips, because it has her voice at 
center stage instead of the poppy, 
techno-like music. 

The cover of the album pre-
pares the listener for the Gaga 
they are about to get. It lacks the 
usual Avant-garde cabaret art she 
is known for. How could anyone 
forget the meat dress?

But just like the cover art 
showing her in profile with a 

‘Joanne’ is Gaga at her best

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

 
This month Ava DuVernay 

and Netflix blessed us with the 
ultra-woke documentary “13th”; 
the movie follows America’s 
mass incarceration epidemic and 
race in the United States crimi-
nal justice system. DuVernay is 
previously known for her award-
winning work on the movie Sel-
ma and her latest project on the 
OWN Network, Queen Sugar. 
Now she can add this documen-
tary to her growing résumé.

DuVernay has said that she 
started working on “13th” after 
she finished Selma. One of the 
main reasons why she made it 
was because mass incarcerations 
were something that she and 
many African-Americans and 
Latinos grew up with. One day 
someone is living their life, and 
the next day they’re in jail. What 
can you do? Well Ava made 
“13th” to spread awareness to 
the public because many people 
don’t actually know about mass 
incarcerations. 

The documentary covers 
many generations, presidents, 
and movements throughout our 
existence as a country, beginning 
with the Emancipation Procla-
mation in 1863, all the way to 
2016 with videos of police vio-
lence victims. At the opening, we 
see a picture of the globe which 
soon highlights America, and 
President Barack Obama speak-
ing in the background. He said, 
“Americans have five percent of 
the world’s population, and 25 
percent of the world’s incarcer-
ated people are here.” 

That was just one of the many 
harsh statistics that we had to 

hear in this documentary. How 
every decade the prison rate 
kept rising by the hundreds and 
thousands, and who was going 
to prison, such as how one in ten 
white American males will end 
up in jail but one in four African 
American or Latino males will 
end up in jail. The movie also 
touched on Nixon’s crime bill 
that was meant to target black 
and hippie communities to tear 
them apart and make them com-
ply. 

“13th” also says that even 
though Nixon started the crime 
bill and the war on drugs, Presi-
dent Reagan is the one who put 
it into action, creating the cur-
rent war on drugs we see today. 
“13th” says that this was target-
ing black and Latino communi-
ties, and tearing their families 
apart. 

In “13th” it also tells us where 
they think the predatory persona 
of the black man was conceived. 
With the film “Birth of a Na-
tion,” and not the Nat Turner 
movie that was just made, but 
the much older black and white 
film, every image of a black man 
(which mind you were all actu-
ally white actors in blackface) is 
almost animalistic in nature, and 
antagonizing white women.

It also touches on how this 
film alone was the reason for the 
rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan, and 
is also where they got the idea 
for burning crosses.

“13th” also delves into the 
current state of America’s race 
problems, and shows the vid-
eos of many victims of police 
violence starting from Trayvon 
Martin going to as recent as 
Philando Castille. This part of 
the film is definitely not for the 

pink hat, her songs are stripped 
away and it is just her. The best 
example of that on the release 
is “Million Reasons,” featuring 
Gaga, a piano, and a guitar.

There has been some discour-
aging mumbling around the net 
saying it is a country album, 
but to call Lady Gaga’s album 
“country” would be insulting to 

her and giving the country sound 
more credit than it’s due. Don’t 
get me wrong, the music of the 
heartland can be good, but this 
album is head and shoulders 
above that genre.  Also, sticking 
it to only one category ignores 
the wide range of sounds that 
this album covers.  

Really the only song that 

could be called country is the 
titular “Joanne.” While for me 
this was one of the weaker songs 
on the album, it is still solid.  It 
brings to mind something Stevie 
Nicks would have sung, and that 
is some high praise.

That is one of the most in-
teresting aspects of the whole 
album, some of the songs pull 
up memories of music past, 
which could be dangerous if not 
done well. But it is. Listening 
to “Come to Mama,” an upbeat 
and fun song telling everyone to 
get along, is reminiscent of the 
Supremes or Lesley Gore. Then 
there is the song destined to be 
the reining champ of karaoke 
nights, “Hey Girl” that features 
Florence Welch, from Florence 
and the Machine, with a bal-
anced duet under a funk sound.

The only downside of the al-
bum is that it is too short. How-
ever, I think that is due to the fact 
it is such a departure from her 
previous records that she very 
well may be treading lightly. For 
some artists, breaking from tra-
dition could be damaging to their 
careers and they spend the bulk 
of their time trying to recapture 
that spark. “Joanne” is definitely 
not that.
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‘13th’ tackles U.S. incarceration

faint of heart because it is truly 
heartbreaking to see the final 
moments of so many people that 
could be your friends or family 
members. Also at the end of the 
film, DuVernay does allude to 
the fact that the next people to be 
targeted by mass incarceration 
are the immigrants as she shows 
videos of many politicians giv-
ing their anti-immigrant rhetoric. 

GOOGLE IMAGES

Also, don’t turn off the cred-
its at the end, as she leaves you 
with happiness and possibilities 
of hope. Overall, this documen-
tary was truly heart-breaking, 
mind-boggling, informative, and 
inspiring. I suggest everyone 
watch it.

News
Renegade Pantry: Daily Bread. The event repeats 

every Monday-Thursday 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. until May 
12, 2017. Bakersfield College has partnered with Pane-
ra Bread to offer free bread to BC students and is first 
come, first serve. Students must sign in to receive ser-
vices. Location: In front of the Renegade Pantry or Of-
fice of Student Life. 

General Election Day: Nov. 8. Polls open from 7 
a.m.-8 p.m.

BC Events
Nov. 2: Vetfest, Veterans Day celebration to honor 

vets in Kern County, Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Lo-
cation: BC Campus open grass area.

Nov. 3: Pizza & Politics, Thursday, 12-2 p.m. Loca-
tion: Fireside room.

Nov. 4: The Struggles and Success of Undocumented 
Latino College Students, Friday, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Guest speaker, Anna Poetizer, will examine and discuss 
the experiences of oppression and discrimination of 
undocumented Latino college students. The event will 
serve regional mexican food. Location: Levan Center.

Nov. 7: UC Application Workshop, Monday, 11 a.m.-
12 p.m. Learn how to apply to a University of Califor-
nia. Location: SS 151.

Nov. 9: Early Web Registration for 2017 Spring Se-
mester begins.

Nov. 10: Bone Marrow Drive - Be the Match, Thurs-
day, 4:15-5:15 p.m. Be the Match is an organization 
focused on educating and recruiting potential bone 
marrow donors. For further information contact Jo 
Saldivar at jsaldiva@bakersfieldcollege.edu. Location: 
SE 51.

Nov. 14: Need Help Writing? Workshop, Monday, 
12-1 p.m.  Location: DST Lobby.

Nov. 14: UC Personal Statement Workshop, Mon-
day, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Learn how to write a Personal 
Statement essay for applying to the UC system. Loca-
tion: SS 151.

Nov. 16-19: 2nd Fall Play Production, Wednesday-
Saturday, 7:00 p.m. General Admission is $10 and $8 
for students, faculty, seniors, and military. Location: 
Indoor theatre.

Nov. 19: Applied Music Instrumental Recital, Sat-
urday, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Applied music students 
will perform recitals in the Indoor Theater. Location: 
Indoor Theater.

Nov. 22: CSU Application Workshop, Tuesday, 2-3 
p.m.  Learn how to apply to the CSU system from BC. 
Location: SS 151.

Nov. 23: Community Movie Night: Suicide Squad, 
Wednesday, 6 p.m. Location: Forum East.

Nov. 28: UC Application Workshop, Monday, 1-2 
p.m. Learn how to apply to a University of California. 
Location: SS 151.

Nov. 30: Open Web Registration for 2017 Spring Se-
mester.

Nov. 30: CSU Application Workshop, Wednesday, 
9-10 a.m.  Learn how to apply to the CSU system from 
BC. Location: SS 151.

Dec. 1: Yard Sale and Bake Sale, Thursday, 10:30 
a.m.-2 p.m. Location: Campus Center Main Stage.

Dec. 2: BC Winter Choral Concert, Friday, 7 p.m. 
Location: SPArC Indoor Theatre.

Dec. 3: Culinary Caroling Dinner, Saturday, 5:30 
p.m.  Culinary Arts & BC Chamber Singers put on a 
fundraiser dinner with caroling. Location: Fireside 
Room.

Dec. 5-8: Free PBJ Sandwiches to Survive Finals 
Week, Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Location: 
Renegade Pantry.

Around Town
Nov. 9: Real Escape, Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The 

event will host ½ hr sessions throughout the day. Res-
ervations are not necessary. Location: Southwest Pub-
lic Library, 8301 Ming Ave.

Nov. 12-13: Bakersfield Comic Con 2016, Saturday 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
is $5 for kids 8-14, $8 15+. Parking is free. Location: 
Kern County Fair Grounds.
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 When he was only 15, Weir 
worked in a laboratory as a test tube 
cleaner, which he liked a lot. Weir 
then joked about working at the lab, 
saying, “I only worked on cleaning 
test tubes. Yeah, I was a straight A 
student, but they didn’t hire me, a 
15-year-old, to become a scientist, 
so don’t think too much of it.”

He started writing science fic-
tion at age 20. His first project was 
“Observatory,” which he said was 
terrible and there was no way any-
one was going to read it. He needed 
a better way to make money, so 
instead of just writing he went to 
school in UC San Diego with a 
major in software engineering. He 
went to school for four years, but 
due to financial reasons he dropped 
out to find a job as a software engi-
neer. Since it was 1994, he found it 
easy to find a job, because the de-
mand was so large. He worked with 
Blizzard on the popular videogame 
“Warcraft 2.”

After having a good amount of 
money, he started writing again and 
worked on three stories which he 
posted chapter by chapter. One of 
them was “The Martian.” He start-
ed getting a lot of feedback and a 
growing fan base due to the story. 
He finally finished it, but people 
wanted Weir to release it as an E-
book to make it easier for people to 
read the book as a whole. He posted 
it and sold it for only 99 cents. 

The book suddenly had a success 
in the market, becoming a top seller 
on app stores and many lists. Even-
tually he had a book publisher to 
help with book sales and soon got 
a movie publisher to help him land 
a deal with Fox Entertainment. The 
film became a hit summer movie 
and was nominated for an Oscar 
and Golden Globe award.

After going through the whole 
process of the book, he then gave 
students a chance to ask questions 
about the book or about him. Many 
students raised their hands giving 
out some great questions about 
back stories, how to write stories, 
what inspires him, and if he has 
anything coming up soon.

influenced their own lives. About half of the 
choir students used white place cards, the 
other half of the choir students used black 
place cards. The cards were set on display at 
the entrance of the indoor theatre. 

Garrett said each of the students dedicated 
the concert to that person on that card. At 
the end of the program there was a section 
called director’s notes. Explaining the idea 
behind, “It’s a Matter of Life & Death.” Just 
over a year ago, Garrett’s mother finished 
her battle with cancer that lasted for seven 
years. Just two hours after she had left her 
mother’s side, she received the call from her 
dad that she had passed. Garrett got the idea 
for the concert that day as she stood in front 
of the College Choir for rehearsal. She knew 
the only way to honor her mother properly 
was through music.

Garrett said her dad, who is from Wash-
ington state and has seen most of her perfor-
mances, would agree with the concert-goers 
that this has been there favorite concert per-
formance so far.

Speaking with some of the students each 
of them definitely had their own outlook 
on what the performance meant to them. 
Humberto Rodriguez who is on his first se-
mester of Choir at BC says that compared 
to his high school experience with choir, he 
was way more in tune with the BC college 
choir. Angela Caffee, who is also on her 
first semester with the college choir, said, “I 
thought that there would be moments where 
we are singing and we impact the audience, 
but after the show I really think that the 
whole entire show impacted the audience 
from beginning to end.”

Markelle Taylor, a third semester student 
with the College Chamber, said that after the 
show that he was on “cloud nine” because of 
the emotional output of the show, and that 
he was extremely happy interacting with the 
audience after the show.  Taylor also said 
he’s excited for the Chamber Singers’ trip to 
Australia coming up next summer.

Each of the students of the choir had some-
thing emotionally unique to give concerning 
their concert performance for It’s a Matter 
of Life & Death and that is what made the 
experience so taxing for some of the stu-
dents during rehearsals. All of the students 
met with their sections and practiced extra 
hours, said Garrett, and working with them 
has been a learning experience in which she 
has grown each year.

By Stephen Underwood
Reporter

Bakersfield will have its ninth 
annual Comic-Con convention 
on Nov. 12-13, starting at 10 a.m.

Comic industry veteran Ste-
ven Wyatt is this year’s director 
and coordinator. The event will 
feature celebrities, video game 
tournaments and an Escape 
Room, which is a trap room that 
participants must find clues and 
objects to free themselves from 
the room. 

The event will also have comic 

panels, including Top Cow Com-
ics, vintage comics, toys, auto-
graph signings, dress making, 
cosplay style outfits and cos-
tumes. “I predict that between 
500 to 1,000 people will be at 
this year’s Comic-Con in cos-
tumes,” said Wyatt.

Among the celebrities in at-
tendance will be Steve Niles, 
who created “30 Days of Night”; 
artist Tim Bradstreet, who has 
worked on covers “The Pun-
isher” and the movie-to-comic 
adaption of the “Crow: City of 
Angels”; Mike Vosburg, who 

has won Emmy awards for the 
“Creep Show” television series; 
and Sergio Aragones, who has 
done art for “Mad Magazine.”

There will be more than one 
celebrity from “Walking Dead,” 
the pro wrestler MVP, and “Flash 
Gordon” star Sam Jones.

Adult tickets to Bakersfield 
Comic-Con are $8 for one day, 
which paying for a single two-
day ticket admits one person into 
the event both days with a one-
dollar discount, or a $15 price. 
Tickets for kids 8 to 14 years old 
cost $5 for one day and $8 for 

two days.
Any child under 8 years of 

age will have free admission. 
Parking for adults and teen driv-
ers will be free. Limited edition 
prints will be given to the first 
500 convention attendees.

Safety and respect will be 
enforced for all in attendance. 
Wyatt said, “There will be no 
alcohol or drugs, and nudity 
isn’t allowed. Attire, especially 
costumes, must be modest and 
decent. This is very family-ori-
ented.”

The rules don’t show any sta-

tistical correlation with ticket 
sales and attendance.

Wyatt mentioned, “Attendance 
has gone up since Bakersfield 
Comic-Con was referenced on 
the television show ‘Big Bang 
Theory.’” Wyatt additionally 
points out, “I moved to Bakers-
field from Sacramento in 2005, 
and when I first moved here 
there weren’t that many comic 
stores around. Scott Hudlow was 
originally supposed to be the guy 
to handle Comic-Con here, but 
he just didn’t have time to do it.

“I have been promoting shows 

since ’79. My first one was in 
Hayward,” Wyatt said. Before 
doing promotion, Wyatt was 
in sales that he started doing in 
1974.

Wyatt now lives in Bakersfield 
with his wife. His house has a 
yard with a Captain America 
shield painted on rocks that was 
made in one day, which has ap-
peared in national news and me-
dia all over America.

This year’s Bakersfield Com-
ic-Con will be held at the Kern 
County Fairgrounds. Ticket and 
raffle sales will go to charity.

By Stephen Underwood
Reporter

Bakersfield College held a Mental 
Health Awareness event on campus on 
Oct. 27.

Multiple tables were set up in 
front of the Student Career Center 
and nearby sidewalk with the intent 
of providing services and educating 
students about mental health, includ-
ing who, what, when, where, why and 
how it affects people and surround-
ings. Tables set up included reps from 
Kern County Vets Service Depart-
ment, Kern County Mental Health, 
Aging and Adult, Bakersfield College 
Disabled Students Program and Ser-
vices, some job placement programs 
and organizations, housing programs 
and organizations and Wounded He-
roes, which does multiple events ev-
ery year.

“A mental illness is a psychiat-

ric illness that causes inefficiency 
to deal with life, and it can involve 
emotions,” said Kern County Mental 
Health representative Victoria Synder. 
Synder also said, “Kern’s one of the 
first services in the state of California, 
we provide fliers and ads for educa-
tion and employment services, and 
we do coaching for getting jobs and 
interviews.”

Kern County Mental Health rep 
Lisa Rodriguez said, “Victoria has 
been working for Kern County Men-
tal Health for nine years, I’ve been 
working for them for 16 and a half 
years, and the organization has been 
around for 22 years.” Rodriguez ad-
ditionally says, “Although we don’t 
legally represent anyone with mental 
illness, Independent Living helps in 
the event that anyone with mental ill-
ness is rejected during proceedings. 
They help with appeals.”

Aging and Adult, however, does 

handle legal matters involving the 
mentally ill. “We do investigations 
and handle reports. This can be from 
anyone with mental, emotional, finan-
cial, or just about any type of health 
issue,” explained Marilee McVey.

Besides outside organizations 
and programs appearing at Mental 
Health Awareness, Bakersfield Col-
lege Disabled Students Program and 
Services pitched camp too, and they 
do accommodations for disabled col-
lege students through applications and 
verification from health professionals. 
Director Terry Goldstein said, “We 
do accommodations on an individual 
basis, which includes testing and bet-
ter environments. Over 1,000 students 
are verified that we know of.”

This is the second annual event for 
Bakersfield College Disabled Stu-
dents Program and Services. They 
also handle individual cases at the 
Delano campus. 

By James Macias 
Feature/Opinion Editor 

The second annual Student 
Leadership Conference orga-
nized by the Bakersfield College 
Student Government Association 
in cooperation with the CSUB 
student union was held in the 
multi-purpose room of the stu-
dent union building at CSUB on 
Oct. 28.

The five-hour event was ex-
tremely interactive and not 
meant for a group much larger 
than 100. 

The primary speakers (Victo-
ria Chan and Angel Garcia) are 
not delivering speeches so much 
as they are engaging the entire 
audience in a very personal, oft-
times extremely animated con-
versation. 

Only the first 100 registered 
students were given the opportu-
nity to pick up a name tag at the 
reception desk.

The conference was presided 

over by one Captain Angel Gar-
cia, 36, of Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
which is the garrison protecting 
the national vault. 

Garcia is a member of the U.S. 
Army currently serving active 
duty.

Captain Garcia’s co-presider 
was Victoria Chan, 26, of At-
lanta. 

During the transitions be-
tween the presentation’s various 
segments, Chan regaled the au-
dience with a series of light an-
ecdotes from her life. 

Most notably, she shared about 
working for movie star Jackie 
Chan as his personal assistant di-
rectly out of college and finding 
the courage to talk to her illustri-
ous new boss about racism. 

The name of this year’s con-
ference was Elephants and On-
ions. 

“The reason we call it el-
ephants and onions is because 
we are trying to call out that ele-
phant in the room and get people 

to express what they really feel 
about it,” Garcia said.  

“And then onions are like 
when I talk about ‘showing up’ 
and what are you thinking as 
your ‘showing up’ it’s about 
peeling back those layers of, you 
know, how you identify others. 
Just really tearing away at those 
layers to get to the root cause of 
why we think the way that we 
think, with respect to how others 
are and how we create this real-
ity of ours,” he said. 

Fitzgerald Graves, 40, SGA 
senator, was on hand to partici-
pate in the conference and gave a 
short presentation.

“These activities reminded me 
that we may come across chal-
lenges or situations where our 
view and our perspective may 
not be welcomed or accepted 
yet that does not minimize the 
respect or dignity that one is en-
titled to,” Graves said. 

Nicky Damania, BC director 
of student life, was called upon 

Fairgrounds to host Bakersfield Comic-Con

SGA partners with CSUB 
for annual conference

CHOIR: Crowd 
enjoys event on 
campus

Mental Health Awareness 
Day educates BC students
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The Mental Health Awareness event gets started on campus on Oct. 27. 

to bring the forum to a close. 
Damania presented a slide show 
depicting the events of this past 
year, from the shootings in Flor-
ida and San Bernardino, to the 
Black Lives Matter movement, 
and the Dresden mosque bomb-
ing in Germany.

“This is our summer of 2016.  
That’s what we have just been 
through. How are we going to 
represent? You are all student 

leaders of your niche communi-
ties. How do we pull together to 
strengthen our full community? 
We need to take the next step. 
No one is going to do it for us. 
Coming to this conference is 
the first step, but what you do 
afterwards will make a stronger 
leader and you will then partici-
pate in defining our society. We 
are here to represent each other. 
We communicate through our 

voices and that communication 
makes actions. Learning about 
social justice isn’t just about 
memorizing the material, it’s 
about translating that back to our 
own communities and helping 
our society move forward. We 
can’t just brush off the wrongs 
in our lives, we must take action. 
We must take responsibility for 
educating others to understand,” 
Damania said.

JAMES MACIAS  / THE RIP

Captain Angel Garcia speaks to the audience at the Student Leadership Conference.

MARTIAN: 
Author talks 
about book
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I’m not happy about my choic-
es this November. For years I’ve 
thought about the ways our elections 
are set up to fail the voter. From big 
money donors, to gerrymandering 
and voter suppression efforts across 
the country, there are so many things 
that need to be fixed about our elec-
tion process, and neither of the ma-
jor parties are interested in doing so. 
This past year has been so full of ups 
and downs that I feel as if I was part 
of a major shift in the way Americans 
think, a shift not reflected in our op-
tions.

I was a Bernie supporter from the 
time he announced his campaign. 
The Democratic Party has failed pro-
gressives for 15 years. The Iraq war, 
the war on drugs, rising inequality, 
criminal justice reform, single pay-
er healthcare, rising tuition, the list 
goes on. I know Hillary Clinton is a 
former Wal-Mart Board Member, I 
know she sponsored the 1994 crime 
bill, I know she takes in millions for 
speeches to Wall St. and I hate these 
things about her. I find it evil that 
she panders to those dismantling the 
middle class and for that I don’t con-
sider her a liberal, she’s a moderate, 
a neo-liberal.

I don’t engage in the politics of 
fear. I didn’t fear Mitt Romney be-
coming president of the United 
States. I didn’t fear John McCain be-
coming president as a middle school-
er, though I understood the thought 
of Sarah Palin being president was 
unsettling. Those men were quali-
fied, experienced public servants 
with sound judgement. And in anoth-
er election, I might refuse to vote for 
Hillary, or vote for Jill Stein, who’s 
platform I agree with more.

But this is an election unlike any 
I’ve seen before. The United States 
of America faces an existential threat 
in Donald J. Trump, a man who does 

not understand the concept of mutu-
ally assured destruction 
and asks why we don’t 
use nuclear weapons. 
A man who wants to 
forcibly deport over 11 
million undocumented 
immigrants to an unsafe 
country. A man who 
wants to kill the fami-

lies of terrorists, an act of genocide. 
A man who does not understand the 
constitution, and disrespects the first 
amendment by barring journalists 
from his events. A man who suggests 
we turn our back on allies that can’t 
afford our protection. A man who 
suggests Vladimir Putin is a stronger 
leader than President Obama, and 
spends his days retweeting neo-Nazis 
and white supremacists. A man who 
suggested he can “do anything” he 
wanted to women, and then a dozen 
women came forward saying he did 
just that. 

And while I do agree more with 
Stein’s platform, and while I prob-
ably could safely cast my ballot for 
her and expect Clinton to take Cali-
fornia, I feel as if doing so would be 
backing down from the choice those 
in Ohio, Florida, Nevada and South 
Carolina are making. And I’m not 
too disappointed about that, because 
while Stein is right on most issues, 
she is inexperienced, she panders 
to pseudoscience and she hasn’t re-
leased her tax returns. I can’t say 
these things about Clinton.

My stomach churns at the thought 
of this man being president of the 
country I love. And yeah I’m tired of 
neo-Liberalism. The 13 million peo-
ple who voted for Bernie Sanders are 
too. But I’m following his advice. On 
Nov. 8, we need to vote for Hillary 
to protect our country from Donald 
Trump. And on Nov. 9, the revolution 
continues.
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By Morgan Park
Reporter

Voting day is fast approach-
ing on Nov. 8 as the Measure J 
committee pushes its resources 
toward informing students of 
what the bond measure will 
mean for Bakersfield College 
in the future.

Communication has been 
sparse in the months lead-
ing up to October, but recent 
weeks have seen table setups 
on campus and a rally in town 
to help make their case to vot-
ers. These events, though, seem 
to have had little effect on the 
average BC student.

Speaking to 40 students, only 
one in four had even heard of 
the bond, and even fewer knew 
the details of what it entails.

The only student who knew 
about Measure J in detail was 
Jeneyda Onofre, 17, who 
thinks the measure is worth 
seeing passed on Nov. 8.

“I think it’d be a great oppor-
tunity to see how [the KCCD] 
handles the money,” she said.

She believes in the projects 
that the measure purports, but 
is cautiously optimistic about 
how many will really get done.

The largest sentiment seen 
were those who had never 
heard of Measure J at all, 
though there were some who 
had some cursory knowledge 
of the bond.

“My professor told us to be 
sure to register to vote by Oct. 
24 and mentioned something 
about a bond for the school, 
but she didn’t really say what it 
was,” said Miguel Munoz, 18.

Eight other students had sim-
ilar stories to Munoz, as they’d 
either been pulled aside by the 
Measure J committee and given 
a pitch, or they recognized the 
name from signs posted around 
Bakersfield.

The number of students who 
had no idea about the measure 
was staggering compared to the 
former (30 out of 40 students 
surveyed), especially given the 
degree of importance the BC 
administration is placing on 
Measure J’s success.

Column

No good choice found in 
the polling booth in 2016
Practical Idealism: Seeking a balance between what can be done and what 

should be done in the political landscape today

Dylan Bryant

By Dylan Bryant
Reporter

The general election is right 
around the corner, and that 
means Californians will have to 
decide whether to pass or fail 
the 17 voter initiatives on the 
ballot. These initiatives range 
from requiring porn actors to 
wear condoms to a referendum 
on whether California state offi-
cials should propose and ratify a 
constitutional amendment over-
turning the 2010 Supreme Court 
decision on Citizens United v. 
Federal Elections Commission, 
often dubbed “Citizens United.” 
In the interest of the reader, The  
Rip has seleceted a few proposi-
tions that deal with students, and 
the youth, for further detail.

The first is Proposition 51. 

The measure would approve $9 
billion in funding in the form 
of bonds for the state to build 
and modernize schools, includ-
ing K-12 public schools, charter 
schools, and vocational schools. 
$2 billion would be designated to 
the community college system’s 
efforts to modernize campuses. 
This would be a huge step to-
ward modernizing our aging ed-
ucational infrastructure, though 
would come with a cost of about 
half a billion dollars a year for 35 
years.

Supporters include Califor-
nians for Adequate School Hous-
ing and the California Building 
Industry Association Issues 
Committee, a lobbying group 
representing developers. Oppo-
nents include Gov. Jerry Brown, 
who argued the measure locks 

in a flawed method of funding 
school renovations. 

Second is Proposition 55, 
which would extend a tax set to 
expire in 2019 until 2030. This 
tax was an increase of about one 
percent to the income tax rate of 
those making over $250,000 a 
year, or a joint income of over 
$500,000. If it fails, the K-12 
education system is set to lose $4  
billion in funding beginning in 
2019, and California is already 
in need of more teachers. 

Proponents of the measure, 
which include the California 
Federation of Teachers and the 
California Teachers Association, 
argue that our schools can’t af-
ford that massive of a cut. The 
Kersten Institute for Governance 
and Public Policy is running a 
campaign in opposition, and the 

San Francisco Chronicle recom-
mended voters reject the mea-
sure.

While the former argues that 
business may “flee” if the mea-
sure is approved, destroying jobs 
in the process, the latter argues 
this form of funding for our 
schools is “too unstable,” and 
that the assets the state has be-
come reliant on could “vaporize” 
in the next recession, leaving our 
schools vulnerable.

Proposition 64, named the 
Adult Use of Marijuana Act, 
would legalize marijuana for 
recreational use in the state of 
California. It would regulate the 
production, distribution, and tax-
ation of recreational marijuana 
sales and allow for adults 21 and 
over to possess, use, and grow 
marijuana with some limits. It 

would also reduce or eliminate 
the sentences of those currently 
in prison for marijuana related 
offenses. This affects our cam-
pus not only because young peo-
ple smoke marijuana more than 
older adults, but because this 
measure is projected to generate 
over a billion dollars of new tax 
revenue every year, and reduce 
criminal justice costs by tens of 
millions of dollars each year as 
well. 

Proponents include Napster 
CEO Sean Parker, who donated 
millions to the effort, as well as 
the California Democratic Party, 
and the California ACLU. Op-
ponents include the California 
Republican Party, the California 
Highway Patrol Association, 
some medical marijuana pa-
tient’s groups, and senator Diane 

Feinstein. 
Lastly, the community will be 

deciding whether or not to ap-
prove Measure J, a bond mea-
sure aimed at renovating the 
infrastructures of the KCCD’s 
schools: Bakersfield College, 
Porterville College, Cerro Coso 
College, and the BC Delano cam-
pus. The bill’s largest sponsor is 
former Congressman Bill Thom-
as, and it has been endorsed by 
local conservative pundit Cathy 
Abernathy. Though the bond will 
cost the county $2.3 billion over 
30 years, proponents argue the 
campuses affected are in desper-
ate need of repair.

Opponents argue we don’t 
need yet another tax, and that the 
KCCD could use the $60 million 
it has in a slush fund to fund the 
repairs. 

California propositions cover many issues

Reporter Dylan Bryant polled 50 Bakersfield College Students on who they would vote for in the 
presidential election. 

Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump

Gary Johnson

TOMMY CASTELLON  / THE RIP

The Bakersfield College gymnasium is one of the buildings that would be renovated with funds from Measure J.

Measure J vital for BC but unknown to its students

Propostions not covered by The Rip this year:

Prop 56: Increases the tax on cigarettes by $2 a pack, which 
would be primarily used to offset health care spending.

Prop 57: Allows parole for nonviolent felons and for juvenile 
court judges to decide if a juvenile will be charged as an adult.

Prop 60: Requires the use of condoms by performers in porno-
graphic films as well as producers to pay for vaccinations, testing 
and medical examination of performers.

Prop 63: Requires background checks to purchase ammunition, 
prohibits large-capacity magazines and establishes procedures to 
enforce laws regarding ownership of firearms by felons.

Prop 65: Requires all money collected by grocery stores for car-
ryout bags to be directed into a fund for environmental projects.

Prop 67: Prohibits stores from providing single-use plastic bags 
without at least a 10 cent charge.

27

19

4
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Football
Cerritos College            0    14    0     7  - 21
Bakersfield College      0    14    7     7 - 28

          Second Quarter
BC - Vickers 4 yd run (Young PAT), 

12:51.
CC - Holmes 8 yd run (Saldana PAT), 

9:27.
CC - Walker 21 yd interception return 

(Saldana PAT), 8:20.
BC - Thind 10 yd pass from De Leon 

(Young PAT), 5:31.
Third Quarter

BC - Vickers 23 yd run (Young PAT), 
9:10.

Fourth Quarter
CC - Holmes 1 yd run (Saldana PAT), 

1312.
BC - Vickers 23 yd run (Young PAT), 

8:55.

First downs
3rd Down efficiency
4th Down efficiency
Total Offense
Comp-Att-Int
Rushes-yards
Passing Yards
Total Return Yards
Penalties-Yards
Fumbles-Lost
Sacks-Yards Lost
Interceptions-Yards
Time of Possession

BC
22

5-11
2-2

402
14-22-2
41-224

178
100

6-56
0-0
0-0
0-0

26:52

CC
20

6-14
0-2

389
12-22-0
43-273

116
80

11-75
4-2
1-1

2-21
33:08

BC 28, Cerritos 21

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing – BC – Vickers 22-191, De Leon 

5-18, Hill 8-8, Gallis 5-8; CC – Holmes 22-132, 
Mitchell 10-96, Hall 8-50.

Passing – BC – Gallis 7-11 94 yds 0 TD 2 
INTs, De Leon 7-11 84 yds 1 TD 0 INT; CC – 
Mitchell 12-22 116 yds 0 TD 0 INT.

Receiving – BC – Tomlin 3-64, Bowman 
3-43, Vickers 4-39, Thind 3-22, Willis 1-10; 
CC – Gasser 4-33, Rosales 2-24, Evans 2-17, 
Crowder 1-15, Chukwumezie 1-11, Hall 1-10, 
Rogers 1-6.

Football
Bakersfield College          0    14    0    12- 26
Santa Monica College      7     0      7     0 - 14

First Quarter
         SMC – Zeb 24 yd pass from Massett 
(Sambugarode PAT), 6:26.
          Second Quarter

BC - Hill 4 yd run (Young PAT), 2:48.
BC - De Leon 8 yd run (Young PAT), 

0:49.
Third Quarter

SMC - Zeb 13 yd pass from Massett 
(Sambugarode PAT), 3:13.

Fourth Quarter
BC - Tomlin 11 yd pass from De Leon 

(Young PAT), 13:27.
BC - De Leon 1 yd run (2pt conversion 

failed), 5:19.
 

First downs
3rd Down efficiency
4th Down efficiency
Total Offense
Comp-Att-Int
Rushes-yards
Passing Yards
Total Return Yards
Penalties-Yards
Fumbles-Lost
Sacks-Yards Lost
Interceptions-Yards
Time of Possession

SMC
19

8-18
1-3

311
27-48-4

25-63
248
148

10-85
0-0
0-0

2-55
44:41

BC
28

7-13
0-3

420
11-21-2
53-297

123
79

3-27
1-1

5-18
4-37

29:42

BC 26, Santa Monica 14

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing – BC – Hill 21-145, Vickers 

14-63, Ayers 10-63, De Leon 7-24, Willis 
1-2; SMC – Cranford 9-35, Miller 5-22, 
Duggins 4-20.

Passing – BC – De Leon 11-21 123 yds 
1 TD 2 INTs; SMC – Massett 27-48 248 yds 
2 TDs 4 INTs.

Receiving – BC – Vickers 4-55, Tomlin 
5-42, Bowman 1-16, Soto 1-10; SMC – Zeb 
10-116, McMahan 6-65, Duggins 5-37, 
Brown 3-26, Escobar 1-4.

Oct. 22
Meat Head Movers Tournament @ Cuesta 
College
125: Pedro Sarabia (BC) d. Robert Garcia 
(Palomar), 7-2; Pedro Sarabia (BC) d. John 
Wishner (Mt. SAC), 7-4; Morgan Sauceda (Sac 
City) d. Pedro Sarabia (BC), 7-0; Pedro Sarabia 
(BC) d. Landon McBride (Sierra), 3-2; 3rd place 
match: Gilbert Martinez (Sierra) d. Pedro 
Sarabia (BC), 1-0; 133: Aaron Mora (Fresno) 
tech. fall Marco Dominguez (BC), 15-0; Marco 
Dominguez (BC) by forfeit; Julian Melecio (Mt. 
SAC) p. Marco Dominguez (BC), 2:35; 141: 
Miguel Florez (Palomar) d. Arik Onsurez (BC), 
9-3; Arik Onsurez (BC) d. Madon Goldman 
(Cuesta), 8-2; Aaron Watts (West Hills) d. Arik 
Onsurez (BC), 7-6; 165: Derek Lee Loy (Sac 
City) p. Jacob Mattson (BC), 2:30; Jacob Mattson 
(BC) maj. dec. Cornelio Sanchez (Fresno), 14-2; 
Paul Aurre (Sac City) p. Jacob Mattson (BC), 
0:55; 165: Kevin Hope (Mt SAC) p. Cristian 
Leyva (BC), 3:27; Cristian Leyva (BC) p. Chris 
Montoya (Rio Hondo), 5:42; Cristian Leyva 
(BC) p. Jesse Vera (Fresno), 4:48; Cristian Leyva 
(BC) by forfeit; Omar Nava (Mt. SAC) maj. dec. 
Cristian Leyva (BC), 13-4; 174: Ricky Davis 
(Fresno) d. Rodolfo Castulo (BC), 4-3; Rodolfo 
Castulo (BC) d. Ivan Sevilla (West Hills), 4-3; 
Jerrin Dean (Fresno) tech. fall Rodolfo Castulo 
(BC), 15-0; 174: JR Trevino (BC) d. Marcus 
Evans (Sac City), 14-7; Alex Garcia (Cuesta) 
p. JR Trevino (BC), 1:11; JR Trevino (BC) p. 
Brandon Aviles (East LA), 2:50; Jerrin Dean 
(Fresno) p. JR Trevino (BC), 0:51; 184: Julio 
Fuentes (BC) by forfeit; Julio Fuentes (BC) maj. 
dec. Tavian Del Rosario (Sac City), 14-3; Julio 
Fuentes (BC) d. Dominick Freesha (Fresno), 6-2; 
1st place match: Julio Fuentes (BC) d. Bruce 
Valdez (Palomar), 3-2; 197: Andrew Ramos (Rio 
Hondo) p. Zavion Roberson (BC), 4:20; Zavion 
Roberson (BC) p. Isaias Maganda (Cuesta), 1:54; 
Zavion Roberson (BC) p. Rafael Madrigal (Rio 
Hondo), 1:01; Zavion Roberson (BC) p. Ricardo 
Cortez (East LA), 3:49; Zavion Roberson (BC) p. 
Ben Sira (Chabot), 6:48; 3rd place match: Zavion 
Roberson (BC) p. Isaac De La Cruz (Cuesta), 
1:11; 285: Ramiro Macias (BC) by forfeit; Angel 
Mariscal (Fresno) d. Ramiro Macias (BC), 4-3; 
Ramiro Macias (BC) p. Joshua Sapien (Mt. SAC), 
6:39; Guillermo Padilla (Mt. SAC) d. Ramiro 
Macias (BC), 2-1.
Team Results:
1: Sacramento City College; 2: Fresno City 
College; 3: Palomar College; 4: Mt. SAC
5: Bakersfield College

Oct. 26
Bakersfield College 41, Cuesta College 7
125: Pedro Sarabia (BC) by forfeit; 133: Pedro 
Corona (BC) tech. fall Jace Heryford (Cuesta), 
18-0; 141: Arik Onsurez (BC) d. Modan 
Goldman (Cuesta), 8-4; 149: Esteban Corona 
(BC) p. Zanarini Niko (Cuesta), 1:58; 157: Alvaro 
Tamayo (BC) by forfeit; 165: Logan Gomez 
(Cuesta) d. Miguel Dominquez (BC), 7-6; 174: 
Alex Garcia (Cuesta) maj. dec. Rodolfo Castulo 
(BC), 15-5; 184: JR Trevino (BC) by forfeit; 197: 
Zavion Roberson (BC) p. Ty Crockett (Cuesta), 
1:15; 285: Ramiro Macias (BC) d. Isaac De La 
Cruz (Cuesta), 7-2.
CA-CC Wrestling Team Rankings for Oct. 23:
1: Cerritos College; 2: Fresno City College; 3: 
Palomar College; 4: Sacramento City College; 5: 
Mt. San Antonio College; 6: Bakersfield College; 
7: Modesto Junior College; 8: Chabot College; 9: 
Santa Ana College; 10: Rio Hondo College.

Canyons 3, Bakersfield 1
Canyons goals: Dominic Menolascino, 
Joshua Ausherman, and Josue Cartagena
BC goals: Edwin Bernal (Jorge Reyes & 
Eder Garcia)
Shots: Canyons 14, BC 20
Saves: Cristian Arriaga 8 (Canyons), Frank 
Arreola 6 (BC)

Glendale 2, Bakersfield 1
Glendale goals: Yassine Laraichi, David 
Banuelos (Jesus Rosas)
BC goals: David Banuelos
Saves: Frank Arreola 4 (BC), Andrew 
Zaimes 3 (Glendale)

Bakersfield 2, Antelope Valley 1
BC goals: Edwin Bernal (Maynor Alcaraz), 
Kaleb Perez (Enrique Edwin Bernal)
Antelope Valley goals: Jose Mojica
Saves: Julio Cruz 2 (BC), Trevor Allen 3 
(Antelope Valley)

Victor Valley 1, Bakersfield 0
Victor Valley goals: Miguel Zarate (Jesus 
Rios)
Shots: BC 12
Saves: Frank Arreola 5 (BC), Arron 
Herrera 4 (Victor Valley)

Wrestling

Volleyball

Cross Country

Women’s Soccer

Men’s Soccer

Women’s Soccer
Oct. 21
Bakersfield 2, Victor Valley 0
Bakersfield goals: Amelia Lopez (Emily 
Teutimez assist), Elizabeth Norton (Odalys 
Espinoza)
Shots: Bakersfield 10, Victor Valley 3
Saves: Emmy Rodriguez (VVC) 8; Alondra 
Villa (BC) 3

Oct. 25
Bakersfield 2, Antelope Valley 0
Bakersfield goals: Odalys Espinoza 
(Sabrina Sanchez), first half; Iris Pineda 
(Alexandria Castro)
Shots: Bakersfield 9, Antelope Valley 3
Saves: Gabriela Espinoza (AVC) 7; Alondra 
Villa (BC) 3

WSC East
Oct. 19 
BC d. Antelope Valley 25-15, 20-25, 
25-20, 25-9
Kills: Alex Paris 11, Karlee Cornford 9, 
Sophie Ralphs 8; Assists: Reece Stevenson 
28, Mackenzie Hernandez 16; Digs: Hannah 
Pope 19, Alex Paris 11.
Oct. 21
BC d. LA Mission 25-16, 22-25, 25-22, 
25-13
Kills: Alex Paris 14, Kelsey Henderson 
12, Karlee Cornford 11; Assists: Reece 
Stevenson 28, Mackenzie Hernandez 
26; Digs: Hannah Pope 16, Mackenzie 
Hernandez 12.
Oct. 28
BC d. Canyons 25-15, 25-21, 25-21
Kills: Mackenzie Hernandez 10, Karlee 
Cornford 9, Sophie Ralphs 9, Alex Paris 9; 
Assists: Reece Stevenson 25, Mackenzie 
Hernandez 20; Digs: Hannah Pope 16, 
Haley Sanchez 8.

Women’s basketball looking to rebound following last season
By Kyle Cortez
Managing Editor

The Bakersfield College wom-
en’s basketball team is hoping to 
rebound this year after having a 
tough season last year that saw 
them go 6-18.

“You know I’m excited about 
this year’s group. We only have 
three coming back from last 
year’s team, so we’ve got 10 new 
players. They’ve really bought 
into what we do and they’re 
learning how to play well to-
gether,” said head coach Paula 
Dahl. “We’re going to be really 
fun to watch. We’re going to play 

an extremely aggressive style of 
defense, and we went to a show-
case at the end of September and 
I was really pleased with how 
they performed. They competed 
great with some of the top teams 
in the state, so I believe that this 
year we’re going to see a lot of 
success and we will be extremely 
competitive and we’ll be in every 
game. It’s going to be fun; this is 
a really special group of student 
athletes that are just giving 100 
percent to the system we’re put-
ting in.”

Dahl said that watching her 
returning players develop their 
game from last year to this year 

has been amazing for her to 
watch.

“They’ve shown tremendous 
growth. They’re huge leaders for 
our team. For me it’s been really 
fun to see their games evolve and 
they’ve evolved greatly since 
their freshman year. Just the fact 
that they’re able to help the other 
players to recognize and under-
stand what’s about to be happen-
ing next week, so I’m excited for 
them and I expect them to have 
great years,” said Dahl.

Dahl is excited to see how her 
freshman are going to play this 
year.

“They’re a great group and our 

basketball IQ is much higher. 
Their work ethic is great, and 
I’m excited to see what we’re 
going to do,” said Dahl.

Although the team doesn’t 
have the ideal height, Dahl be-
lieves that her team makes up for 
the lack of height, in speed.

“We are very tenacious. In the 
showcase, there were some de-
fensive rotations that I’ve never 
seen any of my teams rotate so 
well. We’re going to play an ex-
tremely aggressive, risk-taking 
style of defense and I believe 
they’ll do a phenomenal job with 
it. I believe we’ll get out and run 
and that we’ll be really exciting 

to watch and play,” said Dahl.
Dahl did feel like the lack of 

height on her team might cause 
problems with rebounding the 
ball.

“We’re not very tall. A buddy 
of mine averaged our height, 
and our average height is like 
5-foot 4-inches and a half.  We’re 
spending a lot of time on boxing 
out and rebounding and just re-
ally emphasizing the fact how 
important it is. Just really sold 
the idea that for us to be success-
ful, we got to play phenomenal 
defense, we got to get out and 
run, and we got to box out and 
get the ball. As long as we box 

out, I think we’ll be OK, but if 
we don’t, people are going to 
be able to dominate on us,” said 
Dahl.

“I think at the end of the sea-
son, we want to be in playoffs 
and that’s what we’re working 
toward. The first day of practice, 
I showed a picture of cutting 
down the nets and we’re work-
ing toward that. Last year was a 
tough year. This team is showing 
a ton of resiliency and we’re sick 
of playing each other. We need to 
play somebody else. I think the 
possibilities are endless with this 
team and I’m excited about that,” 
said Dahl.

By Kyle Cortez
Managing Editor

The Bakersfield College football team (6-2 
overall, 2-1 National Northern Conference) 
has won two straight games and is currently 
in second in the conference.

The Renegades played Cerritos College on 
Oct. 22 and won 28-21 on homecoming night 
at Memorial Stadium. The scoring didn’t get 
started until the second quarter when Derrick 
Vickers ran for a 4-yard touchdown to put 
BC up 7-0. Cerritos answered with an 8-yard 
touchdown run from Kishawn Holmes to tie 
it up 7-7. Dalton Gallis then threw an inter-
ception to Elijah Walker, who would return it 
21 yards for a touchdown to put Cerrtios up 
14-7. The Renegades switched quarterbacks 
after Gallis threw that interception. BC tied it 
on a 10-yard touchdown pass from Cesar De 
Leon to Jasmit Thind. The score at halftime 
was 14-14.

Vickers put the Renegades back in front on 
a 23-yard touchdown run to cap off a 7-play, 
72-yard drive that only took two minutes. 
Cerritos tied it early in the fourth quarter on a 
1-yard run from Holmes. Vickers rushed for 
his third touchdown in the game on another 
23-yard touchdown run to put BC up 28-21. 
Cerritos was driving down the field before 
fumbling the ball with 12 seconds left to seal 
up the win for the Renegades.

“You look at how we played and we played 
with a lot of spirit and a lot of heart,” said 
BC coach Jeff Chudy. “We said don’t let one 
play define you. We were resilient in the first 
half. I think we had four holding penalties 
and two inside the plus-50 where it stopped 
our drives. We had a big one on Derrick’s 
run; we actually overcame that. We made a 
mistake and they pick-sixed on us, so I can’t 
say enough of how our guys responded this 
week. These guys are a good football team 
and to come out and play like we played, my 
hat’s off to our Renegades and to Cerritos. 
We know we’re always going to be in for a 
dogfight, so we’re just happy to get it done.”

Vickers ran the ball 22 times for 191 yards 
and three touchdowns to help carry BC’s of-
fense. “He’s a special player, and I’m glad 
he’s playing for us,” said Chudy. 

Gallis went 7-for-11 passing for 94 yards 
and two interceptions before De Leon came 
in for him. De Leon went 7-for-11 passing 
for 84 yards and one touchdown. “Cesar did 
a great job. He did a great job earlier in the 
year. The biggest thing is our guys play hard. 
We feel completely confident whether it’s 
Dalton or Cesar, it doesn’t matter. They’re 
just one guy, I mean they get a lot of atten-
tion because they touch the ball every snap, 
but you know, my hat’s off to our guys,” said 
Chudy.

Oct. 29, BC beat Santa Monica College 
26-14 on the road. Santa Monica scored first 
on a 24-yard pass from Weston Massett to 
Hakeem Zeb. BC would tie it up on a 4-yard 
run from La Meshio Hill. BC scored late in 
the second quarter on an 8-yard run from De 
Leon. The Renegades were up 14-7 going 
into the half.

Santa Monica tied the score on a 13-yard 
pass from Massett to Zeb. The Renegades 
scored early in the fourth quarter on an 11-
yard pass from De Leon to Jakell Tomlin, but 
the extra point was no good, so BC only went 
up 20-14. BC would then score with 5:19 left 
in the game on a 1-yard run from De Leon to 
put them up 26-14. 

De Leon went 11-for-21 passing for 123 
yards with one touchdown and two intercep-
tions. Hill would run the ball 21 times for 

Football prepares for playoff push
As the season 
winds down,
BC controls its 
own destiny for 
the postseason

145 yards and one touchdown. Vickers led 
the team in receiving with four receptions for 
55 yards. Jamil Iakopo had three intercep-
tions for the Renegades.

BC has two games left in the season, both 
at home. The Renegades play Ventura Col-

lege on Nov. 5 and then College of the Can-
yons on Nov. 12. 

Ventura College is currently first in the 
National Northern Conference, so that game 
may determine who finishes first in the con-
ference.

PHOTOS BY JOE BERGMAN / SPECIAL TO THE RIP

Above: BC’s Derrick Vickers (1) breaks through the Santa Monica defense.  
Below: Renegade running back La Meshio Hill (2) prepares to give a stiff arm.

VERONICA MORLEY / THE RIP

BC’s Derrick Vickers (1) scores a touchdown in the game against Cerritos 
College.  BC went on to win the game against Cerritos 28-21.

Western State Conference Cross 
Country Championships
Men’s 4-mile Run
Team Scores: 1, Glendale, 27; 2, Cuesta, 
80; 3, Santa Barbara, 88; 4, West Los 
Angeles, 96; 5, Moorpark, 121; 6, Canyons, 
129; 7, Ventura, 155; 8, Santa Monica, 163; 
9, Oxnard, 218; 10, Bakersfield, 238; 11, 
Antelope Valley, 247; 12, Citrus, 268.
Individual Top 10: 1, McDermott (CU), 
20:31.2; 2, Thompson (G), 20:49.9; 3, 
Gomez (WLA), 20:59.7; 4, Celaya (G), 
21:02.6; 5, Ambrossio (G), 21:03.1; 6, 
Ramirez (SB), 21:03.8; 7, Villagran (G), 
21:10.6; 8, Kashyap (M), 21:21.9; 9, Lopez 
(G), 21:26.1; 10, Bucup (WLA), 21:31.4.
BC Finishers: 40, Patrick Alvardo, 22:47.3; 
47, Joel Lopez, 23:08.9; 48, Juan Medina, 
23:22.0; 50, Benedict Carlson, 23:25.3; 
53, Alberto Perez, 23:44.6; 56, Jonathan 
Oropeza, 24:09.9; 
58, Kenneth Becas, 24:44.0; 58, Roland 
Garcia, 24:45.6; 60, Nestor Vasquez, 
25:27.7; 60, Cristian Orozco, 26:03.5; 60, 
Johnny Aguilera, 27:58.0; 60, Michael 
Gallegos, 27:20.7; 60, Braulio Gonzalez, 
29:09.8.
Women’s 5k
Team Scores: Team Scores: 1, Glendale, 
30; 2, Canyons, 81; 2, Cuesta, 81; 4, 
Moorpark, 135; 5, Ventura, 145; 6, Santa 
Barbara, 154; 7, Antelope Valley, 164; 
8, Bakersfield, 172; 8, Oxnard, 190; 10, 
Citrus, 195; 11, Santa Monica, 241; 12, 
Allan Hancock, 268; 13, West Los Angeles, 
289.
Individual Top 10: 1, Daschian (CU), 
18:35.5; 2, Masedo (G), 18:37.0; 3, Setian 
(G), 18:49.7; 4, Ruiz (CA), 18:53.1; 5, 
Martinez (CA), 18:58.6; 6, Faulkner 
(G), 19:03.9; 7, Cassidy (CU), 19:17.7; 
8, Theologidy (A), 19:25.0; 9, Salas (G), 
19:26.9; 10, Naranjo (G), 19:30.1.
BC Finishers: 14, Alyssa Morales, 19:56.6; 
29, Sydney Roman, 21:15.5; 33, Julissa 
Mendoza, 21:27.2; 47, Sarah Voss, 22:41.6; 
49, Lilana Portillo, 23:45.2; 57, Lidia 
Contreras, 25:04.4; 59, Laura Hernandez, 
25:39.0; 65, Andrea McNairn, 33:05.1.
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Column

LA Rams 
just don’t 
feel right

E9: What you wouldn’t 
believe about sports.

Sam L. Jaime

I was born about a block 
or so from where the Lakers 
used to call home in Ingle-
wood, California. Add to that, 
the Lakers practice facilities 
are in nearby El Segundo, a 
rather small city I spent three-
quarters of the first decade of 
my life, so it’s 
no shock that 
I have been a 
life-long Lak-
er fan. 

Considering 
this proximity 
to the Los An-
geles sports 
world, it shouldn’t be sur-
prising that my first baseball 
game was a Dodger game, 
my first hockey game was 
a Kings game, and my first 
football game was an L.A. 
Raiders game. Okay, that 
last one not only dates me 
worse than I’d care to admit, 
but is also somewhat surpris-
ing. It’s especially surprising 
considering while I am still a 
Dodgers fan and Kings fan, 
I am not a Raiders fan. In 
fact, football has never been 
a quintessential aspect of my 
life, despite my best efforts.

Growing up, the Raid-
ers practiced at the nearby 
middle school, and the Rams 
were also an option. But the 
Rams and Raiders left town 
by 1996, leaving 9-year-old 
me without that proximity. 
For years I felt like Moses, 
wandering in search of a team 
to call my own. I followed the 
Raiders for a bit, and even 
celebrated when the Rams 
won the Super Bowl in 2000, 
but it felt empty. 

Fast-forward 20 years, the 
Raiders now seem destined 
for Las Vegas, and the Rams 
are halfway through their first 
season back in Los Angeles. 
I should feel elated or vindi-
cated, but I can’t find much 
satisfaction. I’m 29, and all 
those years of waiting have 
taken their toll. It’s like dat-
ing someone you’ve already 
had a relationship with. Yeah, 
there’s some excitement 
there, but never forget why 
you broke up in the first place.

In those years of exile, I be-
came a New York Giants fan, 
a fandom born of a disdain 
for Tom Brady more than 
any defining geographical or 
momentous event. While I 
love the Giants, I can feel the 
distance between coasts, and 
because I almost never get 
to actually watch games, my 
emotional investment is mini-
mal compared to my passion 
for the Dodgers and Lakers.

After years of pining, it 
does feel great to have an-
other team in L.A. Yet it 
feels cheapened by the fact 
that it’s essentially the same 
team, with the same colors, 
the same logo, and the same 
feel as the St. Louis Rams, a 
team I never fully embraced, 
ironically, because I felt they 
belonged at home in L.A.

Maybe it’s because the 
merchandise and uniforms 
look uninspired, or the fact 
that my only other option 
might be the San Diego Char-
gers heading North, I’m not 
certain, but I’ve struggled to 
get on-board with the Rams’ 
return. I still feel lost, dissat-
isfied with the gift I am well 
aware I have received. 

Of course it doesn’t help 
that much like the New York 
Giants games, I haven’t been 
able to watch the Rams play 
on a consistent basis. It’s of-
fensive that halfway through 
the NFL schedule, I’ve seen 
exactly two Rams games this 
season. While I’m sure there 
is some legal-ese-riddled 
document dictating why, or I 
just can’t find the right chan-
nel, it’s odd that I can watch 
games of a team nearly five 
hours away in Oakland, but 
can’t watch those of a team 
two hours away.

By Sam L. Jaime
Reporter

Bakersfield College men’s 
basketball coach Rich Hughes 
can still remember how last sea-
son ended. “It was the Sweet 
16 against Saddleback. If we 
won the game, we would be in 
the Elite Eight. We had the last 
shot, and it hit double rim, and 
fell out, and we ended up losing 
in overtime, but it was one of 
those games where it’s not even 

an inch. In your mind, you’re go-
ing, ‘If that rolls in, we’re going 
crazy, because we win it,’ but 
that’s how it goes sometimes,” 
said Hughes.

The Renegades want to build 
upon last season’s success. “We 
have six returning guys, and we 
hope to repeat as conference 
champions and hopefully make 
another run in the playoffs,” said 
Hughes. 

Those six returning players 
are expected to have an influen-

tial role in guiding the incoming 
freshmen.

“We really value both fresh-
men and sophomores, but the 
sophomores get more of the 
leadership responsibility because 
they’ve already been through the 
fires, so a lot of times we put a 
lot of the coaching and leader-
ship to the sophomores,” said 
Hughes.

The Renegades roster features 
seven freshmen who are faced 
with the challenge of transition-

ing from high school to colle-
giate-level play. 

“The biggest thing players 
coming in have to realize is that 
the talent level is better than in 
high school, so they have to give 
a lot more effort than they were 
probably used to when they were 
the best player. 

“Now they come into college, 
and they may be one of some of 
your best players, but there’s a lot 
of things they have to do to work 
and get better, and learn how to 

play at this level, maturity-wise,” 
said Hughes.

As the team begins its sched-
ule on Nov. 4, Hughes antici-
pates an adjustment period for 
the Renegades. 

“Preseason will be important 
to getting our feet wet as a team, 
learning about each other, find-
ing out as coaches what works 
and what doesn’t work, and then 
we can get an idea of where we 
need to be once conference starts 
in January,” said Hughes.

Men’s basketball is looking to build on last year’s success 

By Mario Saldaña
Reporter

The Bakersfield College Ren-
egades have found a victory 
within its conference during the 
last four games, beating Ante-
lope Valley 2-1. The Renegades 
(1-5) are in the bottom of the 
group, but still have a chance to 
move up since three of the six 
teams in the conference are re-
ally close. 

The Renegades have four 
games left in November and all 
those four are potential games 
that can help the Renegades 
move up their conference. 
Though for the Renegades, this 
means a loss would be crucial to 
the ending of their season. 

Key games that BC can win are 
Antelope Valley (1-2-3) which 
are just up by two ties, which, 
with a win from them which they 

have already achieved can move 
them up, but that’s their last op-
ponent of the season to get there 
with a positive 
look. They must 
first face Citrus 
(2-3-1) On Nov. 
1 at home who 
are in third place 
right now, which 
they lost to on 
Oct. 14 3-2. 

On Oct. 4 the same week as 
facing Citrus, they will face Can-
yons (2-3-1) who are tied with 
Citrus in the standings. The Last 
time BC faced them was on Oct. 
18 losing 3-1 even though Ba-
kersfield was pretty dangerous 
during that game with 20 shots, 
9 of them at goal with 13 of them 
in the first half.

The toughest game out of 
the four would be second-place 
Glendale (3-1-2), which would 

be an away game for BC.
Key players that could help 

the Renegades reach those wins 
against these 
teams and, 
make an impact 
are right wing 
freshman Edwin 
Bernal, who is 
having a tre-
mendous season 
with eight goals 

and three assists and 20 shots, 
and freshman goalkeeper Frank 
Arreola who has two wins and 
eight losses this season, but has a 
shutout and 72 saves, and could 
help the Renegades stay alive 
and help them move up to third.

The Bakersfield College Ren-
egades have a game against Cit-
rus on Nov. 1.

We’ll have the updated box 
score of the game on the Ren-
egade Rip website.

By Kyle Cortez
Managing Editor

The Bakersfield College 
women’s soccer team (8-6-
2 overall, 2-2 Western State 
Conference-East) has won two 
straight games after being on a 
four-game losing streak.

The Renegades beat Victor 
Valley College 2-0 on Oct. 21. 
Amelia Lopez scored the first 
goal for the Renegades with 
an assist from Emily Teutimez. 
Elizabeth Norton scored the 
second goal on an assist from 
Odalys Espinoza. 

BC was able to get 10 shots 
on goal, but they were only able 
to put two in the net. 

Alondra Villa was the goal-
keeper for the Renegades and 
made three saves on the three 
shots that Victor Valley had.

BC then went on to beat An-
telope Valley College 2-0 on 
Oct. 25. 

Odalys Espinoza scored in 
the 31st minute on an assist 
from Sabrina Sanchez to put the 
Renegades up 1-0. 

Iris Pineda scored in the 70th 
minute on an assist from Alex-
andria Castro to push the score 

to 2-0. 
BC had nine shots on goal, 

but Gabriela Espinoza managed 
to make seven saves for Ante-
lope Valley. Alondra Villa made 
three saves for the Renegades.

BC is currently in third place 
in the Western State Confer-
ence-East standings. 

They have four games left 
in the season. The Renegades 
next and last home game will 
be Nov. 8 against Victor Val-
ley College and their last game 
of the season will be Nov. 11 
against Antelope Valley Col-
lege.

By Sam L. Jaime
Reporter

The Bakersfield College wom-
en’s volleyball team has con-
tinued to win games. The team 
owns a 16-8 record and has won 
its last nine consecutive matches. 
Sophomore Mackenzie Hernan-
dez sees a deeper meaning than 
the numbers indicate.

“Being on a winning streak 
is great and I’m so proud of 
my team, but the word ‘streak’ 
doesn’t mean anything to me and 
my team because it’s all a learn-
ing and growing process. If we 
played as good as we are playing 
now, but teams were beating us, 
everyone would think we sucked. 
So, what I am super proud of my 
team for isn’t just because we’re 
winning, but seeing everyone be-
ing a selfless teammate and giv-
ing their all while embracing the 
struggle of learning,” said Her-
nandez.

With four games remaining on 
the Renegades’ regular season 
schedule, the team is determined 
to stay in the moment.

“I think the most important 
thing to do mentally for the up-
coming games is to know and 
understand that winning the 
past nine games has nothing to 
do with the games ahead of us. 
What we have done up to this 
point no longer matters. We sim-
ply have to continue to prepare 
and respect our opponents by 
giving them our best effort each 
and every game,” said sopho-
more Hannah Pope.

Respect has played a role 
throughout the season to this 
point. “Before every match we 
all say we have to respect our 
competitors. They are here to 
play volleyball, and they love 
the sport, too. They are here for 
the same reasons as us. We have 
a coach that says ‘respect them 
by playing at your best, respect 
them by making the score 25-0. 
Make them respect you because 
you played so well and you beat 
them so bad,’” Hernandez said. 
In this way, they show their op-
ponents their best at every single 
point, and she believes it’s the 
reason they haven’t gotten com-
placent.

The team has refused to be 
satisfied with their level of play. 
“There’s always areas to im-
prove, we improve in every as-
pect of the game. I think that, at 
this point, we just need to con-
tinue being sponges and take in 
all of the new mental coaching 

that is being given to us by coach 
Carl [Ferreira]. I would say may-
be we could clean up our serve 
receive passing a bit and con-
tinue to focus on scoring more 
points,” said Pope.

The team’s pursuit of perfec-
tion has resulted in considerable 
growth. “I think people on my 
team are more relentless now 
and mindful. I have always been 
relentless in not letting a ball 
drop to the ground unless I’m 
giving my all to get the ball up 
and being aware that if I let the 
ball drop they get a point, and 
that’s just not going to happen 
unless I throw my body on the 
ground and try my hardest. In the 
beginning, we didn’t have that 
from every player, but as the sea-
son has gone on, I see everyone 
doing that. We used to make so 
many hitting errors on our team 
but we don’t anymore because 
people have become more mind-
ful and understand that if they 
make a mistake by hitting the 
ball out, they’re helping the other 
team. Having people understand 
that now has made a huge differ-
ence in how we play. We have 
become a completely different 
team since our preseason tourna-
ments,” said Hernandez.

While the excitement of the 
team’s nine-game win streak is 
not lost on its players, the main 
goal remains a deep playoff run.

“In all honestly, this streak 
wouldn’t mean much at all to 
me if we don’t do what we need 
to in the playoffs,” said Pope. 
Looking toward the postseason, 
Hernandez said, “We just have 
to keep doing what we’re doing, 
honestly. We are nowhere near 
perfect, but what we’re doing is 
working. We have a system and 
all we have to do to keep mov-
ing forward and trust the system 
and be confident that we will be 
prepared for every match. Every 
match is completely up to us. 
The only thing we can control is 
the ball going over the net, and 
how well we play on our side. I 
have complete 100 percent faith 
in my coaching staff and my sis-
ters on my team that we won’t be 
done with this season anytime 
soon.”

The Renegades have the op-
portunity to keep their win streak 
alive Nov. 2, in the Gil Bishop 
Sports Center, where they will 
host West LA at 6 p.m. In each of 
their two previous meetings this 
season, the Renegades shutout 
West LA, outscoring them 150-
88 over six sets. 

Volleyball has won 
nine straight matches

TOMMY CASTELLON / THE RIP

BC’s Alexandria Castro (2) fights Antelope Valley’s Brooke Fairweather (22) for the 
ball.  BC went on to defeat Antelope Valley 2-0.

Women’s soccer looking to 
finish the season strong

BC’s Emily 
Teutimez (19) 
dribbles the ball 
past the Antelope 
Valley defenders.  
BC went on to 
defeat Antelope 
Valley 2-0.

TOMMY CASTELLON 
/ THE RIP

In its inaugural season, men’s soccer has shown growth

See The Renegade Rip website at 
www.TheRip.com

For post match coverage of the 
Nov. 1 match against Citrus 

College.

TOMMY CASTELLON  / THE RIP

BC’s Kaleb Perez (17) uses his athletic abilities in an 
attempt to secure the ball.
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Jennifer Garrett not only conducted her Chamber Singers at their “It’s a Matter of Life and Death” concert, she even joined in on the festivities that evening.

Above: The Bakersfield College Chamber Singers signed their performance alongside 
their singing in the “It’s a Matter of Life and Death” concert on Oct. 21.

Below: Men’s Chamber Singers Bray Anderson (bottom left), Ken Burdick (center), 
and Mason Edwards (bottom right) exhibiting lively facial expressions throughout their 
performance.

Choir: A
Matter of Life 

and Death
Photos by Veronica Morley
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