
By Morgan Park
Editor-in-Chief

Textbooks have long been a 
topic of discussion among stu-
dents in the college system — be 
it lamentations over their price, 
their necessity, or their inclusion 
of materials that would require 
they be bought new, instead of 
renting or buying a used book at 
a lower price.

Those latter materials, be it 
an included workbook or digi-
tal code, are a part of textbooks 
that many professors enjoy in the 
courses they teach.

John Gerhold, 
Performing Arts 
department chair 
at Bakersfield 
College, uses 
a textbook of 
his own author-
ship, “A Plain 
English Guide 
to Music Fun-
damentals: An 
Outcome Based 
Approach,” that 
includes work-
sheet pages em-
bedded in the 
book itself.

“Almost every image 
or graphic that’s in there I 
made from scratch,” said Ger-
hold. “This is what is convenient, 
to have every little bit of written 
work all in one place at the time 
you buy the book.”

BC Communication profes-
sor Andrea Thorson uses two 
forms of supplemental materi-
als alongside the textbook she 
co-authored, “Contemporary 
Public Speaking: How to Craft 
and Deliver a Powerful Speech,” 
a workbook and digital code to 
GoReact, a tool used by students 
to upload videos of their speech-
es and give feedback.

“I could videotape you giv-
ing your speech, and then we 
upload it online, and I make it 
visible to our class and then they 
get to grade you and say, ‘This 
is how many times you say ‘um’ 
or ‘That was a really good thesis 
statement,’” she said.

GoReact is mandatory for 
Thorson’s public speaking 
course, as it is used for grading. 
If students don’t acquire access 
with a new copy of the textbook, 
they must purchase access for 
$20.

Thorson believes that even 
though the inclusion of GoRe-
act and the workbook in the 
textbook package means stu-
dents are encouraged to buy the 
$106.99 book new, they’re get-
ting the better deal compared to 
books used before the one she 
co-authored.

“Our public speaking books 
were $180 to $225 and then that 
doesn’t include the workbook. 
And if you get the used ones, 
great, they’re spending $90 to 
$120. Well, you can get our 
brand new one with the work-
book for about $100. That’s a lot 
cheaper.”

Thorson also offered the point 
that the book is resalable to 

the other “eight to 12” 
colleges and uni-

versities that uti-
lize the textbook, 
though the Go-
React code would 
assumedly be ex-
pired. “They could 
sell it online easily. 
There’s no prob-
lem with reselling 
this textbook,” she 
said.

She also offered 
the point that many 

students use Financial 
Aid to purchase their text-

books.
“Any given semester, between 

80 and 85 percent of our students 
get their books paid for by the 
government. … They don’t actu-
ally pay for their books, taxpay-
ers do.

“If they get it for free, and 
they want to sell it back for a big 
profit and they’re mad they don’t 
get as much of a profit because 
of the workbook they used in or-
der to get their education … no,” 
she said.

In this scenario, Thorson ques-
tions the student’s intention. 
“Who’s really being unethical 
here? The student who didn’t 
pay for the book but wants to 
profit from it when the class is 
done? Does that sound like an 
ethical thing?”

One source who has been close 
to the BC textbook process in the 
past (and wished to stay anony-
mous) recognizes the benefits of 
supplemental materials and digi-
tal platforms, but believes there 
is sometimes a better way.
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Memorial to be held for a long-time BC English professor
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By Zach Sullivan 
Reporter

Bakersfield College will hold a me-
morial for long-time English professor 
Nancy Edwards on March 4 to celebrate 
her life. The memorial will feature po-
etry written by Edwards, as well as live 
music based upon her poetry, and will 
be held in Fine Arts 30 at 4 p.m. 

Edwards, who taught at BC from 
1968 to 2009, died Jan. 5 at the age of 
75.

The memorial was arranged by a small 
group of professors and staff members 
on campus, including John Gerhold, 

Tom Greenwood, 
Jack Hernandez, 
Rosa Garza, as 
well as others 
that were close 
with Edwards and 
her husband of 
25 years, James 
Mitchell.

Greenwood, a 
close friend and 

math professor 
at BC who took 

charge in orchestrating the memorial, 
said he first met Edwards 17 years ago 
when his wife, who at the time he was 

dating, befriended Edwards. Over time, 
Greenwood said him and his wife came 
to be very close with both Edwards and 
her husband, James Mitchell. 

Greenwood explained he valued both 
Edwards and Mitchell’s friendship, say-
ing he felt Edwards and her husband 
were more like family to him.

“I consider ‘Mitch’ a very good friend. 
And Nancy, like I said, were very good 
friends. We made sure to get together 
and do things. She had very good bonds 
with people. She was a true friend. She 
was there, no questions asked. So for me 
that’s one of the many things I’ll miss.”

According to Greenwood, one inci-

dent in particular stood out to him that 
exemplified what kind of friend Ed-
wards was. Roughly eight years ago, 
Greenwood said he didn’t feel right one 
day, and went to the doctor. Upon ar-
rival, he received some startling news.

“I was teaching one day before spring 
break and I go, ‘I’m not feeling that 
great.’ I had a little bit of a fever, so I 
decided to go the doctor. So I go to the 
doctor, and the doctor said, ‘Let’s get a 
CAT scan.’ They get the CAT scan and 
say, ‘Your appendix has been cook-
ing for a while, you need to go over to 
ER.’ I go over to the ER, and Nancy and 
Mitch were the first ones there. Before I 

went to surgery, they came over. That’s 
the thing, they are true friends, they will 
drop everything for you,” Greenwood 
said. 

Greenwood said there are numerous 
things he will miss about Edwards, but 
getting together to celebrate holidays, 
birthdays and anniversaries together is 
what he will miss the most.

“That’s the thing, these different 
things we would celebrate, it becomes 
part of your life after a while. And we 
will continue these things with her hus-
band mitch. We had done a lot different 
things together over the years, so it’s the 

BC faculty 
speaks on 
textbooks
A look into the ways 
they handle textbooks

 Please see EDWARDS, Page 7

 Please see TEXTBOOKS, Page 7

Nancy Edwards
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Rising up 
against 
my doubt

J.R. Hensley

The Gay Agenda: Life and 
times of a modern gay man.

I think most would agree 
that I am confident in my 
sexuality. Why wouldn’t I? 
It’s who I am. However, that 
hasn’t always been the case. 
There were moments I had 
my doubts about whether I 
was actually gay. Having been 
raised in a conservative Chris-
tian house-
hold there, of 
course, was go-
ing to be a level 
of uncertainty. 

I had heard 
the verse to jus-
tify the hatred 
many times, 
and the words 
my mother regurgitated from 
some radio preacher. As a re-
sult, I wanted some kind of 
answer, so I sought out help at 
the local Christian book store.

Oddly enough, I found a 
book that was written by a 
“converted” man. I did not 
purchase it, thankfully, and 
instead just perused the pages 
for what he had to say.

To this day I still remember 
his words. That could be be-
cause I found myself staring 
back up from those pages, or 
because even in my certainty 
I felt that it could be plausible. 

The author, whose name I 
did not bother to retain, said 
that when he was a child he 
was molested.

I don’t remember if it had 
been an adult or someone of 
his own age. Regardless, he 
attributed his desires for the 
same-sex to have stemmed 
from this event. 

The author thought that 
because he was molested by 
a boy he got confused about 
what he was supposed to 
find attractive and ultimately 
chased after people of the 
same sex to fulfill this fantasy 
he had been shown.

Even now, as I write this, I 
find it utterly ridiculous. I can 
because I see the fallacy in his 
argument, but I wasn’t always 
this sure. I found doubt in my 
own identity as a homosexual 
because I too had been mo-
lested as a child by an older 
neighborhood boy. 

For so many years I thought 
there was something wrong 
with me because of what 
happened, but what I was do-
ing was blaming myself for 
something I had no control 
over.

In a truly human fashion I 
bore the weight of the guilt 
because, obviously, it was my 
fault that it happened.

What I failed to see at the 
time and for the subsequent 
years, is that I was a child 
and didn’t know what was 
happening, and even if I had, 
probably wouldn’t have been 
able to stop it.  I was only 
four.

Now, I can just say that it 
happened, because it did. I 
refuse to let any kind of bag-
gage follow me around for 
the actions of someone else. 
He should be the one with the 
guilt and the shame because 
he hurt a child.

The thing that came to me 
after reliving the author’s own 
justification for his “sin” was 
that why would he choose 
a lifestyle just because of 
what someone showed him? 
Heterosexual people are con-
fident in their own sexual 
preference without someone 
of the opposite sex “showing 
them.” But I’m sure that the 
response would be, “We’re 
ingrained with the attraction, 
but the devil blah blah blah.”

This for me is the justifica-
tion most people of faith will 
make toward their sexuality.  
Their forcing themselves into 
a mold that does not fit them, 
and they will go to great 
lengths to take that shape. 
They’ll find their “root cause” 
of what turned them into a 
“sinner.” Only then can they 
exorcise the “demons.”

By Megan Fenwick
Reporter

Constituents of Kevin Mc-
Carthy and Devin Nunes gath-
ered outside of the DoubleTree 
hotel on Camino Del Rio Court 
on Feb. 21 to demand town hall 
meetings. 

Tickets to the Kern County 
Republican annual Lincoln Day 
dinner were $200 at their cheap-
est, and $10,000 to be seated 
next to Nunes and McCarthy, 
the house representatives of the 
22nd and 23rd districts respec-
tively.

Protesters filled a corner of the 
intersection of Camino Del Rio 
Court and Rosedale Highway an 
hour before the fundraising din-
ner was set to begin.

People held signs that 
read,“Please listen,” and “Where 
in heaven are Kevin and Devin?” 
where drivers could see them 
speak their concerns regarding 
immigration, healthcare, and the 
absence of their congress mem-
bers over a megaphone. 

“We have serious questions 
and we deserve serious answers. 

By Morgan Park
Editor-in-Chief

Measure J, the $502.8 mil-
lion bond measure passed in 
November to build and refurbish 
structures across the Kern Com-
munity College District, is mak-
ing steady progress.

KCCD chancellor Tom Burke 
confirmed that of the bond’s 
funds, the divide for each school 
will be as follows: $415 million 
will go to Bakersfield College, 
$44 million to Porterville Col-
lege, and $44 million to Cerro 
Coso College.

By Morgan Park
Editor-in-Chief

Over the winter break, the 
Kern Community College Dis-
trict appointed a new district 
chancellor in Tom Burke, who 
previously served as chief finan-
cial officer for the district since 
2001.

Burke officially began his new 
role on Jan. 17, the first day of 
the Spring 2017 semester.

“I really didn’t think about [the 
chancellor position] until Sandra 
[Serrano] started getting close to 
retirement. I’d seen a lot of my 
colleagues become chancellors, 
superintendents, and presidents 

Burke takes place as KCCD chancellor

Veterans Resource Center to kick off $502.8 million bond

It’s time to come out of hiding 
and address your constituents,” 
shouted Jesse Aguilar, a teacher 
at East Bakersfield High School, 
to the crowd. “It’s time to ex-
plain yourself and hear us out.”

Tracy Lopez, a member of In-
divisible 23, also stressed the im-
portance of Congress members 
meeting with their constituents.

“This week is a district work 
week, that’s why he’s here. He’s 

supposed to be home with his 
constituents. Once again, Kevin 
McCarthy has chosen to use his 
constituents’ valuable time to at-
tend big money fundraisers for 
himself and his political bud-
dies,” said Lopez. 

As the event drew closer, the 
crowd moved toward the hotel 
and took to both sides of Camino 
Del Rio Court to address din-
ner-goers as they drove to the 

parking lot. Protesters entreated 
dinner-goers to, “Please tell 
Kevin to have a town hall!” The 
group dispersed once it appeared 
that all those attending the din-
ner had arrived. 

When asked to comment, Jack 
Langer, the communications di-
rector for Nunes, said, “It’s nice 
to see these left-wing activist 
groups keeping busy.” 

McCarthy could not be 

reached for comment. The next 
day, constituents held their own 
town hall meeting, which Mc-
Carthy declined to attend.

On Feb. 23, protesters also 
gathered at the corner of Stock-
dale Highway and Coffee Road 
to march to McCarthy’s home, 
accompanied by McCarthy and 
Trump supporters who said that 
they were there to ensure that the 
the protest remained peaceful. 

People 
protest 
against 
official

LIZETTTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

Protesters gather outside of the DoubleTree hotel to wave flags and carry signs about McCarthy along Camino Del Rio.

LIZETTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

A constituent holds a sign expressing his frustrations with Devin Nunes. 
LIZETTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

An upset constituent holds a sign questioning Kevin McCarthy’s loyalties. 

In the first round of funding 
targeted for the beginning of 
June, BC will receive just under 
$81 million. Burke and the dis-
trict have also confirmed which 
project will be tackled first under 
Measure J.

“We have begun working with 
them already on the Veterans 
Center project,” he said. 

The new Veterans Resource 
Center has been a project fa-
vored by Burke as well as BC 
president Sonya Christian and 
Student Government Associa-
tion president Matthew Frazer to 
be completed early on under the 
bond.

“I would like to see our Veter-
ans Resource Center be the first 
project completed with Measure 
J.  This is a critical need for the 
college,” said Christian back in 
November.

To Frazer, veterans have “done 
so much for our country and for 
our city alone that they deserve 
to have that first. The veterans 
need it, they deserve it. It’ll help 
hundreds of thousands of veter-
ans, not just ones here at BC, but 
all over,” as stated in November.

One of the larger projects ($25 
million) pitched in Measure J 
calls for a combined “Arvin/
Lamont/Greenfield” facility to 

be constructed. That project, 
whether it will function as a 
satellite campus for BC or oth-
erwise, is in the early stages as 
well, according to Burke.

“We have a meeting set up 
with city officials in Arvin to 
start talking about that project.”

When asked for a confirma-
tion that the satellite campus 
will be happening, Burke only 
said, “We will be doing some-
thing with Arvin. We had always 
planned on doing something in 
that region anyways.”

Totaling BC’s identified proj-
ects amounts to over $442 mil-
lion, so not every project will get 

done, but Burke believes most of 
them will.

“I think a pretty good percent-
age of them will get done…a 
good amount of the projects will 
get done. 

“One of the things that hap-
pen while you’re going through 
this process is that inflation can 
erode some of the spending pow-
er of the bond.

“That happened with Measure 
G (the $180 million bond passed 
in 2002). 

“Obviously, that’ll be some-
thing we’ll have to deal with 
because it’s a 25-30 year bond 
program.”

of single-college districts. So, I 
thought, ‘I think I’m up for the 
challenge.’ I’d like to help guide 
this district in the coming years 
and try to make some changes 
to make the district work even 
more effectively,” Burke said.

Describing his new job, Burke 
compared the experience to the 
executive level of a corporation.

“You become the CEO of 
the entire multi-college district. 
Single-college districts refer to 
[them] as superintendents or 
presidents, and multi-college 
districts refer to as chancellor,” 
he said.

“My job is to oversee all 
components of the district’s op-

erations and ensure compliance 
with board policy, state regula-
tions, and federal regulations. 
And to work with the presidents 
and vice chancellors to guide the 
colleges in meeting the student 
needs in our various communi-
ties.”

Burke comes by way of Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo class of 
1981, where he acquired a bach-
elor’s degree in Science of Busi-
ness Administration. 

In 1986, he earned his mas-
ter’s degree from California 
State University, Bakersfield.

Burke began his career work-
ing as a financial analyst for the 
Getty Oil Company and Texaco 

Kern River Operations from 
1981 to 1985. 

He then filled several roles 
at Contel (an independent tele-
phone company now owned by 
Verizon) until his first position in 
education as director of Business 
Services at Bakersfield College 
in 1997. 

Four years later he began as 
CFO at the KCCD. 

Burke is enjoying his new 
position, but the first month has 
been an adjustment.

“I’ve gone to a couple training 
sessions, which has been great,” 
he said. 

“I’ve had site visits to Cerro 
Coso, and there’s planned site 

visits to Porterville and Bakers-
field coming up. And we’ve had 
three board meetings during that 
period, including a board retreat, 
so it’s been a busy month, to say 
the least.”

As for his main goals as chan-
cellor, Burke will be working 
with the Board of Trustees over 
the next few months to develop 
a list. 

One of Burke’s biggest tasks 
over the next several decades 
will be the overseeing of Mea-
sure J’s progress, the $502.8 
million bond measure passed 
in November that will allow for 
new construction and renovation 
across the district.
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Intricacies 
of making 
skin glow

Beauty Addicts Advice: 
Tips and tricks for the beauty 

obsessed

Kylie 
Hendrickson

Skinceuticals is advanced 
skincare backed by science. It 
is a medical-grade brand that 
is exclusively sold at doctors’ 
offices, dermatologists, and 
medi-spas. My skin would 
not be as clear, smooth, and 
glowing without it. I continu-
ously say to people that you 
can wear the 
most expen-
sive makeup 
on the mar-
ket, but if 
you’re not 
taking care 
of your skin, 
it just won’t 
lay or look 
right. It re-
ally does make a difference. 
I suffer from hyperpigmen-
tation in certain areas on my 
face, which is red or brown 
spots that linger for weeks 
or months after a breakout. I 
also have combination skin, 
which means I have oily and 
dry patches in different ar-
eas. There are three different 
items I currently use from Sk-
inceuticals. 

The one that was first rec-
ommended to me by my es-
thetician is the Retinol cream. 
It contains 0.05 percent Reti-
nol and it packs a powerful 
punch. Retinol’s purpose is to 
give your skin a healthy boost 
by minimizing fine lines and 
wrinkles, smoothing texture, 
diminishing hyperpigmen-
tation, and dark spots. It’s 
ideal for moderate to severe 
acne which helps reduce acne 
breakouts by preventing dead 
cells from clogging pores. 
It is only to be used once or 
twice weekly at night, making 
it easy to add to your routine. 
After the first week of use, I 
saw a dramatic difference in 
my complexion and reduced 
redness in overall my skin. 

The only small con in using 
such a high potent product is 
that Retinol increases skins 
photosensitivity. This means 
that the skin is more sensitive 
to sunburn. Wearing a heavy 
dose of sunscreen is vital to 
protect the skin. Peeling is 
another side effect from us-
ing Retinol. Mine wasn’t se-
vere, but it depends on your 
skin type. The peeling oc-
curs because the Retinol is 
eating away at the dead skin 
and revealing the brand new 
skin underneath. It was defi-
nitely worth it to go through 
such small side effects to get 
the complexion I’ve always 
wanted.

Another item that I use is 
their Phloretin CF. Pholoretin 
CF is a broad range antioxi-
dant treatment that encour-
ages cell turnover, allowing 
damaged skin to regain a 
healthy look and even skin 
tone. It contains Vitamin C 
that helps skin take on a firm-
er, brighter and more youthful 
looking appearance. It comes 
in a glass bottle with a drop-
per and is to be used every 
morning before moisturizing. 

The recommended daily 
amount to use is only three 
to four drops, so it is another 
product that will last quite a 
long time. Their Resveratrol 
B E is another antioxidant 
that I use every evening. It’s a 
concentrated night treatment 
with pure antioxidant-rich 
Resveratrol to reveal visible 
radiance and firmness. The 
reason to use two antioxidants 
in your skin care regimen is to 
ensure 100 percent protection 
from free radicals and to di-
minish signs of aging. Since I 
can’t be a vampire, I’m going 
to do the next best thing by 
taking care of my skin.

Skinceuticals can be pur-
chased online, or at E Salon 
and Spa which is located off 
of Stockdale Highway in the 
Riverwalk shopping center, 
and Essentials, which can be 
found off Ming Avenue at The 
Marketplace. 

By Fernanda Martinez
Reporter

In 1987, the month of March 
became the National Women’s 
History Month in the United 
States. Since then, Bakersfield 
College’s Women’s History And 
More (W.H.A.M.), led by psy-
chology professor Pat Thomas, 
was formed by faculty and staff 
and to commemorate March as 
Women’s History Month. 

The W.H.A.M. committee was 
later chaired by history professor 
Ann Wiederrecht.

To this day, the committee or-
ganizes events for Women’s His-
tory Month at BC that provide 
historical context and contempo-
rary significance. 

History professor and 
W.H.A.M. committee member 
Erin Miller stated that this year, 
“The committee will examine 
the ways in which historical 
portrayals of women originated, 
evolved, and continue to influ-
ence modern presentations of 
‘self,’ especially on social me-
dia.”

Miller explained that the 
committee’s goal is to provide 
a variety of different types of 
events, such as panels involving 
professors, staff, and students, 
scholarly lectures, films and 
documentaries, performing art, 
and studio art, so that students 
and the community have differ-
ent ways to engage the material 
and themes.

“We also create opportunities 
for the audience to engage in the 
experience, either through so-
liciting student participation in 
advance or through moderated 
discussion,” stated Miller. 

“For example, our perform-
ing art event this March, Brian’s 
Beard Improv Theatre Troupe, 
will allow the audience to give 
impromptu topics related to the 
theme of how men’s views of 
women impact how women see 
themselves to the actors.”

Miller mentioned that the 
committee organizes events 
that deal with women’s history 
specifically but that also dis-

By Ambria King
Reporter

On Feb. 23, the Bakersfield 
College Performing Arts De-
partment hosted The Ghostlight 
Project in the foyer to the indoor 
theater inside of the Performing 
Arts Center.

The Ghostlight Project is in-
spired by the theatrical tradition 
of keeping a ghost light on in a 
darkened theater. 

The tradition is based in both 
practicality and superstition. 

A ghostlight serves to guaran-
tee that the stage is never dark so 
that if one were to wander into a 
darkened theater, they would not 
be in danger of falling off of the 
stage or into the orchestral pit.

The more superstitious rea-
sons behind a ghostlight is that 
it serves to appease the ghosts 
that may haunt a theater, thus the 
name ghostlight.

Traditionally, a ghostlight is a 
single, exposed bulb mounted in 
a wire cage on a single post. 

The ghostlight used for the BC 
Ghostlight Project was built by 
tech director Kevin Genger.

The ceremony allowed the 
audience members to write out 
pledges and post them on the 
theater foyer wall.

The event began with a wel-
come from Professor Kim Chin, 

By Fernanda Martinez
Reporter

Jack Pierce has been 
teaching at Bakersfield Col-
lege since 2000 when he was 
hired as an adjunct professor. 

In 2008, he became a full-
time professor at BC.

He is currently teach-
ing earth science and geol-
ogy courses 
both at the 
main cam-
pus and 
D e l a n o 
campus. 

Pierce is 
also the ad-
viser for the 
BC Geol-
ogy Club. 

The club 
had been 
inactive for 
a few years, 
but he was 
able to re-
activate it 
this spring semester since 
more students showed inter-
est. 

He stated that he is excited 
about the plans the club has 
for this semester. 

“We have five field trips 
planned for this semester,” 
said Pierce. “The first one is 
coming up on March 4. We 
will be going to Red Rock 
Canyon.”

Pierce said that he enjoys 
advising the Geology Club 
because of all the hands-on 
work they do during field 
trips. 

He also encourages stu-
dents to join the club as they 

do not have to be geology 
majors. 

Pierce said that he is pas-
sionate about teaching in the 
earth science and geology 
fields because it allows him 
to make his students aware of 
their surroundings.

“California is one of the 
best geologic places on 
Earth,” said Pierce. “We have 

mountains, 
the coastal 
ranges, and 
all this land 
to explore.”

As much 
as it is im-
portant to 
be in class 
giving a lec-
ture, Pierce 
enjoys be-
ing out in 
the field and 
exploring. 

“I think 
it’s a lot 
better when 

you can actually show stu-
dents something, you know. 
Mother Nature didn’t write 
a book, so we have to go see 
it.”

Pierce hopes to see the ge-
ology program at BC grow 
and for the students to get 
more AST degrees. 

He mentioned that the San 
Joaquin Valley is big in the 
petroleum industry, there-
fore when prices go up, more 
people seem to be interested 
in that major. 

He also wants to see 
the geology club get more 
hands-on experience in the 
field.

Random 
Renegade

Every issue, The Rip will be
 interviewing a random faculty 
member at Bakersfield College 

about hopes and goals.

Jack Pierce

BC prepares lineup for 
women’s history month 
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Above: Ghostlight behind her, professor Kim Chin reads the Performing Arts Department’s pledge of “equality for all.”
Below: Attendees of The Ghostlight Project post their pledges of “I am” and “I fight for” to the foyer wall on Feb. 23.

and included a saxophone ren-
dition of “We Shall Overcome” 
performed by Professor Kris 
Tiner. 

Immediately following was a 
stand-up routine by BC student 
Cody Ferguson; speeches from 
Dr. Kathryn Kuby and Profes-
sor Brian Sivesind; and a read-
ing of an excerpt from William 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” by Bob 
Kemp.

The final performance was a 
sing along of “Stand By Me,” 
which was led by the Perform-
ing Arts Department chair, John 
Gerhold, on piano and followed 

the lighting of the ghost light.
“I’m hugely, hugely proud of 

my colleagues and my depart-
ment for wanting to do this. It’s 
important.

“It’s important that we think 
and it’s important that we feel.” 
said Gerhold before lighting the 
ghost light.

The evening was concluded 
with the performing arts depart-
ment posting their own pledge 
which read: 

“We are the BC performing 
arts department. We fight for 
education for all, the arts for all, 
and equality for all.”

A light 
that 
guides 
the way

BC W.H.A.M. Events

Women in the Middle Passage: Gender, Slavery, and the 
Problem of Writing History

March 2 at Bakersfield College’s Levan Center for the Hu-
manities from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Miss Representation, a Documentary
March 6 at Bakersfield College’s Forum 102 from 6:30 p.m. 

to 8 p.m. and March 28 at the Delano Campus from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m.

BC and Delano professors Elizabeth Rodacker and Susanne 
Langham will hold a discussion of Jennifer Siebel Newsom’s 
film, Miss Representation, which “explores the influence of 
mainstream media and culture on creating ‘disparaging por-
trayals’ of women and girls that diminish feelings of power and 
potential for leadership in favor of reducing a woman’s value 
to her ‘youth, beauty, and sexuality, and not her capacity as a 
leader.’”

Male Gaze & Female Haze, Brian’s Beard Improv Theatre 
Troupe

March 9 and 10, Black Box Theatre (SPArC/PAC #107) at 
Bakersfield College. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and performanc-
es begin at 7 p.m.

Brian’s Beard Improv Theatre Troupe will perform improv 
presentations. No children will be admitted to this event as 
there is adult content and language.

“The Art of the Self-Portrait”
March 23 at Taft College (room tbd) 
“Los Angeles-based artist Crystal Galindo will present tech-

niques and theories related to the art of the self-portrait.”

“The Evolution of the Selfie: Deconstruction of the Female 
from 1400 to the Present”

March 30 at Bakersfield College’s Fireside Room from 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. 

All events are free of charge and open to the public.

cuss the ideas of sexuality, race, 
class, ethnicity, and immigration, 
among a few.

The committee is currently 
mostly composed of BC faculty 
and staff.

However, Miller highly en-
courages more students to be-
come involved. 

“Most departments emphasize 
gender in components of their 
curriculum, but working with 
W.H.A.M. is a great way [to get 
involved],” said Miller. “We of-
fer a Women’s History course, 
History B25 in the History de-

partment, and the Sociology, 
Anthropology, and Commu-
nications Departments feature 
gender as an area of emphasis in 
their courses.

“Also, the Student Govern-
ment Association usually orga-
nizes events related to women’s 
issues as well.”

Miller stated that the 
W.H.A.M. committee mem-
bers “would like to offer special 
thanks to Wiederrecht, BC his-
tory professor, for her leadership 
over the years in leading such 
vital campus events.”
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Renegade Struggles: 
Emmanuel Limaco

We all have a struggle, and every person has a 
different story. Each issue, The Rip will feature 
a student overcoming certain struggles to gain 

an education and better their life.

Emmanuel 
Limaco, 31, 
shares his 
story of being 
a student who 
was previously 
incarcerated in 
a state prison.

SAM
MORENO
THE RIP

By Sam Moreno
Reporter

Meet Emmanuel Limaco, 31, a stu-
dent at Bakersfield College, who was 
previously incarcerated. 

Although Limaco, had negative en-
counters with the law in the past, he 
now pursues a higher education and 
studies as an engineering major. 

Limaco grew up in Los Angeles, a 
city that is notorious for crime, vio-
lence and gang members. 

The first time Limaco had an en-
counter with the law was 20 years ago, 
at age 11, for being out past midnight. 

That night Limaco lashed out to the 
police officers and they took him into 
the police station.

Limaco would leave his house 
searching for an escape from his par-
ents fights and arguments.  

“My dad wasn’t around; my mom 
wasn’t around. A lot of the times it 
was me taking care of my little brother, 
he is disabled, that started when I was 
about 6,” Limaco said.

Limaco spent much of his time look-
ing after his younger brother, who is 
quadriplegic, blind and has frequent 
seizures. 

“He needs 24-hour care, as I got 
older I started wanting to get out of the 

house even more.”
At age 16, the domestic violence 

between his parents led to their separa-
tion. 

Limaco’s mother left the fam-
ily, leaving a note behind that Limaco 
found.

“I felt really bad. I cried a lot, and 
at that moment I decided to run away,” 
Limaco said. Devastated by the sudden 
departure of his mother, Limaco spent 
more time in the streets. After his par-
ents divorced, Limaco moved to a dif-
ferent area with his father and younger 
brother.

At age 18, Limaco managed to 
graduate high school but it wasn’t long 
before he found himself on the wrong 
side of the law. Limaco joined a gang 
in LA and shortly after got arrested for 
burglary. 

He spent some time behind bars and 
when he was released, he had no inten-
tions of leaving the gang.

In 2007, at age 21, Limaco moved to 
Bakersfield. His motive was to bring 
his street gang from LA to Bakersfield. 

Little did Limaco know at that time 
that his life would change that follow-
ing year.

“It was Nov. 30, 2008,” Limaco said. 
“I got into an altercation with a white 
gang. They were headed to the house I 

was living in. They wanted to do some-
thing to my family.” He paused for a 
couple seconds and continued to say, 
“and I had a shotgun.”

Limaco was arrested the following 
day on Dec. 1, 2008 for the shooting of 
two individuals with a deadly weapon. 

He had a 6-month trial and in June, 
2009, he was sent to Wasco State Pris-
on.

“I then committed another crime, I 
began carrying weapons for the prison 
gang, that I was a part of,” Limaco said. 

At this point Limaco was facing 80 
years inside prison with three strikes.

Limaco then was on trial for yet an-
other crime. 

That following month on his 23rd 
birthday, Limaco received a letter from 
his father.

“What I remember most about this 
letter is that it had a picture in it, of my 
little brother. When I saw his face, and 
I could still see it, it was really at that 
moment I realized how much I could 
lose,” Limaco said. “I am my brother’s 
keeper.” 

Limaco said as he decided to change 
his life around.

“I had a moment of self-reflection, 
I saw where I was headed and the 
extreme consequences of what I had 
done,” Limaco said. 

At this point, Limaco did not want 
to continue to be a part of the prison 
gang. He received backlash from gang 
members and was “jumped” by them; a 
gang tradition of assaulting a person, in 
order to be able to exit the gang.

Limaco decided to take a deal to re-
duce his sentence on all charges to a 
total of 36 months with no strikes.

He then was transferred to Soledad 
State Prison, where he completed 80 
percent of his sentence, before being 
released.

Inside Soledad State Prison, Limaco 
began taking college correspondent 
courses through Coastline Community 
College, a program offered by the col-
lege that allows inmates to take courses 
through the mail.

 After his release in 2012, Limaco 
struggled to find a good paying job. 
Many of the jobs being offered were 
temporary jobs.

“I could not get hired anywhere be-
cause of my background checks, they 
would always fail,” said Limaco.

Limaco wanted a permanent job that 
could move him and his family for-
ward. He struggled to be taken serious 
by employers with all the stigma he 
received for being previously incarcer-
ated.

In January 2016, Limaco began 

classes at BC, where he has been ex-
tremely evolved in many student orga-
nizations.

“I’m very involved at BC. I’m a pan-
try coordinator, student senator, tutor 
for Math, English and Chemistry, ICC 
Rep. for Movimiento Estudiantil Chi-
cano de Aztian (M.E.Ch.A) and Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK), and most recent-
ly, Treasurer of Free On the Outside 
(FOTO).” Limaco was recently voted 
Treasurer of FOTO, a club that aims 
to help and support students who were 
previously incarcerated.

Limaco hopes that FOTO will help 
others understand that having a reck-
less past is not an indicator that some-
one may be “violent.”

“Through BC and programs I took 
inside prison, I believe one thing I have 
to offer is my experience, on the wrong 
side of the law. I can use that experi-
ence to encourage someone to stop 
living on the wrong side and to help 
someone be successful, the right way,” 
Limaco said.

Limaco encourages students who 
were previously incarcerated and their 
allies to attend the FOTO club meet-
ings, where students, professors, and 
allies are there to provide the proper 
resources and support to empower stu-
dents affected by the justice system.

By Lizette Chavez
Reporter

The Vagina Monologues had 
a successful run this year with a 
sold-out show and people queu-
ing in case of no-shows.  

The event was held at the Ba-
kersfield Community Theater 
Feb. 23-25 with doors opening at 
7:30 p.m. 

The Vagina Monologues 
broached on topics that could be 
thought controversial, some of 
the stories performed were from 
some of the cast’s personal expe-
riences. 

Director Jenny Maddern was 
one of the women whose stories 
was shared; she talked about a 
specific situation where her em-
ployer made an inappropriate 
comment in front of some of her 
female colleagues.

She said that all the women 
froze and shared a look of shock 
but that none of them made any 
comments about what was said 

because he was their superior. 
It was revealing moments like 

this preparing for the show that 
caused there to be a therapist 
available in case anyone started 
to feel overwhelmed.  

Near the end of the first act, 
Maddern could be seen getting 
emotional as her story blended 
with the experiences of the other 
actors and the women who sub-
mitted their stories. 

“Some of the words were 
mine and when you hear your 
own words being performed that 
way it’s hard to listen to but it’s 
also very healing. To see people 
reacting the way you want them 
to.”

The show seemed to offer this 
feeling to most of the actors and 
audience members. 

One particular moment where 
the audience seemed to resonate 
with the actors was when a line 
was recited saying, “If you don’t 
say anything then you are one of 
them.” 

By Jesse Najera
Reporter

Chris Flail has had a success-
ful climb in the local comedy 
scene in a relatively short period 
of time. He was an opening act 
for Pablo Francisco on Feb. 9 in 
Bakersfield, exactly three years 
to the day that he first began 
performing stand-up comedy in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Since coming to Bakersfield in 
June of 2014, Flail has been per-
forming stand-up comedy. 

He moved to Bakersfield to 
accept a job offer from an oil 
company. 

The hiring manager for the job 
told him, “That’s great. No one 
ever chooses Bakersfield.”

Two weeks after he arrived, 
he happened to meet a guy in-
volved in setting up an open mic 
night for stand-up comedy at a 
club called Martini’s. The club, 
which is no longer open, had a 

reputation for being notoriously 
rugged. 

“It was like the crucible,” Flail 
said. He described it as the type 
of place where you were patted 
down before you entered. 

As a comedian, he was some-
times heckled relentlessly and 
occasionally threatened with 
violence.

Since those early perfor-
mances, Flail has helped orga-
nize stand-up venues around 
Bakersfield and the surround-
ing areas along with other local 
area comedians. He, along with 
these comedians, can be seen 
on Wednesdays at the Temblor 
Brewing Company at 3200 Buck 
Owens Blvd., where signs ups 
for open mic comedy start at 6 
p.m. 

Flail can also be seen on Thurs-
days at The Rocket Shop Cafe at 
2000 S. Union Ave. where open 
mic signups start at 6:30 p.m. 

Flail is originally from Frack-

ville, Pennsylvania. 
Frackville is 2.5 hours north-

east of Philadelphia. He says that 
this is known as the old coal min-
ing region. 

Flail describes these as small 
towns in Pennsylvania that used 
to be larger, thriving, coal min-
ing communities in the 1910s 
and 1920s.

Frackville, as well as the 
towns in the surrounding areas, 
now have smaller populations. 

He describes the people from 
his home town as the kind that 
will embrace you immediately 
and tell you off just as quickly. 

Flail says they are good people 
with a New England influence. 

Flail has a slight Boston ac-
cent.

After graduating from high 
school in the neighboring town 
of Shenandoah, Flail moved to 
the Amish community of Kutz-
town, Pennsylvania, to complete 
his undergraduate studies. 

Although Flail says they didn’t 
mingle with the Amish regularly, 
but it was common on Sundays 
to see horse and buggies around 
town and near the campus.

Flail made his debut into 
stand-up comedy while studying 
law at the University of Tulsa to 
complete his graduate degree.

“It was at an open mic at a 
place called The Looney Bin,” 
Flail said. The comedy club 
would use a lottery draw sys-
tem to determine who would get 
to go on. The comedians would 
sign up for the night.

Slips of paper would have the 
words yes or no written on them, 
and then put into a hat. 

The comedians would would 
pull from the hat to determine 
if they would be going on that 
night. The first few times Flail 
got a no until he learned the hab-
its of the guy putting the slips 
into the hat. “I became a shyster 
from the get-go,” said Flail.

Monologues 
discuss issues

The line was implied to be 
speaking about being complic-
it in a situation where action 
should have taken place. Mad-
dern shared her thoughts on why 
she thought the audience may 
have reacted in such a way.

“All the internal monologue 
that happens, ‘He was really 

wrong, but still I said I was sorry’ 
I think every woman [has] been 
there at some point in their lives 
where you apologize for some-
thing you had no control over or 
you’ve done nothing wrong,” she 
said.

After the show there was a 
“talk back” where the actors sat 

down and took questions from 
the audience or posed some 
themselves. 

When asked what they would 
like the audience to take away 
from the performance Sarah 
Downie was the one to respond.

“I’m really hoping the audi-
ence takes away that [the stories 

are] common, but just because 
it’s common doesn’t take it 
away, we have to do something, 
we have to get involved.”

After 14 years of this perfor-
mance running in Bakersfield, 
Maddern said she was very hap-
py with the results and reactions 
of the audience with this one.

LIZETTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

Jennifer Sorkin (center stage) performs as a dominatrix who loves to make women moan as a mistress of sexual fantasy.

JESSE NAJEERA  / THE RIP

Chris Flail performs stand-up at Temblor Brewing Co.

Local comic shares his Midwest upbringing
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Column

Honoring 
common 
diversity

Daulton 
James
Jones

The Stress Free Tips: For 
mental hygiene and wellness 

Black History Month just 
ended, and I wanted to dedi-
cate this column to embrace 
your blackness, and mine. 
For the past five years or so 
it feels like there’s a kind of 
a black renaissance going 
on, but especially right now. 
The advancements that we’ve 
been making as 
a species have 
been great, 
from Barack 
Obama becom-
ing the first Af-
rican American 
president to 
Imelme Uma-
na becoming 
the first Afri-
can American 
woman to become president 
of the Harvard Law Review. 
In the media, we usually see 
ourselves being depicted in a 
negative light. 

Personally, embracing my 
own blackness (which kind 
of makes it sound like a syn-
drome or disease) has been 
a long road. Growing up 
around predominantly white 
people, I was usually, if not 
always, the only black person 
in many of spaces I was in, 
and it was hard because being 
black wasn’t something to be 
highlighted or embraced. 

Growing up, I was always 
the reference point when it 
came to skin color. People 
would always say, “Oh yeah, 
I have a friend that’s black, 
but they’re not like your 
black.” The one that really 
ground my gears was when 
people compared me to some-
one else who they perceived 
as dark. Why does it mat-
ter how dark we are! We’re 
both black. People would tell 
me, “You don’t act black” 
or, “You’re the whitest black 
person I know.” I used to let 
things like that slide, but now 
I use them as education tools 
to teach people how that’s so 
not appropriate. 

When I got to about senior 
year, I began to become more 
comfortable with myself, 
and that’s when I started to 
embrace the beauty of sim-
ply being Black and African 
American, which was once 
something I looked at as a 
negative. I found beauty in 
my own heritage. 

My mother’s side of the 
family are Creole from Loui-
siana, and by spending time 
with my grandfather and his 
father I was exposed to gener-
ations of stories passed down. 
My father’s family is from 
Texas and Oklahoma, with 
rumored Caribbean origins. 
I grew up hearing stories of 
growing up back there, and I 
just wrote them off as boring, 
but I now see them totally dif-
ferent. 

By learning the history of 
my family I was able to form 
a sense of pride in my iden-
tity. I walked around viewing 
the world through a different 
lens.

We are sprawled across the 
globe from the “Motherland” 
to towns and cities all across 
North and South America to 
the Caribbean. It’s crazy to 
think about how many people 
of African descent there are, 
but, we all have this one thing 
in common. One of my best 
friends is a first-generation 
whose parents are Jamaican 
immigrants, and even though 
our parents are from com-
pletely different places, we 
have many similarities.

I see this with my friends 
who are Afro-Latino, and 
friends whose families are 
from places like Nigeria and 
Ghana.

We all share this kind of 
kinship  where it’s like “All 
for one, one for all” mental-
ity. It’s amazing. It’s like 
everywhere I go I’m seeing 
someone of my shared ances-
try winning.

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

In honor of Black History 
Month, Bakersfield College 
hosted several events to embrace 
the African diaspora here in the 
United States. One of those was 
“Moon Over Malcom,” a one-
man show and performance by 
the Bakersfield College Cham-
ber Choir.

At the event, attendees were 
offered a light meal of grits, col-
lard greens, gumbo, and rice, 
many of which said it was their 
first time trying those foods. It 
was a packed crowd in the in-
door theater. Almost every seat 
was taken, and there were people 
standing off to the side in the 
aisles.

The night began with two 
performances by the Chamber 
Choir. They sang their own ver-
sion of “Wading in the Water” 
and one other song where one 
of the members was playing 
as Harriet Tubman. The crowd 
gave both of these performance’s 
roaring applause.

Soon after the Chamber 
Choir’s exit from the stage the 

By Gaiana Latelers
Reporter

On Feb. 16, the Bakersfield 
College Levan Center held a 
Poet Laureate hosted by Don 
Thompson. Each poet or art ad-
vocate read the works of each 
poet they were representing in 
the laureate. The reading was to 
commemorate eight poets born 
in the Valley who had achieved a 
national reputation. 

Don Thompson himself read 
the works of Larry Levis, a 

poem that was the highlight of 
the whole evening.

Thompson described the event 
as a commemoration for “artists 
that came from the valley and in-
spiration for young artists look-
ing to make their mark.” 

These poets and advocates of 
the arts are gaining exposure and 
experience in sharing the works 
of these past poets from the Val-
ley.

People want to create and get 
credit for their work, but this can 
be hard if there are so many oth-

er people trying to gain the same 
recognition. The poet laureate 
gives these artists and advocates 
a chance to get their foothold in 
the art community and get recog-
nized. 

Other students such as Matt 
Woodman and Portia Choi read 
the works of Robert Duncan 
and David St John that seemed 
to spark interest in the listeners. 
They knew the poet and their 
work really well and were able to 
read with passion and lay across 
the tone of the poem.

One of the most interesting 
readings of the evening was a 
poem by Sherley Anne Williams, 
narrated by Annis Cassells.

Williams was an African 
American poet who often wrote 
about life in the black commu-
nity of her generation. Her poem 
was strong, sweet, and hopeful.

Another advocate of the arts, 
LisaAnn LoBasso, read a poem 
from Frank Bidart, who was a 
three time Pulitzer Prize finalist 
in poetry. 

The Poet Laureate is held to 

showcase local poets of all ages 
and genres of poetry. These 
shows are held to get the Kern 
County community in touch 
with their creative side and to 
bring new atmosphere to litera-
ture. The poets that read in the 
laureate were full of passion for 
the works they were reading. 

The Levan Center intends on 
hosting more events like this last 
performance to get the Bakers-
field community more involved 
in literature and help students 
showcase their work. 

By Zach Sullivan 
Reporter

In an effort to cut waste and in-
crease recycling on campus, Ba-
kersfield College has partnered 
with BARC and the Bakers-
field Public Works Department 
Solid Waste Division in holding 
a week-long pilot program to 
gauge how effective a permanent 
and organized recycling program 
would be.

Also, the organizers want this 
endeavor to educate students 
on how the recycling program 
works, according to Tarina Per-
ry, an administrative secretary at 
BC. 

BARC is a non-profit organi-
zation that employs intellectual-
ly and developmentally disabled 
people here locally and, accord-

ing to Elida Lopez, the recycling 
division assistant manager, has 
been working with BC for the 
past four years to better the recy-
cling program on campus. 

The school has three bins in 
the cafeteria students can use for 
the next week as part of the pilot 
program, which began Feb. 22. 

With an event hosted by Perry 
and BARC in BC’s cafeteria, and 
runs through March 1. 

According to Perry, her goal is 
to gather information and inform 
students about the benefits of re-
cycling.

She said, “Our goal is to find 
out what the students need. Is 
it about the education, do they 
want composting, do they want 
recycling, and is this something 
they would be excited about?” 

Perry explained that while she 

has received lots of positive feed-
back, she noticed many students 
were not educated on which bins 
food and trash go into.

“They are excited about this, 
however, they are not familiar 
with what goes in what bin,” she 
said. 

“They do not understand, for 
instance, the food that’s in the 
plastic, they thought the whole 
container went into the food bin. 
They didn’t know you dump the 
food out and the plastic goes in 
a different bin. So educating the 
student and the staff is a key part 
of this.”

Perry believes that implement-
ing the program would be ben-
eficial to the school in a number 
of ways, including raising mon-
ey for the school through recy-
cling as well as helping keep the 

campus clean. 
She explained that while BC 

has to pay for the bins currently 
on campus, the revenue the recy-
clables generate offset the costs.

“Right now the bins cost 
money, however when the prod-
uct goes to the outside recycling 
company, they recycle the item 
and the revenue comes back to 
us which supplements the cost 
of the bins. So it’s a win-win,” 
Perry said. 

She explained that BC just 
received a gift of over 60 bins 
from the city, which will allow 
the school to put more bins out 
and hopefully lead to more profit 
from the recycled materials. 

“We got 43 bins donated, and 
we also got 34 Pepsi bins donat-
ed,” said Perry.

Perry said she has to still pres-

ent her plan to BC’s chancel-
lor committee, but if approved 
hopes to have the permanent 
program in place by next fall. 

Michael Gallegos, 18, a BC 
student, felt the event in the caf-
eteria put on by Perry and BARC 
helped him become more in-
formed about the importance of 
recycling.

Gallegos said he agrees with 
Perry’s plan.

“I think we should implement 
it,” he said. 

“I’ve been to campuses like 
UCLA where it’s mandated, and 
they have specific trashcans for 
each different type of recyclable, 
and it’s obviously profitable if 
you can take that and make mon-
ey from it. Why not make money 
and make the campus look good 
at the same time?” 

Kern County artists share and read recognizable work at BC

BC campus working on going green

J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

Darius Wallace portrays Malcom X in a one-man play “Moon Over Malcolm” Feb. 16.

Audience enjoys 
Malcolm X play

J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

Ken Burdick during “A City Called Heaven.” 
J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

The BC choir singers await the signal from the director to start singing for the audience.

one-man show of the same name 
of the event “Moon over Mal-
com” began. Darius Wallace 
presented us a performance that 
told the story of Malcom X’s life 
from childhood up until the sec-
onds of his untimely death.

Wallace transitioned from 
scene to scene by quick turns, 
spins, and by simply taking off 
his glasses to become another 
character.

The audience was overwhelm-
ingly pleased with his perfor-
mance they gave him a standing 
ovation. After the audience ap-
plauded him he opened the floor 
to anyone who had questions. 
One audience member asked 
him, “What inspired you to do 
this?” He replied with, “I related 
to Malcom, and his story. I saw 
part of myself in his story.”

Other students just asked sim-
ple questions like “Why do we 
have Black History Month?” and 
“Who are some other leaders in 
the black community?”

The audience seemed to be 
pleased with “Moon Over Mal-
com,” and they closed the show 
saying thank you to him for his 
one-man show.
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First place for newspaper in 2011, third place in 
2013, 2014, 2015 for CNPA General Excellence

Ninth place for newspaper in 2016 for national 
Best of Show contest by Associated Collegiate Press

Second place nationally in 2016 for website 
publication by Associated Collegiate Press

The Renegade Rip is produced by Bakersfield 
College journalism classes and is circulated on 
Wednesdays during the fall and spring semesters. 
The newspaper is published under the auspices 
of the Kern Community College District Board 
of Trustees, but sole responsibility for its content 
rests with student editors. The Rip is a member of 
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Renegade Events
News

Scribes wanted. Bakersfield college is looking for 
students to participate in the scribe program to help 
students with disabilities take notes. Scribes are paid 
$10.50/hour. If interested go to collegecentral.com/ba-
kersfieldcollege to apply.
The 12th Annual Garden Fest, which will be held on 
April 22, is looking for BC clubs, organizations, depart-
ments or programs to set up booths. Reserve your space 
now by contacting Sally Sterns at 661-395-4446. Sub-
mission forms are online.

Campus Events
March 1: FAFSA & Dream Act Application Workshop, 
Wednesday, 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Location: CSS 151 and 
Financial Aid Staff.
March 1-4: Our Town, Wednesday-Saturday, 7:30-10:30 
p.m. Location: Indoor Theater.
March 4: STEM Speaker Series: David Gallo, Tuesday, 
12-1 p.m. David Gallo comes to talk about the technol-
ogy of oceanography that advances the knowledge of 
our world. Location: Fireside Room.
March 6: Miss Representation, Monday, 6:30-8 p.m. The 
film looks at how mainstream culture offers “disparaging 
portrayals” of women and girls. Discussion of the film will 
follow after. Location: Forum 102.
March 9: Male Gaze and Female Haze – Brian’s Beard 
Improv Theatre Troupe, Thursday, 6:30 p.m. Suggested 
donation admission of $5. Location: Black Box Theatre 
(PAC 107).
March 14: STEM Pathways Speaker – David Gallo, 
Tuesday, 12-1 p.m. A seminar for STEM students on 
educational pathways. Location: Fireside Room.
March 14: Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) New Member Orienta-
tion, Tuesday, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Location: BC SGA Execu-
tive Boardroom, Campus Center 5.
March 16: Real Boy, Thursday, 6-8 p.m. Real Boy is a 
film by Shaleece Haas that follows the story of a family 
dealing with the evolution of their child’s gender identity. 
Location: Forum 101 east.
March 17: Teach & Tech – Basic, Friday, 9-11 a.m. The 
workshop will feature new tech to help engage student’s 
participation. Location: TBD.
March 22: Housing Workshop: Renters Rights, Respon-
sibilities and Expectations, Wednesday, 10 a.m. Loca-
tion: BC SGA Executive Boardroom, Campus Center 5.
March 24: Last Day to withdraw a semester length class 
and receive a ‘W.’
March 24: Spring Choral Concert – “Freedom – the Jour-
ney of Harriet Tubman,” Friday, 7:30-9:30 p.m. General 
admission is $10, students, faculty, seniors, and veter-
ans’ admission is $7. Location: Indoor Theater.
March 25: Leadership and Honors Car Show, Saturday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Participants set up displays of their cars 
for judging. There will be trophies for best in show, best 
paint, best display and more. For more info contact: 
Charles.kim@bakersfieldcollege.edu. Location: North 
East Parking Lot.
March 28: RN Allied Health Open House, Tuesday, 9 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. The event is for those interested in the 
BC RN Allied Health program. Location: Fireside Room.
March 29: Juan Felipe Herrera – Surveillance, Violence, 
Creativity and Compassion, Wednesday, 7 p.m. Juan Fe-
lipe Herrera is the first Latino to be named the 21st Poet 
Laureate of the United States. 
April 1: Last day to file for graduation.
April 3-6: BC Cheer Tryouts, Monday-Wednesday, 4-5 
p.m., and Thursday 5:30 p.m. Location: BC Huddle (Gil 
Bishop Sports Center entrance near stadium.)
April 5: Early web registration for the 2017 Summer/Fall 
Semester begins.

Around Town
March 2-5: Good Vibrations MotorSports March Meet, 
Thursday-Sunday, Gates open at 8 a.m., track opens 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. For more information go to: famosoraceway.
com. Location: Famoso Raceway.
March 2: Comedian Louie Anderson, Thursday, 7 p.m.  
Location: Temblor Brewing & Six Six One, 3200 Buck 
Owens Blvd.

Renegade Minds                                                                                         “Do you think BC does enough to promote Black History Month?” Compiled by William Dubon

Kiefer 
Cruz

Age 19 

“I think that they do enough 
because I see it all over the 
place, like in the cafeteria through 
posters and banners.”

Jose 
Andrade

Age 19

“I don’t think the campus does 
enough. I haven’t really heard of 
any events or seen any banners. I 
think the only thing I saw was the 
Malcolm X event, but I’m not really 
sure what it was about.”

Devyn 
Chandler

Age 19

“Yes, I do think the campus does 
enough because of the Malcolm X 
showing and the African American 
Student Union, which is a little 
club on campus that is promoting 
events in town and BC through 
email.”

Hector 
Hernandez

Age 20

“No, I walk around and I see 
nothing that is promoting it.”

Joshua 
Trampa

Age 22 

“Yes, I think they do because 
walking around campus I’ve seen 
posters of key people that did 
impactful things for the Black 
community and BC promoted the 
Malcolm X show with enough time 
to see it.”

Michael 
Montoya

Age 18 

“I haven’t heard anything about it 
through the campus but I haven’t 
had the interest to.”

Restaurant Review

By Brandon Cowan
Reporter

“Split” is about three young women who 
get kidnapped by a man with 23 different 
personalities and a 24th hidden personality.

Throughout the movie, directed by M. 
Night Shyamalan, this phenomenon is re-
vealed to the audience that is the “beast.” 
This beast is said to be tall, can climb on 
walls, and has other unique characteristics. 
The man has conflicts with his multiple per-
sonalities because they can decide on wheth-
er they want to unleash this beast that is the 
24th personality.

The pacing in this movie is very well done. 
The main protagonist has a sub-plot that is not 
revealed at awkward times. There are various 
flashbacks that give little information, so the 
audience does not have to think too much at 
the beginning of the movie. I really liked this 
sub-plot because it adds much-needed char-
acter development to the protagonist.

The antagonist has a significant amount of 
character development as well. The person-
alities have a common objective, being they 
each want to protect the original personal-
ity of the person inside that spawned the 22 
other personalities. The man goes through 

counseling in the movie and gives a reason 
for why he is doing these things to these 
young women. I like when movies take time 

to develop the antagonist’s character and not 
be lazy. The audience can have sympathy for 
the man with 23 personalities.

The dialogue is not terrible, but has some 
flaws. There are times when the protago-
nist and her two classmates do not talk to 
each other like human beings. They appear 
forced at times and do not flow well when 
they are arguing or talking with each other. 
All around, the words that people use make 
sense and were mostly acted out well.

The camera work seemed fine, as it did 
not strike me as anything that was unsettling 
to watch. I could not find anything that was 
wrong with the camera angles, but I did not 
notice anything that was particularly amaz-
ing either.

The ending of the movie did not feel un-
finished, but was a sequel-tease. Bruce Willis 
makes his appearance at the very end teas-
ing a sequel. While this may not seem like 
the worst thing, it would have been better left 
out.

“Split” was a good movie that does not 
have that many flaws. It was worth seeing, 
but I would not see it again.

Shyamalan’s newest thriller is mixed

GOOGLE IMAGES

By Kylie Hendrickson
Reporter

Move over Dagny’s, Smitten is in town. 
Bakersfield has been buzzing since fall of 
last year with the anticipation of Café Smit-
ten’s grand opening. On Feb. 20 the new café 
finally opened its doors for business. 

Two days later on Feb. 22 is when I de-
cided to check out Café Smitten. The second 
I walked up to the building, I was already in 
love. The bright blue brick building and inti-
mate side patio immediately caught my eye 
and stood out amongst the surrounding struc-
tures. I couldn’t help but jump on the band-
wagon and take a few snaps of the building 
for my Instagram. 

As I walked in, I was greeted within the 
first ten seconds with a warm hello. Even 
though they were blatantly busy, it was nice 
to still be acknowledged. As I scanned the 
menu, I noticed the variety of options to 
choose from. Besides coffee, Café Smitten 
serves a different array of foods and local 
desserts. They even sell a select variation 
of wine and beer from Chronic Cellars and 
Golden Road Brewing. 

After contemplating the menu, I decided to 
get an avocado smash sandwich, pour over 
decaf coffee, and an iced latte. I paid for my 
order and was surprised with the total; $20 
was the bill for those three items. The coffee 
itself isn’t a bad price though, the decaf cof-
fee was $4 and the iced latte was $3.75. The 
sandwich was a little pricey at $10. Nonethe-
less, I was still excited to taste everything.

The décor had a farmhouse industrial vibe, 
which was absolutely charming and eye-
catching. They had lots of different seating 
inside and outside with each table decorated 
with succulents. The outside seating had 
a cozy fire pit and heating lamps for those 
colder nights. 

It took no longer than 10 minutes for my 
coffees and food to arrive. To my delight, 
the sandwich was even served with a salad, 
dressed with a very light vinaigrette. It also 
came with a small bowl of three olives and 

New café is a local delight

a mini sweet pickle to add more flavor to 
the salad. The sandwich had avocado, over 
easy eggs, pepper flakes and was topped with 
seeds. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the sandwich, the 
pepper flakes added a kick to the taste and 
wasn’t too spicy. The olives and sweet pickle 
also gave the right hint of flavor to the sal-
ad. Both coffees weren’t too overpowering 
or bitter, even though the decaf coffee was 
served without milk or sugar. 

Despite the fact that I don’t ordinarily drink 
straight black coffee, the taste was still pleas-

ant. Customers can add creamer themselves 
from a bar caddy just south of the entrance. 

After the meal, they promptly took the 
dishes and asked how I enjoyed everything. 
The staff was friendly and the atmosphere 
gave off a welcoming and comfortable sen-
sation. 

Café Smitten is definitely a place for all 
ages to enjoy, whether it be a family with 
kids, college students, or older generations.

Movie Review

Café Smitten 
serves more than 
just coffee, like 
sandwiches and 
salad (right).

PHOTOS BY LIZETTE 
CHAVEZ / THE RIP
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Column

Milo is no 
laughing 
Maher

Practical Idealism:
Seeking a balance between 
today’s political landscape.

Dylan Bryant

Bill Maher is the Milo Yi-
annopoulos of the left, an 
unabashed ideologue who 
disavows the concept of polit-
ical correctness at every turn. 
While Yiannopoulos admits 
to being a provocateur, Ma-
her hides behind the cover of 
“comedian” in order to bash 
his opponents, 
calling anyone 
who takes of-
fense at his 
remarks “sen-
sitive”, even 
though he may 
be “One of the 
most unfunny 
people to ever be called a 
comedian” according to co-
median Norm MacDonald. It 
shouldn’t be surprising that 
these men, who share a great 
deal of privilege, also share a 
bigoted worldview. 

Yiannopoulos is a founder 
of the “alt-right”, a former se-
nior editor at Breitbart News, 
and self-proclaimed “most 
dangerous faggot in the 
world.” He is a gay man who 
is anti-black, anti-Muslim, 
and anti-gay. 

On Feb 1., the Berkeley 
Campus College Republi-
cans invited him to speak. He 
planned to use his platform to 
teach students how to “out” 
undocumented immigrants 
for them to be deported. The 
campus community tried for 
months to stop the event by 
every means available, even 
attempting to purchase all the 
tickets so no one could go, 
but failed to stop him. 

The night the speech was 
scheduled, hundreds of pro-
testers, some students, turned 
out. Anti-fascist demonstra-
tors set a light post on fire, 
and the event was cancelled 
over property damage con-
cern. Yes, concerns over 
property were more impor-
tant than  undocumented stu-
dents and their safety.

Maher has stated for years 
that anything can and should 
be debated, an admirable 
view. But I don’t see the Na-
tionalist Socialist Party, 
America’s largest group of 
self-identified neo-Nazis, 
represented on the show, and 
for good reason. Bigoted, 
racist, homophobic, xeno-
phobic views are not consid-
ered in the mainstream of 
political discussion. And they 
shouldn’t be dragged into it. 
The first amendment doesn’t 
require you to put someone on 
TV, period. Let Yiannopoulos 
yell somewhere else, and by 
the time everyone believes 
that, Yiannopoulos will have 
nowhere to yell.

It shouldn’t surprise those 
who’ve followed Maher that 
Yiannopoulos would be on 
the show. Maher and Yian-
nopoulos agree on many 
things. Maher has said Islam 
is a “religion of piece - a 
piece of you over there, an-
other over there,” has called 
the Quran a “hate-filled holy 
book,” and Islamic terrorists 
the biggest threat Americans 
face today, despite contradict-
ing data from the FBI. He is 
a bigot, and anyone who op-
poses should stop watching 
his show. 

Yiannopoulos resigned 
from Breitbart in February 
after a video resurfaced of 
him in an interview promot-
ing pedophilia. Despite be-
ing a victim of sexual abuse, 
Yiannopoulos has no excuse 
promoting rape. It ended his 
career. Shortly afterward, a 
’90s video of Maher defend-
ing a 34-year-old teacher that 
raped one of her students also 
resurfaced, meaning the alt-
right has better self-manage-
ment skills than the left does, 
because while Yiannopou-
los’s career ended, Maher 
still makes millions promot-
ing bigotry for 20 years.

By Ambria King
Reporter

Students who have served in 
the armed forces can face a dif-
ferent set of challenges when re-
turning to school than those who 
haven’t served.

From difficulties readjusting 
back into society and socializ-
ing, to homelessness and mental 
health issues, military vets can 
face a range of challenges when 
returning from the armed servic-
es. On average, 22 veterans a day 
die from suicide.

“When you go into the mili-
tary you go in and do 13 weeks 
of boot camp, and they com-
pletely break you down from 
your civilian self and build you 
up to be something completely 
different and the mindset that 
you have doesn’t always adjust 
well with civilians, it’s just a 
different mindset,” said weld-
ing professor Jeremy Staat, who 
served in the Marine Corps. “It 
is a hard adjustment, and some 
guys and gals can’t adjust back 
and ultimately take their lives.”

The contrast between the heav-
ily regimented and structured na-
ture of the military and the more 
relaxed nature of civilian life can 

leave some vets struggling to re-
adjust.

“You sit in a company of 100-
120 marines and you all knew 
the rules,” Staat said. “You knew 
what was right from wrong. You 
knew what you were supposed 
to do. We all had orders. We all 
wore the same thing and nobody 
w a s 
a b o v e 
anyone 
else, ex-
cept for 
the rank 
s t r u c -
t u r e . . . 
t h e n 
y o u 
get out 
of the 
military 
and you 
c o m e 
h e r e 
a n d 
t h e r e 
is no 
s t r u c -
ture.”

B e -
cause of these challenges, BC 
has the Veterans Service Center 
and Veterans Lounge for students 
who have served in the armed 

forces. The Veterans Lounge is 
located in the Campus Center 
and provides a place for vets to 
do their work and socialize with 
others who have served.

“Veterans need a place of their 
own just so they can be around 
like-minded people with shared 
experiences. The biggest thing is 
for them to have a place where 
they can give each other a hard 
time and not be offended by it,” 
said Staat.

Due to the number of veterans 
who utilize the veterans lounge, 
there have recently been some 
issues with overcrowding and 
some maintenance problems. 
Fortunately, BC has plans to 
build a brand new Veterans Re-
source Center.

“Hopefully it’s a nice place 
right in the middle of campus,” 
said Staat in reference to the 
planned new VRC.

The VRC project is part of 
Measure J, which was passed 
last November and provides over 
$502.8 million in funds meant 
specifically for repairing and up-
dating facilities in public educa-
tional institutions.

The first round of funds will 
come in June and consists of 
nearly $81 million for BC.

Veteran advocates for better center 

sum of all these different memories that I 
will cherish,” Greenwood said.

Mitchell, Edwards’ husband, said the 
support from his friends has been ex-
tremely helpful in helping him cope with 
his wife’s passing.

“The best coping has come through my 
friends. Particularly Tom Greenwood, 
Sheena Celadon and people that kept me 
active socially, that helps. That’s been the 
biggest help I’ve had,” he said. 

Mitchell said he loved to go writing 
competitions with Edwards and hear her 
speak, and was extremely supportive of 
her passions. Though he never got into 

“If the cost is extremely low and the 
students aren’t going to be impacted in a 
negative way I would see no problem in 
a disposable textbook. Now, if the cost is 
extremely high, I would hope the quality 
is extremely high, but I would begin to 
question the disposable nature of the book 
or the material,” the source said.

When asked what would constitute an 
“extremely high” price, the source said, 
“I’m at the point now where anything 
more than free is too expensive if there’s 
anything out there that is free and is com-
parable to what we have.”

Professors across the nation have be-
gun to adopt open-source textbooks (free 
textbooks found online) in their classes to 
completely alleviate their students of the 
financial burden. In 2013, California en-
acted legislation (Senate Bill 1053), which 
directed community colleges, CSUs and 
UCs to form the California Open Educa-
tion Resource Council, which aimed to 
build new libraries of free textbooks as 
well as leverage existing collections like 
the OER (Open Educational Resources).

“What happened was the state said ‘hey, 
textbooks are crazy expensive. We need to 
look into creating an open education re-
source library.’ And so, this bill went to 
create an incentive program for colleges 
to use open source materials, so they cre-
ated a repository for free materials,” the 
source said.

According to the source, a lack of push-
ing has kept open source resources from 
further proliferation. “A lot of pressure 
hasn’t been put on colleges to really fol-
low through [to move towards open-
source materials],” the source said.

“If it costs money, sometimes you have 
to sacrifice some of the quality for acces-
sibility,” the source said. “Some instruc-
tors who have the academic freedom are 
not willing to sacrifice that quality. So ob-
viously, they’ll require the book that they 
believe is of the highest caliber for their 
students. Which, kudos to them for want-
ing them to have that type of education 
experience, right?

“Simultaneously, though, we know that 
money is one of those indicators which 
can directly contribute to a student’s suc-
cess, and success can be defined in all 
kinds of ways. If you look at the student 
equity plan, for example, socioeconomic 
status is one of those indicators of wheth-
er a student is going to do well or not,” the 
source said. “When money is an issue for 
students, it negatively impacts their pro-
gression, their completion, etc.”

The source would “strongly encourage 
professors, especially knowing the back-
ground that many of our students come 
from, that if there are in fact cheaper or 

free options to explore that in the summer 
or between semesters to see if it is some-
thing that can be used to help students 
with the many different things they en-
counter, one of them being money.”

Ralph Burnette, manager of the BC 
Bookstore since 2011 and BC student, 
believes in the importance of rentable ma-
terials.

“We’re always pushing instructors to 
try and make their books rentable because 
that’s where students are going to save the 
most,” he said. Burnette gave an example 
of an expensive textbook in which he was 
able to negotiate with the department to 
drop the digital code that wasn’t neces-
sary and make it rentable.

“They just stay in constant circulation. 
We’ve had them for two years now with 
about 500 copies, and if you go and com-
pare them to Amazon or anything you’ll 
find that it’s a pretty good price,” he said. 
“We’re up to about 67 percent of titles that 
are rentable.

“And that’s kind of how we roll. We’re 
always trying to build up rental inventory.”

Miguel Garcia, 18, a business major at 
BC, is currently taking a psychology class 
in which all of the homework and tests are 
done through Revel, an online tool made 
by the corresponding textbook’s pub-
lisher Pearson. The service costs $80 for 
a 12-month subscription, which includes 
access to the textbook digitally.

Garcia didn’t mind the cost compared 
to most classes, but recognizes the bur-
den on less advantaged students. “College 
is expensive, man. You have to buy a lot 
of textbooks and that’s another $80 on 
top of it. They have to buy it, and if they 
can’t then they’re going to have to fail the 
class.”

The current system allows students 
seeking a lower price on the book through 
used or rented copies could find it, but en-
sures the $80 subscription to Revel would 
still be required.

“You can rent [the textbook], but it’s 
not going to come with the homework be-
cause everything is graded and done on-
line. And there’s no way to share the book 
either,” Garcia said.

Garcia has been in classes with a variety 
of textbook situations. One class offered 
an open source text completely free, and 
another required a book he was easily able 
to secure through the secondhand market.

“That’s really helpful, especially in col-
lege with all of the stuff you have to pay: 
gas, car payments, parking passes, every-
thing.”

Another student from the same class, 
Kathy Lynn Jenkins, 52, went a different 
route with the textbook — purchasing a 
physical copy due to technological re-
straints.

“My tablet wouldn’t let me read 
through the pages, but my phone will. 
Which is kind of crazy. Some of the stuff 
in the book, like the graphs and the vid-
eos, my phone is too small of a screen for 
it to display properly,” she said.

Jenkins likes having the hard copy as a 
backup for the less technology-inclined, 
but takes issue with the pricing. “I do feel 
that all the textbooks are insane [in terms 
of price] if you buy them new.”

Several professors on campus, in pur-
suit of a better textbook for their students, 
take matters into their own hands and 
write custom textbooks.

“The professors here know their stu-
dents,” said Thorson. What the Commu-
nication department found with their old 
textbooks is that “the Kern High School 
District doesn’t teach students how to 
outline. They don’t teach students how to 
consume a textbook and decide what the 
important information is and really take 
good notes that they can do well on a test 
with. This kind of stuff they’re not taught. 
But at CSUB we have more students who 
do that because more of the students were 
honor students. At CSU Long Beach I 
didn’t have such a problem with that. If 
students struggled they got tutors and that 
was it.”

Gerhold holds similar reasons for 
designing his own book for his music 
course. “When you use somebody else’s 
textbook, sometimes you have to un-teach 
what they were trying to teach.

“I really have a clear idea of what I 
want the students to know, so putting my 
own materials together really allowed me 
to focus in on what I thought was most 
important for them to know.”

As far as costs for textbooks in the con-
text of the authors, Gerhold said in his 
case with publisher Kendall Hunt, they 
are in complete control. “They’re looking 
to be in the range of whatever else is in the 
marketplace [for price],” he said.

Gerhold has also felt pressure from 
Kendall Hunt to be pushing out more edi-
tions of his textbook.

In its sixth year on the market, his text is 
in its third edition.

“The publisher wants me to make new 
editions more often than I feel is always 
necessary. The publisher has a vested in-
terested in keeping the book fresh because 
they make more from it on the primary 
market (new books). They lose money 
when it goes to the secondary market — 
used books and rentals. And so they try to 
encourage their authors to do more revi-
sions more often.”

Gerhold maintains a policy of releasing 
new editions only for a good reason. “My 
attitude is I don’t want to do a revision un-
less there’s something that either needs to 

be corrected or added that’s going to make 
it a better textbook.” He believes the cur-
rent edition is mostly free of errors.

Textbook authors receive a share of the 
profits from copies of the book sold. For 
Gerhold, the money is appreciated, but 
not why he uses it.

“[The publisher] gets most of it. I ne-
gotiated a slightly higher royalty rate of 
15 percent. They generally like to offer 
authors five or 10 percent.”

Thorson also maintains that making 
money is not the overarching goal of writ-
ing textbooks. Thorson and other co-au-
thors in the Communication Department 
donate part of their royalties to the BC 
Foundation. Part of the earnings also goes 
toward a department foundation that gives 
out textbook scholarships, buys classroom 
supplies, and pays for professors to attend 
conferences that present new studies and 
theories.

“I think we’re doing as good as we can. 
…We’ve all gone down to as small a por-
tion [of royalties] as possible. …There’s 
really no way that [the publisher] can sell 
it for less,” she said.

When asked what her royalty rate is for 
her textbook before donations, Thorson 
asserted the question is “wildly inappro-
priate,” but said typical royalties can be 
from 6.5 to 11 percent.

“At the end of the day, it’s not free. 
There are things that have to be paid for,” 
said Gerhold. “Somebody goes all the 
way through university to a doctoral de-
gree, they’re probably $250,000 into their 
education to get to the point that they have 
sufficient expertise to even consider creat-
ing publishable material. That’s an invest-
ment in the future of somebody,” he said.

“I think it’s not unreasonable for some-
one to want to sell some of that expertise. 
If I could have lived the life I had wanted 
to and become a recording star, if I made 
music, I’d want people to buy the music,” 
he said.

“I respect that students have limited re-
sources. This book is still less than when 
somebody else was getting the royalty.”

An anonymous source that has been 
close to the BC textbook process in the 
past views the selling of self-written text-
books for profit as a conscious decision 
for the authors.

“I would hope that people are writing 
to help students better understand and saw 
that other textbooks in their area didn’t ad-
equately prepare students, and they wrote 
to clarify those things. Should they be 
compensated for the work they’ve done? 
That’s a personal decision. Many people 
who have contributed to this OER (open 
education resource), they wrote too, but 
they thought, ‘You know, I want to give 
this information away.’”

Continued from Page 1

EDWARDS: Family and friends mourn former English professor Nancy Edwards

Continued from Page 1

TEXTBOOKS: BC faculty speaks on self-written textbooks, supplemental materials

“Veterans need a 
place of their own 
just so they can be 

around like-minded 
people with shared 

experiences. The 
biggest thing is 

for them to have a 
place where they 

can give each other 
a hard time and not 

be offended by it.”
–Jeremy Staat,

Welding professor

AMBRIA KING  / THE RIP

Jeremy Staat poses for a photo near the Veterans Center. 

poetry or writing, he explained he enjoys 
and appreciates the arts of poetry, paint-
ing etc. 

Mitchell explained that Edward’s love 
for poetry and the arts will continue 
through the many students she was able 
to touch in her 41 years as a professor at 
BC, as well as through her scholarship on 
campus that is named after her father. 

Rosa Garza, who is part of the Social 
Science faculty on campus, established a 
relationship with Edwards when she was 
a student of Edwards and took her creative 
writing class at BC.

According to Garza, the two would oc-
casionally go out to lunch or grab coffee 

together after class was over.
Garza said that Edwards played a large 

role in helping Garza achieve her goal of 
going back to school and acquiring her 
master’s degree.

“I looked up to her and she encouraged 
me. I wasn’t sure if I wanted to continue 
with my education and she was very in-
strumental in encouraging me to follow 
what I wanted to do and eventually I was 
able to get my master’s degree.

“She gave me more confidence in what 
I wanted to do. I was a little unsure.

“I had been married for 20 years and 
thinking of going back to school was a 
big step, and she was there for me,” Garza 

said. 
Over time, Edwards grew to become 

much more than just a friend to Garza. “I 
saw her as a sister, I have older sisters her 
age.

“So she was everything, family, friend 
and mentor, all rolled into one,” Garza 
said. 

Even though the memorial is roughly 
two months after Edwards’ funeral, Garza 
claimed she is extremely glad BC was 
able to organize a memorial for Edwards, 
and is confident the memorial will pay 
proper respects to a woman who had a 
major impact on not only herself, but the 
entire English community at BC.
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By Sam L. Jaime
Sports Editor

The season ended for the Bakersfield College 
men’s basketball team Feb. 24, at the hands of a 
buzzer-beating circus shot by Chaffey in overtime.
The Chaffey Panthers came out on top, 75-73 in 
the opening round of the postseason. “It was a 
one-in-a-million shot. It was a pretty incredible 
shot. He was falling down after taking. They took 
a shot and missed it then he tipped it one handed 
and missed it, then our guy kind of got a hand on it, 
but somehow his hand got displaced, and as he was 
coming down, he threw the ball up, and as he was 
falling, the ball went up and hit the corner of the 
backboard and somehow went in,” said head coach 
Rich Hughes. 

The Renegades were not expected to even make 
the playoffs before the season began, instead going 
20-10 on the season, capturing their 20th victory 
of the season in their regular season finale against 
Canyons Feb. 15. “We weren’t expected to do 
much, and you look at how you gauge a season. 
One, we won our conference. Two, you try and win 
20 games, which is typically a benchmark, and we 
did. Three, you want to get into the playoffs, and 
we did that,” said Hughes. 

The Feb. 24 matchup against Chaffey had similar 
characteristics to many of the Renegades previous 
games throughout the season.

In the early stages of the first half, the Renegades 
trailed by as much as 16 points, only to erase the 
deficit and lead by as many as nine points in the 
second half. “[Chaffey] made a lot of shots early, 
but we settled down and just kept defending, and 

slowly but surely we got back in it. During the sec-
ond half there were moments where we had the 
momentum,” said Hughes, “One crazy shot and a 
few calls go our way in the second half, and we’re 
moving on, but you can’t say it was a bad season 
based on one game. It was disappointing, but they 
far exceeded everybody’s expectations, so I was re-
ally proud of them.”

 The back-and-forth game was the 11th decided 
by three or less points, and marked the sixth time 
the Renegades had played in overtime, two of the 
previous times going into double-overtime.“It was 
the most interesting year for me, because I don’t 
think in my years of coaching, I don’t think I’ve 
had so many close games in one season. We lost 
eight games by three points or less. The swing of 
our season could have gone many different ways. It 
wasn’t my favorite part to be so many close games, 
because it’s stressful, but I would say it was the 
most interesting year I’ve ever had, considering 
overtimes and close losses and wins like that,” said 
Hughes.

Following the tough overtime loss, Hughes had 
some words for his players. “I told them I was 
proud of them, because they gave everything they 
had. We may not have played our best game, but we 
played hard and we did the things we felt needed 
to be done to win. When you lose on a crazy shot, 
there’s nothing you can do about that,” he said.

Looking ahead to next season, the Renegades 
have possibly six returning freshman, including 
guard Jamar Hammonds.

Hammonds averaged 16.5 points per game, and 
scored 30-plus points five times throughout the 
season. “The thing about our team this year was 

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

The Bakersfield College women’s basket-
ball team closed the season with a close win, 
75-72, against College of the Canyons on Feb. 
15 at the Gil Bishop Sports Center.

The game was the last regular season game 
for the Renegades, who shared the Western 
State Conference title but didn’t make the 
playoffs.

“Just as I figured we’d probably have to win 
all our league games to make it to play-off, and 
I was right. Thankfully, all of our four sopho-
mores have made it into the Sophomore Show-
case,” Dahl said.

On March 10, Mackenzie te Velde, Kennedy 
Nielson, Marissa Figueroa and Julie Olvera 
will all be a part of the Sophomore Showcase, 
which is a place where four-year universities 
can recruit players from community colleges. 
The Renegades also had three players named 
first-team all-conference: Kennedy Nielson, 
Marissa Figueroa, and Angie Kroeger.

Against Canyons, the teams were tied 13 
times and the score was close throughout.

In the first half, many of the key BC play-
ers sat because they had two fouls, so it was 
hard for the Renegades to gain the lead they 
aspired.

Earlier in the season, the Renegades lost a 
12-point lead against Canyons which Dahl 
stated, “That stung, but the team didn’t give 
up. They are ready to beat Canyons this time.”

 “In the first half we really couldn’t get the 
momentum we wanted,” said Dahl. “It was a 
very close called game, and we just battled 
after that. We made some key free throws 
throughout the night, and just thank heavens 
we made it out with a ‘W.’”

By Sam L. Jaime
Sports Editor

Home games have posed significant 
issues for Bakersfield College base-
ball through this point in the season. 
Through nine games played at Gerry 
Collis Field, the Renegades have been 
forced to delay or postpone six, result-
ing in three doubleheaders. “The weath-
er hasn’t helped, that’s why we played 
14 games in 21 days. You know, for us, 
playing a home game hasn’t been easy. 
We out here pumping water [off the 
field] before the sun came up the other 
day. It’s not an excuse, it’s just the way it 
is,” said head coach Tim Painton.

Responsible for maintaining field 
conditions, players arrive earlier for 
home games than they would for away 
games, a task that proves daunting 
when dealing with the remnants of foul 
weather. “People don’t see that, they see 
the results of the game, and they don’t 
realize our guys have been out here six 
hours prior to that, working on a field to 
try and play,” said Painton. 

Throughout this unusual start to the 
season, the Renegades have posted a 
record of 5-11, have won only a single 
game at home, and withstood a seven-
game losing streak before opening con-
ference play against LA Mission with 
a 5-3 victory on Feb. 25.  “Baseball, 
probably more than any other sport is 
a game of momentum, simply because 
we’ve played 14 games in 21 days, and 
there isn’t another sport that does that. 
So, momentum can be a positive, or it 
can be a negative; and once we started 
kind of a downhill slide, you don’t re-
ally have a chance to fix things. You’re 

right back on the field the next day,” said 
Painton.

During the seven-game slide, the 
Renegades were outscored 59-15. De-
spite 33 of those 59 opposing runs be-
ing scored over just two games, cold 
bats seemed to plague BC hitters. “Of-
fensively, we haven’t been very good up 
to this point. I believe we have lost five 
one-run games and four two-run games 
out of ten ballgames. Taking that, we’ve 
done a good enough job on the mound, 
we just have to get some offense going,” 
said Painton.

“We’ve just been inconsistent up and 
down there have been players who’ve 
played well in spots, but it’s a long sea-
son and for us its simply about trying to 
fix what’s broken. And when the wheels 
fall off the cart like they have for us the 
past few weeks, physical things become 
mental things, and that’s where we are at 
right not as a club.”

As the weather is expected to warm 
and stabilize as the season progresses, 
Painton expects a sense of normalcy to 
return. “I think as the schedule starts 
getting into a routine, and you get into 
the routine of playing three times a 
week, there’s always a day in between, 
and a chance to catch your breath a little 
bit,” he said.

“All it takes is a win or two to get back 
to feeling good about ourselves. So, a 
win would do more for us than any ad-
justment or anything we could do physi-
cally on the field,” Painton said before 
the Renegades streak-snapping victory.

The team opens March 1 on the road 
against Glendale at 6 p.m., but return 
home to Gerry Collis Field on March 4 
to face West LA at 6 p.m.

J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

BC’s Octavia Croney goes up for a shot vs. Canyons on Feb. 15.

J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

BC freshman guard Jamar Hammonds converts the game-winning dunk vs. College of 
the  Canyons on Feb. 15, but the Renegades lost in the playoffs vs. Chaffey on Feb. 24. 

Baseball team hopes win 
signals change of fortune

BC left out 
of playoffs 

BC men eliminated
J.R. HENSLEY / THE RIP

Head coach Richard Hughes discusses his game plan with the team Feb. 15 vs. Canyons.

that everyone had a role, and [Jamar Hammonds] 
role from the beginning was to be a scorer. He has 
things he needs to work on to become an anchor, 
because right now he does one thing pretty well. 
It’s good to have someone that can score against 
really good teams, but everyone has a role to play, 
and his just happened to be from more of a scoring 
aspect,” said Hughes. 

When asked about his favorite moments of this 
year, Hughes said, “My favorite is always Sopho-

more Night, just seeing your sophomores going 
out with a ‘W,’ and they ended up going out with 
their 20th ‘W’ that’s always a favorite time of year 
too. I’m proud of their legacy, our sophomores are 
the first to win back-to-back conference titles in 
school history, since entering the conference in 
1981.”

Forecasting the future, Hughes said, “On paper 
it looks good, but it’s too early to tell what’s going 
to happen with those guys.”

Basketball season ends at the hands 
of Chaffey in playoff opener
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Column

E9: What you wouldn’t 
believe about sports.

Sam L. Jaime

Who’s 
the tough 
guy now?

Hockey is the toughest 
sport. It’s the only sport I’ve 
ever seen a guy play with a 
broken leg, a coach shrug off 
a puck splitting his head open, 
and a linesman get popped 
in the mouth hard enough 
to make Floyd Mayweather 
blush, and carry on as if he 
couldn’t be 
bothered. 

Yet, what 
makes any of 
that “tough”? 
Why does the 
toughness of 
a sport even 
matter? Why 
was your re-
action to the opening line of 
this column a process of de-
veloping a rebuttal? 

Many of us are bred to be-
lieve that masculinity can be 
defined and measured based 
on the ability to throw a ball, 
or take a punch. It’s a hard 
concept to oppose when it’s 
rooted in our social evolution.

It comes from the days 
before survival in extreme 
situations turned into enter-
tainment, and dominance in 
battle meant living to fight 
another day. 

But we are far removed 
from the days of gladiators 
and hunters, our necessity 
having turned to sport. The 
definition of masculinity 
through the lens of athletics is 
archaic at best.

Even if masculinity wasn’t 
a nearly impossible thing to 
accurately define, considering 
it is the most subjective as-
pect of male culture, it would 
still have no place in sports. 
There’s no place in sports 
for masculinity since women 
have finally broken barriers 
and more than placed them-
selves in the conversation. 

No longer is “throwing 
like a girl” a bad thing, since 
we’ve finally entered the age 
of female athletes being rep-
resented as such, rather than 
as marketing tools to sexu-
alize and marginalize. It’s 
been a long road for women 
in sports, and not a secretive 
one. At every turn, women 
have been thwarted by those 
thinking women can hang, or 
have no place next to men. It’s 
headline news in sports when 
gender lines are crossed. 

Mo’ne Davis is the bur-
den of proof when the con-
versation in baseball turns 
to whether women should 
be able to play professional 
baseball. The country has 
already been exposed to the 
All-American Girls Pro-
fessional Baseball League, 
America’s answer to the 
baseball shortage created by 
World War II, so if there is no 
supposed room for women in 
Major League Baseball, why 
not resurrect this war-time so-
lution? Why not make a pro-
fessional softball league?

The world’s most popular 
softball player, Jennie Finch, 
seems doomed to only pitch 
at publicity events after col-
lege in Arizona, and winning 
a gold and silver medal in 
the 2004 and 2008 Olympics 
respectively. Finch became 
the first female to manage a 
professional baseball team in 
2016, a one-day guest spot, 
which despite the historic val-
ue, is demeaning itself.

Cheryl Miller is another 
case of gender inequality in 
sports. Cheryl was far bet-
ter than her brother Reggie. 
Both were basketball stars 
at UCLA, and while Reggie 
went on to terrorize Spike Lee 
and the Knicks for the Indiana 
Pacers, Cheryl settled in with 
ESPN.

Many of us spend our post-
athletic days thinking about 
what could have been, but 
what about those who were 
never actually given a chance? 
Depriving our daughters of 
equality is tragic.

By Dylan Bryant
Reporter

The CSUB men’s soccer team 
will be hosting the U-17 Mexi-
can National Team for a friendly 
match on March 1. This isn’t the 
first time the two teams have 
faced off, and during their last 
visit, the Mexican National team 
clinched a stunning victory dur-
ing penalty kicks.

CSUB coach Richie Grant 
said in a press release that the 
Mexico team is “one of the best 
in the world in their age group” 
and called the game a “great op-
portunity.” The Mexican team 
will be competing in the U-17 
FIFA World Cup in October, an 
event which is the peak of their 
competition.

Local supporters of both clubs 
are hoping for some of the same 
level of action they got to wit-
ness in 2009. Nick, 21, a student 
at Bakersfield College, says he’s 
looking forward to watching the 
national team’s youngsters. “I’m 
definitely going to go, Mexico is 
sick!” Some of his favorite play-
ers – including Javier Hernan-
dez – play for Mexico, so he’s 
sure there will be talent on both 
teams.

Naythan, 19, said he’s more 
looking forward to seeing CSUB 
play again.

“I used to go to the games all 
the time when I was younger, so 
it’ll be fun to be out there again. 
There’s nothing quite like it,” he 
said. 

After their match with Mexico, 
the Runners will face off against 
Mexican Professional Club Pa-
chuca and Cal Baptist before 
wrapping up their spring season 
with a match against Stanford.  

Tickets are available at the 
gate or at 1-(800)-654-BLUE. 
They are $15 for non-students, 
and $5 with a student ID. The 
match begins at 7 p.m. on The 
Main Soccer Field.

By Mario Saldaña
Digital Content Editor

In the last six games the Ren-
egades softball team has played, 
they have won three. The two 
most recent wins occurred at 
home, during a double header 
against West Hills Coalinga on 
Feb. 26, perhaps signaling the 
team has a better sense of how 
strong they are.

Before those six games, five 
consecutive games were post-
poned. Game one of the Feb. 
26 doubleheader ended with 
Bakersfield winning 10-4 on 
the strength of 12 hits and eight 
RBIs. West Hills had six hits 
and four RBIs. Bakersfield Col-
lege’s highest scoring inning 
was in the bottom of the second 
and the fourth. 

The Renegades scored one 
run in the first inning, though 
Alexis Rodriguez opened the 
scoring on a passed ball as 

Naizemarie Ubay advanced 
to second. Michelle Puente 
singled, and advanced to third 
on the throw, bringing Chelsey 
Herrera and Ubay home for two 
runs.

Then Puente scored, on an er-
ror by the third baseman after 
Kathryn Aldrete reached first. 

BC’s pitcher McKenna Va-
lencia pitched all seven innings 
with eight strikeouts, and West 
Hills pitcher H. Martell pitched 
all six innings with no strikeouts 
and seven errors.

Another win for the Ren-
egades after beating West Hills 
in the second game 5-2.

BC had seven hits and four 
RBIs while West Hills had five 
hits and two RBIs. Alexis Solis 
pitched all seven innings with 
one strikeout and two errors. C. 
Martinez pitched for all six in-
nings with two strikeouts, and 
two errors.

Coach Christie Hill explains 

on the outlook of both games 
and how she thought the team 
held up against West Hills “We 
looked pretty good against West 
Hills in both games, there are a 
few things that we could have 
done better, but the girls recog-
nized what they could do differ-
ent and I’m confident they will 
make the adjustments in our 
next games.”

BC’s pitching has had a good 
start throughout the beginning 
of the season with 47 strikeouts 
in total between all three start-
ers. 43of those strikeouts have 
come from McKenna Valencia, 
who also has four wins and five 
losses with a 6.77 ERA on the 
year.

“The key to both our pitch-
ers having successful games 
is throwing strikes. Working 
ahead in the count and limit-
ing number of walks we allow. 
We have struggled a bit with 
that, but I have faith that both 

of our pitchers are getting better 
and stronger inning by inning,” 
said Coach Hill when speaking 
about her pitcher’s success.

Offensively, the team has per-
formed well collecting 73 hits, 
55 runs, and has batted .266 
to this point of the season, and 
Coach Hills is thrilled to see 
her team putting high numbers, 
even though she already knows 
what this group of girls can do 
on the plate.

“We have some great hitters 
on this and hitting is contagious. 
We always talk about going to 
the plate with a plan and execut-
ing that plan.

“We do a lot of tee work and 
front toss, but also remind the 
kids that when they go to the 
plate they have to have a clear 
mind, see ball, hit ball!”

The Renegades’ next game 
will be at home against Oxnard 
on March 2, and at Los Angeles 
Pierce on March 7.

By Mario Saldaña
Digital Content Editor

The Bakersfield College men’s and women’s swimming 
teams had two swim meets on Feb. 24 and 25 at the Mt. Sac 
Swimming and Diving Invitational Swimmers, both com-
bining 318 points in total ending up on the 13 spot out of 
22 schools. Feb. 24 events were more of the sprint events 
and the 25 were the longer events.

For the men’s swimming team, the three highest scoring 
swimmers during the two meets were Brian Bender, with 
43 points in seven individual events; Andrew Martinez, 32 
points in six individual events; and Steve Santana with 23 
points in six individual events.

Bender did well in individual medley ending up in fourth 
place with 58.96, fifth place in the 100-meter breaststroke 
with 1:02.87, and was disqualified in the 50 breaststroke 
after a false start, which Coach Matt Moon said was ques-
tionable.

Andrew Martinez placed third in the 1650-yard freestyle 
with a time of 18:14.26, and also took eighth place in the 
200-yard in the butterfly in 2:09.67.

For the women’s swimming team, the three highest scor-
ers were Cynthia Maner with 14 points in seven individual 
events, Niquelette Rimer with 11 points in seven individual 
events, and Jennifer Quan, who had the most points of the 
team with 70 points in seven individual events.

Jennifer Quan had a successful swim meet during the 
weekend, taking first place in the 50-meter breaststroke 
with 34.45 and seventh in both the 100-meter individual 
medley in 1:08.27 and 200-yard breaststroke in 2:45.07.

Moon was happy with both teams’ performance during 
the meets and has a clearer view on where the teams are at 
and has a better picture of both their strengths and flaws.

“I was really pleased by both sides from top to bottom, 
some swam a little more and did great with times,” he said. 
“We’re mostly a mid-distance type team, not necessarily a 
sprint type team, so we see our strengths in mid-distance 
events.”

Moon mentioned what the team needs to work on. 
“One way we can move forward is we’re going to try 

to be a little more aggressive, because I feel like that’s 
somewhere where we lacked, not being as aggressive in 
the front end of the races we could and as we should. So 
that is what we are going to have to work on from here to 
our next meet.”

The teams’ next swim meet will be March 4 at Canyons 
at the WSC #1.

J.R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

Freshman pitcher Mckenna Valencia delivers a pitch in game one of a doubleheader vs. West Hills Coalinga, Feb. 26.

Softball finding the swing of things with wins

CSUB to 
host U-17 
soccer 

Daulton James Jones
Reporter

Bakersfield College’s women’s tennis team is off to 
a good start with 10 wins and one loss. Feb. 21 against 
Orange Coast College was an important one, even 
though it wasn’t a conference game. BC and Orange 
Coast came undefeated. One of them was going to go 
home with a loss. Coach Nick Laudermilk said after 
the game, “Somebody was going home with a loss, 
and unfortunately it was us. But we did not go down 
without a fight. The lady ‘Gades took their first loss 
of the season but learned a lot about themselves in the 
process.”

Sophomore Riley Tucker and Brittany Aguilar won 
8-3, and freshman Serena Contreras and Arianna 
Acevedo won 8-4 in doubles. Out of the six singles 
matches, Chloe Moreno and Acevedo both won. Days 
later on Feb. 24, the BC women came back to shut out 

Antelope Valley College. The team won their singles 
matches by an average of 6-0, and won their doubles 
by an average of 8-0, remaining undefeated in confer-
ence.  On March 2, they will be away at San Francisco.

Meanwhile, the men’s teams has an overall record 
of 1-3, including three matches that were postponed 
because of rain and rescheduled for later in the season.

On Feb. 24, the men played at Santa Barbara City 
College and ended up winning 5-4. Mario Cabaloza 
(6-2, 6-0) and Ivan Rivera won their singles matches 
against the Vaqueros.BC won two out of the three dou-
bles matches. Freshman Zachary Gomez and Mario 
Cabaloza scored 8-5, and sophomore Austin Lux and 
freshman Alec Slykerman scored 8-0. “The guys are 
happy with this win, and they are ready to win some 
more. They are gaining the skills they need to win,” 
said head coach Nick Jacobs.

The men’s team will be hosting Victor Valley on 
March 2 at 2 p.m.

Tennis serves up wins

BC swims into 
13th place at Mt. 
Sac. Invitational

JESSE NAJERA / THE RIP

Sophomore Riley Tucker follows through on a serve against Antelope Valley on Feb. 23. 
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My First Drink
Story by Daulton James Jones

Photos by J.R. Hensley

So on Feb. 18, I finally turned 21! For most peo-
ple, that usually means they are about to begin a 
24-hour party full of enough alcohol to mimic a 
Tuesday night at Charlie Sheen’s house. I, on the 
other hand, wasn’t. That’s not who I am or who I 
honestly ever see myself being.

Instead, to avoid the inevitable nagging from my 
peers to take part in the drunkenness that for some 
reason comes with 21st birthdays, my friend Shan-
ice and I bought tickets to Soulquarius, which is an 
R&B and hip hop festival in Orange County that 
featured acts such as Jhene Aiko, The Internet, Ari 
Lennox, Ja Rule and Ashanti, Brandy, DMX, and 
the legendary Erykah Badu followed by numerous 
others. 

It was honestly amazing. I got to see so many of 
the artists that I had always listened to, and in the 
past, I had suffered from F.O.M.O. (Fear of Miss-
ing Out) because their concerts were sold out.

Looking back at this, I can completely 
see that I didn’t buy the ticket to this con-
cert solely because I wanted to see all these 
performers, but also as a form of escapism.  
I was trying to avoid getting drunk, 
tipsy, hammered, or whatever 
you want to call it, so bad that I 
purchased this ticket.

I am that friend in the group 
who, when everyone goes out, 
there’s no need to worry if it’s 
your turn to be the D.D. (Desig-
nated Driver). I’ll be there, more 
than willing to take the position. 

Some may think that’s bor-
ing, but I love it. I personally 
don’t like being under the 
influence or so I thought 
I wouldn’t like it. I’m a 
control freak sober, so 
I just figured if not be-
ing in control of myself 
and my actions while 
sober freaks me out, 
then under the influ-
ence, it would defi-
nitely not go well, so 
I always took the loss 
for that.

Also, it just wasn’t 
appealing to me grow-
ing up. Like when I 
would see people drunk, 
they wouldn’t display 
characteristics that I want-
ed to attain. 

During high school when I 
would go to parties with my friends, 
I’d just see a bunch of people I knew acting a fool. 
They would act completely different, and a majori-
ty of the time in ways that were not in the least part 
flattering. Plus, I played football in high school and 
here at Bakersfield College, so I’m not even going 
to describe the things that were going on then.

Needless to say, my hesitation to drink did actu-
ally put a damper on my friendships. My friends 
would feel like I was judging them because I chose 
not to take part in the drinking. 

They decided to not invite me to things because 
they felt as if, “Well, if Daulton’s not going to 
drink, why is he here?” 

Thankfully, this quickly faded, and they became 
more understanding.

My fear of self-control definitely has a tight grip 
on me. I’m not completely sure where it comes 
from. I’ve just seen so many people succumb to 
alcoholism and not even be aware of it. Some of 
those people are members of my extended family. 
Maybe seeing them unconsciously struggle with 
this as I was growing up left a negative imprint of 
alcohol on me. 

I had numerous conversations with my cousin 
about this, and she basically told me that I have to 
let go, and see what happens. To most people that 
sounds super easy and stress free, but for me that 
was so stressful and difficult.

Thankfully, I did. 
Days after my birthday, one of my other friends 

was having a birthday where she was also turning 
21, so I attended. 

I told myself that I wasn’t going to leave until I 
drank. She was having a Tacos and Tequila themed 
birthday since it was National Margarita Day. 

Me being me, I just tried it, with the utmost cau-
tion, and my goodness this margarita 
was strong at first. It was good, don’t 
get me wrong, but I just wasn’t ex-
pecting the kick back to be so heavy 
from the alcohol. 

To be honest in my head I was like 
“Whelp, I drank. Good job, give 
yourself a pat on the back, and go 
back to your water now,” but I didn’t, 

I kept drinking. I began to loosen 
up and talk a lot more which I 
think shocked one of my new 
friends J.R. 

I was having a good time, 
and I honestly thought everyone 
was lying when they would say, 
“Just keep drinking, and it’ll 

taste better.” But it’s totally 
true! 

That night I drank about 
four margaritas, and in-
dulged in tacos and cake! 
I definitely felt “tipsy” or 
whatever you want to call 
it. I was all good until 
about 10:30 p.m., and 
then I was out cold. I 
tried so hard to stay up 
and have fun with every-

one, but I was so tired. 
I guess I’m a sleepy 

drunk.
I definitely conquered my al-

cohol fears that day. I understood that, 
yes, those people that I have seen act negatively be-
cause of alcohol, but not everyone reacts that way. 
Thankfully I didn’t, which is what I was afraid of. 

I had a really good time that night. I’m not sure 
if it was because of the alcohol, my friends, or a 
mix of the two. 

In the future I’m definitely not going to stress 
over having a couple drinks at a social event. I’m 
definitely not going to take part in the blackout 
drinking I’ve seen so many do in front of me, but 
I am not opposed to a few drinks here and there. 

Alcohol and I had a good first encounter with 
one another.
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Daulton tries his hand at tending the bar and makes his second cocktail from the mixes. 
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The backdrop of the make-shift photo booth was created by Daulton’s friend Kari 
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