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Bakersfield College

By Fernanda Martinez
Reporter

Bakersfield College commu-
nication professor Bryan Hiraya-
ma was recently awarded the 
Western States Communication 
Association 2017 Distinguished 
Teaching Award. 

The WSCA is the regional 
western states’ non-profit edu-
cational association of scholars, 
teachers, and students within the 
field of communication. The as-
sociation publishes scholarly 
journals as well as hosts an annu-

al convention that provides op-
portunities to learn and explore 
current issues in communication.

Hirayama has been involved 
with the WSCA since his gradu-
ate years at Fresno State, as this 
is where graduate students pres-
ent their research. According to 
the WSCA, the Distinguished 
Teaching Award is given to “de-
serving faculty members who 
have made a significant contribu-
tion to the quality of teaching in 
WSCA and the communication 
field institutions in the Western 
region.”

“I’m still shocked that I actu-
ally got the award,” said Hiraya-
ma. Faculty members must be 
nominated in order to be consid-
ered to receive the awards. This 
year, Hirayama traveled to Utah 
to both present workshops and 
receive his award. 

Hirayama was nominated for 
the award by professor of com-
munications at Arizona State 
University Dr. Bradley Adame, 
a longtime close colleague and 
friend. As a nominee, Hirayama 
had to submit documents, such 
as letters of recommendation 

and teaching evaluations. The 
WSCA then picked a recipient 
for the award based on abilities 
to “demonstrate teaching that 
rises above the craft of teaching 
and incites intellectual curios-
ity in students, [inspires] depart-
mental colleagues and makes 
students aware of significant re-
lationships between the academy 
and the world at large.”

Hirayama attended Fresno 
State to obtain his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees. He was highly 
involved as a teaching assis-

By Megan Fenwick
Reporter

Steve Schultz and David Rosales became 
friends in 1989 when they were chosen to work on 
the online program known as Banner for the Kern 
Community College District.

When Schultz was assigned to work on Banner, 
he was baffled that they would choose him. “I’d 
never used a mouse before. … But that was one 
of the most enlightening experiences of my life,” 
he said.

When they met, Schultz was working as a coun-
selor and Rosales was teaching history. That was 
nearly 30 years ago. On March 9, the two men met 
up on the BC campus to reminisce with their sons, 
Jonathan Schultz and Oliver Rosales, who have 
carried on their legacies as a counselor and history 
teacher, respectively.

It had been six years since Steve Schultz and 
David Rosales had last seen each other. “It’s not 
true, if he says anything. No, I wasn’t here when 
they turned the dirt over,” joked David Rosales. 

During their reminiscing on March 9, much of 

the history that involves the four was covered.
David Rosales and his wife, Irene, brought their 

son to BC when he was only 3 days old. “My first 
memories of here were coming to the Christmas 
tree lightings,” Oliver Rosales said. “We have a 
picture of him as a three-year-old, and I had this 
red sombrero and he put it on his head. When he 
got his Ph.D. I told Irene, ‘God, did we know he 
was going to be a Chicano Studies professor?’” 
David Rosales said. 

Oliver Rosales was initially planning on teach-
ing law, but when he sat in on his father’s classes, 
he felt drawn to teach history and decided to fol-
low in his father’s footsteps. He decided to take a 
job at Bakersfield College rather than a university 
in another area of the country because his research 
on the United Farmers Workers was based in Kern 
County. He teaches most of his classes are located 
at the Delano campus. 

After serving in the army, Steve Schultz went 
back to college at Fresno State University to study 
criminology and worked as an intern for a proba-
tion officer. “Three weeks before I was graduating, 
I had just finished my internship and I’m thinking 

to myself, ‘I don’t want to do this,’” he recalled.
Instead he continued his education and took 

another internship that introduced him to counsel-
ling. He worked as an academic adviser at Fresno 
State for seven years before getting hired as the 
first full-time Extended Opportunity Programs and 
Services counselor.

Jonathan Schultz also followed in his father’s 
footsteps by becoming a counselor at Bakersfield 
College and hopes to receive his Doctor of Educa-
tion in the future. 

It was when Jonathan Schultz spoke to Oliver 
Rosales after the latter’s presentation on the Social 
Justice Institute that they first met.

“I dropped his name to my dad way back then 
and that’s when he mentioned for the first time that 
he knew his dad and I had to kind of put it together. 
I kind of forgot about it for a while, to be honest.”

Jonathan Schultz was amazed by how many 
similarities the two families shared. Both fathers 
were veterans and each had a son then a daughter. 
As the next generation, Oliver Rosales and Jona-
than Schultz mirrored their fathers by pursuing the 
same careers and sharing a parallel friendship.

By Zach Sullivan 
Reporter

Bakersfield College will be hosting its sec-
ond annual Pre-Law Day Conference on April 
28 to provide an educational event for local BC 
and high school students interested in pursuing a 
career in law, according to Marilynn Sanchez, a 
Pre-Law Program leadership team member and 
political science professor at BC.

 This year’s theme is “Celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the 14th Amendment”.  The con-
ference will place a special emphasis on the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation (1954), which is the case that focused on 
nationwide legalization of racial desegregation. 
The event will take place in the BC Performing 
Arts Center.

Students in attendance will have the opportuni-
ty to learn about historical court cases that paved 
the way for legal racial desegregation not only in 
the state of California, but nationwide. The event 
will include two panel discussions composed of 
prominent local attorney and judges, including 
Judge Steven Katz, an adjunct professor at BC as 
well as a courtroom commissioner. Students will 
receive valuable legal insight and advice from the 
panel throughout the discussion.

Sanchez claims students in attendance will also 
gain valuable insight on how acquiring their Juris 
Doctor (a degree in Law) is not only for those in-
terested in practicing law as a career. 

“Through our event, students will learn that in-
dividuals with JD’s have many career possibili-
ties such as: lawyer, judge, mediator, paralegal, 
consultant, educator, court administrator, govern-
ment administrator, politician, college/university 
president and many other career opportunities. 
We hope that at Law Day the students learn that 
earning a JD primarily expands employment op-
portunities, allowing a law school graduate to 
select the profession they are most passionate 
about,” she said. 

Sanchez believes students interested in this 
event will benefit in a plethora of ways from at-
tending. “In my opinion, students should expect 
to walk away from the conference with: 1) en-
hanced knowledge on the historical landmark le-
gal cases that lead to racial desegregation in the 
U.S., 2) valuable legal insight and advice from 
local judges and attorneys on potentially pursuing 
a law degree, 3) an opportunity to network with 
local law offices for potential internship opportu-
nities, 4) learn about various careers available to 
law school graduates, 5) learn details about the 
law school application process, 6) socialize with 
peers that may have the same career interest, 7) 
make helpful professional connections that will 
hopefully last a lifetime, and 8) learn more about 
BC’s Pre-Law Program and how to join if they 
become interested in doing so,” she said. 

The event is free and open to all students on 
campus. Sanchez also sees the event as a great 
way for students to make important connections 
for their future.

“Hopefully, this event will be very successful 
in connecting students to potential internship op-
portunities. 

“Especially since we are expecting approxi-
mately 30 local law offices to host internship 
booths.  Students need to keep in mind that net-
working is crucial for their professional success, 
therefore attending events such as the BC Law 
Day Conference will give them that opportunity,” 
Sanchez said.

Anyone who is interested in attending is en-
couraged to sign up for the conference online at 
bakersfieldcollege.edu/prelaw/law-day-2017-reg-
istration before April 19.

BC professor honored with award

FERNANDA MARTINEZ  / THE RIP

BC communication professor Bryan Hirayama poses next 
to his 2017 Distinguished Teaching Award from WSCA.

Find info, attend 
panels, and more 
at Pre-Law Day

One unlikely case of Déjà Vu

LIZETTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

Former BC history professor David Rosales and former BC counselor Steve Schultz recount old stories as their sons listen intently.

LIZETTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

The handshake between the two quickly becomes an embrace.
LIZETTE CHAVEZ  / THE RIP

David Rosales and Steve Schultz go in for a handshake at BC.

The sons of two former faculty continue their legacy

 Please see HIRAYAMA, Page 7
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J.R. Hensley

The Gay Agenda: Life and 
times of a modern gay man.

This past Oscars was his-
toric. Not for the flub, which 
took all of the spotlight, but 
that a black, gay film was 
nominated for “Best Picture”. 
I’m saddened to say I have 
yet to see “Moonlight.” My 
life has been too busy and 
what little time I do have has 
been filled with 
“Golden Girls” 
episodes, since 
the entire series 
was released on 
Hulu. 

When it 
comes to gay 
cinema, the 
most commonly known film 
is “Brokeback Mountain.” 
While it is one of the best 
among the few, it falls into the 
same trap every gay film falls 
in, the depressing ending. 

I don’t know if gay film-
makers all got together and 
ruled that nothing can end 
well for the character, be-
cause for most, if not all, end 
with the character learning a 
harsh life lesson. Maybe it’s 
the fact that most of our lives 
are typically fraught with 
sadness. But that’s not what 
movies are for, which is an 
escape from reality. Yes, we 
want the hero to struggle, but 
they’re supposed to come out 
better for it in the end.

My husband jokes that I 
just watch gay movies be-
cause they’re gay. Which is 
true. I think all of us want to 
see ourselves projected in our 
chosen mediums.

I think that’s why I’ve 
watched so many, even if they 
are terrible; and let me tell 
you there are some horrifi-
cally trashy gay movies out 
there. 

Trudging through the muck 
and mire gets exhausting, but 
there are some glittering gems 
that I have clung to my chest. 

“Brokeback Mountain” 
is the benchmark because it 
is first and foremost a com-
mercial success. It had actual 
in-cinema release. Most gay 
movies are straight to DVD. I 
really do love this movie be-
cause it is so beautiful and the 
story, while slow, is still very 
strong. It told the story of two 
men who fell in love but had 
to maintain the illusion of a 
straight life. It toes the line of 
the men who identify as het-
erosexual but will from time 
to time fool around with a 
guy. The main character En-
nis wasn’t gay; he was in love 
with Jack. 

My second favorite and the 
one everyone has to watch, 
like right now, stop reading 
this article and check it out, is 
the film “Shelter.” The story 
is incredible and heartfelt and 
unlike the previous, it doesn’t 
end sad.

It actually has a happy end-
ing that warms my heart and 
makes me want to start the 
film over from the beginning. 
I call that my “shelter loop.” 
For a while I had a digital 
copy on my phone and would 
just listen to it repeatedly 
while at work. Also, it has an 
incredible soundtrack, which 
I, of course, purchased.

The third must is “Beauti-
ful Thing.” It’s from the early 
‘90s and comes across the 
pond from the U.K. I am such 
an Anglophile that anything 
from the mother-country al-
ways grabs my favor.

However, this one deserves 
it the most. It tells the story of 
these two boys who fall for 
each other accidentally, while 
the one is hiding out from his 
abusive family.

The film is filled with the 
songs of Mama Cass, which 
really frames the story and 
enhances the final scene with 
her classic “Dream a Little 
Dream of Me.” 

Honorable mention: “Big 
Eden,” “Latter Days,” and 
“Mambo Italiano.”

Gay films 
deserve 
happiness

By Zach Sullivan 
Reporter

Bakersfield College’s Lead-
ership Academy recently ran a 
week-long recycling pilot pro-
gram in an effort to cut waste 
and increase recycling on cam-
pus, which went well, according 
to Tarina Perry, an administrative 
secretary at BC who is in charge 
of the initiative and helped orga-
nize the pilot program. 

Perry said that in just five 
days, the program’s collection 
bins gathered 20 more pounds of 
recyclables than the week before 
the program began.

“We’re still compiling the 
data, but one of the things we 
have discovered as far as the 

recycling weight, we took the 
weight the week before and we 
collected 26 more pounds than 
we averaged the week before the 
program. So just in the one week 
we collected 26 more pounds 
from Monday-Friday than we 
had from Sunday-Sunday the 
week before. I think that showed 
the advertisement, the education 
was good and was an improve-
ment for one week so I think 
that is great, it shows potential,” 
Perry said. 

Perry said the program not 
only benefited the school by col-
lecting more weight in the bins, 
but also helped inform her and 
her team about what they can do 
to improve the program, includ-
ing better labeling of bins, more 

education on what goes into 
what bin, and better placement 
of bins throughout campus. 

“We did the survey in the caf-
eteria for just the students, and 
after we did that we decided to 
do a survey for staff as well. The 
results were very encouraging. 
We had 50 students respond to 
our survey, which was great. We 
found they needed more signage 
and more education among other 
things,” she said. 

Perry said that even she be-
lieves the signage was somewhat 
confusing, and that the pilot pro-
gram helped confirm her suspi-
cions. “I don’t think the signage 
was ideal. I think it was OK, 
and it goes to show you that the 
things we learn through the pilot 

is you have to have the right sig-
nage, the right size bins for the 
right facility, and the right num-
ber, because if you’re on your 
way to class and the signs are 
hard to read, you won’t use it.”

Perry believes the event was 
beneficial to everyone involved, 
including the students and her 
team. 

“I think this was a great thing 
to do. Not only did we find out 
what students and staff need, 
what works and doesn’t work, 
and we got free bins from a local 
organization during the whole 
process, so I thought it was a 
win-win.”

Perry explained that the first 
pilot test program was held only 
at BC, but she hopes to imple-

ment a pilot program district 
wide at BC’s Delano campus, 
Cerro Coso and Porterville. 

Perry said she would like to 
thank her team, which is com-
prised of Becky Rock from Por-
terville College, Elmer Aguilar 
from Cerro Coso, Chris Dison 
from BC-Delano, and Victor 
Diaz from BC, for all of their 
work in helping organize the 
program.

According to Perry, the team 
will present its plan to the Fa-
cilities and Sustainability Com-
mittee April 5 before their final 
presentation to the Chancellors 
Cabinet on April 28. If the plan 
is approved, Perry hopes to see 
it implemented before the end of 
the calendar year.

By Fernanda Martinez
Reporter

March is the national Wom-
en’s History Month, and Bakers-
field College’s Women History 
and More (W.H.A.M) committee 
has so far held a wide variety of 
events for students and members 
of the community to engage in. 

The first of the W.H.A.M. 
events, Women in the Middle 
Passage: Gender, Slavery, and 
the Problem of Writing History, 
was held on March 2. 

New York University pro-
fessor of Social and Cultural 
Analysis Jennifer Morgan gave 
a presentation to a large crowd 
of students and faculty on her 
research of women during the 
Middle Passage. 

Morgan analyzed the ways it 
was difficult for them to docu-
ment their experiences. 

On her research, Morgan men-
tioned that there is a lack of ar-
chives that speak about women’s 
history and how it is hard to find 
stories of women because of the 
“absence of language.” 

After her presentation, a large 
group of students gathered 
around to ask questions about 
her research.

On March 6, the W.H.A.M. 
committee held a screening of 

the film “Miss Representation.” 
The film analyzed the ways the 
culture of mainstream media has 
an impact on women and girls 
and how it results in their worries 
to be physically attractive rather 
than possess feelings of power 
and leadership. After the film, 
professor of English for Multi-
lingual Students at Bakersfield 
College Elizabeth Rodacker held 
a quick discussion about the film 
with members of the audience. 
The audience also engaged in 
conversations aloud with each 
other about their thoughts on 
women’s equality and the re-
sponsibilities they believe all 
genders should take to educate 
themselves on culturally-created 
gender roles.

One student mentioned that 
he did not see future changes for 
gender equality happening soon, 
heating up the conversation when 
he stated the bible speaks of men 
handling positions of authority. 
Another student mentioned that 
it is hard for younger girls to 
find women role models because 
women are constantly compet-
ing against each other rather than 
lending helping hands. 

Rodacker stated that in order 
for students to be the change 
they want to see, “they must 
educate themselves, lean in, and 

LIZETTE CHAVEZ / THE RIP

Bethany Gaze poses for the camera backstage during dress rehearsal 
for “Our Town.” 

LIZETTE CHAVEZ / THE RIP

Alyssa Galvez and Kara Coughnour rehearse as Carlie Wood waits in the 
wings for her cue.

LIZETTE CHAVEZ / THE RIP

Sara Alaniz adds some finishing touches to her hair before rehearsals 
begin.

LIZETTE CHAVEZ / THE RIP

Carlie Wood and Ryan Lee rehearse for “Our Town” on March 1, the 
night before opening night. The play ran March 2-4 at BC.

LIZETTE CHAVEZ / THE RIP

John Spitzer performs as a frustrated librarian trying to encourage other workers to be 
louder during improv performances at the Black Box Theatre on March 9.

JESSE NAJERA / THE RIP

Elizabeth Rodacker conducts a discussion after the 
viewing of the film “Miss Representation” on March 6.

Recycling project takes a next step

Many events for 
women’s history 
month held at BC 

participate.”
On March 9 and 10, BC 

Brian’s Beard Improv Theatre 
Troupe held two nights of differ-
ent improv performances to full 
crowds at the Black Box Theatre. 

Student John Spitzer, who 
performed on the first night, 
mentioned that both shows were 
to be completely different as im-
prov performances are based on 
the reactions of their audiences.  

Members of the theatre club 
asked their audience to think of 
the women role models in their 
personal and public lives and 
show them appreciation.

The night was full of laughs as 
the audience showed amazement 
at the student’s improv skills.

The W.H.A.M. committee 
is holding one more event for 
Women’s History Month, “The 

Evolution of the Selfie: Decon-
struction of the Female from 
1400 to the Present,” 

On March 30 at the BC Fire-
side Room from 6:30 p.m. to 8 

p.m. 
Another screening of the film, 

“Miss Representation,” will be 
held March 28 at the Delano 
Campus at 6 p.m.

Cast gets ready and rehearses ‘Our Town’ for BC crowd
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Good skin 
is beneath 
a mask

Beauty Addict’s Advice: 
Tips and tricks for beauty

Kylie 
Hendrickson

Face masks are a necessity 
when it comes to maintenance 
of the skin. Just like hair, skin 
needs a weekly treatment to 
nourish, detox and replen-
ish damage that’s been done. 
Especially if you drink or 
smoke, as these activities can 
wreak havoc on your skin 
making it 
dehydrated, 
blotchy, and 
prone to 
more break-
outs. Using 
a mask just 
once a week 
before bed 
can help 
m a i n t a i n 
your skin’s hydration and 
keep it bright despite your ac-
tivities.

There are hundreds of 
thousands of different brands 
out there to choose from, all 
ranging from a few bucks to 
even a few thousand dollars. 
The ones I personally use are 
within a great price range that 
anyone can afford. Tony Moly 
is one of my absolute favorite 
brands. It’s a Korean brand 
that sells sheet masks among 
other beauty products. Sheet 
masks have been all the rage  
this past year, and have been 
more accessible with more 
and more different brands 
producing their own type of 
sheet masks. Ultimately, I still 
stick with Tony Moly because 
it’s extremely affordable. 
Their prices of sheet masks 
range from only $1 to $8 each 
and can be purchased online 
or in Bakersfield at Ulta, lo-
cated in the Marketplace.

When using sheet masks, 
you only need to keep it on 
your face for 15 to 30 min-
utes. The  convenience of not 
having to wash off the prod-
uct after use has made it an 
easy and affordable way to 
get an immediate glow.

Besides using masks once a 
week, I also tend to use them 
before a social event, job in-
terview, or anywhere impor-
tant I might be going the next 
day. It gives me a brighter 
complexion, and help my 
makeup stay on longer. 

Another favorite is the 
brand Fresh; their rose face 
mask is my choice. It’s a 
light, almost gel type consis-
tency, that is extremely hy-
drating because it’s infused 
with real rose petals. Plus, the 
smell is amazing. This can 
also be purchased in stores at 
Sephora or online at Sephora.
com for $62. Peel off masks 
have also become more popu-
lar within the last year thanks 
to well-known beauty lovers 
like Jeffree Star. He regularly 
posts on Snapchat his process 
of peeling off his masks and 
talks about his affinity for 
skin care. Glamglow is a fa-
vored peel off mask that also 
caters to different skin types. 
Their Gravitymud firming 
treatments in the silver-and-
blue tubs are the most sought 
after because it contains me-
ga-targeted ingredients that 
work together to help skin’s 
contours feel firmer and look 
more defined.

Korres is the last brand that 
I’m currently loving and has 
great prices among their huge 
line of different items. The 
one I use is the Greek yoghurt 
advanced nourishing sleeping 
facial. It is to be used only be-
fore bed and is another mask 
that has no need to wash off 
after its use.

Korres can be purchased 
online at Sephora or in stores 
and is only $19 for .47 ounces 
and $45 for 1.35 ounces. Be-
ing in college full time and 
working makes it extremely 
difficult to keep up on taking 
care of my skin. That is why 
I personally chose masks that  
work for me, are quick and 
give me results that I desire.

By Lizette Chavez
Reporter

Leslie Aldridge has been involved with the The-
ater department at Bakersfield College since January 
2015. She originally started at BC as a student, taking 
an illustrator class, before visiting the theater and ask-
ing if they needed any help with costumes. She was 
hired to design costumes for the play “Mother Cour-
age” and started working as an adjunct instructor the 
following Fall semester. 

Aldridge, originally from Utah, moved to the city 
when her husband found work in Bakersfield. She 
said she was very nervous about the move as she had 
never heard about Bakersfield before and decided 
to do some research. “I googled it, they called it the 
‘armpit of California,’” she said with a laugh as she 
sewed a pair of pants.

Aldridge shared her fondness of Bakersfield, teach-
ing at BC, and the students. 

“I love Bakersfield College, I love the students be-
cause they are really dedicated to their craft, they’re 
dedicated to learning. They seem to be very appre-
ciative, I’ve worked in numerous theaters . . . [where 
students] were all kind of entitled. Here they are like 
‘thank you so much for my costume’ whereas before it 
was a lot of ‘you’re making me wear this?’”

Teaching is not without its hardships especially 
when it comes to the Theater department, Aldridge 

stated as she helped some of her students with their 
costumes. 

“The hardest thing, this might ruffle some feathers, 
is funding. I feel like the Theater department is at the 
bottom of the totem pole when it comes to funding 
and recognition. I feel like we have our acting classes 
that bring in so many students from all areas of the 
school because they have to take it for an elective. Our 
classes are packed full of people, we have a lot of out-
reach to other students on campus and yet it’s hard to 
be recognized as a theater department, to be appre-
ciated, and funding. To say, hey, that’s a department 
that’s worth putting [money] into.”

When asked why she thought that the arts are of-
ten taken for granted, Aldridge said that not being 
exposed to it or choosing to not expose yourself to 
it could be a factor. Film, being an easier form of en-
tertainment, is more common, she said, but there are 
other forms available to expose yourself to, that can 
hold a richness and a fulfillment unlike anything else. 

As for her students and what she hopes they take 
away from her class, Aldridge had this to say.

“I want them to leave the classroom feeling pre-
pared, having learned how to work as a professional. I 
really feel that college prepares you for the work that 
you are going to do later in life, also to enjoy them-
selves, have fun with it, enjoy being in college, be-
cause sometimes we take it for granted the education 
that we get here in the U.S.”

Random Renegade
Every issue, The Rip will be

 interviewing a random faculty 
member at Bakersfield College 

about hopes and goals.

Leslie Aldridge

By Zach Sullivan
Reporter

On March 3 I had the oppor-
tunity to go on a ride-along with 
the Bakersfield Police Depart-
ment. Coming into it, I was not 
too sure what to expect. My mom 
told me growing up all police of-
ficers were “jerks” and that the 
less interaction I had with police 
officers, the better. I grew up 
with the impression police offi-
cers were mean, power-abusing 
enforcers of the law.

That, combined with all the 
negative media and publicity 
police officers have been receiv-
ing for the past two plus years 
throughout the U.S., I wanted to 
put myself in a police officer’s 
shoes for a day. I wanted to see 
first-hand if what I had been told 
was really true. That’s why when 
the opportunity to do a ride-along 
presented itself, I was more than 
willing to do it. I was curious to 
learn about how officers think, 
interact, and what exactly goes 
into keeping our streets safe on a 
day-to-day basis.

In order to go on the ride-
along, I had to submit a digital 
application form with my date 
of birth, social security number, 
reason for wanting to come, and 
so on to Deanna Frausto, who is 
in charge of scheduling people 
for BPD’s ride-along program. 
My application took roughly a 
week to be processed before I 
heard back from Frausto. She 
scheduled me for a half-shift 
from 8 a.m. to noon at the west 
substation, located at 1301 Bue-
na Vista Road. 

I arrived at the substation at 
roughly 8 a.m. with not a single 
inkling of what to expect. I was 
nervous to spend four hours in a 

police car with a police officer, 
but I was excited to learn about 
the tactics and approaches the 
police officers in town use. I sat 
inside the substation for about 
an hour before officer Mark 
Rice walked in the door and told 
me I was to ride with him. Rice 
called me behind the employee 
doors and began to explain to 
me what we were going to do 
for the next three plus hours. I 
had no previous law enforce-
ment experience, no family ties 
to law enforcement, nothing like 
that. I felt more out of place than 
a snowman on a beach. Once of-
ficer Rice finished filling out his 
side of the paperwork necessary 
before departure, we walked out 
to his squad car and left the sub-
station. 

Rice asked what made me 
want to come on the ride along, 
and I told him my reasoning. He 
was really understanding of my 
explanation, and seemed to be 
very easy going. I immediately 
began asking him questions, 
such as how long he had been 
on the force, why he got into 
law enforcement, what he liked 
about the job, etc. 

Rice, an 11-year veteran, ex-
plained that when he was 13 
years old, his house was broken 
into and robbed. As a result, he 
said he knew right then that he 
wanted to catch “bad guys”, as 
he called them. He was going 
to go into corrections originally, 
but said he did not like the idea 
of being locked inside of a prison 
with inmates, preferring to be on 
the streets where he felt he could 
have a larger impact on the com-
munity. He signed up to take 
the police department test, and 
passed. Rice said he likes being a 
police officer for the fulfillment 

the job brings him, something he 
said was important to him while 
deciding his career path.

As time passed, Rice began 
explaining to me that the lo-
cal police force is transitioning 
to a new community based ap-
proach which will encourage 
law enforcement to interact with 
those inside of the community 
in friendlier settings and envi-
ronments. For example, “Coffee 
with a Cop,” “Shopping with a 
Cop” and “Dinner with a Cop” 
are all programs currently in 
place so people can interact with 
their local law enforcement offi-
cers outside of them being on the 
job to show them that police of-
ficers, just like them, are human 
beings just like them and do in 
fact care about the community. 
This made me realize that police 
officers are making more of a 
push to be more involved in the 
community and make people see 
they are there to protect them, 
not arrest them. 

Rice also explained that BPD 
is seeing an increase in younger 
officers joining the force, further 
allowing for a change of culture 
as he explained it to take place 
within our local departments. 
This, coupled with the push to 
become more involved with the 
community, showed me that 
the police department in town 
is making a push to be more 
involved in the community by 
making people realize police are 
there to protect and serve them, 
not arrest them.

In my three hours inside Rice’s 
police car, the most dangerous 
part was when a tree fell on top 
of a woman’s car as she was driv-
ing. We didn’t pull anyone over, 
perform a drug bust or anything 
like that. Officer Rice pointed 

out that 90 percent of their calls 
are for domestic violence, which 
he said is a major problem in Ba-
kersfield. According to Rice, on 
a normal day police officers will 
handle anywhere from eight to 
12 calls. 

In his 11 years on the job, Rice 
said he had never felt threatened 
or unsafe, something which I 
found to be surprising amidst 
widespread displeasure with law 
enforcement nationwide. I asked 
him if he had ever been shot at, 
had a knife pulled on him or 
anything like that, to which he 
responded no.

As silly as it sounds, I was 
under the impression that was a 
daily part of the job. 

Boy, was I wrong. 
I figured he would tell wild 

stories about being shot at or 
having weapons pulled on him, 
but he didn’t. Instead he talked 
about having to use a variety of 
communication skills, such as 
interpersonal and intercultural, 
to effectively do his job. Rice 
said it’s not all about being the 
police officer who shows off 
their power and arrests people, 
but being empathetic and un-
derstanding of people and their 
situations. He pointed out that a 
police officer’s job is to protect 
and serve, which requires us-
ing a plethora of skills learned 
throughout the police academy, 
high school and any other edu-
cation officers have. This made 
me realize that police officers are 
not jacks of one trade, but have 
to wear many faces during a shift 
to do their jobs effectively. 

What I took away from my 
ride along was much different 
than I expected. 

I wasn’t sure how much the 
officer would want to talk to me 

during our ride, but Rice was 
extremely courteous and an-
swered all of the my questions 
I asked. He was nice, relatable, 
and seemed like an all-around 
good guy. He talked about hav-
ing young children at home that 
he feels blessed to go home to 
everyday, as well as about his 
childhood growing up. 

I realized in my three hours 
sitting in the front of Rice’s po-
lice car that the majority of po-
lice officers are good people who 
are just trying to do their job.

Rice showed me through his 
words and actions that what I had 
been taught growing up about 
cops was an incorrect stereotype 
that didn’t represent the majority 
of all police officers. Rice taught 
me that the videos and posts we 
see of police officers abusing 
their power is not widespread 
throughout every department.

Are there bad cops? Yes, there 
are. There are also bad teachers, 
barbers, politicians, the list goes 
on and on. What I learned from 
my ride along is that the videos 
you see of officers assaulting 
someone or anything of that 
manner does not represent the 
entire police force as a whole, in-
stead exposing small portion of a 
large community that needs to be 
eradicated, in my opinion. Just 
like you shouldn’t judge a book 
by its cover, you should never 
assume a police officer is there 
to hurt you, throw you in jail, or 
harm you in any way. Instead, I 
believe my ride along showed 
me that police officers are an 
extremely important part of our 
community, as they are the peo-
ple who ensure our freedoms are 
protected and that we can sleep 
safely at night knowing it is them 
who keep our streets safe. 

East Hills set 
for a facelift

BC student’s eye-opening BPD ride-along

By Gaiana Latelers
Reporter

There is a new look in store 
for Bakersfield’s East Hills Mall. 
Developers from C&C Proper-
ties and Mark Crist Investments 
purchased the mall in early De-
cember in hopes of completely 
demolishing and rebuilding the 
mall by mid 2018. 

Developers intend to make 
this “open-air lifestyle center” 
into the new focal point of the 
east side by installing new res-
taurants, shopping centers, and 
entertainment, all with a state-
of-the-art theater complex. 

In preparation for the new 
outdoor plaza, there has been 
buzz about a fountain being 
featured in front of the theater 
center, much like the cinema at 
The Marketplace. Demolition of 
the East Hills Mall will begin as 
soon as June of this year. This 
will require a complete shut-
down of the mall and liquidation 

of the premises. 
The only two structures that 

will remain on the site are the 
two department stores on the 
east and west ends of the mall, 
including the theater. The other 
65% of the mall will be exca-
vated. The investment of the site 
will be estimated at about $70 
million, and it will be used to 
make the mall more pedestrian 
friendly with outdoor seating for 
restaurants and shops. 

Tenants of the old East Hills 
have already been moved out as 
of March 3. Although they have 
been kicked out, tenants will 
have the opportunity to relocate 
to the new center at current mar-
ket lease rates. Most of which 
will not be relocating to the new 
plaza due to the “high rates and 
change of atmosphere,” after 
talking to Savannah, a girl who 
had recently worked at the the-
ater located in the mall.

One mall patron, who wished 
to remain anonymous, said it 

was “really upsetting to see the 
mall being closed down. It was 
a really cool hangout spot for me 
and my friends.” After interview-
ing more frequenters of the mall, 
they all had a similar outlook on 
the renovation and future of the 
mall.

Previous tenant of East Hills 

Maria Prieto, owner of Always 
Almonds, discussed her plans 
after leaving the mall.

After being in business more 
than five years with her husband, 
they were sad to leave. When 
interviewed she said how “al-
though it is sad to go, my cus-
tomers will always know where 

to find me.”
Prieto has plans to move her 

space to a kiosk in the Valley 
Plaza mall this coming summer. 
She hopes her customers will 
transfer to her further location.  
As of early this March, plans are 
a go for the new East Hills soon-
to-be plaza. 

WLLIAM DUBON  / THE RIP

Notices for the mall’s closure on March 3 are posted at one of the mall’s entrances.
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Renegade Struggles: 
Joseline Pinto

We all have a struggle, and every person has a 
different story. Each issue, The Rip will feature 
a student overcoming certain struggles to gain 

an education and better their life.
By Sam Moreno

Reporter

Meet Joseline Pinto, 22, a student at 
Bakersfield College, pursuing an edu-
cation to improve the life of her child.

When Pinto got pregnant, she was 
attending a university in Northern 
California.

Her plan was to graduate from the 
university with a degree in communi-
cation.

While attending the university, she 
met the father of her child, Aiden. 

The pregnancy was unplanned and 
shocked the both of them.

The soon to be parents, Pinto and 
Aiden, both were not exactly sure 
what to do next. 

Pinto said she never pictured herself 
being a parent at such a young age.

“I was kind of scared. I knew I want-
ed to finish school, and a baby was not 
going to let me finish school when I 

wanted to,” Pinto said.
“When I found out I was pregnant, 

I knew my family was not going to be 
happy, I knew they wanted me to fin-
ish school,” Pinto said.

Pinto finished the semester she was 
enrolled in at the university and de-
cided to move back home to have the 
support of her family in her life.

“I moved back home, so I could still 
go to school, earn a degree and not 
have to leave my baby with strangers,” 
Pinto said.

The father of the child stayed at the 
university to finish his education and 
visits as much as possible.

Although Pinto and the father of the 
child are not living near each other, 
Aiden is still extremely involved in the 
baby’s life.

“The baby’s first word was ‘dada’, I 
couldn’t believe it, Aiden kept teasing 
me saying the baby was going to say 
dad first,” Pinto said.

The young couple decided that they 
would move together once Aiden re-
ceived his degree.

“I don’t like to say that I am a single 
mom, because I know single moms, 
and I do not struggle as much as them,” 
Pinto said.

Although the baby’s father is not 
around as often, it was a mutual deci-
sion to be apart.

With the help of Pinto’s mother and 
grandmother, Pinto feels like she has it 
easier than others.

“There are women out there with no 
one, I work and I have to pay a baby-
sitter, that is not cheap. Luckily, when 
I have school, I can ask a family mem-
ber to watch my baby,” Pinto said.

Like most moms, Pinto’s schedule 
revolves around the baby.

“I sleep when he sleeps. When he 
is calm or napping, I am doing home-
work, or catching up on laundry. Ba-
bies go through a lot of clothes, it’s 

crazy,” Pinto said.
While Pinto juggles with everyday 

chores, she tries to stay on a schedule 
in order to get everything done on her 
“checklist.”

“Days are not about you no more, if 
I want to do homework, it’s not when 
I want to, it’s when my baby lets me,” 
Pinto said.

Since having the baby, Pinto real-
ized there are many responsibilities 
that revolve around a baby.

“I used to slack off, I would take 
days off work just because I did not 
want to go. Now I can’t, I can’t just use 
a sick day, just to use it. Because what 
if my baby’s sick, then what? I need 
those days available to me,” Pinto said.

“Also with school, I realized I am 
not wasting the schools or the profes-
sors time, I’m wasting my time,” Pinto 
said.

“Having a baby under one causes 
a lot of sleepless nights. It’s a lot to 

juggle, from work, school, doctor’s 
appointments, house chores, and mak-
ing time to spend time with your baby, 
it’s a lot,” Pinto said.

“It’s a unique process, falling in love 
with the baby and wanting to be a part 
of his life, but still wanting to com-
plete your personal goals,” Pinto said.

After becoming a mom, Pinto want-
ed to better her life, not for herself but, 
for her child.

“Mothers receive this stigma, that 
their life is over. People tell you ‘sorry, 
you have a baby, your life’s over’ and 
people tell you ‘good luck going to 
school or having a career,’ and I don’t 
believe this is true,” Pinto said.

Although Pinto will take longer than 
the average person to complete school, 
she said she will do it.

“Having him changed my life, but it 
did not ruin it. It was/is a blessing in 
disguise.”

Joseline Pinto 
stands in a 
field while 
holding her 
child as he 
gazes up.

SAM MORENO
THE RIP

By Lizette Chavez
Reporter

Country singer Raelynn took 
time from touring with Blake 
Shelton to talk about her up-
coming album. The “Love 
Triangle” singer will soon be 
debuting her album “Wild-
Horse” after having partici-
pated in “The Voice”. Raelynn 
spoke about her experiences on 
the show and how it eventually 
led to her album.

Raelynn, who opened for 
Shelton in Bakersfield on Feb. 
16, was coached by Shelton 
before she was eliminated, a 
moment that she did not resent 
the program for because it gave 
her time to work on her music. 
The Texan found some success 
after “The Voice” with her song 
“God Made Girls”, which was 
certified gold by the Record-
ing Industry Association of 
America.

“I love [that] in any reality 
show, you don’t have to win to 
succeed,” she said. 

Raelynn shared that she 
chose country music as her 
genre because of her love 
of storytelling. She said that 
country was not the only genre 
of music that she liked and that 
she enjoyed pop music as well, 
citing Beyonce as one of her 
favorite artist growing up in 
Texas. 

“Even though my produc-
tion and melody are country, 
they have a bit of a pop sound 
to them like ‘Love Triangle’,” 
she said when talking about her 
“WildHorse” single.

 “Love Triangle” was a very 
personal song for Raelynn, 
as its content talked about the 
divorce of her parents and her 
feelings growing up in that en-

vironment. She shared some 
hardships that she had to deal 
with as a child, including being 
diagnosed with Type-1 diabe-
tes. 

She said, “You feel like your 
world is ending, at age 11 or 
12, it’s like you’re dying. I’m 
used to it, it’s second nature. I 
eat healthy and try to work out, 
I love talking to others about 
it.”

A recent struggle that Rae-
lynn spoke about was her an-
nouncement that husband 
Joshua Davis enlisted in the 
military. She said that it was 
very bittersweet because she 
grew up with her brother in the 
military and she knows that it is 
hard to expect them to be there 
for special events. Her brother 
was unable to attend her wed-
ding, and that was really hard, 
so to know her husband would 
not always be there was sad. 
Her experiences with her 
brother helped a lot in coming 
to terms with the decision. 

“Life is too short, if that’s 
somebody’s dream you can’t 
tell them not to. I’m doing 
what I love, now he’s doing 
what he’s passionate about,” 
Raelynn said.

Passion is something Rae-
lynn said runs in her family. 
The title from her album was 
chosen because of a poem her 
grandmother wrote about her 
mother. 

She decided after reading it 
her title track had to be “Wild-
Horse”.

 She said she was excited for 
fans in Bakersfield to hear it 
and was comforted in coming 
back to a city that appreciates 
country music. Raelynn’s de-
but album, “WildHorse,” will 
be released on March 24.

By Kylie Hendrickson
Reporter

Throughout the past few years 
there has been a surge in self-
discovery with people wanting 
to learn more about yoga, medi-
tation, and the metaphysical. It 
has become easier and easier to 
find classes that cater to these de-
mands in most cities. 

Specifically, with medita-
tion, there are various types of 
techniques that accommodate 
with what the person seeks or 
needs. Mindfulness meditation, 
guided visualization, transcen-
dental meditation, heart rhythm 
meditation, kundalini, qi gong, 
and zazen are just to name a few 
techniques available to learn. 
Meditation has been around for 
many thousands of years, and 
there has been numerous stud-
ies stating its effectiveness with 
stress and mental health. 

The simplest form is merely 
just sitting with eyes closed and 
focusing on breathing, while 
holding your breath for a few 
seconds and exhaling. 

Crystal Gonzales, 30, from 
Bakersfield, is a freelance make-
up artist and wardrobe stylist, 
and has been practicing medita-
tion for four years.

“I believe that meditation 
helps me focus on the direction 
of my life. I set my intentions 
while meditating, I focus my 
thoughts on positive outcomes, 
and I guide myself,” she said.

Gonzales said she practices 
her meditation wherever she can. 

“I practice meditation on my 
own in my car, in my room, or 
really anywhere I can focus my 

By Jesse Najera
Reporter

Beer brewing appreciating 
class sessions are being of-
fered by the Bakersfield Col-
lege Levan Institute of Lifelong 
Learning in partnership with the 
Temblor Brewing Company for 
the second time. 

Last year, three sessions were 
offered on the BC campus by the 
Levan Institute. This time, the 
three sessions will be held on site 
at the Temblor brewery located 
at 3200 Buck Owens Blvd. 

According to Thomas Max-
well, the CFO of Temblor, the 
class sessions include beer tast-
ing. Last semester, Maxwell and 
Don Bynum, the owner of Tem-
blor, actually brought beer and 

equipment to campus. This time 
should be much more convenient 
as the classes will be held in the 
guest seating area at Temblor. 
Food will be provided, as the 
brewery has a full kitchen and 
menu. In addition to beer making 
and food, Temblor is also a local 
venue for entertainment. There is 
a stage in the guest sitting area, 
which will be utilized by Max-
well and Bynum for speaking to 
their student audience. 

The idea for these classes 
came from Maxwell, Bynum, 
and Robert Allison, the director 
of the Levan Institute in 2016. 
Allison said that the center offers 
several classes focused on art and 
craft appreciation. The class will 
highlight and teach the art of beer 
appreciation, but offers no certif-

icate and, as of now, there are no 
higher level classes. What can be 
expected from the three-day ses-
sions is a behind-the-scenes look 
into the process of beer making 
and the activity of a beer brew-
ery. The class will involve beer 
tasting from beers from all over 
the world with a specific focus 
on California beers. Students can 
expect to learn about the history 
of beer, ingredients, styles of 
beer, and the beer-making pro-
cess. The last class will include a 
tour through the brew house with 
head brewer Mike Lahti to gain 
insight into the industrial process 
of a brewery. There are no tests 
or exams for this class.

Allison said that registration 
for all Levan Institute courses 
can be done online at www.Ba-

kersfieldcollege.edu/levancenter. 
Students can also register in per-
son at the Levan Center on cam-
pus but office hours are limited.

The courses do not train stu-
dents on how to be a profession-
al beer brewer, but according to 
Maxwell, these courses will give 
students a glimpse into the beer 
aficionado world. The first step 
is to become a certified beer 
server, which is a beer consumer 
expert. This will be an area of fo-
cus for the instructors in an effort 
to help students on the journey to 
becoming an expert in the beer 
world. 

The instructors will provide 
knowledge, information, and re-
sources for students wanting to 
become a certified beer server.  
Exams and certificates can be 

found on websites like www.
cicerone.org. Maxwell said that 
for people following this career 
path, the ultimate goal would be 
to become a cicerone. A cicerone 
as stated on the cicerone website 
designates hospitality profes-
sionals with proven experience 
in selecting, acquiring and serv-
ing today’s wide range of beers. 

Maxwell said that they be-
lieve, based on last semester, that 
they will have students at every 
level of beer knowledge. 

“We’ll have some people who 
are really, really into beer, have 
been for a long time and are very 
knowledgeable. You’ll also have 
other students who really don’t 
know much at all about beer. 
They may not have experience 
with beers outside of the big box 

breweries like Budweiser and 
Coors”, said Maxwell. He says 
the class is tailored to accom-
modate and educate all levels of 
beer interest. 

Last semester, when the class 
was held on campus, approxi-
mately 30 students signed up. 
Given the people capacity at 
Temblor, Allison expects more 
students to sign up to attend 
these class sessions. 

The first two sessions will be 
held on March 14 and 21 from 
5:30-8 p.m. The last session will 
be on March 28 and will be from 
5:30-9:00 p.m. 

Levan Center director Allison 
said this class is an artisan appre-
ciation class. 

“This is education for educa-
tion sake,” he said.

thoughts,” she said.
Rachel Winn, 28, from La 

Grande, Oregon, is a photog-
rapher who also specifically 
encompasses her three years of 
experience with meditation.

“I started attending a Buddhist 
gathering on a monthly basis. I 
had a lot of anxiety as a college 
student, with a new relationship 
that included being a stepmom, 
and my Buddhist teachers rec-
ommended that I try meditating 
on a daily basis to start my day 
off positively,” she said through 
social networking.

Winn proceeded to express her 
thoughts on how meditation has 
personally helped with her anxi-
ety and stress. 

“Meditating helps me re-
lieve anxiety and helps me feel 
grounded. It improves my mood 
instantly, which in turn makes 

me a better partner, mother, and 
business owner,” she said. “It 
helps me clear my mind of all the 
negative voices and focus on the 
positive and the silver linings of 
life’s roadblocks.” 

Whether people want to prac-
tice meditation on their own or 
in class, there are plenty of op-
tions. Enchanted Cottage is just 
one place in Bakersfield that 
holds classes monthly and offers 
different types of the aforemen-
tioned meditation techniques. 
Every Saturday morning from 
10-11 a.m., and every Wednes-
day from 5:30-6:30 p.m. These 
classes are $5 each session and 
are held by two different instruc-
tors. 

Marcia Cox instructs the Sat-
urday morning classes, which are 
specialized in guided meditation, 
and Wednesday evening classes 

are held by Tracy MacLaren who 
teaches Zen mindfulness medita-
tion. Mudras are also involved in 
some of these techniques, which 
is a certain way the hands and 
fingers are placed during medi-
tating. Mudras are believed to 
affect the flow of energy in the 
body and unblock chakras. 

Chakras are also a big pres-
ence within meditation and are 
used quite often. The seven 
chakras are believed to be the 
centers in our bodies in which 
energy flows through. During 
meditation, these chakras are 
visualized when practicing the 
breathing techniques to create a 
positive flow of energy within 
oneself. Enchanted Cottage can 
be found in Bakersfield at 30 H 
Street and can also be found on 
Facebook to view their monthly 
events and classes available.

Country artist Raelynn 
opens up on her past

KYLIE HENDRICKSON  / THE RIP

Ana Lopez and Joanna Davis practice their meditation techniques at Riverwalk Park.

Enchanted 
meditation 
techniques

BC Levan Institute partners with Temblor to offer a beer brewing class
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Column

Diffusing 
woe with 
therapy

Daulton 
James
Jones

The Stress Free Tips: For 
mental hygiene and wellness 

With all the stress I was 
dealing with this semester I 
knew if I didn’t do something 
I’d flip. Aromatherapy is 
something that I came across 
a few years ago because my 
best friend’s grandmother is a 
Medicine Woman, and when 
she does readings and heal-
ings she uses it 
to create a safe 
space for her 
work.

Aromather-
apy is defined 
as the use of 
aromatic plant 
extracts and 
essential oils 
in massage or 
baths. Your 
sense of smell can actually 
be used as a tool to heal your 
mind, body, and spirit. You 
can use this by placing a cou-
ple of drops onto your pulse 
points and let your oil of 
choice work its way through 
your bloodstream, or you 
could use it aerially by way of 
candles or oil diffusers. I pre-
fer the oil diffuser in my room 
because it creates a great vibe. 
Every time I’m studying, I 
use lemongrass because cit-
rus naturally makes you feel 
more awake, and that’s just 
one affect you can receive 
from aromatherapy.

As students, we are con-
stantly having to deal with 
all types of deadlines, stress, 
creative droughts, all kinds of 
sicknesses, etc., so here are 
some scents you may want 
to check out to assist you on 
your life journey.

Citruses do not only taste 
great, but they are great pick- 
me-ups when you’re feel-
ing a little sluggish or tired. 
They are uplifting, but gentle 
enough to not overwhelm. Try 
Lemongrass and Bergamot, 
they are my personal favor-
ites because they just smell so 
good, and when doing home-
work, they get me through it. 
Also try orange, grapefruit, 
petigrain, neroli oils.

I personally hate it when I 
feel like all my creative juices 
have dried up. I feel so use-
less, and then you don’t want 
to try to force it because that 
is so painful and stressful.  To 
my shock, aromatherapy can 
help invoke the creative juices 
inside of you. If this  is a prob-
lem you’re facing try scents 
like bergamot, lemon, frank-
incense, neroli and jasmine. 
These scents help stimulate 
your creative center, so just 
take some nice deep breaths 
to help circulate them.

Seasons are on the verge of 
changing which means colds 
and allergies season is com-
ing. I hate it because usually  
around mid-March to early 
April my allergies always 
get the best of me, but I hate 
taking medicine. So since I 
hate taking medicine for little 
things I found some oils that 
could help open up my air 
ways, and relive those nag-
ging sinus, migraine, and just 
normal headaches that come 
along with the seasons chang-
ing. Peppermint, lavender and 
eucalyptus are my favorites. 
I’m prone to migraines and 
when it comes to headaches 
I usually use roll-on essential 
oils. I just rub a little bit on 
my pulse points, and just chill 
out to let the oils work their 
magic. You can also use pine.  
I personally don’t because I 
just hate the smell of it.

Lastly, to just chill out, 
maybe even knock out, use 
these oils. Lavender, chamo-
mile, Palo Santo, bergamot, 
sandalwood and cedar wood 
all of these are warming and 
relaxing. Lavender is defi-
nitely the leader of the pack 
because it’s just so effective. 
Take a bath, topically apply, 
or aerially take in the calm-
ness they all bring.

Ambria King
Reporter

March is Transgender 
Awareness Month, and in honor 
of that the Bakersfield College 
Sexual and Gender Acceptance 
Club, or SAGA, will be screen-
ing the award-winning film 
“Real Boy” on March 16 from 
6-8 p.m. in Forum 101 East.

The film, which chronicles 
19-year-old Bennett Wallace 
and his family through the 
struggles of transitioning gen-
der and maintaining sobriety, 
has garnered over 15 awards 
and has been screened at more 
than 70 festivals around the 
world.

“Hopefully people feel a 
sense of identification with all 
of the people in the film and 
remember that we have all 
been in a position to want to be 
loved,” said the film’s director, 
Shaleece Haas. “Whether or 
not the people in our lives un-
derstand our choices or under-
stand everything about us, most 
of us have been in the position 
to learn how to love the people 
in our lives even if we don’t un-
derstand them.”

Haas will be in attendance 
for the screening and will be 
conducting a panel discussion, 
along with members of SAGA, 
immediately after the showing.

“I think it’s a perfect op-
portunity to educate students 
on campus about the struggles 
that people go through when 
they’re transitioning. Especial-
ly for someone like myself who 
has no idea of what it feels like, 
or the actual process,” said BC 

student Gabriel Salazaar.
Another BC student and 

SAGA member Bre Parks 
stated, “I think it’s very im-
portant to show this video to 
students here on campus. I 
think transitioning tends to be 
oversimplified. People feel like 
maybe you take some hormone 
supplements and you go to sur-
gery one day, and poof, you’re 
done. But there’s a lot of layers 
to it, and I think it’s important 
to showcase all of those differ-
ent layers. Especially when it 
comes to relationships and stuff 
like that.”

“Real Boy” was made over 
a period of four years, and not 
only follows Bennett Wallace’s 
experience through his transi-
tion, but his mother’s experi-
ence as well.

“I think that’s a big part of 
the story,” said Haas, “the rec-
ognition that our search for 
identity, even if that process of 
identity isn’t about gender, isn’t 
just private or personal. That it 
is something that impacts peo-
ple we love. It impacts people 
who love us... I think that while 
Bennett’s mom goes through 
her own transformation, from 
confusion and loss to a real ac-
ceptance of her trans kid, she 
had to go through the transfor-
mation on her own and with the 
support of her peers.”

Also in attendance will be 
the family of Jai Bornstein, 
the local transgender woman 
who took her own life at Hart 
Park last December. They will 
be speaking about Jai and the 
charity they’ve formed in her 
honor.

By Morgan Park
Editor-in-Chief

This semester, Bakersfield 
College will be holding its first 
ever hackathon, a team com-
petition geared toward solving 
problems with technology. The 
hackathon’s theme will be pub-
lic health.

“The idea is to create an in-
novation competition,” said BC 
public health professor Sarah 
Baron. Baron is organizing the 
event alongside the school’s 
computer science club and 
Kern Innovation & Technology 
Community, and the event’s 
primary sponsor, the Student 
Government Association.

Happening March 17-19, 
each team will have to start 
and complete their projects 
over the three days—including 
planning, developing, research, 
testing, and final presentations. 
Teams will be presented with a 
list of possible ideas submitted 
by the public health commu-
nity, but they are free to brain-
storm their own projects.

“These project teams are 
going to get together and hear 
different ideas of what they can 
work on and say, ‘You know 
what, we’re going to work on 
creating a game increasing 
knowledge around syphilis and 
what the symptoms are,’” said 
Baron.

“The coder will then start 
creating that shell of whatever 
that software is and the other 
team members will start attend-
ing workshops and getting in-
formation to bring back. They 
set their own project deadlines, 
but they have deliverables by 
key times to meet.”

Other examples suggested by 
the community include an app 

By Ambria King
Reporter

The Bakersfield College Nurs-
ing Program offered blood pres-
sure screenings, body mass index 
calculations, and provided infor-
mation about balanced nutrition 
to students on March 13 outside 
of the Student Health Center.

They will be continuing to of-
fer health screenings and provide 
services with a different theme 
each month. 

The theme for March is nu-
trition. Students were offered 
the opportunity to learn how 
to balance their calorie intake, 
lower their sodium, and maintain 
healthy eating habits.

April’s theme will be sexually 
transmitted infection awareness.

“Kern County is ranked the 
highest in the nation for cases of 
chlamydia and among the high-
est in the nation for syphilis and 
gonorrhea. I feel like people need 
to be aware of that and know 

how to protect themselves,” said 
nursing student Natasha Obrien.

The Student Health Center of-
fers a range of other services in-
cluding first aid services, single 
and two-step tuberculosis skin 
testing, wellness coaching, blood 
glucose screenings, and urine 
pregnancy tests.

The Student Health Center is 
located in CC-3, inside of the 
Campus Center. Contact the cen-
ter for futher information about 
their services.

BC to hold its first 
ever Hackathon event

SAGA to host 
screening of  
‘Real Boy’
Playing March 16, 6-8 p.m.

JESSE NAJERA  / THE RIP

BC Student Mathew Cervantes getting his blood pressure checked by Alejandra Rojas. 

BC offers free health tests

Houchin Blood Drive

Above: Students Gabrielle 
Jischke (front) and 
Yasmin Chavez (behind) 
donating blood for the 
annual BC blood drive.
Right: Blood drawing 
material and equipment 
on board the mobile 
trailer.
Bottom: BC students 
lining up outside of the 
fireside room to donate 
blood.

JESSE
NAJERA
THE RIP

to take a picture of an environ-
mental health violation, an app 
that enables users to message 
nurses with their health ques-
tions, and an app to keep track 
of your medication schedule.

On the final day, teams pres-
ent their final projects to the 
judges, and then awards are 
handed out.

“I see it as a great oppor-
tunity to raise awareness on 
what public health is. People 
really don’t understand how 
the public health model works. 
The public health model really 
looks at your whole commu-
nity wellness and how envi-
ronmental health, food safety, 
vaccination and preventing 
diseases can impact an indi-
vidual,” Baron said.

Baron also cited Kern Coun-
ty’s recent spike in syphilis cas-
es as a reason to get involved 
now more than ever.

“We’ve got a syphilis out-
break that’s out of control right 
now. We’re making national 
news with our rates here. So 
taking care of our community 
and raising our awareness on 
what public health is and how 
we really need to care is one 
part of this hackathon event. 
Everyone should be involved in 
public health.”

Registration for the event is 
free and teams will be forming 
on the first day. As of March 8 
over 75 people have registered, 
and Baron said the max will be 
around 100. 

“I’m hoping that the students 
and participants coming into 
this really have their game fac-
es on. I want people to get not 
so much competitive, but to get 
innovative. And bring on your 
best effort,” she said.
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First place for newspaper in 2011, third place in 
2013, 2014, 2015 for CNPA General Excellence

Ninth place for newspaper in 2016 for national 
Best of Show contest by Associated Collegiate Press

Second place nationally in 2016 for website 
publication by Associated Collegiate Press

The Renegade Rip is produced by Bakersfield 
College journalism classes and is circulated on 
Wednesdays during the fall and spring semesters. 
The newspaper is published under the auspices 
of the Kern Community College District Board 
of Trustees, but sole responsibility for its content 
rests with student editors. The Rip is a member of 
the California Newspaper Publishers Association, 
Associated Collegiate Press, and California 
Colleges Media Association.

EDITORIAL BOARD STAFF

Write The Rip
Letters should not exceed 300 words, 

must be accompanied by a signature and the 
letter writer’s identity must be verified.

The Rip reserves the right to edit 
letters, however, writers will be given 
the opportunity to revise lengthy or 
unacceptable submissions.

If an organization submits a letter as a 
group, it must be signed by only one person, 
either the leader of the organization or the 
letter writer. Anonymous letters will not be 
published.

How to reach us
-Address: Bakersfield College,  

1801 Panorama Drive, Bakersfield, CA 
93305

-Phone: (661) 395-4324
-Email: ripmail@bakersfieldcollege.edu
-Website: therip.com

Adviser .........................................Danny Edwards

Editor-in-Chief.......................Morgan Park
Sports Editor...........................Sam L. Jaime
Photo Editor............................J. R. Hensley
Digital Content Editor.......Mario Saldaña

Reporters/photographers: Dylan Bryant, 
Lizette Chavez, Brandon Cowan, 
William Dubon, Megan Fenwick, Kylie 
Hendrickson, Daulton James Jones, 
Ambria King, Gaiana Latelers, Fernanda 
Martinez, Sam Moreno, Jesse Najera, 
Zach Sullivan

The Renegade Rip

Renegade Events
News

Scribes wanted. Bakersfield college is looking for 
students to participate in the scribe program to help 
students with disabilities take notes. Scribes are paid 
$10.50/hour. If interested, go to collegecentral.com/ba-
kersfieldcollege to apply.
The 12th Annual Garden Fest, which will be held on 
April 22, is looking for BC clubs, organizations, depart-
ments or programs to set up booths. Reserve your space 
now by contacting Sally Sterns at 661-395-4446. Sub-
mission forms are online.

Campus Events
March 15: Writing Workshop: Catching the Audience: 
Writing a Creative “Hook”, Wednesday, 11 a.m. and 3 
p.m. Location: CSS-133.
March 16: Writing Workshop: The Silly Seven: Seven 
Common Fallacies. Thursday, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Loca-
tion: CSS-133.
March 16: Real Boy, Thursday, 6-8 p.m. Real Boy is a 
film by Shaleece Haas that follows the story of a family 
dealing with the evolution of their child’s gender identity. 
Location: Forum 101 east.
March 17: Teach & Tech – Basic, Friday, 9-11 a.m. The 
workshop will feature new tech to help engage student’s 
participation. Location: TBD.
March 22: Writing Workshop: Don’t Give Your Sources 
the Cold Shoulder. Wednesday, 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Loca-
tion: CSS-133
March 22: Housing Workshop: Renters Rights, Respon-
sibilities, & Expectations, Wednesday, 10 a.m. Location: 
BC SGA Executive Boardroom, Campus Center 5.
March 24: Last Day to withdraw a semester length class 
and receive a ‘W.’
March 24: Spring Choral Concert – “Freedom – the Jour-
ney of Harriet Tubman,” Friday, 7:30-9:30 p.m. General 
admission is $10.  Students, faculty, seniors, and veter-
ans’ admission is $7. Location: Indoor Theater.
March 25: Leadership and Honors Car Show, Saturday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. Participants set up displays of their cars 
for judging. There will be trophies for best in show, best 
paint, best display, and more. For more info contact: 
Charles.kim@bakersfieldcollege.edu  Location: North-
east Parking Lot.
March 28: RN Allied Health Open House, Tuesday, 9 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. The event is for those interested in the 
BC RN Allied Health program. Location: Fireside Room.
March 29: Juan Felipe Herrera – Surveillance, Violence, 
Creativity and Compassion, Wednesday, 7 p.m. Juan 
Felipe Herrera is the first Latino to be named the 21st 
Poet Laureate of the United States. Location: Simonsen 
Indoor Theater. 
April 1: Last day to file for graduation.
April 1: Broadway Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser, Satur-
day, 5:30 p.m.  Tickets must be purchased by March 24 
to include dinner and cost $15. Tickets purchased at the 
door will be $15 and be for entry only. Tickets can be pur-
chased by sending an email through Jen Garrett or from 
any BC Choir member. Location: BC Cafeteria.
April 3-6: BC Cheer Tryouts, Monday-Wednesday, 4-5 
p.m., and Thursday 5:30 p.m. Location: BC Huddle (Gil 
Bishop Sports Center entrance near stadium.)
April 5: Early web registration for the 2017 Summer/Fall 
Semester begins.
April 10-14: Spring Recess.

Around Town
March 30: “Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day,” 
Thursday, 10 a.m. The ceremony will include a presenta-
tion of Colors, singing of the National Anthem, musical 
selections by the Highland Scots Pipes and Drums Band, 
and remarks by Joe Drew, U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran. 
Location: 1120 Golden State Ave.

Correction
In the March 1st edition of the Renegade Rip, the name 
of The Ghostlight Project tech director was misspelled on 
page 3. His name is Kevin Ganger.

Renegade Minds                                                                                         “Do you observe Lent and, if so, what did you give up?” Compiled by William Dubon

Jonathan
Torres
 

“No, because I’m not a hardcore 
Catholic and meat is too good.”

Celeste 
Marquez

“No, I don’t do Lent because I 
don’t have time and I don’t stick 
to it.”

Tania 
Bernal

“No, I’m an atheist.”

Sonia 
Talamantes

“I don’t practice Catholocism. I 
was raised Catholic but I don’t 
continue to follow it.”

Lydia
Talamantes

“I’m not participating because I’m 
not religious.”

Ruby 
Chavez

“Yes, I’m giving up meat.”

Cosmetics Review

Restaurant Review

By Fernanda Martinez
Reporter

When I first heard about Ni-
cole Guerriero and Anastasia 
Beverly Hills’ collaboration on 
a glow kit palette, I immediately 
knew that my inner make-up 
hoarder had to have it. I wasn’t 
planning on purchasing it right 
away on its launch day, but when 
Sephora announced that they 
would have a 48-hour pre-sale 
on their app two weeks before 
the palette’s release, I gave in. 

I’ve been following Guerriero 
on YouTube for five years now. 
She was the first YouTube beau-
ty guru that I subscribed to and 
in my opinion, one of the most 
dedicated to her channel.

Highlighters made a huge in-
fluence in the beauty world last 
year, and this year highlighting 
certain areas of your face is still 
continuing to be a hot trend.

I’m a broke college student, so 
I sat down to evaluate whether 
I should purchase it and like al-
ways, Sephora lured me in with 
other good deals and freebies so 
I said, “Girl, treat yoself.”

The palette finally arrived 
about a week later and I was so 
excited to take a look at it.

My first impression on the pal-
ette was its packaging. I thought  
it was an instant eye-catcher. It 
has a light pink shade and tiny 

Guerriero’s glow kit shines

specs of shimmer all over the 
packaging. The brand’s name, 
Anastasia Beverly Hills, is col-
ored in black at the top center 
and Guerriero’s name is written 
in big holographic letters at the 
bottom left. When the palette 
is placed underneath light, the 
specs of shimmer and holo-
graphic letters give off a really 
nice sheen.

Another thing that I loved 
about the packaging is that the 
lid has two tiny magnets at the 
top that stick together when clos-
ing the lid. I really liked this be-
cause it ensures that the palette 

will be secured once you close it. 
I’ve had other palettes that don’t 
have a feature such as this one 
and the product inside always 
ends up getting destroyed or fall-
ing out. 

It is also a very light-weight 
palette and its size is slightly 
wider than my iPhone 7 plus. 
Therefore, I can confirm that this 
palette is good for on the go.

When you open the palette, 
you get six beautifully colored 
highlighters that I’m confident 
are bright enough to blind extra-
terrestrial creatures thousands of 
lightyears away. Each highlight-

ing pan is about the size of a Ga-
torade bottle cap, which I think is 
a pretty good size for six.

Upon first trying on the high-
lighters, I immediately noticed 
how soft to the touch they are. 
Not only that, but one simple 
swipe with my finger picked up 
a lot of the product, making them 
highly pigmented. 

I personally like make-up 
products that have a lot of pig-
mentation because that means 
that I can use less product and 
extend the life of the product. 
I’m the type of person that looks 
at details such as this one, espe-
cially when I’m going to spend a 
few extra bucks.

The highlighter colors have 
the same undertones and come in 
pink, golden, and peachy colors. 
One shade that speaks to me on a 
personal level, is the shade “For-
ever Lit” because it is like no 
other I’ve seen before, a white, 
iridescent shade.

The glow kit palette retails 
at Sephora for forty dollars and 
will be available for in-store pur-
chase on March 17. I have heard 
several people mention that this 
is a limited edition palette and I 
would highly recommend pur-
chasing one.  

FERNANDA MARTINEZ  / THE RIP

The swatches of the Anastasia glow kit are very vibrant.

Gaiana Latelers
Reporter

As of mid-January this year, 
Coco’s diner, located at 2687 Mt 
Vernon Ave,  has been replaced 
by Lumberjacks restaurant. 
Lumberjacks is a log cabin-
themed establishment with gen-
erous portions made from 
scratch, ready to conquer anyone 
with a lumberjack-sized appetite. 
This is the first of its brand in the 
Bakersfield area creating more 
than 65 jobs for the community. 
I was lucky enough to attend this 
past week to check out the food 
and the overall scheme of this 
family oriented diner. Having 
no idea what I was in store for, I 
greeted the opportunity with op-
timism and excitement for a new 
business. 

Everything seemed to be twice 
my size, I felt like Goldilocks 
when the chair was too big. The 
servers were dressed in flannel 
and suspenders, making the at-
mosphere fun and casual. The 
walls and panels were adorned 
with large polished logs and 
wooden planks, giving the res-
taurant a real log cabin theme. 
Even the chairs complimented 
the slabs of wood furnished into 
tables.

The most notable of the sights 

was, of course, the exceedingly 
large lumberjack statue towering 
in front of the restaurant. Being 
well over 20 feet in stature, it is 
definitely not hard to miss, and 
it brings a neat look to the new 
establishment. 

The restaurant seemed to be 
buzzing with eager customers 
coming from all around Bakers-
field to check out the new place 
to be since Coco’s was booted 
out. Although they were insanely 
busy due to the recent opening, I 
was seated within just a few min-
utes. The menu was beyond vast, 
with everything from eggs, to 
steaks, to racks of ribs. These op-

tions were tailored to the appetite 
of a lumberjack, hence the name. 
I was torn between whether I 
was in the mood for breakfast 
or lunch. Luckily, I was greeted 
with both.

The first item that caught my 
eye was the steak on their break-
fast menu. Not just any little por-
tion of meat, it was a nine-ounce 
steak with potatoes and eggs, all 
the fixings. I was eager to see 
what this meal had in store. 

When my plate arrived, not 
only was it huge beyond all rea-
son, but it was piled almost to 
eye level, or maybe it was just 
my size in comparison to the 

towering table and giant chair.  
My first thought was “Don’t 
worry, I can handle this.” I made 
sure to bring an appetite, but it 
seemed to me that I may have 
underestimated the portions.

By looking around, I noticed 
everyone else was facing the 
same challenge of finishing their 
plates. Aside from being pleas-
ing to the eye, the food was be-
yond amazing.

The steak was done to my 
request and the fixings compli-
mented it surprisingly well for 
it just being a family establish-
ment. I find it pleasing when a 
restaurant exceeds expectations 
tenfold, especially since I was 
almost expecting something bla-
tantly similar to other restaurants 
like Carrow’s and Black Bear. 
It was nice to have a little more 
originality and flare in town. Es-
pecially since originality is rare 
these days.

Overall, I found the food and 
atmosphere to be most pleas-
ing. The service was great and 
the prices were fairly reasonable 
considering the portions. I look 
forward to my next meal here 
and will be spreading word of 
the arrival of this fine establish-
ment. 

Lumberjacks’ food is great and big

J. R. HENSLEY  / THE RIP

The front of Lumberjacks boasts the titular woodsman.
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Column

Tweeting 
Trump is a 
diversion
Practical Idealism: Balanc-

ing the political landscape.

Dylan Bryant

We have to stop falling for 
Trump’s distractions, or we 
risk losing every battle we 
face over the next four years. 
On March 4, the president 
tweeted, “Terrible! Just found 
out that Obama had my ‘wires 
tapped’ in Trump Tower just 
before the victory. Nothing 
found. This is 
McCarthyism!”

This claim 
caused outrage 
in the main-
stream media 
and left the 
talking heads 
circling around 
the topic for days. The White 
House would later demand 
investigations, prompting 
further confusion and discus-
sion. 

While the country was left 
baffled at these tweets, House 
Republicans rolled out their 
new healthcare plan to replace 
the Affordable Care Act, titled 
The American Health Care. 
This plan included every idea 
hated on both sides of the 
aisle. It introduces higher pre-
miums for older Americans, 
includes “health savings ac-
counts” for people with no 
money to save, and will boot 
millions of Americans off of 
Medicare by 2020. It draws 
criticism from left-leaning 
organizations and from 
those on the right. It’s been 
called Obamacare Lite and a 
“warmed over substitute for 
government-run healthcare.”

This order of events was not 
coincidental. Trump, while 
being an absolute moron, is 
a master of entertainment and 
distraction. His most contro-
versial tweets always come 
before a big policy announce-
ment or internal conflict, and 
those statements often serve 
as a distraction from more 
pressing questions.

If this health care bill is 
passed, it will be passed only 
because the rest of the coun-
try is too distracted or disil-
lusioned to pick up the phone 
and call their representatives. 

Multiple Republican 
Senators, including Lisa 
Murkowski and Rand Paul, 
have come out against the 
bill. This may be because of 
the Medicare expansion that 
took place in states like Ken-
tucky, which was extremely 
popular. If only three GOP 
senators vote against “Trump-
care,” it cannot pass.

Because there are a dozen 
controversies surrounding 
the Trump administration, 
it’s impossible to understand 
how significant this conflict 
is. House Republicans have 
vowed to repeal and replace 
Obamacare by mid-April. 
Trump sat down after his 
election, promising every 
American would remain or 
gain coverage under his pro-
posal. 

House Republicans re-
fuse to commit to this or any 
healthcare promise. Discus-
sion of wiretapping, or “The 
Apprentice,” is meant to dis-
tract you from the fact you 
may lose health care this year. 
We must not let it. 

One person that you can 
call is our local representative, 
Kevin McCarthy. McCarthy 
is one of the most powerful 
Republicans in Congress, and 
responsible for getting the bill 
through the House. Up to 20 
percent of his constituency 
gained coverage under the 
Affordable Care Act, largely 
through expansion of Medi-
care.  

It doesn’t matter what 
side you’re on, when 10-15 
million Americans stand to 
lose access to healthcare, we 
should see it as an attack on 
human dignity. Join me in 
calling McCarthy’s local of-
fice to express your displea-
sure with this plan. His office 
number is 661-327-3611. 

Bakersfield College’s student newspaper staff earned several 
individual honors, including two first places, and four awards 
for best newspaper and online publication among community 
colleges at the Associated Collegiate Press Mid-Winter Con-
vention March 2-5 at the Hyatt Regency in San Francisco.

BC’s student newspaper, The Renegade Rip, earned sixth 
place in the nation at ACP’s Best of Show competition, in 
which one newspaper is turned in at the convention and judged 
by professional journalists. The category drew dozens of en-
tries from community colleges nationwide. The issue that was 
awarded sixth was the March 1, 2017, newspaper. ACP also 
rated the student online publication at www.therip.com third 
in the nation.

In another contest, the California Colleges Media Associa-
tion announced award winners March 4 at a banquet at the con-
vention. The Rip earned honorable mention for best newspaper 
(fourth overall) and third for best website among community 
colleges statewide.

For individual statewide awards among CCMA, Joe Berg-
man won first place for sports action photo, and Kyle Chidgey 
won first place for multimedia presentation. Veronica Morley 
placed second for photo-page spread, and Mason Rockfellow 
and Kyle Cortez placed second for front-page design.

Zach Sullivan took third place for feature story, and J.R. 
Hensley placed third for column writing. Bergman and Rock-
fellow placed fourth for best news series.

Bakersfield College Child Development Center director 
Danell Ward passed away March 3 from a heart attack.

According to an email sent out by executive vice president 
of instruction, Nan Gomez-Heitzeberg, Ward has been with BC 
for four years and has helped move the BC child development 
center forward by coming up with ideas to teach children at 
BC.

The email also said staff of BC and students were sent an 
email on the afternoon of her death.

Any students that have questions about the Child Develop-
ment Center can contact site supervisor Leticia Cabrera-Men-
doza by email at Leticia.cabrera@bakersfieldcollege.edu or by 
phone at (661) 395-4733.

The time is coming soon to vote in a new student govern-
ment for the 2017-2018 school year.

The last day for students to file to run for office for the 2017-
18 school year was March 10. Students will be able to vote for 
candidates of the BCSGA election with InsideBC from 8 a.m. 
April 3 to 4 p.m. April 6.

The candidates running for the executive branch and the 
legislative branch can be found on the the Bakersfield College 
website at https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/bcsgaelections/
candidates.

Communication major Dezi Von Manos, and nursing major 
Daniel Mechem are running for BCSGA president. Lawrence 
Salcido Jr, psychology major, is the only candidate for BCSGA 
Vice President.

Art major Dontae Smith is the only student running for BC-
SGA director of student organizations.

Rayven Webb is an engineering technician and American 
sign language major, who is the only candidate for Kern Com-
munity College District student trustee.

There are 10 candidates for the position of BCSGA senator. 
Those students are political science major Erika Alvarez, Eng-
lish major Mustaga Barraj, chemical engineering major Juan 
Francisco Cantu, fire technology major Jose Manuel Cortez, 
engineering and communication major Emmanuel Limaco, 
communication major Jose E. Lopez, Brittney Lumsden-Ross 
who undeclared her major, business administration and com-
munication major Ganae Romo, electrical engineering major 
Nisha Sharma, and psychology major James Michael Tomp-
kins.

-tant during graduate school and 
since then knew that he wanted 
to work in the teaching field. Af-
ter two years of teaching English 
and communication studies in 
Japan, Hirayama then became 
a part of Bakersfield College’s 
Delano campus faculty in 2010.

While at BC, Hirayama has 
taught a wide array of commu-
nication courses, such as public 
speaking, interpersonal, intercul-
tural, and rhetoric and argumen-
tation. 

Hiryama’s favorite part about 

teaching at BC is the long-term 
connections he has made with 
students. He enjoys hearing 
back from old students and their 
plans. “When students succeed, 
we succeed,” explained Hiraya-
ma. “[I like] seeing them do the 
things they want to do, the way 
they want to do it, not the way 
their parents told them they had 
to do it.”

One of Hirayama’s past BC 
students, Kevin Anabeza, stated 
that he liked best when he would 
incorporate his experiences and 
stories into his teaching which 

made it relatable to students.
“He inspired me to go above 

and beyond my role as a student 
because he taught me self-confi-
dence and with that I feel more 
comfortable talking in front of 
a crowd,” said Anabeza. “He 
taught us to get out of the com-
fort zone in a way that made us 
feel good, you know. I would 
recommend other students to 
take [his classes]. He’s badass!” 

Hirayama is also involved with 
BC’s Delano campus Inmate 
Scholars Program; a program 
dedicated to provide educational 

opportunities to students who are 
currently incarcerated in local 
prisons and jails.

The program currently sends 
faculty to Kern Valley State Pris-
on, North Kern State Prison, and 
Substance Abuse Treatment Fa-
cility and State Prison in Corco-
ran. “I have the intention of 
going to all of our sites,” stated 
Hirayama.

When asked of his experiences 
within the Inmate Scholars Pro-
gram, Hirayama stated, “I like 
all of it, to be quite honest. Just 
like our everyday students, they 

need someone to believe in them 
because maybe they are in an 
environment where people are 
not exactly standing in line to 
believe in them, unfortunately.”

Hirayama writes a blog for the 
program and their experiences. 
He mentioned that he admires 
the dedication inmate students 
put into the responsibilities of 
being a college student. 

“I like being a part of the sup-
port group for them to be who 
they want to be,” stated Hiraya-
ma. “For most of them, that’s 
just [being] free.”

Continued from Page 1

HIRAYAMA: BC professor wins Distinguished Teaching Award

By Dylan Bryant
Reporter

The Cal State Bakersfield men’s soccer team 
earned a stunning victory over the U-17 Mexi-
can National Team on March 1 to kick off their 
spring exhibition matchups. Over 2,000 fans 
packed into the soccer grounds at CSUB to 
cheer on both sides. It was an excellent night for 
soccer, and an excellent game.

The first half was dominated by the Mexican 
side, who have a lot of pace, and an excellent 
ability to pass the ball around. After missing a 
few shots on goal, the Runners defense fell apart 
in the 25th minute, with 17-year-old forward 
Roberto De La Rosa breaking through the back 
line to score a goal. De La Rosa would go on to 
earn his second goal of the night right before the 
whistle was blown to end the first half. 

When the Runners took the field for the sec-
ond half, they did so with a new found thirst for 
the ball. In the 62nd minute, CSUB Junior Alex 
Segovia scored a beautiful header to shorten 
their opponents lead. Despite Mexico getting a 

few plays downfield, the Runners defense was 
able to prevent the Mexican side from scoring. 
And in the 85th minute, senior Marshall Garcia 
pounded one in to the back of the net to make it 
2-2. The Runners would go on to win the ensu-
ing penalty shootout 4-1. 

Bakersfield resident and Mexican National 
team fan Lino Segura said he always tries to 
watch the Mexican side compete when they’re 
here in California. He says it feels good to come 
to a game where either side can win and no one 
will walk away angry. “Especially when it’s so 
close!” 

The players certainly must’ve learned from 
this experience as well. Raul Sandoval, 17, who 
played for the Mexican side, said the team came 
to California expecting a tough competition. His 
side is preparing for the U-17 World Cup taking 
place in April, where he expects the toughest 
competitor to be the United States. 

The Runners next match is against the Profes-
sional Mexican side Pachuca FC. That match is 
at CSUB on March 25. Kickoff is at 7 p.m., and 
tickets are $15 at the gate. 
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Jesus Alvarez (11) runs after the soccer ball with Marshall Garcia (24) on March 1.
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Jamie Carey-Morrell (4) kicks the ball past an opponent from Mexico’s U-17 team.

CSUB soccer wins over Mexico

SGA election dates 
and candidates set

Child Development 
Center director passes

Renegade Rip takes 
home awards from 
ACP and CCMA 
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By Mario Saldaña
Digital Content Editor

The Bakersfield College softball team had been 
on a seven-game winning streak before suffering 
three straight losses starting with their March 9 de-
feat at the hands of Moorpark. 

During that seven-game winning streak, the Ren-
egades outscored their opponents 94-16, including 
back-to-back 25-run performances in a double-
header against Santa Monica on Feb. 28. Both 
games were called prior to completing all seven in-
nings due to a run limit or “mercy rule.” 

The three most recent games, all losses, were 
a little tougher for the Renegades, who were out-
scored by their opponents 26-2. In those games, 
BC was shut down by tough pitching.

The game against Moorpark on March 9 started 
the three-game losing streak with a final score of 
10-1. The Renegades were able to get just one hit 
against Moorpark pitcher Caitlin Vinyard, who is 
having an outstanding season with a 10-0 record. 
Vinyard pitched six innings, recording six strike-
outs.

BC pitcher Mckenna Valencia allowed eight hits 

and 10 walks, and she was relieved in the fifth in-
ning by Alexis Solis. The only run by BC was a 
home run by Alyssa Gonzalez.

On March 11, BC played a doubleheader against 
different teams, losing to Fresno City 4-0 and Mt. 
San Antonio 12-2. Solis started against Fresno, 
pitching all seven innings with three strikeouts and 
five hits.  Fresno pitcher Raven DeLeon pitched the 
distance, allowing just one hit. Fresno’s Amanda 
Metz hit a home run in the top of the third inning to 
give Fresno a 4-0 lead.

Mt. San Antonio pitcher Tiffany Kennedy-Cum-
mings improved her record to 7-0 against BC. She 
struck out eight and allowed three hits.

Mt. San Antonio reliever Sarah Wapner allowed 
BC’s two runs in the sixth inning. The runs scored 
on RBIs by Yesenia Saldana and Solis.

 “If we go out and play one pitch at a time, one 
out at a time and one at bat at a time, we will be 
fine.  We have to play our game no matter who we 
are playing against,” BC coach Chrisite Hill ex-
plained on how they will find their winning rhythm 
back.

The BC softball team’s next game will be at 
home against Ventura at 5 p.m. March 16.

By Mario Saldaña
Digital Content Editor

Both Bakersfield College 
men’s and women’s swimming 
teams are now in full motion as 
more swim meets are being held 
week-by-week, and BC has been 
working hard, placing second in 
the one of the meets with Jenni-
fer Quan and Brian Bender lead-
ing in points.

On March 4, the BC swim 
team ended in second place at 
the Western State Conference 
Invite at Canyons College in Va-
lencia, with the men totaling 334 
points in all competitions and 
the women finishing with 278 
points. 

For the women, Quan took 
first in the 500 freestyle and 
placed second in the 200 IM. 
Cynthia Maner finished in sec-
ond in the 1000 free and finished 
third in the 100 breast, and in the 
women’s 200 medley relay of 

By Mario Saldaña
Digital Content Editor

The Bakersfield College Renegades 
softball team is on the hunt for another 
good season with many returning and new 
athletes helping the team game after game, 
and one of those many athletes is Mcken-
na Valencia.

Valencia earned a number of awards 
while playing at Stockdale High School, 
such as the Jockey Club award, student 
athlete of the week, MVP all-league and 
all-area, and second team all-area infielder 
and pitcher.

At BC, she has been an important part 
of the team as a pitcher and hitter.

As a pitcher, Valencia has 66 strikeouts 
in 57 innings, and as a batter she had three 
hits in a doubleheader sweep of West Hills 
and five hits in a doubleheader sweep of  
LA Pierce. That was during a seven-game 
winning streak by BC that lasted from 
Feb. 26 through March 7. The Renegades 
are currently 10-9 overall and 6-2 in the 
Western State Conference.

Valencia said she feels like she is a lot 
more comfortable on the field at this point 
of the season, and she’s learning a lot from 
her teammates who are ready to be com-
petitive game after game to be a complete 
team.

“I like playing with this set of girls. We 
all get along great. I have learned that all 
these girls have different stories and we all 

JR HENSLEY  / THE RIP

The Bakersfield College men’s and women’s swim teams take warmup laps during practice on March 7, in preparation for WSC Invite at Canyons.

Victoria Hernadez, Quan, Maner 
and Niquelette Rimer finished in 
second place.

For the men’s team, the top 
performers of the meet were 
Steve Santana winning first in 
the 200 free and finishing sec-
ond in the 100 butterfly, Andrew 
Martinez winning first in 100 

free and finishing second in the 
500 free, and Bender finishing 
second in 100 breast and third 
in 200 IM. In the 200 free relay, 
Santana, Cameron Reeves, Ce-
sar Zepeda, and Bender finished 
second.

At the Cuesta Invite at Cuesta 
College, both men’s and wom-

en’s swimming teams ended in 
fifth place overall, with Quan 
and Bender getting the highest 
points throughout the three-day 
meet. Bender participated in five 
events and totaled 63 points, and 
Quan participated in five events 
as well and scored 65 points. 

Bender finished first in the 50-

yard breast with a time of 28.40 
and second in the 200 breast with 
a time of 2:23.37. Quan won first 
in the 100-yard individual med-
ley with a time of 1:08.27, and 
finished second in the 50-yard 
breast with a time of 34.45. In-
dividually the men’s swimming 
team finished in third with 382 

points and the women’s team 
finished in 11th place with 155 
points, and combined finished 
fifth with 537 points.

The next swim meet for the 
men’s and women’s swimming 
teams will be on March 17 at the 
Western State Conference meet 
#2 at LA Pierce.

BC takes  
second in 
WSC Invite  
at Canyons

Softball hopes to keep groove 
after win streak ends at seven

Bakersfield College dealt 
ace in Mckenna Valencia

JR HENSLEY / THE RIP

Sophomore utility player Kathryn Alderete connects for a base hit March 11 vs. Fresno.
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Pitcher Mckenna Valencia delivers versus Taft College on Feb. 9. 

“I loved this sport at first becasue 
I loved the challenge of playing 

against all types of competi-
tion, but now I think the love 

of the sport has changed. I love 
it because it has always been a 

constant in my life. When things 
so happen to not go right for me 
in situations, softball was always 

there .” 
–Mckenna Valencia,

BC softball player

come from different backgrounds. We all 
have strengths and weaknesses and that we 
have to embrace both to be one cohesive 
team,” Valencia said.

From an early age, Valencia knew that 
softball was her favorite sport.  She started 
playing softball at nine-years-old, and the 
reason for the love of the sport has grown 
for her in many ways, like being competi-
tive, meeting new friends, and to use it as a 
way to tune out a bad day.

“I loved this sport at first because I loved 

the challenge of playing against all types 
of competition, but now I think the love 
of the sport has changed. I love it because 
it has always been a constant in my life. 
When things so happen to not go right for 
me in situations, softball was always there. 
I also love softball because I have met so 
many people from many different places. 
Softball has given me some of my closest 
friends,” Valencia said.

Her goal in softball is to keep playing 
focused and competitively. As a student at 
BC, she is looking at a major in the foren-
sic field. She chose a major in the forensic 
field, because she would like to have the 
chance to work in a crime lab for a police 
department.

A life in sports always starts at an early 
age, it builds character and helps a person 
grow in many ways, and a person collects 
so many unforgettable memories, and for 
Valencia she shares one of her proudest 
moments in softball.

“My best memory would probably be 
my last year of high school. My senior 
year at Stockdale my team went unde-
feated in league. We played really good 
competition. I’m so proud of those girls, 
as well as proud of myself. I went from not 
starting my junior year to pitching every 
game my senior year. I also batted .525, 
which was my all-time high. After that 
season for the first time, I had a little girl 
come up to me and ask for an autograph, 
and this is why I play.”
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Column

E9: What you wouldn’t 
believe about sports.

Sam L. Jaime

NFL bust 
deserves 
MLB shot

I really hope that Tim 
Tebow makes it to the majors, 
hits 300-plus home runs, and 
breaks at least one meaning-
ful record in a career that 
takes him past his athletic 
twilight. When he does finally 
retire, in his mid-40s, I want 
some club to retire his num-
ber and have 
some gaudy, 
b o r d e r l i n e 
canon i z ing 
ceremony for 
him.

That’s the 
least Tebow 
deserves after 
being consis-
tently mocked and doubted, 
long before he ever even de-
clared the intention of play-
ing professional baseball. 

Tebow’s NFL career left 
more to be desired. Truthful-
ly, Tebow was relegated to a 
backup role after only a brief 
time, and was never given 
much of a chance past 2011.

He became a punchline, a 
bad penny passed around the 
NFL. He was never arrested 
or got into any trouble. Tebow 
just said different things than 
most expect in interviews, 
and that irks people. 

Tebow references religion 
and higher purposes, and I 
imagine he’s done so for far 
longer than he’s had a camera 
in his face.

I think many of us through-
out time have seen characters 
like Tebow as having a sort 
of “holier-than-thou” sort of 
thing going on. And maybe 
he does, I have no idea, or 
concern with that in all hon-
esty, but certainly wouldn’t 
consider it a reason to hate a 
professional athlete. At least 
his behavior reflects what he 
says; the guy does some real 
charitable work after all. 

Before Tebow even started 
baseball he was at a disad-
vantage, having to endure the 
jeers of those who seem to be 
painfully aware of his pigskin 
shortcomings. That may have 
been fine had he continued as 
an analyst for college foot-
ball, but when he entered the 
world of baseball as an “out-
sider,” its citizens were skep-
tical and ostracizing.

Even Michael Jordan, the 
father of the athlete-brand, 
was never given a fair chance 
at carving out a place in the 
sport. In a professional base-
ball career that lasted less 
than a calendar year, Jordan 
received merciless criticism 
with every strikeout, and a 
hefty share of luck when he’d 
collect hits.

Never mind the fact that 
expecting any baseball player 
to get a hit in every at bat is 
pure insanity, people ex-
pected Jordan to be either the 
greatest baseball player ever, 
or the worst. 

The expectations are much 
lower for Tebow, as he was 
not the Jordan of the NFL. 
But people still complain that 
his celebrity presence takes 
the place of another prospect.

That might be true, but un-
like Jordan, I don’t think the 
Mets’ minor-league affiliate 
will sell out because Tebow 
is on the field. Will it impact 
the sales? Of course, but it’s 
not going to have the same 
impact. Tebow got this gig 
based on his ability. 

Don’t tell me that Tebow is 
blocking some kid from no-
where, if another guy is worth 
it, he’ll make it, period.

Tebow is another prospect, 
he just happens to have name 
value and a professional past.
He shouldn’t be given any-
thing special or have anything 
taken away from him based 
on that.

Yet because no matter 
what, most people will think 
that he won’t earn whatever 
outcome awaits, I hope he 
shatters expectations. 

By Sam L. Jaime
Sports Editor

The Bakersfield College base-
ball team appears to have turned 
a proverbial corner since open-
ing conference play Feb. 25. 

In that span, the Renegades 
have played six games, going 
4-2 throughout, bringing their 
season total to 8-14. 

While the overall record might 
not indicate it, the team has 
shown a dramatic improvement 
across the stat sheet. 

Errors have decreased dra-
matically as the season has 
progressed, dropping from an 
average of 3.3 per game over the 
first 10 games, to 1.8 per game 
since. 

The offensive has picked up 
as well, averaging five runs and 
10.5 hits per game, while still 

managing to draw almost 3.2 
walks per contest. 

This increase in production 
has translated into a beefy .297 
batting average, and a solid slug-
ging percentage of .429. 

“We played a little better. 
We still have some inconsisten-
cies at times, which every team 
does. But yeah, we’ve been a 
little more consistent than we 
were in the preseason, and that’s 
what you hope for is growth as 
the season goes along; so I feel 
like we’ve grown to some extent 
at this point,” said BC coach Tim 
Painton. 

“Getting our offense going has 
lessened the burden on our pitch-
ing staff a little bit, there’s a little 
more wiggle room, a little more 
breathing room.”

Pitching has been one of the 
Renegades most consistent com-

ponents to this point in the sea-
son. 

Through six games of confer-
ence play, the pitching staff has 
averaged 2.8 walks per game and 
put up a solid 3.33 earned run 
average. 

On the season, the staff has 
been especially effective with 
the strikeout, averaging nearly 
5.5 per nine innings. 

Deeper than those numbers 
might indicate is how large the 
workload has been for the pitch-
ing staff this season. 

Of the 22 games played this 
season, 14 have been decided by 
three runs or fewer.

“Pitching is such a big part 
of this game, pitching is always 
going to carry a big load. The 
one thing that you have to guard 
against is that it’s very difficult 
to go out and throw a shutout, 
one run or two runs per nine in-
nings pitched. As we’ve gone 
along it’s become a bigger and 
bigger burden for our pitching 
staff to carry, knowing that they 
can give up one or two runs, and 
that’s it,” said Painton. “We’ve 
lost some guys on the staff due to 
injury from the fall until now, so 
it’s ‘Next man up’ and you just 
keep marching and going and 
hopefully put the whole thing 
together, but our pitching has 
been consistent the whole way 
though.”

Of those 14 games decided 
by three runs or less, the Ren-
egades have won seven. For each 
of those games, Painton believes 
it’s important to “have a short-
term memory” in baseball, and 
offered the recent series against 
LA Mission as an example. 

“We are at the tail end of play-
ing LA Mission for the third con-
secutive time, and as soon as one 
game is over, you’ve got to turn 
loose of it and get ready to play 
two days later. So that short-term 
memory lasts from a positive 
perspective and also from the 
negative. Once you complete a 
game it’s over, you try and repair 
any mistakes that you’ve made, 
but it’s really onto the next one, 
two days later,” said Painton.

With this growth, the team 
continues its focus on finding 
and maintaining consistency. 

“That is the name of this 
game. With pitching, offense, 
and defense if you do two out 
of the three well in each game, 
you win. If you only execute one 
portion of those three major parts 

of the game, you leave your-
self very vulnerable, and if one 
breaks down completely, you 
eliminate the opportunity to win. 
So, we’ve won with pitching and 
defense at times, and pitching al-
ways seems to always be the one 
component that’s in there, but 
we’ve broken down defensively, 
and have been able to overcome 
our defensive lapses. Hopefully 
we keep grinding and we keep 
finding ways to improve, and 
that’s really all we are trying to 
do,” said Painton. 

Despite conference play sig-
naling the season has surpassed 
the halfway point, and the post-
season looms larger with every 
recorded inning, Painton manag-
es to keep things in perspective.

 “I never look that far ahead. 

It’s simple, you take care of each 
week, as we get into these two 
out of three series, our goal is re-
ally simple, win two out of the 
three. Not that you don’t want 
to sweep, but I think that in this 
game it’s very difficult to sweep 
a team in three games, when 
those three games are played in 
a week. So that’s our focus, if we 
are able to do that, then the rest 
takes care of itself.” 

Looking ahead, the Renegades 
open a three-game series against 
LA Valley on March 16 at Gerry 
Collis Field, beginning at 3 p.m. 

BC travels to LA Valley on 
March 18, and then hosts again 
March 21. 

In their previous meeting Feb. 
28, the visiting Renegades came 
away with a 3-2 victory.
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Austin Toerner enters his wind up to throw a pitch against 
LA Pierce. BC went on to win 9-7. 
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Patrick Reynier prepares to swing during the March 7 
game against LA Pierce.

Renegades showing improvement

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

Bakersfield College women’s 
tennis team has been off to a 
great start this season with a 14-3 
overall record.

Each of the players have been 
working as hard as they can to 
get to this point. One of those 
players is Riley Tucker.

Tucker is a sophomore from 
Garces High School where she 
played tennis all four years.

 “I’ve been playing tennis for-
ever,” she said.

“Once I could pick up a tennis 
racket, I’ve been playing. I didn’t 
really have a choice in the mat-
ter. Both of my parents and older 
sister all played tennis, so when I 
came around, it’s just what I was 
supposed to do,” she said.

Tucker said that her early in-
troduction to tennis made her 
competitive growing up.

As a child, she was very com-
petitive with the other kids be-
cause she just hated to lose.

At BC, she’s found herself 
happier than ever this season. 

“It’s been awesome. It’s way 
different than last year or any 
other tennis season I’ve had be-
fore. On and off the courts, there 
has just been a lot of success 
with friendships that I’ve been 
building with my teammates, 
and the person I’ve been becom-
ing as a player. This season has 
mainly been about growth for 
not only me, but the rest of my 
team,” Tucker said.

Tucker is deciding on whether 
or not she’s going to pursue ten-
nis at the four-year college level 
or if she is solely going to attend 
school. 

Either way, she plans to keep 
tennis in her life whether she’s 
playing at a four-year level, or if 
it’s just recreational.

Tucker is a Child Develop-

By Daulton James Jones
Reporter

With a 4-3 conference record 
and 4-8 overall record, the Ba-
kersfield College men’s tennis 
team is third in the Western 
State Conference going into 
their next match against LA 
Pierce on March 16.

The men’s team had a bit 
of a rough start, losing its first 
three matches and then having 
three more canceled because of 
weather conditions.

Since that rough start, things 
have been getting better, as they 
have beaten Fullerton, Santa 
Barbara, Victor Valley, and LA 
Pierce in recent matches. 

The first week and a half of 
March, they had matches al-
most every day, many of them 
as result of postponements 
from earlier in the season. 

“You know a lot of these oth-
er teams have guys who have 
been playing at this level for 
a while now, and they had the 
means to expose and prepare 
them for this kind of exposure,” 
said head coach Nick Jacobs. 

“My guys know what they  
need to work on, and this sea-
son has taught them all a lot of 
things. They weren’t expect-
ing a lot of the things that have 
happened this season to hap-
pen. I tell my guys don’t give 
up because the match ain’t over 
until you shake hands, and the 
score is written on the paper.”

Their next opponent is LA 
Pierce in an away match, tak-
ing place March 16 at 2 p.m. 

The Renegades previously 
defeated LA Pierce 7-2 on 
March 4. 

BC will host Santa Barbara 
on March 21, beginning at 2 
p.m. 

The Bakersfield women’s 
tennis team has continued to 
roll through the season, im-
proving its record to 7-1 in con-
ference and 14-3 overall. 

Their next match is at home 
against Santa Monica on 
March 16, starting at 2 p.m. 
Since March began, the wom-
en’s team have also had to play 
a few back-to-back matches 
from March 2 through March 
9. Out of the five matches they 
have played since the month 
began, the women have won 
three.

Those were all 9-0 victories 
against San Francisco, Chabot 
and Victor Valley. 

The losses were both 5-4 to 
Canada and Glendale.

“Our women’s team has 
come so far over the past three 
years. They went from literally 
winning individual games to 
having a shot at regionals,” said 
Jacobs. 

“We have all local girls from 
around the area. The women’s 
team has been great to watch 
this season.”

The main focus for the wom-
en’s tennis team right now is 
winning as many matches as 
possible and making a dent in 
regionals with hopes of making 
it to state. 

“I’ve talked to [assistant 
coach] Nick [Loudermilk] 
about this, and we both feel the 
girls can make it to state. They 
are gritty girls who handle their 
business on the court, and es-
sentially that’s all we can ask 
for.”

ment major at Bakersfield Col-
lege. 

“When I was in high school 
we would visit and help out spe-
cial needs children, so I think 
that’s what inspired me to want 
to be a teacher,” she said.

When asked about how she  
manages school and sports, she 
said, “My first year was one of 
those struggle years doing tennis 
and school. I was like, ‘oh, I’ll do 
it later after tennis,’ but I never 
did. This last semester, I finally 
got it together, and it all clicked 
for me. In order to play tennis, I 
have to make grades, and I want 

to play tennis, so that’s just how I 
look at it now.” 

Like many athletes, Tucker 
has her own way of getting in the 
zone before a match. She and her 
teammates listen to music to get 
ready for matches.

“In our van, we play a lot of 
good music that our coach calls 
our ‘let’s get pumped up’ music. 
Nothing too old, but it’s mainly 
like throwbacks,” Tucker said. 
“We listen to ‘Fight Night’ by 
Migos, and other cool rap songs 
to get us pumped. Plus, our coach 
listens to it, too, so we all kind of 
get into it.”

Life deeper than serve for TuckerBC tennis gains 
ground despite delays
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Riley Tucker prepares for her opponent from Folsom Lake 
to serve on the Wednesday afternoon game on March 8.



Renegade adventuRe
           Wednesday, March 15, 2017Page 10 The Renegade Rip  www.therip.com

I don’t travel much. I’ve only left California 
once, and that was for a brief wedding in Las Ve-
gas. I was 7 then, and the most fun I had was riding 
the elevator.

Even within California, where practically any-
thing is available, I can’t say I’ve seen or done 
much. So believe me when I say I was pretty ex-
cited to visit San Francisco, a city I’d never been 
to before. 

I was even more excited when some of the stu-
dents wanted to visit Alcatraz Island, home of the 
infamous Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary. A larger 
group had planned to go, but the ferry to the is-
land was sold out and only Lizette Chavez, 
Kylie Hendrickson and myself 
had ordered the tickets the 
night before. 

Unfortunately, 
on the Friday 
morning we 
were going, we 
were running 
late, which al-
ways stresses me 
out. We franti-
cally got an 
Uber, and 
thankfu l ly 
showed up 
on time to 
pick up our 
tickets, glance 
at the really 
cool model of 
Alcatraz and 
get in line. 

What’s great 
about Alcatraz 
is that it’s a 
national park, 
so it’s actually free to attend. What would be really 
great is if I didn’t have to spend $35.50 for the ferry 
ride, but after spending money in San Francisco, 
I’m just grateful it wasn’t more. 

The first thing I noticed when we docked was the 
foliage on the island. Alcatraz was a barren island 
for a long time, but these days it’s bursting with 
beautiful green moss and vines growing through 
any cracks to be found and completely reclaiming 
rickety wooden staircases. Kylie and I must have 
looked pretty odd, standing and staring at walls for 
five minutes straight. 

The next thing that was immediately noticeable 
was the Native American history on the island. 
Above the Alcatraz sign are the words, “Indians 
Welcome,” spray painted in red.

There were even more painted on the water tow-
er. We found out that native people had occupied 
the island for 19 months in order to claim it as a 
cultural center for Native Americans and to protest 
the how government continually broke their trea-
ties.

One work of art in the exhibit had the words, 
“We are still here,” which I found particularly poi-
gnant considering the current protest of the Dakota 
Access Pipeline on native lands.    

I will admit that as much as I love learning about 
history, the extent of my knowledge of Alcatraz 

was that Al Capone was held there and that some 
prisoners escaped.

Turns out it has a much longer history than I 
think most people are aware of, and if I could do 
one thing differently, I would have taken the audio 
tour. 

I had no idea, for instance, that the island was a 
military prison before it was a federal penitentiary. 
Not only did they prep Alcatraz with cannons dur-
ing the Civil War, but they also held Confederate 
sympathizers as prisoners.

We headed uphill to see the main prison, where 
most of the cells were about as big as my bathroom. 

They had chipping paint, tiny sinks, and 
broken porcelain toilets. We got 

to see Al Capone’s cell, but 
it was up on the second 

floor of cells so we 
were not allowed 
to see it up close. 

A couple of 
cells were set up as 

an exhibit to show 
how three men 

escaped from 
the island. 
The convicts 
took off small 
grates, opened 
up the wall 
around them, 

and slipped 
through an un-
used utility hall-
way to get out 
of the prison 
and into the 
water.

T h e y 
painted and 

cut boxes to look like the grates they had taken off, 
and made and painted papier-maché heads with 
real human hair to fool the guards. Their efforts 
were surprisingly artistic, and I was impressed.  
The most dismal area of the jailhouse was the 
solitary confinement cells. These had thick heavy 
doors in addition to the barred door inside, which 
were used to shut out all light when a prisoner was 
put in solitary.

We were allowed to go inside these cells, and 
I couldn’t help but feel a lot of sympathy for the 
people who were held there.

We also met a man who was a guard on Alcatraz 
and experienced a murder on the first hour of the 
first day of his job. It made me feel bad about ever 
complaining about insurance customers at my old 
job.

The last place we had time to visit was the light-
house. Alcatraz actually had the first lighthouse on 
the West Coast, but the first one had to be taken 
down after an earthquake and was replaced with a 
much more impressive concrete one, which I was 
completely enamored with.   

As we left, I felt that the trip had demystified the 
island. I always hear about Alcatraz like it’s haunt-
ed, but when I visited I got the sense that it was a 
place that people really lived, and spent some of the 
worst years of their lives. 

EXPLORING ALCATRAZ 
STORY BY MEGAN FENWICK

PHOTOS BY LIZETTE CHAVEZ

An Alcatraz cell left in its original state remains closed during audio tours of the island.

The flora and fauna overgrown through some of the historical buildings on the island.

Megan Fenwick and Kylie Hendrickson get a feel for Alcatraz while traversing the cells.
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