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'Pride' rally encourages 'you to be you'
By Samantha Garrett
Copy Editor

The sixth annual Bakersfield Pride Festival. "Steppin'
Out" opened with the boom of
disco music Oct. 23 ar 3 p.m.,
and it continued well into the
evening.
Entertainers and musicians
perfonned on or in front of rhe
stage while those attending
shuffled between the tables in
front the food stands and the
vendors' booths.

Groups like Spotlight Theatre, Rainbow Flags of Bakersfield and Rainbow Voices,
as well as local musicians such
as Michelle Weingarden perfo1m ed ttu·oughout the event.
and between each performance one of the two masters
of ceremonies would provide
commentary and point out
various objects of interest at
t11e festival
Despite being good humored throughout the first half
of the event, Billie Joe Fox

ended his service as master of
ceremonies with a few serious
comments on the cun ent issue
of youths committing suicide
due to being victimized by
sexuality-based bullying.
That festival was held in
honor for a youth from Tehachapi 1l1at took his own life.
He then went on to point out
that on that evening he wasn't
in any kfod of elaborate costume - he was wearing the
same clothes he would any
other day - to express the

acceptance of individuality
within the community.
·-r just want to stress,'" said
Fox. ''that here in Bakersfield,
the eighth most conservative
city in the United States, that
iliere's nothing wrong with
you being you.''
Located in the grouping
of vendor booths were those
representing large corporations and small social activist groups, and those coming
from eiilier camp, from Bank
of Ame1ica to the NOH8

campaign, were all openly
supportive of the LGBTQ
community.
Rick Riddick, representing PG&E, manned a booth
alone and willingly chatted
with anyone who stopped by
to talk Lo him or snag a free
keychain.
"PG&E is very suppo1tive
of the pride network," he said.
They provide scholarships,
work for diversity and equality in the workplace and were
Please see PRIDE on Page 4
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NOH8 Campaign volunteer Luis
Guillen applies a temporary tattoo to
Amber Tripp during Bakersfield Pride
at Stramler Park on Oct 23.

2010
ca an<Enational elections take center stage
Democrats share
in victories with
supporters
By Michael Wafford
Opinions Editor
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Renegades defensive back Tyler Thompson reacts after
tackling Pirates quarterback Antavius Sims in Memorial
Stadiums on Oct. 23.

Extend their win streak to three
with victories over

Ventura and

El
Camino
See page 8 for more football action

While Democrats across the
nation were saddened by the
loss of theiJ party's majority in
the House of Representatives,
in Kern County democrats were
celebrating on Nov. 2.
-Upon seeing the polls, which
showed him far ahead of his
competitor, California S tate Sen.
Michael Rubio spoke to his suppo11ers.
"Al the end of the day. we've
always fundamentally believed
that together, working as one.
Republican, Democrat or independent, we are first and foremost Americans, and we've got
to get this valley moving forward," said Rubio.
·'The Central Valley is the
p0orest region not only in the
state of California but the entire United States of America. It
has the greatest challenge with
respect to young people getting education, the ability to see
a doctor when they're sick or a
mother and father to gel employed so they can provide for
their families.
"'These are the issues we must
tackle in Sacramento - that's
what we want to tackle when we
get to Sacramento, and so it is
joining together and working as

Editor in Chief
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one in which we're going to get
t11ere," said Rubio.
While taking time to thank his
wife, family and God. dwing his
speech Rubio also acknowledged
the connibution of voters to his
campaign.
"Lel"s face it by getting the
vote count - which we did - tJ1at
meant that we got a few republicans to vote for us. And we did
that because we showed we can
work across party lines and get
stuff done," said Rubio.

'Tm energetic and eager to
get to work in Sacramento," said
Rubio.
While Rubio celebrated in the
Padre Hotel, other candidates
waited for results in more subdued environments. SuITotmded
by family in a union hall. Bakersfield City Council member
Rudy Salas Jr. and fonner State
Assembly candidate Fran Florez
were on hand.
"I feel great right now, I just
See DEMOCRAT, Page 5

To see more
on the
elections and
propositions,
tum to page 5

Local Republicans turn out and
support their candidates at event
By Brian N. Willhite

Renegades wide receiver Brandon Hobdy reaches for a
second-quarter pass despite close coverage from Pirates
defensive back Kentrell Everett at Memorial Stadium
on Oct. 23.
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State Senator-elect Michael Rubio and his wife Dora celebrate with supporters after
hearing he had won his bid for the 16th District Senate seat at a post-election party at the
Padre Hotel on Nov. 2.

As voters headed to the polls
this election Tuesday, they held
California 's future in the ir hands.
One fi!Jed in bubble on a ballot
or check on a screen decided
the outcome of billions of dollars spent to encourage those
choices.
For the Republican Party, this
election was especially encouraging because polling forecasts
indicated that Republicans would
gain the majority of seat<; in the
House of Representatives, and
they did. They also came close ro
taking the Senate, too.
In the race for the governor's
seat. Republican candidate Meg
Whitman lost to democrat Jerry
Brown. However, local politicians fared better in most of their
races.
At the Kern County Republican Headquatters Tuesday evening, located in the RE/MAX

building on New Stine, local
voters celebrated and cheered
on their candidates as they partied together and watched early
statistics from polling precincts .
The social gathering had an uplifting vibe as suppo1ters mingled, danced and congTatulated
one another for eve1y Republican
victory that was announced.
Some of the supporters were
looking for all of the Republican candidates to come out victorious while others still kept an
objective opinion and voted for
the candidate they felt would do
better, regardless of paity affiliation.
Rich Whipple, a fo1mer Bakersfield College student, can1e
to support Republican candidates
but didn't vote for the party's gubemat.orial candidate.
'Tm not a 'republican win or
lose,· I have an open mind when
it comes to people running, like,
for instance, even though rm a
See REPUBLICAN, Page 5

Above: Shannon
Grove accepts
well-wishes from
supporters for her
victory.
Left: GOP
supporter Mylo
Gorson shows her
enthusiasm for the
candidates.
PHOTOS BY ANNIE
STOCKMAN / THE RIP
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Planetarium brings
astronomy to BC
By Samantha Garrett
Copy Editor

Despite the highly sophisticated equipment within, the Bakersfield College planetaiium
doesn't boast a ve1y striking
image when viewed from outside. It's just another part of
the Math and Sciences building. However, stepping inside
reveals a 36-foot in diameter
dome, where the images of the
stars sw,·ounding the Earth can
be shown from any time of the
year and any position on the
planet.
In the fall of 2006, BC received a brand new planetarium
after using the same one for decades. and the current technology used is very updated and very
pricey. The SciDome projector,
which is used to give viewers a
tour of the solar system, galaxy
and beyond, cost $195,000.
That very issue is a major
concern of astronomy Professor
Nick Strobel, who is responsible
for working the planetarium.
"l think maybe it's another
thing BC will have to do some
long-te1m planning for,'' he said.
"Five years from now, we'll
probably have to replace it.
'Tm not sure if my higherups are aware. I have told my
department chair. I'm not sure
if they are planning. Some of
this equipment, like the SciDome, has a limited lifetime."
When that time comes, it will
cost the school approximately
$200,000.
And, since the SciDome
is what Strobel jokingly
pointed out as being
responsible for the
"cool shows," there's
a good chance the
school will want to
make that investment.

The second projector within
the planetarium, the Chronos,
which is used for showing a
view of the night sky, cost over
twice as much as the SciDome
projector, but Strobel expects
that it will last much longer.
"As long as we keep up the
preventive maintenance, that
thing should last decades," he
said of the Chronos. "I expect
it to be here when I retire, and
my successor won't have to
worry until the middle of his or
her career.''
Before the u-ansition to the
new planetaiium was made, BC
had to work with a very outdated system. Instead of the two
projectors and the large dome,
the planetarium was comprised
of a 24-foot dome with centerfacing chairs, a single "1950s
style" projector and no sound
system. Televisions. which are
still in the room, were the only
way that moving images could
be shared with the audiences.
Those televisions attempted to
do the job that the cmTent SciDome projector does.
"It was still good;' said Strobel. "School kids and teachers
liked it. Students liked it. But it
was limited."
The cun-ent system provides
a service for both the community and the campus.
Strobel uses the planetarium in his three
astronomy courses
that
he
teaches on
ca mpu s.
When it's
not being used
strict l y
BC
for
students ,
members
of
the

munity and grade school students can attend.
Shows provided for the community - there ai·e three each
semester - sell out quickly and
regularly. During Tuesdays
and Thursdays, grade school
students can attend, and their
school only has to foot a $120
charge. People can even "rent."
the planetarium for an evening
- private screenings are given
for $360.
Despite the amount of money
the planetai"ium brings in, all of
the funds do not go into any so1t
of planetarium account. BC receives all of the money that the
planetaiium earns.
Strobel spoke on why astronomy, and therefore the planetarium, is important.
"Well, the more we learn
about other things out there, it
helps us understand the Earth.
It helps us get in touch with beyond. We're all a part of a huge
cosmos.'' He paused to chuckle,
and then he added, "That's more
of a touchy-feely thing."
Returning the more practical
issues, he explained that only
through comparisons - such as
the
comparing
Earth to worlds
- could people
truly understand how
thin gs
ac tu a ll y
work.
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Above: Cast members of The Velvet
Darkness perform "Sweet Transvestite"
during The Rocky Horror Picture Show
at the Fox Theater on Oct 30.
Left: Riff-Raff and Magenta prepare to
return to the planet of Transsexual in the
galaxy of Transylvania.
Be1ow: Dyamon Webster, Kevin
Workman and Cassandra Harper wait in
line for The Rocky Horror Picture Show.
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Nick Strobel stands next to the Chronos projector inside the BC planetarium, Oct. 28.

Day of the dead celebrates life

Annual Rocky Horror
show draws large crowd

By Brenda Irene Rodriguez
Reporter

Altar displays of dead relatives and friends were set up for
the public to view at the Montgome1y World Plaza from Oct.
23 through Nov. 4 to celebrate
Dia de los Mue1tos, also known
as Day of the Dead.
Dia de Ios Angeles is celebrated on Nov. 1, and is the same
thing as Dia de los Muert.os but
is believed that it is the day that
the children who have died come
to visit.
The Dolores Hue11a Foundation sponsors the event and has
been going on for 18 years in
Kem County and is organized by
Cruz Ramos.
Celebrated by many Latinos,
Dia de los Muenos is a day to
celebrate and remember the life
of a dead loved one.
An altai· of things that their
dead loved one liked or enjoyed
doing is displayed, along with
a picture of them, and ii; surrounded with calaveras, which
are skulls made from sugar and
flowers called Flor de CempasuchitL also called Flor de
Muerto, which means fl ower of
the dead.
Pan de Mue1tos, which meai1s
bread of the dead in spanish,
is also placed on altai·s of dead
loved ones and is eaten on the actual day of Dia de los Muenos.
The welcoming of the spirits
for Dia de los Muertos consisted
of a skeleton dance, ballet folklorico and drummers.
Indigenous leaders, who have
been given permission to do
blessings, blessed the altars with
copal.
Copa! is a resin made of a tree
that is often used in the Catholic
Chm·ch.
"Dia de los Mue1tos is a privilege to be celebrated in Kem

By Nathan Wilson
Photographer

1600 people sold out the
midnight showing and live performance of The Rocky Horror Picture Show put on by The
Velvet Darkness on Oct. 30, at
the Fox Theater. Many people
dressed up as their favorite
Rocky Horror characters such as
Riff Raff, and Frank-N-Furter,
while others dressed up as various other things. Once the doors
opened up people began buying prop bags, which included

GOOD
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Family altar decorated with pictures and sugar skulls at
the Montgomery Wor1d P laza on Oct. 26.
County," said Jess Nieto, executive director of Heritage of
America Educational and Cultural Foundation.
Many people are frightened
by Dia de los Mue1tos, said
Nieto.
"It's very misunderstood
by the public in general, but T
think it's a great oppo1tunity to

remember your passed loved
ones," said Nieto.
"People ai·e beginning to
understand that it's not scary,"
said Cruz Ramos, organizer of
Dia de los Muertos.
Ramos plans on continuing
the celebration of Dia de los
Muertos in Bakersfield for as
long as she can.

1ice, playing cards, toilet paper
and newspaper that were used
ttu·oughout the show.
Before the show started there
was a best costume contest and
the "devirginizing" of people
who had not seen Rocky Horror live before by having them
do stuff on stage such as making
noises that certain animals would
make while having an orgasm
and sucking water out of a baby
bottle that was between someone's legs. Prizes for the winners
included dildos, anal beads and
other adult items provided by

Deja Vu.
Once the show struted people
staned singing along to the songs
("Time Warp" was the biggest
hit) and throwing props (such as
the toilet paper) when needed,
while cast members acted out
the scenes. During the show
the audience made jokes (such
as saying The C1iminologist
didn't have a neck) and called
Brad Majors and Janet Weiss
ce11ain words when their names
were said. The audience and cast
members seemed to enjoy the
entire Rocky Horror experience.
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Farmers offers a discount of up to 25% for good students
All professors receive an 18 % career discount
Policies for inexperienced drivers or drivers without a car
Programs are available for DUI' s and no license
No matter what insurance you need, we have a solution!

Fanners is the #1 Insurer in California
Fortt Insurance Agency
Ask for Grant Fortt
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CA Lie. # OF31524
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Charity event pays in more ways than one
By Breanna Gray
Reporter
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Jenny Fishbeck looks through the toys at the Little Feet's Repeat
charity event Oct. 21.

Little Feet Repeats returned to Bakersfield for their
ninth event in four years to
give to charities, such as collecting donations for UNICEF, and helping families in
their time of need with baby
clothes, children's items, and
maternity care.
Families who have outgrown
items went to littlefeetrepeats.
com where they named their
own prices and sold their items
through consignment.
At the end of the event they
get anywhere from 60 to 72
percent of their sold item's
price.
The items that did not get
sold at the end of the event
went to the Jameson Center,
Covenant Services and Owen's Elementary.
Mothers at the event said
that it was great for their kids
and the costs were really good
for the low-income families in
the community.
Carla McCoy is the president of Little Feet in Bakers-

field and said that the turnout
was unbelievable.
McCoy decided to start locally after visiting a consignment sale in the south with
lots of help from friend and
family.
"Five years ago there was
only four in the entire state of
California. I went and worked
at one and loved it."
I didn't quite like the way
they were doing things, so I
decided that I could do it better and that Bakersfield really
needed one. Then it just took
off;' McCoy said.
She attributed its success to
today's economy, saying that
everyone has been trying to
find ways to save money, and
Little Feet events saves money
for everyone - from sellers to
buyers to local charities.
She said, "I like that everyone comes out a winner. I like
that literally the local mom can
come and she can furnish her
child's whole wardrobe for the
whole season for less than a
hundred bucks. That's just not
possible anywhere else.
"I like that the people who

CARISSA EDWARDS /THE RIP

The Little Feet's Repeat event offered attendees the
option to purchase toys to benefit children charities.
really need it, who are having issues in their life and are
down that have problems, that
at the end of the event they get
some awesome things."
We give them toys and
clothes that they wouldn't
have."
McCoy also said that one of

the most exciting parts of the
event was being able to give
to Owens Elementary for their
give away store that will benefit low-income families.
Little Feet occurs every fall
and spring and they start taking items for registration in
January for their spring event.

FormerWWE
stars duel at
The Dome

BC intern
program
expands
By Brendalrene Rodriguez
Reporter

By Ryan George
Photographer

Bakersfield College students
are offered the opportunity of
student internships every year.
The main goal of the BC student internship program is to
expand the student's classroom
learning to on-the-job-training.
Students are able to work with
businesses around the Delano,
McFarland, Wasco and Bakersfield area. Internships are available in the fields of digital arts,
animal science, automotive,
welding and architecture.
Every year there are more m ajors being added into the student
internship program.
Janie Budy, program manager
for career development and workforce preparation, is in charge of
student internships at BC.
Budy has to find businesses
that are willing and interested
in interning students, and they
also have to teach the interns the
requirements of working in that
particular industry.
The business has to be willing
to sign a contract agreem ent with
the qualified student and BC so
that the student may be able to
intern with them.
"Internships help students in
their future," said Budy.
Students are able to network
and get hands-on experience in
their field of choice, so that they
can apply what they have learned
in their classroom and use their
newfound skills in a business.

RYAN GEORGE / THE RIP

Matt Carlos presses down on Scotty 2 Hotty's chest and neck in their match at The Dome on Oct. 24.

Vendetta Pro Wrestling brought another charity event to the Bakersfield Dome on Oct. 24.,
with all proceeds benefiting the Bakersfield Recovery Services (Jasons Retreat).
The event held several matches in various
forms. The highlight events included a sixman tag team match, with "Nightmare" Nathan
Graves teamed with Su/Ka against "Big Country" Jodi Kristofferson with the Ballard Brothers,
and a fight for the Vendetta Pro Championship,
with Rik Luxury, the current champ, against former World Wrestling Entertainment Superstar
Val Venis.
Also, there were two matches featuring former
WWE Superstars: Scotty 2 Hotty and Serena
Deeb, former member of the Straight Edge Society.
Hatty and Serena both beat out their opponents,
Hatty using his signature move "The Worm," and
Serna with a punch to the jaw.
Kristofferson did beat out Graves, who was
injured with a sprained ankle after being thrown
out of the ring by one of the Ballard Brothers.
That set up a pin-fall victory.
Venis lost his match against Luxury when Luxury 's road manager, Markus Mac, illegally slid
his briefcase into the ring while distracting the
referee. Luxury used the briefcase with a bash to
Venis' head, leading to that win.

"Sometimes the benefits of
student internships are receiving
a letter of recommendation, or
letting the students know of parttime jobs available;' said Budy.
"Student internships encourage the student to come back to
BC and finish the program that
they are interested in," added
Budy.
In order to qualify for a student internship, students must
be in good academic standing,
complete a required amount of
classes in field of study, and a
completion of a job readiness
course and enrollment in work
experience once the student is
selected for an internship.
"The student internship program at BC is great. It gives students the opportunity to work in
the field that they are pursing,"
said Opal Buchanan, former internship student at BC.
Budy puts on student internship presentations to classes
through out the year so that students may have the chance to apply for them.
Student internships are not advertised, but are referred and announced by faculty.
"We do what we can to get the
word about student internships
out on campus," said Budy.

Above: "Nightmare" Nathan Graves injures his
left ankle after being thrown out the ring in a 6way tag team match at The Dome on Oct. 24.
Left : Former WWE Superstar Val Venis flies off
the ropes to slam Rik Luxury's manager Marcus
Mac after losing his title match against Luxury.
Mac threw in a metal briefcase and distracted
the referee while Luxury illegally used the
briefcase for a knockout win.
PHOTOS BY RYAN GEORGE / THE RIP
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News Briefs
BC to host open mic night for
all to participate in
On Nov. 9 at 6 p.m. in the
Bakersfield College cafeteria,
students can pe1fo1m anything
from poetry readings to singing a song; there will also be a
silent auction in hopes of raising
money. Admission is free.
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Coffee spill in SGA
conference room
sparks argument

Jazz Ensemble Concert
Student jazz musicians will be
perfonning classic and modern
jazz for their Fall Concert on Hiday, Nov. 5 at 8 p.m. at the indoor
theatre. Tickets are $8 general
admission. For more information
call 395-4240.
Annual Walle To Cure
Diabetes at Yokuts Park

13th

On Nov. 6 there is a 5k leisure
walk to raise money and awareness for diabetes. Registr ation
begins at 8 a.m. and the walk begins at 9: 15 a.m. For additional
infonnation call 636- 1305.
Walle To Prevent Suicide at
Beach Park
Register, walk and donate to
help raise awareness, erase the
stigma and support. suicide prevention programs on Nov. 6 at 8
a.m. There is no entry fee but be
sm·e to bring some extra cash for
the raffle &·awing.
National Novel Writing Month
from Nov. 4-30
The goal is to write a 175-page
(50,000 word) novel by midnight,
November 30. You can sign up
anytime and browse forums at
nanowrimo.org. To be added to
the official list of winners, you
must reach the 50,000-word
mai·k by Nov. 30 at midnight.
Im prov Comedy Show
On Nov. 6, the Ice House hosts
improv at 8 p.m. Adults are $5
and children are $1.

By James Licea
Reporter
An incident that started with
a coffee spill worsened when
a gTOup of students along with
instrnctor Karen Shah from a
business communication class
attended the Student Government Association meeting on
Oct. 22.
The class was assigned to use
the Executive Board room in the
Campus Center as their classroom twice a week. The room
also serves as the SGA conference room.
After a supposed spill of coffee left a stain, a sign was posted
that read, "No food or beverages
(except water)."
Longer notes were printed out
on colorful paper and post.ed in
the room after the original notes
were taken down. These notes
explained that during conferences and meetings held by
SGA there are no food or drinks
allowed. It also stated that if a
reader wished to pose concerns
that they could attend the SGA
meeting Oct. 22.
The class feels they are being
singled o ut because of the posting of these signs. They also
shared they never spiUed coffee
dming their class time. A student of Shah's, Connie Brewer
stated, "It's starting to affect my
education now, and that's my
concern."
SGA President Lisa English
explained that the lengthier sign
was posted only because the first
sign was taken down. She said,
"If the coffee sta in would have
been cleaned up right away, I

don't think that this would have
become the problem that it arose
to."
The panel of students left the
two-hour meeting even more aggravated than when they came.
They felt they were treated rude1y by SGA by not being allowed
to speak. Brenda Downs stated,
"This could have been addressed
in 10 minutes, and they made us
wait through an hour and a half
of the meeting."
Dming the meeting, SGA
members and senators were eating and &inking various snacks
and beverages.
Vice President, Brian Rathfelder explained SGA is responsible for hiring people to
maintain the cleanliness of the
room. Because of this, he said,
"Of course it's going to allow us
opport.unities that aren't going
to be afforded to classes that are
making spills and not cleaning
up after themselves."
Rathfelder expressed confusion over the conflict.
" You can go to a lot of other
classrooms around campus and
it'll say 'No food or drink,"' he
said. 'Tm not understanding
that an hour during the day is an
inconvenience so much that it's
dismpting their educational experience."
Rathfelder also apologized for
the amount of time it took dming
the meeting to addI·ess the communication class. He explained
that they had an especially
packed agenda that day and said
that it could have been added to
the agenda if the students had
contacted them prior to the meeting.
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Bo-Bo the clown creates balloon animals for the children at the event Oct. 23.

PRIDE:
Helping
equality
advance
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Continued fromPage 1
" ve1y active and ve1y giving with the
'No' on Prop. 8 campaign."
Jamie Garza, representing the Mar1iage Equality USA campaign's Kern
County chapter, spoke on their involvement in the pride fest.ival.
"If Bakersfield Pride is running:' she
said, "MaiTiage Equality will be here."
The Democratic Paity booth was
filled with stickers, signs and buuo ns
adve1tising the vaii ous local ai1d national democratic candidates for the
upcoming election.
Ginny Tunks shared with those cmious how the Democratic Pait y has been
involved in the vaiious equal 1ights
campaigns for the LGBTQ community
at local, statewide and national levels.
"The democratic party supports civil
rights for gays:' she said.

Christina McQuiston and BC student
Mary Brooks get a domestic partnership
at Bakersfield Pride on Oct. 23.

Left: Majesty
Moore of the
Stiletto Divas
performs her
Avatar act
during the
drag show at
Bakersfield
Pride on Oct.
23.
NATHAN
WILSON/
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SHORT-TERM PROGRAMS
Business
Business Administration
Criminal Justice: Corrections
Emergency Services & Safety Management
Health Care Insurance Specialist

Medical
Medical Assisting
Dental Assisting
Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Pharmacy Technology
Surgical Technology
Therapeutic Massage

Technical
HVAC-R Technology
Industrial Technology

Bakersfield Campus
201 New Stine Road
WASC accredited

877 .206.7789
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