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Five SGA
members
leave office

Bookstore

to get new
manager

By Mateo M. Melero
By Brian N. Willhite

Reporter

Reporter

The decision of who the Kem
Community College District will
outsource management responsibilities of the bookstore to will
be made during KCCD's board
meeting April 14.
According to Greg Chamberlain, president of Bakersfield
College, the chief financial officer will choose one of the two
vendors that are being considered.
"At Thursday's board meeting, there is an agenda item that
would allow the chief business
officer to outsource to either of
the two vendors that were the final bids and that was Barnes &
Noble and Pollet;' Chamberlain
said.
A new management firm will
not change the bookstore, according to Chamberlain, and will
only assume duties of management and operations.
"We're still going to have a
bookstore, it's still going to be
on campus, the proceeds of the
bookstore will still come in to
the college for use of the same
things we use the bookstore proceeds for," he said.
Also, in looking at comparisons and tables, Chamberlain
believes that overall costs of
textbooks to the students will be
lower.
Should the district's CFO
choose a vendor, according to
Chamberlain, the change in
management could take a couple
of months and that "it would be
a matter of contracts and negotiations with the final vendor;'
Chamberlain said. He also believes that new management will
be in place prior to the start of
the fall term.
An excerpt from the agenda
for the April 14 board meeting
describing the merger reads, " ...
the acquisition of the exclusive
right to operate bookstores at
the District in return for estimated payment to the District of
between $3.9 million and $4.3
million, primarily based on sales
volume, which would be payable
over the five year term to commence no earlier than April 1,
2011 through March 31, 2016.
Please see Bookstore, Page 4
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Members of the Bakersfield College SIFE team and director Gayle Richardson (top left com er) hold a meeting at
the Espresso Cafe on March 31. They gathered to discuss plans for the "Race to Fight Hunger" event.

BC students gain business savvy
running a Race To Fight Hunger
By Tyler McGinty
Reporter

You're eating lunch in a
crowded restaurant. You overhear two high-powered executives talking about a meeting
with the "London people." This
wouldn't seem out of place
in Wall Street, or even in Los
Angeles. It also wouldn't seem
out of place in the Bakersfield
College cafeteria, as long as
members of Students in Free
Enterprise were around.
"One of our focuses is small
business. We help them to develop a business plan, and we
can help them with marketing,"
said SIFE co-president Brittney
Clemons. "So we're helping
them, and helping ourselves by
learning the various aspects."
Every year, the students take
what they've learned and make
a presentation about their projects. They compete with other
schools on a different theme.
This year, the theme is the
triple bottom line: people,
planet and profit.

They have a 25-minute presentation and five-minute question period in front of the judges.
Then, they present a report detailing whom they helped, how
it effected the planet, and how
it made a profit.
"It's like the presentation is
our good looks, our project is
our personality,
and our
d eta ils
are our
mind .
So we're
like one
perf ec t
person,"
said DiGAYLE RICHARDSON e r d r e
Dakdduk about their presentation.
On March 14, BC's SIFE
chapter took their project and
presentation to the regional
competition where they won
second place.
"There were a lot of highprofile schools like OSU, Pepperdine, USC, both CalPolys,"

said Clemons.
BC's second place finish in
the regional competition, which
earned them a spot in the national competition on May 10
in Minneapolis.
The project SIFE just worked
on was the Race to Fight Hunger, which was held April 10 at
the Kem River Parkway. It consisted of a 5k run and a health
resource fair.
The students of SIFE teamed
up with Comm unity Action
Partnership of Kem Food Bank
to raise 5,000 pounds of canned
food and raise awareness about
Kem County's hunger issue.
"They say a not-for-profit
is harder, because you're not
really offering a product or a
service, you're just asking for
money;' said Clemons.
The Race to Fight Hunger is
actually part of a competition
between schools all over North
America, where schools pledge
to raise the 5,000 pounds of
canned food, and then are
judged on how they accom plished it.

But like many actual businesses, SIFE has more than
one project running at the same
time. Clemons and Dakdduk
are also members of a Britishrun project, although they are
on competing teams.
This project, called the Prime
Minister Initiative, has three
teams: one is entirely British
schools, one is entirely Californian schools and one is a mix.
Each team has six schools, each
with its own specialty such as
agriculture or business.
These teams have to take an
agricultural product from their
area, create a unique dish using
it, and then market this dish.
The teams will travel to London
in June to compete and make
their presentations against a
notoriously difficult panel of
judges in competition against
other schools in the PMI.
To inquire about joining
SIFE, seek out Gayle Richardson, an accounting and personal
finance professor. Maybe you
can be the one overheard talking about "London people."

As of April 1, the Bakersfield
College Student Government
Association will be operating
without its Vice President Brian
Rathfelder, Legislative Liaison
Katrina Oldershaw, General
Counsel Sean Hill, and senators
Gilbert Hernandez and Theresa
Hall.
According to sources, grievances were filed against SGA officers and the outcome of these
accusations has resulted in resignations of five of its officials.
Dean of students and SGA
adviser Joyce Coleman had no
comment on as to what events
caused the loss in the SGA officials.
"I am not at liberty to respond
to [the] questions as [they] relates to specific students. This
would be a violation of federal,
state, district and college laws,
guidelines and procedures," said
Coleman.
Concerning his resignation,
Hill said, "I've wanted to resign
since the beginning of the semester. That job just consumes your
life, leaving very little [time]
for the outside world. Now I
have all the time in the world to
spend with my daughter. I love it.
You can't put a price on quality
time;'
Oldershaw said concerning her
resignation, "I don't really want
to talk about the situation . .. I've
already lost my job and I don't
want anything else to happen."
During the April 1 SGA meeting, Secretary Toccara Byrd read
the resignation letters of Rathfelder, Oldershaw, Hall and Hernandez.
"To Whom It May Concern, I
hereby resign from my position
as legislative liaison. I have sincerely enjoyed this past year and
will always be glad that I got to
spend time with such an amazing group of people," read Oldershaw's letter.
"However, I feel that with the
previous circumstances my work
environment has become too
stressful for me to handle. I will
try to devote my time at Bakersfield College toward my studies
and graduation."
Rathfelder's letter held a
Please see SGA, Page 4

BC DSPS takes
large budget cut
By Mateo M. Melero
Reporter

With a department funding decrease of 41 percent in the 20092010 fiscal year, the Bakersfield
College Disabled Student Programs and Services Department
is adapting to its new budget and
services outsourcing, as well
working with Maintenance and
Operations to secure disability accessibility around the main
campus.
DSPS
director Angelica
Gom ez spoke on the changes
and their outlining effects to the
department and its services.
"It led to changes that included testing accommodations now
being administrated through the
assessment center, the courtesy

cart service now being under
public safety and moving DSPS
from its original location, which
was in the FACE building, to its
current location in the Counseling Center," she said.
Along with the outsourcing
of services to other BC departments, DSPS saw the loss of its
Memorandum of Understanding,
its Learning Disabilities Specialists and the relocation of counselor Skip Hill.
Entering the 2010-2011 fiscal
year, the changes to the department, as well as the funding decrease, still remain imposed upon
the department, but the need for
disabled accommodations by
students is on the rise.
According to the Oct. 13,
2010, DSPS advisory committee

JOSEPH COTA I TIIE RIP

The accessibility lift on the stairs of the student services
building is scheduled to be repaired and upgraded.
minutes, which outlines the bulk
of the current funding concerns,
department changes and priorities, it states that there has been
a 42 percent increase from 200510 in the number of students requiring DSPS services.
"Although DSPS continues to
be in the red, ultimately the college is responsible in providing
the accommodations to students
with disabilities;' said Gomez.
"The allocation alone does not

meet the needs of DSPS students
on this cam pus."
With receiving the new allocations in March, that still hold
the 4 1 percent fund decrease,
Gomez pushed for additional
funding from BC in attempt to
keep the department applicable
to students.
"Given that DSPS cannot live
within the means as it has been
directed, the college's general
Please see DSPS, Pag e 4
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The elevator in the LA building is currently inoperable.
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Giving BC a

touch of class
By Amber T. Troupe
Reporter

The Bakersfield College wine and
food festival held its fourth annual
event to showcase BC's culinary students as well as provide a serene social environment for wine tasters.
Adriana Selenas and Genie Navan o
are employed ar rhe BC Foundation
and are both a part of the Kem County
Latina Leaders. That is how they heard
about the gathering.
"This is our first time attending this
and the food is wonde1ful with a wide
selection of wines from across California. It is turning out to be a very
low-key social environment:' Selenas
said.
Navano discussed how she enjoyed
it and would bring more people to next
year's event.
"I will definitely tell more people
about [the event] and encourage them
to attend. I would attend again. I like
the way they have it set up. We took
a break from tasting the wines for
food and then we're going to go back
again,'' NavatTO stated.
This year's decor had to be altered
due to the threat of rain. The festivities are usually held outdoors in front
of the gym, but this year rhe festival
occupied the huddle area in the gym
where the food was spread out in an
organized manner.
Guests were charged an entrance
fee of $50 in advance and $60 at the
door. This included m1limited food
and wine tasting as well as light enter-

tainment from the BC Jazz Ensemble.
The BC cheerleading squad, in full
cheerleading attire, escorted the guests
from their vehicles to the door.
Mike Stepanovich, the executive director of the BC Foundation, was the
organizer of this event. He had contacts from previously hosting the wine
tasting event at Cal State Bakersfield
that he brought over to BC.
Stepanovich explained how many
state wineries were present at the
event's founh annuaJ expo.
"There is a total of 61 wineries from
all across California in attendance tonight," Stepanovich stated.
The majority of the wineries present
are long-time attendees like Hope Valley Wine, who has volunteered for this
wine tasting ceremony every year the
event has been held at BC.
Kristen Lane has been working for
Hope Valley Wines for the six years
and tflis would make it her third time
attending the wine and food festival.
''I have been volunteering for this
tasting event since it began. I come
from Porterville to showcase the wine
we have. The wines are already here
and they just send me over here to offer the wine at our booth;' Lane said.
This year's attendance equaled up
to 400 people compared to last year's
roster of a little over 500 guests. Hannah Egland the donor relations' coordinator at BC was at the forefront of
creating this gala.
"Mike Stepanovich has all the winery contacts from before, bur I handle
all the organizing and prepating for
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Wine enthusiasts from left Tonya Razo and Nichole Almengor toast with representative Kristen Lane from
Hope Family Vineyards at the Red & White Wine & Food festival at Bakersfield College's gym April 8.
this event," Egland explained.
"It started out as just a wine tasting fundraiser and it expanded to
become this lat·ge wine at1d food
festivaJ which gives our culinary
students a chance to advertise their
skills," said Egland.
Jana Fidler-Wiggers, the culinary arts department's teacher's assistant has been catering this event
since its conception.
"We all coordinate the menu and
set up together myself, chef Davis
and chef Coil. Each year finger
foods ate: the choice and the culinary cooks ate: required to do this
event as part of their grade."
The event lasted past the scheduled time at 7 p.m., as guests were
still socializing and enjoying the
events' calm environment·, wine
and finger foods.

JOSEPH COTA / THE RIP

On display at the Red & White Wine & Food festival are various makes of
wine from the Riboli Family Wine Estates and San Antonio Winery.

Renegade Rip wins several
awards at JACC conference

Exhibit shows
art by students
By Keith Kaczmarek
Reporter

The Wylie and May Louise
James Galle1y is cmTently holding the Bakersfield College Art
Student Exhibit 2011 , a presentation of student works from BC
art classes.
During the reception, giant
birds made out of paper mache
littered the front. of the Grace Van
Dyke Librruy and Transformers
made from cardboard were presented in ti1e foyer.
For Adel Shafik, a professor in
digital ruts, the experience was
positive.
"It's good for them to get. their
work in a gallery, and it encourages [them] to also t.ake pride in
their work," he said.
Some of the works in 1he show
were from an assignment he had
given his students that had them
make a postage stamp depicting
a local landmatk

One notable example of this
assignment modeled Dagny's
Coffee Company,
The students whose work was
displayed came from a range of
expe1ience levels.
For example, Sat·ah Talon, a
student at BC for two yeat·s and
responsible for a wild green bird
sitting in one of the trees in front
of the library, had several pieces
in last yeru·'s show as well. while
new student Debbie Korhonen
also had a giant bird head piece
displayed.
Also of note were several chandeliers hanging from the ceiling.
One of the rutists, Heather Guerriero, created a chandelier made
from steel and draping lace with
working lights for her sculpture
class.
Digital art was also strongly
represented. Chris L. Hendrickson's piece "Steampowered"
was made by taking 85 photos of
mechanical devices and pieces
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David Contreras, a student at Bakersfield College,
admires the work on display at the BC library April 7.
of metal fom1d on campus and
layering them "like a puzzle"
over an image of a fellow student.
That created the illusion of a
st.earn-punk future scene.
"It's good experience for art
majors to apply for shows,"
said Lam-a Borneman, an associate professor who teaches
advanced and beginning drawing. "l want to work with [my
students] on photographing

their work for shows."
There was an outside jm·or,
Joey Koning, a fuU-rime lecturer at Cal Slate Bakersfield
and di.rector/curator of the
CSUB Todd Madison Gallery.
He lectures on etching, screen
printing, photography, painting, ru1d galle1y production.
"The show is flavored by ti1at
personal taste," Borneman said,
commenting on the selections
that made it into the show.

Bakersfield College's student
newspaper, The Renegade Rip,
earned general excellence for
the 14th yeat· in a row dming the
Journalism Association of Community Colleges state conference
Ap1il 7-9 in Sacramento.
The Rip's online publication
also won general excellence and
has earned 1hat award every year
since going online in the early
2000s.
To eam genel'al excellence,
publications must meet a cenain
points criteria based on the quality of content page design, photography, artwork, editing and
ethics. Professional journalists
judge all contests.
The contests consist of two
at·eas: mail-in and on-the-spot.
In the mail-in categories, work
published in the spring and fall
semesters of 2010 may be submiued. In the on-the-spot competition, students enter various
competitions at the conference.
In the on-the-spot competition, BC's Cluysta1 Fortt placed
third for broadcast newswriting.
Michael Mo1mw earned an hon-

orable mention in the same category.
Greg Cook won honorable
mentions in spo1ts and news
photo. Brian Willhite won an
honorable mention for featm·e
story.
In mail-in competition, BC's
Samantha GatTett won tlu-ee
awards for cartooning and illustrations. She took third and
foui1h place for magazine illus1ration and fourth place for editorial canoon.
Willhite placed third for magazine non-profile feature with a
story about water issues in the
Central Valley, and David Karnowski and Denise Gonzalez
placed third for magazine photo-story essay. Katie Avery was
awarded an honorable mention
for magazine opinion.
The Rip staff also was one of
only 11 colleges that earned an
award for enterprise story/se1ies,
which consists of extensive coverage of one topic. Judges chose
The Rip's coverage of the Bakersfield Business Conference
as one of the winners.

Garden Fest educates about agriculture with fun
By Monica Bolger
Reporter

NATHAN WILSON /THE RIP

This grass sculpture of a hummingbird shows how
artistic gardeners can get, April 9.

The Bakersfield College Horticultm·e Department hosted its sixth yeru·
of Gat·den Fest on Ap1il 9 at Horticulture Renegade Park.
It was an eventful day that brought
crowds of people to see different
booths and free seminars featured
by BC staff and public organizations
that was put on to provide the public
with environmentally ftiendly ideas
of agricultm·e education.
Live jazz music sung by "the
lounge guy," Roger Ma1tin and the
smell of barbecued ribs, cooked by
BC's Culinaiy Deprutment, set the
scene for attending guests.
BC's Childcare Depaitment,
greenhouses and related Agriculture
Services, provided free giveaway
products and materials for gardening
and kitchen attire.
The agricultm·e booths included
r'dffling and selling different plants,
from edible cheny tomatoes and
strawbeITies, adve1tised by the Green
Thumb Gru·den Club, to different
types of native ru1d indigenous shrubs
and orchids displayed by the Orchid

Society and Green Leaf Hydroponics.
BC horticulture technician and
Garden Fest organizer Sally Sterns
was among the crowd occupying the
greenhouses.
Sterns said, "this is a perfect way
to show people what BC has to offer
from om· Agriculture Deprutment and
there's plenty here for the kids. We
have the bounce houses in t·he back
and there's plenty more for everyone
t.osee."
According to Stems, the funds
made by each group at Garden Fest
go toward financially supporting
their organization on campus.
Among the bounce houses was a
Ben and Jerry's stand that provided
sweet treats for children and adults to
eat as they strolled ru·ound the at·ea.
Multi-colored koi fish were available for adoption in kiddie pools next
to the greenhouses of many different
shapes and sizes.
Arts and crafts, organic foods and
eco friendly hybrid automobiles were
also exhibited for advertisement and
purchase at approp1iate costs.
Sterns' was more than satisfied
by turnout of students and families

that attended Garden Fest. 'Tm
very impressed with how great
it tmned out. This yeai· we had
a larger crowd and better attendance than last year. I' m very
pleased,'' said Stems.
BC's drum line made a musical entrance as they paraded
through the garden adding to the
festival's entertainment..
''The drummers were very convenient for us and they sounded
great," said Stems. "Roger Mar-

tin on the mic was also big hit
with om· audience; he normally
sings at the Padre once a week."
As the festival proceeded
through the evening, channel 29
and 23 atTived to record the activities.
"That's a first for us having
1he television stations here," said
Stems. 'That's never happened
before. As for next year, I'd like
to see more RVs for our out.door
recreation."
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Citizens unite to beautify the community
By Cristal Rodriguez
Reporter

There were many people of
all ages dressed in orange shitts
cleaning the community and
making a difference around town
on Ap1il 9.
"The Great American Cleanup
is always a great way to get involved and encourage the kids to
do a liuJe community service,"
said Lisa. Contreras, a volunt.eer
along with her three children.
This year the Great American
Cleanup was held at Yokuts Park
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This event
was hosted by the mayor of Bakersfield, Harvey Hall, along
with Jessica Felix who is the organizer of Keeping Bakersfield
Beautiful.
This event is yearly and ev-

eryone is welcome to participate. Although this event is eight
hours, it is only mandatory to do
at least two.
"After your group or team was
done cleaning, everyone had to
meet up at the park for all the
other things that were scheduled," said Michael Gaiy, volunteer.
Aside from everyone fo1ming
groups and going ai·ound Bakersfield to clean, much more
was going on at Yokuts Park.
To the left of the park, they
had bounce houses, games, and
competitions for the children.
Timothy Collins, 6, whose
group went around cleaning
graffiti, said, "I won all the times
on sack racing. This is very fun
and in the morning I had to paint
the bad stuff off the walls with

my dad."
Near the center of the park,
they had Starbucks giving away
coffee or hot chocolate to all the
volunteers and people who came
out.
There was also a food area for
eve1yone to grab a burger or a
hot dog.
"I love paiticipating in this
event. Makes me ve1y happy to
see all the people that come and
help out our Bakersfield," said
Alfredo Cruz, who was helping
cook the food.
The stage was also at the center
of the park where all the organizers and volunteers got together
after lunch and spoke about the
impo1tance of keeping Bakersfield clean and Eaith Day.
To the 1ight of the park, there
was an info1mational booth and

a white tent where so much was
going on with students and families.
There were job offerings,
available scholarships, entertainment, free stuff and a.it.
Many high schools participated in the cleanup and had
much of their art entered in the
contests.
Some schools that paiticipated
at the event were Bakersfield
High, West High, Golden Valley
rligh, Independence rligh and
Frontier High.
"Students from high schools
around the city were asked to put
together a sculpture representing
some way to help the eaith or
some things that can destroy it,"
said Brian Rodli guez, a teacher
at West High School.
There were many different

sculptures created by individuals and teams from the high
schools.
The students used paper plates,
bottle caps, newspaper, license
plates, plastic bottles and cardboai·d paper to put their work
together.
"These teens ai·e so talented
and creative," said Kathleen
Acosta, who attended the cleanup. "Just walking ai·ound and
looking at the globes, little cities,
fishes, robots, horses and everything they made makes me so
proud."
There were also many booths
set up inside the tent to talk about
things to do to improve the earth.
They were also talking about
jobs, had games and were giving
away trees and plants for children and families who wanted

them.
"I had a lot of fun. I learned to
never litter and if I see someone
I know litter, I will make them
pick up it up and throw it away
because it adds up," said Jasmin
Banuelos, a coordinator of Career Beginnings at Cal State Bakersfield.
"It's also a great experience
for the kids in our program and
they get credit for being out here
and enjoying all this stuff going
on."
Organizer Jessica Felix said,
"I would like to thank everyone
who came out. There was much
more participation this year. I am
ve1y happy with the event and
I love how everyone is helping
and enjoying their selves and doing their part to keep Bakersfield
beautiful."

Using the sun to
power education
By Brian N. Willhite
Reporter
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A lunch-time rush keeps the Blood Mobile full , as students donate their time and blood during the BC blood drive
March 31. Houchin Community Blood Bank brought two mobile blood laboratories to BC for the event

Blood drive shows giving spirit
By Cristal Rodriguez
Reporter

There were many Renegades
anx:ious and willing to donate
blood and save lives on Mai·ch
31 dming the annual blood
dI·ive held at Bakersfield College.
"We never know who might
need a blood transfusion, so
it's good to donate just in case
it might be a family member,"
said BC student Miguel Lenares.
The Houchin Community
Blood Bank had many of their
staff located in the Fireside
Room atBC.
There were a few things that
needed to be done before donating. The first step was signing
up and filling out the approp1iate papers, then they had to get
their blood tested to see if there
was anything that would not allow them to donate.
"AU of these people are very

nice and thankful that we are
willing to donate. It's an incredible feeling," said Jackie
Carillo, student.
After everything was clear,
they were sent to the bus that
was set up outside the Renegade Bookstore for the donations.
"I love donating blood. I
know it's needed, and I love the
thought of helping people out,"
added Marcus Henry, student.
Every school year, blood
drives are held during the spring
semester. This blood drive was
held from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
"It was a great turnout. We
had about 200 students donate,"
said Tawntannisha Thompson,
Student Government Association activities liaison.
"When it comes to donating
blood there are things to consider," said Richard Villanueva,
one of BC's senators. "This
blood drive is a great way to
help out the community. I like

geu.ing involved because I like
how people are so giving and
are willing to donate their blood
for the safety of others without
want.ing anything in return."
According to Houchin, in order to donate blood you have to
be at least 18 yeai·s of age or 16
with pai·ents consent and you
must weigh 110 pounds.
Also, you must wait one yeai·
to donate after getting a tattoo
or body piercing and, most important, your body cannot be
low on iron and free from diseases.
There were a lot of students
who wanted to donate but
couldn 't because of the fact
that their body didn't have sufficient iron.
"I wanted to donate so bad,
but I couldn' t because I have
low iron," said Thompson.
Donating blood is important
because the community needs
as much blood as possible, especially the rare types.

"From what I hear, my blood
type is really needed, so whenever there's the chance for me
to donate, I'm up for it," said
Kevin Williams, student.
During the blood drive held
on campus, anyone was welcome to donate.
"Anyone can donate, not just
BC students and staff. As long
as your 18 and have a picture
I.D. This event is open to the
public because we want to have
as much donations as possible,"
said Thompson.
As mentioned before, there
are blood drives held eve1y
year for those who didn't get
the chance.
" I want to thank everyone
who donated because you all
saved many lives. You should
all feel proud of yourselves
knowing what you have done.
We never know what can happen, so it's good to be prepared.
So thank you all for your donations," said Thompson.

Photographer Brendan Bannon
donates photography to students
By Chrystal Fortt
Reporter

Photographer Brendan Bannon and journalist Mike Pflanz
are working on a photojournalism project called Daily
Dispatches, based in Nairobi,
Kenya to create connections
across the world and give students a unique leai11ing opportunity.
Until 30, they plan to produce a photo essay everyday on
a different subject in Nairobi
and send it to select colleges to
print the photo essays and dfaplay them on campus.
Lee IbaiTa, a photography
student at BC, is in charge of
printing the photo essays every
day and finding a place to display them.
Printing the panel is a quick
process for Ibarra and not very
costl y for the school.
"All we have to pay for is the
ink and prints;' said Ibarra.
"He [Bannon] sends them already pre-laid out for us just to
print, he's put a lot of time into

it and we've been doing test
images at the beginning of the
month and test prints to make
sure everything looks good.
We've been in co-operation
with him, he's basically laid it
all out for us," said Ibarra.
The printing is easy for Ibai·ra but finding a place is a little
more difficult.
Right now the photo essays
ai·e in the glass display in the
hallway of the Fine Arts building in between rooms nine and
10.
However, there won't be
enough space for all the panels,
ea.c h photo essay is about 16 x
22 inches and Bannon sends
one to three panels a day for
each photo essay.
Another downside to the
panels being in the Fine Alts
building is that many students
don't get to see the panels.
"I just want to put the panels
in a place where students can
interact with it because I think
it's a great project and the images are just amazing. Mike
does a really good job writing,

I enjoy reading the sto1ies eve1yday;' said Iban-a.
For the schools who don' t receive the photo essays on campus or students who do or don't
see them in the FA building and
have questions about the photo
essays, they can visit Daily
Dispatch websites at www.dailydispatches.com.
Bannon and Pflanz have a
blog that is updated consistently.
It has the same information
as the printed panels but the
advantage of the Daily Dispatches blog, Twitter, and Facebook is that anyone can go
on the sites and ask questions
and Bannon or Ptlanz will respond promptly.
''The main idea I want to get
out and he LBannon] wants to
get out to the students is that
it's for you guys, this project
is for the students and only for
the students," said Ibarra.
Bannon and Pflanz want students to log on their websites
and interact with them. They
also encourage students to ask

questions about anything, from
photography, to the subject or
culture.
"They want to know that
people are enjoying what
they're doing and all their work
isn't going to waste.
"Getting good feedback really boosts them, especially
because they're doing it eve1yday, they need that. They also
want to know what's working
and what's not working," said
Ibarra.
Bannon and Pflanz al so want
the photo essays to be used by
the instrnctors to give out assignments or spark debates in
the classrooms.
Not all colleges get to have
this project donated to their
campus.
Buffalo State College and St.
Bonaventure University are the
two colleges beside BC to receive the donations.
'Tm proud and excited that
o ur school and students have
the chance to interact and be a
part of this project," said Ibarra.

Harnessing the power of the sun
is not just a gimmick in a science
-fiction sto1y for some club members at Bakersfield College. With
a few cai·dboard boxes, foil and
retro flai·e for do-it-yourself ingenuity, the students of BC's geology club are building solar ovens
as a learning experience for how
the sun 's energy can be used .
Geology professor Natalie
Bursztyn had suggested the idea
of building solar ovens as a way
of understanding how solai· energy
can be used in a practical manner.
The completed projects will then
be featured in a contest dming
Sp1ing Fling. The contest is also
open to any student that wishes to
participate.
"The project started as an idea
based on BC getting the solar photovoltaic carport, said Bursztyn.
"So, what sort of campus-wide
project could the geology club do
to highlight the cool, new carport
system that we have?"
Bursztyn fmmd a Web site that
offers free schematics on how to
build various types of solar ovens,
which mostly consist of cardboard
and some type of reflective material such as foil.
Some students participating
have even found unique and relatively cost-free materials to construct their solar ovens.
"Some of tl1eir solar ovens are
literally made out of a recycled
pizz.a box. So, if you can pull a recycled pizza box out of your trash
after an earthquake hits, tlian you

can cook food witl1 it. It's a really good way of survival witl10ut
electricity," Bursztyn said.
Geology club member Arie
Davilla also found the solar oven
project to be beneficial and practical as a learning tool.
"It's a really good experience to
build something tJ1at's actuaJiy usable out of everyday items, which
can be used for otl1er purposes,"
said Davilla.
Davilla has built his solar oven
out of a post office box and an
Eggo Waffle box, which he used
for an inner oven section. He also
added a wire hangar, some string,
glue and a lot of foil
Geology club president Jess
Richardson discussed how important the project is as a way to enrich one's life personally as well.
"In light of tl1e recent disaster in
Japan, a lot of this becomes a lot
more real tl1anjust building things
out of household objects," said
Richardson.
"Working on becoming more
autonomous is something that everyone should do and this is just
one specific example that we'd
like to share with everyone on
campus."
The contest will take place on
the Thursday of Spring Fling.
Bursztyn hopes tliat many students will enter a project into tl1e
contest and show off their skills in
harnessing solar ener!,>y.
The contest will also feature a
'70s decor to coincide with Spring
Fling's flashback theme. The first
place award will win a tie-dyed Tshirt and other winners will win a
geology-themed prize.

Forestry expert shares
'humbling' Iraq experiences
By Tyler McGinty
Reporter

The Society of Ame1ican Foresters had its biannual meeting
with Bakersfield College on Ap1il
7 to welcome Dr. Alt Gaffrey as
he spoke about his rebuilding efforts in Iraq and also to g ive o ut
a scholarship to one of the student
members of the SAF.
From October 2008 to November2010, Gaffrey traveled in the AI
Anbai· province of Iraq as pait of a
provincial reconstmction team, or
PRT. Gaffrey specifically helped
build the ag1icultural infrastmctm·e as he led a team consisting
of a veterinaiian, a crop scientist,
a soil scientist and a specialist in
herd animals, as well as a team of
soldiers that he called his "everpresent protection."
" It was a humbling experience
to see these young marines, soldiers, sailors, and aiimen walking with you and would literally
put themselves in haim 's way for
you," said Gaffrey.
Gaffrey and his team worked
in an ai·ea that used to be one of
the biggest producers of wheat in
the area but is now a desert. They
helped the area by bringing in tractors, greenhouses and better irrigation systems. They also taught the

people how to properly take care
of theiT animals and herds. Gaffrey
mentioned that many of the dairy
cows were malnomi shed, and before he left he saw a definite improvement in the animals' health.
The people Gaffrey's team
lent aid to were sometimes punished by other Iraqis for accepting American help and some of
the more conservative citizens
wouldn't accept help from them at
all. One of the fa1mers they helped
was anacked with artillery fire almost immediately after Gaffrey's
team left.
However, the people of Al Anbai· seemed grateful for the help no
matter the danger. When the governor of the province met with Admiral Mullen, who was in chai·ge
of Gaffrey's project, the governor's first words were, " thank you
for sending the agriculture specialists."
Before Dr. Gaffrey began his
presentation, the SAF present.ed
Jeana Wallace with a $500 scholai-ship that is exclusively for BC.
'Io win the scholai-ship, Wallace
had written an essay desc1ibing
her cai·eer goals in forestry. She
will be leaving in the summer to
attend Humboldt State University
to major in forestry and natural resources.
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News Briefs
E-waste collection
Bakersfield
College
is holding an electronic
waste collection even1 on
April 15 and 16 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the southeast sradium parking lot at
the corner of Mt. Vernon
and University.
At no cost, BC will accept all items that can be
plugged into a wall ranging
from anything like home
computers and televisions
to small electmnic devices
like cellular phones and
other portable devices.
They wiJI also accept
car batteries and rechargeable baueries. They will
not accepl large appliances, fluorescent bulbs,
or lead batteries. No BC or
KCCD equipment should
be recycled.

BC Library closed
during spring break
The BC library wilJ be
open April 16 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. and then
close for !'he remainder
of spring break. The Library's e-book collection
and pe1iodicaJ databases
will be available to all students tlrroughout the closure. Students may access
these dalabases through
any Internet connection
using their BC ID number
(without the@ symbol).

Nursing open house

All pre-RN and pre-VN
students a.re invited to attend lhe Nursing Open
House on April 13, at 5:30
p.m. in the Fireside Room.
Representatives wiJ I be
available to answer yolU·
questions regarding applica1fon, admission, and
eligibility to the Nursing
program.
Bedlam at Sam Lynn
Ballpark
The Gaslight Theatre is
presenting Bedlam at Sam
Lynn Ballpark from April
8th to 301h. Call (661)
587-3377 for reservations.

Japanese nationals feel disaster's effects
By Michael Wafford
Editor in chief
Japan was s11uck by an 8 .9
earthquake and tsunamis on
March ll. Since then. the Fukishima nuclear reactor has began
LO leak.
In response, Bakersfield College has been working to aid
both Japan and students at BC
affected by the disasters.
International student counselor Shoreh Ral1mai1 has established a foreign students-help
emergency fund.
While a few hundred dollars
have been donated to 1he fund ,
according to Rahman, a majority
of the suppo11 from faculty has
come in different ways.
"There are a couple faculty

who have [donated] more that1
just money. Faculty have sent
letters supporting students along
with providing them food and
shelter:· she said.
Rahman went on to say that
students dealing with a crisis in
their country of origin could add
stress to a student's life.
"When a crisis happens in
the home country of a student
it causes enormous emotionaJ
stress for students," she said.
''It's really, really hard for them.
It ·s hard for them to study, their
immigration status could be affected, their financial situation
gets affected. It definitely affects
the whole person."
Rahman said that when a crisis
happens in an international student"s country of origin, the first

thing to do is make sure they will
be able to continue their education in the United States,
Also around campus, the Bakersfield College Republican
club has organized a bake sale
for the relief effo1t.
Notjustst.udents have been impacted by the string of disasters
in Japan. BC Japanese professor
Yuri Sakamaki was emotionally
affected by the disasters, comparing it to an earthquake she
experienced firsthand while in
Japan herself.
"I was in Osaka when a big
earthquake in Kobe happened
in 1994," Sakan1aki said. "The
earthquake this lime is said to be
1,000 times s11·onger than the one
in Kobe. I just can't imagine how
scary things must have been.

Teachers
rally locals
to support

By Michael Wafford
Editor in chief

By Brian N. Willhite
Reporter

In a show of solidai·ity, teachers. adminisu·ators and supporters for Kern County's educational
system wore red as they rallied
together to promote awai·eness
for Gov. Brown 's budget initiative in hopes to avoid losing educatjonal funding.
Brad Barnes. president of the
Bakersfield Elementary Teachers Association. led llie cuJbside
rally in front oJ the Bakersfield
City Comthouse March 29.
The rally featured educators
speaking out against legislators
for not supporting public education funding as they urged the
public to contact their representatives to support the budget initiative.
·we're rallying today to encourage rJ1e Governor and our
folks in Sacramento to pass a
budget that extends the current
revenue s11·uctme." Bai·nes said.
"Republicans in Sacran1ento

According to Counts, BC had

Reporter

13 car thefts in 2007, 17 in 2008,
and 13 in 2009, along with a

Two weeks ago, a campus
alett about cai· thefts wa~ sent
to students in response to three
car thefts that happened on that
single day.
All Honda Accords, this rash
of thefts constituted "unusual
circumstances," according to Sgt.
Chris Counts of Public Safety
and prompted the sending of an
e-mail alert to students.
''The administration takes it
seriously and wanted to get it
out to students to keep them prepared," he said.

number of break-ins.
To put this in perspective, BC
has 3,591 parking spots and 121
stalls for 1he disabled, according
to Paula Bray. manager for maintenance and operations.
Public Safety suggests that
anyone pat"king on campus
should not leave out items in
plain view in their cars that
might make tempting targets for
thieves.
They should also be cai·eful to
set their car alarms and not leave
windows even slightly open.
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Kem County teachers and their supporters display signs
showing concern over possible cuts in the state education
budget at a rally held at Liberty Bell Plaza on March 29.
want an ' all cuts' solution. Education has taken cuts for four
years in a row and we're pretty
bare bones now and if we have
another all cuts solution we're
gonna lose another $5 billion
and thar's going to lead 10 closing more classrooms.
"The proposal now extends
the cuJTent tax structw·c which
adds $9 billion of the $25 billion
shortfall but without extending
the current tax su·ucture, those
taxes expire ai1d then the state
revenue drops another $9 billion."
As the w1ified voices of those
in attendance shouted ·'NO
MORE CUTS," passing motorists honked in support of the rallying educators as they waved

signs promoting their cause.
Pam Baugher. uustee from
Bakersfield City, recalls on
her 40 yeai·s of expe1ience as a
Kem County educator as she addressed the crowd about the severity of educational funding for
California schools and 1he need
to be proactive.
"I've seen times when money's
been good and when money's
been bad but it's never been as
bad as it is for public education
today and it is my concern that
the legislators, particularly our
local ones, are refusing to give
us - as voters - the oppo1tunity
to decide whether we want to ex tend the taxes ai1d support public
education bett.er than what we're
doing right now;' Baugher said.

T hey should also alert Public
Safety if they witness any unusual activity, or call 911 if it is
an emergency.
According to l11e Bakersfield
Police Depaitment's Crime Statistics Unit, Honda Accords are
one of the most common vehicles to be stolen in Bakersfield.
Pick-ups of various models are
the second most common.
When asked about how Public
Safety is addressing tJ1is issue,
Counts said that they perform
"proactive patrols Lo keep down
thefts and break-ins." but noted
that "first and foremost is the
safety of staff. students, and oth-

ers on campus."
Amber Chiai1g, director of
mai·keting and public relations
for BC, said that statistics for
campus crime were recorded as
required by the Clery Act.
The list of crimes covered
by the recording aspects of the
Act includes car thefts, but it is
u nclear if this patticular crime
meets the standard required by
the reporting aspects of the Act.
Chiang noted that the wai·ning
about· car thefts on campus also
served to keep students from becoming "comfo1table and complacent'' about poten1ial crime
on campus.

DSPS: Working through budget cuts
Continued from Page 1
funds are being used to supplement the shortage,'' said Gomez.
ln addition to providing adaptive educational services, DSPS,
along with now resigned Student Government Association
Vice President Brian Rathfelder,
sought to bring supportive services Lo BC club meetings and
SGA-sanctioned events.
"SGA club events requiring
accommodations for students 10
participate in cannot be fi nancially suppo1ted through DSPS
categorical funds,'' said Gomez.
The American Sign Language interpreters required to
fulfill lhese requests will cost
the school $75 per hom, with a
two-hour minimum. If the event
exceeds two hom:s, 1hen a team
of two interpreters is required.
Prior to his resignation, Rathfelder spoke on the mechanics of
the request.
"Bringing the accommodations for SGA sai1ctioned events,

l've gouen with our acrwines
liaison and we're going to be
putting [a notification] on the
bottom of ow· advertisements,
regarding if people need accommodations for these events, who
to get in contact with, as well as
communicating that with the activities boa.rd, which ai·e all the
club representatives," said Rathfelder.
"The main focus is gettfog
those accommodations out to
those students in a timely fash ion. That is the ultimate goal regardless of the cost of it.'"
Students at-e encouraged by
Rathfelder to give a two-week
notice in advance of each event.
DSPS plai1s for upgrading, repai.ting and renovating handicap
accessibility are also unde1way.
Working with Maintenance and
Operations Manager Paula E.
Bray, DSPS is cu1Tently in the
process of upgrading and repairing the elevators, porch and stair
lifts around campus.

''There is something fundamentally mme1ving about the
ground you are standing on
shaking. You feel helpless because there is nowhere you can
escape to.''
While Sakami is concerned
for the safety of those in Japan,
some residents of the couriu·y affected are more optimistic.
Miyuki Tsukada, of Keio University in Kanagawa, contacted
tlu·ough Facebook, said, "I wasn't
hanned at all by the eatthquake
and neither were mai1y of the
people ai·ound me. We a.re more
into caring and helping the people who were actually harmed,
than we are fearful that at anytime another big earthquake can
hit Tokyo."
Tsukada also said tha1 the

concerns over radiation are not
having much of an impact on the
way day-to-day business occurs
in Japan.
"The radiation flowing in the
air so far doesn 't damage ow·
health, so we still go out and
hang out with our friends." said
Tsukada. "However. I do feel that
lliere used to be more people in
1he subways. Some people care
about being affected, which we
don't, and don't come outside.
"It's pretty sad that eve1yone
in the world now thinks that Japan is a dat1gerous countty that
no one really wants to visit. Because that is not u·ue, Tokyo is
totally fine. The ea1thquake hit
1he nonhern area of Japan, not
where the politics and economy
take its place."

Holding hands at BC
and across the valley

Campus car theft alert for students
By Keith Kaczmarek

Wednesday, April 13 2011

The elevator inside the Language Alls building has been
inoperable for the majority of
the 2011 spring semester and
Maintenat1ce and Operations has
been working to get it functioning again.
"We began having problems
eatiy last semester;- said Bray.
''On 1he first day of spring semester, it died and we could not
get it going again."
"There are a number of issues
andrightnow we are moving forward," said Bray. "We have just.
recently completed some work
on the fire alann system upgrade
that was requi.t·ed i.11 order to
b1ing the elevator up to code.
"One of the big problems that
occun-ed was that we were concerned about some asbestos that
they were going to need to go
through."
A specialized company was
con11-act.ed to deal with 1he material and the work has been
completed, and the elevator is

expected to be operational by the
end of April.
The elevators located in
Student Services and the MS
buildings ai·e also scheduled for
upgrades and repairs.
"There ai·e no problems right
now in either of those elevators,"
said Bray. ''They both function
just fine, but they do need to be
upgraded to meet. new code, and
because of rhis, we're trying to
finish the LA elevator, then we
will be moving forward with
Math Sciences and Student Services.''
The stair lifts located in and
a.round the Science and Engineering, Language Alts and Student
Services buildings are c1Urently
:inoperable and scheduled to be
removed.111elift inside the SAM
building is operable and will stay
during the building's renovation.
Infrared sensors and automated sliding doors, according
to Bray and the DSPS advisory
committee, will be installed.

In preparation for Hat1ds
Across California, the Bakersfield College Student Government Association held a rally to
inform students of the upcoming event on April 4.
Around 80 students joined
hands to demonstrate wha1 the
event will look like on April
17.
The event is attempting to
create a $ 100 million endowment for California Community Colleges. The chain will
form a lai·ge C due to ce1tain
schools choosing not to paiticipate in the hand holding.
Some schools not patticipating are still able to fond raise
for the cause. "There ai·e some
colleges, who unforrunately,
could not be directly on rhe
route so they're doing their own
local versions of Hands Across
California," said Jill Scofield,
director of public relations
at Foundation for California
Community Colleges.
Scofield also said that other
rallies. such as the one on BC's
campus, were held at other
community colleges 1hroughout the state.
According to Scofield, the
chain will cover 1,000 miles
and require "approximately"
one million people to complete.
"Even if they're not in the line
these local events happening at
colleges throughout those peo-

pie ai·e standing up for community colleges," said Scofield.
There are problems covering
1,000 miles, though, according
to Scofield. "Now we may see
ai·eas where it's difficult to connect people across the entire
landscape or connect at certain
points.
"It's not going to go across
any freeway or major thoroughfares. Jus1 because that's a safety hazard, we're avoiding 1hat
as much as possible follow ing
frontage roads or residential
streets so that the impact on
traffic will be insignificat1t and
so that the safety of those participating is key."
UPS will be helping with logistics, according to Scofield.
UPS will also place trucks at
locations around California
during 1he day of 1he even1 to
inform people of where to assemble.
Roger Sanchez, SGA liaison
to the deai1 ai1d Hands Across
California representative for
BC organized the rally.
Sanchez said SGA has been
asking businesses and chm·ches
ai·ound Bakersfield for suppon
to help complete their part of
the human chain.
SGA is also looking for 50
marshals to instrnct people during the hand-holding event.
" It will be a pretty tremendous outpotuing of support. In
fact we at1ticipate it will be the
Jai·gest fw1draiser in higher education history." said Scofield.

SGA: Five officers get replaced
Continued from Page 1
similar theme as it was read.
"To the members of the senate, it has come to unfortw1ate
ci.t-cumstances in my life where
I need to tender my 1-esignation
as yow· student body vice president," read the letter.
Rathfelder's went on to add
that, "I am extremely confident
in 1he remaining and incoming
leadership tha1 1here wit I be an
adequate turnover in SGA adminisu·ation."
Rathfelder's letter went
on to assure that he would be
available for advice outside of
SGA.
Xenos Lopez. who was a
senator, will reswne on the
council as 1he new vice president until the end of the spring
semester, and Denick Kenner
will assume the responsibiliries
of general counsel.
At the meeting,Activities Liaison Tawnta1misha Thompson
applauded the replacements for
the vacated positions.
"It is a great way for him to
leai11 the ropes and get in there,
foot fu-st,'' she said, referring
to Kenner. " Xenos Lopez is
a good senator. He is proven,
he is our new trustee for the

Kern County Communiry College DisU"ict, so I think it will
be a good opport.unity for him
also."
Hernandez, who elected in
eai·ly Mai·ch as the vice president for next school yeai·, will
not fill that position for the upcoming academic school year.
According to Thompson, a
new vice president will be appointed.
Lopez will resume the responsibilities of vice president
for the remainder of the spring
semester, and Kenner will hold
the office of general counsel
from now until next school
year.
According to Coleman, all
projects where the resigned
members were involved will
not be affected by the tw·nover.
''The Renegade Pant1y will
continue Lo provide services
to students. Last week's disu·ibution worked without· problems:' said Coleman. "MAPS
has three SGA leaders who colead the group."
Concerning SGA's ability to
function with five experienced
officials gone, Coleman said,
" Yes, the SGA will continue to
provide services to students."

BOOKSTORE: Changes in store
Continued from Page 1
The proposals include guaranteed paymen1 levels of between $600,000 and $540,000
per year to 1he Dist1·ict .''
According to sow·ces, Bill
Nonis, the former bookstore

manager, no longer has the position ai1d has been temporatily
replaced by Jennifer Cauglu·on
for six weeks. She will be assuming the responsibilities and
handling textbook orders for
the summer ai1d fall te1ms.

