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Tutoring Center must scale back due to budget
By America Garza
Reporter

The Bakersfield College Tutoring Center has reduced the
number of training workshops
for new tutors, citing budget constraints as the cause.
As a result, students will see a
slight decrease in the selection of
subjects available to be tutored
in, particularly in the math and
science areas.
The BC tutoring program employs over 100 peer tutors, as
well as several full and part-time
staff members.
Hilary Neumeister, professor
and tutor trainer, and Susan Pinza, professor of academic devel-

opment, are two of the program's
coordinators.
They explained the cuts made
to the program this semester.
"We had an administrative
change in the number of workshops that we were going to offer for new tutors, which, in fact,
we believe may have impacted
our ability to tutor across the curriculum," said Neumeister.
The center went from hosting
training workshops five days a
week in the spring to just two at
the beginning of the fall.
A third workshop was added
a few weeks ago in the hopes
of attracting more tutors and
expanding the scope of subjects
available for students to be tu-

tored in.
Pinza and Neumeister agree
that three workshops is the minimum amount needed for the
tutoring center to be of most benefit to students.
"When we were limited to
two days a week, we limited
the number of [tutors] that were
available and it turned out to be
somewhat subject related," said
Neumeister.
A fourth workshop is planned
for the spring semester, which
Neumeister says will help broaden the cross-section of subjects
available for students to be tutored in.
Despite the recent cuts, the tutors, coordinators, and professors

at the Tutoring Center remain
committed to helping students
succeed.
"We are very pleased and proud
of the program and how we have
made a difference for students on
campus;' said Neumeister.
The Tutoring Center is located
upstairs in the Student Services
building and offers free one-onone tutoring sessions for all students in all subjects, with a few
exceptions. Sessions are limited
to once a week per subject.
Students can contact the Tutoring Center at 395-4430 to
schedule a 45-minute session or
drop-in for a 15-minute session
on a first-come, first-served basis
for English and math.

GREGORY D. COOK / THE RIP

Students and tutors interact in the Tutoring Center located
in the Student Services building Sept. 15.

~te~nsCenteropens
its doors on BC campus
By Keith Kaczmarek
Reporter

Bakersfield College unveiled
its new Veterans Center in the
Campus Center on Sept. 27.
Speakers for the event included BC President Greg Chamberlain, Bakersfield Mayor Harvey
L. Hall, Student Government
Association president Tawntannisha Thompson, BC Veterans
Club president Bonnie Wilson,
and representatives of various local politicians such as California
State Assembly Member Shannon Grove, Congressmen Kevin
McCarthy, and Senator Jean
Fuller. Also speaking was Col.
David R. Shaw from the California National Guard.
After the speakers made short
speeches, attendees were invited
to tour the room and veterans
were invited to place a pin on a
map of the world to show where
in the world they served.
The room is bright and offers a
quiet place for veterans to come
and study, rest, take advantage
of the literature, and use the center's computer.
Made possible by a $20,000
allocation by the SGA and other
donations, this room in the Campus Center was renovated with
necessities like new paint and
furniture.
The room will be staffed by
volunteers who are there to help
veterans navigate the school system and act as a support center
for veteran issues, with employees from Financial Aid and other
counselors coming to the center
once a week for BC's veteran
community.

Right: As his buddies Sgt. Cordero and SSgt. Walter look on, SSgt.
Peralta, a Bakersfield College student and veteran, places pins in a map
to mark the places he has served while in the U .S. Army.
Many of the volunteers are
employees from other parts of
the campus and facility, and each
does a two-hour shift.
A small maintenance budget
has also been allocated, but the
center is still seeking out donations in the hopes of getting
dedicated on-campus mental
health services for veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder.
"More and more, people are
trying to help out those who are

serving. People are trying to lend
a hand," said Sgt. Nolberto Cordero, a veteran and current BC
student. "It takes time to get adjusted. Having this place really
helps a lot."
Jeremy Staat, a volunteer coach
at BC, retired NFL player, former Marine in Iraq, and founder
of the Jeremy Staat Foundation
for veteran issues, said, " BC
cares about veterans. They have
committed to help the transition
from combat to classroom."

"It's exciting;' said Chamberlain. "This has been long overdue and we're thrilled that the
community, campus, and students could pull together."
Deborah Johnson, president
of the California Veterans Assistance Foundation, also praised
the opening of the Veterans Center during the event.
"As a veteran myself, having
a specific center for veterans to
come to is important. They need
a place to talk and come togeth-

er and feel safe;' she said. "It's
important for veterans to know
their benefits and what's available to them."
J.R. Browning, a former member of the Veterans Club who is
now at CSUB, started the initial
push several years ago to get a
Veterans Center at BC when he
heard one vet's story.
"[He was] a student who had a
really bad day, he had to wait in
his car for someone to come talk
to him, and I thought that was re-

ally unacceptable," he said.
Tawntannisha
Thompson,
president of the SGA, said, "It's
something we've needed for a
long time. I wish we could have
given them a bigger space."
The Veterans Center is open
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. , Monday
to Thursday, and is located on
the southeast comer of the cafeteria, facing the Free Speech
Area, across from the Assessment Center, next to the SGA
Game Room.

Poet performs her art in Levan Center
By Amber T. Troupe
Production Editor
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Jayne Cortez recites her poetry at the N orman Levan
Center on Sept. 29.

Jayne Cortez speaks in
straightforward, yet metaphorical, terms and phrases to express
herself through her poetry.
"I was later listening to an older piece I had done that I didn't
really like as much at the time
it was done, and I said, ' Damn!
That's a m asterpiece,"' Cortez
told an audience at Bakersfield
College.
Cortez is an acclaimed poet,
versatile writer, speaker and perform er of her own poetry, who
grew up in the Los Angeles area.
She spoke at BC three different

times Sept. 29 and mentioned
that it was her first time visiting
the area.
She read some of her poem s,
such as "Global Inequalities,"
and "Conversations with Langston," and even transformed things
like food and gave them life with
her words.
"Okra, it has sex with itself,"
Cortez read.
There were poems titled "Carrot" and "Cheese," with all taking a humanistic tone.
There were aspiring writers
and musicians there as well as
students coming for a class.
Nat Dove, a blues musician,
historian, educator and a long-

time friend of Cortez, played a
major part in bringing Cortez to
Bakersfield.
"I had heard about her coming to a nearby California area
and decided to put this reading
together and invited her to come
speak," Dove said.
The event was presented by
the Norman Levan Center for the
Humanities.
Som eone in the audience
asked Cortez what inspired her
for the poem about New York, so
Cortez talked about how she was
in New York at the time of 9/11
and recalled her experience.
"I was in the gym on 23rd
Street and 7th avenue, and I left

to go home and I had to walk because all the taxis and subways
were down. I remember all the
people running toward me and
I was the only one going in the
opposite direction. I had to get
home in lower Manhattan, which
is the very street that all the am bulances and fire trucks had to
go down to get the people out.
You could here the sound of sirens for weeks after that; ' Cortez
explained.
This poem was titled "I am
New York Too;' a sequel to her
first poem written about New
York in 1970 named "I am New
York," which she performed too.
Plea se see Cortez, Page 4
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'Faust' brings storybook feel
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Icy brews at Oktoberfest

By Chrystal Fortt
Features Editor

Walking into The Empty
Space for Bakersfield College's
first production of ·'Faust" is Like
walking into an old scaiy storybook.
Goethes 's "Faust" is an old
German legend d1at has many
different versions of me play.
This particulai· play is scaty
but humorous, and it sends many
messages of morality, religion,
and mythology.
The play was focused on Dr.
Johann Georg Faust, who was
a troubled scholar mat was unsatisfied with au his knowledge
and wanted more happiness and
worldly pleasures.
Faust was so troubled that he
wanted to kill himself with poison, but he has some sort of spiritual connection that stops him in
the moment of killing himself.
Mephistopheles is a character that was represented as t:he
devil.
Mephistopheles becomes one
of the main characters as he
makes a deal with Faust to give
him happiness.
The deal was Mephistopheles
would give Faust happiness if
Faust gave his soul to the devil
and in return. Mephistopheles
would be Faust's slave.
Faust was debating whether to Above: Members of the
take the deal or not, but he ult.i- cast of "Faust" pose
mately sells his soul to the devil before their openingbecause he minks he can achieve night performance at The
Empty Space on Sept. 29.
happiness through the devil
"Wl1en Mephistopheles comes
in and proposes to be [Faust's) Right: Actress Julia
servant," he said.
Stansbury applies her
"[Faust] goes for it in the hopes stage makeup before a
that he would actually gain more performance of "Faust" at
from his life," said Kevin Ganger The Empty Space on Sept.
who played Faust and is one of 29.
the directors.
"The really ironic thing is, PHOTOS BY GREGORY D. COOK
even with the devil's help the /THE RIP
devil always kind of semi gives
him what he wants. but it also
ends up failing in the end. He
is a ve1y tragic character in that
Goethe's Faust has
way," he said.
free admission for BC
Mephistopheles was able to
students
and will be
give Faust happiness through the
playing
at
8 p.m. on
lust of a beautiful, innocent, poor
Oct.
5,
6,
7,
and 8 at
maid named Gretchen.
·'[Gretchen] is a young womThe Empty Space.
an who is expected to be perfect
based on her society and she
struggles with temptations just had come together, they went
like all of us," said Jessica Boles through many tragedies.
who played Gretchen.
Despite all the tragedy
Mephistopheles goes through tlu-oughout the show, there were
a great deal of trouble to tempt many humorous paits especialGretchen with worldly posses- ly because of t11e wittiness and
sions and happiness so it would charm Mephistopheles has.
be easier for Faust and Gretchen
The beginning of the show
to lust for each other.
was humorous and it seemed the
Once Faust and Gretchen story would end humorously.
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Heath WilUams, a volunteer at Oktoberfest, pours two
cups of beer at a time next to a cutout of a blonde in a
modern take on traditional German clothing. Oktoberlest
is an annual event in Bakersfield at Stramler Park.

Native Americans get
new representation on
BC campus with club

part of histo1y.''
April Martinez, another member of NACAC, also feels that
When Matthew GatTett, a his- there is a sharing of ideas.
tory professor at Bakersfield
She said, "We learn off of each
College, staited teaching at BC, oilier. from different perspeche found it a "strange omission" tives."
that there was not a Native Amer"Our president teaches me a
ican Culturn1 Awai·eness Club at lot about the Lakota traditions
BC, so he started one.
and culture and I being Apache, I
Gan-ett describes the cJu bas "a teach him tirings diat he was not
social group, an advocate group. aware of,'' she said.
It can help create awareness for
"We're all just learning off of
people tl1at don't know anything each other. It all an exchange of
about Indians.''
infotmation and traditions."
The club was sta1ted i.11 the
Before every NACAC meetspring of 2011 by Richard ing, the members participate in
Langdeaux Jr., a Lakota Native smudging a Natjve American
American and the president of tradition.
But as the sto1y developed, spiritual characters were shown
NACAC.
Langdeaux describes smudgthere was a strong change in the in the play.
Despite being a new club, ing as a "cleansing".
mood with a lot of tragedy, es"I chose to have the spi.tiLangdeaux believes that the club
He said. "[smudging is] the
pecially in pait two of the play tual characters in the style of
has already accompli~hed its purification of some of our herbs,
where it became serious and Geiman expressionism, which
goal of sharing cultures.
sage is the most common.
sinister.
is that really tense, expressive
He said, "People are get.ting
"There are other plants that we
The uniqueness of the play is faces and bodies and contortthe idea of the general education use. It's meant to cleanse the air
not only in the wide variety of ing themselves in very strange
about where each person comes of negative energy, of negative
moods it goes through, but tlie ways,'' said Cody Ganger, one
from, and how each of us are a feelings. People often notice.
uniqueness was also in how me of the directors of the play.
they smell the sage."
It. is important to Langdeaux
for the meetings to have a Positive atmosphere.
He said, "We do not want to
have negative tensions before tl1e
meeting. We do things kind of
freely."
Eve1yone has a consensus when we agree on somedling. We really don 't like the
idea of someone getting voted
out
When it comes to voting, at
least. 80 percent have to agree
if the other 20 percent doesn't
agree we can work something
out."
Last spri.t1g, the club participated in the on campus Powwow.
Langdeaux describes t·he Powwow as an imp011ant pait of the
club.
He said, "[it is] a learning experience of how today's natives
can operate in society, to keep
both worlds, going to school,
at the Fresno main campus
at the Bakersfield Center
workjng a job, and keeping spirituality."
SCHEDULE A VISIT
• More than
• Evening classes,
PROGRAMS OFFERED
Both Garrett and Langdeaux
60 areas of study
one night a week
Business Administration:
Make an appointment to visit us,
describe awareness as an imporManagement Emphasis
tant goal of the club.
• 14-18 month
• World-class
where you can tour the campus,
Gan·ett said, ., [our goals are)
Business Administration:
programs
professors
meet with your admissions
awareness for students in the
Organizational Leadership Emphasis
club, and awareness for students
counselor, get your transcripts
• Financial aid
• Get the classes you
Christian Ministry and Leadership
outside of the club," he said.
need to graduate on time evaluated and have all your
available
"So we'll do activities so we
Criminology & Restorative Justice Studies
questions answered. Sign up at
• Active campus life
can leai11 about Native Ameri• Affordable,
Early Childhood Development
quality
can culture and history, and also
experie
ncefpu.com/visit-us
• Financial aid available
Liberal Arts
bring that knowledge to students
education
on
campus though activities."
RN to BSN*
• Affordable, quality
The group plans to visit museums and orher places to learn
about. Native American culture.
: ===~e~d: u:c~a:ti:o~n~=c=c=c=c=cc=:c=:~c=:c=c=c=c==='=='=='==''=='=='=='=='==""""""='='='="="="'=='==aeaaeae,ee=e
The NACAC is planning several events, although none now
have a date. They plan on holding events for Columbus Day,
and
Native Ame1ican Awareness
Main Fresno Campu s 559-453·20 39
month,
which is this November.
Bakersfie ld Center 661-617·4500
They also have events like a
Visalia Ce n ter* 559·30 2-4100
UNIVERSITY
fiy bread sale planned.
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By Martin Chang
Online editor
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Column

Challenger
for Moss's
throne
approaches
What are you wearing? I The
Rip's Features Editor talks about
what's hot and what's not.

The '90s were known for the
grunge-style "heroin chic" and
we have Kate Moss to thank for
that.
Moss became a new fashion
m o d e l /icon - - - - - - - .
somewhere in
between walking in John
Galliano's first
fashion show
in Paris and becoming the new
face of Calvin Chrystal Fortt
Klein adve11isements.
At the dawn of her career, she
wasn't just another supermodel
on the 1ise.
A curvaceous bombshell like
Cindy Crawford was the definition of supermodel until Moss
came along; she was only 5 feet
7 inches with her boy-like figure.
She has grown a spectacular
career over the years, but it might
be coming to an end.
I think she might be gradually
and quietly leaving her career
behind.
I've noriced she hasn't been
ta.king on many fashion campaigns lately.
It's not because she's 37 years
old. We a1l know she still has the
looks to keep going.
But maybe it's because she's
been planning a wedding, getting manied, and wants to have
a family life.
However, we'll still see Moss
around here and there, but the
question is: who is the new Kate
Moss now?
Do we even have a Kate Moss
that marks our time of fashion?
I'm thinking the answer is "no,
not quite yet.."
Although, I have a few models in mind that have promising
careers.
I naturally want to say Freja
Beha. Eiichsen will have a modeling career like Moss because
she is my favorite model right
now.
She even has the same boyish
figure and the grunge style as
Moss did when she first stailed.
Erichsen can be dramatically
versatile.
One moment she can look
like a badass in the Jill Stuait
2011/12 campaign aI1d one moment she can look like a sweet
stay-at-home mom like in the
Harry Winston 2010 advertising
campaign.
The problem with Erichsen is
that she hasn't stan ed her own
signature look.
Also, unlike Moss, no matter
what persona Erichsen takes on,
you can still tell it's her.
I just don't think Erichsen
can pull off the fashion icon like
Moss because she can't look
drastica.l1 y different like Moss.
Kaitie Kloss on the other hand
is just as versatile as Freja Erichsen and can look completely different like Moss.
She is very much different than
Moss as far as looks and style.
Kloss is known for her green
eyes, classic look, and her tall
height at six feet.
Kloss has been all over the
magazines, paiticuJ31·ly in Vogue
magazine.
I think Kloss has a more promising c31·eer than Erichsen.
Erichsen is 23 years old and
she staited her career 31·ound age
17.
Kloss is only 19 yeaI-s old and
staI·ted at the age of 13 yea.rs
old.
Kloss is much younger, taller
and sta.ited e31·lier in her ca.i·eer.
I think Kloss has the capability
to make he1-self a huge naine in
fashion history.
However, ifKloss doesn't soon
make a significant style for herself like Moss has done, then she
will never be iconic like Moss.
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BC touchdowns bring the thunder
By Monica Bolger
Reporter

There's nothing more enjoyable on a Saturday night
than expe1iencing the piercing
shout of a cannon echoing off
the concrete walls of Memo1ial Stadium at a Bakersfield
College football game.
At least to Bake1-sfield cannon captain John Medvigy,
there isn' t.
"Me and the crew are here
for every home game with
this cannon," said Medvigy,
"and I refuse to be anywhere
else."
Medvigy's admiration for
the steel, gunpowder-belching cannon, reflects his expe1ience with explosives, guns,
nd ammunition that he was
subjected to when he used to
be a member of the Navy.
"Oh, the smells, sound, and
the feel are what I've always
liked," said Medvigy with
dire antkipation as he proceeded fo1ward in ale11ing
pedes11ians to steer cle31· from
the hazardous device.
Before graduating from
Bakersfield College and being shipped off to the Navy,
Medvigy was on the team his
freshman year.
Since then returned to his
appropriate place behind the
cannon and next to the football field, where he can now
be seen operating it at every
home game along with his
voluntee1-s.
"Once you hea.i·, ' fire in the
hole,' I suggest you be in a
spot outside the aitillery zone,
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Bakersfield College president Greg Chamberlain fires the BC victory cannon in Memorial Stadium on Sept. 24.
because after I drop my hammer
on this meta.I piece, it's about a
quarter of a second before disaster could sllike," said Medvigy.
"And I don't ever like wasting
a bullet."
Medvigy's first round in11·0duced the home team and each
one that followed signified a
point made by one of its players.
Gunpowder-filled
shotgun
shells and WD-40 were the components that demonsmited a successful "blast off."
"Usually the opposing team

seems to take offense t.o the cannon, since it's somewhat staI·tJing, but the only ones who are
probably most affected 31·e the
kit foxes burrowed in those holes
to the back of us," said Medvigy.
Never used as a weapon, the
BC cannon was made by the late
professor Thomas Yale.
He originally created the device for the use of w31· re-enactment purposes and allowed it to
be kept by the Veterans Club.
It was later donated for use at
Renegade football games.

"He used to fire beer cans
out of it when he was home and
away from civilizatfon," said an
a.mused and reminiscent Medvigy.
Supported by other members
of the Cannon Crew, it was appaI·ent that Medvigy's job was
not a one-man show only.
Alongside the captain were
the Agriculture Department
members Sally St.ems and Lindsey Ono, and also agriculture
student Tim Chernabaeff, who
stood alongside him with their

earplugs and smiles as Medvigy
hammered a.way at the victory
cannon.
"When the cannon is not on
the field, it's kept at Tlu·ee Way
Chevrolet in storage," said Medvigy.
"They kindly donated us the
plate that props up the cannon."
The cannon will continue to
take its place alongside the field
at home games and will sing its
victory tune in a boisterous cloud
of acrid smoke, gunpowder and
lead.

Community bands together against ALS
By Jon Nelson
Reporter

The P31·k at River Walk had
its paths full Oct. 1 as hundreds
of people walked to raise money
for the ALS Association.
"You're making cuuing edge
rese31·ch happen," said Fred
Fisher, president of t.he Golden
West chapter of the ALS Association, as he addressed the crowd
at the opening ceremony.
ALS, or a.myotrophic lateral
sclerosis, is commonly known
as Lou Gehlig's Disease. It's a
neurodegenerative disease that
attacks nerve cells in the brain
and spinal cord causing paI·alysis and, ultimately, death.
It is estimated that ALS affects one in eve1y 100,000 people. California a.Ione is home
to over 20,000 people with the
disease.
The walk and the local branch
of the ALS Association were
sta.ited eight yeaI·s ago by Michael Gagner and his wife Stacy
Inman. Gagner was diagnosed
with ALS in 1999 and became
frustrated having to drive to the
Los Angeles area for support.
"We were wondering why
there were no local services,"
said Gagner. "It's very important to have services locally."
The couple organize the walk
every yea.i· and 31·e actively involved in patient advocacy de-

spite the fact that Michael is
now paralyzed and confined to
a motorized wheelchair.
The first ALS walk was held
in 2004 and the group begaI1 offe1ing assistance to patients in
Kem County sho11Jy after.
The event averages between
400 and 500 participants. Walkers organize into teams and often walk in memory of a loved
one.
"She was gone in three ye31·s.
It robbed her of her voice fu-st,
which is why we call it Lisa's
Voice," said Elly Queen about

THERIP.COM
Visit TheRip.com for these online-only stories:
More coverage
on Bakersfield
College's football
team that is now
3-2 going into
conference play,
including an
online-only story
on the game
against Citrus.
The third installment of the
Renegade Rip
podcast.

: Halloween fes• tivities going on
• around the city of
Bakersfield.

her sister Lisa, who died from
the disease. Elly's team raised
almost $2,000 this yea.i·.
Team names ranged from se1ious like Michael's Miracles
to humorous like Neil's Diamonds.
Funds raised go to help local
ALS patients get equipment,
fund suppoll grou' ps and get
families assistance with paperwork.
Medical equipment is a major
concern conside1ing the average
estimated cost of having Lou
Gehlig's Disease is $20,000 an-
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Left: Volunteers at Walk to Defeat ALS hold their signs
while finishing the walk on Oct. 1.
Above: Teams wait to begin the Walk to Defeat ALS.
nually.
"We rent out everything from
eating utensils to breathing machines," said Gagner.
Despite recent medical breakthroughs involving stem cell
therapy and local successes,
there is still more t.o be done.

"We're not doing enough in
the 31·ea of patient caI·e," said
Fisher.
There are also other areas that
need improvement.
"Part of it is education," said
Chuck Dobie, who participates
in the walk every year.

Website Production Position
Part-Time, Flexible Hours
Growing web production company looking for
hard-working, smart self-starter to ioin our team.

Required Skills: Extensive web knowledge and good
creative writing skills mandatory; basic knowledge of
html required. Marketing, Photoshop, Flash, and CSS
experience a plus. Must have own computer. Pay starts at
$10.00/hour.
Please either provide a URL to your online resume or send
resume as an attachment (PDF format only) to
webworkerresume@gmail.com. Include URL to
online portfolio, if applicable. Please state maior in the
body of the email.
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Residents respond to the
High-Speed Rail Authority
By Cassandra McGowan
Reporter
Bakersfield to San Francisco
in about two hours seems like a
good thing, but many Bakersfield
residents would beg to differ.
Many residents attended a
public hearing on Sept. 22 at
Beale Library to respond to the
Environmental Impact Repo1t
the California High-Speed Rail
Authority submitted to the public.
Randy Martin, manager of
Lazy H mobile home park on
Jewetta Avenue just south of
Rosedale Highway, said that
anywhere from 11 to 22 units
would have to be relocated in
order to suit the part of the highspeed rail that would mn behind
Lazy H.
Martin said a lot of the tenants
of the park are older folks who
have lived there for many years
and have made the park their
home.
Dick Martinoff is part-owner
of the Lazy H mobile home park.
He read a letter from other residents who are in opposition to
the rugh-speed train's path. The
letter was a plea from residents
asking that the California HighSpeed Rail Authority, "consider
our prope1ty and the impact that
could be avoided."
There were also members of
the Korean Presbyterian Church,
located off of Calloway Drive
and Slikker Drive, who asked
the Authority to reconsider the
placement of the track in order to
save their church.
"We are praying;' said one
member.
Bakersfield College's archive
director, Jerry Ludeke, said she
has "mixed feelings" about the
high-speed train.
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Above: Jerry Ludeke, director of the Bakersfield College Archives, addresses the board
of directors of the California High-Speed Rail Authority during a hearing at the Beale
Memorial Library on Sept. 22.
Right: Students from Bakersfield High School demonstrate in front of the Beale
Memorial Library as board members from the California High-Speed Rail Authority hear
public commentary inside Sept. 22.
"That is a part of BC's history
too, Bakersfield College's history, I would like to see that campus [Bakersfield High School]
maintained as it is. I don't want
to see it taking part of BHS campus and buildings," said Ludeke.
BHS has been in the same
location since 1895 and Bakersfield College was actually part of
the BHS campus for 43 years.
Many students from Bakersfield High School were on hand
to offer their opinion on the possible destruction of two historical buildings on their campus,
the Industrial Arts building and
the Harvey Auditorium.
The students spoke of the

News Briefs
Mock Disaster
Bakersfield College will be staging a mock disaster Oct. 20 in
order to test the emergency evacuation plan. At 10:20 a.m. the
Bakersfield and Delano campuses will activate an alarm signaling
for everyone to follow the procedures for an earthquake drill.
Students, staff and administrators will duck and cover under
desks and hold in position until notified. Everyone will then be
led out from the buildings and communication will commence
using a system of runners.
Ihe..entir.e.ex.ercise-wilLb.e.guided .and.staff_v.ti.11 be given scripts
to follow.
This will be the full procedure to follow in case of a natural disaster, and the local fire department will be on hand to participate.
Administration is asking students to please keep their belongings
with them at all times.

Health Services
The Kern County Public Health Services Department is holding
a Smoke-Free Outdoor Areas Workshop on Oct. 19 from 10 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. at 1800 Mt. Vernon, first floor. Lunch will be provided. Call 862-8740 to RSVP.

Salzma
Mark Salzma, author of Cerro, will be at BC giving three presentations in the Fireside Room on Oct. 11. The presentation is titled
Fall Down Seven Times, Get Up Eight: Chapters of the Writing
Life and will be at 10 a.m., 2:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Kern Veterens
The Kern Veterans Stand Down & Resource Day will be held Oct.
13, at Stramler Park from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Information about services will be provided and Stand Down Veterans Court will be
available to pre-registered veterans for traffic and misdemeanors.
For more information, call 868-7313.

Moon
The International Observe the Moon Festival will be celebrated
on Oct. 8 at the Beale Library. At 10 a.m. there will be Family
Storytime in the Children's Room, at 2p.m. there will be a hands
on science activity in the Children's Room, and at 4:30 there will
be a Moon-oculars activity on the east side of the Library next to
the canal.

Correction
In the Sept. 21 issue of the Renegade Rip, in a story about the Bakersfield College Alumni Association's annual barbecue, the first
paragraph incorrectly stated that BC raises money for athletic
scholarships. BC president Greg Chamberlain said the barbecue
raises money for student scholarships and support for athletics.

years of tradition that BHS holds,
generations of fami ly who have
all attended the school and the
younger generations that look
forward to attending the school.
"When you take two buildings
away, you're taking away a part
of the school," said Austin Lindsay.
There were BHS students
standing on all four comers of
Truxtun Avenue and Q Street
with large signs saying: "Save
BHS" and "Honk if you want to
save BHS."
Ken Hooper is a teacher at
BHS as well as the president of
the Bakersfield Historical Society. He came to the public hear-

CORTEZ: Poet
recites her
work for BC
Continued from Page 1

Toward the end of her performance, Cortez played a musical
piece she had written. It consisted of her poetic words and a
group she had organized called
The Spirefitters. It was named
"Point of Depa1ture," an ode to
Nicolas Guillen, the Hispanic
poet and social protester for the
Afro-Cuban Movement of the
1920s and '30s.
Cortez was a figure herself in
the civil rights movement during
the 1960s. She was in Mississippi in 1963, and when she had finished, went back to Los Angeles,
and talked about what had been
going on in the South during the
movement.
People from all walks of life
were there and most were pleasantly surprised with what they
saw and heard.
Roberto Ibarra, 22, biology
major, thought it was an interesting event.
"It's my first time hearing
about her, and I am completely
taken by it. 1 thought it would
just be some boring speech and
music, but it turned out to be a
very interesting event," Ibarra
said. "I really Uke the one about
the women and trees, and how it
shows how women are like trees
in the sense that without them,
we wouldn't exist."
Ibarra described the musical
piece as "very fluent and almost
like a fencing match, where you
can picture you and your opponent's next moves clearly in your
head."
Cortez talked about how poet1y in church and Langston
Hughes were her first inspirations, but she had always provided her own encouragement. She
advised the audience, "you have
to be determined for yourself and
have confidence in yourself."
Cortez takes her work very seriously and would love to come
back to Bakersfield during Black
History month and collaborate
with different groups in honor of
the celebration.
She leaves the crowd with one
last saying to remember, "Find
your own voice. Use it. Use your
own voice and find it."

ing to speak his mind.
"For 118 years, we've been
educating students. The business
of education has been good for
us so far.
'The history of Bakersfield
High School is not simply the
history of the buildings, but the
students entering those buildings to become the leaders of our
community, state, nation and the
world," said Hooper.
He also said he believes that
Bakersfield High School should
be a part of the historical directory of Kern County.
Aside from BHS students and
teachers, there were also business
and landowners at the hearing to

discuss their thoughts of the possibility of their business or land
being affected by the high-speed
train.
Jeff Taylor was one of these
businessmen and said he had
only found out about his properties being affected two weeks
before the hearing.
"It's going to economically
devastate me," said Taylor.
Many Bakersfield residents
came to the public hearing to
express their concerns about the
route, the buildings and homes
that would be affected, and the
financial issues the Authority

may face in the future.
California
voters
passed
Proposition lA in 2008 which
earmarked $9.95 billion for
high-speed rail production. California also gained $616 million
of Florida's shunned high-speed
rail money.
Still, this money does not begin to cover the $50 billion more
California needs to complete this
operation.
The Authority estimates that
groundbreaking for the rughspeed rail will be in 2012 and the
high-speed rail should be completely operational by 2020.
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Clubs get to strut their stuff for Club Week
By Chrystal Fortt
Features Editor

Club week promotes students
getting involved on campus and
signing up for clubs.
Each club hopes to gain new
members and promote their
goals for the year.
The Theater Club has many
reasons for being a part of club
week.
Besides wanting to get out the
word about their club, they want
to promote the annual "Safe
Halloween" at the Kem County
Museum and also their upcoming show "Faust."
As a club, they sometimes
have church bake sales and they
perform for the elderly.
Tyler Steelman is the vice
president of the club; he explained the goals of the club for
the year.
"Our goal is to save up money
throughout the year and by next
semester do our own show in
some place like Empty Space,"
he said.
To be a part of the Theater
Club, you need to be a Bakersfield College student and attend
the club meetings.
There are other clubs like
the African American Student
Union, Native American Cultural Awareness Club (NACAC)
and the Gay Straight Association
(GSA) that also have the same
requirements to be a member.

The AASU isn't only for African American students but for
any race of students.
"It's not just about African
American students; we truly are
seeking to have a diverse core
of members," said Fitzgerald
Graves Sr., the vice president of
AASU.
Like AASU, the NACAC club
is open to any student interested
in learning about the culture.
They had many things on display at their stand that represents
their club.
There was white sage on
display to symbolize that they
"smudge" members at the beginning of their meetings.
NACAC also had jewelry on
display that Native Americans
wear during dancing.
The club holds dancing lessons available at Jastro Park every Monday night at 6 p.m.
The NACAC aren't the only
ones that have neat programs for
their members.
The GSA is a club that promotes a safe and equal environment on campus for members
who support gay students.
They like to promote a program the Student Government
Association puts on for the members called the Safe Space.
Safe Space is a program where
students who support the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
or Questioning (LGBTQ) community.

NATHA WILSON /THE RIP

From left: Leah Rosales talks to Ashley Lostaunau and Samonta Sang about the Native American Cultural Awareness
Club during Club Week in the Free Speech Area on Sept. 28.
It doesn't matter what the person's sexual orientation is. All
students are welcome to join the

club and Safe Space.
There were other clubs on
campus that had stands to pro-

mote their club like Intervarsity
Club, Math Club, Hispanic Organization Promoting Engineering

& Science (HOPES), Pre-Med
Club, and Mentoring And Peer
Services (MAPS).

Facebook doesn't need changes Career Day will showcase
By Patricia Rocha
Reporter

Usually a place where friends and
family go to keep in touch, Facebook
was a topic of controversy when it unveiled its changes to the site to it's millions of users in late September.
Bakersfield College students had
many opinions on these new changes
made to the social networking s ite.
The main disruption with students
was how abrupt the changes occurred.
" I don't like that they changed it all at
once, not little by little," said criminal
justice major Socorro Gomez.
Business major Scott Lipscomb, 20,
who uses the site for mostly networking
purposes, agreed.
"l would have liked it better if it had
been more gradual," said Lipscomb.
"Give me some time to get used to it."
Students who spend a lot of time on
the site had the most to say about their
distaste for the updates, which included
a timeline feature that allows users to
see what they're friends are doing online in real-time, a top story feature that
is placed at the top of the Newsfeed,
and larger wall post pictures.
"I got kind of mad. It was like they
were trying to be MySpace," said Gerber Lopez, 18.
"I hate [the changes]. It's just so
much harder to get to things," said Julian Jauregui, 19. "It's too complicated," he said.

Valeria Ramirez, psychology major said, "Why change something that
doesn't need fixing?"
Many users agreed and tried to find
a way out of the updates, even c hanging their account's language to make
it go back to normal, but it was only a
temporary fix, as the changes proved
permanent for every language over the
course of a few days.
"People were saying to change the
language to English UK, that it would
make it normal, but I think we might
as well get used to it," said 18-year-old
Ryan Steiber.
Some students embraced the changes
and are already used to them.
"l don't even remember what the last
one looked like," said political science
major Lawrence Olson.
"T like how it is now," said Judith
Quinonez, 20.
Criminal Justice major Brandon Hernandez proposed that the people who
run Facebook should ask their users
how they feel about the changes before
they make them.
"Simplicity is key," said Hernandez.
"You should be keeping the people
happy."
Students agreed that if they were in
charge of Facebook, there would be
many things they would change about
the site.
"I don't like how you get notified of
pokes," said psychology major Carolyn
Gonzalez. "That's what I use the most,

then I get a million notifications thinking they're comments or something, but
they're just pokes."
"I would get rid of that timeline
thing," said Gayle Gooden, J9.
" I want one of those dislike buttons,"
said criminal justice major Socorro
Gomez.
"Say I comment on my cousin's picture. When her friends comment on
it after me, I get a notification," said
Savannah Alonso, 19. "I'm not even
friends with those people. That's annoying."
Some students wished features of
Myspace, like profile customization
and music, would be incorporated into
Facebook changes.
"I would like to decorate my own
page. it's too white and boring," said
Aaron Acosta, 17.
However, students who spent less
time on the site said they didn't really
notice too much.
"Everything changes," said Apri l
Forker, 18.
"I don't really care," said computer
science major David Franco. "They're
small changes."
"l was a little put off," music major
Lauren Schultz said when she first saw
them, but has other issues with the site
besides unwanted updates.
"I hate how people spend so much
time on Facebook, and not in the real
world," said Schultz. "I just want a
place where I can talk to my friends."

plenty of jobs for students
By Esteban Ramirez
Reporter

There will be over 30 employers
coming for Career Day from many different companies, stores, restaurants
and universities. Career Day will be
Oct. 6 from 9 a.m. to l p.m. at the Bakersfield College Campus Center.
Career Day is run by the Job Placement Center at BC and gives a chance
for students to connect with employers.
They provide oppo1tunities for students
who are looking for a job during college, or for those who are looking for a
career after college.
The employers will be there for
students to meet them and to answer
questions about the job and to see what
careers they are interested in.
Antonio Alfaro, who is on the Job
Placement staff, gave more information
about career day.
"Career Day is a job fair and there
will be one more in the spring," he said.
"This isn't only a way for students to
get jobs, but it's also a good way to
hone your interview and communication.
"Most people get nervous during job
interviews, so it's a good way to practice those skills.
"Most students go there without
knowing what they want as a career

and end up finding something that they
change to their major."
"Students should bring their resume,
a pen and a notebook, but they need to
talk to employers and get their card, not
just eat the food," he said.
"Students should ask how to apply
and make sure to get the employers'
name.
Students should also ask the employers what classes to take that can
help you meet their industry's requirements."
Denise Crawford, who is a Work
Ability III coordinator, also talked
about Career Day.
"Students who are going should dress
appropriate like for a job interview and
[the students] who are dressed appropriate for it will have better chance to
get the jobs," said Crawford.
"We are going to have over 30 employers from universities, stores, fastfood restaurants and other companies.
For example, Panda Express hired 12
people last year."
Some of the companies, restaurants
and stores that will be there are Big 5
Sporting Goods, Panda Express, Pizza
Hut, State Farm Insurance and InShape Health clubs.
There will also be employers for
Fresno Pacific University and KBAKTV.

SGA wants to whip BC into shape
By Keith Kaczmarek
Reporter

The Student Government Association has been implementing
their Be Fit program, a campus-wide initiative to promote
healthy eating, exercise, and a
healthy lifestyle. T hey have allocated $8,000 to the initiative.
Among the many activities the
past two weeks, they have had a
table promoting fruit and vegetable juicing and a healthy vegetable cooking demonstration.
The fruit display was run by
Nick Acosta of the Renegade
Pantry and student worker Jennifer Wood, and included the
Lunch in a Glass made up of
celery, carrot, tomato, and lemon
juice and the Jack's Fruity Four,
a combination of orange, lime,
pineapple, and strawberry juice.
Recipes were available and free
samples were handed out in the
campus center.
The vegetable cooking display
included a free sample and a recipe for Almond Green Beans, a
quick and healthy, hot dish.
Tamara Tomaschow, the Be Fit
coordinator and person running
the display, said, "the idea is to
show students and staff how easy

it is to live a healthy lifestyle. It
doesn't take a lot of time."
"We are here for the long haul,"
she said, mentioning the other
activities the Be Fit program is
planning or has underway.
There is also a schedule of
walks for every class day with
one mile, three-quarter mile, and
half mile routes, starting at the
gym.
Students who sign up get pedometers and sign a contract.
They will then be entered into a
raffle for prizes after completing
a benchmark number of walks.
The Renegade Riders will be a
program of bike rides every second and fourth Saturday, starting
on Oct. 8 at 7 a.m., and participating students will be eligible
for raffle prizes related to biking.
There will be beginne rs and
advanced groups for the rides,
and the SGA is looking for more
faculty members to lead rides.
The Fireside Room has also
been hosting Pilates twice a
week, and going into October
the activity will be changed to
Zumba, a style of exercise that
combines Latin and International
music with exercise.
A Life Choices forum will

be held on Oct. 4 that ties in the
New York Times bestselling book
"The Other Wes Moore" by Wes
Moore with local ex-convicts
and other reformed people.
They will tie in their experiences with lessons from the
book and highlight how single
decisions can affect the course of
you r life. The event was created
in cooperation with Sgt. Mary
Degeare of the Bakersfield Police Department.
Tawntannisha
Thompson,
SGA president, said about the
event, "I want all the students
and faculty to be healthy (mind,
body, and spirit)."
Also on the schedule for the
next few weeks are visits by a
nutritionist, PS3 exercise games
to be played on campus, depression testing, Weight Watchers,
and various other events wi ll be
announced as they are scheduled.
PS3 gaming will happen in the
Fireside Room every Monday at
2:30 p.m. and every Wednesday
at 4 p.m. It will be held for an
hour each time.
For information about upcoming events, check the Campus
Center boards for posted schedules.

Licensed
Vocational Nursing
SJVC's Licensed Vocational Nursing program
prepares you with the knowledge and skills to
provide nursing care to patients under the
direction of physicians and registered nurses.

HANDS-ON TRAINING
•
•
•
,
•
•

Nursing fundamentals
Health care ethics
Clinical pharmacology
Maternity & pediatric nursing
Medical & Surgical nursing
Mental & Community Health nursing
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A PRIVATE JUNIOR COLLEGE

Visalia Campus· 8400 W. Mineral King
Visit consumerinfo.sjvc.edu for important information on program outcomes.

