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Smoking takes
center stage

Issues

of the
past

By Zak S. Cowan

Editor in Ch1ef

A poll to help decide the fate of
on-campus smoking will be takLng place in the coming weeks,
and the Student Government Association is working to get the
word out to achieve maximum
pa:rti.cipation.
The polling,
which will include students,
faculty and admini strators,
was planned for
the first week
Derrick Kenner
of school, but
because of contractual issues between SGA and
their online voting host, Votenet,
the poll will happen at a]ater, unknown dale.
"We 're in the process of renewing the contract, and once
that contract is renewed then
we'll be able to move forward
with the vote," said DeITick Kenner, SGA's general counsel, who
has been at the forefront of their
smoking agenda while working with BCOUGH, an ad hoc
comnrittee created by California
Youth Advocacy Network.
''The goal for BCOUGH is to
provide advocacy for students,
administrators, staff and faculty,
as well as the development [ofJ a
policy that suites the campus as
far as tobacco use is concerned,"
Kenner said.
1l1e poll, according to Kenner,
will provide accurate information
about what the complete body of
Bakersfield College wants for a
policy regarding on-campus to-

bacco use.
Students will choose from
three different policies: a 100
percent tobacco free campus,
designated smoking areas or
leaving the policy as it stands
now which all.ows tobacco use as
long as it is 20 feet away from
building entrances.
TI1e three policies were chosen
from an original survey conducted during the fall that included
seven total policies.
'This won't be the fust time BC
students have been smveyed on
the issue of on-campus tobacco
use; it's happened four times. in
fact, between 2004-09. the latter
of which led to a designated-area
policy.
After the polling is finis hed,
SGA will look to president Greg
Chamberlain to put the policy in
place.
Chamberlain said that the
SGA and the participants of the
poll will be able to count on him
to enact whatever policy gets the
most suppo1t.
"I will support the wishes of
the students ," C hamberlain said.
"I, personally, am in suppo1t
of limiting smoking, because
second-hand smoking is a real
issue. A lot of people are walking around campus smoking and
it can be very uncomfortable for
people, especially for those with
allergies."
Enforcement of a policy has
been a concern ever since tobacco use became an issue back
Please see SMOKING, Page 4

The Rip conducted a poll of 250 participants on campus, 242
of which are current Bakersfield College students. The poll participants chose between three different policies directly from the
poll that SGA will conduct in the coming -weeks, which are:

Policy A: 100

Policy B:

PolicyC:

percent smokefree campus.

Keeping with
the state law.

Designatedsmo king areas.

By Zak S. Cowan
Editor in Chief
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On-campus smoking is one of
the most talked about issues at Bakersfield College, and bas been for
some time now, for probably longer
than most students realize.
TI1e Student Government Associat.ion 's cmrent smoking agenda, which
wiU eventually lead to a poll decicti ng the
ultimate policy, has been going on since the
spting semester of 2004.
Butbackin 1988, - - --N-SI_D_E_ __
1
there was a similar,
SGA's
plans for the
but :fairly c:tilferent
semester
and beyond.
battle going on at BC
regarding tobacco use.
Page: 5
Until Jan. 1, 1988, smoking was allowed inside buildings on the BC campus,
until SGA helped enact a new policy effectively ending
indoor smoking.
And so started the conflkt.
1l1e only building on campus that allowed smoking
was the teachers' lounge, and student smokers used it
to their advantage, but this led to a confrontation with
the teachers that used the lounge, and the students going
there to smoke.
Lisa Martinez, who was the self-proclaimed leader
of the "crusade to establish an indoor smoking area,"
was at the forefi'ont in many of the issues, including the
September 1988 clash over the teachers' lounge.
"111.is is the teachers' lounge, and they want their
place just like anyone else," Martinez said in a Sept.
12, 1988 issue of the Renegade Rip. "All we're asking
for is a little place to eat and smoke our cigarettes.
We don't want to cause tmuble or it1fri nge on the
teachers."
Please see 1988, Page 4

Bus stop timetable pushed back
By Keith Kaczmarek
Reporter
1l1e GET bus stop constrnction on Panorama was not completed over the \vinter
break as plarn1ed, and students and faculty
are now wondering why the construction
seems to never end.
Scheduled to be finished last November
by the GET construction crews, the project
has run into a number of construction delays, and is tent.atively expected Lo be completed sometime tlris spring semester, but
no firn1 date has been set.
Several issues were involved in getting

the new bus stop, such was the college needing to negotiate the tem1s of an easement,
the strip of college land the city is allowed
to use for the bus stop. Also, there was a
need the preserve the trees on campus.
"We do our best to protect the trees dm·ing any constrnction project. As we knew
the trees were in the area where the GET
bus stop would be, part of our agreement
with GET was that they would not damage
any of our trees during the construction process," said Paula Bray, manager in Maintenance and Operations.
'The new bus stop is more conveniently
Please see BUS STOP, Page 4
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Over tbe ·winter break, Maintemmce and Operations oversaw a

replaced

number of construction projects acr0l!1i the campus. They are:

After a.n annual required inspection by the govemmeni,
several fire alarm.s strobes and horns were fOW'ld to be not functioning.
1hey were replaced.
'The & nergerx:y Access Phones, also known as the "Blue
Phones," were removed Public Safety noticed that they were n<)I.
being used at all for their intended purpose and instead pranksters
were a;)tivating them
Tl1e Fomms are w1dergoing continuing renovation with
seats. tables. mid lights reploced.
111e SAM building renovation project has been delayed,
as the vendors' bids were roughly $2 million over budget on the
cun-ent p.lans la5t December.·n1is means the plans will be redone and
"value engineered" in the hopes of new bids being under budget.

•
In re.spouse to a number of air quality complaints in lht:
Admissions and Reco!'d~ building, an industrial hygienist was called
in to perfom1 air ruld srunple testing and a high level of particulates
was folD1d 1o con-eel this issue, all of the ductwork. in the building
was cleaned and tt1ecarpet.and vinyl was replaced.
In FACE room 13, the home of Disabled Srudent
Programs and Services. there was a carpet that pulled up from the
Ooor and became a tripping hazard. It was replaced. and the asbestos
wider it was removed 111e asbestos was oon-fiiable.
In the Auto lechnolO&'Y Upper Lab it was discovered that
a water leak ruining the floor tiles was corning from a drain that was
plugged during the renovation. TI:ie drain was fixed ru1d the flooring

Fee hike to take place for summer semester
By Keith Kaczmarek

Reporter

Page 3: Local studio provides outlet for budding musicians.
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Major changes to the 'W'
grade could affect your
class schedule.

Women's basketball moves
into first place in the
Western State Conference.

Beginning in the summer session, fees at all California community colleges wiU change from
$36 per unit to $46 per unit.
This change was mandated
by the 2011 Budget Act and
was set off by Califomia budget
sh<>1tJalls that set off ''triggers"
in the budget approved in December and based on just how
much money was missing from
the budget this year. This lack
of money set off the worse-case
scenario tJiggers, known as the
"11er l" and ''Tier 2" triggers,

and all have been enacted except District chancellor, she stated,
''KCCD remains on track with
for K-12 revenue limit cuts.
For the 17,034 students at BC, its financial plan , which includes
these cuts to - - - - - - - - - - - - - exercising rethe state's edustraint. Our
cation budget "Register early and carefully. pri o riti es
will have little
to
Take only what you need to continue
effect
other
be to educate
students and
than the stategrow and
retain
mandated fee
our
-Greg Chamberlain,
increase
as
e mploy ees .
BC president
Together we
KCCD
has
will protect
already set its
own budget. to account for the our mission to provide outstandworse-case scenmio that has oc- ing educational programs and
services to our diverse students
cmred.
In an email from Sandra Ser- and communities."
rano, Kem Community College
TI1at being said, we have 13%

go:'

fower students than we had last
year, about 2,615 people as of
Jan. 19.
TI1e fee increase was supposed
to go into effect retroactively beginning in the Spring semester,
but timely action by the state legislature deferred the fee inc1easc
until SLLmmer semester.
''111ere was no one that thought:
this would not happen," said Amber Chiang, director of mm·keting
and public relations for BC. "We
needed to budget appropriately
and we did that. Everything that
has happened was planned for
last MaY:,'
Please see BUDGET, Page 4
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Column

Reading, writing
and Mary Jane

No more
Jamm1es
ever
•

By Nate Perez
Reporter
Marijuana users are typically
thought of as lazy, irresponsible
and incompetent people, but
some appear to be the exact opposite. They are all students, or
were at one point. They have
well paying jobs, and they have
mortgages to pay.
A student who did not want
to be identified for fear of reprisals from his job said, "I smoke
everyday. To the equivalent of
about three joints a day."
This student occasionally
smokes before class, before doing homework and pretty much
all day. Despite being a pothead,
the unidentified student is a
model student. He goes to class
everyday and maintains a 3.0
GPA.
This student does not smoke
before eve1y class though. He recalls a bad smoking experience
before class one semester.
" I went to Astronomy class,
and I medicated beforehand,
which I later found out to be a
mistake," he said. "The room is
dark and the seats are kind of
reclined. When you add those
together, you get way too comfortable, to the point where you
want to pass out"
Eventually, the unidentified
student had to drop the class.
A significant amount of people have the belief that marijuana
provides no health benefits and
makes the brain deteriorate, but
these students would argue that
it has the opposite effect.
An unidentified student said,
" l would say smoking before

WORTHWHILE STYLE I The
Rip's copy editor and resident
shoe addict discusses the lost
art of dressing for your own
style.

NArE PEREZ /THE RJJ>

A student who did not want to be identified due to reprisals from his job, lights his pipe Jan. 23 before doing his statistics
homework. Pictured above are his study supplies.
certain classes make my learning
experience better. I engage more
in discussion during class, or I
become more enthused about the
subject."
Smoking before class can be a

double-edged sword to another
student who also did not want to
be identified. She said, " When l
smoke before class, I pay more
attention to the lecture, but it is
easier to get distracted by other

students when they're doing
something dumb like texting. I
just keep looking at them."
These unidentified students
are neither encouraging other
students to go to class under the

use of marijuana, nor do they
want anyone to strut up a smoking habit. What these students do
agree with is that marijuana can
be used as medicine and cai, help
people with disabilities.

Nile hosts charity event for Penn School
I

BATTLE ROYALE Battle of the
bands raises funds for school

By Jon Nelson
Features Editor

MARTIN CHANG /THE RIP

Andrew Carillo, lead singer of Ruby Skye, sings at the
Battle of the Bands to benefit the Giving Tree Project.

Local bands, artists and vendors all lent their time ai1d energy to the Giving Tree Battle of
the Bands and Art Show at the
Nile on Jan. 21 .
The show started at 11 a.m. and
lasted until ai·ound midnight.
Popular local bands like the
Aviators, Crooked Folk and the
Bird Channel donated their time
and energy for the fundraiser.
"This is a very good cause ai1d
hopefully more will come out of
it," said Ricardo Pacheco, lead
guitarist and singer for Crooked
Folk.
The winner of the battle of the
bands was announced late into
the night with the Architecture
coming out on top of the fifteen.
The Aviators took second place
followed by Kenny Reeves ai1d
the Clones.
Styles of music ranged from
Jazz and Psychedelic and Hard
Rock to Acoustic.
DJ Josex was also on-hand
to spin records and make music
MARTIN GIANG rnIE R[P
so the audience could dance between bands.
Chanell Hall, lead singer of Holy Beast, sings at the Battle
"lt was beyond raising money,"
of the Bands at The Nile on Jan. 21 to benefit Penn School.
said Amber Beeson, the woman
behind the Giving Tree Project.
The event wa5 put together by
''It was more of a social experi- and George Quick.
ment."
Another artist, Bear Johnson, Beeson as a way to raise money
The lobby of the Nile was con- donated half a dozen bizarre for the William Penn Elementai·y
ve1ted into a temporary gallery mixed-media collages that in- School.
Beeson has two sons at Penn,
to hold works
eluded magafor sale do- - - - - - - - - - - - - - zineclippings and her goal is to clean up the
nated by local II The art was a mixed bag. I and found ob- school and raise funds for the
artists.
jects mounted Booster Club, as well as provide
One of the liked the photography. Ba- on pieces of the students with a garden they
can work ai1d learn in.
more outstai,d- k fi Id h
ing displays ers e
as SO much ta Ient, wood.
"The
a.rt
"The kids haven 't had field
was a series I wish if anything there had was a mixed trips or yearbooks in over 10
called "Faces
bag. I liked years. There's no Booster Club,"
of a Phagwah
been more On display:'
the photogra- said Beeson.
She is also working with the
Pai·ade," by Je-Rachel Llewellyn
phy. Bakerscity
and county to set up a comrome Lazarus.
Attendee
field has so
" Faces" was
much talent, munity garden on 4th and Eye
I wish if any- in a city owned lot, preserve the
a number of
thing
there peacock area of Hait Park and
p h o to graphs
of HiJ1dus from Thailand pierc- had been more on display," said strut a greenhouse.
'Tm hoping to get more peoing their backs with large hooks attendee Rachel Llewellyn.
and hanging mid-air from trees
Local food vendors set up ple out of their houses," said
in an effort to reverse negative shop outside the Nile on the Beeson.
The battle of the bands and rut
karma.
streets around 19th Street for the
There was also rut by local tat- attendees that wanted something show raised over $2,500 which
will all go to Penn School.
too artists Uke Bobby Hollai1d to eat between acts.

The dictiona1y defines
pajamas as "a loose usually
two-piece Ughtweight suit designed especially for sleeping
or lounging."
It's kind of a sad fact that
I should even have to explain that, but the harsh reality is that all too often I see
people out in public dressed
in clothes that you should obviously only _ _ _ _ __
sleep, workout, or clean
your house
in.
T h ese
people just
lovetochant,
Patricia Rocha
"I don't cai·e
what other
people think of me," or "You
shouldn't judge a book by its
cover! "
Well that's fantastic! I appreciate your individualism
ai1d I totally agree, as a society we should be a lot better
at not immediately judg ing
each other.
But sadly, that's not the
reality we live in. I wish just
a,; much as anyone else that it
wasn't so, but in the immortal words of Tupac Shakur,
" Don't blame me, I was given
this world, I didn't make it."
Now I'm not saying we
should just live by a whatyou-see-is-what-you-get attitude, but I do think we should
be respecting ourselves a little
more so that maybe everyone
else will.
You still may not care what
other people think, but what
do you think of yourself? Is a
sloppy ponytail, sweatpants,
and grungy flip-flops all
you 're worth?
I totally understand that
some people are going to be
more worried about rushing to th.e ir 8 a.m. class and
getting their kids ready for
school than picking out their
Sunday best, but everyone
should at least respect themselves enough to put on a pair
of clean jeans before they
leave the house.
I don't see a problem in
caring more about shai·k week
thai, fashion week, and on the
opposite side of the spectrum,
I would probably give you a
quizzical look if you walked
the halls of Bakersfield College in head-to-toe runway
fashion, but I think there is
an important midd.le ground
where we should at least try
to present ourselves in an appropriate way.
If we go to a job interview,
a wedding, or the beach, it's
common sense to dress the
occasion, and I just don' t
see why it's not just as obvious to dress appropriately for
school.
It's just as easy to throw on
a comfy, stylish cardigan than
a sloppy, oversized sweatshirt. T1y covering up messy
haiT with a cute hat or beanie,
ai,d if you're really adventurous, trade a pair of jeans and
T-shirt for a dress and tights.
I don't want to send a message of materialism, or that
clothes will make you happy
(only shoes can do that,) but
if you look youJ best, you 'U
often feel your best. With all
of the oppo1tunities available
for us to succeed at BC, you
never know when you 'JI need
to make a good first impression or need a little extra selfconfidence boost. If you look
like you respect yourself, the
rest of the world will surely
take notice and do the same.
If we all put in a little more
effort and just dressed like
adults, maybe we could get
back to judging each other by
the things that really matter,
like our tastes in music ai1d
favorite sport teams.
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Studio offers chance to mix
By Breanna Fields
Reporter

OMAR OSEGUERA /THE RIP

Reggie Langendoerfer, owner of Bakersfield Recording Studios, displays
his instruments and recording equipment Jan. 24.

Audio engineering has always been
the driving force of artistic and creative
endeavors within the realm of sound.
Bakersfield Music & Recording Studios offers students the chance to sit
behind the mixing board and become a
cmcial part of the recording process.
Although the decor is simple, the
atmosphere at Bakersfield Music &
Recording Studios speaks for itself.
Dozens of cassettes and CDs line the
walls of the entryway boasting an impressive collection of music that is impossible to ignore.
The building has several rooms that
serve a multitude of purposes from
music lessons to production.
Owner and blues enthusiast Reggie Langendoerfer offers students of
all ages the opportunity to explore the
world of audio engineering and gain
hands-on experience through a ninemonth training program inside the studio.
The course is designed to give students individual attention that they
would not otherwise receive in a
crowded school environment.
"It's not like sitting in a big class
where you can only do something for
five minutes at a time," said Langendoerfer.
Born in Munich, Germany, Langendoerfer began taking music lessons at a
young age and studied classical guitar.
Langendoe1fer's love of the blues
and '50s rock 'n' roll led hjm to discover his interest in recording music,
which is why he has chosen to dedicate
many hours to assist students in the audio engineering program.
Students are able to gain knowledge
in the field as they study the elements
of recording by applying techruques
and learning about equipment, such
as mixing boards and a variety of soft-

"If you work in a recording
studio you are not just hitting the record button ...
you have to really help organize the entire project:'
-Reggie Langendoerfer,
Owner of Bakersfield
Music & Recording Studio
ware.
ProTools and ProLogic are the most
popular programs avai lable and are
both ready to use in the studio.
Although most modern recording is based on computer technology,
Langendoerfer also emphasizes the
importance of understanding older
techniques and formats such as analogue recording, which is also covered
in the course.
Live events and studio recording
projects are a fundamental part of the
training.
Students are exposed to both settings
in order to gain a better understanding
of the differences between live and studio sound.
"The trainees who are interested in
taking this course will also set up sound
systems and learn how to mix in a live
situation," said Langedoerfer.
Trainees typically spend four to six
hours per week in the studio and are
provided with additional materials
such as workbooks and multi-track
files or CDs to practice at home.
"What is definitely helpful is if
someone has a decent computer and
is able to work at home with recording software, even if it's a simple one,"
said Langendoerfer.
The nine-month program gives students a total of2 l 6 training hours at the

Big Chocolate
ready for
performance

Tale of the tattoo
By Jackie Gibson
Reporter
Since May of 2011, the tattoo shop
Modern Electric has been doing a
whole lot more than giving thrill seekers and art lovers a piece they'll always
remember. Modern Electric has taken
part in many fundraisers, and events
have been orchestrated and executed
by this shop and its associates to give
back to the commuruty.
"Our first event was for breast cancer," says Amy Daley, co-owner of
Modem electric and wife to other coowner Billy Vaughn. "We sold $20
and $40 dollar ribbons and donated
half the proceeds.
"Then in December we held a big
art show at the Marriott and there was
65 or 70 paintings, all original with
frames, donated by all kinds of artists
from all over the country," she said.
In addition to the breast cancer fundraiser and art show, the crew over at
Modem Electric also teamed up with
the Alliance Against Farruly Violence
for the holiday season.
"We did really well. I can't remember exactly how much was raised but
we ended up buying Christmas presents for the Alliance Against Family
Violence and Sexual Assault," she said
about the success of the event.
"We also teamed up with Icon Print-

ing; they donated all the banners and
posters and flyers. We also had a private donor that donated all the frames
for the rut show.
"We had a big elegant party. We
got to dress up and people came from
L.A., Fresno, the guys from Papa
Roach came, it was really cool," she
said. The amount raised from the event
was about $950.
The group enjoys being involved in
the charity work they do.
''This is our commuruty. You've
got to help out if you have and others don't," said Daley. "You may have
what you have but you should always
give back to the community."
Chris Earl, artist and well-known
tattooist for M.E. added, "It feels really good. We've done about four
events, one at Pain is Beauty [tattoo
shop], two here at M.E. and once at
the Marriott."
On Jan. 21 the M.E. staff donated
gift certificates that accumulated to
the sum of $125 to the Giving Tree
charity.
The certificates were for three $60
tattoos, two $30 haircuts and or shave
in the barbershop and three piercings.
The fo lks over at M.E have a long
list of events that show their involvement with the community.
"In October we did the Via Arte in
the Market Place for Walker Lewis

By Metiqua Eng
Reporter

TEELA WALKER /TIIERIP

Co-owners Amy Daley and Billy Vau ghn, along with several staff,
take a break from tattooing at Modem Electric on Jan. 21.
Rents. ln November we did the Bakersfield Scene coat drive and at the
Metro Gallery a few of our artists donated their time for the event to stop
human trafficking," she said. "Our artists sat and drew on shoes that were
purchased at the event for tips only.
"We always do our best to help out,
especially in the downtown district. It's
good for business because people who
haven't heard of us win in the contests
we hold and they get to see the shop
and what we are all about, besides being charitable," she said.
Daley said there are more events
planned for the future.

"We are going to be working with
Dennis and the guys from Front Porch
Music in their 'Boards for Snots' charity.
"What they do is buy skateboards
for kids and what we would like to do
is paint the boards and then have another art show, sell the artistic boards
and then take the proceeds and buy a
bunch of skateboards for kids. We do
want to do the event with the Alliance
against Family Violence again next
December."
Daley hopes to continue M.E.'s involvement with charity by making it
an annual event.

Newest Dewar's location:
bigger and better
By Crystal Sanchez
Reporter
Dewar's Ice Cream and Fine Candies has moved to a new location and
has expanded in size.
The new store, which opened on Jan.
7, is located at 2700 Calloway Drive.
The main indoor room has a seating
capacity of 64 people. Th is includes
a 28-seat soda fountain and six large
booths. They also have an outdoor patio area that can seat an additional 36
people.
Dewar's manager Brittany Hammask said the new store took less than
one year to develop. Harnmask explained some of the new features inside the store. There is a singing moose
head mounted on the wall, black and
white Dewar's family photos, a giant
gumball machine, and an exhibit area
that displays a vintage 1940s cash register and much more.

Best friends Logan Van Allen,
Kelsey Neilands, and Kelsey Barnett
consider it tradition to come to Dewar's once a week to have Black and
Whites. The popular ice cream sundae
is made with a scoop of varulla ice
cream topped with hot fudge, and a
scoop of chocolate ice cream topped
with marshmallow.
Van Allen said when he simply hears
the word "Dewar's,"
"I think really fam ily oriented and
good ice cream."
Loyal customers like Lancene
Blackmon, who has been coming to
Dewar's for 50 years, says she has
wonderful memories of Dewar's.
"My best memory was when I was
injuruor high, and my girlfriends and 1
would go to Dewar's on a hot summer
day," she said.
Bi ll and Cathy Prout have been coming to Dewar's for 15 years and said
that the new location had definitely

cost of $6,800.
For those interested in audio engineering as a hobby, a shorter course is
offered for $ l ,800.
This includes 50 hours of training, recording projects and three core
workbooks that provide thorough instruction.
Upon completion of the course,
many students have gone on to seek
jobs as audio engineers, assistant engineers and some have plans to open
their own studio.
"With the technology that's available
now, you can do unbelievable things
even in a relatively small studio," said
Langendoerfer.
In addition to the audio recording
program, Bakersfield Music & Recording Studios also offers CD duplication
and entire album or music production.
"If you work in a recording studio
you are not just hitting the record button . .. you have to really help organize
the entire project;' said Langendoerfer.
Notable artists that have visited Bakersfield Music & Recording Studios
in previous years include guitarist
James Burton, who worked with Elvis
Presley, Ricky Nelson, Jerry Lee Lewis
and many other well-known acts.
"It was a very, very interesting experience," said Langendoerfer, referring
to the three recording projects Burton
worked on at his studio.
Another well-known guest at the studio was bass player Jerry Scheff, a major influence on Langendoerfer, who
also recorded with Elvis.
Many local artists such as Two Faded
and jazz singer Kama Ruby have also
chosen to record demos and full-length
albums at the studio.
Information regarding the audio engineering course and other services offered Bakersfield Music & Recording
Studios can be found at www.bakersfieldmusic.com.

MEGAN LUECKE /THE RIP

Adults and kids alike fill Dewar's on a Sunday afternoon Jan. 29.
met their expectations. They described
it as exciting, ruce and extremely spacious.
The future of Dewar's is continuously growing with plans to open a
third Dewai·'s at the comer of Ming

Avenue and Buena Vista Road sometime this spring. The Dewar's that was
previously at 9530 Hageman Road has
closed. The third store will be considered an Express Dewar's complete
with its own drive-through and patio.

Cameron Argon is a 21-year-old, upand-coming recording artist and DJ from
Laguna Hills, better known as Big Chocolate. Prior to his fonnally known name "Big
Chocolate," that stemmed from an old joke
from his scene-kid days, Argon started his
career as lead singer of the heavy metal
band Disfiguring The Goddess.
His openness to different sounds and
genres led to his dabbling into electronic
music such as dubstep, electro, as well
as drum and bass. Many have compared
his transition from heavy metal to techno
similar to popular artist Skrillex, but Argon
challenges those statements saying, "I don't
want to be the next Skrillex or Deadmau5."
He feels that they paved the way for hjm
and other artists but he considers his style
different.
"I like to combine gemes of music and
putting my own twist on it," Argon says. "I
want to take everything I know how to do
and do it all at once."
His music is openly getting recognition
in which Argon was invited to play for
Warped Tour, which opened the door for his
success and made him more familiar on the
music scene. With Argon's popularity rising he's kept a blog for his fans in which he
posts EP's he is working on such as "Can't
Let You Live" and "Rabbit Eye," as well as
to chime in about his progress within music
and tour dates.
He is also an artist who is asked to remix
popular songs for bands such as Breathe
Carolina, which he was recently on tour
with. Argon stressed that he wanted to experiment with all kinds of genres from hiphop, heavy metal, to electronic music. He
is very thoughtful on his ideas of taking other music, putting his own flair on it, which
creates a new sound and a new genre.
"I want to be on the outside of every
clique but not exactly be a part of it," said
Argon avidly. "I made a ll my own material,
and I just want to wow everybody."
As a rising artist, Argon makes his music
known by traveling and playing different
shows in the U.S. He has also been invited to play for Ultra, a larger event with a
broader audience ranging from 90,000 to
100,000 people.
He is climbing up the ladder into the
music industry and also making his name
known in more than one way. Catch Big
Chocolate spinning live on stage projecting
his varied dubstep and remixed sound Feb.
4 at The Dome in Bakersfield from 7 p.m.
to 2 a.m. for Sugar's one-year anniversary.
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Budget delays new site
By Meisha McMurray

Reporter
The Kern Community College Disllict's plan to build
a new campus center at Bear
Mountain Boulevard and Highway 99 won't. be taking place
any time soon because of budget constraints.
In the past seven months, the
district considered building a
site in Arvin but decided against
it after a consultant's recommendation in January 2012 favored
the Bear Mountain/99 plan.
But according to Amber
Chiang, director of marketing
and public relations for Bakersfield College, the construction is

on hold.
"So at this point there are no
plans for the center to be built
on Bear Mountain and Highway
99 ," said Chiang. "In the near
future, we will still offer classes
at Arvin High School. However,
with California's budget being
the way it is, enrollments are
declining because they had to
cut classes, and in order to build
there must be a lot of things in
place before you start building.
So I have no idea when a center
will be built. It's all in a crystal
ball 1ight now."
KCCD, through a donation
and purchase agreement back
in 2007, got 126 acres of land
in the comer of Bear Mountain

and Highway 99 in south Bakersfield. The city of Arvin said
it would donate 25 acres to build
there instead.
The Bear Mountain site was
chosen because, according to
Chiang, two highways converged on the area, making it
easier for residents of Lamont,
Arvin, Go1man and Frazier Park
to attend classes at that site.
Also, population growth figures suggested more people
would be served from the Bear
Mountain site. Chiang said
Arvin's proximity would make
it harder for people from other
areas to get there.
Last semester, BC aITanged
with Kern Regional Transit,

which is a regional bus system
that goes to Frazier Park and
'lehachapi, to change their route
to go to and from BC to Lamont
and Arvin. The last bus leaving
to Lamont and Arvin from BC
is at 10 p.m.
KCCD also purchased land in
northwest Bakersfield five years
ago, and the land is in the same
predicament as the Bear Mountain land. KCCD planned, when
the money comes, they will be
ready to build. But as of right
now nothing will be happening
in the no1thwest anytime soon.
"We are creating a lliangle of
service so people in the middle
can get to any campus that they
choose," said Chiang.

Bookstore starts
online services
By Angie DelGado

Reporter
The Bakersfield College Bookstore has started their new online
service to better serve students
with their textbook and school
supply needs.
B1ian Griffin, the store manager, claiified that their online
service is not meant to take over
the bookstore, however it. is more
like an outlet for students to
avoid crowds and purchase their
school items online.
Griffin explained that the
bookstore has tried to promote
online buying for the fact that the
campus does not accommodate
all of the students.
They have !lied to promote
online buying by offe1ing promotions on online orders. The
bookstore also has items suggested by professors available
for students like goggles, printe r
ink, and Scantrnns. A lot of the
time there are iliscounts offered
onUne that are not available at
the bookstore.

Some BC students feel that
buying the books at the bookstore is better.
" You don't. know what you're
gettfog," said Kimberly Rain
about online purchases. "They
can be written in."
"I'd rather buy at the bookstore because I don't like to use
my card online, and I was also
in a rnsh and needed to get my
homework finished," said Justin
Brimage.
Griffin explained that. because
the bookstore is a branch of
Ba.mes & Noble, this means they
also offer e-t.extbooks, which is
a download of the physical textbook right onto your Mac, PC, or
NOOK. However, some students
have been told that some books
ai·e BC versions only and ai·e not
available for the NOOK.
" I haven't checked, but I was
told that some are not available,
because they are made especially
for BC," said Brimage.
Even though online service
is important, the bookstore will
only be getting better.
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SMOKING: Bill allows enforcement
Continued from Page 1
in 2004, but now, Kenner says,
there is a resolution.
AB 795, which passed back in
August but didn't go into effect
until Jan. 1, grants California
community colleges, CSUs and
UCs the ability to enforce their
own smoking policy with fines
of up to $100 without a limit on
the amount of citations.
The new law lays out a plan
for the citing process, down to
the last dollai·.
The biIJ stat.e s that money
from the fines will, "be allocated
to include, but not. limited to, the
designated enforcement agency,
education and promotion of the
policy, and tobacco cessation
11·eatrnent options."
Kenner thinks that AB 795
will deter any lack of enforcement that has plagued previous
attempts to get a policy set in
place.
"That bill is the solution to
enforcement. at schools ... [that]
have problems and issues with
students violatfog policy," Kenner said. "Because right now, it's
just a violation of student. code of
conduct."
BC 's student code of conduct
cmTently lays out a four-step
process that eventually can lead
to suspension or expulsion.
Kenner said that " hitting their
walJets" will prevent second offenders more so than the student
code of conduct., which, in line

17 of the prohibited conduct
clause, classifies "Smoking and/
or the use of tobacco products
inside aIJ campus buildings and
unauthorized campus areas" as
ai1 offense than can ultimately
lead to suspension or expulsion.
The repeat offender must violate the code of conduct a minimum of five times before such
actions ai·e considered.
President. Chamberlain agrees
that AB 795 is vital to the enforcement and enactment of such
a policy.
"I think [AB 795) is really important," Chamberlain said. "Because if you don't have the ability
to enforce regulation, then it's really difficult to make sm·e it really happens. If the decision and
belief is to limit smoking then we
need to limit smoking; we need
to be able to enforce that."
Kenner is taking it upon himself to get the word out on the
pol] by gathering members of
SGA and BCOUGH to go to
classrooms and tell students
face-to-face ai1d disuibuting
bookmarkers that provide the
URL to the polling site.
"Hopefully we'll get a massive turnout so we can really see
what the problem is and have a
solution for that problem," Kenner said. "I was a senator last
year. In my constituency reports,
[on-campus smoking] was pretty
much one of the main complaints
on campus among students."

1988: The year the issue started

MEGAN LUECKE /THE RIP

The Bakersfield College bookstore is now offering
online services for buying, selling and renting books.
"If anything, we are trying
to expand the bookstore," said
Griffin.
The bookstore staff has actually been waiting to remodel
the student bookstore to hopefully make it less claustrophobic and more open with more
school spirit. They are hoping
to set up the cash registers up

against the wall, a lot like what.
the Bai·nes & Noble stores look
like.
When asked if he thinks
that there will always be a
BC Bookstore G1iffin said,
"There will always be a need
for a bookstore, because people
want to have that physical book
on hand."

Continued from Page 1
The confuct led to the establishment of a designated room
for student. smokers in the fall of
1988.
The room was located in the
cafeteria, in an ai·ea closed away
from the rest of the students.
"This was probably the best
compromise we could come up
with," then-dean of ins11·uction
Chai·les Cai:lson said in an Oct.
17, 1988 issue of the Rip. " That
one room can hopefully be isolated so the smoke won't. bother
other people."
But the self-proclaimed leader
of the "student smokers' cm-

sade" wasn't satisfied.
"Once all the smokers ai·e
awai·e there's a smoking area,
will it prove to be too small, and
if so, will the ASB be helpful
in finding another, larger place
to accommodate us?" Martinez
said. "If not, we'll have to go
through the whole fight all over
again."
Eventually, the room was disbanded, and the complete ban on
campus that was intended in the
first place was enforced.
It wasn't until seven yeai-s later, on Jan. 1, 1995 that smoking
became prohibited in all enclosed
workplaces in California.

News Briefs
Parking issues

BUS STOP:
Site will
provide
new
bathrooITI
Continued from Page 1
located on Panorama where
the campus slopes less and
ilisabled students will have an
easier time using it, and parking students can avoid crossing the bus path.
Maintenance issues were
also a reason to move the bus
stop.
"The roadway that. goes
from Panorama to Mt. Vernon is tTavelled daily by ve1y
large, very heavy buses. During the Bakersfield summers,
the asphalt. gets very hot
and somewhat malleable. It
makes it seem like the buses
drive on taffy. We fix pot
holes in the roadway a couple
of times each yeai·.
Once the bus stop is moved,
we plan to resurface the roadway and we expect that we
will have lower maintenance
costs from then on," said
Bray.
The new bus stop wiIJ also
feature a res11·oom that will
be open during the hours the
GET buses run.
"Cun·ently, dUiing school
hours, classroom buildings
are open and restrooms ai·e accessible. During non-school
hours and breaks, these buildings are not open and so there
are no restroom facilities
available for either the drivers nor the passengers," said
Bray.
The construction is being
entirely funded by GET, and
ilidn' t cost Bakersfield College any funds, and the maintenance and cleaning of the
new bathrooms will also be
funded by GET.

Former president passes
By Gregory D. Cook

Photographer
Former Bakersfield College
President. William "BiU" Andrews, 65, passed away Jan.
20, succumbing to his short
battle
with
cai1cer.
Andrews served
as president
of Porterville
College
for
five
yeai·s
beBiii Andrews
fore becoming
BC's president from 2005 until
his retirement in 2008.
Glen Fields, BC gym manager, remembered Andrews
as an accessible and effective
president.
" He was just a great guy, and
he had a great open-door poli-

cy. He would just walk ai·ound
campus and talk with people,"
said Fields. "And coming from
Porterville College, he already
knew how the system worked
and could get things done."
Alt.hough Andrews was only
president of BC for three years,
he accomplished many lasting
things.
He guided BC through the
extensive self-study and evaluation phases of the accreditation process for the Accrediting
Commission for CommU11ity
and Junior Colleges.
He worked with Cal State Bakersfield to implement. transfer
education programs and helped
to increase student. access to
employment programs. Also
dming Andrews' reign, the Delano Campus opened its Science
and Technology Building.

Andrews was born in 1946,
in Marshalltown, Iowa, and was
raised on his family 's faim neai·
Melbourne.
He graduated from high
school and Marshalltown Community CoIJege before beginning study at the University of
Not1hem Iowa, where in addition to receiving two master's
degrees he met and matTied his
wife of 44 years, Jean, in 1968.
In 1973, she gave birth to twin
daughters, Allyson and Amy.
After eai·ning a Ph.D. in educational management from the
University of New Mex._ico,
Andrews worked in college
administration in Iowa, Minnesota and Texas before coming to
California.
After retiring in 2008, he and
Jean moved back to the family
faim neai· Melbourne, Iowa.

BUDGET: New budget funds come in on time
Continued from Page 1
In each of the last three years,
the stat.e's budget for community colleges has been reduced
each time, and the school used
cany-over money from last year
to cover various shortfalls in the
budget, and there is some concern that further cuts will meai1
the cap on students the college
is expected to serve might be
lowered.
" Maybe two years before we
bot.tom out.," Chiang added.
Small tax fee shortfalls and
more enrollment fee shortfalls
have also happened. For example, more students are using
a Boai·d of Governors waiver
(BOG) to be excused from paying per unit enrollment fees, and
the state does not reimburse the
college for those lost fees.
Conside1ing that funds ai·e
often allocat.ed to specific projects by the state, little wiggle
room exists in the budget. For

example, the funds for the renovation of BC's Forum could be
given back to the state, but that
money would only end up allocated to another theater project
at. another community college.
To address some of these issues, California Governor JeITy
Brown is planning to propose
additional taxes on the November ballot in an effort to b1ing
another $7 billion to the state,
but if voters do not pass those
taxes then additional cuts may
be in the future.
There is also proposal to not
defer $218 million in community college funding from
the usual $ 1 billion in defeJTed
funding, but this only gets money to the school eai-Jier and does
not actually increase our yearly
budget at all.
"We are going to issue nigger cuts, and a little more," said
Greg Chainberlain, president of
BC. " We used some cany-over

money last yeai· to balance last
yeai·'s budget. If our budget
is cut more, we'll have to use
caiTy-over."
Many of the cuts have been
to adjunct professors who
teach without. benefits or a full
schedule and don't have tenure. These cuts have led to 113
fewer sections from last yeai·,
leaving a total of 1608 sections
of classes.
Chamberlain is also concerned about the other effects
the state-wide budget cuts will
have on students.
"We look at. students realistlcalJy... many of our students
avail themselves of other social
programs, and these cuts make
it. hai·d for them to come to
school," he said.
Chamberlain had this to say
to students: "Register eai·ly and
cai·efully. Take only what you
need to grow and go."

Cars will no longer be allowed to park in the circle in front of the
Bakersfield College Administration Building because that area is
a fire lane for emergency responders.
Drivers can drop off students in the circle but cannot wait to pick
up anyone.
Drivers waiting to pick up students and visitors must wait in the
yellow curb area north of the library. This is the designated loading area. Bakersfield College has installed benches to accommodate those waiting for their ride to arrive.
Those who choose to park along the red curb in the circle could
be given a ticket.

Safe Space
Safe Space is holding workshops at Bakersfield College in Campus Center 5 on Feb. 11 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and another on
April 26, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Delano campus will hold a
workshop March 19 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the DST building.
The goal of the project is to create a supportive environment to
talk about gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and ally issues.

A.A.
Alcoholics Anonymous is holding on-campus meetings in the
Reading Center Math Room in SS128, every Wednesday from
noon to 12:45 p.m.

Blue Phones
The Emergency Access Phones, also known as the Blue Phones,
were removed from campus recently. Public Safety can instead be
reached at 395-4554 or 395-4555.

Freedom Riders
On, Feb. 2, the PBS documentary American Experience: the
Freedom Riders will be shown in the Beale Memorial Library
Auditorium at 6:30 p.m. On Feb. 4, two speakers will relate their
experiences as part of the California Freedom riders at Beale Memorial Library Auditorium at 2 p.m.
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