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Women's team falls short of playoff berth
By Esteban Ramirez

Sports Editor
Bakersfield College women's
basketball team beat West Los
Angeles on Feb. 18 to get its first
Western State Conference title,
but fell sho11 of a playoff berth.
BC coach Paula Dahl commented that the reason why they
missed out on the playoffs is because Canyons had a better record against. Citrns College.
"Since we had the same record, they looked at how we did
against the third team in our conference, but we both split against
L.A. Valley so they looked at our

records against Citrus," she said.
"We won one game and lost the
other, and Canyons beat them
twice, but one of the wins was
one of the 16 games that Cittus
had forfeited.
" We have no rnle that addresses fo1feits, and this is both a
conference-level and state-level
problem.
"I think it's something that
needs to be addressed at the
CCCWBCA (California Community College Women Basketball Coaches Association)
executives and coaches meeting and I'll definitely address it
when we meet."

BC beat West L.A. 67-56 in
overtime. BC had good contributions from sophomore guard
Jausecca Cockeral, who had 23
pcints, nine rebounds and five
assists. Forward B1ittany Smith
also had 2 1 points and fo1ward
Gabi Morales had 11 pcints and
nine rebounds.
BC had the lead throughout. the
game and were up by four points
at the end of the second half, but
then they turned it over two times
and West L.A. tied up the game
51-51 to force ove1time.
BC was able to outplay the
Wildcats in ove1time, outscoring
them 16-5.

"I told them that we've given
the crowd an exciting game, but.
now let's get the win in overtime," said Dahl.
Along with getting their first
conference title, the Renegades
also pcsted the first undefeated
record at home and beat eve1y
conference opponent. at. least.
once.
"We have a special group
of young women, and they all
bought. in before the season started:' she said.
"One of our goals was to win
the conference, so it felt good
that we were able to accomplish
that goal. The game was amaz-

ing and it was exciting to get
the first conference title for BC.
We had an amazing crowd over
there, and it was special for me
to have my family there.
"Since I lost my dad a year
ago, this was a good way for us
to honor our loved ones. There
was a moment during the game
when there was only 20 seconds
left in overtime that I looked up
and thanked my parents.
" It. was one of the best. moments I've had as a coach.
"This year 's team was unique
because from the start they were
completely committed, so it's
not an accident.

"It was a lot of hard work and
commitment. to teamwork. It was
great to be a part of the life of
these special young women," she
said.
Dahl ended up getting the
Coach of the Year in the conference, and she commented on
what it meant to her.
"It's definitely an honor, but
it's also interesting when you
get it because it makes it easier
when your whole team buys in
and when you have a point guard
like Jausecca," she said.
"When you have that, it can
make you look like the greatest
coach."

Strong offense carries BC
to seven straight wins
By Meisha McMurray

Reporter
The Bakersfield College soft.ball team hit seven home runs
while winning seven games over
the past. two weeks.
The Renegades raised their record to 11-4 by defeating Rancho
Santiago 8-6, West Hills College
10-1, 'faft College 9- 1, Cuesta
College 7-2, Cen-itos College
6-5, Southwestern College 4-1
and Cypress College 1-0.
BC freshman infielder Sarah
Smith hit. a home run against.
Rancho Santiago and a two-run
home run against. West. HiUs in
the third inning, bringing BC to
a 5-1 lead.
In the same inning, sophomore
catcher Kara Frankhouser also
hit a two-rnn home rnn bringing
BC to a lead 10-1 over the Lady
Falcons.
In the bottom half of the second inning against Taft, BC
freshman infielder Brittney Roberts hit. a home run.
Smith also hit a home run in
the bottom half of the fourth inning.
In the game against Cuesta
College, BC freshman pitcher
and third basemen Kaila Williams hit another home rnn for
BC.
"Everyone is always excited
about their first home run in college and their first. home run of
the year, so it was really exciting," said Williams.
In the game against Ce1Titos,
Smith hit a three-rnn home rnn.
In the game against Rancho
Santiago, BC freshman pitcher
Kelsey Best pitched two innings
and finished with two hits, four
rnns scored and one walk.
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Bakersfield College catcher Kara Frankhouser is struck by
a pitch during a game against Cerritos College on Feb. 25
at the Dean and Adah Gay Sports Complex.

Renegades infielder Sarah Smith follows through after connecting for a double against
Cerritos College in the Bakersfield College Classic on Feb. 25 at the Dean and Adah Gay
Sports Complex.

Relieving Best in the third inning was BC sophomore Julie
Estep, who pitched the rest of
the game.
She finished with five hits, two
runs scored and three walks.
In the game against West Hills
College, BC sophomore pitcher
Jessica Simpson pitched five innings, had six hits with one rnn
scored and no walks. Due to the
rnn rnle, the game ended in the
fifth inning.
BC finished with 10 runs, 10
hits and one error.
Williams pitched five innings
against Taft College and gave up

I really love my team and my
coach."
In the bottom of the first inning
against. Taft., BC sophomore o ut.fielder Brittany Messer brought.
in the first. run of the game ending the first inning with one rnn
on two hits and one player on
base, putting BC in the lead 1-0.
In the bottom half of the second inning, sophomore Kaitlin
Toerner had a base hit, which
brought. home sophomore Megan
McC01mick, making it the third
run for BC. Kara Frankhouser
hit a double which brought in
sophomore Callie McRobe11s

one run on six hits, two walks
and seven strikeouts.
"With my pitching I did very
well," she said.
"I feel I helped my team out a
lot., and they congratulated me."
After taking a year and a half
off of playing softball when she
completed high school, she came
back ready to enjoy softball
again.
"I stayed home and hung out a
little bit," she said. "I was really
burnt out playing a lot. It was a
hard decision, it was hard to take
a year and a half off then come
back, but it's been a lot of fun .

and Messer, bringing BC to a 5-0
lead over Taft.
BC and Taft. picked up a run in
the third inning.
In the bottom half of the founh
inning, Williams strikes out., but
BC bounced back by picking up
three rnns on four hits and an error.
Against Cuesta College, Julie
Estep pitched for seven complete
innings, gave up six hits, two
runs, no walks, and six strikeouts.
In the bottom half of the seventh inning, BC fi nished with
seven runs on eight. hits and had

four errors.
In the game against Southwest.em, Simpson pitched seven
innings, giving off one run on
seven hits, one walk and four
strikeouts.
Estep pitched seven innings
for BC against Cypress giving
off no rnns on tlu·ee hits and one
walk. In tl1e bottom of the fomth
inning, Messer hit a single following her was 'foemer with a
bunt single.
Messer scored a run with the
help of an e1Tor made by Smith.
BC will host Oxnard College
on March 1.

Renegades first baseman ready to add power to lineup
By Nestor Fernandez

Reporter

(Arvin 2008), has the first sacrifice fly in Titan histo1y (Arvin
2008), has the first. RBI in Titan
history (Arvin 08), is the all-time
home rnn leader in Titan history.
He was the first Titan selected
to the all-league team in 2009
and 2010, and was all area in
2010.
He also earned the first Valley
Championship win as a Pitcher in 2010. Since Ontiveros is
slated to play fiTst base for BC,
and given his o utstanding high
school career

Blayne Ontiveros had been
a huge part of Frontier High
School's success the past four
years. A pitcher in high school,
he is now the starting first baseman for the Bakersfield College
Renegades baseball team in his
first year· at. BC.
While at Frontier High, he had
317 at-bats, scored 90 mns, pcst.ed 106 hits, 117 RBis, 30 doubles, 24 home
runs and a caOntiveros' list of high school as a pitcher,
reer batting
BC
coach
awards
is a long one. It includes : Tim Painton
average
of
comme nted
.353. While
2008 SWYL Rookie of the Year·
fielding
in
if he had any
2009 SWYL 1st Team Pitcher
88
games,
intentions of
2009 2nd Team All-Area Utility
having him
he commit2010 SWYL 1st Team Pitcher
ted only 11
pitch for the
2010 1st Team All Area Pitcher
R e n egades
e1Tors.
He
2011 SWYL Player of the Year·
pitched
in
this season.
2011 All Area Player of the Year·
194 innings,
" Blayne
while comand I sat. down
piling a 22-8 record with a 2.62 as he came in this summer, and
ERA, and threw for 189 stiike- there's a big transition from high
outs.
school baseball to here," he said.
He cmTently holds Titan re" He felt like tiy ing to handle
cords in many categories, in- one thing this year was going to
cluding most complete games in be enough. He had some elbow
a season, lowest ERA (2.47 in problems in high school as well.
2010), most at bats in a season, It was his decision to play first
most. hits, most. RBis.
base, and that's what we're goHe pitched the first shutout ing to do with him.
"He won't. pit.ch at all for us
in Titan histo ry (East. 2009), hit.
the first single in Titan histo ry this year. We'll revisit that this
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Renegades freslunan first baseman Blayne Ontiveros
keeps his eye on the ball during an at bat against the San
Diego Mesa Olympians on Feb. 18 at Bakersfield College.
summer and see where it takes
us next year·."
Painton talked about how Ontiveros stailed the season and
played in his first game while not
feeling well.
"He has been bat.tling the flu, I
don't think we've seen him at full
strength yet He's going through

some growing pains as all freshmen do. He's had some good
spmts, and some bad at bats, but
I think over time that's all going
t.o work itself o ut He' ll figure
the thing out and be a better productive player for us. I think any
freshmen that walks in to this
level of play goes through some

growing pains, and he's going
through that a lit.tJe bit right now.
He's going to be a great. player
for us, and like I said, he'll make
adjustments and figure this thing
out as we go along," said Painton.
Ontiveros also commented on
the start of the season
"I had the flu. I thought it was
food poisoning, but it ended up
being the flu," said Ontiveros.
"So it put. me out a lit.tie bit,
I was sick opening night, but I
wanted to play Saturday. It was
best. that I didn' t play. I played
the first game, ai1d the second
game I was worse than the day
before, so I sat out the second
game.
When refening back to the
first game, Ontiveros recalled
that at. the beginning of t.he game
he was OK, but it changed as the
game progressed.
"I was fine at the start of the
game 'cause I had all the adrenaline going and everything, so I
really didn't feel anything, and
about the sixth inning, I stai·ted
having symptoms of wanting to
like throw up at1d all that, but I
played through it, didn't think
about it;' he said.
He also talked about his and
the teams expectations this year.
"As a team, we have very high
expecta tions, 'cause we want to
bring home conference that's our

number one goal right. now, and
then go on with that and hopefully win the final four if possible.
So for me, it's really not. about
me, it's more about the team."
"Whenever called upcn to do
a job, I want to hopefully succeed in it. Right now I'm hitting
fifth but I can see myself jumping third to fifth. We kind of have
an alternating line-up where the
line-up could change any day, so
right about third or fifth."
He also talked about. what. kind
of player he is.
"Kind of like a mixture of like
a power hitter at1d basically an
average hitter," he said. "I could
hit for pcwer, but I like hitting
for a high average also. I ti·y to
limit my stiikeouts. I don't stiike
out a whole lot, ai1d I'm also real
aggressive at the plate, so I don't.
really walk a whole lot.
"When I see a fastball, I pretty
much get a litde antsy and go after it," he said.
"I feel real confidence with
our team, I think we all feel confidence with each other, and up
at1d down the line-up, our pitching, our defense is pretty top
notch.
"What's cool about playing
this year· is, I don' t think BC has
ever won a final four championship in all the years it's been
here, so we would like to be the
first ones to bring that home."
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BC tennis struggles to capture consistent victories
By Nestor Fernandez

Reporter
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Kassie Beadle follows through after returning a volley from her
opponent on Feb. 23 at Bakersfield College.

The Bakersfield College tennis team
played Glendale College on Feb 23. The
women played at BC and lost a tight match
up 5-4, after being tied 4-4 going in to the
last doubles match. T he men 's squad did
not fare as well and was defeated 8- l at
Glendale.
The on ly BC win came from the singles,
with fifth- seeded Joseph Theisen winning
6-1 ,6-2 over Rick Ivynian.
The BC women posted wins by fourthseeded Haleigh Dilbeck 6-2,2-6,6-3 over
Phoebe Minette, fifth-seeded Kassandra
Beadle 6-1,6-1 over Katherine Akmakji,
sixth-seeded Morgan Frazier 6-1,6-2 over
Brianna Hayes, and in the doubles, the
third-seeded team of Kim Butler/Morgan
Frazier defeated Brianna Hayes/Katherine
Akmakji 8-6.
BC assistant coach Chuck Provencio,
who presided over the women's matches,
discussed their matches.
"Glendale is traditionally one of the
toughest schools in our conference," he
said.
"They really pushed us in the top three,
and we pushed back in the bottom three
in singles.
"Doubles, they showed more strength,
they mixed in the one and three together,
and the two and four, so they could keep
a strong number two doubles. We pushed
them, we just didn 't quite push hard
enough in that number two doubles, so we
had an 8-4 loss.
"It was a good showing from everybody,
our girls showed a lot of heart, so I think
we got some room to improve, but we're
definitely on the right track," he said.
"The things we're going to look at a
little bit harder is serving.
" We're on the right track with it, but
we're coming up a little bit short, so we're
going to work on the serves. I think we
need to look a little bit more at playing
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Morgan Fraiser returns a volley back to her Glendale College opponent on
Feb. 23 during a match at Bakersfield College.
some extra doubles in practice.
" I think we looked a little bit uncomfortable in some key moments in the
doubles, and I would like to strengthen up
those areas.
"Overall, I feel like we did a real good

Cockeral
named

job of rallying and really pushing the other player to make a good move."
Next up for the BC women is a road
match against Allan Hancock College on
Feb. 28, and the men 's squad plays against
L.A. Pierce on March l at BC.

Beckwith has track
and field history
By Esteban Ramirez

WSCMVP
Sophomore guard Jausecca Cockeral was
named the Western State Conference Most
Valuable Player, and it was the first time
since the 1996-97 season that a Bakersfield College women's basketball player got
MVP honors. She also made the all-state
team averaging a team-leading 13.8 points,
eight rebounds and seven
OR TS
assists per game.
Three Bakersfield ColROU ND UP
lege women's basketball
players were named
to the WSC all-conference second team
and they were freshman forward Brittany
Smith, sophomore forward Gabi Morales
and freshman center Madison Tarver. BC
coach Paula Dahl was also named the WSC
Coach of the Year.

Sp

Baseball collects scholar awards
The California Community College Athletic Association honored BC's baseball
program recently when they named the
Renegades a Scholar Team for 20 l 0- l l.
The team had an overal l GPA of 3.42 in
the spring of 2011.
Former Renegade David Pennington was
also named 2011 Male Scholar Athlete of
the Year. Pennington fini shed at BC with a
GPA of3.83 and was also picked because of
his off-the-field charity work.
Pennington was one of BC's best players
last year and finished with a batting average
of .358.
The Renegades also landed three spots on
the CCCBCA's 2012 All-Academic Team.
Phillip Valos, Elijah Trail and Stephen Eyherabide were all selected with 3.76, 4.00
and 3.81 GPAs respectively.
Lester joins all-conference team
BC men 's basketball sta1ting forward
Conroy Lester was named to the all-conference team. He averaged 19 points and eight
rebounds in conference play, including a
season high of 30 points in the final game
of the season. Freshman guard Duncan Schramm also made the all-conference team as
an honorable mention.
Golf team underperforms
The BC men 's golf team placed fifth
out of seven teams, because of some tough
weather conditions, at Solvang on Feb. 13.
BC scored a 407, but they were only eight
strokes away from second place. Santa Barbara City College took first place with 394.
Canyons took second with 399 and Ventura
just a little behind with 400.
BC got some good performances despite

pared and that was the fun part
of it. You won't ever be perfect
at everything and the pole vault
Many people at Bakersfield extenuates that. I think it really
College know Ryan Beckwith as helps me in this job because you
BC's athletic director, but before have to work hard to achieve
that he was training in the de- your goals.
cathlon for
"My least
the Olym- - - - - - - - - - - - - - favorite has
pies.
"Ialways wanted to be the
"I always
to be an Olympian, 1500-meter,
not exactly
wanted to
and Ithink that's because of
be an Olymwhat caught my eye the event,
pian, and I
think that's
because it's grueling but where it
what caught
and fun with all the was placed.
my eye be"It was the
events:'
cause
last event on
it's
-Ryan Beckwith,
the last day,
grueling and
so by that
fun with all
Athletic director
the events,"
time you're
said Beckphys ically
with. " I grew up in a mil itary drained."
family, so we moved around a
The events that are in a decathlot. So sports were my outlet, a lon are the 100, long jump, high
way to express myself and meet jump, shot put, 400, 110 hurdles,
discus throw, pole vault, javelin
friends."
He commented on how he first throw and 1500.
He also added that he's lookgot into being a decathlete.
"I played football and track ing forward to watching some of
while I was at the University of the decathletes compete in June.
He's looking forward to seeGeorgia, but it wasn't unti l I got
to UCLA that I started being a ing the defending gold medalist
decathlete," he said. "Coach Bart Bryan Clay, and Trey Hardy and
Goddell asked me what events I Ashton Eaton.
"I think Eaton might break
was doing (pole vault and sprinting) and asked me ifl was inter- the record in a couple of years.
ested in the decathlon. I always I think he might be the guy to
wanted to do it, but I never had reckon with. I was looking forthe right coach. All because of ward to competing with him
the luck of the draw of meeting because he's great and humble,
the right guy that 1 became a de- and I think that makes him even
better."
cathlete."
He added that both him and
While at Georgia, Beckwith
got his master's, something that Eaton have sim ilar training styles
his grandmother, who was a big because Eaton's coach coached
influence to him, wanted. He's his coach.
also a graduate from California
"I've thought about going back
State University, Northridge. to compete in the decathlon, but
Afterward, he started teaching this job is something I always
at UCLA and met with Goddell, wanted;' he said. " l would like
where he started training for de- to say that I would want to go
cathlons until he was hired as back, but I'm in a position where
BC's new athletic director last I can help the students with my
experience as a college athlete
year.
He added tl1at the pole vault and decathlete. That helps them
was his favo1ite event in the de- out because I think I'm a good
cathlon.
example of what athletics and a
"I loved the 100-meter and good education can do for you.
the hurdles, but if I had to drop I always wanted to be an aththe decathlon and go with one letic director, but I didn't think I
it would probably have been the would enjoy it this much."
pole vault," he said.
Some of Beckwith's best ef"I love that it's got all the el- forts were 17-8 in the pole vault.
ements, speed, power and free- He also had 10.48 seconds in the
flight.
100-meter and 46.83 seconds in
" You got to be exu·emely pre- the 400-meter.

Sports Editor
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Sophomore guard Jausecca Cockeral, recently named Most Valuable Player
of the Western State Conference, is the first Renegade to win the award since
the 1996-97 season.
the tough weather conditions. Jack Henneberry led the team scoring a 78. Max
Schmidt had 79 and Travis Millwee had 81.
" I thought for the most part we played
well, considering the conditions," said BC
coach Bill Kalivas. "The conditions made
it tough for us to keep the ball in play and
to consistently play om best. We needed
to keep the ball in play and, maybe, if our
two best golfers did four strokes better, we
would've placed higher."
He added that they still don't know who
their top six golfers are.
"We keep interchanging our lineup, so
we haven't built some consistency yet," he
said. "We have to improve on keeping the
ball in play and controlling the placement of
the ball. We also need to improve on hitting
the fairways."
He added that he thought Henneberry,
Schmidt and Millwee performed well.
" I thought they did well because, usually

when you 're competing in tough conditions
like they were, you have a tendency to get
down on yourself after a few balls go out of
play, but they were able to keep their composure," he said.
BC's next tournament will be the Pt. ConCeption Tournament at Santa Barbara on
March 5.
Slew of swim meets canceled
The BC swimming team meet on Friday,
Feb. 17 against College of Sequoias was
canceled due to transportation issues. In its
place, the team held an intra-squad meet at
BC.
The purpose was to stay sharp and competitive in preparation for their meet on Feb
24-25 in the Mount San Antonio College
Invitational.
Unfortunately for the BC squad, the meet
at Mt. SAC was also canceled due to a lack
of funds.

SPOR'TS
Page 11

The Ren egade Rip I www. t h e rip.com

Wednesday, February 29, 2012

Lewis throws out first pitch to support BC
By Zak S. Cowan
Editor in Chief
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Professional baseball player, and Bakersfield College
alumnus, Colby Lewis throws out the first pitch before
BC's Feb. 18 home game against San Diego Mesa.

Bakersfield College alumnus
and Texas Rangers pitcher Colby
Lewis threw out the first pitch
at the Renegades' Feb. 18 game
against San Diego Mesa College.
Lewis. one of the most successful baseball players to come
out of BC, said that he takes
pride in suppo1ting the BC baseball program.
"It's definitely a pleasure to
come back here and continue
to support these guys and be a
part of the program,'' Lewis said.
"That's really all I want to do.''
Lewis' success on the mound
has garnered him two American
League pennants with the Rangers. He was a major piece for both
of the Texas teams that competed
in the World Series in 2010 and
2011, winning two games.
Lewis, in 2010, was the first
pitcher in Texas Ranger history

win a postseason game when
Lewis said that Painton put
he defeated the New York Yan- education first for him, and that
kees on Oct 16 in the American was a major reason for his success at BC and after he moved on
League Championship Series.
He also won game six of that to the majors.
''[Painton] works really hard
series, pitching eight innings
with one ea.med mn on three hits, to get everybody to conitnue
to go to school," he said. "And
clinching the AL pennant.
Lewis' jour- - - - - - - - - - - - that's all I really
ney to Ma- "When I retire I'mgoing to wanted to do.
jor
League
l was fortunate
Baseball, that continue to come here and enough to throw
includes gradu- watch them and continue to hard and get
aring from North
drafted."
High School, has
support them:'
Lewis said that
brought about
-Colby Lewis,
he tries to stay
some ban-iers,
Texas Rangers pitcher
humble about
and he credits
his success, esBC coach Tim Painton with get- pecially when coming out to
ting him through a major one.
suppOI1 the Renegades, which he
Lewis was unable to pitch plans to do for as long as he can.
"When I retire l'm going to
during his senior year of high
school, but he found a home at continue to come here and watch
them and continue to support
BC the next year.
"1 was coming off of surgery them." he said. "That stuff (suc. . . and coach Painton gave me cess) comes and goes, and I just
the opportunity to come up here love coming out here and supand pitch,'' he said.
porting these guys."
to

Renegades perform strong at home
By Nestor Fernandez
Reporter

The Bakersfield CoIJege track
team held a seven-school meet
at BC on Feb. 17. The BC squad
posted a total of eight fiTSt-place
finishes that combined both the
men and women. The Renegades
also finished second in three other c<1tegories.
On the men's side, Justin Evans won the 200-meter dash with
a time of 22.64, Davis Loustalot
won the 800 in l:57 .80, Chris
Schwai1z took the 1.500 in
3:58.98, and the 3000 in 8:45.50.
Bevan Wemhoff took second in
the high jump with 1.93 meters,
and Ethan Horsey placed second
in the long jump with a 6.75m
jump.
On the women's side, Tejera
Dial won the 800-meter run in
2:25.26 and teammate Elizabeth Sanchez placed second in
2:25.58. In the 3000-meter steeplechase, Sen-aya Hermosilla
won with a time of 13:57.87. In
the pole vault, Sarena Underwood won with a vault of 2.90m.
In the hammer throw, Breann
Goodman took first place with a
toss of 39 .26m.
The Western State Conference
Relays on Feb. 24 at Citrus College produced many outstai1ding
perfonnances by the BC tean1.
"I thought this was a great
meet for both the men and women," said BC coach Dave Frickel.
"Both teams stepped up and had
some great perfo1mances. We're
making dramatic improvements;
we 're starting to show quality
perfonnances.
"The kids are starting to really
understand the competition as a
higher level than high school."
Even though they placed second to West Los Angeles College, the BC men's 4 x 100 meter
relay team finished with a good
time of 42.45. West L.A.'s winning time was 41.73. The BC
team consisted of Michael Norwood, Myren Moore, Justin Evans, and Walter Hunt.
Jn the men's distance medley relay, the BC squad finished
third and was highlighted by
Schwartz, who ran the 1,600 an-
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Renegades rwmer Chris Schwartz holds on to his lead in the men's 1500-meter race on Feb. 17 at Memorial Stadium.
chor po1tion in 4: 15.
A BC school record was toppled in the women's 4 X 800 meter relay, as the team of Danielle
Tidahl, Tejera Dial, E1izabeth
Sanchez, and Hane Meadows
finished first with a time of
9:53.78.
The same BC men's tean1 that
finished second to West L.A.
in the 4 X 100, ended up beating them in the 4 x 200. as they
took first place with a time of
1:28.53.
A 43-second improvement
from her previous best mark
came from Natalie Fernandez,
when she finished third in the
women's 3000 with a time of
11:10.15.
Schwartz won the men's 3000
with a time of 8:49.49.
The field events saw personal
bests for a couple of the BC athletes.
In the women's hammerttu·ow,

Breann Goodman took first place
with a throw of 133-5 (her personal best). Ethan Horsey also
achieved a personal best mark in
the men's triple jump, winning
the event with a jump of 46-0,
while beati ng Masson Blow of
Allan Hancock College. BC's
Bevan Wemhoff matched the
winning mark of 6-4 3/4 in the
men's high jwnp, but it took an
extra attempt. He also finished
second to Jimmy Darling of Santa Monica College.
BC has a meet March 2 at Antelope Valley College that al')O
involves College of the Canyons,
Saddleback, Antelope Valley
College and San Bernardino Valley College.
"That should be a real good
meet," Frickel said. "There are
some good schools that we
haven't seen. Saddleback and
San Bernardino has some really
good athletes."

GREGORY D. COOK / THE RIP

BC's Sarena Underwood vaults her way over the 2.9-meter
bar to finish first in the women's pole vault event on Feb.
17 at a track and field meet held in Memorial Stadium.

BASEBALL: Pitching has carried lagging offense
Continued from Page 1

be consistent.
Starters Tyler Painton and
Brad Lindsley have solidified the
top of the team's rotation.
Painton, through his first four
starts, is 3-0 with an ERA of 1.17
and 22 strikeouts.
The tean1 's bullpen has closed
out the majority of their victories
with ease to back up the strong
performances by the st.arters.
"Our bullpen has been absolutely phenomena) in the early
part of the season, and it has really been a major shot in the ann
to get us to where we are." coach
Painton said.
Freshman closer Ryan Stapp
has four saves in seven appearances with an ERA of 1.64.
Painton said that, aJthough the
team's rotation ar the top is set,
the coaching staff is still deciding on the third spot and will

make a decision before conference play starts.
Establishing a third starter isn' t
the only concern for the team.
"We haven't been very consistent offensively from a team
stand point, but fortunately
we've had individuals step up
and have good days at the right
time," Painton said. "We're kind
of searching a little bit right now
to find that group of people that
can give us the consistency we
are looking for."
BC is batting .281 as a team.
Tndividually, third baseman Elijah Trail is hitting .372, and Tyler
Painton is hitting .381 from the
designated-hitter spot.
The Renegades' success has
come despite their inconsistencies on offense, and Painton ai1d
his coaching staff are working on
getting all that worked out.
"We have [some time] to kind

of get stuff in order .. . before we
start conference play, and hopefull y we can do that," he said.
"We're spending a lot of time
with individuals on swing mechanics and uying to get some
tirings ironed out. Hopefully that
happens as we head into conference.''
Once conference play struts,
the team's schedule gets much
more structured. The team
played five games in a six-day
span between Feb. 14- 19, and
even though they went 4-1 in
those games, the schedule took
its toll.
"That just doesn't happen in
conference," Painton said. ''The
focus is a little bit different as
opposed. to playing two or tlu-ee
games overthe course of a weekend. So it allows you to get into
a routine that is a little easier to
manage and deal with."
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Renegades shortstop Brent Peterson dives for first base to
avoid an Olympians pick-off attempt during Bakersfield
College's game against San Diego Mesa on Feb. 18 at BC.

Column

New
playoff

system
needed
RIPPING SPORTS I Taking on
every sports issue.
In sports, a lot of the talk
is usuaUy what should be the
c1iteria to make the playoffs,
and if a certain team is even
.---==---. worthy to be
considered
for a playoff
spot.
l
like
how in most
if
sports,
you win tl1e
di v i s i o n ,
you can make the playoffs,
but when two teams are battling for the division and have
identical division or conference records, whal do you
look at next?
I would definitely look at
how the teams played against
each other and then how they
played against the third place
team.
What if each team beat
each other once, and did the
same against the other team?
Well, that's the positjon the
Bakersfield College women's
basketball team found itself
in.
BC and Canyons had the
same conference record and
split the season se1ies.
So, they looked at how they
did against Los Angeles Valley, but they both beat L.A.
Valley once.
Then they looked at how
the teams did against a 7-20
Citrus College ream thar had
forfeited 16 of their games,
and one of those games was
against Canyons.
I think that situation was
handled poorly, and they
could've looked at different
things to decide who would
get the playoff berth because
it 's not. BC's fault that they
had the bad luck that they actually played them twice and
split the season series. Canyons beat Citrus once, and
got another win because of
the forfeit.
The California Community
College Women Basketball
Coaches Association currently has no rule about forfeited games or a situation
like this one, but J think that
somet·hing needs to be put in,
in case something crazy like
this happens again.
BC had a better overalJ
record ai1d the same in conference; it's just too bad that
something crazy like a team
having to forfeit 16 gaines
happened.
I don' t really know what
can be done to change this.
Maybe they can make it so
that forfeited games won't
count as wins, or just not count
those games in tiebreakers for
a playoff be11h.
Another way they could've
settled it is to make it like
baseball; put in a tiebreaker to
get the playoff spot.
There are not many things
better in sport:s when two
teams battle it out for a last
spot in the playoffs. It's as
simple as this: you win. and
you get in.
If you do that, there won't
be tean1s upset that tl1ey
didn't get a fair chance to get
a playoff berth because every
team will leave everything on
the cowl. and there will be no
doubt about who deserves the
playoff spot
l understand why there's
no rule, because who in their
right mind would ever tl1ink
that would happen, but what
I don't understand is how
they didn't look at the overall
record instead of looking at
how they did against a team
that forfeited more than half
of their scheduled games.
Whatever they decide on,
T hope it's somet·hing that is
prepai·ed for a situation like
this.
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The crowd's antidpation grows while waiting for the parade to start on Feb. 18 at Whiskey Flat Days.

50,000flock to Kernville to attend the four-day annual

festival to show appreciation ofheritage and tradition
"I thought I was going to fall off!" said eight year-old Bessie Spielman after getting off
the mechanical bull at Riverside Park during the Whiskey Flat Days festival.
An estimate of 50,000 people attended the annual Whiskey Flats festival in Kemville
this year.
The festival consists of many tluills and exciting activities, and it is held on President's day weekend. On Saturday the town gets together to watch the Whiskey Flat
parnde down KernvilJe road.
The parade shows floats from all walks of life. Some are dressed like
cowboys and others are Indians. Kern Valley High School and CeJTo
Coso Community College also enter the parade and promote their
school spirit.
The festival also has square dancing. an Indian encampment.
carnival rides, food vendors. a melodrama. live music. face
painting, fishing for live trout for the little ones, a Whiskey
Flat mayor election and even a mechanical bull.
The festival is held every year on President's day
weekend. It is a celebration of the old town of Whiskey Flat that existed under what is now Lake Isabella.
Many of the town folk dress up in old western
attire, and participate in the ditforent activities
that are put together by members of the Kemville Chamber. The festjval brings a lot of
life into KemviUe during the dead of winter
months.
The Whiskey Flat celebration started in
1957.
"We still rely on this celebration 55
years later to help us survive thIOugh
the winter months up here in a town of
only 1,8(-0 people," said Cheiy l Borthick,
president of the Kernville Chamber of
Commerce. "That's why il's in February,
and we always pray we have decent weather for the festival."
The name Whiskey Flat dates back to a
couple of years ago. Some believe that the
town acquired its name from all the saloons
that were located within the town. Others date
history back to the 1860's when Adam Hamilton
set a plank on top of two Whiskey Ban-els and called
it Whiskey Flat.
"Some of the folk, mainly the ladies, decided it
was a very unbecoming name for their town and
renamed it Kemville;' said Borthick.
A lot of people that visit the festival like to
go for the food. There are many different food
vendors; some of the most popular by the
visitors are the Indian tacos, kettle corn,
and the Sausage King.
Tanika Waye, a local of Kernville, commented on the event.
"This is my third year coming to this and I come here because of the food ," Waye said.
"It's really good."

Django Stauffer plays the role of Billy Wigs, and Lauren Chaffe portrays a Mrs.
Wiggs, at the Kemville Melodrama on Feb. 18 during Whiskey Flat Days.

Story and Photos
by Angie DelGado
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