SPORTS
Page 9

The Renegade Rip I www.therip.com

Wednesday, May 2, 2012

Softball headed to playoffs with eight seed
By Esteban Ramirez
Sports Editor
Bakersfield College's softball team was
able to clinch a playoff berth thanks in
part to its tough non-conference schedule.
"It's a huge accompl ishment to make
the postseason, and we're very thankfu l to
be in this situation," said BC coach Sandi
Taylor. " I think the team feels a sense of
accomplishment and pride that they were
able accomplish something that they knew
they could do.
"What helped us the most to make the
playoffs was the fact that our non-conference schedule was so tough. I think we
did a great job rising to the challenge of a
tough schedule and it helped us ensure the
playoff spot."
BC went 9-1 l against number one and
two ranked teams, and that record helped
their cause even more against a tough
schedule. BC will play College of the Desert, who finished the season with a record
of 32-4, and ended up being the Foothill
Conference champions.
''l feel that we matchup against [College of the Desert] really well and we
probably have more depth than them, but I
feel we matchup well against everyone in
the playoffs," she said. "Hopefully, we can
get a run going to have a chance to come
back and play at home, and have a shot at
the state championship."
She added that she feels that the break
in-between games will give the team a
chance to get healthier and create a little
momentum for themselves.
BC starting pitcher Julie Estep com-

mented on what it means for the team to
make the playoffs.
"It means a lot that we made it because
it has been our goal to make the playoffs,
and now we have a chance to make a run
at the state championship," she said. "This
really shows how good we are. The talent
we have and how hard we've worked.
"Th is has been a good year so far. We
started off a little rocky, but we were able
to peak at the right time, and we worked
hard and it showed."
BC finished off its regular season
schedule with a doubleheader against
L.A. Valley and both games came down
to the wire.
BC lost the first game 5-4, but it took
unti l the ninth inning to decide a winner.
Estep pitched six innings, only gave up
three runs, six hits and struck out three
batters. Outfielder Brittany Messer led the
team in hits with three.
In the second game, BC responded with
an 8-5 win thanks to four runs in the seventh inning. Three of the four runs came
off the bat of Estep.
Starting pitcher Kaila Williams pitched
al l seven innings and struck out nine batters. Estep had two hits, including a home
mn, and three RBis.
"It was hard to play at L.A. Valley, but
we were able to persevere and that's a
big deal because they're a tough tean1,"
said Estep. "We need to keep doing what
we're doing and keep playing consistently
good."
BC is scheduled to play its first playoff game against College of the Desert on
Mays.

BASEBALL: BC

finishes strong
Continued from Page 1
have the Renegades playing in a three game
series on May 5-6. At the time this publication was sent to the printers, the game against
L.A. Valley had yet to take place. See TheRip.
com for up-to-date results and news for all
BC sports.
According to BC coach Tim Painton, the
team was one win away from hosting its first
series of the playoffs this weekend, but because of the two-way tie with L.A. Valley, the
team could not be seeded any higher.
"If we win one more conference game and
finish second place outright in our conference, we're probably sitting, waiting to play
at home this weekend," Painton said. "RPIwise and record-wise, I think [winning one
more conference game] would have dumped
us into a seven or eight seed."
Despite this, Painton was excited with how
his team matched up with the Monarchs and
said, "There are no surprises, because we're
really familiar with each other."
The Renegades season was led by strong
performances both up and down the lineup
and from the mound.
The team finished tied for first in the state
with 24 home runs, and Jordan Turner led the
team with six.
Shortstop Brent Peterson was, perhaps, the
team's most consistent player through the
season from the leadoff spot, batting .37 1 and
an on-base percentage of .447.
"[Peterson] did a very, very good job over
the last two weeks of conference play," Painton said. "He was extremely hot and did a very
good job for us. From the leadoff spot, your
job is to get on base and allow us the opportunity to score runs, and he did a very good job
with that throughout the entire year."
On the mound, starting pitcher Tyler Painton led the charge, finishing the season 7- 1
with an ERA of 1.55 with 63 strikeouts.
The team fmished 24th in the state in ERA
with 3.37.
"I felt like our pitching was very consistent
throughout the year," coach Painton said. " For
the most part, our starting rotation did a good
job. [Reliever] Ryan Stapp did a good job at
the backend of the bullpen, and our pitching
kept us in most games."
BC has 16 freshmen on the team, and, at
this point, it is uncertain which ones will return.
Painton said that, on paper, the team looks
to have a lot of freshmen returning, but he expects several to move on, by way of the MLB
draft or moving up to a Division-I school.
"What looks like a very top-heavy freshmen roster right now could be depleted in the
next month and a half," he said.
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Bakersfield College pitcher, Julie Estep, delivers a pitch April 15 in the second game of a doubleheader
against Santa Monica College.

BC football is back with avengeance
I

By Megan Luecke
Photo Editor

RENEGADES BC football ready
for a fresh start in 2012

The crowd at this year's 11th U.S. Army
Arena Bowl was ready for some high school
football. This year's arena bowl hosted the
largest attendance in the history of the bowl
game, with 5,280 present for the game.
Along with the large crowd, there were
several players looking to head to Bakersfield College in the fall and play Renegade
football.
One of the players is Bryce Royal, running back for Centennial High School.
Royal has high hopes of continuing as a
running back at BC. His dreams don't stop
at BC, but continue with plans to play at
a Division I college and major in kinesiology.
Aaron Kolb, a quarterback from Taft
High School, felt that it was an honor to
be recognized as one of the best in Kem
County. He was excited to have an opportunity to play in a different style of game.
Now that high school football is over,
Kolb said he is "Getting ready for the next
level; getting ready to move on to BC."
Kolb hopes to play quarterback for BC
and compete. He looks forward to seeing
where it leads.
Austin Tijerina, receiver and running
back for Wasco, was pumped for his final
game of high school football. He was just
as excited for his career at BC with football, and a major in nursing and a minor in
criminal justice in the plans.
Tijerina hopes that BC won't be the end
of his football career. He wants to continue
on to a Division l or II school and then on
to the NFL. Tijerina is not picky where he
gets to go after BC. His only concern is getting to continue playing football.
The football players were not the only seniors that were featured at the Arena Bowl.
Local cheerleaders were also included in
the event.
Jasmine Guevara, a cheerleader from
Wasco High School, made the squad as
well as the squad at BC for the Fall of 2012.
She was part of the half that tried out who
made the squad for the Arena Bowl.
Guevara said that BC means that "I get
to have another chance at cheering, that my
cheer life isn 't over. I am happy because I
only started cheering my sophomore year,
and three years isn't enough," she said.
BC, for Guevara, includes plans to transfer out for veterinary medicine. She is also
excited because it is close to home, and she
knows a lot of friends including football
players and cheerleaders.

By Esteban Ramirez
Sports Editor
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Chris Hannible, number 18, misses a touchdown due to Silas
Nacita, number five, during the April 20 U.S. Army Arena Bowl.
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Diyohn West anticipates the impending kickoff during the April 20
U.S. Army Arena Bowl.

BC track and field qualifies 25 to So Cal Preli ms
By Esteban Ramirez
Sports Editor
Bakersfield College's track
and field team had a great performance at the Western State Conference Finals on April 27, as it
was able to qualify 25 athletes to
the Southern California Prelims.
Ten of the 25 ath letes for BC
qualified in multiple events, including Bert Flores who quali-

fied in the discus and shot put.
Chris Schwartz also qualified
in the 1,500 and 5,000. The BC
women athletes that qualified
were Serena Underwood, Danielle Tildal11, Tijera Dial, Elizabeth Sanchez, Natalie Fernandez,
Serraya Hermosilla, Molly Fitch,
Ensley Davis, Amanda Mosby,
Amanda Smith and Blanca Perez. The other men athletes who
qualified were Walter Hunt, Mi-

chael Norwood, Myren Moore,
Davis Lostalout, Justin Evans,
John Purcell, Triandous Hobson,
Bevan Wemhoff and Eric Fernandez.
"They had a really good day
and they were on top of their
game," said BC coach David
Frickel. "We were impressed
how many qualified."
Overall the BC women finished eighth, the men fmished

third while West L.A. got first in
both.
" I hope that we can perform at
a high level at the Southern California Prelims and get a chance
to compete in the finals," said
Frickel.
The Southern California PreIims will be at San Diego Mesa
on May 5, and the Southern California Finals will be at the same
location the following week.

After a disappointing season
this past year, which was riddled
with injuries to key players, the
Bakersfield College football
team hopes that they can bounce
back this upcoming season,
while having to deal with a tough
schedule.
"The guys have been working
hard, and we have the toughest
schedule we've had in a while,
so we got to continue working
on getting better," said BC coach
Jeff Chudy.
He said there are things they
have to work on in the future.
"I still think we have to improve on our offensive line,"
he said. "We got to protect our
quarterback and be able to run
the ball consistently. It's an area
that we struggled with last year,
so hopefully we can improve on
that."
He added that they're excited
about Brian Burrell, quruterback,
for this upcoming season.
"We're excited about Brian.
He's been working hard to get
back after getting hurt last year,"
he said. "After he got hurt we
weren 't able to get consistent
play out of that position, so it will
be great to have him back. He's
got a ton of talent, great work
ethic and he leads by example, so
I think he can be as good as any
guy that has played here."
He added that with them having a highly competitive schedule, all they can do is take it a day
at a time and hope to dodge injuries because that hurt them this
past year. He also expla ined that
BC has a big incoming freshman
class, and a lot of them are local
players.
"We got a huge class coming
in, and l think they' ll give big
contributions to al I three phases
of the game," he said. "We expect
them to come in and compete for
a sta,ting spot, and anytime you
have good competition it can
on ly help out your team."

All-conference teams
Baseball

Softball

First team

First team

Brent Peterson IF
Jordan Turner OF
Tyler Painton Utility
Ryan Stapp RP

Kara Frankhouser C

Second team

Honorable Mentions

Jon Suda IF
Isaiah Turner OF
Bryan Haney C

Kaila Williams
Brittany Messer

Second team

Jazmine Irvin IF
Kaitlin Toerner OF

Gold Gloves

Elijah Trail 3B
*Tyler Painton SP

*Tyler Painton nominated
co-player of the year
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Six school records broken by BC swimmers
By Esteban Ramirez
Sports Editor

Bakersfield College's swim
team hosted the Western State
Conference Championships on
April 19-21, and BC broke six
school records along with five
swimmers going to state.
Matt Prasser broke the record
in the men's 50 freestyle with a
time of21.26.
Francesca Wyatt improved on
her record in the women's 1650
freestyle with a time of 18 minutes 21.11 seconds, and Joshua
Delarosa broke the record in
the men's 200 backstroke with
1:54.22.
Also, the men's 200 and 400
medley relays broke school records along with the men's 400
freestyle relay.
Prasser, Delarosa, Jake Reed,
Wyatt and Catherine Lugo all
advanced to state.
"We did great," said Prasser.
".Everyone did really well, and it
seemed everyone was doing their
best time, if not close to it.
"A lot of us were relieved to
see that eight months of hard
work has really paid off."
BC coach Charlie Pike commented on how the team performed.
"They did awesome," said
Pike. "Our kids were dropping
time in everything, and all the
hard work they put in really
paid off in the WSC Championships."
He added that he was devastated that his three men's relay
teams didn't qualify for state.
"I couldn't sleep for two days
because the top 12 make it and
we got 13 by hundreds of a second," he said.
"It's a weird formula they have
for relays.
"If one of your relays make it
in the top 12 then all the other relays get to go to state as well, so
there are some relay teams that
are slower than us."
BC as a team took fourth
with 855 behind Ventma College (1,526), Cuesta College
(1,219) and Santa Monica College (946).
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BC swimmer Jake Reed gets set up for a race during the
Western State Conference Finals at Bakersfield College on
April 20.
Pike added that he was happy
to see Prasser break a record he's
had his eye on.
"I was really happy and stoked
because Matt has had his eye on
that record the whole year," he
said.
"He's been getting closer with
each meet and to see him break it
was exciting."
Prasser commented on breaking a record that was held for
over 20 years.
"It was amazing," he said.
"Ever since I came here I asked
Coach what the record was, and
I'm happy that I finally got it.
"All T cou Id do is just say,
'thank you Jesus.'
"There are records that I wanted, but I thought this was the
most achievable.
"I believe everything Coach
told me and it helped me accomplish the record."
Prasser added that he thought
that having their home pool was
very important.
"I know we would've done
good if it was somewhere else,
but I don't think we would've
done as good," he said.
Reed also had an impressive time in the anchor leg of
the men's 200 medley relay.

He would've broken Prasser's
record for the 50 freestyle, but
since it was a relay, individual
times don't count as a record.
"I've been doing really well,
and I've been able to drop time
on everything," he said.
"Everything is going well for
me and I feel great, so hopefully
I can continue to do better and
work on the small things like
starts and turns."
Pike also explained that Lugo
strained her shoulder, which is
the same shoulder she had injmed a month ago.
But Pike says that she will be
able to swim at state.
"It's hit or miss at state, so
we'll see," said Pike.
"The top eight get medals, and
I really would like to see all of
them get medals."

BC swimmer results at the
California Community College State Championships
Swimmer

Event

Place

Matt Prasser men's 50 freestyle
Francesca Wyatt women's 1650 freestyle

Josh Delarosa

men's 200 backstroke

YOU'RE INVITED TO AN

Alumni Panel Forum
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 7-9PM AT SAN JOAQUIN COLLEGE OF LAW
We hopeyouwill join us at
SanJoaquinCollege of Law's
Alumni Panel Foru m. Listen to
apanel of 6 ofour alumni in
very diverse areas of practice to
better understand what options
adegree in law can provide.
Ask questions, and engage in
dialogue tosee if this career
and San JoaquinCollege of Law
isagood fit for you.

'''''''

'

Zepure Attashian
Sole Practitioner, Family Law

Art Baggett
Water Law and SJCL Adjunct Professor

Trudi Manfredo
Sole Practitioner, Bankruptcy, Family Law

William Mccomas
Banking, Construction and Real Estate Litigation

Christina Skaf Hathaway
Central California Legal Services

Rick Wolfe
Children's Hospital, Central California

SAN JOAQUIN
COLLEGE OF LAW
One Degree. A World ofOptions.

SJCL ADMITS STUDENTS OF ANY RACE, COLOR, AND NATIONAL OR ETHNIC ORIGIN.

sjcl.edu
559.323.2100

6
7

Above: BC swimmer Francesca Wyatt greets her opponent after a race at Bakersfield
College on April 20.
Below: A BC swimmer takes a breath in the middle of a stroke during a race on April 20.
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Athletes of the year return home and excel
Athletes of the year I Toe Renegade Rip gives you your athletes of the year, due to their great performances on the track and the court over the year.

Column

BC sports
finishing
year 1n
style
RIPPING SPORTS I Taking on
every sports issue.

Stories by Esteban Ramirez
After not competing in about two
years, Bakersfield College track and
field athlete Chris Schwartz has progressively gotten back to the same
level that had gotten him number one
rank honors in the state while in high
school.
"I'm doing very well this year, and
it's blowing my mind how fast I'm going right now," said Schwa,tz. "I've
exceeded all the expectations I had
coming into this year, but I want to
keep doing better. Also, I want to get
under three minutes and 45 seconds in
the 1,500, and for the 5,000 I want to
get under 14 minutes."
He started off the season with a time
of 4: 11.58 in the 1,500 and started
the 5,000 with 14:53.09, which he
didn 't start competing in until halfway
through the sea,;on. He has continued
to drop time on those events throughout the year, until he finally broke the
records in both events at the Mt. SAC
relays on April 14. In the 1,500 he had
a BC record time of3:49.19, and broke

the school record in the 5,000 with a
time of 14:34.38. The old record in
the 1,500 belonged to Charlie Wallace
with a time of 3:52.08 in 1981, and
Angel Correo held the 5,000 record of
14:52.08 in 1978.
"l bike up here Monday through
Friday and after classes I bike to work
and bike back up here for practice has
helped me get in shape," he said. "I
also think that Coach [David] Frickel
helped me by giving me training that
helped my speed and stamina for every
race."
He added that his most memorable
moment this year was when he was
able to break the records on the 1,500
and 5,000 at the Mt. SAC relays.
"l was excited that I broke them, but
at first I wasn 't sure if I could do it," he
said. "So, to break them on the same
day was just special and it made me
feel overjoyed."
Schwartz also mentioned that he will
be retuming next year and as of this
moment hasn't looked at any schools.

After leaving Ventura College after
one year to come play for the Bakersfield College women 's basketball team,
Jausecca Cockeral, starting point guard,
was able to help BC to a good season
along with winning Western State Conference Most Valuable Player.
" I d10ught I had a good year, and I
think it was better than my first year
in college," said Cockeral. " I improved
throughout the year, but I still think
there are areas T can still improve on. J
thought I improved on scoring the most
because before I didn't shoot often.
l think it mostly had to do with confidence because in high school I didn't
have to shoot since we had a lot of good
scorers so I was fine with just passing
the ball. We have some good scorers
here too, but my teammates always told
me to shoot it more."
She added that a memorable moment
this year for her was the final game of
the season because they were in a tough
situation, but they found a way to win.
"We went into overtime and every-

one on the team worked hard, and I was
proud of how we played as a team."
Cockeral graduated from Stockdale
high school and then went onto Ventura
before coming here. Along with getting
WSC MVP, she also made the all-state
team and averaged 13.8 points, eight rebounds and seven assists per game.
"Coming over to BC, I didn't know
what to expect or if the team would
accept me, but it turned out great,"
she said. " J think it was a lot easier to
comeback home and play at BC because
of everyone here," she said. "They accepted me not only as a player but as a
person, and I got a chance to play with
a great bunch of girls and to learn under
great coaches."
She added that this is her final year at
BC since it was her second year playing on a college team, but she wants
to continue to play basketball and help
contribute in any way to the school she
decides to attend. The schools she is
considering are University of Nebraska
and University of Texas.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM

at the Main Fresno Campus

at the Bakersfield Center

• More than
60 areas of study

SCHEDULE A VISIT

• World-class
professors

where you can tour the campus,

Make an appointment to visit us,
meet with your admissions

• Get the classes you
need to graduate on time

counselor, get your transcripts

• Active campus life

questions answered. Sign up at

• Financial aid available

evaluated and have all your

experiencefpu.com/visit-us

• Affordable, quality
education

• Evening classes,
one night a week
• Financial aid
available
• Affordable,
quality
education

PROGRAMS OFFERED
Business Administration:
Management Emphasis
Business Administration:
Organizational Leadership Emphasis
Christian Ministry and Leadership
Criminology & Restorative Justice Studies*
Early Childhood Development
Liberal Arts
RN to BSN*

fresno.edu
Main Fresno Campus 559-453-2039
Bakersfield Center 661-617-4500
Visalia Center* 559-302-4100

FRESNO PACIFIC
UNIVERSITY

It's easy to say that Bakersfield
College athletics was headed for
a down year when the football
team had a disappointing year,
but I say we've had a pretty good
year in athletics.
Most people forget that the
footba ll team was doing pretty
good until their starting quarterback Brian ,----=----.
Burrell got injured for the
season.
Even
then
we've
seen
some pretty incredible performances during
the fall semester. BC women's
golf had an OK year, BC women's soccer team had a pretty
good season even though they
missed out on the post season,
cross-country had another good
year and best of al I vol leybal I
made the postseason.
Sure men 's basketball struggled, but the women had a good
season winning the Western
State Conference and finishing
undefeated at home for the first
time ever.
It was just too bad they didn 't
make the playoffs because of the
dumb no rule on forfeited games.
Otherwise, they would've made
the playoffs and made a pretty
good run in the playoffs. Fortunately, the fall sports really have
done well.
Track and field is shining
bright behind some really good
athletes.
The swimming team has had a
good year with record-breaking
performance and five swimmers
going to state in the final year
for BC swimming coach Charlie
Pike.
Also, the softball team clinched
a playoff berth and the baseball
team also made the playoffs.
So, don't think we've had a
bad year just because the "best"
sports teams didn't make the
playoffs or have a disappointing
season.
You've got to look at all the
other sports and how they have
done.
Even if that sport might not be
the most interesting or popular in
your mind it is still a successful
sport, so don't measure the success by how big you think that
certain sport is.
In every sport, even though
the certain team might not have
made the postseason, every team
had at least a couple of players
that had outstanding years.
Also, most of the teams this
year were loaded with freshman that contributed big to their
teams, so I think that every team
will be so much better next year
with most of the key players returning for every key spo,t.
We've seen record-breaking
performances from start to finish, so don 't discount how we've
done this year.
Women's golfer Malea Mill.er
shot a school record 68; track
and field athlete Chris Schwartz
broke records in the 1,500 and
5,000; swimmer Matt Prasser
broke the school record in the 50
freestyle.
Swimmers Josh Delarosa and
Francesca Wyatt also broke records.
It would've been great to see
football and men's basketball
make the playoffs or at least have
successful seasons, but I'm not
going to say that we've had a bad
year in athletics. And this year
was a good start for most of the
sports since most of the teams
were freshmen dominated. This
year was good, but next year will
be even better since they got very
valuable experience.
What would make this year
even better is if both the baseball
and softball teams can make the
State Final Four since both of the
State Final Four will be here at
BC.
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By Nicholas Sparling
Reporter
Though it may not entitle you to a day off of
school, Record Store Day was certainly celebrated
downtown at Going Underground Records. People
waited outside for the business to open to have the
chance to thumb tlu-ough a collection of selected
dollar-priced records.
Record Store Day was Saturday, April 21. According to Ronald Ramirez, the owner of Going
Underground Records, Record Store Day is, "an
event celebrating record stores and the act of buying records and trying to support your local record
store instead of buying stuff online or buying digital and iTunes.
"It is an event to get people stoked to buy records, and people who usually don't buy records."
Crates of records selected by Ramirez were offered outside of the store for a dollar until I p.m.
when the prices were lowered to 50 cents and then
25 cents after 3 p.m.
All of the records were selections that Ramirez
had multiples of or that he thought people "would
really enjoy."
The event had a series of DJs who played their
choice of records throughout the day. According
to one of the DJs, Jordan Aguirre, "Ronald just invited us down here when we were shopping for
records earlier in the week and asked us to spin
some records."
Aguirre was enthusiastic about the day's musical accompaniment saying, "Everyone's playing
some really hot jams."
Disappointed about how many record stores Bakersfield has lost, Aguirre was thankful to Ramirez

for what his store does for the
downtown scene.
" Ronald's been going strong for quite
some time and we're grateful for that," he
said. " He's got a selection for everybody and
we're also grateful for that."
Jeff Pedro was one customer who was new to
Record Store Day, but glad to have found out
about it.
" I got paid, and I got records," said Pedro, "I
found plenty of old school hip-hop. That's what
I do."
Pedro found out about Record Store Day
tlu·ough his daughter who was accompanying him
on his record hunt, and she found out about the
event through Facebook.
One of the employees who helped the store out
with the day was Adam Schwartz, who has been
working at Going Underground Records on-andoff for years now.
" It's been awesome," said Schwa11z. "This is
the biggest one yet. It has been pretty busy. There
were people here waiting for us to open. Each year
it 's gotten bigger."
Schwartz attributes the growth each year to increased publicity and the spread of the news on
social networking sites.
Some people were just spending time at the
store enjoying the atmosphere.
A person like Langdon Alder who has been
coming to Going Underground Records since they
opened at the current downtown location was enjoying his second Record Store Day.
According to Alder, "Albeit it's a scorcher, the
vibes are really positive," said Alder. " I feel a definite welcoming of sunm,er today."
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Andrew Winton, barista at Dagny's Coffee, played a collection of rare punk 45's for
Record Store Day.

Sabrina Ramirez spins records April 21 at Going Underground Records. Ramirez was one of many guest DJs on Record
Store Day.

Bakersfield CoJJege student Jordan Aguirre spins
a unique mix for Record Store Day.
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Customers browse records April 21 at Going Underground
Records on Record Store Day.

Adam Schwartz rings up records at Going Underground Records during Record Store Day on April 21.

