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Smoking vote has no effect this semester
By Graham C Wheat
Features Editor

A new smoking policy will
soon take hold at Bakersfield
College; however, not as soon as
one would think.
From the start of the spring
2013 semester running through
Jan. 27, a vote was held to determine the fate of BC’s smoking
policy.
That vote was a choice between designated smoking areas
and a tobacco free campus.
Although the results for the
smoking policy will be in by
the time of this article printing,
whatever the decision, it will not
take effect immediately.

“It most likely won’t go into
effect until the next academic
school year, which would be fall
2013,” said Nick Acosta, general counsel for Student Government Association. “That gives us
time to plan and get everything
ready.”
Acosta was a part of the BCOUGH initiative at BC, a group
who proposed the ban.
He helped explain the numerous processes it will take before
the ban is fully enforceable.
“You have to go to the shared
governance, that means the Administration Council, Academic
Senate, CSA ,CCA [ both staff
union organizations],” said
Acosta. “That is our way of mak-

ing sure that every employee of say.”
Bakersfield College who will be
He also talked of the possible
affected by this has a chance to designated areas, if that is what
voice their opinion.”
indeed goes into effect.
He elaborated more on the
“We have had discussions as
course of the decision.
a committee as to the best loca“The process of
tions, [while] still
presenting it to the
making sure we
Inside
shared governance
are within the state
is such: a meeting to Students react to the law,” said Acosta.
present it, and then new smoking policy “We are looking
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the next meeting it
at trying to make
would be voted on,”
it convenient, like
said Acosta.
near the parking lot entrances
“Each group will basically and exits [while] staying within
have two meetings, one to talk those boundaries.”
about it, and one to vote it. After
Acosta was confident that this
the shared governance has been time around, whatever the new
hit, then it goes to the college policy, it would be enforceable.
president, and that is the final In the past other smoking bans

quickly fell into disarray. Acosta
stated that ticketing would go
into effect whatever the policy
turns out to be. Thanks to a senate bill, AB 795, colleges can
levy fines from zero to 99 dollars
against smoking.
“We are thinking about a tier
system with escalating fines, the
first time might be a warning,”
he said. “When it first goes into
effect, the first couple of weeks
students won’t know. One of the
main things is that AB 795 is going to give us the ability to have
some teeth with it.”
Acosta gave reasons as to why
this smoking ban would last.
“I have talked to Sgt. Counts
and a security officer on our

council and asked them what do
you need to enforce this,” said
Acosta.
“One thing they said was that
they needed a quicker process to
fill out these tickets.”
He cited ideas of a streamlined
ticket to help this process.
This included talks with the
business office to pay said tickets.
As to whether this policy will
create a fracture on the campus Acosta said, “I am hoping
not. I hope this resolves it. We
knew people wanted some form
of change, it’s obvious there is
a change that needs to happen.
The vote was their chance to say
what kind of change it is.”

Leader Student gladly gave her brother a kidney
here for
‘long
haul’
By Hannah Breeland
Opinions Editor

By Martin Chang
Editor in Chief

Sonya Christian, Bakersfield College’s new president,
has a vision of community
and stability for the college
and its students.
Since fall 2004, there have
been three presidents, including Christian, and three interim presidents. Plus, several
deans of different departments
have come and gone.
Christian plans to address
this in two ways. First, she
plans on personally being
here and putting issues of stability at the forefront.
“The stability of the college
is front and center in terms of
my focus. I plan on being at
BC for a long time. I was at
BC 10 years ago, I was here
as a faculty member, then as
a dean before I left in 2002,”
she said. “So coming back in
2013, I’m here for the long
haul.”
Secondly, she has plans to
fill in the vacant administrative positions with staff who
have been working at the
school a long time.
“I sent out a call to our
faculty and staff and said,
‘I would like you to step up
for an 18-month transitional
period while we figure out
the reorganization,’ because
these are individuals that
have been at the college for
a long time and I wanted to
draw on the longevity, the
commitment that people have
to this college, to step into administrative roles,” Christian
explained.
Two positions have been
filled out in this way. Liz Rosell will be the dean of STEM,
and Leah Carter will become
the dean of Career and Technical Education.
Christian believes that by
filling in these administrative
positions this way will prevent the “turbulence created
by turnover.”
In spring of last year, the
president at the time, Robert
Jensen, said that “everything
is on the table” when it came
to cuts at BC and said that the
“major change” would happen this semester. Christian
said that these cuts have hapPlease see SONYA, Page 9

provided by Rose Rodriquez

Rose Rodriquez and her older brother Joesph hold up kidney pillows. After four years
of waiting and testing Rose was able to give her kidney to her brother.

On Jan. 16, Bakersfield College student Rose Rodriquez had
surgery, but it wasn’t to benefit
her. It was for her brother.
Rodriquez, 21, who is currently a culinary major, donated
her kidney to her brother Joseph
Rodriquez, 27.
“When my brother was 3, he
was diagnosed with hydronephrosis, which is what messed up
his kidney,” Rose said. “They
took one out and saved the other
with a ureter re-transplant.”
That first transplant took place
when Joseph was 15, but Rose
said that he needed certain medication that was hard to get without insurance.
She said the insurance was
hard to get with a major pre-existing condition. A couple years,
she said, the transplant was no
good, and on May 2, 2008 Joe
was put on dialysis.
Dialysis is the process for removing waste and excess water
from the blood. This means going to the hospital throughout the
week, Rodriquez explained. In
her brother’s case, he goes three
times a week.
“I wanted to give my brother
my kidney when I was 17, but
my parents wanted me to wait,”
Rose said.
“At 18, I tried again but doctors wanted me to wait till I was
done growing so they said when
I was 21. In October 2012 they
did a cross-match test, turns out
I was a perfect match 6 out of 6.
They asked if I wanted to con-

tinue and I, of course, said yes.
So they scheduled three days of
testing.”
Rodriquez underwent tests
ranging from blood samples,
urine samples and X-rays, as
well as meeting with urologists,
nephrologists, psychologists and
surgeons.
“I had to talk to psychologists
because they wanted to make
sure this is what I wanted to do,”
she said, “if they felt I was being
forced into it or didn’t want to do
it, they wouldn’t have let me go
through with the surgery. That
was stressful.”
Before the surgery, Rodriquez
explained what she had to do
to prepare. “Two weeks before
the surgery, I had to stop drinking carbonated drinks,” she said.
“Then two days before I had a
clear liquids diet, which sucked
so bad.”
On Jan. 16, Rodriquez checked
into UCLA medical center and
went under. A few hours later,
her brother received his sister’s
kidney without difficulty.
After spending the night, Rodriquez was discharged to an
outpatient hotel, then she returned home while her brother
stayed for four more days to be
monitored. Joseph Rodriquez returned home on Jan. 20.
“My biggest fear was something would go wrong and his
body would reject it. Now that
it’s all over, I’m happy for him.
He doesn’t have to do dialysis
anymore. That was a real drag
on his body. I’m glad he gets his
nights back and in a way his life
back.”

BC food pantry
open more days
By Ruben Perez
Reporter

The Renegade food pantry has
increased its distribution to eight
times a semester.
The food pantry provides food
for Bakersfield College students.
Last semester the pantry had
to cut the days they distributed
down from eight times in a semester to four times that semester.
Student Government Association council member Nick
Acosta explained the reason for
the cut.
“There was some issues that
happened with where we got our
money for the pantry from,” said
Acosta. “Because of that, we had
to fund it out of a different account which has less money.”
The pantry is able to distribute
more now thanks to donations

from the BC community. “Between the SGA donating money
and the faculty, administrators,
and staff donating more money,
we’ve been able to budget it for
the whole semester,” said Acosta. “Basically, I’ve put it down
like a floor plan on how to make
sure that each semester you have
enough money coming out of all
of these accounts to cover for a
whole semester.”
In addition to faculty and staff
donations, the SGA has also
planned events in March that
would raise awareness on issues
affecting students in need.
“We’re going to have a speaker,” he said. “She’ll be speaking
on poverty and hunger and issues
like that, and the week before she
comes, we planned a fundraising
banquet for the pantry.
“A lot of students need this.
There is a homeless population

photos by alana garrett / The Rip

Catherine Kimerer at the food pantry packs a bag filled with hot tea and cocoa on Jan.
24. Run by SGA, the pantry now distributes eight times a semester.
of BC students.
“So I think it’s great that we
have a program that can help

them and help other students that
are struggling.”
If you would like to receive

food from the pantry’s distribution you need to sign up the week
of distribution in CC-4.
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‘Spring’ attempts to awaken its audience

photos by Sharida Rejon / The Rip

The male cast of “Spring Awakening” performs one of the many musical numbers from the show. It was showing in January and it will be running through Feb. 16 at Empty Space.
By Ruben Perez
Reporter
The Empty Space Theater is
opening its 11th season with the
musical “Spring Awakening” directed by Kristina Saldana and
Brian Sivesind.
The musical is a coming-ofage story about German teenagers in the 1890s.
“As soon as the rights were
available we knew we had to do

it,” said Saldana. “It was a show
that was meant for our space, and
if you see pictures or video of the
original Broadway production,
you’ll see that it’s sort of set up
like The Empty Space.”
Some of the topics in the musical revolve around suicide, sex,
atheism, homosexuality, and
general teenage angst. This did
not faze the directors at all.
“The good and bad thing about
The Empty Space is we’re sort of

known as the edgier theater,” she
said. “On one hand, people sort
of expect it from us, but on the
other hand, new people aren’t
very aware of the types of things
we do here, but we like to push
the bar a little bit.”
“For me, the best kind of theater makes us discuss something,
and I think that this show will
hopefully spur discussion about
kids and how to communicate
with parents,” said Sivesind.

Even with the scandalous
subject matter, people were not
deterred from auditioning for
“Spring Awakening.”
“As soon as people heard we
were doing Spring Awakening,
the buzz grew and grew and grew
and we had something like 50
people audition for the 11 roles,”
said Saldana.
“It says some important things
about our society and life. Hopefully people get something out of

it,” said Sivesind.
“We were very happy with
who showed up and there were
actually people we had to turn
away that we probably could’ve
used and would’ve been brilliant,” said Sivesind.
The musical’s opening weekend was met with very warm response from audience.
“It’s a rock musical,” said Saldana. “It’s about love, believing
in something, finding out who

you are and it’s all these universal themes of sadness and love
and angst and death and all these
things that people can relate to.
So I feel like there’s a little bit of
something for everyone.”
The Empty Space is doing at
least one more musical this year
but hopes to do a total of three
or four.
“Spring Awakening” will be
performed at The Empty Space
Theater until Feb. 16.

“ For me, the best kind of theater makes us discuss
something, and I think that this show will hopefully
spur discussion...It says some important things about
our society and life. Hopefully people get something
out of it.”
–Brian Sivesind,
Director, Spring Awakening

Left: Timothy Anthony Jr. exhibits his musical talents by
singing one of the songs from the new musical.
Bottom: The female cast performs a song from the new
musical now showing at The Empty Space.
Right: Taylor Dunn sings the opening number of “Spring
Awakening.”

Crafty ladies create eco-friendly candles with much love
By Robin Shin
Online Editor
Only a handful of people in the
world are able to have the motivation to make their hobbies into
a business. The two founders
of Happily Ever After Candles
(HEAC), Elizabeth Valle, 26,
and Stephanie Velasco, 22, are
two childhood friends who are
currently building their hobbies
into a business.
Valle is a business major at
Bakersfield College, and Velasco
transferred out of BC and into
CSUB back in 2010 and is studying child adolescent and family.
“We were trying to look for
a hobby,” stated Velasco when
asked how the idea of making
candles came to mind.
While Valle is working full
time and is a part-time student,

and Velasco is a student teacher,
the two use their spare time to
make their candles.
The two friends began making their candles back in October 2011. They use a supplier in
order to get their different scents
and waxes.
HEAC uses soy wax, which is
not harmful and burns clean, and
lasts longer than non-soy waxes.
“It’s like cooking,” stated Velasco when asked how the candle
making process worked.
The process of making a candle takes Velasco and Valle an
estimated 45 minutes to an hour,
while the candle is estimated to
last just a little over 26 hours.
While they have seasonal
candles for sale, scents such as
pumpkin spice and brown sugar, HEAC also has their regular
scents, lime and basil, being one

Robin Shin / The Rip

Happily Ever After Candles come in a variety of scents.
of their best sellers. They also
have scents such as flower shops
and sweet pea, which are also
popular.
They also take requests, one

of the examples being coconut
scented candles.
“We put our efforts and let it
run,” stated Valle, “we’re not
known but we are local.”

With the support of their family and friends, HEAC was able
to come with a design for their
candles and ideas for their current and future scents.
“We’re creating our own scents
by researching,” stated Valle.
With the help of a friend of both
Valle and Velasco, the two candle makers have taken the idea of
creating a bacon scented candle,
the scent has not been made into
a candle yet, but the two are
thinking about it in their future.
Currently the HEAC is promoted during the monthly First
Friday event.
They also have a Facebook
page, and a business card, which
you can use to order candles to
be delivered.
Valle went on to state that their
candles are free to smell when
seen promoting, and that there

isn’t a pressure to buy their products, “consumers are happy and
that is most important to us.”
While only using First Friday
as their current primary source of
sales, HEAC is planning on taking on vendors and shop owners
who approach them during the
event and give them ideas to help
out with their sales.
They aren’t able to sell during
the summer due to the heat melting their candles.
Valle stated that they have
plans for the future of their candles but currently are taking on
ideas and offers, which will benefit their sales.
Their 10-ounce candles are
currently $8 and their bigger candles range from 10$ and over.
“Give it a try,” said Velasco,
“they [candles] sell by themselves.”
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Bakersfield College theater reboots a classic play
By Samantha Briggs
Reporter
This semester “The Birds” are
coming to Bakersfield. Bakersfield
College theater students will be performing the Greek comedy “The
Birds” in April.
“I think it’s time that BC and the
community have some Greek theater, especially Greek comedy.”
Director Kimberly Chin said on
her choice to do a Greek play.
“We need to have fun and enjoy
ourselves,” said Chin. “We haven’t
done any Greek Theater here in our
community that I’m aware of, and
we should be doing more of it.”
“The Birds” is a fourth century

Greek comedy written by Aristophanes and has been described as a
comedic masterpiece.
“The Birds is about two Athenian
men who are upset about living in
Athens because of people being materialistic and money hungry,” Chin
explained.
“They want to find another place
to live, a Utopia.
“In Greek comedies typically you
are bashing public figures, celebrities and politicians. The Birds is
more of a fantasy.”
Chin’s version of the play has a
bit of a twist.
“I’m actually adapting the script,”
she said. “I’m sticking to the Aristophanes’ work; I’m just adding some

modern touches.
“It will contain modern references
and things we should be aware of in
pop culture as well as politics.”
This Greek play with a twist will
showcase different types of birds
and zany characters.
“All of the birds will have various
personalities,” she said. “We have a
peacock that is sassy and flamboyant he’s kind of a diva, played by
Domingo Ramirez Jr.
“We have really talented actors
who really get to strut their stuff in
this show; we get to highlight everyone’s skills.”
Chin elaborated on the play’s set
and costumes.
“The costumes are going to be

pretty extravagant, as well as the
makeup and set,” she said.
“It’s going to take quite a bit of
time for the actors to get into their
hair and makeup due to everything
that has to be applied.”
Chin is very excited for everyone
to see how everything comes together.
“Everyone should go see ‘The
Birds’ to support fellow BC students,
also because it’s going to be hilarious and a lot of fun,” Chin said.
“There will be music, dancing,
and extravagant costumes.
“I think there’s something for everyone in the play.”
The dates for the performances
have not been set yet.

New radio station kicks out the jams

Graham C Wheat / The Rip

DJ Tiny speaks to her listeners during her show “The Nerd Drive at Five” airing on KSVG 89.7 Savage Radio. Founded by Jake
Chavez and Greg Looney, the station broadcasts a mix of punk, reggae, college rock and local bands.
By Graham C Wheat
Features Editor
Don’t adjust your radio dials, that
eclectic sound you hear is KSVG
89.7 Savage Radio invading the airwaves of Bakersfield.
After six long years from the first
idea, to being on the air, the project
that has been the brainchild of Jake
Chavez and Greg Looney, is finally
broadcasting their mix of punk, reggae, and college rock over the signal
through Bakersfield’s newest community radio station.
For approximately two months
they have been broadcasting elusively from a small room, with the day’s
music playlist on loose-leaf paper
and old Black Flag posters by Ray
Pettibon on the walls, Savage radio
is slowly turning Bakersfield ears to
their brand of underground rock.
“We knew it was going to be DoIt-Yourself, but we are broke and
happy,” said Looney on the nature
and process of starting a community
radio station.
Both men devoted hundreds, if
not thousands, of hours to make this
radio station come together. Whether it was spending 12-hour days
constructing the transmitter tower,
or sinking retirement funds and tip
money for the purchase of radioquality mixers, both men were diligent and dedicated to getting what
both believe was a necessity for the
community of Bakersfield.
Looney elaborated on what that
necessity was.
“When you listen to Sirius or XM
radio, those people are broadcasting from New York,” said Looney.
“The show might be good, but you
don’t know who that guy is. [Savage
Radio] is about a community, and

doing something for the people of
this town that we really needed. It
needed a personal touch.”
Both Chavez and Looney should
have a good idea of what is good for
this town musically. Chavez is the
former owner of the now defunct
Downtown Records, and has had his
finger on the pulse of good reggae,
punk and ska music since he was a
teenager.
Looney is a bartender at a popular Bakersfield watering hole and
whose musical past lay in the punk
genres.
Both also had a brief affair with
radio at Bakersfield College’s former radio station and a pirate radio
station in Bakersfield during the
90’s.
It truly is a community process
and family affair at KSVG.
“We are like brothers and sisters,”
said Looney. “We fight like brothers
and sisters, but we all have the same
goal.”
All 15 volunteer disc jockeys, including Looney and Chavez, pick
their own music to broadcast during their shows, such as DJ Tiny’s
two-hour block “The Nerd Drive at
Five,” where she plays artists like
Weezer or They Might Be Giants.
All music is hand selected from the
DJ’s personal collection, which includes local artists too.
“We wanted a different vibe with
our DJ’s,” said Chavez.
As Looney was signing off and
sitting back down for the interview,
he couldn’t stop remarking about
a new song by a British band The
Cribs called “Chi-Town” that he had
played during his program. The excitement that they feel playing their
music is translating through the airwaves.

“Two of my good friends are married and used to listen to their iPods
in the car,” said Chavez explaining
some of the communities excitement. “They used to fight all the
time over what to listen to. They
said now they just turn on 89.7 and
no more fighting.
“KSVG, keeping couples together since 2013.”
Looney acknowledged the idea of
their proverbial punk rock phoenix
rising from the ashes of radio in a
digital age.
“We are like a steampunk radio
station,” said Chavez, “We’re just
kinda old school.”
“We are more punk than we
thought,” added Looney.
Each told of the difficulties they
have had with becoming a broadcast-quality radio station, giving an
example of learning the fine art of
the broadcast mixer in the first two
weeks.
“We turned the gain way up and
thought, ‘hey it’s loud, it must be
good,’” said Looney.
“Our friend who is good with
technical stuff like that took one
look at it and figured out why we
had splashy vocals,” added Chavez,
referring to DJ’s vocals being too
loud.
Now that the radio station is off
the ground with listeners tuning in,
Chavez and Looney are focused on
expanding the stations listening area
and audience.
Chavez began by elaborating on
the difficult process of being a community radio station.
“We have to promote our station
literally one at a time,” Chavez said.
“Every kid I talk to, I ask them,
‘have you heard the station?’”
As Chavez made this comment,

DJ JoeSex, who’s show consists
of dark ambient electronic music
among other things, brought a fresh
batch of Savage stickers that he personally made to distribute throughout Bakersfield.
“Now it is all about building,”
Chavez said. “We have to focus on
getting a better signal, getting our
station on the Internet, and getting
more sponsors.”
To reach that goal both men spoke
of ideas like a St. Patrick’s Day benefit show, forming a Savage Radio
street team to spread the word, and
making friends with BC and CSUB
to get the college student contingent.
“We just need to multiply,” said
Looney.
Currently, the station broadcasts
from noon to midnight daily, though
there are plans in place to convert to
a 24-hour station soon.
“Any day now,” said Looney.
No matter the difficulties, both
men are confident in the people of
Bakersfield and the passion that
those people have for good music.
Their motto for the station is taken
from a Black Flag show flyer, “If
punx could only unite, we could do
anything.”
Chavez associated the birth of the
station to exactly that.
“That’s really what it was,” he
said. “Whether at the tower site, or
here in the studio, it was our friends
from the punk rock community
coming to help us.”
“Now it’s just punks with jobs,”
added Looney.
As for the definitive aim of the
station, Chavez joked, “Our ultimate
goal is to be the number two radio
station in Bakersfield, because we
will never beat KUZZ.”
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Biology
professor
debuts film
By Patricia Rocha
Reporter
After taking a year off to attend film school, biology professor Isabel Stierle recently presented her
short film, “It’s all Rubbish,” at the Fox Theater.
“I wanted to take a sabbatical about four years
ago, but because of the financial crunch they weren’t
really giving sabbaticals at the time,” Stierle said.
“After a couple more years went by, I started to
realize if I wanted to take some time off, I’d have to
take a leave of absence, so that means it was on my
dime.”
The motivation to leave for Montana State University’s film program came from a former student, who
also wanted to attend film school and needed a letter
of recommendation.
“Because I was sort of toying with the idea of going back to school, I thought that would be what I
wanted to do because it ties in science and education,
and I’ve always liked photography,” she said.
“It was kind of a perfect way to learn all these
things.
“This particular program was designed to educate
people about science through film.”
Though she did not complete the program, she did
take a year’s worth of classes, which resulted in her
short film, “It’s All Rubbish,” based on recycling efforts on the MSU campus to save money.
“I followed a group of students at MSU that were
taking some classes with professors either in business or in engineering, and then they were also working with staff to do projects that would learn how to
figure out if recycling was a way to potentially save
money,” she said.
“They really were using it as a learning tool, so I
followed them with the film making program.”
She said her friends and colleagues seem pretty
fascinated by her film endeavors.
“I just bumped into a friend of mine and he said
that I have my six minutes of fame now,” she said,
referring to her film’s 6-minute-length. “I’m trying
to see if I can do something with it in the classroom
now.”
Though she admits her plans are still in their beginning stages, she hopes to reach out to her students
to make science-based films, as well as other professors on campus to make films as a learning community, focusing on subjects like biology, music,
English, and the arts.
“Together, we would teach our respected subjects
but with an end goal of making films that communicate something about science,” she said.
“I haven’t quite figured it out yet, but I’ll start collaborating with others to see if others are interested
in doing the same with me.”
The film can be found on the video-sharing site
Vimeo, where it currently has more than 200 views.

BC students get
back to the grind
By Alana Garrett
Reporter
It’s back to school time again and it’s time to put
away the videogames, turn on your alarms and prepare for all nighters. Bakersfield College is back in
session for its spring semester and the students are
back for school.
Alejandra Arias, an 18-year-old student who is
hoping to get into medical school, stated her goal
this semester.
“I’m hoping to get A’s in all my classes and focus
on studying,” Arias said. “I’m not a fan of my math
class this semester,.”
She also noted that she is taking Spanish, communication, nutrition and math classes.
“This semester not many things have changed, just
my schedule,” she stated.
Arias said if she could change one thing about this
school it would be the parking. She said she is hoping for “more parking” this semester and for the fall
semester.
Another student, Joseph Strong, a 20-year-old
business major at BC, said his goal this semester is
to simply pass his classes.
“I want to pass and show up for all my classes,”
Strong said.
Strong also said if he could change one thing at the
school he would lower the text book prices.
Veronica Sandoval, a 26-year-old liberal studies
major who is in her second semester at BC, said her
experience this semester has been going good so far.
But Sandoval also didn’t get into a class that she was
most excited for.
“I was really hoping to get into the ethics of living
and dying, but I didn’t make it off of the waitlist,”
Sandoval said.
She went on to say that she was hoping to achieve
strong grades in all of her classes.
“I want to ace all my classes and I would really
like to be more social,” she said. “I mean I have never even been in the cafeteria to be honest.”
Sandoval, like many other students, was ready to
come back.
“I need to finish school so I was ready,” she said.
Sandoval also said she hopes in the future that BC
“will stop changing the editions of the text books.”

Features

Page 4

The Renegade Rip www.therip.com

Wednesday, Januar y 30, 2013

Vision Quest

Photos Courtesy of Scott wayland

Left: Wayland on his recumbant bike rides through the desert. Right: Wayland and a group of riders make it to the top of Monitor Pass, that is north of Mammoth, during 2011.

Teacher gives back to community
By Mitchelle De Leon
Reporter
Rapidly descending for 20 miles of Warner
Mountains in northeast California on his bicycle, Bakersfield College English professor
Scott Wayland approached the Nevada desert
as part of a 508-mile journey called Vision
Quest that began and ended in Susanville,
Calif., last summer. Wayland considered it
one of the many memorable moments of last
year’s Vision Quest.
Along with two BC students, Wayland
combated exhaustion and harsh elements
and traversed through unforgiving terrains.
He described the experience as a “challenge
and reward system,” which required 40 to 60
miles of cycling per day across magnificent
vistas.
Wayland has climbed the treacherous faces of El Capitan and Half Dome of Yosemite National Park, hiked and backpacked to
numerous peaks, and recorded his 99-day
bicycle ride across the country in his book
“The Winky-Eyed Jesus and Other Undescribables.” His decades of outdoor experience led him to establish Vision Quest. He
said, “I’m in a position where I can share my
experiences to people.”
Vision Quest, a Native American term

“I’ve been overdosed with cars and
traffic.”
–Scott Wayland, BC Professor

used to describe a challenging ritual to find
purpose in one’s life, began five years ago.
For the past three years, it has been a charity event, benefiting the Wounded Warrior
Project, which provides various services to
wounded veterans.
“Whether you support the political motives, you have to remember their sacrifices,” said Wayland.
For this year’s Vision Quest, Wayland
planned a different kind of adventure during the summer.
“I’ve been overdosed with cars and traffic,” he said.
Instead of a long-distance bicycle ride,
this year’s Vision Quest will involve backpacking, hiking, and some rock climbing. It
will begin with a challenging hike to Olancha Peak, the highest peak in the Sierra Nevada south of Mt. Whitney at 12,132 feet.
Beginning at four thousand feet above
the sea at the desert floor, Vision Quest
participants will face six thousand feet of
elevation gain to reach the campsite at ten

thousand feet on the first day.
“The first day is very hard,” Wayland
warned, “People start having visions.”
On the second day, participants will cross
the summit then go on the Pacific Crest Trail
then off to a different trail head. Two days of
“vertical tests,” or rock climbing, in the eastern
Sierras ensue after some rest. A four thousand
foot ascent to Boundary Peak at 13,147 feet,
the highest point in Nevada, will serve as the
adventure’s finale.
Vision Quest is open to all students, faculty,
staff, friends, and family members who are
fit enough for the grueling experience. Prior
to Vision Quest, different tests will examine
physical fitness, including a hike to Owen’s
Peak at 8,453 feet, the highest point fully
within Kern County.
Wayland is also currently writing his second book, chronicling a 90-day journey that
had him and his wife pedaling from Alberta,
Canada to the Mexican border.
“I like the feeling of creating experience
and making sense through wordplay,” he said.
“Writing is completely different from the athletic stuff. It satisfies a different part of your
soul.”
Contact
swayland@bakersfieldcollege.
edu for more information (include a clear subject heading about the Vision Quest 2013).
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Scott Wayland speaks about his newest Vision Quest.

The Expendables rock B Ryder’s bar
By Robert Mullen
Reporter
For more than two hours, The Expendables
entertained a packed house at B Ryder’s Rockin’
Sports Bar, following opening acts by the reggae
rock bands Dub Seeds and Fortunate Youth.
With more than 15 years’ experience, the four
man band from Santa Cruz know their style well
and show they are more than capable of mixing
metal, reggae, and punk. While the majority of
their songs at Sunday’s show were more reminiscent of Iron Maiden or Pennywise, they were interspaced with more traditional Reggae songs like
“Minimum Wage” or “Bowl for Two.” The audience was even treated to “Zombies in America”
and a surprise on the fly solo by lead singer and
guitarist Geoff Weers during an unexpected delay.
Yet even if an individual song might be singled
out as leaning more towards one genre or another, there are still elements from each within. The
heavier songs were infused with a mellower backbeat, whilst even the super relaxed “My Way Out”
holds a punkish guitar solo. While some might find
this eclectic mix odd, it seems to come naturally to
The Expendables, an ability that certainly comes
from their equally eclectic tastes.
“We always say that we have musical ADD,
and growing up, each guy was getting into different things and different times, whether it was old
school, ‘80s metal, or punk, or surf, or reggae, we
just like mixing all these different styles,” said Raul
Bianchi, the band’s lead guitarist. “There were no
real limits; we said whatever we want to play, we
want to play.”
“I guess Jimi Hendrix was the biggest at the beginning. Jimi Hendrix and Eric Clapton were big
influences on my guitar playing,” said Weers.
Ryan DeMars, the band’s bass player, says a lot
of his inspiration came from reggae and punk rock
bands like Bob Marley, Steel Wool, the Misfits,
and Minor Threat.
The band has managed to add to this blend of
genres and styles with the release of an in house,
acoustic album last year.

Photos by Priscilla dauven / The Rip

The Expendables played at B Ryder’s
Jan. 20 to a receptive crowd. Singer
Geoff Weers rocks out during a solo.
While not a total stylistic switch, according
to the band’s drummer, Adam Patterson: “We
didn’t want to just throw out an album with
acoustic guitars . . . we wanted to change it
. . . the fans have heard that song played live
on stage and the album, so you might as well
change it up for them.”
The Expendables are currently writing a new
album with a tenative release before the end
of the year, and will be going on a new tour in
March with Tomorrows Bad Seeds.

“We always say that we have
musical ADD.”
–Raul Bianchi,
Lead Guitar, The Expendables
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BC Pres.
speaks
about
budget
By Patricia Rocha and
Martin Chang
Staff
Bakersfield College president Sonya Christian discussed Gov. Brown’s budget
proposal that increases community college funding.
If this budget proposal is
finalized, an additional $197
million will be invested in
community colleges statewide.
“We’ve had significant
budget cuts, so in no way
does it make up for the reductions of the past, but it is
a better forecast than I was
anticipating,” Christian said.
“So that’s definitely on the
positive side.”
She said the additional
money would go towards
restoring some of the classes that have been cut in the
past.
“We will also continue
to fine tune our degree programs and our certificates so
the courses are well aligned
and focused,” she said.
“We are also looking at
efficiencies,” she said, citing the curriculum systems
called CurricUNET and DegreeWorks the college is currently using.
She said the college is
looking at curtailing costs
and trying to increase revenue streams.
“I think we are doing all
the right things,” she said.
“We’re optimistic in the
increase in state appropriation in the governor’s proposed budget.”
Though this money isn’t
yet guaranteed, she feels
there is a good chance this
budget proposal will be finalized and the money will
be there for the college to
improve itself.
“Now [the proposal] has
to go through the process before things are finalized and
sort of shakeout,” she said.
“In addition to the $197
million, there are other pieces that will help community
colleges. For example, there
are going to be dollars that
are focused to making our
buildings energy efficient
in terms of retrofitting and
renovation.” She also talked
about Gov. Brown’s focus on
improving online education.
“Brown is looking at strategically using online as a
tool to increase the number
of students transferring and
continuing on the degree
pathways,” she said. “They’re
also looking at investing in
workforce programs which
we will try to position Bakersfield College to tap into
those categorical dollars that
might be coming our way.
According to a recent press
release, California Community Colleges chancellor Brice W. Harris has said
that the college system has
already laid the groundwork
for the governor’s online
education plan that would
“create a centralized ‘virtual
campus’ that brings together
several existing distance education services into a single
hosting system with a 24/7
support center for students,”
as well as “expand options
for students to obtain college
credit by challenge exams
for core courses as well as
remedial courses.”
Other positive effects of
the budget proposal include
focus on workforce development and expanding resources for clean energy job
training.
“We view this budget
proposal as a vote of confidence in our ability to provide workforce training and
basic skills instruction to
adult learners, and we look
forward to conversations on
ways to better serve these
populations,” said Harris.
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BC students
receive help
from events
set by SGA
By Mitchelle De Leon
Reporter
For the spring semester, the
Student Government Association has planned different events
for Bakersfield College students.
On Jan. 30, the SGA will hold
its first Grow and Go Fair at
the Fireside Room from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. SGA invited different
departments to hold 15-minute
information sessions, or speed
sessions, covering topics that
range from time management to
financial aid.
“There are a lot of resources
here on campus that can help
students to be successful,” said
SGA president Danitza Romo.
“You just have to know about
them and how to use them.”
As an incentive for student
participation, students needed to
attend at least seven speed sessions to receive free food, with
breakfast from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
and hot dogs from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m.
SGA also hoped to make a
positive impact within the BC
community and beyond.
They recently organized the
Martin Luther King Jr. Coat
Drive from Jan. 22 to 24. They
gave gently-used coats to the
pantry and students in need.
The Cesar E. Chavez Blood
Drive will be on March 12 and
13. BC placed an impressive
fifth out of over 200 participat-

ing colleges and universities all
over the country last year.
For Romo, “The goal is to
place first this year.
“As part of our community,
it’s important to donate. Maybe
a student here might be needing
blood one day,” Romo stressed.
As a way “for students to destress,” according to Romo, SGA
is planning a full week of fun
and interactive activities called
Spring Fling with the possibility
of a dance.
SGA will announce the dates
and other details in the future.
In her last semester as SGA president and as a BC student, Romo
reflected on the Renegade Lair, a
cheering section she helped develop as president, as “an idea
made into a reality.”
Before the end of her term,
she hoped to further develop the
Renegade Lair to benefit future
students.
“I believe we need to get students more involved,” said Romo.
“We need to get people out to the
games. It’s about school spirit
and pride.”
Romo considered her position
at SGA challenging at times.
With 17 units of classes and responsibilities as president in the
previous semester, she credited
fellow SGA officers for SGA’s
successes and cited time management as her greatest issue but
called it “a sacrifice that’s worth
it.”

News Briefs
Chick-fil-A is hosting “College Night” every Monday night
from 7-10 p.m. Go in to receive a
free sandwich with any purchase
when you show your valid college ID.
**********
Rock N Roll Hall of Famer
Jackson Browne will be downtown at the Fox Theater. Jan. 31.
Doors open at 7 p.m. Show starts
at 8 p.m. Tickets start at $45.50
and range to $71.50.
**********
Clint Black will be performing
at the Fox Theater on Jan. 31.
Doors open at 7 p.m. and show
starts at 8 p.m. Tickets start at
$48.50 and range to $68.50.
**********
Laughter Yoga is going to be
held at Natural Options on Jan.
30th from 6 -7 p.m. Natural
Options is located at 2020 20th
Street. The cost is $2. If you have
any questions contact 319-0094.
**********
BC Foundation will hold its
main annual fundraiser Feb. 2,
known as Sterling Silver. William Bloxson-Carter, the Playboy Mansion West chef, will
prepare food for the dinner in the
BC cafeteria. Tickets: $175. Details: 395-4850.
**********
Dart League and tournament will be held at Lengthwise
Brewing Company, 6720 Schirra
Court, on Jan. 30.
**********
Rockabilly Showdown! Three
Bad Jacks is taking place at On
the Rocks Bar and Grill, Feb. 1
from 9-11:45 p.m. Admission is
$10. If you have any questions
contact 327-7529.
**********
Rocky Horror Picture Show is
happening Feb. 1 at the Empty
Space. 706 Oak Street. 1111:45pm. Admission is $10. If
you have any questions contact
327-7529.
**********
The band Styx will be at the
Fox Theater Feb. 4. Doors open
at 7 p.m. and show starts at 8 p.m.
Tickets prices are as follows:
$44.50, $55.50, and $170.50.
**********
Fox Theater “Flics” presents
Sidewalls. Feb. 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Doors open at 7p.m. Tickets are

$5 and can be purchase at the
door the night of the show. Cash
only.
**********
When Pigs Ride is a weekly
pub ride just for guys. It happens
every week on Tuesday. They
meet at Yokuts Park at 7 p.m. and
will ride to any place that serves
beer.
**********
Pigxies is a pub ride made just
for the ladies. They meet every
Thursday at 6:45 p.m. at Beach
Park on the bike path.
All types of bikes are welcome
to either men or women’s ride.
**********
Bakersfield LGBTQ Valentine’s Dinner Dance is going
down on Feb. 2 at the Double
Tree Hotel. 3100 Camino Del
Rio Court. It will start at 6 p.m.
and go until 11 p.m. The cost is
$50. If you have any questions
contact 323-7111.
**********
The Kyle Gass Band will
be performing at the Elements
Venue on Feb. 2. Show starts at
7 p.m. Admission is $10. The Elements Venue is located at 3401
Chester Ave. If you have any
questions contact 325-2139.
**********
Reggae Night at On the Rocks
Bar and Grill presents Amity
Flow. Feb. 2 at 9 p.m. On the
Rocks is located at 1517 18th
Street. $5 admission fee. If you
have any questions contact 3277685.
**********
Harlem and Beyond: Documentary Film is being put on at
the Beale Memorial Library on
Feb. 7. It’s an hour long and will
begin at 2 p.m. 701 Truxtun Ave.
If you have any questions contact
868-0770.
**********
KRBS is putting on an Open
Blues Jam Feb. 9 at Trouts, 805
N. Chester Ave. the event will
take place from 2-8 p.m. Admission is free. If you have any
questions contact 872-7517.
**********
The Kern County Fairgrounds
is hosting a Mardi Gras Celebration. Feb. 10 starting at noon and
going until 6 p.m. 1142 South P
St. admission is free. If you have
any questions contact 823-4900.
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Enrique Martinez explains to Nicole Hillstead some services that are offered by the SGA.
The SGA is planning several events such as “Grow and Go Fair.”

Students have mixed opinions on
the voting of the smoking policy
By Robert Mullen
Reporter
With the vote on Bakersfield College’s smoking policy just ending, students weighed in on
which option they wanted most.
Christopher Hopkins, undeclared major,
doesn’t think anyone should be told whether they
can or can’t smoke on campus so long as they are
respectful of nonsmokers, but does feel that BC
has the right to create designated smoking areas.
Ron Page, a business major who smokes when
not on campus, likes the idea of designated smoking areas for the sake of convenience and courtesy. He believes that those who don’t smoke
should know ahead of time to avoid that area.
While he admits these designated areas would
be unfair to smokers busy between classes.
Page said, “If you’re willing to smoke, then
you’re willing to find that designated area.”
Cheryl Mishoe, a child development major,
thinks the designated area is better than the current California law.
Mishoe, who is trying to quit herself, hopes
that this added difficulty might help smokers quit

or make the switch to electronic cigarettes.
Thomas Espinoza, a computer science major,
prefers designated areas and thinks it is better
than both the current state law and a total ban, as
it gives a measure of freedom to smokers while
separating them from non-smokers.
“As long as it’s enforced properly, everyone
wins,” he said.
Jeff Miller, a biology major, agrees that if properly enforced, the state law should be sufficient,
especially if people smoke without bothering others.
Austin Sullivan, an architecture major and
smoker, smokes in between classes. “I like to
have a smoke between classes, to relax a bit,” he
said.
Though he says he wouldn’t mind designated
areas as he already tries to smoke away from busy
or crowded places.
While he’d prefer the campus policy remain
in-line with current state law he understands that
smokers can bother people, especially when they
do so in violation of current state law. “People
wouldn’t have a problem with it . . . if the smoking laws were properly enforced,” he said.
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Is gun control necessary now?
By Ruben A. Perez
Reporter

By Tyler Goucher
Reporter
Last week, President Obama initiated
23 executive actions that could potentially
modify the Second Amendment of our
constitution and
leave millions of
Americans without a way to protect themselves.
These actions
are not only a violation of our natural born
rights, they lay the groundwork for a tyrannical, dictatorial agenda led by King Obama
himself. If we allow the Second Amendment to be altered, we are basically giving
the government the power to alter any other
amendment or law that they deem necessary
in order to “protect the American people.”
Isn’t it convenient that there has been
more publicized mass shootings since
Obama’s re-election than ever before?
Are the American people so naïve to believe that this has all just been some kind
of coincidence? Obama’s administration
is aiming to come after our guns in order to fully domesticate us and to keep us
entirely dependent on government care.
They will start by blaming assault weapons and semi-autos in order to ease the
American people into the idea of completely abolishing the Second Amendment.
How will the government justify
their actions, you ask? By staging false
flag attacks on U.S. soil that can be
blamed on the Second Amendment.
If they can make the American people believe that guns are the primary
reason for violent crime in the United
States, it gives the perfect pretext to
ban our firearms. FBI statistics have
shown that guns are on the bottom of the
list of violent crime in the U.S., and in places where violent crime is up, gun ownership is down. It’s not the guns that are killing people; it’s the people that are killing people.
Most people who have not studied history aren’t aware that false flag attacks have been
used for thousands of years in order to support government agenda. It is the perfect way to
force feed fear down the general public’s mouths and to keep them living in “The Matrix.”
One thing’s for sure, if this mafia-owned government attempts to disarm the American people, a second American Revolution will commence. In 1776, the 13 colonies of
North America broke off from the tyrannical British Empire and through blood, sweat and
tears, the Declaration of Independence was signed, creating the United States of America.
Think of today’s government as Britain’s Empire in the 1700s. We need to realize we are being taken over by foreign interests and our only line of defense is to secede from the union and
reboot the Constitution. If we won’t fight for our own rights and liberties, will we fight for the generations to come? Or will our children and grandchildren be the victims of our lack of patriotism?

NO

With the recent school shootings in the last two months, we
need to have more gun control.
Unfortunately when
gun control is
brought up,
people assume
the worst: that
the government is going to take their guns
from them and criminals will run around
terrorizing the good law-abiding citizens
of this country that turned their guns in.
That’s not what I think or advocate at all.
Both of my parents were in the Army,
and my sister is currently enlisted in the
Army, so guns are nothing new for my
family. I know my mom keeps a gun in
her room, and I have no problem with
that. The problem is that not everyone has had gun training and knows
how to use and keep a gun responsibly.
Another reason we need gun control is
that people can buy military assault rifles.
No ordinary citizen needs these. These
should not be available to the common
public. I doubt that the framers of the constitution and writers of the amendments
thought there would be firearms capable of
shooting 100 bullets in a single magazine.
Also, back when the Constitution was
being written, guns were a necessity of
life. You had to hunt your own food and
protect your family from bears. Hunting
is a recreational activity now, and when
it comes to safety, most people can’t
handle a gun in a high-pressure situation.
Most people I’ve talked to said the
answer
to the gun violence is more
Adam Cree / The Rip
guns. This is the most stupid argument I’ve ever heard. It’s like saying you’re going to fight rape with rape. After the shooting in Newtown and in Taft, people had the idea of arming teachers. There is no way a regular
teacher is going to be able to protect his or her students by opening fire at a shooter. Two shooters firing at each other in public places just leaves more chance for stray bullets to hit more kids.
Also, current gun laws only require 17 states to provide background checks at gun shows. This
makes them the optimal places for criminals or someone that wouldn’t be approved with a background
check, to get firearms. California is one of them, but honestly, who hasn’t smuggled something across
a border these days?
Gun laws can be beneficial to keeping people safe.
I understand if you want them to keep your family safe or you love hunting, but you are not the
people the laws would be restricting. Stricter gun laws can keep people safer by making them unavailable for criminals and mentally ill people. But if gun control is something you really oppose, then why
don’t you get off of Facebook and write your congressman or senator?

Yes

Staff Editorial

Then there were two: BC’s
smoking options narrow
Provided by google / The Rip

On Jan. 16 the interviewed between Oprah Winfrey and Lance Armstong aired.

Armstong’s apology is just a little too late
By Hannah Breeland
Opinions Editor
After 13 years, seven-time
winner of the Tour de France
Lance Armstrong decided to
come clean about doping, a little
too late.
Armstrong did a two-part interview with Oprah Winfrey on
Jan. 16, giving his side of the
story. In June, the U.S. Anti Doping Agency charged Armstrong
with using illegal performanceenhancing drugs and stripped
him off all seven Tour de France
wins and a lifetime ban from any
competition following the USADA code.
I could care less about his confession because, let’s face it, the
truth had been out for months. It

was just a matter of time before
he finally admitted it.
Let’s get real for all the people who were surprised by the
confession. The Union Cyclist
International had accepted the
USADA decision to strip the
wins and ban him for life. They
wouldn’t do that if the evidence
wasn’t there to support the accusation.
What I wanted was the story,
the nitty-gritty details. How did
he do it? Who knew? How many
people knew? But to my great
disappointment,
Armstrong
was tight lipped about all of the
above. I can respect the whole “I
don’t want to name names. I just
want to talk about me” attitude,
but that doesn’t mean I’m happy
about it.

He was very calm and collected throughout the interview
until he talked about leaving
Livestrong and telling his kids
the truth. That to me was when
I truly did feel sorry for him. I
don’t believe he should be allowed to compete again, but I
think he should still be a part of
Livestrong, a nonprofit organization that provides support for
people affected by cancer.
He may have cheated, but he
did beat cancer and go on to
compete again, even if the only
way he won was by using performance-enhancing drugs.
What I saw in the interview
was a man who saw that everything had fallen apart. He was
accepting that he made his bed,
and, now, he has to lie in it.

The issue of smoking on the
Bakersfield College campus is
not a new one. Since 2005, it
has been a subject that has received much attention from the
student body, Student Government Association, and even
Kern County health officials.
Numerous polls and votes have
been taken. There have been
bans with no enforcement, and
there have been dissonant voices from either side of the issue,
whether it is debating the health
concerns or the unease of losing
personal freedoms.
It can be hard to discern the
true natures of the issue when
the only voices heard are those
staunchly against smoking on
campus, or the anti-authoritarian chimneys loudly calling to
leave it alone.
No matter the arguments, the
fact is that there is already a law
in place to deal with this contentious issue. California law
states there shall be no smoking
20 feet from any doors or windows, and senate bill AB 795
allows schools to implement
fines on smoking policies.
A couple of things seem constant amid the commotion that
is BC’s smoking policy.
With past smoking bans, en-

forcement was not practical or
feasible, and the rule simply
faded away. The idea of designated smoking areas is not a new
thought either. Past suggestions
for designated areas seemed to
merely fall by the wayside.
Whether smoking is banned
or suggested areas are implemented, the constant over the
years has been this: There has
never been a long-lasting ban
even with approval from the
powers that be.
The BC campus had a smoking ban in 2009. There was no
enforcement, which led students
to overtly snub the policy. This
ban eventually fell to the wayside with students and officials
forgetting the issue altogether.
The second constant that
seems to exist during these
cyclical smoking issues is the
sheer lack of student knowledge or outright apathy toward
the subject. Unless students are
well informed, beyond a few
signs around campus, the issue
will never be truly resolved and
the majority of students will
stay apathetic.
Now, this cycle of bans seems
to have gained a new element:
the wholesale neglect of a constituency to achieve personal
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satisfaction.
Last semester, during a preliminary vote to broach the
smoking ban, people were
polled as to their wants on the
issue. The majority in those early surveys did want some kind
of change on campus, while
slightly less than half wanted
100 percent ban and 19 percent
wanted to leave the issue alone.
Although a small group, those
19 percent need to be accurately
represented.
The smoking ban policies in
the past included three logical
choices: non-smoking campus,
designated smoking areas, or to
leave the California law in place
that requires smoking at least 20
feet from windows and doors.
During this bout of the smoking debate, the SGA has completely removed the option to
leave the law alone. This decision was made because during
votes in the past, no option received the majority. Hoodwinking the student body by slashing
a legitimate voting choice on the
issue to serve a personal agenda
appears to be the pattern. This
has left many students saying exactly that, “why?” and
“where was the choice to leave
it alone?”
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DmC makes a comeback
with its combat and plot
By Martin Chang
Editor in Chief
“DmC Devil May Cry” is
a crazy, intense thrill ride that
backs up its vivid world and
engrossing story with core combat and enemy types that offers
thrilling gameplay.
“Devil May Cry” tells the
pulpy story of Dante and his fight
for mankind.
The story that game
unfolds is an
angel vs. deeview
mon tale with
the most evil
of villains,
Mundus.
In the world of “Devil May
Cry,” there is a hellish otherworld called Limbo. Mundus is
attempting to overtake the human world and make Limbo all
that exists. Dante is enlisted by
Virgil, a mysterious figure who
seems to know Dante, to help
prevent Magnus from taking
over the world.
Helping Virgil is Kat, who
has an equally mysterious past.
As the story progresses you find
about the pasts of Dante, Virgil
and Kat and how they’re connected, all while fighting an epic

R

battle for earth in Limbo.
The game has two distinct
tones. One has an insane, over
the top flair that goes to crazy
places. This is the part of the
game that wants to be some sort
of strange blend of an anime action movie with humorous social
commentary.
This game has soft drinks powered by evil spirits. Text on the
wall that shouts curses at Dante,
and in Limbo, Dante somehow
inhabits the idea, the concept, of
music and sensational TV news.
These examples only scratch the
surface of the craziness of the
game. It’s easy to want to tell all
the craziness, but it’s best experienced for yourself.
This tone is also where the
game expresses its sense of humor with Dante spewing oneliners that would be appropriate
in an Arnold Schwarzenegger
movie.
The other tone is a surprising
well-told story of the three characters. As you learn about Dante,
Virgil and Kat you feel for them.
These moments are actually a
bit touching. Ninja Theory, the
developers, have done extensive
work with motion capture, and
it shows. You can see the emo-

tion in the faces of the characters. These parts aren’t perfect,
though, with the characters often
just giving a long speech on their
past that seems unnatural.
These two tones clash in a
weird way, almost like you’re
following two stories at once.
It’s hard to feel for characters
that were just saying one-liners
in an over-the-top world.
But it still all adds up to a
world where you can’t help but
want to see the next scene from,
whether you want to see the next
crazy thing, or want to hear about
the lives of the characters.
This vivid, well-realized world
is not even the main draw of the
game. It is the fluid fun combat
that “Devil May Cry” is famous
for. You are given an arsenal of
weapons that combine in a way
where you are never bored with
the combat.
The weapons are easy to
switch from, so you can easily
use three weapons in one combo
if you want, or you can focus on
using the guns and lighter weapons to keep your enemies in the
air, or you can dash and jump
around your enemies and pull
them toward you. You can do all
these things and more, easily, in
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“DmC Devil May Cry” is a reboot of the Capcom franchise by developer Ninja Theory.
a fluid, stylish way that was exciting for the entire game.      
The feeling of fighting in this
game is great. The combos are
easy to do; yet the endless possibilities give the combat depth.
The attacks have a satisfying
punch, when you complete a big
combo you feel powerful, inside
the combat you can turn off your
mind and concentrate on gaming
bliss.
You really feel like you’re
fighting the way you want to, and
the whole time it feels cool.
The enemies the game throws
at you makes you explore what
the combat system has to offer.
They make you use all of the
weapons in creative ways. Often
in one battle, you have to switch
from weapon to weapon because

that’s the weapon that the enemies are weak to. By throwing
in that variety, it gives the game
challenge and prevents the game
from getting stale.
The way you have to think
“OK, so I clear out this group
of smaller weaker guys with
my light, wide-swinging scythe.
Then I’ll take out this big brute
with my heavy ax,” is at the core
of what makes the combat so
good.
The parts outside of the main
combat are not as great. The
platforming, while it looks cool,
is too imprecise and gets frustrating. The ending boss fights have
great personality and really add
to the craziness of the game, but
the actual fighting does not have
the same great feeling that the

regular combat has. It’s just a lot
of dodging without the opportunities to do the combos that make
the game so great.
The game also maybe bit a
little short for people that want
a lot of their games at about 10
hours long.
I would also recommend for
experience players that find it too
easy to raise the difficulty since
it’s pretty easy at the normal setting.
Really though those complaints are just nit-picking because “Devil May Cry” offers
core gameplay that is a joy to experience, and offers a story that
makes you want to complete it.
It adds up to a game where you
look forward to the next great
moment the game has to offer.     

Monopoly is doing it again; vote
now or forever lose your piece
By Adam Cree
Reporter
Many people are afraid of, or
do their best to resist change.
But here comes one change no
one can fight. Hasbro has announced that it will be replacing one of the iconic tokens in
the classic game of Monopoly.
While you may not be able to
fight this change, you certainly
can vote on it on Facebook. Nice
of them to let us at least decide
what gets replaced with what.
Now let’s look at the contenders.
You can choose between a guitar, a helicopter, a cat, a robot and
a diamond ring.
One of these will replace one of
the original tokens, but which one?
The current pieces are a battleship, a race-car, a thimble, a boot,
a “Scottie” dog, an iron and a top
hat. But that’s it if you’re playing
classic Monopoly.

If you spring the extra cash on
the deluxe edition of the game
you get a few more. You get a
man on a horseback, a locomotive and a cannon.
Why not pick from one
of those to
replace
one
of
the
current
pieces?
And for those of you who are
angry at Hasbro for altering
your favorite game, keep one
thing in mind. This isn’t the
first time they have done this.
In the 1950s, Parker Brothers, the
original publishers of Monopoly,
replaced three of their original tokens with three new ones.
The wheelbarrow, which is no
longer made for the game, the
man on horseback and the “Scottie,” dog replaced a lamp, a purse
and a rocking horse. This latest
replacement isn’t the first and
probably won’t be the last.
At least, this time we get a vote.
While one could argue about tra-

dition being good and that the
piece doesn’t need to be changed,
they probably don’t realize the
change of tokens in the ‘50s.
There is no real tradition to Monopoly.
The pieces always have had a
chance to change and have in the
past. No amount of whining or
complainingisgoingtochangethis.
But hey, you get to vote on which
piece you want gone! And for
those who want the new pieces,
all of them, and the old, you simply have to wait until later this
year.
Hasbro has announced plans
for a “Golden Token Edition” which would include
all the pieces, new and old.
Now quit worrying over which
piece is going to be replaced or
what its replacement will be. Instead, why not go play a round of
Monopoly with your friends before the game changes forever?

New and
almost
improved

Parker Brothers will be replacing one of its old player tokens with one new one. Fans
vote on their favorite token, which will replace the least popular old token. Fans have
five different choices which include objects like a diamond ring and a helicopter.

This bedtime story is all grown up
By Alana Garrett
Reporter

By Tyler Goucher
Reporter
A$AP Rocky’s newest album
since his “LiveLoveA$AP” debut in 2011, “LongLiveA$AP” is
surprisingly a big step up for the
young artist. Several mainstream
artists are scattered throughout
the album, contributing to the
wide array
of styles and
lbum
sounds.
A$AP has
eview
definitely
upped
his
game in the
vocals department, which is evident on almost every track. He
is good about being consistent
when it comes to his delivery.
However, I do hope his writing
abilities improve on the next album.
As much as I enjoyed his overall delivery, his writing style was
very reminiscent of other artists
in the same genre.
Lines like “My Santa Clause
was missing/catch you slipping
then it’s Christmas/motherfuck
a wish list/my ghetto was ambition/for my benjis and my Bentleys and them bitches” are too
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Not just a children’s fairytale anymore, Hansel and
Gretel are witch hunters.
The age-old children’s
fairytale has finally come
to the big screen. “Hansel
and Gretel: Witch Hunters”
opened in theaters Friday
January 25. Director Tommy
Wirkola,
who has
ovie
also produced the
eview
2009 zombie comedy “Dead
Snow,” directed the film.
The film stars Jeremy
Renner, who has also has
been in films such as “Marvel’s The Avengers,” as Hansel and Gemma Arterton, who
has been seen in “Prince Of
Persia: Sands Of Time,” stars
as Gretel.
Arterton and Renner both
provide a tough guy/girl image throughout the film as
they take on witches.
The film takes the Grimm
fairytale and turns it into an
action packed movie with
some comic relief. Wirkola
stays true to his gory roots
showing blood and guts in
many of the films scenes.
Graphics in the movie are excellent and the fighting scenes
flow smoothly without looking fake. The action scenes
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A$ap’s Rocky’s new album “LongLiveA$AP” features
several famous guests such as Skrillex and Yelawolf.
reliant on weak rhyming patterns
and cheap metaphors.
The style doesn’t carry much
originality and reminds me too
much of mainstream rappers like
Tyga and Lil Wayne.
I got increasingly bored after
the track “PMW (All I Really
Need),” when the use of certain
vocal effects and off kilter beats
kept repeating.
The second half of the album
picked up after more notable
artists began to feature on the
tracks such as Drake, Yelawolf

and Skrillex.
I especially enjoyed “Wild for
the Night,” primarily because
Skrillex helped produce the
track.
I felt that lyrics like “Back
to the Mac/tats on her back/ass
so fat/hit that from the back”
downgraded the production of
the track, though, and took what
could have been the best song on
the album and turned it into another typical club banger.
Overall, for only his second album, I’m definitely impressed.
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“Hansel and Gretel: Witch Hunters” is a retelling of the
fairy tale. It features action-packed scences of hunting.
are both thrilling and suspenseful giving out thrills every time a
witch’s head explodes.
The film follows Hansel and
Gretel after their horrific experience with the first witch they
killed.
The duo continues throughout the years killing witches
and collecting bounty money.
They finally end up in a small
town named Augsburg where the
mayor has hired them for their
witch hunting services. Hansel
and Gretel soon find out that the
town of Augsburg holds many
secrets and not all witches are
what they seem.
Renner and Arterton provide
an excellent onscreen witch
hunting, bounty hunter duo that

wield an assortment of weapons
that do look awesome but don’t
seem appropriate for that time
period.
The use of modern day English and profanity in the film provides a comic relief but seemed a
bit out of place.
The witches were scary
throughout the movie but they all
looked too much like a traditional green-faced, pimpled witch
and at many times they seemed
a little fake.
Overall “Hansel and Gretel:
Witch Hunters” is an action
packed film with lots of blood,
action, fighting, and a great story line with a twist at the end. I
think this is a film both guys and
girls can enjoy.
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Race Sometimes it’s best
isn’t to do nothing at all
just a
label
By Martin Chang
Editor in Chief

By Patricia Rocha
Reporter
I have never been a huge fan
of labels and classifications
for people. Gay, straight, girl,
boy, religious, atheist, black,
white, it shouldn’t matter.
We’re all just people. I have
always felt that it is when we
lose our individuality and
start presenting ourselves as
cliques and groups that we
breed ideas of superiority and
majority versus minority.
The reason I think I despise
labels so much is because I
never honestly knew which
labels I fit in. To discuss issues of race is no light matter.
There are people in this world
far more educated than I who
can write about inequality,
immigration and the like. Instead I want to talk about my
culture and how it has helped
and sometimes hindered my
ability to define myself.
If I was born in Bakersfield, my mother in Chicago,
my father and grandmother
in Texas and the other three
grandparents in Mexico, am I
Hispanic? Latina? Mexican?
Mexican-American?
I’m confused is what I am.
I generally answer Mexican
when asked, and that’s often
followed by an answer like,
“I thought you were white” or
“You kind of look Asian” or
“You don’t act Mexican.”
What does that even mean?
I know it’s every immigrant
families’ dream for their children to assimilate so well in
this country that no one sees
their race first, but it honestly
kind of hurts in a way.
Perhaps even worse is
someone knowing you’re
Mexican and automatically
assumes you speak Spanish.
It was an embarrassing first
week each year of high school
when my teachers would reprimand me for taking beginning Spanish for an easy A.
Apparently, anyone who can
roll their r’s, and has brown
hair and a high tolerance for
spicy foods should be able to
speak the language. Everyone
but me, of course, but I was
too busy failing my third year
of high school Spanish to figure that one out.
For a long while, I used to
think all of this didn’t matter, but as I reflect more on
myself, it does. I am not just
Patricia Rocha. I am an example. I am who my grandparents imagined I’d be when
they came to this country
decades ago for a better life.
I am the generation that’s going to graduate from college.
I am a part of a race and
culture that makes up almost
50 percent of the country and
is still considered a minority.
I’m a part of a culture that
takes pride in the strength
of hard work and perseverance, and is constantly trying
to prove itself. Every failure
of mine is theirs, and every
accomplishment of mine is
theirs. If by some crazy circumstance I found myself
president, I wouldn’t just be
the president. I’d be the first
female Mexican president.
By then I’d learn to conjugate
my irregular Spanish verbs,
hopefully.
I take pride in knowing
that I am an individual who
doesn’t rely on a label. I am
not a clique, or a stereotype. I
am, however, a part of the history of my race and culture,
and I take a lot of pride in that
too.

One of my favorite things to
do is nothing, absolutely nothing. It’s not going out drinking
with friends. It’s not going to a
Condors hockey game. It’s nothing.
Sure I have fun going out, I
might meet some interesting
people or maybe even a cute girl.
But so often when I’m out, I just
wish I was at home doing nothing.
Of course, when I say nothing, I don’t mean it literally.
I’m usually eating some junk
food watching Internet videos
or listening to podcasts. But by
nothing, I mean my brain is off.
I’m not worried about a thing.
School, whatever, ambition can
wait. I just love turning off my
mind and not caring.
People call this wasting time,
but the time is not being wasted.
I, like I imagine many people,
spend a lot of time worrying or
thinking or whatever you want to

call it.
You think about your future,
you think about your past, your
homework assignments, where
you are in your major, girlfriends, boyfriends, husbands,
wives, money, it’s all enough to
make you go insane.
So you need that time to tune
out. We can’t make it through
life every minute, every day, doing stuff.
Sometimes that stuff just needs
to be put aside. Sometimes that
worry, that thing that is knotting
up your mind with stress, can
wait.
I think it’s getting harder and
harder to do nothing.
With our cell phones, anyone
can call or message you and
wake you from the sublime joy
of not thinking.
With social networking like
Facebook, we can absorb ourselves in people’s personal lives.
We can look at those stupid comments under the multitude of
pictures, see some dumb thing
someone wrote and think, “Oh,

my God, I can’t believe she said
that” and get all angry. Does anyone really need that in your life?
It seems like more and more,
you have to make an effort to not
make an effort. But I always find
a way to do it. It keeps me sane,
I always find myself in a better
mood when I’ve “done” a proper
block of nothing. I’m always
happier so maybe you should try
it too.
And you know what else is
awesome, napping. Sometimes I
take a nap and want a good nice
and long nap.
The ones where when you
wake up and you’re lips are
dry and you’re eyes feel all
crusty. But then I only nap for
like 20 minutes, I actually get a
little bit angry. I get angry at my
internal clock for robbing me of
a blissful few hours of sawing
logs.
That’s because napping is doing nothing distilled down to its
core. When you’re asleep, you
can’t do anything; plus people
seem to leave you alone when
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you’re napping. They respect the
power of the nap.
Plus, dreams are pretty cool
too. Sure, you get the occasional dream about an ex, but in
my dreams I’ve fought ninjas,
saved worlds, flown through the
air, and even eaten a delicious
cheeseburger.
It can be a blast seeing what
crazy stuff your mind can think
up.    
Plus, when you wake up,
you’re refreshed. You’re ready to

take on the day. You’re ready to
fold that laundry!
If you’ve read my writing in
the past, I’ve talked about inspiration, the moments that inspire
you as a human being, and I’ll
get back to that, but what I’m
telling you now is not every moment needs to be significant. You
don’t always have to look at a
blade of grass and see a painting. Sometimes you need to lean
back, close your eyes and just
not think.

The vistas of Kern County
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Manuel Moreno smokes a cigarette at the cross off of Bear Mountain Blvd outside of Arvin.

Books: an escape
By Hannah Breeland
Opinions Editor
Everyone has their own method to escape, to just get away
and let loose for a little while.
Whether its video games, drinking, watching TV or even smoking pot.
Mine is reading.
It all started in fifth grade
around the time girls in my class
started bullying me.
So during recess and lunch, I
would just open up a book and
suddenly I’m in the ‘50s era
helping Frank and Joe solve
mysteries.
Back then, The Hardy Boys
was my book of choice.
It made everything bearable.
As I turned the page, the teasing
couldn’t be heard.
I didn’t care if I was all by
myself. It just didn’t matter anymore.
In eighth grade, I was finishing “The Series of Unfortunate

Events” and moving on to Harry
Potter.
I was no longer using reading
to escape the teasing that had
stopped in sixth grade.
My family had just moved,
so this was a new school, and I
didn’t know anyone. Loneliness
was what I was trying to escape
now.
In high school everything
changed. I had lots of friends and
was even on a color guard team.
I no longer needed to escape
from the loneliness or teasing. Now, it was because I was
stressed about an upcoming test
or competitions.
Then it was just because I was
bored or there was nothing good
on TV.
Now that I no longer needed it,
I realized I just love it.
I was the kid who actually read
the assigned reading and liked it.
It’s hard to put into words how
much reading helped me.
As I was growing up, if I was

having a hard time or feeling
down, I would pick up a book
and go into the world of Harry
Potter or Series of Unfortunate
Events. All my problems would
be forgotten. Looking back I realize I’ve grown up with these
characters.
I’m not embarrassed to admit
that it was a big part of my childhood.
From mythical to magical,
these books represent a time in
my life.
For example, when The Harry
Potter series ended it felt like a
part of my childhood had ended.
Now that I’m in college I’ve
graduated to John Grisham and
Nickolas Sparks type books. But
those books will always hold a
special place in my heart.
As dorky as it sounds, whenever I’m bored or feeling nostalgic, I just pick up one of those
books and start reading.
In a way, it’s like greeting an
old friend.
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Students
adjust to
bus route

SONYA: New Bakersfield College president has
many plans in place for the college’s future

By Jazmine Montoya
Reporter
The renovation of the GET
Bus stop located at Bakersfield
College has made way for students to get to and from school
for several months now.
Although it has been up and
running for nearly a year and
students are getting used to it,
there are few still dealing with
issues with parking because of
the project.
“This new Transit Center is
a first step in implementing the
improved transit system” Karen
King, GET CEO, explained.
She says that she hopes it will
solve the problem of crowdedness, allowing buses to have
personal parking and make way
for better access for passengers.
The center gives eight spaces
for buses, and restroom facilities are available.
The bus station is now located on Panorama Drive instead
of the east parking lot where it
was for several years.
However, students who used
Panorama to park are now forced
to find parking elsewhere, which
creates a problem for students
who drive to school.
Mary Morelos, full time BC
student, says that since the reno-

’G ade Feedback
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The revamped GET bus terminal at Bakersfield College is
the first step in implementing the improved GET transit
system.
vation of the bus stop, parking
has been a problem so far this
semester.
“It’s been difficult to find,”
she said. “I have to park farther
than usual, which means I have
to leave from my house even earlier. It’s not a deal breaker but it
is more of an inconvenience.”
With the new transit center
also came new bus routes, and
for some students this came as a
surprise.
“I’ve been using the bus to get
to and from school for the past
year now,” said Blake Johnson,
a second year at BC. “Because
of the change, I had to make arrangements for a ride home on
Tuesdays and Thursdays since
the route I used to take isn’t
available at the times I need.”
Although some students found

this as a drawback, others saw
this as a type of treat or reward.
John Sanchez says he is pleased
with the new center.
“Since I’ve started coming to
BC, I’ve noticed bus is a popular way of transportation,” said
Sanchez. “It’s still just as useful.
It just has a new look which is
pretty awesome.”
James Martin, who attends BC
and uses the bus as transportation, was pleased with the project.
“I think this is a good thing,
not only for students, but for
the people of Bakersfield in
general,” Martin said. “I’ve met
people who use the bus stop as to
get to and from where they need
to go and not because they attend
school here. Hopefully they find
it useful as well.”

Continued from Page 1
pened but were not as drastic as
expected.
“We have really tightened
some of our management positions. So we’ve taken a reduction in some positions,” she
said. “We have tried to also pull
back on sections that are not
core class sections, we ended
up ghosting some classes, we
ended up un-ghosting a few, but
we haven’t un-ghosted all.
“We did not reduce the number of class sections as much as
we had originally anticipated.
With the passing of Proposition
30, there is a little bit more of a
cushion.”
Another one of Christian’s focus areas is making the culture
at BC a connected community.
“I’m going to focus internally
at the college that we all come
together, that we are really
working together,” she said.
“If each of us is focused, the
collective is going to be very
strong and stable because during times of economic difficulty
we need to pull together as a
team, as a community, and take
on this issue as a whole.
“So the internal community
of faculty, staff and students
are connecting with our external partners because we are the
community’s college.
“We need to connect with our
community partners, so they too
can partner with us as we are
weathering this difficult time.”
Christian uses the example of
the planned electronic student
planning system as to how this
strategy of community will help
students.

“If every student at Bakersfield College had an education
plan that is electronic, so that
when they come in, they develop it right,” she said. “So they
put in these series of classes,
their major, their goal and they
plan it out whether it’s for one
year or two years depending on
their goal.
“Counselors have access to it
when they are advising students
and they see how they do.
“It’s connected to the student’s degree audits, the transcripts. Faculty members have
access to it.
“So everyone is rallying, so
it’s not just the academic plan,
it’s just not a counselor talking
to a student.
“It is something that the
whole is focused on, that these
students getting through to a
goal completion, so they are not
wondering.
“Everyone is helping them
move toward that particular
goal.”
Christian wants that sort of
effort at connection to be a part
of all projects at BC.
“So that’s the difference between working on a project in
a particular department, as opposed to us taking it, making
it student-focused and making
sure everyone is focused on
making sure that student moves
in through that educational
plan,” she said.
“That’s the kind of thinking for building community. If
we’re going out for some sort
of campaign to renovate the facilities, it’s not just one department.

“It’s the entire college. It’s the
Renegades; we’re all coming
together. We create our priorities so we’re not unconsciously
working against each other but
we’re all rallying.
“We know what the priorities
are, then we go for it one at a
time in a focused diligent way.”
Christian says the school is
planning several strategies to
help students. These planned
strategies are projects with titles
like Professional Development
and Education Pathways. One
of these strategies that Christian
says will be a priority is the matriculation process.
“Matriculation means does
the student get orientation, do
they start developing an educational plan, do they get assessed, so that they are getting
into the right classes in their
first term and not getting in and
taking classes and then kind
of regrouping after one or two
terms have gone.
“So that is a laser focus on
first-time students,” she explained.
Christian wanted to remind
students that every employee at
BC is here to help them.
“I want to tell the students
that the 1,371 employees on
this campus, faculty, staff and
administrators, are focused
on student success and we, all
1,371 of us, are going to come
together and the one thing we
are going to be focused on is
our students, the individual students,” she said. “So I tell them
be confident because an entire
college is behind them, and
we’re here to stay.”

“What is your favorite Monopoly piece and why ?”

Editor’s note: ’Gade Feedback is
a feature that asks students their
opinion on various topics.

Compiled by:
Graham C Wheat / The Rip
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Itsel Giles, Nursing:
“I always pick the
thimble because it
reminds me of my
grandmother.”

Jennifer Green,
Biology: “My
favorite piece is the
top hat. It makes
people feel and look
classy.”

Nick Frey, Theater:
“I like the hat. I
always thought it
was cool.”

Samuel Gonzales,
Engineering:
“The battleship. It’s
menacing and helps
me take over the
board mentally.”

Jake McMahon,
Business: ““ I think
the Scottie Dog.
Who doesn’t like a
cute puppy?”
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Softball
coach
Taylor
confident
By Robert Mullen
Reporter
After making it to the
second round of the Super
Regionals last year, the Bakersfield College softball
team finished last season with
a 29-15 record.
Yet with several veteran
players gone and a freshmandominated roster, it will be a
long hard road to accomplish
a similar feat.
“We lost eight sophomores,
and then two freshmen didn’t
return that were instrumental
last year,” said head coach
Sandi Taylor. “We are young,
and inexperienced, and it’s
going to take some games under our belt to get it going, but
I’m hopeful that through hard
work and commitment we
will get better each day, and
that’s the goal anyway.”
Taylor is counting on the
leadership of her returning
players to help the freshmen
step up, particularly from
shortstop Brittney Roberts defensively, and pitcher Kelsey
Best from on the mound.
Taylor also seems confident
in her freshman players.
“Brook Charles . . . [is] extremely athletic and a team
player, willing to go behind
the plate when we need her
and plays in the outfield. And
then Kaylee Rice . . . [is] another extremely athletic kid
that’s going to step in behind
the plate and do some things
for us. Then there are several
that have really stepped up
and worked hard . . . we have
a couple of kids on the mound
who are freshmen.”
With this new lineup Coach
Taylor has a new focus.
“We have to play solid
defense,” said Taylor. “If we
give up nine [runs], we have
to score 10. If we can try to
give up fewer then we don’t
have to score as many. . . .
right now my goal is to shore
up our defense, [and the]
pitching staff needs to get
some experience under their
belt.”
The team’s first game
against Fullerton College on
Jan 26 was postponed due to
rain and has not yet been rescheduled. They will be playing at Fresno City College at
2:30 p.m. on Feb. 1.
That game will start a busy
schedule of non-conference
action with the Renegades
traveling to Santa Barbara
Feb. 5 for a 2:30 p.m. contest.
BC will play at home
against Cuesta at 5 p.m. on
Feb. 7, and then travels to Taft
Feb. 12 for a 2:30 p.m. game.
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Mayor Harvey Hall, right, honors Bakersfield College football team at City Hall, as Mercy Maston, Jeff Chudy, and Ryan Beckwith watch.

Chudy’s winning thoughts
By Jason Reed
Sports editor
Nearly two months after Bakersfield College’s football team
capped off a 11-2 season by winning the 2012 state championship, coach Jeff Chudy reflected
on the aftermath of the victory
and what it means for the program.
“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime experience for everybody, to be able
to play in front of your home
crowd, with the crowd that we
had,” Chudy said on the feeling
after the 31-13 victory over City
College of San Francisco on Dec.
8. “It’s an unbelievable feeling,
there’s a ton of recognition that
we’re getting in a positive way.”
The game drew a crowd of
more than 16,000 people.
“We’re definitely grateful to
have that kind of experience,”
Chudy said. “I guess you can say
the stars were aligned for us to be
able to play at home and to have
the season that we had, you know
the momentum that we created
during the season and our guys
hung in there.”
Chudy also talked about how
much positive energy the state title has created for his team. One
BC player said to another that he
still can’t believe they’re state
champions and that he still has to
get used to saying that.
With spring practice currently
under way, the Renegades are
conditioning and weightlifting
as they get ready to defend the
title this fall.
They will do that without last
season’s starting quarterback
Brian Burrell, who is currently

attending classes at Fresno State
and participating in the football
team’s spring practice.
Burrell broke his collarbone in
the third game of the 2011 season with the Renegades but was
able to return for his sophomore
year with BC, leading the team
to the state championship.
BC suffered two early-season
losses to Mt. San Antonio College and Ventura College. Surprisingly, those were the same
teams they bumped into again on
their road to the state championship in the post season.
“When we played Ventura (the
first time), we felt like we gave
the game away,” Chudy said.
“The officials were a definite impact in that game.”
It was a different story two
months later when the two teams
met again in Ventura on Nov. 17
at the Beach Bowl. BC came
away with a lopsided 48-8 point
victory and set themselves up for
another meeting with Mt. SAC.
“You can’t look down the
road and say we have a chance
to play these guys again,” Chudy
said. “We just had to fix the little
things that we were not doing
very well and our guys got better
every week and obviously by the
end of the year we were playing
really well.”
Chudy felt that his team didn’t
play well in the first matchup
against Mt. SAC, as the Renegade took a 34-14 beating which
dropped them to 2-2 on the season at that point.
“We were lucky,” he said. “In
football you don’t get those opportunities very often, especially
when you’re playing a 10-game

Tyler Goucher / The Rip

Head coach Jeff Chudy, upper left, and Athletic Director Ryan Beckwith, far left, wait
with members of the Bakersfield College football team for the honoring ceremony.
season. You know it’s not like
the NFL where you’re playing
teams twice. You know, even in
the Division 1 level you don’t really see that, where a team gets
to play another team twice.”
The second time around when
the Renegades got another shot
at Mt. SAC, they took full advantage with a 30-21 win, back

on Nov. 24.
“I was really impressed with
how our guys played in the Mt.
SAC game,” Chudy said. “Because we didn’t play very well
the first time we played them,
those guys kind of steamrolled
through everybody and to go
down there and beat those guys
pretty handily, you know at the

end of the day and do it the way
we did it, where we physically
kind of got after them. The way
we were able to move the ball offensively up and down the field
in the second half was a shock to
me.” BC will have signing day
for football players who will be
attending four-year colleges Feb.
4.

BC baseball returns veteran quality pitching staff
By Jason Reed
Sports Editor
The Bakersfield College baseball team is gearing up for a new
season and is looking to bounce
back from an early playoff exit
last year against LA Valley College.
The Monarchs beat the Renegades 5-2 and sent them home
early in a one-game playoff
matchup.
BC finished last season 21-71, including a 10-4 conference
record.
“You go into each year hoping

to improve on the previous year,”
BC head coach Tim Painton said,
when asked about the team’s expectations in 2013.
“That’s first and foremost;
every year is the same, at this
time of year everybody’s feeling good about where they’re
at because nobodies played,”
he said. “I think we’ve returned
some experience on the mound,
which is huge in baseball. We’re
experienced there; we have some
depth there, lots of new faces in
some positions and I think we’ll
grow as the season probably
progresses and that’s usually the

nature of a good team, you have
to continue to grow as the season
moves on.”
Painton was really excited
about the returning pitching for
the Renegades.
Painton mentioned returning
sophomore left-handed pitcher
Justin Kelly, who committed to
Virginia Tech earlier this year,
Kelly was also a starting pitcher
for the Renegades a year ago.
He also mentioned righthand pitcher Brad Lindsey. BC
will also bring back closer Ryan
Stapp, who set a high school record in saves.

“He may have the ability to
step out into a starting role, that’s
going to play out here in the first
part of the season,” Painton said
on Stapp’s potential.
Painton believes that lefthander Darion Nunn has probably progressed more than any
other player he has returning.
Nunn came out of the bullpen
for BC last year.
“He’s kind of stepped into
competing for a starting role
right now,” he said about Nunn’s
progression. “We’re happy with
our pitching.”
Painton said that returning out-

fielder Jordan Turner, who was a
first team all-Western State Conference player last year, will provide great power in the middle of
the lineup.
“That’s the experience that
we’re trying to build around,
and you just don’t know exactly
where you’re at until you get on
the field and compete against
somebody else.”
Painton also talked about what
he and his team are looking to do
as a team to surpass last year’s
accomplishments, which resulted in a 21-7-1 record and postseason defeat to LA Valley.

“I think we did some really
good things a year ago,” he said.
“It’s a whole new group; you
know what happen last year really is no consequence to really at
least 50 percent of this group of
guys because they weren’t here.
“I think for the sophomores
returning more than anything
else, they have a year of more
experience under their belt and
they kind of have an idea going
into a season and how the season
unfolds.”
BC will start the season in
a non-conference game Feb. 1
against Porterville College.

S ports Feedback “Who is going to win the Super Bowl?”
Editor’s note: Sports Feedback,
a feature that asks students their
opinion on various sports topics.

Compiled by:
Graham C Wheat / The Rip

Argenis Duran,
Nursing: “I’m going
for the Ravens.
They have a good
story and I want to
see Ray Lewis get a
ring because he is
retiring.”

Marcos Garcia,
Forestry: “My
bet’s on the 49er’s
because my family
would kill me
otherwise.”

Ryan Reimer,
Forestry: “I have
to go with the
Ravens. Ray Lewis
has leadership
skills and Colin
Kaepernick is
untested.”

Tyler Tunget,
Undecided: “The
Baltimore Ravens
defense is going to
take it.”

Gilbert Ramirez,
Welding:
“Baltimore because
they have good
defense.”
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BC starts solid in WSC at 3-2
By Jason Reed
Sports editor

Martin Chang / The Rip

Bakersfield College foward Conroy Lester drives to the basket in a Jan. 23 game against
Citrus College.

After a slow start to the 20122013 season, the Bakersfield
College men’s basketball team
has started Western State Conference play with a 3-2 record. BC
has been below .500 this season
with a 9-10 overall record. In the
past week, the Renegades lost to
Citrus 70-61 and beat LA Valley
66-59 on Jan. 26.
BC head coach Rich Hughes
talked about how pleased he’s
been with his players since the
break and is confident that they
can get it going and get back into
the top of the conference race.
“We’ve played better, we’ve
had some good wins and we
won some close games,” Hughes
said.
Hughes said before the start
of the season, he was looking
for toughness in his team this
year. He said that the team has
improved on their toughness. He
also went on to explain that there
is room for more improvement
and they can definitely get better.
“We’re a little tougher, but there
is always room for improvement,
and that’s what we’re looking for
with our guys,” he said.
BC’s won its first two conference games after a 6-8 nonconference start, but that streak
ended Jan. 16, at College of the
Canyons when the Renegades
lost 84-81.
BC led 41-36 in the first half,
but was outscored by eight in the
second half by the Cougars.
Forward Conroy Lester led the
Renegades in scoring with only
13 points on 6-for-12 shooting.
Temjae Singleton of Canyons
was the game’s leading scorer
with 24 points.
With
that
loss
BC
fell to 2-1 in the WSC.
BC’s losing streak extended to
two Jan. 23, when it collapsed in

Martin Chang / The Rip

Bakersfield College forward Conroy Lester attempts a
layup in the Jan. 23, game against Citrus College.
the second half, falling 70-61 to
Citrus College.
The loss dropped BC to 4-4
at home and two games below
.500 with an 8-10 overall record. Citrus improved to 3-1 in
the conference and 10-7 overall,
winning five of its last six games.
“We didn’t box out that well in
the second, which led to them
getting some easy shots inside,”
BC coach Rich Hughes said.
“Big difference in the second
half is that we got almost no
transition points, which we got a
lot in the first half. When we get
transition points we have a lot
more confidence in ourselves offensively and we got barley any
in that second half.”
BC led Citrus 40-29 after the
first half, but was outscored 41-

21 in a second half. Citrus took
its first lead of the game when
center Brent Watkins scored inside on a put back basket.
BC had no answer for Watkins
as he carved up 24 points with
9-for-10 shooting, including
5-for-6 at the free throw line.
“We didn’t defend well, when
our big guys have to rotate and
stop penetration, that leaves big
guys open against smaller guards
and we didn’t do a good job of
stopping their penetration,” he
said on his team’s effort defensively inside the paint.
Watkins was one rebound shy
of a double-double, with nine.
BC will take its next game on
the road. On Feb. 2, BC will visit
(10-6) Santa Monica.

BC women basketball
off to a 4-1 start in WSC
By Jason Reed
Sports editor

The Bakersfield College women’s basketball team finished the
months of November and December with a below .500 record of just seven wins and eight
losses.
January has been a different
story. BC has started conference
play and is off to a 4-1 start.
“I feel like we’re really improving and doing some nice
things,” BC coach Paula Dahl
said about her team’s performance over the holidays. Dahl
also talked about how impressed
she is with the way that her team
has been working to get better.
BC suffered a major blow
back on Nov. 30, when freshman guard Claesey Tarver tore
her ACL in the Santa Ana tournament against San Diego Mesa.
Tarver will miss the remainder
of the season and will receive
a medical redshirt, so that she’s
able to return next season as a
freshman.
BC took its first conference
loss Jan. 16, at College of the
Canyons, falling 80-65 to the
Cougars.
“A lot of teams we’re playing,
we’re really undersized but we
use our athleticism and we outrebound some of these teams at
times,” Dahl said on the team’s
effort to comeback and tie the
score against Canyons, when her
team went down by 13 points.
Forward Sabrina Lopez finished the game with 14 points,
going 12-for-15 at the free-throw
line. She was BC’s leading scorer
off the bench. Sophomore guard
Haley Huntington led the Renegades with 16 points and shot
a team-high 40 percent from the
three-point line. Guard Brittney
Smith recorded a double- double,
with 13 points and 10 rebounds.
BC will play Canyons again Feb.
9 at BC.
On Jan. 23, the Renegades
played host to LA Valley College

(13-8), and came away with a
55-49 win.
Despite a woeful 29 percent
shooting from the field and 55
percent at the free-throw line,
going 16-for-29, BC managed
to overcome a late surge by the
Monarchs. With the win, BC
improved to 3-1 in conference
play, tying them with Canyons,
which holds possession of first
place due to an early conference
victory over the Renegade back
on Jan. 16.
BC led LA Valley 26-21 at
the end of the first half. Guard
Haley Huntington made all three
of her three pointers in the first
half and was the leading scorer
at halftime with nine points off
the bench.
“I think most people consider
LA Valley the best team in our
conference. That was a huge win
for us, I knew we needed to get
them and get them at home,” an
emotional Dahl said on how big
the win was.
“I’m just really proud of my
kids, great team ball and it was
total team effort.”
LA Valley open the second
half on a 10-5 run and tied the
game at 31. After a timeout, BC
went on a 9-5 run and led 40-36
with 9:31 to play in regulation.
BC took its biggest lead of the
night at 11 with 4:11 remaining,
and seemed as if they were going
to pull away with the game. LA
Valley refused to go away, and
sparked a 9-0 run and was down
only six with 2:50 remaining.
“We panicked a little bit, but
not enough to let them comeback
in it,” Dahl said on her team’s
will to stay strong and pull out
the victory.
“I was just excited for my kids
that we got this and we stayed
strong even though they made a
run at us, we held strong down
the stretch and took care of business.”
LA Valley cut BC lead to three
with 1:10 remaining. Prior to a
BC timeout, forward Brittney

Smith fouled guard Lydia Pope
of LA Valley. After the timeout
Lydia missed two free throws
and was able to secure her second
miss with an offensive rebound.
After another miss basket, the
Monarchs had to intentionally
foul the Renegades.
Sophomore guard Emilee
Parks shot just 2-for-12 and
0-for-5 from three. But her
two baskets couldn’t have come
at a better time for BC, as she
knocked down two critical shots
in the closing minutes for her
team.
BC missed five straight free
throws and LA Valley missed an
uncontested three pointer with
another chance to tie the game
and possibly send it into overtime before BC hit its final three
free throws to close out the game
with a 55-49 win.
“We rebounded a lot better in
the second half, I was concerned
about the first half and still trying
to teach them the right position
of that weak side board, because
it’s so important for us,” Dahl
said of her team’s effort on rebounds.
BC finished the game with 44
rebounds. Brittney Smith led the
Renegade with 13 rebounds. She
also recorded nine points and six
block shots, nearly coming away
with a triple-double.
Freshman guard Khiylah
Dean finished the game with a
team high 12 points, going 2-4 at
three point line and recorded five
steals for the Renegades.
On Jan. 23, the Renegades
continued their winning ways
with a 48-30 blowout win over
(11-9) Citrus College, who fell
to 0-4 in the Western State Conference.
BC shot only 19 percent in the
first half, going just 6-31 from
the field and trailed 18-20 at the
half. Brittney Smith led BC,
with 15 points. She collected all
of her points in the paint, going
7-13 at the free throw line.
The Owls went on a 13-0 run
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Bakersfield College forward Brittney Smith runs the court on a fast break after a steal against LA
Valley College Jan. 19, in a 55-49 winning effort.
after trailing 18-7, and took a two
point lead into halftime.
The second half was a different story for Citrus, as they could
only manage 10 points on 3-for29 shooting, including 4-for-6 at
the free throw line.
“We stopped playing individual basketball and we played team
ball,” Dahl said when asked what
the team did different in the second half, holding Citrus to just
10 percent shooting.
“At halftime, they talked about
how they were letting their frustration get the best of them, and
they didn’t in the second half.”
BC switched into a 2-3-zone
defense in the second half, due to
the dominance inside by 6-foot2-inch forward Jaelyn Wilson,
who put up 10 first half points
in the first half. She was held in
check in the second half on just
1-4 shooting and couldn’t seem
to get by the Renegades tough
second half defense.
“If we’re not in as a team we
can’t win, and we showed that
the first half. Every night you
never know who’s going to be
our best player or who is going
to come up with the big plays,”
Dahl said.
With the win, BC improved
to 11-9 and 4-1 in the WSC, tied
with Canyons for first place. BC
will play its next game Jan. 30, at
West LA College.

Mayan Lara / The Rip

Bakersfield College forward Mackenzie Odle passes the
ball out of a double team against two LA Valley defenders.

Spotlight

Page 12

The Renegade Rip www.therip.com

Wednesday, Januar y 30, 2013

Robin shin / The Rip

A group of cosplayers from different Japanese animations attend the 2013 Spring Bak-Anime at the Marriott Hotel at the Convention Center. They gather around for a group photo
for other fans, cosplayers and attendees at the convention.

Cosplayers gather at Bak-Anime
By Robin Shin
Online Editor

robin shin / The Rip

Attendees scan and wait in line in order to purchase
souvenirs from the vendors at Bak-Anime.

robin shin / The Rip

Hannah Witthans, dressed up as the character Jack Frost
from the movie “Rise of the Guardians.”

luis garcia / The Rip

Ivy DoomKitty, poses
as Samus Aran from
“Metroid.”

luis garcia / The Rip

Rick Gonzalez, dresses
as the Creeper from
“Minecraft.”

After their last convention in the summer of 2012 at the
DoubleTree Hotel, Bak-Anime returned Jan. 20, at their new
location: Bakersfield Marriott hotel, downtown by the convention center.
This year, the event was held for over 1,400 attendees; most
of them dressed as characters from an anime or from popular
internet culture.
The attendees who dressed up at the conventions call themselves Cosplayers. Cosplayers comes from the word Cosplay,
which is short for costume play.
“It’s kind of nice,” stated Katlyn Ghagan, 16, a student from
Centennial High School, “Didn’t think everyone would dress
up.” Like many of those who cosplayed for the convention,
Ghagan was dressed up as a character named “Feferi” from an
internet story called “Homestuck.” She stated that one of the
perks of coming to the convention was getting to know people
who share the same interest as she does.
“Everyone is really friendly and really accepting, especially
when you are in costume,” stated Hannah Witthans, 16, a student from Valley Oaks High School. She stated that this was
her fourth attendance at Bak-Anime convention. She was cosplaying as the character “Jack Frost” from the recent Dreamworks movie “Rise of the Guardians.”
Witthans stated that the convention’s attendance has grown
in number and that their new location is much more spacious
and less crowded than their previous one. She also stated that
she saw other attendees from the last year’s convention and that
it was really fun seeing them again.
This year at Bak-Anime, the special guest to attend was Roger Craig Smith, the voice actor who voiced Sonic the Hedgehog and Ezio Auditore Da Firenze from the Assassin’s Creed
franchise. Fans and admirers stood in line in order to meet and
receive autographs from Smith.
From nearby vendors at the convention, they were able to
purchase posters and other prints, which had characters Smith
voiced, so that they were able to have a proper souvenir autographed by the voice actor himself.
A little after the signing, like previous years, Bak-Anime
held a costume contest before the end of the convention. It is
where a cosplayer or a group of cosplayers get on the stage and
are able to promote the costume they handmade. They also
have the chance to perform various acts such as dances, skits,
or just simply posing.
Koi Koi Cosplay, a group which is composed of: Corinna
Roy (18), Miranda Roy (17) and Elizabeth Nagle (17), won the
“Best Performance” at the convention this year. The three were
cosplaying as characters from a popular anime titled “Axis
Power Hetalia.” This was their second time winning the “Best
Performance” at Bak-Anime. They won their awards by dancing to Japanese pop music, taken from the Internet.
Steve Wyatt, the man who plans the Bakersfield Comic Con
and Bak-Anime, stated that they would hold their next BakAnime once again in the Marriott Hotel. The next convention
will last for two days, instead of the traditional one day. Wyatt
stated that there is going to be a dance and even more programming than currently scheduled for Bak-Anime.
“People are going to expect a lot more,” Wyatt explained
when questioned about the two day long Bak-Anime conventions. He stated that the attendance price will increase,and will
make sure that the future events and programs will worth the
price they are paying. The current prices for both days are yet
to be revealed.
Bak-Anime has a Facebook and is promoted through local newspapers. Through their promotions and with attendees spreading the word, Wyatt stated that they gained a couple
hundred more from their last convention. Their next convention
will be held from Nov. 2-3 at the Marriott Hotel.
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Tory Beck, dressed up as the character Vinyl Scratch from
the series “My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic.”
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Jeff Dumbar, dressed up as Amon from “Legend of
Korra,” poses for the audience during the costume contest.
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Hannah Witthans strolls across the stage during the
costume contest as Jack Frost from the movie “Rise of the
Guardians.”

