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BC UNDER CONSTRUCTION

New life for
old rooms
under way
By Cassandra McGowan
Reporter

After 57 years in its current location, Bakersfield College is getting
a much-needed facelift.
Over the past few semesters there
have been various construction
projects around campus
These renovations started with the
Speech, Arts, and Music building as
well as the outdoor amphitheatre
and have continued with the remodeling of the small theater located in
Fine Arts 30. The courtyard in the
Science and Engineering building
has also been remodeled.
Construction and renovations in
the SAM building have been ongoing since April 2013 and are expected to be complete in 2014. BC’s
public relations representative, Amber Chiang, said that progress is
“not ahead, nor behind.”
When the SAM reconstruction is
finished, the building will host two
elevators to comply with the rules
of the Americans with Disabilities
Act,as well as a brand new theater,
and other upgraded amenities for
the Performing Arts department to
utilize to their full extent.
The courtyard in the Science and
Engineering area also was redesigned. The grass, fountains, and
perimeter bench were removed.
Chiang stated that the remodel was
designed to be more useable by students and have more foliage and
seating areas available.
A bond from the Safety Repair
and Improvement District funded
this construction.
“They are still looking for an oil
company to help support the courtyard because of the natural extension from science and engineering
to the oil fields,” said Chiang.
Fine Arts 30, which holds a small
theater, was another recipient of a
makeover.
The theater was aged and had
some safety issues according to
BC’s Performing Arts department
chair John Gerhold.
He said there were broken, unsafe chairs and light fixtures, and
a lot of the equipment they used in
the room was outdated.
The chairs were replaced, as was
the carpet and broken light fixtures.
Gerhold also said that the entire
Fine Arts building, including the
theater, got a fresh coat of paint. In
regard to all of the updates made on
the Fine Arts building Gerhold said,
“We’re very happy they did it.”
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Displaced professors eager to see renovation done
By Cassandra McGowan
Reporter
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A worker drives a backhoe
on the sidewalk near the
SAM building. Much of the
construction was started
during the summer months.

As the construction at the Speech,
Arts, and Music building makes
progress, the Performing Arts department is becoming increasingly
anxious to get back to their old
home.
The remodeling of the SAM
building has forced the movement
of all the classes that used to take
place in there.
This has caused a lot of stress
on the students as well as instructors that used to conduct class in the
building.
Bakersfield College’s concert
band instructor, Tim Heasley, who
has been at BC since Spring 2008
said that he had a few years in the
SAM building before they were
forced to pack up and move saying,
“We’ve moved every year since we
moved out of there.”
Heasley said the concert band
had to use Forum 102 at one point,

which has no storage for instruments and the students had to sit because there is no standing room.
Heasley said the move was actually a “positive experience” because
the band was able to “focus on athletic band material and practice in
an athletic stand setting.”
He also said that another positive was that the concert band
has formed a close bond with the
Athletic Department and it really
brought the two departments closer together. “It was a really good
thing,” he said.
The SAM building has been void
of classes since 2011, but construction didn’t actually start until April
2013. The instructors and students
who will be utilizing it upon completion are excited to see it finally
coming to fruition.
Bakersfield College Performing
Arts department chair John Gerhold
is pleased to see the SAM building finally making headway. He
says that while it has been hard to

SGA gears up for the new semester; old
programs return, new ideas take shape
By Graham C Wheat
Editor-in-Chief

The new Student Government Association at Bakersfield College is
installed and looking toward the future of the spring semester, and also
making a lasting mark on the campus
for years to come.
SGA president Travis Tillis sat
down to discuss the tentative plans
for SGA in the upcoming school
year, as well as his ideas to strengthen
the student body and bring a stronger
sense of community to BC.
Tillis, 33 and double major in
history and industrial technology,
is excited to continue the effective
programs that past SGA’s have implemented, such as The Renegade

Pantry.
“The continuation of programs
like that is important on this campus,” said Tillis regarding the food
distribution service.
“I know things like The Pantry
are important to a lot of people, but
there are also other things that need
to be looked at, such as our Veterans Center,” said Tillis regarding the
subject of things he wants to focus
on improving. Tillis cited ideas like
having a dedicated counselor to deal
specifically with veteran’s problems.
He also expressed an effort to expand
the Veteran’s Center in general.
The effort to build strong unity
across a diverse campus is also a top
priority for the new SGA president.
“We have a wide variety of clubs

on campus that effect a large demographic of students. I want to make
more tools available to them, so
they can pass it on to the people in
those clubs.” On that note, Tillis said
he would explore options like reevaluating SGA operational costs to
make more financial funds available
to said clubs.
Tillis also spoke of SGA-sponsored events where part of the proceeds would benefit the club in
question.
“Taco Tuesday is coming around
this semester. Basically, club members along with an SGA officer will
sell tacos on Tuesday,” said Tillis.
“Each club, whether it is M.E.Ch.A.
or another club, will get a piece of
Please see SGA, Page 5

cope with not having all the amenities SAM had to offer, a lot of the
equipment was decades old and
there were many safety issues.
Gerhold said the displaced department has done a “good job
adapting, but it’s been trying.” Not
being in the SAM building “keeps
[students] from achieving maximum success,” said Gerhold. He
hopes to be in the new building by
the fall semester of 2014.
The SAM building will also be
getting a new name along with its
new, polished look.
The new building will don the
name SPARC: Simonsen Performing Arts Center.
The new name is in memory of
Edward Simonsen who was BC’s
president from 1958-68 and was
then Kern County Community
College district’s chancellor from
1968-78.
Simonsen was highly involved
in the music department and was a
part of the Bakersfield Symphony.

BC football looks to future after setbacks

Mayan Lara / The Rip

BC football, which had off-field turmoil last summer,
starts the season with a win. See stories in Sports, page 8.
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Twins carry on tradition
By Cindy Hernandez
Reporter
Imagine being able to say your great,
great aunt was one of the very first graduates at Bakersfield College.
Well, fraternal twins Colby and Shelby Chase can.
The twins heard of the interesting
news when their aunt Margret Edmonston was flipping the pages of BC’s
book The Centennial when she saw a
photo of Josephine Chase.
Shelby recalls being shocked to find
that someone in her family was among
the first class of graduates at BC.
When asked how it felt to carry on the
family name at the college Shelby said,
“I guess it’s okay because most of my
family started off here.”
Other family members of the twins
that attended BC were their dad, aunt,
grandparents, and their aunts’ cousins.
Word got out after their grandmother

called the school and made it public.
The twins have had their photo taken
and have been interviewed for newspapers and television. They are beginning
to think that all the attention they’re getting for this is too much of a big deal
considering they don’t know much
about their great, great aunt.
Colby says, “it’s a hell of a way to
start the school year” and continues to
rant, “It’s crazy because people keep
asking me, ‘what do you think about
this,’ I’m just like, ‘well I don’t know
what to think. I just think that this is
freaking crazy that this keeps happening.’”
Colby and Shelby graduated from
Highland High School last Spring.
Colby is majoring in Biology with
plans to become a Pharmacist.
Shelby is majoring Animal Science.
She says, “I think I might become an Ag
teacher because I took FFA and I really
liked it.”

antonio mendez / The Rip

Colby Chase, a biology major, and his sister Shelby, an animal science major, are ancestors
of the first graduate of BC.
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Former BC student
rocks, rolls in L.A.
By Cindy Hernandez
Reporter
Former Bakersfield College student
Breanna Fields, 20, has ditched her studies and is well on her way of pursuing her
musical career.
“I felt it was time to pursue my passion,” she said. Fields learned to play
guitar at age 14. In April 2013 she decided to move to Los Angeles knowing
that would be the place for her to make
connections with people in the industry
in order for her to become a successful
musician.
She is living in a nine-bedroom cooperative community townhouse called
Synchronicity LA with 11 other artists
including musicians, social workers,
teachers, scientists, engineers, filmmakers, cooks, historians, and more. “I’m
playing with other musicians here,”
Fields says.
Fields main project is working with
musician Johanna Chase, who also lives
in the townhouse. They are currently
working on recording music together and
eventually going on tour.
Breanna says, “We can do something
special and something different, ‘cause
I’m into classical and she’s into folk.”
Chase and Fields have played together
at House of Blues in the Foundation

Room.
Fields is also the guitarist for a band
called Adam Bones. The band is named
after the vocalist who originally formed
the band with his brother and other members.
Adam Bones now consists of three females and one male. Tracy Lambertucci
plays bass, Rikki Watson plays the drums,
Breanna Fields plays the lead guitar, and
Adam Bones plays rhythm guitar.
When Fields and the other women
joined, they kept the name of the band.
They also still play all the same songs.
They usually have between five to six
shows a month. One venue she mentioned playing at was The Viper Room
on the Sunset Strip. Fields enjoys playing with the band and specifically Bones.
She says, “He’s such an interesting person playing live, he’s a good performer.”
The band is managed by Knitting Factory Management, which promotes their
music and books shows. Adam Bones
played at On The Rocks in Bakersfield
on Aug. 23, and Fields said that the band
will possibly be playing in Bakersfield
again in a few months.

Breanna Fields, second from right, plays lead
guitar for the band Adam Bones, which includes
bassist Tracy Lambertu, left; Adam Bones, center,
and drummer Rikki Watson, right.

Comic-Con
bringing in
top artist

Kern County fair
back with new
exhibits, music

By Kennedy Thomas
Reporter
On Sept. 22, the Bakersfield ComicCon will return for its sixth year in a
row. Featuring world-renowned illustrator for Mad Magazine Sergio Aragonés, local comic book artists, and
many veterans of the comic book industry, the event will offer a wide array
or talent.
Promoter Steve Wyatt, 49, who has
overseen each annual convention, was
present this month at Bakersfield’s First
Friday celebration on Sept. 6 to stimulate interest in the upcoming convention, as well as to display his own work
alongside the myriad variety of other
artists who set up tables to showcase
their work to the public.
Wyatt did not hide his excitement for
his guest list for this year’s convention,
especially regarding Aragonés, who is
primarily known for his contributions to
Mad Magazine from 1963 to present.
“This is probably the greatest living
cartoonist,” said Wyatt. “Everybody
has seen his work, even if they don’t
know him. Almost everybody at one
point has picked up a Mad Magazine.
The guy is a god. He is in our industry,
what Jimmy Stewart was to the acting
industry.”
Wyatt, who has been involved in
the comic book industry for 35 years,
has worked with prominent artists and
writers, and published multiple comic
books of his own. His extensive experience has allowed him to form a large
group of connections within the industry, many of which have appeared at
previous Bakersfield Comic-Cons and
will return this year.
Many returning guests, such as Mike
Hampton, a self-publishing comic
writer, Tone Rodriguez, who works on
“Futurama,” “Simpsons,” and “Kiss”
comics, and Derek Fridolfs, known for
work such as “Batman: Li’l Gotham,”
do not attend merely to promote their
work. Wyatt’s stable of exhibitors consists of more than just business associates.
“We have a lot of returning guests,
and the reason they’re returning guests
is because almost every guest I bring
in is my friend,” said Wyatt. “I know
these people. Sergio Aragonés, I sell
his art for him. Tone Rodriguez, one
of my closest friends. Mike Hampton’s
like my other son, he lived with us, he’s
worked with me since he was 14. So
these are all my friends.”
Erwin Ledford, 28, a graduate of Bakersfield College and local comic book
artist, was also present at First Friday.
Ledford will be one of the exhibitors at
this year’s convention, promoting various books that he has created over the
past year. He hopes that the Bakersfield
Comic-Con will contribute to a growth
in comic appreciation within the area.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
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By Myrissa Johns
Reporter

Kennedy ThomAS / The Rip

Promoter Steve Wyatt, at a booth during First Friday on Sept. 6, talks
about the Comic-Con event in Bakersfield scheduled Sept. 22.
“I was born and raised in Bakersfield,” said Ledford. “There aren’t a
lot of Bakersfield comic artists making
their own stuff. In terms of Bakersfield natives, physically creating comic
books, it’s a bit of a unique thing in my
opinion. I would like to cultivate some
sort of comic creating culture.”
Ledford is not alone. Progress toward a more active comic book culture
in Bakersfield is also Wyatt’s goal, as
he perceived a lack of celebration of
comics in the community before organizing the first convention in 2008.
“Somebody needs to do it, and when
I moved to town there was nobody doing it,” said Wyatt.
Wyatt’s assertion, that a potential audience was not being served, was correct. Attendance has grown every year,
with approximately 450 people during the inaugural convention in 2008
increasing to approximately 1,000 in
2012. Wyatt expects this trend to continue.
“Last year was a thousand people,”
he said. “This year I’m hoping for just
1,200, I’d be surprised if 2,000 people
came but it could happen.”
Continually growing an event of this
scale, however, has not come without
its challenges.
“The hardest part is getting the word
out,” said Wyatt.
In addition to gatherings such as First
Friday, Wyatt collaborates with local
businesses and clubs, and uses Facebook to spread awareness.
Wyatt hopes that in addition to the
many recurring guests from previous
shows, new guests will help to spur interest. Some of those new to the floor
for this year are Dan Brereton, who has
worked on “Batman” and “Superman”
comics, and Drew Johnson, known for
his work on “Star Wars” and “Wonder
Woman” comics.
Workshops, contests and prizes will
be a large part of the festivities at this

year’s convention. Classes will be held
that will lead participants through the
process of creating and distributing
their own work: “Creating a Character” with Scott Shaw, “The Story &
Script” with Dan Brereton, “Drawing
the Comic” with Tone Rodriguez and
Drew Johnson, and “Publishing Your
Comic” with Stephanie Lesniak.
This year will feature the convention’s first-ever costume contest, door
prizes for the first 300 attendees, a charity raffle, and a special game involving
local members of the Star Wars fan club
“The 501st Legion” titled “Shoot the
Stormtrooper.”
Wyatt emphasized that the money
raised at the convention from the raffle
is used strictly to help the community.
Wyatt uses the funds to donate food
through local Vons stores, which help
to match his donations and contribute
to the Bakersfield Food Bank.
“I’m not doing it for money. I’m doing it out of a love for the industry,” he
said.
In addition to new guests, prizes, a
reduced cost of admission from the previous year’s $7 down to $5, attendees
can also look forward to a new venue.
For the first time, the convention will be
held at the Bakersfield Marriott instead
of the previous location, the Double
Tree Hotel. Wyatt cited the lack of
space at the Double Tree as the primary
reason for the switch.
“At the Double Tree it was a great location, don’t get me wrong, I like those
people there, it had nothing to do with
bad people, but the hallways there were
so thin, people were elbow to elbow.
The Marriott just has so much more
room and it’s got these lobby areas, and
their lobby is three times as wide as the
Double Tree. It’s more for the fans, the
cost’s the same, everything’s the same.
It’s convenience for the fans.”
Attendance will cost $5, and parking
is free.

Kern County Fair “Best in the West” is returning Sept.
18 with many new additions. Michael Olcott, CEO of Kern
County Fair, stated, “We have a lot of new exhibits coming
on.”
People can expect to see Frisbee dogs, gold mining, a
sand-castle exhibit called Sandscape, and the return of the
elephants.
“People love to ride the elephants,” said Olcott.
Along with the return of the elephants, the Flume ride will
be back to help fairgoers try to beat the heat. Olcott stated
that the water ride was a big hit last year.
There will also be a new carnival attraction called Vertigo
and some other additions for the Kid’s Carnival.
Olcott stated, “The number one reason that people come to
the fair is the food.”
People can expect many new additions to the menu. One
such addition many frequent fair goers will be excited about
is the return of the deep fried Twinkie.
There will be many other deep fried options such as pickles, grilled cheese sandwiches, baked potatoes, pork chops
on a stick, banana and pineapple bits, and even waffles on
a stick.
“One of my favorites is the peanut butter and jelly sandwich, and it’s deep fried,” said Olcott.
Other than the deep fried options, there will be many other
food items as well. Ceviche and shrimp tostadas, torpedo
dogs, chocolate covered bacon, maple syrup and bacon funnel cake, roast beef sandwiches, and many others.
Olcott also mentioned that a lot of the more popular menu
choices will be returning this year. Some such items are
smoothies, pizza, curly fries, barbecue, and even Mexican
corn on the cob.
Along with the cooked items for purchase, there will also
be a livestock auction to benefit the Community Action Partnership of Kern Food Bank.
“If people want to buy the animal from the auction, they
can donate it to the CAPK and then the meat will end up going to a lot of the different homeless shelters and things that
need food,” said Olcott.
Along with the “Fill the Need” project, Kern County Fair
is also working on a canned food drive which will be held
Sept. 4.
“It’s a one day thing where you get a free day in if you
bring in four cans of food,” said Olcott.
Kern County Fair will also be participating with the “Pint
for a Pass” project with Houchin Blood Bank, in which people will receive free passes into the fair for donating blood.
The traditional opening day parade will not be continuing
this year.
“It’s a timing issue for people getting here, parking, and
getting in line. Also, it’s an issue with security getting them
down these streets with people crossing in front of the animals,” said Olcott.
People can expect to find many of the same exhibits that
they return to the fair for every year, such as photography,
mineral rocks, food contests, cooking shows, hypnotist
shows, and, of course, concerts.
Opening night will start off with two big concerts.
“We will have Uncle Kracker on the Bud stage and Luis
Miguel on the Coors Grand Stand Arena,” said Olcott.
“[Luis Miguel] is an entertainer out of Mexico. People
should really buy tickets as soon as possible,” said Olcott.
Tickets are priced $59 to $149.
There will be many other concerts throughout the 12 days
of the fair. Some include Jo Dee Messina, REO Speedwagon,
Starship, Lonestar, and many others. With the exception of
the Luis Miguel show, all of the other concerts are free with
admission.
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Centennial events
approaching quickly
By Myrissa Johns
Reporter

Antonio Mendez / The Rip

Gaylen Luis, left, and Harry Wilson, right, have a casual discussion during the art reception.

Faculty art on display
at the Jones Gallery
By Kennedy Thomas
Reporter
The Jones Art Gallery inside of
the Grace Van Dyke library opened
its doors to the public on Aug. 29
for the premier of its new exhibition, entitled “Interplay.” The
exhibition celebrates the 100th anniversary of Bakersfield College
by displaying works of art from
both current and former faculty
members.
“It’s like having a party of art,”
said Margaret Nowling, curator of
the Jones Art Gallery. “It’s a good
opportunity for their [the artists’]
students to say hi.”
Guests who paid the $15 entrance fee for this one night only
event were exposed to a variety of
art styles, while having the opportunity to discuss the pieces with
some of the artists that created

them. Hors d’oeuvres and soft
drinks were served to attendees.
David Koeth, Art Department
chair, presented his own work at
the event, which he called “Things
I’ve Heard, Seen, Said.”
“People take art too seriously,”
said Koeth, whose featured pieces
intended to find humor in various
phrases Koeth has overheard in
conversation by juxtaposing them
with photographs.
Recently retired professor Al
Davis was in attendance, showcasing work in watercolor and
acrylic.
Retired professor Chalita Robinson’s pieces, focusing on the
female form and utilizing warm
colors, were bookended by portraits of her infant granddaughter.
“I miss seeing her color,” said
Carlos Fierros of Robinson’s
work.

Fierros, a local artist who attended the event in hopes of reconnecting with his old professors,
was not alone in his appreciation
of Robinson.
“She still influences my work,”
said artist Iva Cross Fendrick, who
had classes with Robinson and
works as a professional artist who
has had her own work featured at
many events throughout the Bakersfield area.
Other faculty members featured
were Al Naso, Marlene Tatsuno,
Harry Wilson, Laura Borneman,
Cameron Brian, Emily Maddigan,
Debora Rodenhauser, Armando
Rubio, Adel Shafik, Kristopher
Stallworth, and Cecilia Noyes.
“Interplay” will run from Sep.
3 to Oct. 10, free of charge to all
comers, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Thursday at the
Jones Art Gallery

MJ inguito / The Rip

Patrons for the art show remark on one of the many faculty works of art during “Interplay.”

Bakersfield College staff, students and community are preparing
to celebrate BC’s centennial year.
Bonnie Suderman, dean of instruction, spoke about “100” reasons for
students to get excited about the
centennial celebrations.
“I think the 100 Stars does that
very well,” Suderman said.
Suderman explained that BC has
started a program called “100 Stars”
in which students, staff and members of the community are asked
to nominate people from BC’s past
who have done something to be
proud of or to make an impact on
BC or the community itself. These
people will be the 100 stars.
“Throughout the year, we will
be highlighting 100 of these people
that the community chooses, and
presenting to everybody what they
did,” Suderman said.
“I think sometimes, especially
with community colleges, students
don’t understand all the amazing
things that they can do with their
lives after getting out of BC.
“So this will be 100 people that
new students can look at and say
‘I could be an ambassador to that
country,’ or ‘I could be a famous author,’ or ‘I could be a professional
ball player,’ because somebody else
from BC did it in the past.
“I think that’s an exciting thing
for new students to be able to see all
the things that they could possibly
do,” Suderman said.
There are many other plans to get
students involved with centennial
celebrations. Suderman said, “At
major events like the graduation
commencement, they will have different sashes that they’re wearing to
acknowledge that they’re graduating on the centennial year.”
The BC logo has been changed
this year to show the dates that BC
has been here for 100 years.
Suderman spoke about many other plans for events in celebration of
the centennial year.
There are plans of a choir concert
that would have some BC alumni
come back and have a joint concert
with current students. There are
hopes of a golf tournament, a fair
for the Delano Center, and even a
community barbecue.
Suderman explained that they
plan to offer either free food or food
priced the way it would have been
100 years ago. She explained hopes
of getting the part of the community
who wouldn’t normally participate
to join in and feel comfortable coming on campus.
Suderman talked about the possibility of combining the Gardenfest
event. “We haven’t decided yet if
that would benefit Gardenfest or
not,” Suderman said. “We certainly
don’t want to make it take away
from the Gardenfest, so we haven’t
decided on the actual date.”
Suderman also talked about the
Centennial Gala, which is being
planned by Neeley Hatridge, a BC
adjunct instructor of Communica-

tion.
The Centennial Gala will take
place on Oct. 25 in the Gil Bishop Sports Center. Tickets will be
priced at $150 per seat. Anyone is
welcome to come.
The gala will consist of dinner,
dancing, a live band, auctions, and
even giveaways.
Hatridge spoke about the ticket
pricing. “The funds support the
event and then all remaining funds
are to support all other centennial
celebration events,” Hatridge said.
Hatridge explained that any remaining funds after the fundraisers will be put in BC’s Renegade
Fund.
Suderman said, “We purposely
try to come up with events some of
which would appeal to retirees and
people with expendable incomes
and some that would appeal to people who don’t have a lot of money
to spend but that would enjoy or get
something out of celebrating that
we’ve been here for 100 years.”
Suderman explained the fundraisers that are being held in order to
put on the centennial celebrations.
“It’s important to understand
with the centennial that we will
not use any state funds that would
normally go toward classes toward
the centennial parties,” Suderman
said. “Everything that we do for the
centennial will be funded through
fundraisers.
“It’s just really important for students to understand that we won’t
be closing any English classes just
to throw a party,” Suderman said.
BC’s Agriculture Department
is selling Centennial Rose Bushes
and there is a Centennial Book that
is selling for $20.13 in BC’s bookstore and Russo’s Books.
The author of the Centennial
Book worked with BC’s archives
committee to put together the book.
Suderman explained that the book
is filled with stories from people
that are still around or stories and
pictures that were archived.
“It’s really kind of fun to leave
through and see all the odd hairdos
and the different things that were
important at different times,” Suderman said.
The Centennial Book shows the
changes in BC over the years. It
goes from the very first year, 1913,
to present day.
Hatridge and Suderman both
spoke about the planning of the
events.
“It’s been interesting because
I’m still new to the BC family as an
employee,” Hatridge said. “I was a
student here, but as an employee it’s
been a great learning experience because I’ve got to meet so many new
people that I wouldn’t have otherwise.
“Everyone has been so very helpful and welcoming.”
Suderman said, “We’ve been
working on it for almost two years
now, so now we’re at the point where
we’re not just talking about what we
want to do or what are good ideas,
but actually doing them.
“Now it’s crunch time.”

Students adjust
to a new school
and a new year
By Nicholas Torres
Reporter
As the new school year begins, many
students will find themselves taking their
very first footsteps on the Bakersfield
College campus while others will be taking their final steps onto the campus.
The beginning of the new school year
can bring many mixed emotions, especially for incoming freshman.
Freshman Stephanie Maciel said, “I am
excited for what the college experience
brings. I know it is not going to be like
a major university, but this is like a little
preview of what it is like and I am excited
for it.”
Another freshman Karisma Normandin, a Theater Art major, said, “I love it
here. The professors are great.”
Being a theatre art major, Normandin
said she is really looking forward the annual Shakespeare fest.
Fellow student Israel Rodriguez, a
Criminal Justice major said, “I’m looking
forward to meeting new people and being

Priscilla Dauven / The Rip

Students take advantage of the many club tables during the first week of school hoping to find new hobbies and interests.
successful in my classes.”
He also explained that he feels the BC campus is a good campus overall and that the curriculum fulfills his learning needs.
Even though many students are excited and
upbeat about the new school year, some are not
as excited about the new school year.
Jerry Garay, a Business Administration major said, “I felt like I did not have a summer
vacation, I went to summer school and worked
the entire summer.”
Garay also explained that he is looking for-

ward to finishing his last year here at Bakersfield College.
“Even though I like the campus and the city
of Bakersfield, I am ready for a change in scenery and the chance to expand my horizons,” he
explained.
For others, coming back home for a semester
or two after going away to another college for a
few semesters gives students a chance to come
back home and better prepare themselves for
their future plans.
Ally Eggert, also a Business Administration

major, spent some time going to school in the
Orange County area for a couple of years but
decided coming back home for a semester was
the right thing to do.
“Even though I am not going be here for
long, I am excited for what Bakersfield College
has to offer. I am hoping to get some classes
completed so I can go transfer to a university
that I know I will be ready and prepared for,”
she explained.
It seems students are adjusting well to the
start of the new school year.
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University reps on hand for BC transfer day
By Mayan Lara
Photo Editor
Every year colleges from across the
state gather at Bakersfield College for a
day to give students the latest information
on degrees and major programs, and admissions and housing information. That
day is called Transfer Day. This year’s
Transfer Day was held on Sept. 9 in the
Campus Center.
35 college representatives attended this
year’s Transfer Day. Among the list of 35
representatives were two newly added
colleges. Bakersfield College welcomed
the University of Alaska Fairbanks and
California State University San Marcos.
After years of increased Bakersfield
College students transferring to the UAF,
the college decided to send Recruiting
Coordinator, Amy Arkwright, to BC.
Along with the most commonly asked
questions about degrees and major programs, Arkwright was also asked about
the temperature and environment.
Arkwright believes that the environment in Alaska is “something different”
than what most students might see everyday. She said that if students were to attend school there, “you might see a moose
wandering around campus one day.”
Although the number of transfer students is still low, compared to other colleges, they’re still hopeful that more
students will be interested in their popular
engineering and mines program.
California State University San Marcos
Admissions Officer, Colleen Manthey
and Academic Advisor, Maritza Baida
worked the crowd as BC students gathered around the CSUSM college booth.
Manthey and Baida were answering all
kinds of questions that day.
Questions from what kind of classes
they offer to when can people apply. According to Baida, CSUSM has a year
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Cal. State Bakersfield transfer and matriculation specialist, Marisa Marquez talks to BC students about the programs offered.
round admission due to non-impacted programs and the college’s Temecula campus.
The college gets a little over 7,000 applications a year and by having a simple, yet “easy
on the eyes” booth at BC’s Transfer Day, they
hope to improve or at least maintain that number.

Still free parking; more
revenues being explored
By Robert Mullen
Reporter
The fall 2013 semester was originally going to see the end of free
parking on campus, and an increase
in parking permit cost. Currently,
however, permit prices have not increased, and free parking still exists
in the south parking lot.
Sean James, Bakersfield College’s executive director of administrative services, had hoped that
recommendations he had submitted
to generate funds would have been
approved and implemented this
semester, but this has not been the
case.
The planned removal of free parking and the increase in the parking
permit costs were designed to raise
money to battle a growing debt in
the parking fund, which James
notes is in critically bad shape, being negative $130,000.
“The [parking fee fund] has operated at a loss since 2007-2008,
and the losses have totaled over
$534,000 from that point forward.
There was a balance in the fund
when we started losing money so it
burned off all the excess money in
the fund.
The end balance as of June of
2012 was -$22,000 and in 2013 we
lost another $108,000.”
This debt must first be paid off,
hopefully without dipping into the
general funds. These changes would

start generating money for very
necessary maintenance on all the
campus parking lots notes James.
“The parking lots are deteriorating,
the surfaces are deteriorating, the
lighting is inadequate”
James submitted his analysis and
recommendations to Zav Dadabhoy, the vice president of student
services, during the spring semester
of 2013, who then presented it to
the Student Government Association for review and input.
“The student government is very
active, and had lobbied for not increasing parking fees to the maximum limit, which was what the
original proposal was, and we have
agreed to a much lower rate [$40]
than what the maximum was,” said
Dadabhoy.
Dadabhoy says the student government had suggested several alternatives.
Some including a tiered payment
system, but many of these ideas
would cost much more in enforcement than the revenue they would
generate.
With the input form the SGA,
James’ recommendation will be
submitted to the board of trustees
during their meeting on September
12, in the Forum building, starting
at 1 p.m. James hopes that by spring
of 2014 BC can have these changes
in place, and begin the long process
of repairing the parking facilities at
BC.

SGA: New president has

plans for BC’s future
Continued from Page 1
the profits from whatever is sold
that day.”
Tillis hopes that ideas and actions
like these will bring a varied student
body closer together.
Tillis is excited about the new
group of officers he is working with
saying that they are “a wonderful
team.”
To bring that team to the student
body, Tillis spoke of the special
days where SGA would be front
and center.
“First is Mexican Independence
Day, and after that we have Constitution Day,” said Tillis concerning the first time the Student Body
would get to know the new SGA.
Part of a continuing tradition, the
Grow-and-Go Resource Fair will
be another SGA planned and spon-

sored event.
Grow-and-Go, designed to be an
accessible tool for transferring students, will be featured prominently
in the coming months as the date
of the fair, Sept. 25, quickly approaches.
“That’s going to be a big deal for
us,” said Tillis of the resource opportunity.
Tillis, who plans on transferring
to Fresno Pacific University after a
spring graduation with a continuing
study in Christian Ministries, hopes
to leave his mark on SGA this semester.
“ I want to leave with more community involvement, with the communities on campus being united
through diversity, and more involvement from the community in
Bakersfield as a whole.”

Transfer Services Counselor, Sue GrangerDickson, coordinator of the Transfer Day event,
hopes to get Bakersfield College students to
successfully transfer out.
Granger-Dickson says, “I heard from a lot
of representatives today (Sept. 9) that a bachelor’s degree is really important now in the job

market. By having events like this, students get
to further learn about different degrees and majors available at those colleges.”
She also stated that the BC Transfer Day
“helps support our mission here at Bakersfield
College, which is to transfer students out.”

Rape suspect raises some
concerns on BC campus
By Cassandra McGowan
Reporter
A string of sexual assaults over
the past two months have brought
forth some concerns for northeast
Bakersfield residents as well as
students on the Bakersfield College campus.
On July 18, the first sexual assault was reported to the Bakersfield Police Department. Then two
subsequent reports of sexual assault, one on Aug. 1, and the last
one reported was on Aug. 18, according to BPD’s Public Information Officer Michaela Sims.
All three victims describe the
suspect in almost an exact manner,
which has prompted Bakersfield
law enforcement officials to start
investigating the suspect as a serial
rapist.
All three sexual assaults took
place in northeast Bakersfield and
with the fall semester just under
way, Sims said there is “increased
patrol in the northeast area of
town.”
First-year BC student Stephanie
Frank, 22, says that she feels safe
on the actual campus where there
is a large amount of people but that

she more than likely wouldn’t feel
so safe if she was walking to her
car in the parking lot at night or
“where you could be cornered and
alone.” Frank also stated that she
did not see many campus police
around the college.
BC’s public safety Sergeant
Chris Counts declined to comment on whether or not they had
added any extra officers on campus but did say that they had received a grant which allowed them
to purchase more T3s for the current officers to be “more visible”
throughout campus.
Billy Avila, 32, says he and his
wife both attend school at BC and
that they also live near where the
last reported sexual assault took
place. Avila said that if he were
to see any man trying to accost a
woman on or around campus that
he would “probably try to beat him
up.”
Avila was concerned for his
wife’s safety and has taken extra
precautions at his home to prevent
anything from happening to his
wife and daughter, who he says has
been sleeping in his room since the
most recent incident.
He said, “I’m constantly check-

ing the rooms at night to make sure
my kids are all fine.” Avila adds
that if you have an alarm system
on your home that you should turn
it on even when you’re home just
for added security.
The so-called serial rapist has
yet to be captured by law enforcement and officials are asking that if
anyone sees anything suspicious in
regard to this suspect that you do
not confront him, as he is believed
to be armed and dangerous.
The BPD and Kern County
Sheriff’s Office are suggesting that
people use caution until this suspect is apprehended, and to constantly be aware of surroundings,
lock all doors and windows, check
who is at the door before opening
it, and that if any unusual noises
are heard at night do not hesitate
to call 911.
The BPD’s crime alert states,
“The suspect is described as a
Black male with a dark complexion, in his late 20’s to 30’s, 5’8” to
6’0” tall with a medium build.
He has been seen wearing a
black ski mask, dark hooded
sweatshirt and shorts. In the most
recent case he was in possession of
a handgun.”
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Admin
changes
hurt BC
students
Another semester has begun
at Bakersfield College, and students are clamoring to return to
their academic glory after a summer of indulgence. Yet, it seems
that the administration is still
lost in the summer shuffle.
More administration changes
over the break, including the
dean of students, have left BC
with some interim administrators and new faces. This revolving door of administration,
which has been going on for a
few years, presents an apparent
problem.
These people barely know
the climate of BC, let alone the
pulse of the campus. Such as the
case: How can they best represent their charges while knowing
little to nothing of the populous
of BC?
Students at BC are focused
on completing their educational
goals, whether it be transferring or earning a certificate, and
shouldn’t be bothered with the
nuances of educational politics,
and rightly so.
BC administration even pride
themselves on this matter, especially now with more focus on
transfer-tuned degree paths.
This focus cannot be achieved
with a constant trundle of administration changes, and students should not suffer because
of educational politics.
If BC administration wants to
tout the transfer talk, let’s make
sure students are indeed getting
the best possible education that
they can get.
We, as students, should not
have to worry about what administrator is being replaced and
how good of a job they will do
making sure we get our education. Any student on campus will
tell you they have plenty to worry about without adding school
politics into the mix.
We need administrators who
know the topography of the
students, which can only be
achieved by having lasting positions that get to know said students. Only through interaction
and seeing the daily workings of
the campus can an administrator
truly be effective in propelling
students to the next podium in
the collegiate plateau.
Don’t expect students to know,
participate, or care about administrators. We shouldn’t have to.
However, that apathy for administrators should not mean a
doomed career at BC.
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Wings are
the thing
By Bertin Rodriguez
Online Editor
Football season started Sept. 5 and what does every party need during your favorite football team’s game?
Chicken wings.
Do you know where to find the best chicken wings in town? Probably not, but you are not alone and up until now I included myself in
this category.
I had the pleasure of trying three of the best chicken wing restaurants in town according to Yelp. House of Wings and Boba Drinks,
King’s Wings and Just Wing It are at the top of the pack when
you search the Yelp website. I ordered 10 wings from each
restaurant and in two flavors, mild and lemon pepper.
These three restaurants go head to head and there
can only be one winner.
House of Wings and Boba Drinks is a small
restaurant tucked away in a small shopping center,
located at 3541 Panama Lane. It only took about 15
minutes to get my order and I was excited to try their
lemon pepper wings. The wings were visually appealing from the size of the wings, to how perfectly fried
and saucy they looked. I took my first bite and was
greeted with very juicy, tender meat, along with a great
amount of flavor. It had a great balance of lemon and
pepper something the other two restaurants didn’t have
with their versions of the lemon pepper wings. After
the lemon pepper, I was ready for the mild chicken
wings. The mild wings were just as juicy and also had
great flavor. They weren’t spicy at all but did have
a heavy taste of salt to them, something I
didn’t experience with the lemon pepper
wings. The mild wings were also in
need of more sauce because I enjoy
chicken wings to be very saucy like
the lemon pepper ones.
Overall, House of Wings and Boba
Drinks had juicy, huge, and flavorful
wings.
King’s Wings is located at 1837 Niles
Street. It only took about 10 minutes to get
my order and was ready to dig into these wings. These
wings were the biggest of all the wings I tried and they had a
lot of sauce on them. I tried the lemon pepper wings first and these wings
had a good bite to them. The wings had great flavor and were juicy. The
only problem I had with the lemon pepper wings was that they didn’t have
enough lemon flavor. The pepper overpowered the little lemon flavor they
had. Next I turned my focus to the mild wings, hoping for a better experience than I had with the lemon pepper wings. The mild wings were
amazing! They had good spice and lots of flavor. I really enjoyed the
mild flavor they had and found myself eating all five wings. I had a
rough experience with the lemon pepper wings but glad they won me
back with the mild wings.
Just Wing it is located at 4725 Panama Lane, in a large shopping center.
The service here was slow, taking about 25 minutes to get my order out.
They had only one waitress and a full bar so the wait time was excusable.
The wings here had the right amount of sauce on them but the wings
were the smallest of all three places I visited. This concerned me because
they were also the most expensive at almost $9. This time I tried the mild
wings first and when I bit into my first wing, it was a little dry. The mild
sauce had great flavor but not enough to counterbalance the dryness of
the wing. I then turned to the lemon pepper hoping for the best and was
greeted with a really good flavor. They had a good balance of lemon and
pepper and were very crispy.
The lemon pepper wings were also a little dry but the lemon helped
with masking it. Just Wing It has very good things about their wings but
there are things that can’t be overlooked like the dryness of their wings.
It was a great battle and I must choose the winner. The best lemon pepper wings goes to House of Wings and Boba Drinks. These wings were
firing on all cylinders and I highly recommend them. The best mild wings
go to King’s Wings. They are generous with the sauce and the size of the
wings, making them a must try. “The Battle of Wings” must have one
winner and that winner goes to House of Wings and Boba Drinks. Overall
they had the best wings and at $8 you don’t have to break the bank.
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House of Wings and Boba Drinks, located at 3541 Panama
Lane is the clear winner with the best chicken wings in town.

Compensating college athletes can be beneficial to all
By Nicholas Torres
Reporter
College athletes are some of the
most dedicated and hard-working
individuals in the world. They work
tirelessly trying to make themselves
better for their respective sport. As
always, this topic brings on the
question whether college athletes
should be compensated for their efforts.
I, like many others around the
country, would agree that college
athletes should be rewarded. They
often practice and prepare themselves as much as professional ath-

letes.
College football and basketball
are the two most profitable sports
at the collegiate level, often making schools hundreds of millions of
dollars in revenue. Colleges often
expose their best athletes as advertisements. Whether it’s selling their
jersey with no name on the back,
but we all know who it is, or putting them on posters to attract fans
to the game.
I think it’s safe to say that all
college students live on a budget
even if they happen to have a job.
Imagine for the athletes who do not
have time to work because of their

demanding workloads.
Not having extra income causes
many college athletes to become
tempted into accepting money in
exchange for signing autographs or
making public appearances.
It’s upsetting that athletes have to
do these type of things in order to
put a little extra cash in their pockets because they are not being compensated for their hard-work and
dedication.
And let’s be honest, if it was not
for the athletes, schools would not
be where they are at today. Athletics alone have put schools in the
national spotlight and in return have

acquired some of the nation’s best
high school athletes to come play
for them.
With all the success these athletes
bring, in the end they are not being
rewarded. I get it, getting a $250,000
education isn’t a bad compensation
but that does not help pay rent or
utility bills that come with being an
adult.
Colleges are moneymaking machines, so what is the problem with
giving their athletes a reasonable
stipend?
I believe if athletes were given
stipends during college it would
help them considerably when they

The Renegade Rip
Editorial Board
First place general excellence CNPA 2011
Winner of the 2003 and 2008
JACC Pacesetter Award
The Renegade Rip is produced by Bakersfield
College journalism classes, printed by Castle Print
Inc. and circulated bi-weekly on Wednesdays.
The newspaper is published under the auspices
of the Kern Community College District Board of
Trustees but sole responsibility for its content rests
with student editors.
The Rip is a member of Journalism Association
of Community Colleges and California Newspaper
Publishers Association.

Staff

Editor in Chief...........Graham C Wheat Reporters/Photographers: Joseph Coley,
Priscilla Dauven, Cindy Hernandez,
Photo Editor........................Mayan Lara
Liza Hernandez, Ruben Hill, , Myrissa
Features and Opinions .........MJ Inguito
Johns, Steve Lara, Cassandra McGowan,
Online Editor............. Bertin Rodriguez
Antonio Mendez, Robert Mullen, Jason
Reed, Bernie Rejon, Sharida Rejon,
Kennedy Thomas, Nicholas Torres

Adviser.......................................................Danny Edwards

become professional athletes and
are receiving contracts worth millions and millions of dollars. It
would help them become better prepared on how to handle their money
on their own.
If and when colleges start to
reward their athletes, there will be
no more stories in the news talking
about players taking some sort of
monetary value for their autographs
or appearances.
I believe one day college athletes
will be rewarded for their play and
in return will be asking the question,
which schools will be able to offer
the most money for their athletes?
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NIN brings back an old
sound with a new twist
By Graham C Wheat
Editor-in-Chief
The many incarnations of Trent Reznor have taken
many forms over the past 15 years. We have seen him
grow from angsty 90’s industrial rock as Nine Inch
Nails (NIN), seemingly country songwriter for Johnny
Cash with “Hurt,” to full fledged musical score composer for the successful movie “The Social Network.”
With his latest album as NIN titled “Hesitation
Marks,” Reznor has somehow found his old niche,
while simultaneously becoming more of the artist he
truly is.
While the overall feel of the album resonates with his
signature industrial electronic sound, complete with riff
laden guitar tracks, the tormented introvert seems to be
all but absent from this album. Yes, there are still songs
that decode into rants about his own personal suffering
like “In Two,” those songs seem to have graduated into
a more focused catharsis.
More refreshing is the content of songs such as
“Copy of A.” Reznor turns his unique perspective to the
current disposable culture of our society. With lyrics
like, “Everything I have said, has been said before,” he
clearly makes a statement about his own presence in the
musical world, while still capturing the essence of our
modern culture. His growth as an artist is not to create

something brash and new, but rather solidify his place
as an artist, commenting and reflecting society with his
own lens.
As his lyrical content has elevated to more than introspective thought, his composition of music has also
seemingly risen to the occasion.
The begging of the song “Satellite” sounds like it
could be found in a “dub-step” oriented club, yet it is
inescapably NIN. Reznor’s hushed voice leads listeners
deeper into the song and you soon find the crunching
guitars and dark spacey effects that categorize much
of NIN’s music. Not to mention the song is about the
prevailing big-brother culture we live in. This is yet
another lyrical example of Reznor examining today’s
society through the art of music.
It was sometimes hard pinpoint the almost dub-step
qualities of some of the beats. But as Reznor does, he
shows us that the current generation of electronic music
can be quality and worthwhile, if the artist is indeed
invested in the product.
So, after a few years of Reznor flexing his creative
muscle in other areas, he makes a triumphant return as
Nine Inch Nails. Once again he has created a blueprint
for ethereal, heavy, dark, electronic music.
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‘Riddick’ brings back the
horror and regains fans
By Robert Mullen
Reporter
“Riddick,” the third film installment of “The Chronicles of Riddick” series, is a fantastic movie
that drops the low fantasy elements of the second film also titled “The Chronicles of Riddick,”
and gets back to the survival horror and group drama of the first
movie “Pitch Black,” that made it
such a cult hit.
Set on a very hostile alien planet, Riddick is hunted by mercenaries who soon find out that he isn’t
the most dangerous thing on the
planet.
This movie is incredibly enjoyable, albeit the first ten to fifteen
minutes feel rather slow. The
acting is top notch; Vin Diesel’s
Riddick is still believably hard-asnails. Jordi Molla is wonderfully
hammy, and the supporting cast
shines with believable and excellent acting throughout. Battlestar
Galactica fans will also note that
Katee Sackhoff’s character treads
very familiar water.
The CGI and desert landscapes
presented are also of high quality and feel suitably alien, though
it still retains that B-movie sci-fi
feel that made the last two live
action films so enjoyable. Thankfully Riddick takes the opposite
approach from movies like “The
Avengers” or “Avatar,” and uses
CGI sparingly, more like a top
layer of icing. It relies more on
writing and acting chops than giant explosions, monsters, or intense gun battles, and in fact some
of the most interesting parts of the
film are when the various interfactions are interacting.
One of the greatest things about
this film is how dynamic it is. Part

of this is due to the strengths of
the series as a whole; having seen
Riddick develop through two previous movies, It is still difficult
to decide where he belongs on a
scale of good or evil and what motivations are behind his actions,
and while this is not a particular
internal conflict for Riddick, it
sure makes dealing with him hard
for the rest of the cast.
Now part of the problem with
this movie is that if a viewer hasn’t
seen the first two films, “Riddick”
will feel a little disjointed. The
opening scene might seem like it
came out of the blue without the
second film giving background on
the Necromongers, and without
seeing “Pitch Black,” the motivation of one character won’t make
sense until the latter half of the
movie.
Of course “Riddick” still stands
well enough on its own, and everything that is necessary to know
for its own enjoyment is there, but
I still foresee a lot of eye rolling
in the first ten to fifteen minutes
by those who haven’t seen the first
two films.
As previously mentioned, the
opening pacing is a little slow, but
after about ten or fifteen minutes it
starts to pick up without being too
overwhelming.
The film seems like it is meant
to stand on the writing and dramatic moments, not on the few action scenes; some audiences may
feel that the lack of these elements
hurt this film.
In the end, “Riddick” is a film
that seems geared towards those
already sold on the series; it isn’t
the best point to jump into the universe, but sci-fi fiends will still
find it a great movie.

Beloved show Rocky Horror still shocks
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The Velvet Darkness cast celebrated the 10th year anniversary of their production of “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show” on August 30th and 31st.
By Sharida Rejon
Reporter
The Velvet Darkness has done it
again.
The Velvet Darkness, a troupe
of local actors, celebrated the 10th
anniversary of their stage production of “The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” at The Empty Space on Aug.
30-31. The production consisted of
The Velvet Darkness actors acting
out the scenes, while the popular
film plays on a screen behind them.
Most of the actors involved in this

production have been playing their
role for several years, but The Velvet Darkness also welcomes new
actors.
Christian Fredericksen, a local actor who has been involved in theater
for a year, was part of the audience
twice before he decided to audition
to be a performer in the show. He
was cast as a “tranny,” or Transylvanian party guest during the “Time
Warp” scene of the show. “The
whole experience was like a wild
party,” Fredericksen said. “This is
easily the most far out fun I’ve had

since getting involved in acting.”
The Velvet Darkness was invited
to perform the show at the Fox Theater in Taft on Sept. 6.
Performing the show can be a bit
of a challenge. “Learning a choreographed dance that has to look like
what’s happening on the screen can
be challenging,” said Fredericksen.
“But to hear the audience cheer for
us, to laugh with us. That’s the payoff for me.”

TV show is good summer indulgence
By Jason Reed
Reporter
People seem to be amazed by
different things every summer. It
could be a vacation, going to a place
you haven’t been in a long time, or
just visiting a place for the first time
ever. Last summer, going to Hawaii
for the first time was just the way
they advertise it on television, the
women, the beaches and the price
for staying. But this summer I decided to stay put in Bakersfield and
work and watch TV.
I don’t watch many things on television; if I’m watching television
you will mainly catch me watching something sports related or my
favorite television show “NCIS,”
which airs on the USA network.
While watching commercials,
waiting for “NCIS” to come back
on air, USA airs a commercial for
their newest television series called
“Graceland.” I’m a big basketball
fan. It generally doesn’t matter if
my team made it to the NBA Finals
or not, I’m still going to watch the

finals and cheer for the underdog.
“Graceland” premiered the same
day and time as the NBA finals, and
I decided to choose “Graceland” instead of watching the Miami Heat in
its third consecutive finals appearance. On the previews of “Graceland” they would play my favorite
song, Radioactive by one of my favorite music groups Imagine Dragons. I’ll have to be honest and say,
that is what made me anticipate the
show, listening to the song on the
previews. After watching the first
episode, I knew that I had a number
two favorite show.
The premise is a group of undercover law enforcement agencies, including the DEA, the FBI, and ICE
living together in a beach house
in Southern California known as
Graceland.
The lead actor is Daniel Sunjata,
who plays the role of agent Paul
Briggs. Briggs is the senior agent
in the house with the most experience and was secretly investigated
by rookie agent Mike Warren, who
was assigned to the house fresh out

of Quantico training. Aaron Tveit is
the actor that plays agent Warren in
the television series.
Brandon Jay Mclaren, Vanessa
Ferlito, Manny Montana, and Serinda Swan are the other actors who
act as undercover agents on the
show.
With so much going on during the
summer and now with one episodes
left in season one, I make sure my
DVR is set to record the show every
Thursday in case I have to work or
just go out with someone during the
time of the show.
There were so many jaw dropping moments and times where I
would develop the chills on my arm
and running down my back when
things I didn’t expect to happen,
happened.
Sept 12 is the day of the final episode of season one and with the first
11 episodes being as intense as they
were, I can only expect the last one
to be even better. Just like the USA
show “Burn Notice,” “Graceland”
will definitely be extended and continue for years to come.
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New director is a familiar face
By Jason Reed
Reporter
It didn’t take long for Bakersfield
College to find a new athletic director after the departure of former athletic director Ryan Beckwith. BC
chose softball coach Sandi Taylor
as the interim athletic director for
the sports programs.
“I’m enjoying it so far,” Taylor
said when asked how things were
going in the new position as athletic
director. “There are a lot of challenges but once we get through the
cracks of that we’re unaware of, I
think it’s going to be a lot of fun,”
she added.
Taylor was the associated athletic
director for 17 years. She said filling in as the interim after Beckwith
resigned felt like the natural thing
to do when she was asked how she
got the position and what type of

thought process it took to make her
decision.
“The biggest challenge really is
trying to get caught up with things
that we need to get done for the
fall,” Taylor said when asked about
the early outings for the various
teams at the beginning of the school
year.
“It kind of feels like we’re just
chasing our tail, but it’s starting to
come together and get acclimated
and get done with what needs to be
done for everybody.”
“It’s no question, we’re a team
here and when I’m asked to do
something, that’s my nature I’m going to step up and do what I need to
do to help,” Taylor said when asked
what made her want to accept the
position and how long it took for
her to make up her mind.
“The thought part of it was, because it’s such a big job and my

role as the softball coach that was
a big decision to step away and start
the transition of not being the head
coach,” she said.
Taylor has been coaching softball for 31 years. Taylor said going from coach to an administrator
is a big change but she’s looking to
grow more as someone in the administrative position.
Taylor also talked about the memorial campaign for the new artificial grass on the football field and
an upgrade for a new track. She
said the program is being handled
through the foundation office and
will still continue.
“Ryan did a lot of good things
here and we hope to build off that,”
Taylor said. “My role now is to get
these teams going and we will go
from there.”
Taylor said that the support
around the campus has been great.

She believes people around the
athletic department have been understanding and patient with new
direction of the athletic department.
“It’s a tough situation,” Taylor
said when asked how the school
is looking to move forward after
its football team was stripped of
its state championship and banned
from postseason play this season.
“I can’t imagine being a member
of our football staff, the players, and
the Helmet Club. It’s been a very
difficult time. My goal, my hopes
is that we work our tails off to be
as clean as we can possibly be,” she
said.
“Our football team is going to
get all the support and respect that
we can possibly give them.”
Taylor said she would begin her
transition out of being the head
coach of the BC softball by being
the assistant coach this season.

The Rip FILE

Sandi Taylor, former softball
coach, steps into a vital role
for the athletic department.
She said she doesn’t see herself
going back into being the head, but
as of this year she will not be the
actual coach on the field.
Taylor also stated that she would
name two co-head coaches for this
year’s season at a later date.

Renegade football brings focus to the future
By Jason Reed
Reporter
With all the controversy over the
summer surrounding the Bakersfield
College football team, with their
state championship being stripped
and a two-year playoff ban, BC still
managed to go into Santa Ana College and knock off the Dons 24-9.
“We’re excited and nervous,” BC
head coach Jeff Chudy said before
the game against Santa Ana. “When
you have a new face at the quarterback position we’re probably going
to have to pair it down a little bit.
The biggest thing right now is getting the quarterback to manage the
game.”
Chudy said he’s hoping his defense will carry the team early on
and set the stage because they are
more experienced on that side of the
ball. “We’re looking for those guys
not to panic,” he said when asked
about the returning defensive players.
“We have a lot of guys that played
a lot last year (on defense) that were
freshman and are now starters and
it’s kind of the strength of our team
right now.”
When asked about the things
that have happened over the summer with the state championship
being stripped, Chudy said that his
number one concern is focusing on
Santa Ana and taking care of business there.
BC was able to hold the Dons
to three field goals and was able
to come away with two takeaways,
intercepting Santa Ana quarterback
Mike Chislock twice. BC quarterback Martin Darrik’s only touchdown of the game came in the first
quarter with 32 seconds remaining
when he connected with sophomore
wide receiver Martin Brock on a
62-yard pass.
Though Chudy was really pleased

Mayan Lara / The Rip

Bakersfield College football players practice during a scrimmage before the season opener. The Renegades opened the season Sept.
7 by beating Santa Ana 24-9. BC opens its home season against Mt. San Antonio College at 7 p.m. Sept. 14 at Memorial Stadium.
with the win, he still feels that the
team needs to get better in certain
areas of the game, specifically
speaking on his team’s execution.
“Santa Ana has a quality football team,” Chudy said when asked
about his team’s performance. “Our
guys competed extremely hard, we
had some execution errors here and
there but I thought we competed re-

ally hard. I thought we gave great
effort, but sometimes giving great
effort alone just isn’t enough.”
Chudy believes that his team will
improve as the season progress.
“It’ll be interesting to see how
some of these new guys perform,”
Chudy said before the game, when
asked about the new players on the
team. “You are always anxious to

see how some of these freshman
will handle the situation and the
limelight. Hopefully they’ll handle
it really well.”
BC freshman running back Preston Hodges didn’t disappoint, rushing for a game high 116 rushing
yards on 21 carries and a touchdown. Hodges was able to officially
put the game away in the fourth

quarter, scoring on a 50-yard run
with 26 seconds remaining in regulation.
“We came into this game saying we got to block and protect the
ball offensively and minimize penalties,“ Chudy said. “We had one
turnover in the redzone that really
hurt us. We realize how important
that stuff is.”

Students give their voice on BC football among the aftermath
By Ruben Hill
Reporter
After having all of its wins vacated from a year ago the Bakersfield
College football team looks to put
that behind them and have the best
season possible.
Students on campus, however,
still have mixed feelings about the
situation.
With many students seemingly
unaware about the ruling, and un-

Dec. 8

clear about why the Renegades
have been stripped of their state
title, there are others who feel that
it was wrong for a BC staff member
to report Bakersfield College to the
state for various violations that resulted in multiple sanctions on the
football program.          
Some students were puzzled that
a former Renegade could be capable
of doing such a thing.
One of whom is BC student Wayne
Franklin, “I don’t understand how a

Southern California Football Association delivers notice of sanctions, effectively
stripping the title and vacating past winning
seasons. School president Sonya Christian
says sanctions are “understandable and
appropriate.” Amber Chiang, Director of
Marketing and Public Relations, states no
member of the football coaching staff or
athletic department will lose their job or be
suspended because of the violations.

Bakersfield College football team wins first State
Championship against City
College of San Francisco.

May 14

May 20

member of our family who understood the commitment and sacrifice
the team had to go through in order
to win a state championship could
turn her back on the family and be
so selfish.”         
Franklin is a former high school
football player who was outraged
when he heard about the sanctions.
“For the team to be punished for
something that was out of their control is something that is very hard
to digest for me,” Franklin went on

Bakersfield College formally submits an appeal to
SCFA saying that in fact
there were no violations
“related to subsidies and recruiting inducements.”

Christian submits a letter
to the editor of the Bakersfield Californian; in essence
saying the penalties did not fit
the violations.

June 12

June 25

to explain.         
Other students around campus
were shocked just to find out all of
the wins from last two seasons have
been vacated.        
“I had no idea that last season no
longer matters in the record books,”
said Aisia Fulmer “I wasn’t aware
of the circumstances, but this is a
terrible thing to hear.”
After being caught up with the
details of the story a sorrowful Fulmer went on to add, “There is no

BC makes a second appeal to
California Community College
Athletics Association

SCFA denies Renegades’
first appeal.

July 9

July 23

way that the players that were not
involved in the scandal should be
punished for the wrong doing of
people they were not directly in association with.”
The mood around campus is still
calm when it comes to the football
program, with students mostly passive about the subject.
Some students are still unaware
of the current and lingering sanctions, including the fact that BC can
not enter post-season play in 2013.

After one year as Athletic Director, Ryan Beckwith resigns

CCCAA denies Renegades’
second appeal

Aug. 2

Sports
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Volleyball confident
despite an 0-2 start
By Ruben Hill
Reporter

MJ inguito / The Rip

Ventura College attempts a penalty kick against Bakersfield College during the game on Sept. 9.

BC starts with 3-0 win,
but then loses 1-0

Despite starting off the season
0-2, the Bakersfield College volleyball team remains optimistic
about their chances this upcoming
season.
BC opened up the season on
Aug. 31 with two home games
against San Diego Mesa and
Grossmont College.
The Renegades struggled on
offense and defense, never really
finding a groove as a team.
“The ultimate goal is to win
state, and I believe we are more
than capable of making that happen,” the team’s defensive specialist Brooke Charles said. “As
far as the 0-2 start, it means nothing other than the fact that we are
0-2. The future is really bright for
us. We are going to do great things
this season.”

The Renegades lost their first
game on Saturday to San Diego
Mesa College in four sets and
went on to lose the second game
to Grossmont College by a score
of 3-1 as well.
Charles went on to explain that
the team needs to get on the same
page and adopt a common mind
set and everything will be just
fine.
The renegades are trying to do
just that by practicing harder in
hopes to turn this season around.
“I would have to say I am confident in our chances for the rest
of the season,” said Kenadie LeeMcNeill, a third-year red shirt
who is the team’s setter. “We had
a rocky start, but after talking as a
team we realized what we need to
work on, and have been pushing
each other each day at practice to
create a more competitive atmosphere.”

By Jason Reed
Reporter

In its first two non-conference
soccer games, the Bakersfield College Renegades have gotten off to a
s 1-1 start to the season. After coming off a shutout 3-0 victory over
College of the Sequoias on Sept. 4,
BC failed to come away with back
to back home victories by falling
1-0 against (3-0) Ventura College
Sept. 6.
BC had its chance in the first half
and the first part of the second half
but couldn’t find a way to get the
ball through the net.
Sophomore goalkeeper, Jena
Seals, had 13 saves before Ventura’s freshman Miranda Campos
connected on a goal at the midway
point in the second half of the game
to lift her team to a 1-0 victory.
“It’s a good team,” said BC head
coach Scott Dameron.
“I think we actually played much
better soccer. It was a much higher
intensity level overall today. I’m
pleased with the way we played.
It hurts to lose. It hurts to give up
the goal late. We were hoping we
could hold them off a little bit longer, but our team played fantastic,”
he added.
Though the team lost to a tough
Pirate team, Dameron still feels that
the team has grown and has gotten
better than they were when they
shut out COS 3-0.
Against COS, Reshana Watson
was able to ease in and come away
with two goals.
She was one shy of the hat-trick
and nearly got it before getting
caught in a scramble with a few

Photos by steve lara / The Rip

Mj inguito / The Rip

Bakersfield Renegade Patty Ruiz slides to get the ball away
from Ventura Pirates’ Abigail Littleton during the Sept. 9
match at Bakersfield College.
COS defenders, which allowed her
teammate, captain Halle Meadows,
to come away with the ball and
score the late goal.
“It’s always good to score three
goals,” Dameron said when asked
what he liked about the first game
of the season. “I was pleased with
the balls we were playing in. We
did a good job of getting the goals.
We didn’t have a ton of shots but I
thought we did a good job of finish-

ing the chances that we had.”
The Renegades will play their
road opener on Sept. 25 in Vallejo
when they take on Solano College.
The Renegades beat the Falcons 1-0
last season at BC.
Among those in attendance at BC
home opener was interim athletic
director Sandi Taylor and school
president Sonya Christian to root
on the girls during the first game of
the season.

Above: Middle blocker Taylor Arley spikes the ball against
San Diego Mesa. Below: BC volleyball coach Carl Ferreira
gives advice to outside hitter Editza Urlas during the first
game of the season.
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Metro gallery promotes Latin culture
By Cindy Hernandez
Reporter
Downtown’s Art District was
pure excitement at this month’s
First Friday, from dancers on the
corner of 19th and Eye, to a live
band playing in Front Porch’s
parking lot.
This is the fifth Latination
at Metro Galleries. It brought
Latin festive music that roared
passed the doors and rolled out
onto the street.
People of all walks of life
filled the gallery to appreciate
the artwork.
There were also Mexican folk
dancers, a group called Gropo
Folklorico de Escuelas Unidas,
which performed in the Latination Kids room. At the gallery
Monique Dominguez, a member of the dance group and BC
student majoring in Biology
says, “People take it as a hobby,
a fashion, a way to show culture.”
The artists were also at the
scene to enjoy the food, drinks,
music, and other art lovers company.

Artist Howard Perez, 38, said,
“It feels really good, you know.
People are coming to enjoy your
work.”
Perez submitted six paintings
but only three were on display.
He began doing art after he married. He wanted to decorate his
house with his own artwork.
Perez is inspired by Jackson
Pollock and sort of mimics his
textured paintings.
His favorite painting is called
“Anger Management.” It was
featured in the newspaper. That
painting is not for sale; it has
too much meaning for him to
sell it.
Art runs through his family.
His mother was an artist and his
fathers’ sister named Esperanza
Martinez, was a portrait painter.
Muralist Sebastian Muralles,
33, says he is grateful his painting made it into the exhibition.
“I wanted to send out the message not to forfeit our culture
and ancestors… [and to] remind
people to preserve our earth.”
He says the pyramids in his
painting represent the sun and
the moon. He used vibrant colors that are meant to induce

positive emotions.
Muralles does mostly murals
featured in restaurants like La
Mina Cantina and also a few
schools. He painted his first mural at Mount View elementary
and did it when he was only 13
years old.
Muralles says it takes him
about 20 hours to complete a
mural and he enjoys every second. Doing art is a form of therapy that relaxes him, he says.
Artist Jorge Guillen, 32, says
it is a blessing to be featured in
the show. He has participated
in every Latination to date. For
the last four consecutive years
he has been on the main floor,
including this year.
He says being part of Latination is a call to action. His message is to simply represent the
culture and his childhood.
Guillen also does spoken poetry on open mic nights at NX
Café and On the Rocks.
“Samba Heat” is the painting
that won Best of Show. Rubia
Van Roodselaar, 42, painted
the masterpiece and said, “It
is the cherry on top. I just love
what I do. I am very surprised.”

Her painting is based on Brazil
about the festivals, carnival, music, rhythm, and costume.
Roodselaar is originally from
Brazil, where she made jewelry.
She does art for a living now,
but she studied architecture at
UC Berkeley.
She began to paint when she
moved to Bakersfield with her
husband and children a year
ago. She began taking art classes at Cal-State Bakersfield with
Joey Knotting. She said he was
really supportive of her artwork
and recalls his words, “whatever you’re doing, do a hundred
more.”
It takes Roodselaar from six
to eight hours to complete a
painting because “half the work
is research,” she says, “Art is
about getting involved in community.”
Gallery Director, Don Martin, says that over 130 pieces
were displayed this year from
50 different artists all over the
U.S. He says, “This is a juried
show. which means any artist is
welcome to enter. A panel of 12
community members judges the
best entries.”

Photos By Sharida Rejon / The Rip

Mimi Ramos, a Solona Ballet alumni,
showcases her talent at First Friday.

The Grupo Folklorico de Escuelas Unidas, a children’s Mexican folk dance troupe, perform during the Latination event held at the Metro Galleries on Sept. 9.

