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Drummers
keep up
the beat
Drumline

Students making noise
in BC’s drum corps and
keeping spirits up
By Daniel Ojeda
Sports Editor

If you’ve been to a Bakersfield
College home football game,
there’s no doubt you’ve heard
them. If you’ve been on campus
Thursday afternoons, you’ve
probably heard them as well.
Heard what, you ask?
It’s the fantastic sound of BC’s
very own drumline.
The drumline is entirely composed of students attending the
college, who besides having to
worry about routines and finding
the time to practice, also have
to worry about things such as
homework and finals.
Early in the semester, the
squad had performances where
they’ve only had three hours of
practice as a group.
But come game day and once
halftime hits, all of that other
stuff goes out the window.
As the drumline walks onto
the field and into position, the
anticipation in the crowd begins
to mount until the performance
begins.
“It gives you more energy
to perform better. You can feel
people watching you. You can
feel their presence and they go
crazy, so it’s fun, especially at

the football games. The crowd
loves us and we love them,” said
Jesus Navarro, member of the
drumline.
With every cheer and every
shout the drumline receives,
it sounds as if the BC football
team had just scored a touchdown, which hasn’t happened
this season as much as we all had
hoped.
Many of the drumline members agree that the enthusiasm
that they show is an exact reaction to the response that they receive from the crowd.
“It’s one of my favorite feelings. I’m able to see people enjoy our performance and it helps
get the adrenaline going,” said
Devon Kinnard, a member of the
drumline.
The director of the drumline is
Tim Heasley and he’s been running the program since he arrived
at BC in the spring of 2008. At
that time, the program was just
in its infancy stage and he hasn’t
necessarily changed the drumline
as much as he has helped expand
the program. With interest growing in the drumline as the years
have gone by, Heasley has been
able to add more instruments
through fundraisers, allowing
the program to continue to grow.

Heasley is also one of the first to
acknowledge how much work
goes into getting the drumline
members ready to perform.
“You have to look like you’ve
been doing this for years because
that’s what the people expect to
see,” said Heasley. “What the
audience doesn’t see is the concentration level required to play
the right notes, have the right
choreography and perform the
best you can.”
Heasley’s love for the drumline isn’t something that is lost to
the members of the group.
“I want to do good for my
director because he’s done so
much for us,” says Hayley Verrell, a member of the drumline
since last fall. “This all reflects
back on the program in the end.”
Despite a high turnover rate
and a squad full of fresh faces,
BC’s drumline isn’t skipping a
beat. The BC drumline doesn’t
solely perform at school functions, and even though members
cycle in and out as the semesters
go on, calls to book the drumline
keep coming in.
“We get more calls than we
can keep up with. We really have
to say ‘no’ more times than we
want to. If students didn’t have
to go to school full time or work,
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Above left: Haley Verrell focuses her attention on her beat. Above: Snare section practices.
I’m convinced that it would be a
business,” said Heasley.
With so many fresh faces,
Heasley has certain members
that he says “have been there and
done that” to help guide some
of the younger members as they
join the drumline. Current mem-

bers such as Navarro, Kinnard
and Verrell are just some of the
members that he looks to offer
guidance to some of the newer
members. Whether they’re performing at the alumni BBQ, at
a community event, or at halftime for the BC football team,

the drumline has earned quite a
following with people eager and
ready to watch them perform.
Heasley couldn’t have said it
better. “There’s something about
music, especially performing
music that is really energetic and
gets the people going.”

Bakersfield College’s smoking
policy still a work in progress
By Darlene Mangrum
Reporter

Alisia Sanchez / The Rip

From left to right: Congressman David Valadao, State Senator Jean Fuller, State Senator
Andy Vidak and Assemblymember Rudy Salas speak to Bakersfield College students,
offering advice as well as answering questions submitted by those in attendance.

BC hosts forum to better inform
By Elizabeth Fernandez
Editor in Chief

Senators Jean Fuller and Andy
Vidak, congressman David Valadao, and assemblyman Rudy
Salas attended and answered
questions for students at Bakersfield College’s annually hosted
legislative forum, sponsored by
the Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce in partnership
with the Business Political Action Committee on Friday, Sept.
26 in the Fireside Room.
The event lasted a little over
an hour and the issue of water
once again took center stage.
The panel, primarily republican
with the exception of Rudy Sa-

las, a democrat, established that
getting water to the county was a
nonpartisan goal. They discussed
their excitement for the upcoming water bond that they have
collectively proposed.
The water bond (Assembly
Bill 1471), or California Proposition 1, does not propose any
changes to current federal policies or to the California Environmental Quality Act, and would
fund the creation of a system
that would be built to capture the
snow melting off of the Sierra
Mountains and direct it toward
the Central Valley, according to
Sen. Fuller.
The panel also dedicated attention to education and work

force development. According to
Rudy Salas, he recently helped
appropriate a bill that would provide 15 million dollars worth of
funding to job training. “Education should be tied to jobs, and
jobs should be tied to education,”
Fuller said.
Immigration platforms were
also discussed, particularly by
Congressman Valadao who considers himself amongst the few
in his political party to advocate
for the issue. “We have a system
that has failed,” he said and emphasized the advances in technology that should be applied
to the system. Valadao also took
advantage of the occasion to
Please see FORUM, Page 6

The smoking policy is still pending a decision
by the Kern Community College District board.
In spring of 2013, Bakersfield College’s students and staff members voted on a designatedsmoking campus or a tobacco-free campus. The
tobacco-free campus won the vote by both students and staff.
Last year, the paperwork was filed and taken
to the district board of trustees where it was postponed until a later date because the paperwork
was not specific about BC being a smoke-free or
a tobacco-free campus.
According to Chris Hine from the KCCD’s
legal department, there is a difference between
smoke-free and tobacco-free. Hine said “smokefree means no smoking at all, meaning no E-cigs,
vapors or tobacco products, whereas tobacco-free
just means tobacco products.” Hine is not sure,
but he believes that new paperwork may need to
be filed if BC wants both a smoke-free and tobacco-free campus.
According to Cindy Collier, the dean of the
Nursing/Allied Health Department of Bakersfield College, her and the SGA president Alex
Dominguez are planning to bring the subject up
at the next meeting with the KCCD administrative board on Oct. 9.
Collier said, “ I prefer to have a complete
smoke-free campus, but I will be happy with a
tobacco-free campus and gladly take baby steps
for anything more.”

Collier also said she would like to start a website that will educate on tobacco and cessation of
it, so that people can see the damage that smoking
does to the health of a person’s body and either
quit or not start smoking at all.
She believes that most college students are at
the perfect age to learn about the health damages,
“between the ages of 19 and 24 is usually when
a person decides if they are going to be lifetime
smokers or not.” Collier said, “If we can help
just five people out of 100 to quit smoking then
we have done our job.”
Dominguez agreed with Collier about educating BC students on the health issues caused by
smoking and wants to help students quit or never
start smoking.
Dominguez would like to re-address the board
about BC being a smoke-free campus. Because
he is a board trustee, it should be a lot easier to
push the proposal through this time around.
Dominguez is going to address the proposal as
a campus choice proposal to have a smoke-free,
tobacco free, or designated smoking area campus.
By doing this, other colleges’ students and staff
can vote on their particular college’s own smoking policies.
“If this proposal passes, we are going to educate our students for the first three years about
health issues from smoking. Aafter that, we are
going to start a citation policy,” Dominguez said.
“With the citations, a person will get a warning
first. Second, a small fine, and for every time after that, the price of the fine will go up. The fine,
legally, can be as high as $100.”

News

The Renegade Rip www.therip.com

Page 2

News briefs
The Local Roller Derby team will be having
a match 8:30-9:45 p.m. on Oct. 8 at Rollerama
off of 34th St. in the Downtown area. The general admission is free for everyone.
***
NAPW is holding a Luncheon, Scary for
Charity 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Oct. 8 at The
Mark Restaurant downtown. It’s $25 for the
lunch and all proceeds go to local charities.
***
There will be a Fall Banquet featuring
singer Brandon Heath, 6-9 p.m. on Oct. 9 at
Valley Bible Fellowship off of East Brundage
Lane. The price for dinner and show is $45
and $30 for students.
***
“Bursting Stars of the Improv Comedy
Show” by the Fairy Godmother Foundation
will be held 6:30-9:30 p.m. Oct. 9 at The Nile
off of 19th St. downtown. The general admission will be $25 with dinner and $10 without
dinner.
***
The Bakersfield Alley Music Festival will
be held 4-10 p.m. Oct. 11 at the Wall Street
Alley downtown. You must be 21 or over to
attend.
***
The Valley of Hope, an American Cancer
Society Gala will be held 6 p.m. Oct. 11 at
a private estate. All proceeds from this event
stay in Kern County. Contact Katie Corrigan
at (661) 327-7827 for more details.
***
The Benefit Concert and Car Show for Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy will be held
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Oct. 11 at Original
Roadhouse Grill on Rosedale Hwy. There will
be music, games and contests.
***
The Volkslauf Ultimate Challenge 2014 will
be held at 8 a.m. Oct. 11 at Meadows Field
Airport. Registration fee is $70 for adults and
children run free. For more information visit
www.volksluf.com
***
The CBCC Foundation for Community
Wellness will be having their 4th Annual Car/
Bike Show, Craft Fair & Chili Cook-Off benefitting kids with cancer in Kern County. 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 11 at the Comprehensive
Blood and Cancer Center off Truxtun Ave.
***
Via Arte 2014 (Italian Street Painting Festival) will be held all day Oct. 11-12 at the Marketplace. Students and local artists alike will
create chalk art on the marketplace streets.
***
The Fall Bridal Event (A Formal Affair
Bridal Event) will be held 2-6 p.m. Oct. 12 at
The Links on Riverlakes Ranch. The perfect
event for Brides-to-be. General Admission
$20 for one , or $30 for couples.
***
Kern Agriculture Summit presents California Agriculture: Growing for an Ever Changing World. U.S. Congressman and House
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy will be the
Honorary Chair at the summit held 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Oct. 14 in the Bakersfield College Gym.
The cost is $75 per person.
***
“Ice Worlds” will be held in the Thomas
Planetarium 7:30-8:30 p.m. on Oct. 16th This
full-dome 24-minute show uses Spitz SciDome to travel to the Arctic regions of our
planet and other planets and moons in our solar system, including Mars, Titan, and Enceladus. Tickets are $8 for adults, $6 for seniors
and children ages 5-12 years old.
***
Bakersfield College will be participating in
The Great California ShakeOut at 10:16 a.m.
on Oct. 16 in which every student and employee is expected to participate. A short fire
alarm will indicate the beginning of the drill.
***
Bakersfield LGBTQ’s annual Gay Pride
Festival will be held 3-9 p.m. Oct. 18 at
Stramler Park off Chester Ave. There is a $10
admission fee for everyone.
***
The 30th Annual Kern Shakespeare Festival presents: The Taming of the Shrew, Oct.
15, 17, 19, 23, 25 and Macbeth, Oct. 16, 18,
22, 24, 26. All performances begin at 8 p.m.
in the newly remodeled Bakersfield College
Outdoor Theatre.
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New promotions, BC staff
By Brooke Howard
Reporter
This year, Bakersfield College has
turned to three of its own in filling
three new associate dean positions –
Cornelio Rodriguez, Michele Bresso
and Liz Rozell.
Rodriguez, or “Corny” as students
and faculty call him, has taken the
position of associate dean of Instruction for Behavioral Sciences, Foreign
Languages, English for Multi Language speakers and Philosophy.
“As Associate Dean of Instruction
with responsibility for Behavioral
Sciences, Foreign Languages, English for Multi Language Speakers,
and Philosophy my primary goal is to
advocate for the needs of these disciplines,” Rodriguez stated when asked
about his goals for this position.
Rodriguez was previously a political science professor at Bakersfield
College before taking on this role.
“Yes, I miss teaching and being in
the classroom. I miss the regular first
hand interaction with the students,”
he said. “At times, while in the classroom, I feel as if I learn more from
them than them from me.”
Rodriguez has also been significantly involved on campus wide
committees for some time now and
just finished his fourth term as Academic Senate president before the
switch to dean. “I will say that the
position of Academic Senate President did provide me with the experi-

ence and exposure to key committees
that have been very helpful in my
current position.”
Rodriguez did not have much of
an adjustment in terms of demands
on time or workload. It was also rumored the position would be a oneyear trial, to which he replied, “I
do not see this as a trial. I see it as
an opportunity to assist BC moving
forward. We had two or three administrators resign, and our leadership,
specifically our President Sonya
Christian did what I think is right.
She recognized that there are good,
caring and experienced faculty/staff
with the skills to provide leadership
in areas of need and she put a call
out for what is called the Bakersfield
College Administrative Transition
Team – BCATT. The other option
could have been to utilize a firm with
retired educational administrators
and temporarily hire from them.
“I am excited about the opportunity I have been given and look forward to the challenges in helping BC
students succeed,” he said.
Bresso took on the role of associate
dean of Instruction with the responsibility over English, Communication,
and Academic Development and the
BC Library.
“My goals as interim associate
dean of Instruction are multi-fold.
First and foremost, I am here to meet
the needs of our students. To do so,
my goal is to support our faculty,
especially those in the college’s de-

partments of English, Communication, Academic Development and the
Bakersfield College library,” Bresso
stated.
“Such support is a complicated
task, requiring knowledge of contracts, college practices and Kern
Community College District policy.
I bring all of those elements into
play to guide decisions that carry out
faculty support. I truly love working
with our faculty to solve problems
and leap obstacles so that they can
focus on teaching students. I am very
lucky to be carrying out this role.”
Bresso also has a long standing
career with Bakersfield College. In
1993, Bresso was director of Marketing and Public Relations here at BC.
After that she followed her passion
for Communication and academia.
“Eventually, I served simultaneously
as one of our adjunct faculty members
in Communication teaching public
speaking, a subject I love! In 2004, I
was hired as a full-time tenure-track
faculty member in Communication
at Bakersfield College. I truly believe
in that subject. The better able we are
to form and communicate effective
messages, the more successful we
will be in the workplace, at home,
and in our personal lives. Communication isn’t just a college subject. It’s
a life skill.”
Bresso served as faculty for seven
years working directly with students
and colleagues until four years ago.
“I left Bakersfield College to work in

the district office as KCCD Associate
Vice Chancellor of Governmental and
External Relations. In that capacity, I
worked with state and national legislators to advocate on behalf of our
colleges and our students. Transitioning to my current position at BC has
involved maintaining my work with
the KCCD Leadership Academy and
continuing with legislative advocacy
on behalf of our district while carrying out the duties of my Bakersfield
College dean role,” said Bresso.
Very excited to be back on campus,
Bresso expressed her love of talking
to students, faculty and all the employees and community members.
“The days are busy, and the work is
meaningful. I feel that my blend of
experience from my prior days at BC
and my work at the district level provides me the ability to serve our campus and our students in a unique and
beneficial way. It’s great to be back.”
Bresso ended by stating “My position does end June 30, 2015.”
Rozell began as an adjunct instructor at Bakersfield College in 1985
and was hired as a full-time faculty member in 1989. She primarily
taught engineering, math, physics,
industrial drawing, and computer science courses.
In 2013, she transitioned over to
the position as associate dean of Instruction over Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics and Industrial Technology.

Alzheimer’s
walk looks to
fund a cure
By Amber Hayden
Photo Editor
If you happened to have been passing by Riverwalk Park on Sept. 27, you may have noticed
the purple banners and crowds of people in purple
shirts.
This was the location of this year’s annual Walk
to End Alzheimer’s, and to the people in attendance
it meant a walk to find a cure.
The event started with the raising of many different-colored pinwheel flowers, with each color
representing a different meaning. Blue meant you
were someone who had Alzheimer’s, yellow was to
show that you supported or cared for someone with
the disease, purple meant you had lost someone,
and orange was to show support of the cause and a
vision without Alzheimer’s.
After the opening ceremony, the 5k walk started
and was led by a group carrying a purple banner,
followed by several teams that were wearing shirts
to show support for whichever member in their
family had been afflicted by the disease.
For one group of walkers, the hope for a cure
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Members of Lou’s Legacy hold purple flowers in remembrance of someone they’ve lost.
was unfortunately not on time. Lou’s Legacy was
in memory of a wife, mom, grandmother, and
great-grandmother.
Amanda Gutierrez, a BC student and part of
Lou’s Legacy, was walking in memory of her
grandmother.
“The walk means a lot to me, my grandmother
passed away in February of this year due to this
disease,” she said.
For each group of walkers that were there, donations were made to their teams to help fund and
find a cure. The association’s mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement
of research.
“We as a family want to keep her legacy alive
and raise money to help find a cure to end this,”

Gutierrez commented.
The figures are astounding with at least five million people in the United States affected by the
disease. Every 67 seconds someone in the US is
diagnosed, and half a million people die each year
from the disease, in addition to it being the sixth
leading cause of death in America.
Still, however, this disease goes without a cure,
despite all the deaths that happen in the United
States alone.
As of last year, 55 million dollars were raised to
help fund a cure.
“We don’t want anyone else to have to go through
this,” said Gutierrez. For information on how you
can help fund a cure for Alzheimer’s disease, visit
the website at www.alz.org

Save A Life Today nonprofit hopes to help those in Bakersfield
By Alisía Sánchez
Photographer
Save A Life Today is a new local
nonprofit organization that seeks to
prevent suicide and help those bereaved by suicide in the Kern County
community.
The organization was formed
on May 8 by a group of five board
members led by Kern County Mental
Health substance abuse specialist and
suicide prevention educator Ellen J.
Eggert. All five members, including
Eggert, are survivors of suicide loss
and have worked together in the past
advocating and raising funds for the
American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention.
Today, their advocacy remains local, as 100 percent of funds raised
through SALT will stay within Kern
County.
“We know the need for suicide prevention in Kern County,” Eggert said.
“We know the prevention movement
is powered by people who lost loved
ones to suicide, so some local survivors got together and said ‘Let’s pull
us together and let’s form our own
nonprofit.’”
With the help of a friend, Eggert
was able to complete all paperwork
as well as the organization’s fictitious
business statement in September, enabling the organization to officially
begin its movement.
Prior to the completion of all of
the paperwork, however, SALT was
already an active organization in

the community. An event created in
memory of actor Robin Williams,
who died by suicide on Aug. 11,
was held 11 days after his death. The
event was supported by local drivein Cinertain at the Kern County Museum, and it consisted of a viewing
of the 1991 film “Hook,” which stars
Williams as an
adult Peter Pan.
In attendance
was SALT treasurer and board
member
Pat
Mahan, who acknowledged she
had never seen the
Ellen J. Eggert film before.
In regard to
Williams’ death, she said, “That was
really very difficult, because you
think the people that have it all, that
things like that don’t happen to them,
but it does. It opened people’s eyes.
It made people more aware of suicide and people were actually talking about it … They actually said the
word.”
The board has held only one meeting so far and has plans to continue
meeting once every month. They
have yet to decide on future events,
but ideas to help spread awareness
are in the works.
One idea consists of something as
simple as coasters. These coasters
are to be distributed at all the local
bars, and on the coasters will be the
number to the KCMH crisis hotline,
which “provides 24/7 crisis and sui-

cide intervention for individuals of
all ages.” One other resource on the
coasters may or may not include the
interactive mental health campaign
mantherapy.org. Distributing coasters to bars will help SALT reach
adult males, whose suicide rates run
high.
“About 79 percent of all suicides
are done by men,” Eggert said. “And
we know that sometimes, a lot of
times, men turn to alcohol, so something as simple as [coasters] wouldn’t
cost a lot of money, but what awareness we could raise just by putting
those in all the bars.”
Though the organization is its own
entity and separate from KCMH, establishing community partnerships
with other organizations that seek
to reduce the stigma associated with
suicide and mental illness is something that the board wishes to attain.
“It’s a community effort,” Eggert
said. “We don’t want to stand alone.”
SALT will attend health fairs as
well as other events to help raise
awareness and provide the community with resources regarding suicide
and suicide prevention. Currently,
through Facebook, SALT offers a
suicide awareness training called
QPR, which stands for Question, Persuade and Refer and is an emergency
response to someone in crisis. This
one-hour training will be made available at no cost to those interested.
Making this training more publicly
available will enable SALT to reach a
lot of people, helping reduce the rate

of suicide in Kern County.
“Becoming suicide aware, I really
believe, is the number one thing,”
Eggert said. “This training takes an
hour and it’s free so you don’t have
to worry about cost— just take one
hour out of your busy schedule to
help prevent suicide.”
According to Eggert, last year
the number of teen suicides in Kern
County reached a total of nine. Currently, from the first of January to
today, that number sits at five. In college students, suicide is the secondleading cause of death.
“So why aren’t we talking about
it,” Eggert asked.
Despite the tragedy behind the
cause, Eggert has found starting the
organization fulfilling.
“Suicide is preventable,” she said.
“Most of the people involved in this
group already have lost a loved one
to suicide and they don’t want anybody else to go through what they’ve
been through.
“You never get over the loss, you
get through it; and you know you’ve
got to find good out of every tragedy,
and if it’s going on to help somebody
else, that’s what we’re here for. You
have to be hopeful about something
and if we can prevent one family
from going through this or be there
for a family that is going through
this …Wow, what a gift that we can
give.”
Information on donating may be
found at the organization’s website at
www.saltkc.com.
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“We found that [Bakersfield] was a community of human beings like any other and it has turned out to be a
wonderful place to raise our kids.”
–Father Joseph Chaffee,
Orthodox priest

Bakersfield’s Greek Orthodox
church has lots of BC connections
By James Macias
Reporter
Hiding on the east side is a
close-knit family of Greek immigrants and American converts
called The Hellenic Community
of St. George Greek Orthodox
Church. This community has
been an integral part of Bakersfield history and has influence
over lives even today. Past members have founded key businesses such as early grocery stores
and several have connections to
Bakersfield College.
BC alumnus Harry Chicklenis,
77, of Bakersfield is the church
historian and he says he came to
BC at an exciting time.
“I worked and went to school,”
he recalled of his time at BC
from 1955-57. “We are talking
14-hour days, but it was important. We were moving the campus to Panorama. I worked for
the business office, and in those
days it was in the basement of
a building called Luden Hall on
the BHS campus. I helped move
BC to Panorama,” he said.
Chicklenis remembered key
figures from BC’s rich past vividly. “I knew Gerry Collis very
well when he was coaching BC.
The Renegades were the biggest
thing in town and no one could
pack that stadium like they did.
It was like the whole world came
to watch them play. The kids
loved Gerry. He made his athletics program a character exercise
for them as well and gave them
all the time he could.”
Collis was a fellow Greek, and
Chicklenis said they hit it off
right away. “My first two years at
BC inspired me to go on to earn
a master’s degree, which was not
my original plan at all,” he said.
“It was a big, big step forward
for Bakersfield education, and
we were the first ones to enjoy it.
We broke it in.”
In the end Chicklenis attended
the California State University
of Bakersfield where he earned
a master’s in school administration. He went on to teaching and
counseling positions for about
14 years and then spent 29 years
as the supervisor of student services for the Bakersfield school
district.
Chicklenis talked about his
church with a little more reverence. Of the church today, he
said that it remains a successful

experiment in emigration and
Americanism, and that he is
proud to be a part of it.
Father Joseph Chaffee of
Rosedale has the kind of presence that takes a minute to sink
in. While sitting in an empty chapel surrounded by the icons of
his faith, he spoke a little about
his life and what brought him to
the Greek Orthodox Church in
Bakersfield.
Originally from Santa Barbara, Chaffee had a crisis of faith
fairly early on in his life that led
to his conversion to the Greek
Orthodox faith. “Trying to follow the western view of God
and faithfully follow my heart
was breaking my spirit. When
I came to Greece and found the
fullness of the Lord’s light, I was
set free,” he said.
Coming to Bakersfield was an
uncertain proposition for Chaffee because he was not sure what
to expect. “We used to make
jokes about Bakersfield when I
was in Santa Barbara,” he said.
“We thought that people here
were too conservative. Some
even called them backward, and
I remember people calling them
rednecks too. It was ignorant of
us but we were young.”
After more than 10 years, Father Chaffee says he is glad he
moved his family to Bakersfield.
“We found that it was a community of human beings like any
other and it has turned out to be
a wonderful place to raise our
kids.” He and his wife have 10
children.
“We have sent five of our children to BC, and it has turned out
well for each of them or will in
time (some of his children are
current students),” he said.
In the midst of answering a
question, there was a commotion outside, and the sound of
screaming to which father Chaffee missed not one beat, jumping
up from where he sat and bolting
for the side door of the chapel.
By the time he reached the
scene outside everyone had fled,
leaving the impression that the
local street element knows him
well and would rather avoid confronting him.
“Yes, this happens more than
I would like. The property next
door is abandoned and there has
been some illegal activity, some
vandalism,” he said, gesturing to
the boarded up windows along
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Top: Father Chaffee advises BC students to “search” and expresses his views and beliefs on the Eastern Orthodox faith.
Above: St. George Greek Orthodox church has served the Kern County community since 1924.
one side of the room.
“We try to help anyone we
can, and we are always willing
to feed a hungry soul,” he said.
Ted Budy, 61, of Bakersfield,
who attended BC from 1971-74,
is not Greek but has converted to
the Orthodox faith and found a
place in the church.
He is generally the guy to talk
to about most things concerning
church activities and serves on
the churches council.
He has attained the position
within the church of ‘Reader,’
a title representing about as far
as a non-theologically educated
person can go in this faith. He
spoke of his conversion and the
path he’s walked since then in
mild tones.
“I was in a bad place,” Budy
said. “I feared hell more than I
loved God.
“Finding myself in this faith, I
was willing and able to take on
the responsibilities I have today,
and I work hard to stay on the
path now. It’s very fulfilling.”
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The church held its first Greek Food Festival in 1974 and continues to host the event
annually. The church is located at 401 Truxtun Ave. adjacent to the Amtrak Station.

Bachelors auctioned off for a good cause in Bako
By Amber Hayden
Photo Editor
Since June of this year, the
Boots and Bachelor’s auction
has been in the works to raise
funds for the Bakersfield homeless center, and on Sept. 26, it
took place at the Crystal Palace.
With tables and chairs set up
all around the stage and even
up in the balcony, close to 400
women packed themselves inside for the event. The women
would then bid on a bachelor for
a date that would be determined
at a later date.
Louis Gill, CEO of the shelter, also commented about how
the event has been taking place
at Crystal Palace for the last nine
years. Before that, it was held at
the Petroleum Club and Coconut
Joes and is, by far, their largest
fundraiser that they hold every
year.
The goal for this year was to
raise $100,000 and with this
event, they expected to raise that
if not a little more.
“We have a great group of volunteers, and we have become a
close-knit group of friends and
professionals,” said Gill.
“We dedicate a lot of our
time during the year to this and
because of what we do a lot of
children and families are taken
care of.”
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John Ryan Pilling stands on stage while the women in
attendance make bids in order to support the shelter.
Before the event had started,
a video from one of the members that the shelter had helped
was shown to all the guests, and
right after, the emcee got up and
started to introduce the bachelors
as they came out one at a time to
be auctioned off.
The idea to hold the auction
came from former committee
member Jay Williams.

“We had challenged each of
the members so they could raise
$10,000 each, and he said I’m
having a bachelor auction. We
held it at one of the pools of the
local hotels and it was this nice
little event with some of the people from the oil industry and he
met his goal. After seeing how
well it was received, it grew from
there,” commented Gill.

According to Cindy Lyday,
external affairs manager for the
center, the committee has been
meeting every other week to plan
the one night event and get the
volunteers together.
Jordan Lee, one of 12 bachelors, commented, “At first we
were lured in, and then they explained about the kids and what
the event was for. I’ve already
been in that particular situation,
and I felt like this was my chance
to give back.”
John Ryan Pilling, another
bachelor, also mentioned that he
was looking forward to the good
time.
“It’s all about the kids and
helping them have normal lives,
also helping the parents to get
back on their feet,” Pilling said.
Pilling was the third bachelor
of the night, and when he was
auctioned, he brought in $500 to
the center, Jordan was eleventh
and made $800.
The bachelor earning the most
that evening was Bryan Hockett,
who went for $1700 and they
also announced when he was
up that he came with a four-day
cruise package.
Beside the auctioning of bachelors, there were several handbags auctioned, as well as a trip
to Cancun and a Louis Vuitton
handbag.
“It’s a little bit stressful, but at

the same time it’s still for a good
cause, and regardless of what we
make, it’s still going toward that
good cause,” said Lee.
The center has been at its current location since 1992. With
174 beds to accommodate the
homeless, the workers still manage to fit in extra cots and even
cribs to be able to fit the over 200
people every night. There were
close to 100 occupants that are
children.
“I think that any time you get to
have the opportunity to have several 100 people in front of you,
you get the chance to talk about
what is going on,” Gill said. There

are a lot of people hurting a great
deal in our community, so this is
a fun and somewhat silly way to
raise money for something that is
absolutely necessary.” Both Gill
and Lyday hope that with this
event and several more to come,
that the community will become
aware to how many homeless
families there are in the Bakersfield area. While there have been
many Boots and Bachelors auctions previous to the one that was
hosted, this years event seemed
to hold lots of promise. All those
in attendance found themselves
having a relaxed, fun-filled evening.
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Halfway through the auction, the emcee has the ladies
raise their glasses to having a good evening on Sept. 26.
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Bakersfield College student, Sai Simpson, sits in on CEO of KEDC Richard D.
Chapman’s speech held in Randal Beeman’s History of California class.

Keep Kern County’s
economy growing
By Phillip Rodriguez
Reporter
On Sept. 24, history professor Randal Beeman invited the CEO and president of the Kern
Economic Development Corporation, Richard
Chapman, to give a lecture to his class regarding
economics and importance of keeping college
graduates in Kern County.
“What happens so often, is young people get
educated in Kern County, and then go somewhere else,” Chapman explained, and added
that he is working as a booster for the county to
the rest of the world.
Chapman grew up in North Carolina before
residing in Seattle. He eventually moved to Kern
County, and he listed the many reasons he believed in Kern’s worth.
Chapman described the area as a “high-tech
center” but didn’t stop there.
In addition to being the No. 1 county in America for oil, Kern is the second strongest agricultural county in the U.S. Ninety-nine percent of
all U.S. almonds and walnuts are farmed from
Kern, and it creates at least 90 percent of all pistachios, broccoli, strawberries, grapes and tomatoes that we consume as a nation.
Chapman repeatedly stated that Kern is un-

derappreciated for its contributions and rarely
recognized for what it has done.
The Bureau of Economic Analysis found in
September of 2013 that the county had the fastest growing metro GDP in the U.S. from 2001 to
2013, and the fastest growing metro workforce
from 2012 to 2013, according to a 2014 update
from the same organization.
Chapman ended his discussion by speaking
about Kern County in relation to its neighbors
Fresno and Los Angeles.
“Kern is the valley’s largest economy,” Chapman stated.
“Fresno might have had a bigger economy a
decade ago, but now we have a bigger economy,” he continued, while he pointed to a slide
projected onto the white board, and claimed that
our county is the energy capital of the country.
Chapman said that he looks to have an impact
nationally with his company, partly by working
with companies that don’t want to stay in LA.
Speaking further about his thoughts on Kern
County, Chapman said that he was interested by
“the really amazing story that’s not being told.”
He concluded by saying that we need to work
together as a community to improve our communication channels outside just our county.

ADVANCE YOUR NURSING CAREER
Earn an RN to BSN at Azusa Pacific
Further your nursing education
and develop the skills and
knowledge needed for a deeper
level of patient care with
Azusa Pacific University’s
accelerated Registered Nurse
to Bachelor of Science in
Nursing program. Study at one
of four Southern California
locations or online, and learn
effective, compassionate health
care practices from experienced
faculty in a supportive
Christian environment.

At a Glance
Program Units: 40
Average Completion Time:
15 months
Cost Per Unit: $560*
Accredited by CCNE
and WASC
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Odet Hakhverdian (left) and Marmareh Ghalambor speak with Professor Elizabeth
Rodacker’s class on the freedoms that Iranian women are allowed within the society.

*Scholarships available. Contact your
program representative for details.

Iranians address BC classroom
By Phillip Rodriguez
Reporter
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On Monday, Sept. 29, Professor Elizabeth
Rodacker invited two students from Iran to talk
about a book that her class has been reading,
titled “Persepolis.”
Rodacker says that she wants to stress how
she feels a lot of the information is left out of the
media about certain countries like Iran, while
many citizens of mentioned areas are “just living ‘regular life’, doing laundry, studying, shopping, cooking, loving.”
Marmareh Ghalambor and Odet Hakhverdian, Muslim and Christian students respectively,
were asked questions during the class session
regarding several points of their culture, beliefs
and religions. Though both born in Iran, Hakh-

verdian says that she considers her nationality
“Iranian-Armenian,” as her ancestry originates
in Armenia.
Both of the speakers stated that certain freedoms Americans have, Iranians do not. It was
said that any woman in the country must wear a
hijab, a traditional veil worn by Muslim women,
regardless of their religious affiliation. In addition to this, both of the speakers said that women
are not allowed to sing or dance in Iran, though
they agreed that these acts, among others, are
still done secretly.
Though the women said that freedoms are different from Americas’ in Iran, they both stated
that many religions are accepted and practiced
throughout the country, something that allowed
Hakhverdian to be married in a Christian wedding.
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BC raising funds for international travel
By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter
With the new SPARC classrooms open and the PAC theaters
near completion, the director of
Choral Activities at Bakersfield
College is expanding her scope
of fundraising.
Jennifer Garrett, a professor
of the BC choral program, is
planning and preparing a trip to
Rome, Florence, and Venice, Italy for the BC Chamber Singers
group for June 2015. She is also
raising money for the general
Choral Activities fund.
The group, the Chamber Singers, was invited to take part in
the International Festival Choir
that will include the choir having
their own performances in Rome
and Venice.
The trip will include a 13-hour
flight, along with a 10- to 11-day
stay in the areas that the group
will be performing. The trip is
an expensive one, and choral
director Garrett is asking for the
help of BC students and its community to ensure that each of the
students will be able to make the
trip.
“The group has done performances in New York, Hawaii and
even Costa Rico, but this will be
the first time the group will go
over international waters,” Garrett said. “They will sing with
other choirs from around the
world in a festival concert, so
they will actually sing at St. Peters Basilica.
They will do a mass there at
St. Peters Basilica, and sing a
few other really classical pieces.
And, then, there is another performance with the festival choir
at a different church and they
will sing more Americana and
folk type pieces.”
Before becoming the BC director, Garrett was able to get a
preview of the school’s singers.
“I got to work with the chamber singers one night (before
becoming the director), on their
music that they were doing for
Carnegie Hall,” she said. “I left
that rehearsal on clouds, I was

Vanessa A. Munoz / The Rip

Caley Mayhall and Jennifer Garret seated in front of the piano get ready for some warm-up during a choir practice.
like, ‘I have to do this (job),’ and
so, I was really excited to get the
job.”
Garrett, who was hired full
time at BC in fall 2013, is already incorporating new ideas
and techniques for fundraising.
She utilizes the college Facebook page with a Panda Express
fundraising campaign.
When asked what the importance is of the BC music program, Garrett replies, “It’s more
than I could explain, I’d have to
sing it to you. It’s one of those
things you can’t really put into
words.
“Music, for me, has been
something that has carried me
through my life. It’s my earliest
memory, and I have had lots of
health challenges in my life, and
it has been pretty much how I

survived them. So, I know, firsthand, the benefits that music has
on peoples lives,” said Garrett.
She explained the correlation
of her personal experience with
the experience she hopes to bring
to BC students and its community.
“It gives a means of expression,” she said, “that you can’t
find anywhere else. It’s hard to
put into words. But I see it give
students confidence and be an
emotional strength for them.
That’s what we try to do.”
Garrett will direct the first concert to be held in the refurbished
indoor theater, and it will be the
first time the SPARC classrooms
and indoor theater will be open
to the public for an event.
“When we do the first concert
in the indoor theater, we will

offer two $2 sundaes after the
concert,” she said. “It is like an
unwritten law that choir performers always go[t] to have ice cream
after a concert. So, I thought that
it would be a great idea to keep
the audience here on campus and
give the community a chance to
interact with each other.”
The concert is scheduled at
7:30 p.m. Oct. 24. The theme
for the concert will be “A Walk
Through Choral History,” which
will include some of the most
treasured choral works of all
time.
The ice cream sundae social
will follow.
Although there is no official
admission charge for the concert, suggested donations are $5
for students and faculty and $10
for the general public.

“Unless we make notice otherwise, all concerts will be donation based, and we do that
to encourage people to come
whether they can afford it or
not,” Garrett said.
“It’s important that the community is able to participate, and
if you can make a donation, it is
always welcomed and appreciated. The majority will go toward
the trip we are planning, but I always will put an amount of the
money toward the general funds
for the choral department.”
The Chamber Singers are
extremely excited to be participating in this semester’s choral
activities, especially the president of the group.
The president, Caley Mayhall,
graduated from BC in 2009 and
Brigham Young University of

Hawaii in 2011, as a vocal major, and brings her expertise to
the group.
“My family, my church and
Whitney Houston have inspired
me to sing, and I hope to bring
the experience I have to the
group,” said Mayhall. “Practice
makes perfect. It is not just all
fun, we do make music and it is
cathartic.”
Mayhall has always participated in the Chamber singers to
“get her skills up” and encourages others to participate in the
new programs that will be offered. Mayhall will be an “active
participant” in the fundraising.
Besides the first BC concert
and the trip to Rome, there will
be a winter program consisting
of a concert at 7:30 p.m. Dec.
5 at First Presbyterian Church
downtown.
Along with talking about the
Chamber singers, Garrett mentions the college choir, and its
size.
“We have 90 in the college
choir,” she said. “I don’t know
that there has been an active
interest in the choir like this in
previous years, but I am sure that
with the construction moving toward completion, that more students are going to join the choral,
theater and orchestra programs.”
The construction completion
allows the program to do more
things, Garrett said.
“We haven’t been able to do
the choirs justice by not having
the right space for performances
to be held in and their hard work
has yet to be accurately reflected,” she said.
“The whole point is supposed
to be that this is the Bakersfield
Community College choir, and if
we can’t have the performances
here on campus, then we aren’t
bringing people here, we aren’t
inviting people to the campus.
“I think that the upgrades are
going to have huge benefits. People are going to come to campus
and see our new space and hear
us in an acoustic setting, and it
will make everything worth it.”
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The Bakersfield College choir readies their voices during a practice session for the singers. Some of the singers will be participating in the international trip to Rome in June 2015.

Long-awaited theater opens with Shakespeare plays
By Amber Hayden
Photo Editor
The long awaited opening for
the outdoor theater has finally
come to an end.
With the Shakespeare festival
going on, it will bring two time-

What: Shakespeare at
BC
When: Oct. 15 & 16
Where: Simonsen Performing Art Center
How: $5 at campus
ticket office
less plays: The Taming of the
Shrew and Macbeth. The plays
will run in alternating order beginning with Taming opening
the festival.
Professor Randy Messick,
Director for Taming, says that
he hopes for a good turnout on
opening night, Oct. 15.
“We just started gearing up,
hopefully we will have an article
in the Californian. I made posters

today,” said Messick in regards
to any public relations done for
the plays.
Messick also mentioned that
the festival has spring boarded
a lot of the students into professional theater as well.
Macbeth, which opens the following evening, Oct. 16, will be
performed by an all female cast.
Co-directors Kevin and Cody
Ganger commented on the casting as being a trend for an all female cast.
“Shakespeare did all male
casting, so it’s not that far off,”
Cody said.
The play, instead of being set
in the Elizabethan period, will be
set in a communist Soviet Russia
period.
“Macbeth is all about evil
from, in this case, the dictator
down,” Cody commented.
The Gangers are hoping for
just as good of a turnout for their
opening night.
For those wanting tickets for
either show, you can purchase
them at the campus ticket office.
General admission is $8 and student admission is $5.
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The outdoor theater will play host to the two newest student run productions of Shakespeare at Bakersfield College.
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Enrollment numbers increasing at BC for this year
By Elizabeth Castillo
Reporter
This semester, Bakersfield
College has seen a steady increase of enrolled students on
campus. Sue Vaughn, the director for Enrollment Services, believes there are several reasons
for the increase.
“Well, I think there are four
causes: we’re offering more sections, the budget isn’t as tight
as it has been for the past few
years, BC’s Making it Happen
program, and the Habits of Mind
program,” Vaughn said.
Although the exact number
varies on a day-to-day basis,
Vaughn believes that every day
there are roughly 100 more students on campus than there were

last semester. This semester, the
total number of enrolled students
at BC is 17,800 students. Vaughn
said that adding more sections
definitely helped students stay
enrolled.
“All classrooms are full Monday through Thursday morning,”
she said. “We’ve added 20 more
sections this semester.”
Vaughn said that extra sections
were added specifically in most
general education areas such as
English, Math, Art, History and
Communication.
She said that this semester
also saw hefty waitlists so certain departments thought it was
especially important to add extra
sections.
“Faculty chairs called students
on waitlists and informed them

of added sections that were at
different times,” she said. “The
faculty chairs then informed
students that they would move
them directly into those new sections.”
With all of the added sections,
Vaughn said that out of 6,974
students waitlisted, 5,391 were
moved into classes. After students entered their new sections,
Vaughn said that professors have
seen more committed students
this semester.
“Informally, professors have
told me that more people showed
up on the first day than ever before,” she said. “Once you get in,
then you need to be there.”
Vaughn said another reason
students might have more focus
this semester may come from

financial aid changes. Students
could possibly lose financial aid
sooner, and this change influences them.
While many factors are causing BC students to stay in class,
one factor is helping high school
students get a head start.
“BC counselors have gone to
certain high schools in town to
facilitate assessment tests and
set up registration appointments
for high school seniors,” Vaughn
said.
Helping high school seniors
with the BC enrollment process
has ensured that students complete the necessary steps to enroll properly at BC. Counselors
visited a number of high schools
in the Kern High School District
including Arvin, East, Bakers-

Festivities to be held for awareness
By Brooke Howard
Reporter
The Student Government
Association and Relay for Life
present Breast Cancer Awareness Day on Oct. 8, 11 a.m. to
12 p.m., in the Free Speech area
at BC’s main campus, and at
the DST Lobby on the Delano
campus. The festivities will include cake, games, pink ribbon
tying, survivor recognition, and

a “Dress in Breast Cancer pink”
contest in which the winner will
receive a $25 gas card.
“The American Cancer Society is the nationwide, community-based, voluntary health
organization dedicated to eliminating cancer as a major health
problem by preventing cancer,
saving lives, and diminishing
suffering from cancer, through
research, education, advocacy,
and service,” stated the society’s

mission statement.
SGA and the Bakersfield College Relay for Life Club also
added, “Our club’s purpose is to
raise funds, continue awareness,
educate the BC community, and
participate in the annual Relay
for Life of Delano and its activities.” With a day of festivities
and survivor stories ahead, Child
Development student Jordan
Beaty said, “I don’t think there
is anyone here who hasn’t been

affected by some form of cancer.
Either from a family member or
being a survivor themselves …
I just think it’s cool we can do
events like this and make a serious topic something we come
together for.”
Captains of this event are
Krystal Vellido and Alejandro
Delacruz, as well as Director
of Activities Trina Goree. For
more information contact SGA
at (661) 395-4614.

Forum: A panel of political representatives
address BC student and community concerns
Continued from Page 1
discuss the California Prosperity Project.
(Online research for “the
California Prosperity Project”
yielded as The California Opportunity and Prosperity Act,
or COPA, and may appear as a

measure to be voted on for the
November ballot. COPA will
propose for the safe employment
of undocumented residents who
have lived in the state of California for at least four years.)
Among other issues discussed
that the public may not be aware
about were cost changes in en-

ergy billing, loan programs, agricultural program funding, and
even illegal casinos.
The panel of representatives
emphasized the importance of
receiving feedback from local
students to help guide their decisions through the issues.
“The Reality is public proce-

dures and politics are going to
affect you daily,” said BC vice
president Nan Gomez-Hertzberg to students at the beginning
of the event. The panel nodded
approvingly and Salas added,
“Whether or not you take an interest in politics, politics takes
an interest in you.”

field and Foothill.
The Making it Happen program has helped students stay
enrolled in a number of ways, including mentorship by faculty.
“The program is set in place
to help students,” Vaughn said.
“Some faculty have 10-15 mentees, and this allows students to
have the encouragement they
need.”
A final leading factor that
helped BC enroll more students
this semester was the state budget.
With an increase in funds, BC
was able to add more classes
this semester and in the future as
well.
“In past years there have been
cuts in funding,” Vaughn said.
“At that time, a number of class-

es were cut, but with a growth
in budget, we’ve been restoring
sections and will be able to add
more sections next year.”
Although this semester has
only been in session for a few
weeks, Vaughn stresses the importance of students preparing
for next semester.
“People need to get matriculation steps done and update their
admission forms to register early for next semester,” she said.
“Early registration begins November 12 and open registration
doesn’t start until December.”
Vaughn said that by completing important updates, students
can register sooner, because once
open registration begins, 4,000
to 5,000 students have already
registered.

Child Development gets
much needed classrooms
By Darlene Mangrum
Reporter
The Child Development Center at Bakersfield College has
opened up new classrooms for
children ages 2-5 years old.
The CDC at BC is a state licensed program. It is licensed
through the California Department of Social Services, and the
teachers are certified through
the California Commission on
Teacher’s Credentialing.
According to Danell Ward,
the center’s manager, three
new classes have been recently
opened.
One class is an all-day class
for 2-year-olds, starting from
7:30 a.m. and ending at 4:15
p.m. This class feeds the children a healthy breakfast, lunch,
and snacks, and is for students’
children only. There is room for
30 2-year-olds and the price is
based on a sliding scale fee.
The center also has two classes a day that are free to the public for 3-year-olds to 5-year-olds.

The morning class has over 20
openings from 8:30 a.m. until
11 a.m. and the afternoon class
has over 20 openings from 12:30
p.m. until 3 p.m. These classes
also serve a healthy lunch.
This center is based on Developmentally Appropriate Practice
and recognizes individual family
values and cultures. The staff at
the center encourages families to
get involved in their children’s
education and welcomes families’ input.
The program provides an atmosphere where each child is
respected and recognized for
his/her uniqueness. It also offers
child encouragement and support
to help build their self-esteem,
learn autonomy, gain competence, and to help them become
successful learners.
For more information on the
Child Development Center at
Bakersfield College, contact Program Manager Danell Ward at
(661) 395-4368 or e-mail Ward
at danell.ward@bakersfieldcollege.edu.
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Staff Editorial

Religious
activist
no longer
big news
What seems to be to the
dismay of many administrators and students, Bakersfield
College’s Free Speech Area
has been the hosting ground
to an often-bombastic religious activist once again this
semester. Nathaniel Runels,
a past BC student, has been
revisiting the campus weekly
since the spring of 2014 to
spread his message of salvation. The preaching youth
normally arrives on campus
during bustling lunch hours
in a bright orange shirt that
reads, “Jesus rebukes …” on
the front, and “Jesus hates
…” on the back.
Students have not been very
receptive to Runel’s preaching style and complaints were
made early on last semester.
Public Safety was unsuccessful in removing the zealot even
after indicating they would
call the Bakersfield City Police department for cause of
trespassing and disturbing the
peace. Fully aware of the First
Amendment, Runels’ continued to preach and began recording his visits.
Perhaps most students have
been unsympathetic with
Runels’ because he has the
misfortune of standing for
a cause that has lent itself to
the position of the oppressor
throughout history – religion,
particularly Christianity – but
his weekly presence is a testament to the infallible freedom
of speech that this country
protects.The matter is interesting and indeed tense, especially as of late when Sara
Daniel, 18, and a criminal
justice major, attempted getting physical in an aggressive
manner, according to Public
Safety. When Runels returned on Oct. 1, another disturbance was incited when a
different student attempted to
physically assault him.
It would seem he slicked
back his hair and wore a
brand-new cardboard sign that
read “God hates …,” with the
purpose of gaining attention.
The stunt understandably upset students who belong to
the Christian faith, such as
Nanette Riley, a 23-year-old
psychology major, who said
Christians believe in a God
that is only all-loving and
non-judgmental.
Nonetheless, Runel’s is legally protected to express his
beliefs as different or alike as
his god may be. The Rip is a
news organization, and therefore by default an advocator
of the First Amendment, but
enough stories providing his
background, purpose, and
shenanigans (mainly yelling
at students), as well as staff
editorials (counting this one)
and opinions have already established who he is and what
has been occurring.
The weekly altercations of
undignified students versus
the evangelist are no longer
a newfangled experience on
campus. The duty to inform
BC’s student body has been
fulfilled and will continue to
be a priority should an extreme circumstance of actual
news value present itself.
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Prevention or a problem?
Concealed weapons add
another safety barrier

Weapons on campus:
invitation for violence
By Amber Hayden
Photo Editor

By Elizabeth Fernandez
Editor in Chief
Now, I won’t personally claim to
carry, or agree completely with the notion of guns, but there is a very valid argument in regard to allowing school
faculty to carry concealed weapons.
The most obvious reason is
that allowing faculty to carry
guns would even out the implication; both sides would
be armed and the campus
would be enabled and ready
to defend itself.
I would also add that
an assailant would think
twice before attacking,
however, I remind you that
not all school shootings
have been initiated by common criminals.
It has, for the most part,
sadly begun with an individual who can already be found
on the campus – a student.
And these students are enraged, they spend time on
end fantasizing and plotting their day of “retribution,” as the University
of California in Santa Barbara’s
assailant,
Elliot Rodgers’ videos
on
YouTube have
revealed. Staff and instructors need to have leverage.
There isn’t going to be a decline of mentally unbalanced students, especially now that more people are encouraged to go to college
than ever before. Not everyone was cut out for this type of stress.
For someone with the magnitude of obsession past school shooters have revealed, obtaining a weapon is a small task. A campus doesn’t provide students with drugs and alcohol;
they bring them from the outside and can just as easily obtain weapons. And yes, the argument that guns have made it easier for bad things to happen is valid, but when placed in the
right hands they have also made it easier to prevent bad things.
In 2002, the Appalachian School of Law faced a tragedy when a student opened gunfire
on campus and killed three school administrators. Peter Odigizuwa, 42, had received failing
grades and was suspended from school; this isn’t uncommon.
Although three students with law-enforcement backgrounds ultimately restrained the
school shooter, and that experience is what provided them with the ability to deal with the
situation, it took the manpower of multiple individuals.
One of the hero students said that he ran to his car where he kept his personal gun and
used it to help subdue Odigizuwa.
Amongst Odigizuwa’s victims was his primary target, the well-educated and respected
Dean. In fact, reports I have read stated that was where he began his carnage. That administrator could have prevented the deranged student from causing further damage had he
carried a concealed weapon. Actual cops weren’t on the scene until much later.
If faculty carried concealed weapons, they would also carry the threat present. Designating and training staff to react properly can alter an implication. Not every student body has
the benefit of an ex-cop who keeps a weapon handy.

PRO

Lately it seems school shootings, or shootings in general have
increased. And now there is talk of
wanting to allow teachers and students
to have concealed weapons while
on school campuses across the
nation.
To say I don’t support the
right to bear arms would be
incorrect, but I can’t seem
to wrap my mind around allowing concealed guns on
a campus no matter who is
carrying them.
If we are allowing guns
on campus it’s almost an
invitation to another school
shooting, and that is unacceptable.
As adults, we should have
more sense in our brains. To
even consider a concealed
gun in the hands of a student is not a good idea. Too
many students have emotional
problems, and allowing them
to arm themselves is just a
scary thought.
The biggest thought that
we should have is the safety of the
students.
With guns allowed on campus it becomes
a rather large unsafe
learning environment, and
students then fear what could happen if someone just
overreacted.
I don’t think that anyone wants to see another campus have a crime
of this magnitude take place, as well as bring up bad memories and harsh realities that hit former communities. We already see enough bad news and press on
an everyday basis; we don’t need to add to that bad news.
And with the fact there are always people with bad tempers or even short
fuses do we really want to say it is ok to let them have a gun on a school campus? That in itself leaves an open chance for some form of situation that can
take a quick turn downhill.
I mean, does no one remember what happened at any one of the campuses
when a gun involved incident occurred? Now we want to let people carry them
just because it makes them feel safer.
We need to be smart about this choice that allows teachers or students the
right to carry concealed weapons on campus, and just say no to it. Things like
pepper spray or even the whistles that are there to alert someone to a problem
are okay.
Students need to feel safe and this is not the safest way to do it.
I do think there needs to be a better way of protecting students other than
allowing teachers to have guns on their person. My suggestion is have a sheriff
or even a police officer on campus at all times.
The mere presence of a law enforcement officer is, in my opinion, the best
way to deter students from thinking to start trouble. No it doesn’t always stop
the issues from happening, but it is a better and safer alternative.

CON

Beggars versus Bakersfield: Our responsibility for change?
By James Macias
Reporter
Homelessness and poverty are
symbols that some unsavory and
undesirable types use to avoid
doing a hard day’s work.
Some homeless are in poverty
because of legitimate disabilities, which render them unable to
care for themselves. As a society,
we have a social responsibility to
these individuals.
However, there is a segment
of our population that makes its
living begging for your change
while you are trying to walk into
7-11. They seem to think they
have found a loophole in the basic tenant that a person should
earn their own living, through
hard work and perseverance.
Some have even been heard to

paint what they do as a legitimate
form of labor. They have said
that standing around begging is
easily as hard as any job. They
point to hot weather and the attitude of people they accost as
very difficult to manage.
I have found that there are
an inordinate number of these
beggars in Bakersfield. It is offensive, not just to us but to the
legitimately homeless as well.
Every single cent these scam artists make off with is another cent
the truly unfortunate will not
have. This is the worst kind of
kicking a man while he is down.
Not only that, but what true
hard luck cases I have seen, have
disappeared as the city crews
rolled through “cleaning things
up.” Somebody should pick these
beggars up.

The local constabulary has
plenty of time to make things
“cleaner” in terms of sweeping the unsightly and disenfranchised under the proverbial rug
but often cannot be bothered to
deal with what amounts to a real
criminal element (albeit a petty
one at best), which is therefore
left to flourish.
It’s enough to make one downright livid with indignation.
These people expect you to
just give them your money. They
will ask again and again as if you
somehow failed to hear them
when they accosted you while
getting out of your car or the next
time as you stepped toward the
store. They can be very demanding and overbearing with no
sense of shame about what they
are doing at all.

It seems like they think that
merely the fact of their existence
means the rest of us somehow
owe them a life.
This is the single most disgusting aspect of this situation. That
a person so completely without
motivation to contribute to the
larger social group or the self
respect to overcome said lack,
would be ego centric enough to
think he or she is owed anything
by anyone is sad state of affairs.
To say nothing of the indirect
impact their actions have on the
pathetic souls they impersonate.
There is no reason why we
here in Bakersfield should be
more accustomed to being accosted by rude, demanding,
money-grubbing strangers than
to being beseeched on behalf of
the less fortunate. There is a dif-
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ference.
If you spend some time in the
right parts of Los Angeles, you
will see a throng of legitimately
– sometimes hopelessly – homeless individuals. These people
still scratch out what truly meager livings they can, right next to
many others whom our society
has just plain forgotten.
But in Bakersfield, it’s a motley collection of the criminally
lazy and the dangerously insane.
They are either asking rudely
for your change or shouting at
someone who is not there about
your change. We as a community
need to stop avoiding the problem and find a way to make our
home a good home for everyone
willing to be a part of it and give
the unwilling a new home in our
jails.
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Movie Review

From book to big screen, ‘Gone Girl’ a must watch
By Trina Goree
Reporter
Amy Dunn is one twisted psychopathic bitch. Oh, and did I
mention a wife as well?
The highly anticipated movie
depiction of the popular book
titled “Gone Girl” by author
Gillian Flynn came out over the
weekend.
“Gone Girl” premiered nationwide Oct. 3, and I was among the

eager individuals who had to be
the first to watch the film, starring Ben Affleck, Rosamund
Pike, Neil Patrick Harris, Tyler
Perry and Carrie Coon.
Amy Dunn (Pike), daughter
to a famous author, is married
to Nick Dunn (Affleck), a Missouri native, and all is well in the
beginning. The married couple
is determined not to be “like all
the other married couples” out
there.

That determination soon dies
fast, and the couple enters a rough
patch in their marriage. Both
Amy and Nick lose their jobs in
the big city, New York, and the
spark that ignited the marriage
seems to be quickly fading.
Adding to that, Nick’s mother
is now sick and the couple decides to move to Missouri to
help aid Nick’s fading mother
and find a new start to rekindle
the marriage.

One morning Nick is with his
sister Margo Dunn (Coon) at a
local bar they jointly own, and
a neighbor summons him home.
Nick quickly finds out that his
wife is missing. The media gets
a hold of the information and his
missing wife’s disappearance
turns into a national “who done
it” story.
The over two-hour-long gritty
suspense film is worth the wait
to find out whether the husband,

Marijuana legalization still an issue in the U.S.
Phillip Rodriguez
Reporter
The dichotomy of wrong and
right, or at least the theory of
what is moral and immoral, has
existed since the inception of
man, and as we are born and
raised to be adults, all humans
grow with a set of ideals for what
is good and evil. Whether we are
biased in our opinions on such
matters is somewhat irrelevant
in today’s society, however, as
we live in a culture, community
and in many ways a world in
which the social contract is adhered to greatly. For most things,
we get to elect officials, vote for
and against, and through this, essentially quantify the morality
of everything that we come into
contact with.
In the case of cannabis, however, the United States has been
morally up in arms against the
prospect of such a plant, drug,
or whatever else it may be considered. While I, myself, find
no moral obligation in stopping
people from consuming cannabis in any form, I also find no
intense pushing force to work
actively for the item.
The case can be made though,
that people who do feel such a
way, I believe, are actually repelling the American society from
decriminalizing “pot”.
This is where the problem arises. Rappers, singers, musicians,
artists, people such as Drake,
Rick Ross, and many alike, continuously partake in such activities as smoking “Mary Jane”.

Illustration by james macias / The Rip

On the streets of San Fransisco
and New York, activists holding signs that make little to no
point as to why the plant should
be decriminalized, cry for its
“legalization”, calling it ‘weed’,
‘marijuana’, and a host of other
names that has been branded to
the plant since its original prohibition. Year after year, the votes
come in through each county in
the states, and year after year,
bills are pushed back because
people seem to dislike the idea
of “legalizing a restricted drug”.

Can you blame them?
A certain stigma has been produced by the people who intend
on keeping such items prohibited
(stating their reasoning is unnecessary) but it is not they who
are holding the movement back.
Signs screaming with green and
yellow light up districts throughout the country while the activists
who fight for the plant violently
perpetuate the straw man that is
the unemployed, burnout stoner.
Though some headway has
been made in states like Wash-

ington and Colorado, the view
of people who make it publicly
aware that they ‘smoke weed’
kills any incentive for the general
population to decriminalize the
plant. That’s what this ultimately
comes down to.
Cannabis has been made criminal, and to fight for the ability to
ingest, produce and consume it,
the portion of society that want
it, love it, and sometimes need it,
must erase or otherwise separate
itself from the history of ‘weed’
as a drug used in music videos,
that is smoked at burning man
festivals, and made itself famous
for being an ‘edgy teen drug’.
This is not my decision, and I
can guarantee that if the social
justice warriors who fight for
this idea were to become more
socially palatable to the masses,
cannabis could soon become an
industry of its own; but the first
step starts with you and them.
Ultimately, cannabis must be
represented by suits and ties, not
leaves and blunts.
It must be understood that the
grand sum of the American mainstream culture is that it’s ‘hip to
be square’, and to succeed, you
truly must be. No matter what
your opinion on the bureaucratic
procedures that are run by the
government, both on the state
level and the national front, the
modern protester must be diplomatic, peaceful yet aggressive,
and well educated.
The war for cannabis will not
be won on Facebook or through
Occupy movements, but through
paperwork and subsidies.

Restaurant Review

New burger joint a must dine-in
By Trina Goree
Reporter
Sitting in angst, my belly
filled with butterflies, hoping my
lunch guests would enjoy their
afternoon meal, I am consumed
by nervousness. The state of nervousness did not last long due to
the superb cuisine and spirits that
are in abundance at Texas 28, an
eatery located in the downtown
Bakersfield district.
While waiting for my two
guests to arrive I enjoyed a glass
of cabernet sauvignon “notorious”, from Tobin James Cellars
in Paso Robles, California at a
competitive price of $8 dollars
per glass. The cabernet sauvignon was full bodied and had a
splendid finish, and was up to
standard, regarding the level of
strength I like my wines to be.
When my first guest arrived
we exchanged hugs and it being
the first time I’ve seen my friend
in recent months I presented her
with birthday gifts that were a
few months late since her birthday fell on a day in the months
we were unable to see one another.
We got reacquainted while
waiting for my final lunch guest
to arrive; a mutual friend among
us. Once my last guest arrived,
our waitress, Sarah, let us know
she was ready to take our orders,
but my guests and I were involved in deep conversation and
ordering food was still far from
our minds. After half an hour of
conversation we could no longer
ignore our stomachs that were
having a conversation themselves due to the hypnotic smells
our noses were taking in.
When finally ordering, I ordered a south-western steak

Vanessa munoz / The Rip

Texas 28, new burger joint in downtown Bakersfield opens its doors to the public with
great food reviews.
sandwich with chipotle sauce,
grilled onions, and extra pickles, which came with a side a
seasoned fries and coleslaw.
The sirloin steak was cut up into
mouth-sized pieces, which was
also topped with coleslaw. The
price was $14 dollars. I also ordered the signature burger that
is known as the Texas 28. The
Texas 28 is a deep fried burger,
something that I have not come
across in my array of dining experiences. Although the Texas 28
burger was for my guest; I could
not resist the chance to try this
extra ordinary burger. The Texas
28 burger also comes with a side
of seasoned fries and coleslaw at
a price of $10 dollars. The last
item in my order was the banana

fosters waffle, which were two
huge waffles topped with banana
foster, pecans, vanilla ice cream,
whip cream, and drizzled at a
cost of $10 dollars.
Every item I ordered exceeded
my expectation. The service was
impeccable.
Our server Sarah went above
the normal standard in accommodating our every desire. Sarah,
also knowing it was my friend’s
belated birthday celebration presented the signature Texas 28
burger with a lovely pink candle
on it, to help heighten the celebration. Sarah did this without
being prompted to do so. This
was one of the many things that
the staff at Texas 28 afforded my
guest and I. The atmosphere was

very inviting and when leaving
the staff made sure to acknowledge our departure, made sure to
thank us for visiting, and wished
my guests and I well.
I strongly encourage all Bakersfield College students to visit if possible. It is a great place
to enjoy a meal, adult beverages,
and good laughs with friends.
This is something that is needed
in us, the students, busy world
of academia. The restaurant’s
address is 1517 18th St. in the
downtown area. Texas 28, hours
of operation are 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and
11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Friday and Saturday.

sister, former lover turned stalker,
or someone totally unexpected
had some part in the disappearance of Amy Dunn.
The film also had highly anticipated nude scenes with Neil
Patrick Harris and Ben Affleck.
Harris’ scene is what one would
expect in hearing of a nude scene
while Affleck’s full frontal is
more like a quick flash. And
don’t you worry gentlemen; one
can definitely count on the high-

ly revered boob scene.
The film had me on the edge of
my seat in shock, in a good way,
mouth wide open as the mystery
to Amy Dunn’s disappearance
became more and more revealed.
I encourage all Bakersfield College students to watch “Gone
Girl” directed by David Fincher.
This film will give you clues on
what to avoid in the world of
love and marriage.

Game Review

Smash Bros. a
good one again
By Graham C Wheat
Contributing Writer
The fighting game-juggernaut that polished and solidified the frenzied four-player
format has smashed its way,
once again, to near perfection.
Your dreams of pummeling
Kirby’s cute pink face, or dropkicking Mario’s moustache, are
now in the palm of your hand to
duke it out on the bus, between
classes, or in the bathroom.
Super Smash Bros. for Nintendo 3DS (yes, that is the full
name) is fast on its way to becoming the standard for action
fighting games, and I wouldn’t
be surprised if it holds it own
in the rigid tournament community. The massive reception
it received in Japan, selling
over a million copies in the debut weekend, is a telling sign
as to its reception in the U.S.
The fourth incarnation of the
franchise hits the mark with
aplomb and will soon be a gold
standard for the handheld device.
The young, the older, and
Nintendo fan boys and fan girls
alike were scattered across
Bakersfield for the midnight
release on Friday Oct. 3. Well
into the post-midnight hours,
Gamestop parking lots were
buzzing noisily, bleating out
Mario voices and yelps or a
Link war cry of destruction
from so many 3DS speakers.
I tried holding my own
against some unknown guys. I
faired alright until they all started ganging up and I was roundly
ousted from their nerdy circle.
Not to be outdone, I plucked
the last hit from the final smash
ball, the new “ultra” moves for
each character, and unleashed a
blaze of Mario fireballs before
I was booted from the game.
If you are a friendless hermit you can also connect online to fulfill your smashing
needs. While it isn’t perfect
in terms of match making and
keeping good connectivity, it
is very playable. I had some
wonky match ups against crazy
good players and was defeated
in mere moments, however
the majority of the matches I
played felt balanced and at my
skill level. There is also a betting/spectator mode where you
can earn some in-game gold if
your skills aren’t up to snuff or
you are too afraid to jump into
the online fray.
There are a ton of modes
and mini games to keep things
fresh if the pure versus mode
gets a bit tiring. In addition to
rewarding you for completing
challenges, many of the modes
offer huge role-playing gamelike stat boosts to customize
characters.
This too is one of the best
and coolest features to enter
the new Super Smash Bros. for
Nintendo 3DS.
Every single character, including a Mii version avatar
that can get cosmetic upgrades,
can equip stat boosting items or
gain new moves. You can swap
around or customize any fighter
to your liking and them import
them into the Wii U version
when it releases this December. That also means you can

take your customized versions
of characters over to a friends
house and have a sleeper character to pummel a buddy. For
me, I see the customizing aspect getting pretty deep. Completion specialists will also find
lots of collection in this aspect
of the game.
The amount of content
crammed into this little 3DS
entry is nothing to scoff at and
is going to provide hardcore
smashers and newcomers to
the franchise plenty of replay
value.
Just trying to master one
characters moves and nuances
is hard enough, but with a cast
of 52 fighters, the time needed
to become truly dominant in all
settings of the game is going to
take some work.
The new combatants like
Sonic, Pac-Man, Duck Hunt
Dog, or Bowser Jr. to name a
few, are right at home beating
it out against Nintendo’s truly
iconic characters and with such
a huge roster, there are bound
to be characters you have never
heard of like R.O.B. (an old
Nintendo peripheral is a full
fledged character). They even
revived Little Mac from the
Punch-Out! Series, and quite
honestly he picked up so fast
I would have sworn he was in
earlier iterations.
Speaking of characters, all of
your favorites from nearly every game have returned and the
rookies are in top contention for
your much-loved main fighters
position. I found myself selecting the newbies and playing for
hours with someone like Sonic
or Charizard without a second
thought. Some veterans will
cry foul seeing their favorite
fighters nerfed (downgraded
from previous entries), yet Nintendo’s careful balancing has
resulted in ultimately the same
feel of all the pugilists.
The fighting at the core of
the game is the most balanced I
have seen to date. I’m sure fans
of Super Smash Bros. Melee for
the Gamecube will feel right at
home. Gone is the sluggish,
“floaty” mechanics in Brawl.
The game, at times feels supercharged, is ultra responsive
even on the small real estate
and built in control of the 3DS.
I have heard stories of the control pad wearing out and crippling the owners 3DS. These
people must be ham-fisted
barbarians if they are crunching their glorified GameBoy
that much. I have bigger than
average hands and find playing on the harder difficulties
to still be light and responsive,
without treating my 3DS like a
dominatrix victim. Although I
do have an XL, I still can’t see
this happening to the majority
of players.
Every character handles
uniquely and the amount of
testing and conception it took to
make and perfect them shows.
The ridiculous amount of
game packed into this portable
version is astounding, and I am
positive there will be countless
hours of smashing to be had.
Be prepared to find it wriggling
its way into any free time you
thought you didn’t have.
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Victoria Pyle
piling in the
goals for BC
By Mohamed Bafakih
Reporter
It’s unusual for an incoming
freshman athlete at any level to
come in to a new system, at a
new school, under a new coaching staff, and immediately put a
mark on the field instantly – all
while being on a nine-game
road-trip to kickoff the collegiate
season.
Victoria Pyle, Ridgeview High
School’s all-time leading goalscorer, has done just that for Bakersfield College’s soccer team
thus far, and more.
Already with a team-high five
goals and 12 points, Pyle also
has two assists in her very young
freshman year.
Prior to all this, the game of
soccer has always been part of
her competitive spirit.
“I started playing at the age
of 5. I was coached by my dad
and played AYSO until I joined a
club team in fourth grade,” Pyle
reflected.
Throughout her club-playing
days, which just ended in June,
Pyle truly realized her potential
with the game.
“Club was challenging; we
would scrimmage with colleges
which helped build my confidence,” she said.
In high school, Pyle was a
four-year varsity player (three
of those four years All-League
mentions), an All-Area honorable mention, one league MVP
title, and part of Ridgeview’s
multiple South Yosemite League
titles.
After her prolific high school
playing career, Pyle was unsure
where the rest of her future playing days would take her.
“I knew I wanted to play col-

Women’s
soccer looks
to stay hot
By Mohamed Bafakih
Reporter

“The fact that we are
able to play at these
teams’ level and even
beat them shows our
potential.”
–Victoria Pyle,
BC soccer player

lege ball, but not sure where. I
had Taft and other out of school
offers, but I chose BC so I could
stay in town then see where it’ll
take me afterward.”
Adjusting to the college level
style of play, Pyle credits head
coach Scott Dameron.
“[Dameron] has helped me
transition very well, especially
getting better at my position.”
In Pyle’s season opener, she
scored one out of five team
goals in a shutout against College of the Sequoias on Sept. 3,
5-0.
The Renegades got a taste of
their own blowout, however,
three days later against Ventura
College, 7-1.
“It was an eye-opener. My
teammates and I didn’t play up
to our potential,” Pyle recalls.
Things shifted quickly as Pyle
and her gang went on to win
the next four-out-of-five road
games, including an upset win
against 17th national-ranked
Feather River College, 3-2 on
Sept. 13 where Pyle scored the
statement goal in the 73rd minute to close it out.
After her performance during that week, Pyle was named
Western State Conference Player of the Week.
“The fact that we are able to

vanessa munoz / The Rip

BC women’s soccer player Victoria Pyle warming up before taking the practice field.
play at these teams’ levels and
even beat them shows our potential,” Pyle said.
Even with all the games away
from Bakersfield College, being
on the road for such a long period hasn’t affected Pyle and the
team at all.

“We’re always ready to play,”
she said. “It just makes us better.”
With conference play heating
up now, the women’s team has
their hopes very high and Pyle is
not one to shy away from standing up for her team.

“I think we’ll do very well,”
Pyle said. “We have a great team
and we know it’s not going to
get any easier but we have our
minds on winning the conference.”
After battling a concussion,
Pyle’s back and ready to go.

Finishing out the last two
games of a nine-game road trip,
the Bakersfield College women’s
soccer team scored just one goal
in each of those two games, winning one and tying in the other.
Eeking out a 1-0 victory
against Glendale College, forward Danielle Vargas scored the
first and only goal of the game in
the third minute.
The defense held their ground
allowing zero shot attempts and
zero shots on goal.
Although it may not have the
prettiest victory, the Renegades
came out with the result they
were looking for down in Glendale, even without their attacker
Victoria Pyle – who sustained
a mild concussion early in the
week.
Coach Scott Dameron kept
stressing on the importance of
finding better looks.
“We need to create more goalscoring opportunities and play
better,” he said.
The Renegades’ next test was
back down in Los Angeles again,
this time to face West L.A. College (3-5).
The game didn’t pick up until
late in the first half when Pyle,
who was back from missing one
game, scored an unassisted goal
in the 32nd minute to give the
Renegades the lead.
West L.A. capitalized shortly after in the 39th minute, as
Stephanie Banuelos knotted the
game at 1 apiece on a penalty
kick attempt.
“The penalty was questionable, but they called it,” Dameron recalled.
Going into Tuesday’s first
home game of the season vs. Antelope Valley, the Renegades are
looking to build off an overall record of 5-1-2 and a 1-0-1 conference record.

SAN JOAQUIN COLLEGE OF LAW

Roshana Shirzad
BA, Criminology
Fresno State
Class of 2010

“My will to succeed is supported by
SJCL’s desire to help every student
reach their greatest potential.”

Law School 101

Tuesday, October 14, 7-9pm
You’re invited to this free program to learn more about the legal
profession and what a law degree can do for you! At this forum you
will be introduced to law school, from courses offered to admission
requirements. Register now at www.sjcl.edu or 559/323-2100
A Degree in any Major Qualifies you to Apply to Law School.
Next LSAT, Saturday, December 6, 2014
Go to www.lsac.org to register by November 4.
82% of the Class of 2013 Bar Passers are Employed as Full-Time
Attorneys.
SJCL admitS StudentS of any raCe, CoLor, and nationaL or ethniC origin.

now accepting applications
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Football team trying to find winning ways
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Nate Mitogo (55) attempts a sack on the Renegades.
By Daniel Ojeda
Sports Editor
A football season that began
full of optimism and hope has
slowly turned into a nightmare
for the Renegades.
Bakersfield College lost a nail
biter against College of the Canyons at Memorial Stadium on
Oct. 4.
The loss came a week after the
Renegades blew an early lead
in a loss to Hancock College on
Sept. 27.
After trailing Canyons for
most of the game, BC quarterback Tarek Yaeggi was able to
find Khalin Smith for a 13-yard
touchdown pass with just over a
minute left in the fourth quarter,
momentarily giving the Renegades a 35-31 lead and also
erasing the feelings of missed
opportunities from a week prior.

But the momentum would
quickly turn as Canyons still had
an opportunity, taking over with
1:07 left to play and no timeouts.
On the first play of the drive, a
mistake by the BC defense allowed Canyons quarterback Devon Dunn to connect with his
wide receiver, who had managed
to slip by the defense before he
was finally tackled down at the
BC 16, a gain of 56 yards.
The defense would force two
incomplete passes before sacking Dunn on third down, but a
penalty for a personal foul gave
Canyons a fresh set of downs
with the ball at the BC 11.
With 18 seconds remaining,
a short pass had Canyons at the
BC 4-yard line with the Renegade defense facing another third
down. With the defense closing
in around him, Dunn was able to
avoid the rush and scramble into
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Tarek Yaeggie (11) throws a pass in the first quarter in attempt to reach a first down during their game on Oct. 4.
the end zone just as he was hit,
giving Canyons the victory and
sending BC to their third straight
loss.
“You’ve got to give College of
the Canyons lots of credit,” said
head coach Jeff Chudy. “They
could’ve thrown in the towel after we had that late score.
“We put ourselves in a position to win, but we didn’t get it
done.”
Yaeggi, who missed the Hancock game due to injury, finished
the game with a season-high 351
yards passing and three touchdowns to go along with two
interceptions. Despite the loss,

Yaeggi was able to get the BC
offense back on track after only
gaining 241 yards against Hancock.
“He really worked to get himself healthy. I’m pleased with the
way we came back in the second
half,” said BC offensive coordinator Carl Dean.
Trinton Douglas finished with
over 109 yards on 29 carries, his
second consecutive game with
over 100 rushing yards after
finishing with 107 in the loss to
Hancock.
Douglas was the Renegades
primary ball carrier because
Xavier Williams did not dress

for the game.
Penalties and a long touchdown pass hurt the Renegades
a week after BC was unable to
come up with big plays of their
own against Hancock.
BC was penalized six times for
false starts, and their quarterback
was sacked five times.
With BC starting to gain momentum after pulling within 3
early in the third, the defense was
burned for a 74-yard touchdown
pass that swung the momentum
back in Canyon’s way.
Trying to end the losing streak
will become an even bigger task
as the Renegades are playing

away for their next two games.
Keeping Yaeggi healthy and
cutting down on the penalties is
something BC will work on in
the upcoming week.
Just don’t expect the same
type of crazy finish like the one
the Renegades experienced.
“In my 46, 47 years in this
game, I’ve never been a part
of something so crazy,” said
Chudy.
Next up for the Renegades
are away games against Citrus
College and Moorpark College
before returning home to play
against Cerritos College on Oct.
25.

Cross country does well at home meet
By Monique Hansen-Garcia
Reporter
The Bakersfield College men’s
and women’s cross country
teams placed first at the Bakersfield Invitational held at the Kern
Soccer Field on Sept. 26.
On a mild weather and slightly
breezy day, the Bakersfield College runners brought home the
top four individual places in each
race.
Four schools total participated
in both races. The BC women’s
team also finished first last year,
whereas the men’s team was
fourth out of five teams last year
but finished first this year.
In the men’s race, BC was
first, Ventura second and Antelope Valley third.
Juan Calderon, the winner
of the men’s race, was excited
to have beat his time from last
year.
“I improved,” he said. “I took
two seconds off my last time
from last year’s home meet.
“For some people it may not
sound like a lot, but that little of
a difference made it possible for
me to dominate.”
Calderon finished first with
a time of 21:59.00 in the men’s
4-mile race. As he finished, he
ran into the finish line with the
obvious sense of accomplishment, along with a huge grin.
“I hope to make my family
proud, my coach and my team,”
Calderon said. “It’s a blessing
to finish first. I hope to carry
through the rest of the season,
doing a good job to represent
BC.”
A few seconds behind Calderon came teammate Tyler Moore
with the second-place time of
22:16.00.
The women’s team, spectators,
and BC coaches cheered the men
on as third place winner Richard
Timmermans finished. Timmermans would finish with the time
of 22:17.00, and was neck and

neck with Moore.
Christopher Moreno would
finish fourth with a time of
22:32.00, and teammate Keylan
Meneses placed seventh place
with the time of 23:19.00.
Jonathan Salinas came in 15th
place with the time of 24:58.00
and Marcos Padron came in 16th
place with the time of 25:03.00.
Out of 30 participants, the BC
men’s team would end up with
13 men placing.
The women’s team, usually
led by Jessica Campbell, had to
run without her.
“It’s hard to not be out there
competing, but the women have
made me really proud,” Campbell said. “We have such a large
group of outstanding athletes. It
was definitely a pleasure to be
able to be here to support the
team.”
Campbell is out with a strain
in her hamstring and is anxious
to return to running.
“I hope to compete in the next
meet but may wait to ensure I
heal properly,” she said.
Leah Theroux, who has finished strong in every race this
season, led BC by finishing first
in the race. The men’s team,
spectators and coaches cheered
Theroux in, also.
As Theroux finished, numerous friends and family members
that were excited to see her do
such a good job greeted her. It is
quite an improvement from the
11th place finish Theroux took
home last year.
This year the women’s team
participated in the 5k race, with
four teams in total, competing in
the race.
Emily Freeman would be right
behind Theroux in second place
that may have not seemed likely
earlier this season.
“I didn’t do such a great job,”
Freeman said of one of her first
runs with BC while on the track
and field team.
Definitely showing a stride

Jason Reed Special To The Rip

The BC women run as a pack during the Bakersfield Invitational held at the Kern River Soccer field on Sept. 26.
of improvements, she is running toward her goal she set in
the spring season to improve her
run and be a competitor that can
stand up for BC.
Freeman would finish the 5k
race with a time of 20:12.00.
Yareli Ocampo and Kelly Hartfield would be at each other’s
heels for their third and fourth
place wins, respectively.
Ocampo finished the race in
third with the time of 20:44.00.
Hartfield was a second later for
fourth place with the time of
20:45.00.
Hartfield was extremely happy
to have placed in such a favorable place.
“It’s hard with so many tal-

ented women to shine, but I am
happy with my performance and
even happier with the team,” she
said.
Paola Silvestre came in sixth
place and a second behind her
was Monet Portillo.
Silvestre ran the race in the
time of 21:02.00 and Portillo ran
for seventh place with the time
of 21:03.00. Ambar Cruz placed
13th in 21:41.
On Oct. 3, BC traveled for
a meet at West Los Angeles in
Culver City.
The men’s team finished seventh out of 12 participating teams
and the women placed third of
the 10 teams participating.
The meet was the Western

Conference Preview, which is important to see where the schools
stand in regard to the other teams
of the conference.
In the men’s four-mile run,
Calderon had an impressive time
of 5:08 minutes averaged per
mile.
With the overall time of 20:35,
Calderon placed 15th.
The women had 10 runners, out of 94 participants, that
placed.
There were seven BC women
in the top 50 of the women’s 5k
race.
Freeman would be the fastest
of the BC women, with the overall time of 20:12.
She placed 15th for the women

with the average of 6:30 minutes
averaged per mile.
Ocampo would come in 17th
place, with the overall time of
20:21.
The BC teams travel to the
Santa Barbara Invitational on
Oct. 10 at Santa Barbara City
College.
The teams will then travel to
Ventura for the Western State
Conference meet. The WSC
meet will be held at 3 p.m. Oct.
24 in Ventura.
The Southern California Finals start on Nov. 7 at Woodley
Park in Van Nuys.
The State Championships are
scheduled at Woodward Park in
Fresno on Nov. 22 of this year.
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Soccer club
drops match
By Elias C. Ahumada
Opinions Editor
The Bakersfield College men’s
soccer club played their first
game of the season against Loyola Marymount University soccer club. The game was played
at the BC soccer fields and was
scheduled to be played at 1 p.m.,
however, the game began earlier
because the referees were unable
to start at 1 p.m.
Instead, the game began at
noon.
Loyola jumped to a quick start
keeping the BC men’s soccer
club playing in a hole the entire
first half.
Loyola entered the halfway
point up 3-1 on BC.
In the second half, the game
became more competitive as
BC rallied. BC came alive in the
second half of the game tallying
up three goals, and tying Loyola
only to watch the comeback fall
short by allowing Loyola to score
three more goals of their own.
BC was able to score three
goals, but fell short of the comeback and lost 6-4.
Pete Fox, a BC coach, was

pleased with how the team
played its first game despite the
team falling short of a victory.
Edgar Moreno, who plays
right mid-fielder for BC, contributed with three assists in the loss.
“Just the normal plays that the
coach showed us; stay open and
make the runs like you’re supposed to,” said Moreno, referring
to how he was able to make those
assists.
“We played alright, but I think
we can play better,” noted Moreno.
Jesse Ramirez, who plays
right wing, scored BC’s first goal
of the game. “The help from my
teammates, all the passing, the
good switches, and they gave
me the ball in a good open area,
and I just got the shot off,” said
Ramirez.
Ramirez likes the fact that the
team never put its head down
and they kept working. “We lost
the tie, but overall everyone was
working hard, and we kept on
going,” added Ramirez.
Ramirez noted that one thing
the team needs to improve on is
the overall fitness.
Pete Fox also stated that the

Elias c. ahumada / The Rip

Victor Rodriguez looks for an open teammate while trying to avoid the Loyola Marymount University defensive players.
team needs more work on its fitness.
“We are not as fit as we can
be,” Fox said, and also said that
some of the advantages that Loyola took were due in part to the
lack of fitness on the BC side. “It

was a good competitive match,
we learned some things, we see
what our difficulties are,” Fox
said.
“I’m pleased with the spirit of
the play, I’m pleased with the attitude, the work ethic of the boys,

but then again there is those few
incidents where we lack concentration,” said Fox.
After the game, BC hosted a
small barbecue and fans in attendance were allowed to eat with
the team. BC will host the CSUB

Coyote soccer club next on Oct.
11 at the BC soccer fields the
match is scheduled for 1 p.m.
The BC men’s soccer club
players currently have to pay out
of pocket for their matches and
are looking for sponsors.
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Kourtney Grantz (17) prepares to spike a shot after having it set up for her during the
volleyball team’s game against Santa Monica on Oct. 3. BC would go on to lose the match.

Volleyball team off to slow start
By Isaiah Bryson
Reporter
The Bakersfield College volleyball team is off to a slow start
this season, dropping their last two
matches at home.
The first loss came on Oct. 1
against Santa Barbara College (9-4)
in four sets. The Renegades (4-9)
were offensively led by Courtney
Grantz with 13 kills. Tyler Herring
and Stephanie Lugo would have 12
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Jack Murphy, right, performs a single leg takedown against his Mt. Sac opponent.

Wrestling team picks up a couple of wins but
wrestlers having trouble making weight class
By Mohamed Bafakih
Reporter
Along with the battles on
the mats, the Bakersfield College wrestling team is facing
its own battles with making
weight classes and staying
healthy.
At the annual Bakersfield
Duals, BC managed to key in
on some valuable individual
points but failed to do so as a
whole unit, dropping all three
team matches.
However, BC’s Cesar Luna,
at 184 pounds, and Jack Murphy, at 197 pounds, really
stood out and came out on top

three times in each of their respective weight classes.
Luna, who won all three
of his matches including a
vigorous 11-3 major decision
over Alcatar from Mt. SAC,
finished his day with an 11-7
victory over Santa Ana’s Gabe
Hernandez.
Murphy followed suit with
his defeat over Anthony Briones of Mt. SAC in an 8-3 decision match.
Where Murphy really impressed spectators was his
dominating 19-7 major decision match against East
Los Angeles’ 197-pounder
Guerro, and his pin on Santa

Ana 197-pounder Fraser in
the second period of the final
match.
The Santa Ana Tournament
held some disappointment
with only a few matches won
and some wrestlers not meeting their weight requirements.
Although a silver lining was
brought by Jacob Hall (285)
with his 2-1 major decision
over Aguliar from Santa Ana.
Hall placed fifth in the tournament
For future matches Coach
Joe Espejo stated he just
wants to get everyone physically healthy and have their
full line up.

and 10 kills respectively.
Jade Degadillo would lead
the team with 18 assists. Lorena
Ramirez led the team with 16 digs
while Cate Reeves had 13 digs.
Bakersfield looked to turn their
season around when they opened
conference play two days later
against Santa Monica College (94). However, the Renegades were
defeated by the visiting Santa
Monica College in four sets.
Courtney Grantz and Tyler

Herring led Bakersfield with 14
and 13 kills respectively. Herring
would post a match high .524 hitting percentage. Jade Degadillo
had 26 set assists and 10 digs. Defensively, Lorena Ramirez led the
Renegades with 20 digs and Kayla
Romero and Cate Reeves had 12
digs apiece.
The Renegades will look to
bounce back on Oct. 10 as they
travel to Allan Hancock College
for their next conference match.

Complete Your Degree or Credential
at University of La Verne’s Bakersfield Campus
Available Undergraduate and Graduate Programs
§ Business Administration*
§ Organizational Management*
§ Public Administration*
§ Health Administration
§ Liberal Studies (Teacher Preparation)**
§ Multiple or Single Subject Teaching Credential
§ Special Education: Mild/Moderate
§ M.S. Educational Counseling
§ M.Ed. Educational Management
§ Doctor of Education in Organizational Leadership
(La Verne Campus)
* Also available Online
** Also available at Delano & Taft locations

Attend an Information Session
Saturday, October 18, 2014 at 10:00 AM

Jennifer Salas
MBA ’09
J.P. Morgan Chase

Call toll free at 877-GO-TO-ULV

infosession@laverne.edu
laverne.edu

Kern County Regional Campus
1201 24th Street, Suite D-200
Bakersfield, CA 93301
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Bakersfield College students listen to and ask questions of Manny Mourtzanos about the various requirements involving BC’s new pre-law focus on Oct. 2 in the Fireside Room.

BC getting new Pre-Law focus on campus
By Graham C Wheat
Contributing Editor
If you dream of becoming a lawyer
or attorney, Bakersfield College has got
you covered. Students interested in pursuing a career in law have a new, streamlined pathway courtesy of BC.
In conjunction with the State Bar of
California’s Council on Access and
Fairnesss, 24 community colleges in the
state are implementing a pre-law focus
for their students and agreements with
UC’s to accept students who complete
a pre-law focus at their two-year university.
Dean of Instruction at BC, Manny
Mourtzanos, emceed an orientation on
Oct. 2 in the Fireside Room to approximately 100 interested students. “We are
creating the opportunity,” said Mourtzanos to attentive attendees. “Our job is to
help you make the right decision.”
Organizers of the event also included
Educational Advisor Jessica Garcia
and BC political science professor Ed
Borgens. The orientation explained that
students must fill out an interest form,
application and student contract, a letter
of interest, as well as attend a Pre-Law
scholars orientation session.
Students who enter the pre-law program and follow the IGETC (UC pathway) plan are to be accepted into one
of six participating California four-year
universities: USC, University of San
Francisco, UC Davis, UC Irvine, Santa
Clara University, and Loyola Marymount. Moreover, in line with new
transfer degree options, pre-law students

can acquire an AA-T in Political Science
at BC and transfer to one of the aforementioned schools.
The State Bar, explained Mourtzanos,
facilitates the program. “It was their
[COAF] idea. Knowing that so many
four-year schools have community college transfers, they put out a general
call.”
About 50 community colleges were
interested in implementing this focus,
and the State Bar also contacted the
4-year universities according to Mourtzanos. BC was one of the 24 chosen
community colleges.
With this new focus of study, BC will
be creating a new class to comply with
the pathway. The new course, Law and
Democracy, will begin being offered in
the spring semester, with only one section of the class being offered. However,
“Given the overwhelming response [to
the orientation], we have to offer more
classes of Law and Democracy,” said
Mourtzanos.
The course will focus on an overview
and introduction to law in general. The
new course plan also includes time for
“special studies” which would be an internship with local law firms or something akin to it.
Mourtzanos seemed very pleased
when he saw the crowd in attendance,
admitting that he thought there might be
20 or 30 people at the orientation.
Students, too, are excited about the
new focus of course. Jordan Fuentes, a
communication major, is now thinking
about changing his major to account for
BC’s newest program.
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KCCD General Counsel, Chris Hine (left), chats with Manny Mourtzanos after the BC Pre-Law orientation.
“[I am] really interested in pursuing
it. I took Rhetoric and Argumentation,
and realized I really enjoyed arguing
and that was my first notion of arguing.
I want to see if it’s for me,” said Fuentes.
He is also excited about the ease of access to a four-year university. “It seems
like a good way to get into a UC, and
I always wanted to go to school in San

Francisco.”
It was recommended that students interested in the program fill out and apply early, although Mourtzanos said it
wasn’t a stringent application process
and more of a commitment to intent.
It was also suggested that students
who are interested get enrolled in the
Law and Democracy class as soon as

possible.
For a full list of the course requirements, as well as all the necessary documents and contact information of the
programs facilitators and full application guidelines, please make a visit to
the BC website and find the pre-law
section at www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/
prelaw.
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