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issue still
unsettled

Kit-fox probe begins
By Joe Bergman
Photo & Sports Editor

California Department of Fish
and Wildlife has launched an
investigation into the removal
practices that were employed by
Bakersfield College Facilities,
Maintenance and Operations
staff against the San Joaquin kit
foxes that reside in Memorial
Stadium.
The investigation was initiated
after 111e Renegade Rip published two sto1ies April 6 about
the treatment of the kit foxes.
Anne Fen-anti, environmental
program manager with the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, would not comment as
to what initiated the investigation, nor would she provide the
focus of the investigation.
Anthony Culpepper, vice
president of finance and administrative services at Bakersfield
College, denied any knowledge
of a Fish and Wildlife investigation. "They didn't share anything
with me about an active investigation. We were not notified
about any active investigation,"
said Culpepper.
The Rip has been investigating
the treatment of the kit foxes in
Memorial Stadium since it was
brought to the newspaper's attention in March by sources who
wished to remain anonymous. In
doing so, The Rip interviewed Ed
Davis, who is a major benefactor
to Bakersfield College and current president of The Renegade
Helmet Club.
Davis has been assisting Bakersfield College since 2014,
when he was involved in tl1e
replacement and leveling of the
playing surface at Memorial Stadium. ''I've been working on the
football field as an agronomist
for the coach for years, trying to
make it in as good of shape as I
possibly can," said Davis.
While working on that project,
Davis stated he looked around
and saw how tenible the rest of
the stadium's bowl looked. "All
the weeds, all the dead bushes,
on... and on;' he said.
So approximately three years
ago, Davis started researching
what the problem was, as a result, "The real problem is that
because of the [politically correct] society/ideology that's on
campus here, no one wanted to
disturb tl1e kit foxes," said Davis.

By Marcus Castro
Contributing Editor

JOE BERGMAN I THE RIP

The cages shown above were being stored in the athletic storage unit under the Memorial Stadium
scoreboard. Sources identified these as the cages that were used during the removal of kit foxes.
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Two kit-fox den entrances in Memorial Stadium on the east hillside with the BC sign, taken on March 31.

The ongoing discussion of a smoking policy being implemented at Bakersfield College may be very near its end.
The policy was supposed to be finalized in
March of 2016, but due to questions of individuals of the District Consultation Council
they are not able to be answered yet.
Dean of Allied Health Cindy Collier said,
"The last time I was informed, it went to
what we call District Consultation Council.
There were questions that were brought up
during that time about the procedure. It's
actually not even the policy. TI1e _policy has
been approved; it's the procedure."
The questions and issues about the procedure of implementing the policy can be answered by Collier, but she has not been to a
consultation mee ting.
"What I've been told is tl1at I need to be
invited to a district consultation so that I can
answer these questions for them, and at this
point in time, I haven 't been invited yet,"
said Collier.
Collier explained that she hopes the policy
will be implemented during the summer at
BC or at least during fall of 2016.
While BC is on its way to getting a smoking policy, the state is working on one as
well.
Assemblymember Kevin McCarty, a
Democrat in Sacramento, has been leading
the effort at the state level to get a law passed
that would make all California Community
Colleges and California State Universities
tobacco free.
The Assembly has recently passed the bill,
and it has been advanced to the Senate. The
bill is expected to be discussed and a decision made by 2018.
Collier explains that the state policy will
be much tougher than what BC is currently
trying to implement.
She said that the state policy would come
along with ticketing for smoking on campus.
"Ours is truly about education and trying
to just get peer pressure going," said Collier.
"I really didn't want it to be a punishment. I
really wanted it to be thought as this is really
about your health."
Collier explained that she tl1inks tl1e state
policy is a good thing, and that it will be nice
if BC can implement the policy first as it
would ease the campus into the more serious
policy the state may implement.
When the consultation council finalizes
the policy, BC will immediately begin to
make the policy known, according to Collier.
Collier said, "TI1e goal is to get signage
out tl1ere saying ' Hey, BC's tobacco free,'
and to have tl1e Student Health Center be
able to provide cessation counseling for students who would want that."

Once again, counselors face backlog at end of year
By Carl E. Littleberry Jr.
Reporter
Bakersfield College's counseling office has
stoppect accepting fonnal appointments for the last
two weeks of the school year, forcing students to
wait until after the early registration periods for BC
has ended.
Kathy Rosellini, a BC counselor, confinned that
the counseling offices have stopped accepting appointments during the last month of school due
to registration for summer and fall classes. This
practice traditionally happens every school year
because of the volume of students wanting to see
counselors.
"It's historically like this," said Roselli.ni. " If
students are having a hard time seeing a cow1selor
during a walk-in, plan ahead. I recommend setting
up an appointment weeks in advance if you want to
see a cow1selor."
The problem, Rosellini says, stems from a lack
of staffing in tl1e counseling office. On average, tl1e
counseling office sees 450 students on a regular

day, and with only 10 counselors on staff, that averages to about 45 students a day.
In California, community colleges on average
have a ratio of 1 to 700 when it comes to counselors and students; however, BC has a whopping 1 to
1,100 ratio that in Rossellini's words "is an extreme
detriment to how we go about our jobs."
The school, as of the Fall 2016 school ye,u-, has
no plans to add any new counselors.
Instead. Rosellini believes students should have
better time management and take advantage of tl1e
other tools the school offers.
"Communicate witl1 us so we can help you, come
in early September or at least before you have a
problem," said Rosellini. "We have so many tools
at your disposals that do a lot of what we do here.
Basically, it comes down to your time management
skills as a student."
The counseling department has had similar problems dealing with tl1e influx of students who need
counsel near the end of semesters in the past. The
department added two counselors last year, but Rosellini said they really needed seven more to make

a better ratio with students.
However, a year later the same problems are
resurfacing and a maj01ity of students are not too
happy about it.
Masai Ujime, a fourth-year sophomore at BC
studying kinesiology, said, "As of April 9, I still
haven't seen anyone and it's not like my problem is
too hard. I just want to change majors, but no one
seems to have the time to help me."
Similar students have echoed similar sentiments
with 11 of the 15 students surveyed all generally
saying the same thing: Why can' t they seem to get
any help?
Some students are even claiming to have spent
hours waiting in tl1e offices just to be told tliat no
one can see them that day, just to be told the same
thing again when they return.
"I was in tl1ere for what felt like 10 years," said
Erin Johnston, a BC nursing major. "It feels like
they are more worried about tl1eir lunch breaks
than us."
Jason Eeaves, a BC engineering major, and Ernesto Campos, a BC child psychology major, had

similar complaints.
Eeaves believes that counselors don 't focus
enough on the whole semester, saying, like students, their focus wanes as the semester goes on.
"It's wrong to say they don 't care entirely, because they do. It's just they care more about the
paycheck over the student," he said.
Considering the sheer volume of students who
come into the counseling office in a day and tl1e
amount of counselors, that's just not enough work
being done, according to Campos.
"We pay for classes just like regular college students, but we are treated like a bunch of high school
dropouts. They just need to get better at their jobs
in my opinion," said Campos.
When told that students do not feel "cared for"
by counselors, Rosellini urged BC students to understand that it's all a process.
"We care about each and every one of you here
at BC," she said. "We don't want students to get
the wrong messages when they leave our offices.
Just communicate better so we can work on thi s
together."
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Campus hosts one-act plays
By Misty Severi

Reporter
The theater department of
Bakersfield College hosted
two one-act plays on April
27 in the Black Box Theatre.
The first play, "You're Nobody
Til Somebody Loves You" was
written by former BC student
Nicholas David Meise and was
directed by Ryan Lee.
The story revolves around four
central characters: James, played
by Beck Elliott, Olivia, played
by Karisma Normandin, Charlotte, played by Alyssa Galvez,
and Allen, played by Morgan
Crite. James, the depressed but
aspiring writer, is the boyfriend
of Charlotte, a woman trying
to break into the acting world.
Olivia, wife of "general manager" Allen, is a woman who secretly wanted to be an actress but
instead settled for the reliable job
of nursing.
The story begins with Olivia
andAllen seemingly getting along
as they prepare for Olivia's best
friend from high school, Charlotte, to visit with her boyfriend.
But the viewer quickly realizes
as the play continues that Olivia
and Allen are far from happy,
as Olivia feels that she and her
daughter are being neglected by
her husband, who appears to be
a workaholic.
There becomes this love ttiangle in the play, when they
talk about sleeping with another
member of the party, but in the
end the couples all remain the
same.
The play had a lot of humor and
adult content in it, but overall was
an interesting and funny story,
according to audience members.
"I feel like the characters are interesting," began audience member Mallory Wilson, "and there
were many moments that I was
laughing so hard that I thought I
was going to pee in my pants."
The second play of the night
was called "Bridges," written by
fmmer BC Professor and Levan
Center director Jack Hernandez,
and directed by theater professor
Kimberly Chin.
There were only two characters in this play, the snarky
homeless man who reads philosophy, played by Morgan Von
Sydow, and the aspiring young
writer who wa~ on the verge of
committing suicide, played by
Ryan Lee.
The play, which was based on
Hernandez's son's suicide, is fast
paced, with a lot of back and forth
between the two characters, as the
homeless man tries to convince
the young man to continue living.
But every time the audience became hopeful that maybe the
young man's mind was changing,
he'd go right back to the edge of
the bridge and think about jumping off.
"It kept me on the edge of my
seat the entire time," said audience member Tanya Clark, "because you really want him (the
homeless man) to change the
guy's mind and for him to live.
But then he kept changing his
mind again, and again, and for
it to end with him dying even
though you 're rooting for him to
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Karisma Normandin (left) plays Olivia alongside Morgan Crite (middle), playing Allen,
and Alyssa Galvez, playing Charlotte, in "You're Nobody 'Til Somebody Loves You."

Reporter
Bakersfield College had their
most recent performance of
"Renegade Talks," an hom and
a half long talk in the style of
IBDtalks, a conference held
every year with the best from
Technology, Ente1tainment, and
Design (TED), along with science, the arts, business, etc.
In the Renegade Talks, there
were professors and student'>
from communications, science,
and history.
There were also students who
performed oral interpretation
pieces, which meant dramatic
work that wasn't their own,
usually in the style of poetry.
Aspiring theater professor and
BC student Ryan Lee began
the night with his perfo1mance
of "Pickles," a story that at first
appears to be about someone
who was fired from his job because he messed up an order.

Top 10
Car
Brands
The Rip's Chris Miller has
asked 50 students on campus what their favorite car
brand is. The results have
been compiled into the Top
10 answers based off of
student opinion.

1. Ford
Number of votes: 9
"I like Fords. Mustangs only,"
said Matthew Bray, 20.

Morgan Von Sydow plays a homeless man in a
play called "Bridges." The play was at BC in
the Black Box Theatre on April 27-29.

Beck Elliot (left) plays James next to
Alyssa Galvez, Charlotte, at BC in the
Black Box Theatre.

JACOB TOVAR I THE RIP

2.

I don't care
Number of votes: 8

Karisma Normandin shows her character Olivia's frustration during a play at BC.
live. .. It's heartbreaking."
There was a short question
and answer session following
the plays where all the actors and
both writers came out to answer
the questions.
"Olivia was hard because she's
falling in love with James;' Normandin said about her character

Olivia, "and yet she's married to
Allen, who's kind of neglecting
her. It got confusing and trying
to figure out when exactly she's
falling in love with James when
Ryan (the director) wanted me to
fall in love with him earlier in the
play, like right at the beginning."
In a private interview, Hernan-

dez said, "It ("Bridges") ends on
an optimistic note I think, that's
what I meant. There's the shock
and the sadness of a young man
taking his life, but there's also
the affirmation at the end with
the homeless man you know,
that we got to stay around and
roll that rock."

Performances are varied at BC
By Misty Severi

Wednesday, May 4, 2016

But the message of the story really was,"just because it's hard
to be the person you want to be,
doesn't mean you shouldn't try
to be them."
Professor Nick Strobel presented a talk about "being
scared of getting lost in the
scale of the universe," explaining that if you look at the Earth
in relation to the rest of the
universe, we're pretty insignificant. However, if you saw the
world through a religious standpoint, we're really important.
Melanie Cohen, a BC student,
gave a talk titled "My Own Little
Piece Of Black History" about
her grandfather Kenny Washington, the first black NFL football player, who broke the color
bar1ier in the NFL when he was
drafted by the LA Rams back in
1946.
Cohen had always heard stories about her grandfather, how
he changed the rules of the game,
and how he broke the color bar-

rier.
She spoke about how when
she was growing up no one knew
who her father was, but she did.
Other performances and talks
included, A1iel Monet's "Pretty,"
a combination of two poems
about the expectations and lines
that are drilled into the head oflittle girls as they grow up "pretty."
Tiffany Karroll spoke about what
life is like raising a child who does
not identify as either male or female, and the importance of using
inclusive language such as "mailperson" instead of "mailman."
Glendy Ardon gave an oral presentation of a poem titled "Welcome to Holland," about having
a child with autism.
The poem talks about how
one's whole life, they imagine
having a child, and the child is
normal, or in the poem, referred
to as "Italy," and they look forward to going to "Italy;' but then
the plane lands in Holland, and
Holland is great in it's own way,

but they never get to "Italy."
There was a former college
speech teacher in the audience
who wished to be anonymous
but said, "I was very impressed
with the quality of these presentations. There were some problems with the technology, but the
speakers adapted well until the
problems were fixed," began the
teacher.
"I could see how thoroughly
prepared and well-rehearsed
everyone was. I expected high
quality from the professors,
and I was not disappointed; I
was very favorably surptised
with the student presentations.
"I have been a professional
speaker in the past, and let me
predict that each of these student~ will have a blight future
in law, business, teaching, or the
communications field of their
choice."
For full video footage of the
talk, visit www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/renegade-talks.

3. Volkswagen
Number of votes: 7

4.

Chevy
Number of votes: 6

5.

Honda
Number of votes: 5

6.

Nissan
Number of votes: 4

7. Toyota
Number of votes: 3

8.

Dodge
Number of votes: 2

Rounding up the spots for
No. 9 and 10 with
one vote each:
Lamborghini, Fiat,
Mitsubishi, Lexis,
Jaguar, and Subaru.
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Pre-law Day opens doors for opportunity
By Sara Lievanos
Reporter
Bakersfield College opened
its Performing Arts Center on
April 29 to hostthe first annual
Pre-Law Day for all students in
Kern County with an interest
in the field of law.
In addition to many BC students, Pre-Law Day also included high school mock trial
and de bate team students from
around Kern County.
To kick off the day, BC president Sonya Christian took to
the stage to welcome the students in attendance, and explained the emphasis of the
pre-law program at BC.
'What we wanted to focus
on was that not all of you will
end up in a law profession, because the path of law is rigorous and it really sharpens your
critical thinking skills and your
writing skills, but those are
leadership skills you can take
any where you want to go, even
if you don't want to become an
attorney," said Christian.
Following Christian's speech,
the Dean of the pre-law program, Emmanuel Mourtzanos,
also welcomed the students
and began the first session of
the day, which focused on the
SOth anniversary of the Miranda decision.
After bringing a volunteer
from the audience on stage to
recite the Miranda Warning,
the audience watched a short
video on the original Supreme
Court case of Miranda v. Arizona.
Mourtzanos then welcomed
attorney Heberto Sala and supervising deputy district attorney for Kern County Michael
Yraceburn to the stage to discuss their career paths and the

effects these rights can have on
different law professions.
From the perspective of a
prosecutor, Yraceburn argued,
"The Miranda rights are okay
because it guarantees a confession that I get to present to the
jurors that is both voluntary
and has sense of truth to it."
Attorney Sala then argued
"that even if Miranda rights are
provided to someone, it doesn't
mean thatthe confession is voluntary, and the circumstances
still have to be looked at to see
if there were other actions the
police did that made the statement involuntary."
Sala also assured all students
that the pre-law program at BC
provides a unique opportunity
for anyone interested in a law
degree because it virtually
ensures that if you follow the
program you will be admitted
to one of six prestigious universities in California.
After the discussion of the
Miranda rights, criminal justice professor Chris Zoller introduced the next session for
the day, which was a panel of
attorneys discussing their personal journeys to the legal profession.
The panel consisted of four
different professionals with
law degrees, including Mi: Sala,
Mr. Yraceburn, Deputy District
Attorney Brandon Stallings,
and Kern County Superior
Judge Steven Katz.
In this panel discussion, the
four men discussed how they
obtained their degrees and
doled out advice to audience
members who also wanted to
eventually earn a law degree.
One piece of advice attorney Stallings stressed was, "for
most people, one of the greatest hindrances in getting a law

Random
Renegade
Every issue, The Rip will be
interviewing a random student at
BC about hopes and goals.
By Misty Severi
Reporter

our body work," she began,
"and not in the 'how does the
door open' kind of way, but
Bakersfield College student like, how someone gets sick,
Elizabeth Black, 22, is plan- and how the body fights back.
ning to become a nurse after And I was interested in how
she graduates from BC.
we all present ourselves, ai1d
"I would like to be a nurse, how we all behave and how
but I'd like to be more spe- the environment affects us,
cialized in cardiology or pe- because I personally grew up
diatrics. I want to be a nurse very sick, and so with being
because I like to take care of very sick growing up, I wantpeople, and I love the science ed to know what my body did
behind it all. Like, I'm really and how I could help myself
intrigued by our bodies, ai1d I by changing my own behaviors."
love to learn
When
about how
the human
asked what
she likes
body takes
this process
about BC,
Black anand mixes
swered "I
it into our
originally
daily lives.
And that's
came
to
nc from
why Tchose
my major
CSUB beas biochemcause
it
was more
istly."
Nursing
JACOB TOVAR /THERIP
affordable,
wasn't al- Elizabeth Black
and
CVeryone is
waysBlack's
plan, but she always knew she here for the same goal. Like,
it doesn't matter what setting
wanted to go into medicine.
"Originally, I had my mind you're in, as long as you have
set on a doctoral degree, like that mindset that you're going
a medical doctor," Black said. to accomplish something that
"But when I had my son who you want, and everyone here
is now 16 months old, and I has that mindset. And so even
realized I wasn'l willing to though we 're a junior college,
give up that time and atten- I love the people around me
tion to that degree. I decided I because they're all very goal
was still ok with just having a oriented."
Black has lived in Bakersbachelors in nursing and practicing as a nurse."
field all her life and isn't
Black had a lot of health looking to change that in the
issues growing up, from ear future.
infections to strep throat, to
"I want to trnnsfer to
appendicitis, and took an in- CSUB. I mean anywhere that
terest in how the human body has a good nursing program
worked, which piqued her in- I'm okay with, but right now
terest in medicine.
my prospect is going back to
"I'm very nosey ai1d I like CSUB for a bachelors it1 nmsto figure out how things like ing."
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On April 29, Bakersfield College pre-law students, as well as many Kem County high school students, chatted with
prospective law schools and local employers who are hiring summer interns.
degree is the issue of student
debt, but there is a lot of information out there on how to
avoid this crippling debt, and it
is important to discuss this issue with your parents."
The third session of the day
was called JD Professionals,
and was also a panel discussion, this time with Judge Louie Vega, attorney Ninca Glover,
attorney Bethany Peak, and
Professor Zoller.
This panel of professionals
focused on the many different

careers students with law degrees can pursue.
One piece of advice Judge
Vega gave was, "There is a
law career for whatever you
have an interest in. One of my
friends wanted to work with
major league baseball and can
do that as a lawyer."
"I have had classmates who
have attended medical school
and now can be involved in
medical research from a legal
perspective. Whatever your interest is, there is a law career

you can pursue."
The last and final portion of
Pre-Law Day was an internship
fair. Students were encouraged
to stop by college booths and
chat with the local employers,
who were looking for summer
interns.
When political science professor and Pre-Law Day organizer Ed Borgens was asked
how he thought the first PreLaw Day went, he said, 'There
were people on the panels
today who provided great in-

formation to students on how
to use a law degree, and that
was shown by our very diverse
panels of professors, attorneys,
non-profit workers."
Borgens also added that he
was very happy that BC has
started reaching out not only
to college students, but to high
school students who he hopes
after attending Pre-Law Day
are feeling connected and better informed on how to take
the next step toward a career
in law.

Chicano culture celebrated on campus
By Crystal Valdez
Features Editor
Bakersfield College's MEChA
hosted Noche de Cultura (Night
of Culture) on April 28 to celebrate culture with students, parents, and faculty.
The event took place in the
Forum-West from 6p.m. to 9p.m.
At the stait of the celebration,
the room was packed with parents eager to watch their children
perfmm karate, which was part
of the program. After the karate
show, the room was almost empty. Only five people remained to
watch the next act.
That did not discourage
MEChA however, and the night
went on.
After the karate show, BC
Chicano history professor Rosa
Garza gave a brief PowerPoint
presentation about the very beginning of Chicano history. Afterward, soon-to-be MEChA
vice president Emmanuel Limaco, 30, gave a presentation
about the Inca culture of Peru.
He also shared his story about
how he was brought to the United States.
"My mom actually was nine
months pregnanl with me when
she decided to come here from
I jma, Peru, where she grew up
all her life. Her reasons for coming here were that she didn 't
wai1t me to grow up with the dif-

ficult life she had living in Peru.
She wanted to give me more oppo1tunities," said Limaco.
He went on to say that on Aug.
3, 1985, his mother made it to
lhe Mexican-American border,
but was caught. His mom was
placed in jail for the night.
Limaco told the audience, "She
was released August 4th. Less
than six hours later she staited
having bitth pains, and less than
24 hours later, I was born."
He went on lo talk about his
struggle with gang life in Los
Angeles. Just recently, he decided to start school at BC.
"I can honestly say that if it
hadn't been for the amount of
support my mom showed me,
and if it hadn 't been for her persistence, I wouldn't be here."
After his introduction, his Inca
presentation began.
Noche de Cultura then took a
brief intermission. Afterward, the
auditmium was again full with
parents now waiting to watch
their children perform Mexican
folklore dances. Escuelas Unidas was invited by MEChA to
pe1fonn dances from vaiious regions of Mexico, from Guerrero
to Sonora.
Children and young adults of
all ages entered wearing colorful and cultural attire, ready to
dance to songs such as "Vuela
Paloma" and "La Iguana." This
attracted more BC students to

CRYSTAL VALDE'L /THE R!P

Child performers ofEscuelas Unidas dance to "La
Iguana," a folk song of Guerrero. The boy laying on the
ground is dancing like an iguana chasing after his partner.
view the show.
When the dancers finished,
Limaco and current MEChA
vice president Tania Bernal, 24,
gave a brief history of MEChA,
as well as thai1k you speeches to
the audience.
"We promote higher education
and history of our own culture so
we can preserve it and not lose
where we came from," said Bernal.
Limaco then said, "While I am
not too fainiliai· with the history
of the MEChA organization in
community colleges, one thing
lhat I ain familiar with is the idea
of a movement."
He went on to say, "From

where I come from, being involved in something that's greater than myself is not something
that is highly promoted... For
me, being a part of MEChA is
more thai1 getting out there ai1d
telling people who we are. It's
about being part of something
lhat is greater than ourselves. . .
I want to thank everybody from
the bottom of my heart for being
here and for supporting us, and
for learning a little bit about our
cultm·es."
The night ended with an Aztec dance performance in which
dai1cers performed ancient dances of the people from what is
now known as Mexico.

Internship program accepts elite Renegades
By Chris Miller

Reporter
Two students from Bakersfield
College will be visiting Washington D. C. this summer, after
recently being accepted into the
prestigious Kevin McCarthy Internship program. Raquel Vega,
tl1e SGA Public Relations Manager, and Clayton Fowler, tl1e
President of SGA, were the two
studenls who were accepted inlo
the program.
The Kevin McCarthy Internship program is an eight-week
internship in which the students
will initially spend two weeks at
the 23rd District Office here in
Bakersfield, and the remaining
six weeks of the internship in
Washington D.C. While in D.C.,
they will be researching legisla-

tion, developing public policy,
giving tours of the Capitol, and
even observing Ute legislative
process firsthand by attending
committee meetings, hearings,
and a variety of lecture series.
Fowler applied for the internship back in January. He said
that the people in charge of the
program took his academic,
co-curricular, and conununily
involvement into consideration
before accepting him into the internship.
"I had my eye on this internship for quite some time, and I
wanted to apply when the time
seemed right," he said.
Vega applied in February and
also had her academic, co-curricular, and community involvement taken into consideration
before she was accepted into the

internship. "I knew a few people
that had done the internship a
few years ago and afler hearing
their experiences, I wanted to apply," she said.
When asked how he felt about
being accepted into such a prestigious program, Fowler said, "I
an1 very excited. I am someone
who loves to study history and
governmenl, so iL is a great opportunity to work in the governmental process, as well [as] to
be in a city as historically rich as
Washington D. C."
Vega is also veiy excited for
hertripto D.C. "I am super excited as well. I have been to Washinglon D.C. twice before, and I
am looking fonvard to taking
advantage of this great opportunity and exploring tl1e beautiful
city for the duration I am there,"

she said. She is also looking forward to the trip because she and
Fowler will be spending U1e 4U1
of July in Washington D.C., and
is very excited to check that experience off of her "bucket list."
Any student is welcome to apply for this summer internship as
long as they are enrolled in college and have at least a 3 .0 grade
point average.
It's preferred that students
who apply live in the 23rd District, but it is completely open to
all students who meet the minimum requit·e ments. There are
fall, winter, and spring internships availab le as well.
For information on how to apply for the internship, or how to
get involved with the BCSGA,
contact Raquel Vega at bcsgapubrcl@bakcrsfieldcollcgc.edu
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Hall Ambulance, BC work hand in hand
By Felicity Tomisaka

Reporter
Hall Ambulance gives recommendations to Bakersfield College students wanting to pursue a
career in the emergency medical
field. Hall has a long working relationship with BC, and the college provides Hall Ambulance
with a regular supply of BC applicants.
Hall strongly recommends
that future EMTs attend their
Hall EMT Academy.
Mark Comm, director of Media Services, said, "It's good for
those who want to start on their
careers in the medical field."
Prospective EMTs have to
be 20 years or older. Hall Ambulance recmits receive paid
training for the six weeks they
are learning to become an HMT.
Once the training is done, EMTs
begin field training. When that's
completed, EMTs are able to
work on an ambulance. Applicants must also have a good
driving record with no DUis,
be dmg-free, and clear a federal
background investigation. As an
alternate path, BC offers an independent course for EMis.
Kevin Newsome, EMT in the
paramedic program here at BC,
said, "Taking basic math and science courses can help you as you
start to go deeper into the medical field."
After applicants complete the
EMT criteria, they are eligible to
receive an achievement "where
you receive a certificate upon
completion. Then you would test
for the National Registry. After that you would apply for the
county and state," said Myron
Smith, BC alumnus and EMT
supervisor at Hall Academy.

After being an EMT, anyone
wanting to progress in the medical field has two options. Once
an EMI has worked for a while
and would like to progress, there
are two options available. Smith
said, "You can complete the
course, get your certificate upon
completion then apply to the
National Regislly. From there,
you decide what state to apply
for unless you stay in California,
which they just accept the National Registry."
The second option is for the
EMT to complete general education and earn an associate 's
degree in paramedic medicine.
In Smith's opinion, it is better to
be a well-rounded student in the
long mn, but for hiling purposes,
EMTs need to have the paramedic card they will receive from the
National Registry.
Prospective EMTs participating in the paramedic program at
BC are expected to fulfill these
requirements.
Newsome said, "The paramedic program is 2-3 nights a
week with a clinic portion where
you have hospital hours. It also
prepares you for the National
Registry."
The basic information requil·ed
for anyone taking on a career in
the medical field is primary assessment, where they learn how
to treat life-threatening injuries,
emergency breathing and airway
maintenance, and circulation.
Rafael Gomez, another EMT
in the paramedic program, said,
" It's quick. You have to be able
to multitask, not just focus on
one thing."
Smith said, "We train them
in a systematic manner so that
they do the same thing every
time. That way, you're not trying

to think aboul whal needs to be
done opposed to doing it.
"When we run simulated
scenes there are procedures that
we drill into them. For instance,
from the minute you step onto
the scene, you are assessing it.
Seeing if people are up and alert
if so you ask them to move from
the scene. If people are down you
are taking note of recourses you
are going to need. If the scene is
clean you'll hear them yell scene
is safe."
If one wants to work within
the medical field , but doesn't
want so much excitement, they
can pursue dispatching.
Edward Cordova, lead dispatcher for Hall Ambulance,
said, "I've been a dispatcher for
15 years. We rotate eve1y four
hours, where they handle about
100,000 calls per year. 99% of
what we do is electronic." After
completing the three months of
dispatch training, dispatchers are
put on six months probation.
Another route is scheduling. Heather Lee, supervisor of
scheduling, said, 'There is just
something you love to do and
working with people is one of
them."
After going through the EMT
program for three years, she decided to apply for the paramedic
program and did that for six
years until she made the decision
to apply for her recent position,
supervisor of scheduling, where
she finds people to replace others
on their work shift.
Lee tries to make it more fun
by saying, "I got you tickets to
that concert you wanted lo go
to." Lee says that she usually
has the hardest time finding people to cover stand-bys. "Those
are the track meets and football
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Hall EMTs Rafael Gomez and Kevin Newsome show off a special edition ambulance.
games, but they're always there,
and there is nothing that we don't
miss."
Another career in the emergency medical field is flight paramedic. Nathan Kennedy took a
unique path as a I tall Ambulance
Explorer and was hooked after
two ride-alongs. From there, he
earned his paramedic license
from BC, but wanted to branch
out even more in the emergency
medical field by becoming a
flight paramedic.

On top of the required courses
required it takes to become a
paramedic, Kennedy also had
to take specialized courses, and
there is a weight and height requirement that pilots weigh no
more than 240 pounds and be no
taller than 6 feet 4 inches.
Kennedy said, "Just working with people, you're there
for them on what's potentially
their worst day that they have
ever had. You're helping them
out, and there's a lot of satisfac-

tion that you were able to make
a difference, even if it was just a
smile."
It was this feeling that empowered Kenedy to progress through
the medical field.
Newsome also said. " Iiven
from the student's side, it's a
comfortable feeling, because you
stait to meet some of the saine
people, and you start to talk the
same information. It just makes
you more knowledgeable about
the EMS system as a whole."

KIT FOX: Process of removal questioned, defended by various sources
Continued from Page 1

Davis stated he approached
the college administration and
received positive feedback.
"I was a forestry major in college, initially, and I understand
a lot of this stuff," said Davis.
"I am also an ag1icultural pest
control adviser state licensed by
California for pest conrol. I am a
licensed guy."
Davis researched what could
be done to the kit foxes for approximately one year because in
addition to beautification of Memorial Stadium, he was worried
about any liability that the school
might face due to the kit foxes.
''Everybody knows what a
17-18-year-old kid is going to do
if he has a kit fox cornered. He
is going to try to grab it and that
thing is going to cat on his arm
like corn on the cob . . . somebody is going to run one of them
little things over and who is going to pay the $30,000-$40,000
for killing a kit fox? Even if it
was 311 accident, they are going
to fine you," said Davis.
Terry Palmisano, environmental program manager who supervises all of the Wildlife and Lands
fonctions for the Central Region
for California Department Fish
and Wildlife, addressed Davis'
concern about liability issues
with kit foxes.
She stated that "her legal staff
would say wildlife are not instruments of the state. We cannot
control them just like a bear coming out of the woods. Our agency
is not responsible for what wildlife does, aI1d I thir1k: the schools
and other districts could make
that argument."
Further, she has worked at
Fish and Wildlife for quite some
time, and she couldn't think of
any incident where a kit fox has
created an issue in the terms of a
humaI1-kit fox interaction.
Palmisano finished with, "Enjoy looking at it, but stay clear
aitd don't feed it."
Davis stated he worked with
state, federal and county wild
animal control, and Craig Rouse
(then manager of Facilities,
Mainte11311ce, and Operations at
Bakersfield College) to get oneway traps, which he compared to
a one-way door, which were put
in front of the kit fox dens.
The traps were put in place for
seven days "to make sure after
pupping season that everyone is
out and then you fill that den with
cement which is exactly what we
did. We moved every one of the
kit foxes out of pupping season,
out of the area, gone," said Da-

vis. "So we did it, the one-way
door. We cemented the holes,
followed the rules with the permission of the state, fed, and the
county agencies."
"They've gone to other places.
They've gone to neighborhoods.
You know they are scavengers;
they can go aI1ywhere. All they're
doing is eating u·ash;' stated Davis.
The removal of the kit foxes
began in early 2015, as sources
to The Rip observed equipment
left out of place, such as a blue
spray applied to vegetation on
the hillside and kit fox dens being collapsed and cemented occurring in Febmary.
Further, an additional source
who was party to the removal of
the kit foxes and who would only
speak to The Rip if his/her name
would not be released, helped
shed light as to what occurred
inside Memorial Stadium.
I•acilities, Maintenance and
Operations staff had meetings, in
which Rouse, Davis and current
Facilities, Maintenance and Operations manager Don Birdwell
discussed different methods to
remove the kit foxes from Memorial Stadium.
The overall atmosphere from
administration down to staff was
that of no compassion or concern
towaI·d the kit foxes, stated the
source. Rouse even confirmed to
staff that Culpepper was aware of
and approved the project plans,
the source said.
According to the source, the
excluder traps that were placed
on the dens were modified so
that once a kit fox entered the
trap it would not be able to exit.
Staff was directed to check the
traps two to three times per day
during their work shift.
When staff questioned the actions being taken, Rouse and
Birdwell would tell them that
they were following the biologist recommendations. But the
source never saw a biologist onsite while this was occurring.
The source stated that stadium
complex manager Patrick Harrison was the person directed to
cement in the dens. Harrison
was told to come in after hours
to complete his task. It was unknown if he acted alone, or if
employees from Davis' company
assisted, as the source did not
know of any other Bakersfield
College staff being present.
The Rip has submitted a public records request to the Kern
Community College Dis11·ict on
April 18, 2016, and the requested Facilities, Maintenance and

Operations work schedules 311d
time cards, have not been made
available.
Additional}y, the source is
aware of at least three dead kit
foxes being located in or near
Memorial Stadium. It is unknown where the carcasses were
disposed.
The source is fearful that kit
foxes were buried alive, as he/
she is positive that no one took
time to verify if the den was
empty at the time they filled it
with cement.
In July 2015, Rouse left his
position at Bakersfield College
and was hired by the Rocklin
School District. in Rocklin near
Sacramento. According to Culpepper, Rouse left Bakersfield
College due to a family-related
issue, but it is known to The Rip
that his wife is still employed by
BC and his son still attends BC.
Numerous requests for interviews have been sent to Rouse
and he has declined them all.
Following Rouse's departure from Bakersfield College,
Culpepper became directly involved oversccmg Facilities,
Mainte11311ce and Operations,
and remained direclty involved
until August 2015. Birdwell was
subsequently named to replace
Rouse as manager.
On July 27, 2015, Culpepper submitted a report titled,
"The Kit Fox: A Report on the
Exclusion Plan for Kit Foxes in
the Memorial Stadium Area at
Bakersfield College," to KCCD
chancellor Sandra Serrano.
In the report, Culpepper states
that BC staff are workil1g closely
with wildlife biologist Vicky
Monroe, who not only provided an exclusion plan, but also
monitored BC staff in setting up
the excluder cages. The report
makes no mention of the altering
of the cages, nor the collapsing
and cementing of the dens, that
took place inside the stadium.
Additionally, when interviewed for this story on April
13, 2016, Culpepper specifically
stated, 'To my knowledge, I am
not aware of any kit foxes being
moved or forced off the hills. I
am not aware of 311y complaints
about the kit foxes from anyone."
On July 27, 2016, executive vice president of BC, Nan
Gomez-Ileitzeberg, responded
to an email from Bill Kelly, an
agricultural teacher at BC. She
was responding to his concerns
about what is occurring to the kit
fox dens in Memorial Stadium.
Culpepper is mentioned to have

already begun to investigate the
situation and to identify the steps
that have been taken to date.
On Aug. 10, 2015, Monroe
who had been trying to reach
Pacilities, Maintenance and Operations staff, emailed the depaitment, in which she clearly stated
that no California Depaitment
Fish and Wildlife Clearance Report is pending or planned.
She stated that she has only
been on campus twice; once in
August 2014 and again in November 2014. She was shown
several den sites, she provided
species information and general
co-existence/conflict/management information, and extended
ai1 invitation for future on-cainpus "Keep Me Wild" public
meetings.
Monroe additionally recommended in her email that BC
should hire 311 independent,
qualified wildlife biologist before any project move forward.
On Sept. 3, 2015, chancellor
Serrano emailed BC president
Sonya Ch1istian, directing "BC
to refrain from taking or initiating any further actions regarding
the kit foxes or kit fox dens until
Mr. Burke and Mr. Hine agree
that it is proper to go forward
with those actions."
This occurred at the time Davis 311d Birdwell were prepared
to apply the mulch. "At the last
minute, after we have permission
from state, fed and county to do
it Sandra Serrano says don't do
that," said Davis.
Davis said that in his first
three years working on projects
at BC, they Uied to do everything
through Serrano and couldn't do
anything.
Davis questioned Serrai10's
motives for putting a halt to the
project, stating that the mulch
was all the right things for all
the right reasons, but they still
couldn't proceed because of the
kit foxes. Serrano's position was
"You will get in trouble with the
kil foxes. No you won't get in
trouble because we already have
permission from state, fed and
county," said Davis. Davis stated
that even after knowing all the
facts, Senai10 still put a "cease
and desist" on it, after he and
Rouse did so much work on it.
Following the "cease aitd desist," Davis stated "Why did we
do all this? It took two years. We
set up a tent up there at the north
end right under that BC thing and
had the county agent come out.
We explained the whole thing to
her at the end of the day. I am telling lhis gal, who is a really sharp

gal ... one of them kit foxes 31·e
going to eat one of these kids up
or someone is going to kill one
with their car."
Davis refused to name the
"county agent," because she
somehow got in trouble following the events that happened at
BC.
"There was a cease and desist written and everybody from
state, federal and county got in
trouble. They all got in trouble
for doing something that is common sense;' said Davis.
According to Tom Burke, chief
financial officer of the KCCD,
"(Serrano) had received an inquiry from a faculty/staff person
about what was happening. That
was the reason she did that, and
in order to have legal counsel
provide guidance (and) to verify
BC was following regulatory
protocols 311d requirements for
what they were doing in Memorial Stadium."
Burke later informed The Rip
that the inquiry came in the form
of an email. Burke spoke on behalf of district administration because Serrano was out of town.
On July 24, 2015, Waiing Laurendine, an independent wildlife
biologist from McCormick Biological Inc., conducted a survey
of the hillsides in Memorial Stadimn. This is the fast biological
survey that there is record of.
Laurendine report<; evidence of
kit foxes in certain areas of the
stadium, noted large rocks blocking several burrow entrances,
and there was evidence of a den
having been filled with concrete
sluny.
Following this report, the
mulch was left untouched in the
student pai·king lot aI1d no additional work appeared to be done
on the hillside in Memorial Stadium. During this time, Davis
stated he received notification
from Culpepper, giving him assurance that his mulch was going
to be placed.
On Oct. 9, 20 15, Laurendine
filed a second report with BC
and requested BC forward that
report to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. Laurendil1e reported that he observed
three active dens located around
the HC logo on the hillside. He
recommended a 100-foot buITer
between mulch and the dens.
Dming winter break, December 2015, the mulch was applied
to portions of the hillsides in
Memorial Stadium. The 100foot buffer appears to have been
respected and there is still a large
portion of mulch in the student

p31·king lot.
According to sources within
several departments at HC, following the publication of the
April 6 stories, Culpepper directed all staff not to talk about
the kit fox situation and to have
all questions referred to him directly.
A source stated, "(Birdwell)
had a closed-door meeting with
all (Facilities, Maintenance, aitd
Operations) staff, during which
they were told that Culpepper
would be making a statement
regarding what happened with
the kit foxes, 311d they were told
(not) to say anything about what
was going on." Hirdwell 's demeanor was characterized as intimidating.
During a follow-up interview with Culpepper on April
28, 2016, he stated, "I haven 't
personally seen the cement out
there. The information that I was
told from you and others is that
there was cement placed in one
of the holes that were out there.
That 's the only information I
know."
It was requested that Culpepper make Birdwell, HaiTison,
athletic director Sandi Taylor,
and others available for interview, to which he responded, "I
want to make sure that there is a
singul31· source of infonnation.
It's important, that you don't get
different information or confusing information."
Culpepper stated that Rouse
was the person from BC who
spoke to and worked with Monroe, and that Rouse was the person in ch31·ge of the project up
until he left BC. "When Craig
left, I took responsibility for facilities. When you say project
and you're saying down to the
minute issue of the kit foxes project, I shared with you already all
that information and all that was

uue."
BC president Christian and
executive vice president GomezHeitzeberg acknowledged The
Rip's interview request. Christian referred The Rip to Culpepper, and upon a second request
didn't respond back to schedule
311 inte1view.
Gomez-Heitzeberg was out of
town when an interview request
was made, she acknowledged
the interview request, but an interview wasn't scheduled with
her before the deadline for this
story.
HaI1ison, Taylor, sp01t s il1formation director Francis Mayer,
Birdwell and others all referred
The Rip lo Culpepper.
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Fish and Wildlife gives kit fox information
By Joe Bergman

Photo & Sports Editor
As part of The Renegade Rip's ongoing irwestigation into the removal of kit
foxes from Memorial Stadium, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
was contacted, and provided legal and
regulatory information regarding the
protection of kit foxes.
During this contact with Fish and
Wildlife, it was learned that Bakersfield
College is subject to an active investigation, initiated following The Rip's April
6 story, in which sources who asked not
to be named and an expert on kit foxes
questioned the removal methods used
by Maintenance, Facilities, and Operations.
The San Joaquin kit fox is protected
by both the federal Endangered Species
Protection Act, and by the state Fish and
Game Code. Additionally, U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service has established the
Standardized Recommendations for the
Protection of the San Joaquin kit fox
Prior To or During Ground Disturbance,
which was released in June 1999.
"[It] walks project proponents through
the steps that they need to take prior to
doing any kind of construction activity,
on their property, when they are in a kit
fox habitat;' said Anne Ferranti, environmental program manager, with California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
The first thing required is that the
project proponent engages the services
of a qualified wildlife biologist, who
would conduct pre-construction and
pre-activity surveys. These surveys must
take place no less than 14 days, but no
more than 30 days prior to any ground
disturbance.
"If the surveys identify any kit fox
habitat features, (the biologist) will be
consulting with U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service and submitting reports to U.S.
Fish and Wildlife service and to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
within five days of concluding those
surveys," said Ferranti.
Ferranti could not comment as to any
reports being filed on behalf of Bakersfield College due to the ongoing investigation.
Continuing with the Standardized
Recommendations, the next step in the
process is to determine if an Incidental
Take Permit is needed. If an Incidental
Take Permit is needed, the project proponent must apply with both U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
"Permits are issued for a whole host
of projects ... from renewable energy,
to residential development, for just operations and maintenance, for oil fields,
you just name it;' said Ferranti. "They
just have to come in the door, they have

to basically apply."
If the project proponent has decided
that an Incidental Take Permit is not going to be needed, they must then follow
avoidance recommendation, as outlined
in the Standardized Recommendation.
"Avoidance from potential, known
and natal pupping dens, those are three
different categories, once those dens are
found on site, it recommends that we
are contacted as is the service;' said Ferranti. "Generally for a potential den, the
project needs to stay 50 feet away from
it, from a known den, it's 100 feet away,
and for a natal den or an occupied den of
any kind, we have to be contacted!'
Ferranti continued, "Any qualified biologist, and by qualified [what is meant]
is someone who had knowledge, and
work experience with the species, and
understands the ecology of the species,
and understands these Standardized
Recommendations are out there, and

Kit Fox
Investigation Timeline
Summer 2014:
Ed Davis, a BC community alum, informs
Craig Rouse, then manager of Facilities,
Maintenance, and Operations, that kit foxes
dwell In the hill area inside Memorial Stadium. BC has plans for stadium beautification,
which includes ground renovation Involving wood chips (mulch) spread on the side
of the hills "to control for weeds and other
vegetation concerns." It is determined that
M&O needs to study If kit foxes should be
removed from the hillside. (Obtained from "A
Report on the Exclusion Plan for Kit Foxes
in the Memorial Stadium Area at Bakersfield
College, " prepared by Anthony Culpepper)
August 14, 2014:
A meeting takes place between Department
of Fish and Wildlife warden Levi Shaw, Davis, Rouse, athletic director Sandi Taylor, and
stadium complex manager Patrick Harrison
to determine how to protect kit foxes during
an exclusion plan. Shaw recommends biologist Vicky Monroe to survey the area and provide a recommendation. (Obtained from "A
Report on the Exclusion Plan for Kit Foxes
in the Memorial Stadium Area at Bakersfield
College," prepared by Anthony Culpepper)
August 27, 2014:
In an email from Rouse to Culpepper,
Rouse writes, "we had a kit fox meeting on
(above date) with the Department of Fish
and Game. Vicky from Fish and Game will
be heading the effort for BC to have the kit
foxes at the Memorial Stadium removed. "
(Obtained from "A Report on the Exclusion
Plan for Kit Foxes in the Memorial Stadium
Area at Bakersfield College," prepared by
Anthony Culpepper)
August 29, 2014:
In an email from Rouse to Culpepper,
Rouse writes, "if they (kit foxes) grow in
numbers, this could lead to shutting down
the stadium." (Obtained from "A Report on
the Exclusion Plan for Kit Foxes in the Memorial Stadium Area at Bakersfield College, "
prepared by Anthony Culpepper)
Early 2015*:
Monroe recommended that an "exclusion
plan would be best to leave the foxes unharmed. " The exclusion plan involves using
an excluder cage, which allows a kit fox to
exit but not re -enter the cage. BC staff set
up the cages, "it should be understood" that
at no time was there any physical contact
with the foxes. Activity of kit foxes in the hill
ceased. (Obtained from "A Report on the
Exclusion Plan for Kit Foxes in the Memorial
Stadium Area at Bakersfield College, " prepared by Anthony Culpepper) *Date approximated, based on sources.
February 2015:
Sources notice activity they consider to
be out of the ordinary on the hillside. A blue
spray appeared to have been used on the vegetation, and kit fox dens had been collapsed
and filled in with cement. The sources notice
that any work on the hillside appears to be
done at night, and equipment for such work
Is found In various areas that weren't there
the day before. The Endangered Species Act
forbids disturbing kit fox habitats between
January and July, which is breeding,1:>irthing
season. (Obtained from witness statements,
independently verified by The Rip.)
July 16, 2015:
In an email from BC sports information
director Francis Mayer to Facilities, Maintenance, and Operations, and to Taylor, it is
mentioned that after the meeting between
Mayer and federal and state Department of
Fish and Wildlife officers, the Fish and Wildlife officer reminded BC that "any interference
can result in a violation. They recommended
consulting a third party biologist before altering or amendment of that landscape with
woodchips." The federal agent, Thomas
Leeman, said, "it is very possible" thatthe kit
foxes could stay where they are in harmonious co-existence. (Obtained from "A Report
on the Exclusion Plan for Kit Foxes in the Memorial Stadium Area at Bakersfield College,"
prepared by Anthony Culpepper)
July 24, 2015:
Waring Laurendine from McCormick Biological Inc. conducted a survey of the area
in Memorial Stadium. His report, flied July
30, 2015, to Taylor of the Athletic Department,
shows evidence of kit foxes in certain areas
of the stadium. Additionally, the report noted
large rocks blocking several burrow entrances, and there was evidence of a den having
been filled with concrete slurry. (Obtained
from McCormick Biological report)
July 2015:
Vicky Monroe, the biologist recommended

as the first consultant a year ago, calls BC
Facilities, Maintenance, and Operations and
leaves a message. She is contacted in an
email from BC that states, "looking forward
to any information you can provide to help
get us back on track." (Obtained by public
records request)
July 2015:
Rouse resigns from Bakersfield College,
Don Birdwell becomes manager of Facilities,
Maintenance and Operations. (Verified by
The Rip)
July 27, 2015:
"The Kit Fox: A Report on the Exclusion
Plan for Kit Foxes in the Memorial Stadium
Area at Bakersfield College, " prepared by
Anthony Culpepper. Presented to chancellor
Sandra Serrano. ( obtained by public records
request)
August 10, 2015:
An email from Monroe is forwarded from
Facilities, Maintenance, and Operations to
Culpepper. The email states that no "clearance report" from the state Department of
Fish and Wildlife is pending or planned. Monroe mentions that brief site-visit meetings
were held in August and November 2014.
Monroe stated at the time no "clearance report" was requested and no further guidance
was sought by BC. She suggested that BC
contact an independent wildlife biologist to
assess the site conditions. (Obtained by
public records request)
September 3, 2015:
KCCD chancellor Sandra Serrano sends
an email to BC president Sonya Christian.
That email is forwarded by Christian to Culpepper, BC's other two vice presidents, and
Taylor. The email states, in part, "Bakersfield College is directed to refrain from taking or initiating any further actions regarding
the kit foxes or kit fox dens until Mr. Burke
and Mr. Hne agree that is (sic) proper to
go forward with those actions. " The email
also mentioned that district general counsel
has requested a legal opinion from outside
counsel. The legal opinion was expected to
be received by the first week of September.
(Obtained by public records request)
October 9, 2015:
Laurendine flies another report, this time
with Culpepper. He mentions that another
survey was taken on October 6, 2015 at the
request of the state Department of Fish and
Wildlife. The report stated that most of the
site was free of dens and burrows, except
for three active den entrances at the BC concrete insignia on the hillside. Laurendine
recommends a 100-foot buffer should be
established around each den entrance and
around the entire complex, and that mulch
should be distributed up to the buffer limit.
The company recommended that BC contact
the state Department of Fish and Wildlife for
permission to encroach into the buffer. (Obtained from public records request)
July-November 2015:
The hillside doesn't appear to be touched
and the mulch, which was delivered to BC in
August 2015 and placed In a student parking
lot south of the stadium, hasn't been put in.
(Verified by The Rip)
November 2015:
Birdwell states in a story in The Rip that
the mulch couldn't be placed because of the
kit foxes residing there. He said the "problem
has been resolved," and the mulch would be
placed during winter break. (Appeared in
The Rip)
December 28, 2015 through January 5, 2016:
An invoice sent to Bakersfield College
shows that McCormick Biological Inc. oversaw the spreading of mulch on one-third of
the hillside in Memorial Stadium at the cost
of $4,325.30. The rest of the mulch remains
in the student parking lot. Mulch has since
been spread in areas around the aquatic center. (Obtained by public records request)
March 2016:
The sources who noticed the activity on the
hillside in February 2015, provide interviews
to the Rip. Birdwell remains in his position,
and William Potter is named the director of
Facilities, Maintenance, and Operations.
April 6, 2016:
The Rip publishes two stories on the kit
fox issue, including one with Brian Cypher of
the Endangered Species Recovery Program
criticizing BC for its handling of the situation.
One of Cypher' s major areas is the study of
kit foxes. Other sources provided The Rip
with information that shows BC violated the
Endangered Species Act, but that informa-

tion Is left out of the main story, as sources
didn't want to go on record and in an effort
by The Rip to confirm that Information. Story
online at www.therip.com and on Rip newspaper racks on campus.
April 11, 2016:
PETA contacts The Rip and says that BC
needed to get state and federal permits to
conduct this type of work.
April 13, 2016:
Culpepper, in an interview, said, "we were
in direct contact with the fish and game, wildlife and the expert biologist that they recommended, so if permits were required, they
would have informed us of that." (The Rip
has verified that no biologist was present or
involved until BC brought in McCormick Biological.)
In the same interview, Culpepper stated,
"the cement being poured into the den was
something that was done when Craig Rouse
was here, that conversation that took place
then, I don't know if it was by direct communication from the biologist or not." (The Rip
has verified that no biologist was present or
involved until BC brought in McCormick Biological.)
April 19, 2016:
A source who wished to remain anonymous contacts The Rip and says much of
the work was done at night, hardly any of the
recommendations were followed, and that
work was done during the breeding/birthing
period. Known kit fox dens were ftlled with
cement slurry without any verification that
the dens were unoccupied. The source mentions that Rouse and Birdwell are the ones
who allowed the work to take place, even if
it might violate federal law. Excluder cages
were modified, not allowing kit foxes to exit,
and three dead kit foxes were located in or
near the stadium. (Read the story in this issue of The Rip)
April 20, 2016:
The Rip publishes a story from the interview with Culpepper. Story online at www.
therip.com and on Rip newspaper racks.
April 21, 2016:
Ed Davis, the BC alum, meets with The
Rip's Joe Bergman, and asked why he wasn't
mentioned in the April 6 kit fox story. He says
that the idea for the mulch on the hillsides
was his, and he stated kit foxes needed to
be removed for safety reasons, and that they
could be a liability to the school. "I started
it. .. I know the whole thing, because I did it
all," he said. Davis said he felt confident the
work on the hillside was carried out within
proper guidelines. (Read the story in this issue of The Rip)
April 22, 2016:
Davis calls Bergman and ask him if he
can read the story before it is published. It
is explained to Davis that is not the policy,
and the answer Is no. Davis then tells Bergman that if puts him in a negative light, then
he doesn't want comments he made in the
interview used. Davis is told that he voluntarily provided the information, and any pertinent comments he made could be used in
the story. Davis reiterated that if the story, in
his opinion, was negative, he would be calling his lawyer and contacting the journalism
professor at BC. (Read the story in this issue
of The Rip)
April 27, 2016:
Anne Ferranti, environmental program
manager, advises The Rip that there is an
active investigation into what transpired at
BC. Additionally, Ferranti explains in detail
the necessary steps that must be taken when
dealing with kit foxes. (Read the story In this
issue of The Rip)
April 28, 2016:
Culpepper was interviewed again. A complete transcript of this interview will be available on www.therip.com, accompanying the
story in this issue of The Rip. He says that
he and Birdwell have "no knowledge" of any
wrongdoing stated by the source regarding
the work done to remove kit foxes.
April 29, 2016:
With KCCD chancellor Sandra Serrano out
of town, The Rip was referred to BC ftnanclal
director Tom Burke, who stated the chancellor stopped all work occurring at BC relating
to the kit foxes, because of a concerned staff
member contacted her, expressing concern
about what was occurring to the kit foxes.
(Read the story in this issue of The Rip)
-- Compiled by Joe Bergman

what they need to do to be in compliance with those, that qualified biologist
would know, and would contact the department, and would be able to follow
these."
California Department of Fish and
Wildlife offers pre-consultations for
property owners who are not sure if
there are any protected species or not on
their property, and will come out at no
cost to the property owner and advise
them the appropriate steps that must be
taken.
If someone feels they are witnessing something that they want to bring
to the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife's attention, they have a
secret witness program, an anonymous
line to report poachers, polluters, and
other issues related to the state's natural resources, including threatening endangered species, and that number is
1-888-334-CalTip or 1-888-334-3258.

Letters to the Editor
Campus community speaks on kit foxes
Editor:
In The Rip articles by Joe
Bergman concerning the controversy surrounding the removal
of the endangered and federally
protected kit foxes at Memorial
Stadium - removal that has warranted an irwestigation by California Fish and Wildlife -- the
alleged purpose for removing
the foxes seems to focus on the
"beautification" of the stadium.
Confucius famously said:
"Everything has its beauty but
not everyone sees it." For many
decades, the kit foxes have lived
in the Memorial Stadium area,
bringing delight, first-hand
knowledge and observation of
our endangered animal neighbors, and yes, beauty, to the BC
campus.
College campuses around the
country celebrate the native animals that count the campus their
home, and embrace them as unofficial mascots. Black squirrels
abound at Kent State, moose
wander the Dartmouth campus,
a 15-year-old tabby cat oversees classes at a high school in
Maine, and I am told, there is a
very special rooster who visits

classrooms on the CSUB campus; both the student body and
community welcome the presence of these natural neighbors.
They are featured and celebrated
on official websites and bring a
sense of relationship and connection between people and the
animal's native to the area.
What a discredit to our students and campus community
that those in charge of the "beautification" of Memorial Stadium
did not choose to see the beauty
of the foxes; the decades of delight they have brought to stadium visitors, Renegade fans,
the comm unity, and generations
of students, as well as the important role they play in the diverse and unique ecosystem of
the San Joaquin Valley. Instead
of considering them pests, why
not embrace their presence, celebrate their unique status to only
our area, and adopt them as the
unofficial BC mascot?
Now, that is a beautiful story
for everyone to see.
Dr. Rae Ann Kumelos
Professor of English
Bakersfield C allege

Editor:
I am writing in response to the
kit fox articles published in your
April 6 and April 20 editions.
According to your April 6 article by Joe Bergman, Dr. Anthony Culpepper acknowledged that
Bakersfield College did not apply, or receive, any permits and
also stated that he was not aware
of any permits that were necessary. After a simple search on the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services
website, I was able to not only
find out when and what permits are available and necessary
but also how to apply for them.
Had the directors taken any time
to do their due diligence, they
would have just as easily found
the same information that I did.
They also had the ability to contact the Erwironmental Species
Recovery offices for guidance or
support, which they didn't.
The Endangered Species Act
also specifically states that it
is forbidden to disturb kit fox
habitats between January and
June, as it is their breeding season. According to sources, the
cementing of the dens occurred

during this period. This is clear
evidence of the negligence and
disobedience of the Endangered
Species Act.
Furthermore, if nothing else,
these kit foxes have made their
home in Memorial Stadium for
over 15 years. They are the unofficial, beloved mascots of our
education community. The beautification of our facilities could
have been accomplished in a cohesive manner to providing sanctuary to these helpless creatures.
I sincerely hope the Renegade
Rip continues to investigate this
matter and keep its readers informed. I also strongly urge my
fellow readers to get involved in
this matter and make BC aware
that we do not condone these
actions and call for a change in
the handling of the kit foxes. We
need to address the damage already done to these animals, find
a way to reintegrate a hospitable
habitat for them into the stadium,
and have a policy to ensure their
survival for the future.
Michaela Acton
BC nursing major

Editor:
I am writing this email to provide more information about
kit foxes and my own thoughts
about how kit foxes make a difference on campus.
In San Joaquin, kit foxes
were once a thriving species in
the1930s, making their home in
native grasslands of the Central
Valley. In 1967, the federal government listed them as endangered. Then, in 1971, California
also listed them as a threatened
species.
Some people do not know or
understand that the kit foxes play
a v ery important role in the ecosystem. These mammals had to
adapt to the changing of the land
coursed by urban development.
They are very shy and fearful
animals; simply looking at them
can make them run away.
I'll offer my thoughts on helping people understand the beauty
of the kit fox. The Carrizo Plain

National Monument is one of
the best-kept secrets in California, located by the San Andreas
Fault line. The Plain offers a rare
chance to be alone with nature,
and there is total silence.
The Plain has diverse com munities of wildlife and plant
species, including several listed
as threatened or endangered,
and areas culturally important
to Native Americans. This does
sound like a Utopia world -- "an
imagined place or state of things
where everything is perfect" -but it is very real and breathtaking.
I would love to help everyone see there is beauty on the
Plain, and we can have beauty on
the Bakersfield College campus
as well without causing problems to kit foxes where they have
done nothing wrong to our students or community.
Jeri Solis
BC studio art major
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Is animal testing acceptable?
Death
penalty
is dumb
By AK Pachla

By Carl E. Littleberry Jr.

Copy Editor

Reporter

Over 400 years ago, William Harvey used animals to research how blood cir-

tion was pe1formed, farmers
and herdsmen had been performing them successfully on
their stock for years.
While this type of "research"
certainly isn't formal, it shows the
potential of having creatures similar
to ourselves to learn from. Surgical
bi1th was performed on livestock with
the intention of saving both animals,
and it did that so well we began
performing them medically.
The procedure has saved
billions of lives, both our
own and the animals we
care for.
A more 1ecent example is Dr.
Bruce Alexander's 1981 addiction study
performed on
rats. Dr. Alexander and
his colleagues
found that solita1y rats put
in cages with
steady access
to cocaine will
administer the
dmg to themselves compulsively. In some
cases, the rats
refused to do
anything
else,
including eat or
clean themselves, and would literally drug themselves
to death.
Dr. Alexander then built a big, communal cage with
art and fresh food and interesting things for rats to play
with and look at and do. He called it Rat Par.k, and the rats immediately decided
it was better than coke. When he offered the drug, all of the rats tried it, some did
it repeatedly, but none to the point of physical self-neglect, as the solitaiy rats in
the empty cages had done.
Dr. Alexander's research with rats is revolutionizing how medical science treats
addicts and addiction. We are now coming to realize the massive effect a person's
environment has on their behavior. We gained this knowledge not by doing additional damage, but by going out of our way to provide humane treatment. What
we learned is that we can get rats off of coke just by being kind to the m. Imagine
what we could leam to do for one another. The reason there is such outcry when
unethical animal research is discovered is bee ause we understand the value of the
animals we claim superimity over. We understand that the knowledge they give
us is a gift and that their bodies and minds should be treated with the reverence
our fellow creations deserve. It is evil to w1ing the life from the animals' bodies
just to study them, but let's not let shame make us ignore their contiibutions.

By AK Pachla

Copy Editor
Governments around the world since
the beginning ofcivilization have imposed
capital punishment, the death penalty, for
various reasons. Even today, countries
employ the death penalty against citizens
for crimes ranging from the moral, such
as acts of blasphemy or indecency, to the
legal, such as high treason or crimes of
war.
The most common violation leading
to a death sentence, however, is murder.
Even today, people quote sacred texts and
give logical reasons for why equivalent
retribution is the appropriate reaction for
a state to have to individual murders. The
reasoning is repeated so often it almost
seems intuitive. An eye for an eye, right?
Except it's not intuitive .
Think about it: Why would othe1wise
rational people decide that the way they
should prove their collective belief that
killing is wrong is by killing? The application of capital punishment for the crime
of murder runs completely counter to any
logical progression. This is because the
death penalty is not what it claims to be.
Dressed up in legal jargon and draped
in medical trappings, we've turned what
is essentially revenge killing into a gaudy
pantomime of civilized society. There is
no time when we are less the creatures
evolution has made us than when we take
each other's lives, and it does not matter
who or why. A murder is a munler, and
one may feel justified in taking a life, tut
that does not change the nature of the act.
The question not being asked is "Is it
truly always morally wrong to kill?" It's
true that killing is one of the most reprehensible things humans do, tut can there
ever be a good and valid reason for taking
the life of another person? Death penalty
advocates will sometimes say that taking certain people, people who commit
repeated atrocities and refuse to be rehabilitated, permanently out of society is a
case of govemment valuing the needs of
the many over the needs of the one.
This is a misdirection. It is in the best
interest of eve1yone that the state not have
the authority to commit munler against
citizens, even citizens who break laws.
Laws change, and what is worthy of death
today may not even exist tomorrow. Lives
once taken, however, cannot be replaced.
Blackstone's Ratio is a concept in criminal law devised by English jurist William
Blackstone in the 1700s. Pe maps you
have heard the phrase, "It is better to let
ten guilty men go free than to punish one
innocent man:' This is Blackstone's Ratio,
although it is occasionally attributed to
American statesman Benjamin Franklin,
who included the idea in his w1itings as
well. Similar concepts are even found in
the Christian bible, when God promised
to spare Sodom if even ten righteous men
could be found within the city.
Given what it means to consciously
choose to end another person 's life, the
consequences of punishing an innocent
person in that way are unthinkable. Why
would we, as a collective, choose to do
that to ourselves and call it justice? Call
it revenge. Call it irrationality. Call it pure
ape rage if you want. Just realize that calling it law is almost laughable.
You do not prove that you believe killing to be wrong by killing people. It simply does not make sense.

was found that isolated doses of insulin in dogs could alleviate the
symptoms of diabetes. According to PETA.org, each year over
100 million animals are killed in the U.S. alone for things
such as animal testing in labs, or even in your average
high school science class.
Now if we use those numbers to estimate the deaths of animals due to things
like testing, the toll tops up at over a billion lives taken without one person being
to blame.
In the U.S., over 50 percent of adults
actually oppose the idea of animal testing.
Even today there are only laws regulating animal testing, not abolishing it. This is purely due
to the lack of actual influence PETA (People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) has
on the American populace.
Most people couldn't even tell you
what an acronym is nowadays, let
alone know what PETA stands
for, and to be honest, that's
basically a death sentence for
the animals.
Animals are like children in a sense.
They need to
be spoken for
because
they
cannot
speak
for themselves.
Without
the
proper knowledge of what is
really going on,
no one listens.
You have to
know that animals are truly
suffe1ing at our
expense.
Did
you
know that diseases that are
ALBERT"NIMAK"VARGAS /TI:IERIP artificially induced in animals
in a laboratoiy, whether they are mice or monkeys, are
never identical to those that occur naturally in human
beings? And many of these animals are domesticated,
bom and bred for the sole purpose of being used as lab
experiments. Now I'm definitely not saying we as humans don't benefit greatly
from animal testing. In actuality, it's been huge in the make-up industry, which
definitely warrants killing rats for your lipstick, right ladies?
Excuse the sarcasm, but this seems like a no-brainer. Killing is killing, and we
talk about all the killing of innocent people everyday, but no one speaks up for
the animals. I understand the laws of nature and evolution; I know that survival
of the fittest reigns supreme and that we humans were at the bottom of the food
chain a while back.
But how can we justify trapping poor animals for our own benefit when technology is so advanced now? We have phones that can tell us when somebody eats
a milk shake on the moon, but we can't figure out a more humane way to solve
our problems. That's just lazy, it's ancient, and honestly, it's just wrong . I don't
care if you're killing a cat (an animal I hate with a passion) or Beyonce. Both
lives are equal because in the end,just like Beyonce, that cat only gets one life,
contra1y to popular belief.
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Youth will meet the expectations that they are given
By Marcus Castro
Contributing Editor

At least once a week, whether it is in
person or on social media, I see people discussing the fact that the cum:nt
youth and the adults that have recently
came out of youth are mining our reputation as humans. It may not be said in
those exact words when I hear it, but
those words are a great way to sum it
up.
The people I see expressing that
opinion the most are the youth. Now,
don't get me wrong. I see many olde r
adults expressing the same exact opinion as well; it's more shocking to see so
many youth expressing that opinion.
The funny part is I'll see a post on
Facebook or Twitter from someone

who is currently part of the younger
generation complaining about certain
characteristics they see in the younger
generation, and nine times out of 10,
the individual complaining is the spitting image of the characteristics they
are constantly complaining about.
We all know that the futu1e of humans, in general, lies in the hands of
the youth. That being said, why are
people always putting the youth down
then?
If people continue to say that the
younger generation are ignorant, failures, and just flat out dumb, then why
are people getting upset when people
of the young generation tum out to
have one or all of those qualities?
When people say those things about
the youth, people set the bar of expec-

tations extremely low.
Whether the youth consciously recognize it or not, they are aware of that
low expectation. So when they do show
those negative qualities, they don't feel
as if they've really disappointed anyone because that is what is expected of
them.
People need to start recognizing and
praising the members of the youth who
are prospering and doing well in life
more often than they bash the youth
members who aren't doing so well.
Once the expectations are set higher
for the younger generation, the youth
as a whole will naturally gravitate toward that higher expectation.
Of course, there will be individuals
who still are more of a hindrance to
society than anything, and there will

be individuals who excel on a much
g1eater scale than most do. But if people would stop categorizing the entire
youth as a generation that is destined to
min us and start to praise the good that
is in them, then the younger generation
can prosper into something amazing.
The younger generation needs proper guidance in order for them to take
full advantage of their potential; they
don't need to be constantly criticized
for their wrongdoings.
With the advancements in science
and technology today, the younger
generation has the opportunity to take
us as humans to a higherlevel, so let's
shape the youth into individuals who
will be ready to do so, instead of tearing them down to the low expectations
that people are giving them.

Randy Renegade's first semester at BC
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Renegade Events

Album Review

So-so view on Drake's 'Views'
Mohamed Bafakih
Contributing Editor
Four studio albums and seven
years into his music career, and
the question still remains: Are
we going to get the Drake that
provides therapy sessions to help
get us over an ex, or the Drake
that will bring lyrically-decent
bars with his exquisite flow.
His frrsL album since "Nothing
Was the Same," which released
in 2013, "Views" gives us a view
of Toronto's own through his experience dealing with fame, fortune and women - along with his
roots of his hometown.
All a little tDO familiar, right?
As a veteran in the music game
now and pushing 30, there should
be an establishment of what his
message is, which is what I was
expecting to see more of from
Drizzy in his latest project.
Track No. 19 of 20, which is

ironically tilled " Views," Drake
said it best by saying, ' .. .My
exes made some of my favorite
music.'
Although that particular style
relays to many of his followers,
as "Views" is expected to sell
one million copies in the United
States alone in its first week, according to Chart News, don't
state that "Views already a classic" before we see you end up
taking it back.
I figured I'd use the recent Toronto Raptors-Indiana Pacers se1ies to sum up why Drake would
take that statement back.
After the Raptors defeated the
Pacers at the Air Canada Centre
in Game 5 on April 26 - three
days before "Views" released Drake posted a picture of Pacers' Paul George with a teardrop
emoji and a caption that read, 'I
knew you were scared,' before he
deleted it moments later.

But ultimately you see the
passion that goes into the city of
Toronto, and as the city's ambassador, the 6 signifies what Drake
means to the 416 and what the
416 means to Drake.
In perhaps my favorite u·ack,
"Weston Road l fows;' the recognition of his upbringing with his
boys in ·1oronto and how loyalty
can remain constant gives listeners that real understanding and
proof of who and what is real.
The producer on that track,
Noah "40" Shebib-whoalsoproduced 11 other songs on "Views"
- set the tone on "Weston Road
Flows," as its sleek, rhythmic
beat meshed perfectly well with
Drake's rapping abiliLy.
"Views" has a pretty fluid balance between rap and r&b, with
even a slight mix of some rock
beats in the opening track, and
reggae.
What better place to be from

than Toronto, however, Lo show
the influence and value of different nationalities, as Toronto is
perhaps one of the most diverse
cities?
Prior to the rel ease of "Views,"
Drake announced he'll be going
on tour with l ;uture this summer,
so the demand for the album will
continue to sk")'rocket as songs
from "Views" such as "Grammy's" which features Future will
be a hot hit at the Summer Sixteen Tour.
Moving forward, it will be interesting to see what Drake will
continue to display, but one thing
is for sure: "Views" is in the
rearview now, and fans of Drake
should consider leaning toward
what they want to hear from the
veteran moving forward because
a30-year-old rapper should carry
on more influence to the general
hip-hop, rap, and r&b heads.

*****

Workshops/Fairs
May 4: How to Choose a Major/Career, Wednesday, 1
p.m.- 2 p.m. Location: Counseling Center
Learn how to research and choose the appropriate major
and career that meets your life goals.
Call 661-395-4421 to register
May 4: How to choose a Major/Career, Wednesday, 1
p.m.-2 p.m. Location: Counseling Center, SS151

Miscellaneous
May 4: Farmers Market: Murray Family Farms,
Wednesday, 8 a.m.- 2 p.m.
Location: Renegade Crossroads, Campus Center

May 4: Retirement Reception, Wednesday, 9 a.m.11 :30 a.m.
Location: Fireside Room
Reception to honor all retiring BC employees for the
2015-2016 year. Refreshments will be available.

May 4: TWONE Social, Wednesday, 3:15 p.m.- 4:15
p.m. Location: Fireside Room
ASL Club meets the first Wednesday and third Tuesday
of each month from 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m. Deaf, hard of
hearing, and ASL students get together to socialize, play
games, and practice ASL.
May 4: BC Performing Arts Combined Concert,
Wednesday, 7 p.m.- 9 p.m.
Location: SPArC Outdoor Theater
The BC Performing Arts ensembles will perform in the
Outdoor Theater as their final concert of the year.
May 5: Latino Americans Film Screening & Book Talk,
Thursday, 1 p.m.- 2:30 p.m. Location: Levan Center
This event will featuring a partial screening of Latino
Americans, a new PBS documentary film, as well as
a short book talk by UC Santa Barbara Professor of
Chicana and Chicano Studies and History Dr. Mario T.
Garcia.

May 5: MESA Banquet, Thursday, 4 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Location: Fireside Room
Mesa Annual Banquet to honor Mesa Students, Faculty,
and Community/Industry members
May 5: Chicano/Latino Commencement Celebration ,
Thursday, 6 p.m. Location: Outdoor TheatreMusic
May 10: BC Black Graduates Recognition Ceremony,
Tuesday, 6 p.m .- 7 p.m. Location: Indoor Theater
For more information, contact 661-395-4595.

T HE GCARDIAN

May 10: Mental Health Awareness Day, Tuesday, 9
a.m.- 4 p.m. Location: Campus Center Quad
May 12: Radiologic Technology Certification and
Pinning Ceremony, Thursday, 6 p.m. Location: SPArC
Indoor Theatre
Graduation with pinning and certificates for the Rad Tech
Program. Students, faculty and community members
attend .

Movie Review

Corrections

'Sixteen Candles' need to be blown out
By Crystal Valdez

from then on. Ringwald's acting
didn't do it for me in this film;
her pe1formance was too superficial.
Her character's birthday just
keeps getting worse, but I didn't
care. She got the guy, and I
didn't care. I cared more about
the unnamed geek's (played by
Anthony Michael Hall) story and
his attempts to get laid.
l enjoyed watching him go
from trying to get into Sam's
skirt to becoming her friend.
Despite his transition and his
brief connection with the most
popular guy in school, the geek
remains true to himself.
Toward the end of the film, we
see that he's still the horny high
school freshman he started off
as, just with slightly better intentions.
I wish the movie had been
mostly about him and his shenanigans as opposed to Sam's
birthday. She hardly does any-

So for this movie review, I was
asked to spice it up. Instead of
going to see a movie in theaters,
the suggestion was made that I
should watch an older movie on
Netflix, something from the 60s,
maybe70s.
I was down for the idea until
a fellow staff member kept saying, "Watch ' Heat' and give a
woman's perspective!" First of
all, which one? Second of all,
what does thaL even mean? I'm
not going to explain why that
boLhered me.
I am going to, however, review a movie to spite the "Heat"
suggestion. I'm going to give a
normal person's perspective on a
genre l don't usually go for: the
romantic comedy.
I opted toward the 1984 classic, "Sixteen Candles." This film
was in the critically acclaimed

section on Netflix, and as soon
as I saw it, I went for it.
"Sixteen Candles" stars Molly
Ringwald (teen movie star of her
time) as Samantha. Sam wakes
up on her 16th birthday only to
realize nobody in her family remembered it because her sister's
wedding is the next day.
The film tells the story of how
she gets through that day and the
next. I got to witness 1980s fashion, listen to 1980s dialogue, and
watch how the " invisible" high
school sophomore (Sam) gets
the hot high school senior.
If that storyline sounds cliche
and made you roll your eyes,
that's exactly what it is, and that's
exactly what it did to me. I know
that it's critically acclaimed, but
I just didn't think it was all that
great. It was okay at best.
As soon as I was introduced
to Sam 's character, Tdidn't feel T
could relate to her, and it was difficult for me to submerge myself

RENEGADE MINDS

"What are you doing over summer break?"

Features Editor

Compiled by:
Joe Bergman
I'hoto & Sports Editor

Mace Vasquez.
18, Freshman:
"Making music
I write and say
rap music, but I
don 't sing it. "

Joshua Fisher,
25, Freshman:
"/will be
taking summer
classes and
making music
with Mace."

thing in the film ; it was the geek
and the trouble he gets himself
into that helped me sit tl1rough
this movie.
Other than that, the only other
part I appreciate about this film
is the small tribute Lo The Godfather trilogy. During a scene
where in-laws are having dinner
before the wedding day, hints are
dropped that Sam's older sister
is marrying into a mob-family,
and my ears were graced with a
few minutes of The Godfather's
movie score playing in the background.
All in all, this movie was
,vhatever. I may have enjoyed it
if I was 8 or 9. It's difficult to say
whetl1er or not I recommend it,
so watch it if you want to. The
only Lhing saving Lhis movie
from receiving an F from me is
the geek, who at least deserved
to be given a proper name.

Alejandro
Martinez, 19,
Freshman."Going to
classes and
work, any free
time, I will be
d rawing ."

In The Rip's April 20 issue, the last names of Chad
Hidalgo and Amber Chiang were misspelled in separate
articles.
Also, in a photo of a suicide prevention workshop, the
name of the man in the photo was not correct. The
man's name is Jason Watkins. He is a Accommodations
Specialist at CSUB.
In the same issue in an opinion on marijuana use,
there was a claim made that heroin was the only other
Schedule 1 drug outside of marijuana. In fact, there are
several more.

Music
May 5: Australia's EMPRA, Thursday, 10 a.m.
Location: Bakersfield College
EMPRA is a rock band from Melbourne that creates
uplifting music filled with good vibes that will supercharge
your heart and electrify your soul.
May 6: BC Student Honors Celebration , Friday, 6 p.m.
Location: Outdoor Theatre
May 7: Applied Music Instrumental Recital, Saturday,
11 a.m. Location: Indoor Theater

May 7: Applied Music Vocal Recital, Saturday, 4 p.m.
Location: Indoor Theater
May 14: Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra, Saturday,
7:30 p.m. Ticket prices: $40, $35, $30, $20
Location: Rabobank Arena

Yesenia
Ramirez, 18,
Freshman."Planning
on going to
Mexico to visit
family"

The Renegade Rip
Winner ofthe 2003 and 2008
JACC Pacesetter Award
First place in 2011, third place in 2013 and 2011
for CNPA General Excellence
The Renegade Rip is produced by Bakersfield
College journalism classes, printed by Reed Print
in Bakersfield, and circulated on Wednesdays
during the fall and spring semesters. The
newspaper is published under the auspices of
the Kern Community College District Board of
Trustees, hut sole responsibility for its content rests
with student editors. The Rip is a member of the
California Newspaper Publishers Association.

Matias
Navarro, 19,
Sophomore
"I don't rea lly
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Jazz ensemble celebrates Miles Davis
By Felicity Tomisaka

Reporter
Bakersfield College's Jazz
Spring Ensemble played a tiibute to Miles Davis on April 25.
" For the last couple of years
we've been focusing our spring
concert on a single composer,"
said BC's Kris Tiner, director of
the ensemble.
"Last year, we did one on
Charles Mingus and Duke Ellington. It was really successful
and the students enjoyed it."
Tiner also memioned lhe limeliness of this concert.
"It was timely because of
Miles. He would have celebrated his 90th birthday next month,
and there's this new movie coming out."
This performance was a challenge to put together, but it was
something Tiner wanted to do
because Davis contiibuted so
much to the jazz scene.
Even though Davis didn't
w1ite a lot of music, there are a
lot of songs he is associated with.
I:or instance, people would hear
the song "Joshua," composed by
Victor Feldman and arranged by
Mark Taylor, and say it's a Miles
Davis song.
When Tiner was putting this
program together, he not only
dealt with different styles, he
also dealt with arrangements and
people's take on that music.
"I chose those two albums,

'Birth of the Cool' and 'Kind of
nlue,' to focus on, because they
tell his legacy and the evolution
of jazz," he said.
"It shows his legacy in jazz
and shows how much evolution
really happened in a matter of 15
years. I tried capturing some of
what he did beyond that, though
it's difficult to do that with a big
band with that instrumentation."
Tiner mentioned that Miles
Davis was legendaiy.
"He was able to stay at the
forefront whenever popular music changed. He didn'l follow; he
led the way," Tiner said.
" In the '60s, he hung out with
people like Jimmy Hendrix, and
in the ' 80s people like Michael
Jackson a11d Prince inspired
him. He was always looking for
the next thing for his music," he
said.
"For the songs 'Godchild' and
'Jem,' we were lucky with that instrumentation, since these songs
ai·e rarely performed because of
the inst:Iuments needed," Tiner
said.
"I picked more advanced players for those songs. We had Tyler
Starr who could cover the tuba
aiTangement, and Michelle Tomboc, who could play the French
horn part but on the flugelhorn."
Tiner was pleased with the
tmnout.
" It was a busy time of the year,
but we had a nice nowd that
was really receptive. I had hoped

KYLE CHIDGEY I THE RIP

BC Jazz Ensemble musicians, led by Kris Tiner, get ready for their perlormance at the Miles Davis tribute concert.
if we've gol the word out lhat
Miles' music was on the program
that we'd get a nice crowd," he
said.

"I know people who hate jazz,
but know one or two of Miles'
songs."
Tiner is always welcoming

people into lhe ensemble who
are interested in jazz, can do a
little improv, and read music.
Even guitar and bass players

are welcome to join. If anyone is
interested, they can contact him
directly or visit www.bcjazz.org
for more information.

Pantry looks for help
By Freddie Ward

Reporter
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Forrest Csulac is the winner of the seventh annual Philosophy Department Colloquium.

Students compete at
•
philosophy colloq u1um
By Mason J. Rockfellow

Editor in Chief
The winning paper for the seventh annual Philosophy Department Colloquium was written by
engineering major Forrest Csulac, 20. For his writing, Csulac
was awarded the David Arthur
Memorial Scholarship, which is
an award of $500.
The colloquium is held once
a year and a scholarship is given
in the honor of a late BC faculty
member David Arthur, who died
due to cancer in 2008.
Csulac's paper discusses the
ai·gument between two brothers questioning if there is a divine haimony in the universe.
This argument is in the story
"Rebellion," found in ryodor
Dostoevsky's book, "The Brothers Karamazov." Csulac broke
it down into smaller pieces,
presented the misconceptions,
acknowledged the counter arguments, a11d then discussed
whether or not the brothers' arguments stood.

Csulac is on track to graduate
at the end of this semester and
will be attending UC Berkeley in
the fall. He plans to use his engineering degree to work in the
researching, development, and
implementation of various alternative energy technologies.
Eve1y spring, a philosophy
essay contest is held in order to
pick the colloquium paiticipants.
The studenL has to be currently
enrolled at BC and the topic has
to be regarding a philosophical
issue.
The essays are read and ranked,
then the top three ai·e picked for
the colloquium.
Csulac, Jeffrcy Kenney and
Andrew Maitin were the three
participants who read and discussed their philosophy papers
for the colloquium. After the papers were read, the students were
required to do a question a11d answer session with the audience
a11d most of the Bakersfield College philosophy professors.
In this case, the papers were
01iginal papers that were not

submitted for class, but they are
also allowed to submit papers
that were used for a class assignment, and students ai·e encouraged to do so.
'TH encourage a lot of students. 'Hey, you should rework
this, you should maybe add more
sources, you should make it longer.' It can be an original work or
it can be a paper submitted for
class," said philosophy professor
Anna Poetker.
The winner is typically chosen
by the strength of the paper, but
how well the speaker does during
the question and a11swer session
is also taken into consideration,
said Poetker.
The colloquiwn was held on
April 29 in the Levan Center for
the Humanities, and was open to
anyone interested.
The Arthur David Memo1ial Scholai·ship was not the
only scholarship awarded. Poetker also announced that .Jeffrey
Kenney has been awarded lhe
philosophy departmental award
scholarship.

BC's Renegade Pa11try is
reaching out to students to donate, according to pantry assistant David Guinto. Guinto
said the pantry has placed a
donation box in the cafeteria
in front of the cashier.
Students can donate change
left from their purchases.
Guinto said, "This is a pilot
prograin that started the beginning of March and students donated approximately
$180 dollai·s."
Guinto said the extra money
received from the donations
will be used to buy additional
food and toiletries for the pantry. He said no amount is too
small, and he urges students
to look for the donation box
a11d to contiibute.
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ASL Club goes to DeafNation Expo
By AK Pachla

Copy Editor
Bakersfield College's American Sign Language Club has
been awarded a SOF (Student
Oppmtunity Fund) grant to attend a special annual event for
the deaf community.
DeafNation Expo, a yearly
convention held in Pomona, is a
gathe1ing for deaf artists, community groups, and vendors to
come together and share with
one another.
In an email, ASL Club adviser Linda McLaughlin said,
"This is an opportunity and a
great leaining experience for
them [the ASL Club members]
to learn about the language and
culture of deaf people."
The ASL Club has both
hearing and deaf students, all
of whom will be experiencing
DeafNation Expo for the first
time, thanks to the hard work of
the club members and the generosity of the SGA.

The $ 1,600 grant specifically covers the cost of renting
a coach for the club to travel
to the event. Admission is free
and the students will be providing their own meals and other
accommodations while on the
tiip.
Sophomores and ASL Club
members Viridiana Alvarez
(sociology) and Amanda Rangel (American Sign Language)
are excited to be going to this
year's DeafNation Expo. They
ai·e looking forwai·d to making
new friends and having new
experiences. DeatNation ExJX)
is also an excellent networking
opportunity for students hoping to become teachers for deaf
elementary students, American
Sign Language interpreters, and
social workers for lhe deaf.
Alvarez and Rangel believe
the event will also be important
for the hearing club members.
'They [hearing people] get an
idea when they go to a11 event
like this full of deaf people sign-

ing and no spoken language,"
they write.
Another important reason for
DeafNation Expo, a11d why it
is consistent with the mission
of the college to help send our
ASL Club, is so they cai1 see
that everything is just as JX)Ssib le for them as for anyone else.
Alvarez and Rangel write, "It
is an eye-opening experience
for deaf students to show that
there are successful deaf artists
and Deaf[Nation] Expo, which
shows us that anything is possible."
The Pomona DeatNation
Expo takes place this year on
May 7. This is one of five national Expo events, culminating in the July DeafNation
World Expo in Las Vegas. For
more infonnation, or to register
to attend, visit www.DeafNation.com. For more information about the ASL club or the
American Sign Language degree prograin at BC, visit www.
bakersfieldcollege.edu/asl.

BC faculty members take one step back and three steps forward
By Marcus Castro
Contributing Editor

Bakersfield College is losing a longtime faculty member but will gain three
new program ma11agers.
Director of Financial Aid, Care, CalWorks and EOPS, Primavera Arvizu is
no longer at BC. Afler being al BC for

nearly a decade, she had her last day
working as a faculty member at BC on
April 13.
Administrative assistant June Charles
expressed that Arvizu will be heavily
missed.
With the loss of a veteran faculty
member, three new faculty members
were gained.

Martin Perez will be the new CCPT2
program manager at BC.
Ile has experience from CSUI3's migrant program, Trio Upward Bound and
Talent Search at CSUCI and CSUN.
Perez is a BC alumnus who studied
psychology at BC before transferring to
CSUN.
Chelsea Esquibias will be working

with Rural Initiatives.
Her new JX)Sition will take place at
the Delano Campus. She is a nc alumna, and she has eained her bachelor's in
Business Administration. She also has a
master 's degree in Orga11izational Leadership.
Raquel Lopez will be working at the
Delano Cainpus as well. She will be

working with Career Ag Palhways. Lopez is also a BC alumna, and she has
earned a bachelor's degree in Business
Administration from Fresno Pacific
University.
Lopez has worked at BC since 2001.
For the last 12 years, she has been the
Site Office Coordinator at the Delano
cainpus.
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Career Day brings job opportunities to BC
By Misty Severi

Reporter
'!ables were spread all around
the Campus Center, into the Fireside Room, and even out in front
of the cafeteria.
It was hard to miss the commotion that occurred as Bakersfield College hosted the 2016
Career Day.
"This is a smaller tum out and
less employers tl1an last year,
where we had at least 100 employers, but I still think it's going
well," said Denise Crawford of
BC WorkahilityIII.
There were big names, such
as Sketchers, the shoe company,
brand new to BC's Career Day
this year, and Avon, a company
that specializes in selling beauty,
household, and personal care
items.
While most companies were
only looking to add a handful of
employees to their roster, Xerox
was looking to add as many as
500 new employees aged 18 and
older with at least six months of
customer service experience.
Frito Lay was looking for
maintenance workers, drivers and
part-Lime packers. Avon and Kale
Ewing, from Pampered Chef,
werelookingforsalesconsultants.
"There's no experience necessary to work for Pampered Chef,"
said Ewing. "We just need enthusiastic individuals who are motivated to sell and make money."

JACOB TOVAR / THE RIP

Jobseekers at BC roam the cafeteria talking to employers during Career Day.
Ewing hoped to add at least
two employees to her list on that
day and her goal is to add 50 every year.
"We're getting a positive response," said the representative
from Royal T Management, "hut
I wouldn'l say it's as good as lasl
year's." Royal T Management is
looking to fill four positions, including a groundskeeper.
Other employers, such as
American Kids Sports Center,
Pizza Hut, California Army Na-

tional Guard, and the Emergency
Communications Center/Kem
County Fire also attended the
event.
Some students, like Violet
Darby, were searching for part
time jobs to help them pay their
way through school.
"I just need some cash on the
side. While Pinancial Aid covers
a lot of things, I want a steady
check every couple of weeks that
I can spend on me," said Darby.
Other students, like Marie

Santoya, were hoping for more
of a career-focused job that will
help them branch into the field
they're looking to work in.
"I'm looking for a job in real
estate," said Maria Santoya, a
19-year-old BC student. "I have
family in real estate, and I've
always planned to go into it myself."
"This was a great experience,"
said BC student Gloria Hernandez. "A lot of people helped me
out."
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BC student Christian Espinoza browses through the
Career Day offerings.
"I have always wanted to be
nc student
Ryan Pierce, "so I talked to some

a firefighter," said

people from the Kem County
Fire Depa1tment, a11d they were
really happy to talk to me."

Child developement and
BC childcare earn praise
By Sara Lievanos

Reporter
Hakersfield College's Child Development progra1n is making new improvements thanks to a
high rating.
In March, the child development program at IlC
was awarded a four out of five star rating for the
last school year from Kem Early Stars.
Kem Ea11y Stars is a11 institution that observes
childcare programs for children ages 2 to 5 years
old and rates them based on seven different componenls.
According to the BC Child Development program manager Danell Ward, the department was
rated based upon child observations, healthcare
screenings, child interactions, environment, teacher qualifications, child to teacher ratios, a11d lastly
director observations.
The program, which affords any student in attendance at BC free childcare services, was rated
on a five star scale and received four stars, which is
considered a high quality rating.
Because of the high rating the program received,
Ward explained that in addition to receiving a
plaque to display their accomplishment, the depa1tment is also earning block grants for as much as
$45,000.

Any grant money the department receives is to
be used strictly on the children and for enha11cement of the childcare services.
When asked how the department has reacted to
receiving a new source of funding, Ward exclaimed,
'This is exciting for us because this money will
help go toward new toys, materials, and training
for the staff."
According to Ward, for years any training for the
childca1·e staff was self-funded, so the new grants
will allow the department to offer more training
and ultimately expand the future opportunities for
people working in this field.
In addition to last year's rating, this week the department will find out if they have maintained their
rating for the second school year, and will also submit new applications to be rated for a third year.
With the possibility of holding onto their high
rating for a second time, there is also another block
grant for $29,000 at stake for the program.
However, Ward is confident lhe department will
maintain their high rating, and explained why the
grant money is crucial to the success of the program.
"These grants will allow our program to be reva1nped, and I think seeing the improvements
will make the government and even the president
realize that more money is needed in this fie ld of

Rubi Medina,
22, human
biology major, is
in her tutoring
session with
tutor Jason
Rouse. The
tutoring center
is located on the
third floor of the
student services
building.
MASON.J.
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Tutoring Center open for summer
By Marcus Castro
Contributing Editor

The Tutoring Center at Bakersfield College will be open in
the summer for students who a1·e
in need tutoring.
The center will be open from
June 13-Aug. 5. It will be open
Monday to Thursday every week
from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Tutor coordinator Liz Elms
explained that every enrolled
student may have one appointment during the week for tutoring. That is the same rule that
is enforced during the regular
semesters.
She said that students may
also come in for drop-in tutor-

ing. Drop-in tutoring sessions
are only for math and English.
When asked how busy the
tutoring center gets during the
summer, Elms said, "From my
expe1ience, it has been very
slow."
With the summer term passing at a much faster rate tha11 the
regular full semesters, the tutors
may have to put more information into each session.
"Many times our tutees, the
students who come in a11d ask
for help, are prepared. So they
come prepared to make the best
use of tl1eir time, and tJ1at's whal
we recommend," said Elms.
Elms explained that in the
summer, there are around 15 tu-

tors. During a regular semesler,
there are around 100 tutors.
I ilms said that in the summer,
there are only experienced tutors working. She explained that
there is a training class tl1at tutors must take while tutoring,
and they can't take that class during the summer. For that reason,
there are only experienced tutors
in the summer.
Even with the Tutoring Center's staff largely cut for the summer, the summer term is not so
rigorous.
Elms said, "It's less intense in
the summer. It's fun to be around
here in the summer. In the regular semester, it's mostly all business."
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Teacher Maria Gonzales plays the game House of Sounds with her students.
work," said Ward.
With the new funding, the program will be focusing on expanding activities for the children, such
as science projects with light tables, and theatrical
play to add diversity.
There will also be new outdoor equipment a11d
water tables that Ward said they plan to fill with
sand, rice, or foam while there is still a drought.
Because the child development program at BC is

lab structured, Ward stresses the importance of how
this rating will not only give the children in the center a better experience, but improve the education
of the students taking child development courses
as well. "If students arc working in a center that
is considered a quality progra1n tl1en they can take
these practices and reach out to other programs in
the community and show what quality child care
looks like," said Ward.

BC wil be offering new music
program for interested students
By Carl E. Littleberry Jr.

Reporter
Bakersfield College will welcome a new music progra111
as Joshua Ottum, a BC music
teacher and director, has confirmed that the new Commercial
Music Certificate of Achievement courses will be offered in
the Fall 2016 school semester.
In total, there will be seven
classes offered for tl1e new curriculum within the next year.
However, only three will initially be offered in the Fall 2016
semester.
The classes offered will be Introduction to Music Technology
(MUSC B30), Music Business
(MUSC B36), and Commercial
Music Ensemble (MUSC B37)
and are focused on developing
the business aspect of a musical
lifestyle and the audio-technical
components that go along with,
"A new musical society," said
Ottum.
The classes are for anyone
who is a fan of music as they
focus on teaching ways to develop an individual brand and
focuses more on the cognitive
parts of music.

Students will receive basic
teachings in technologies that
are pivotal while recording or
managing yourself as a musicia11.
"It's really beneficial for anyone trying to break into the music industry, we help you write
and record your own songs.
Plus, we teach you how to operate the audio and to represent
themselves professionally," said
OtLum.
According to Ottum, students
will be learning entrepreneurial
skills that will help them succeed in a newer music industry
that focuses more on social media and self-marketing.
Students can choose to either
focus in the managing or musical aspects of the classes, while
doing activities and assignments that promote their personal growth in the industry.
In Intro to Music Tech, students will be shown the basics
of working in a modem recoding studio.
Learning about things such
as signal flow or how to drop
background noise out of your
songs.
In Commercial Music, en-

semble students will collaborate
with each other mixing different genres of music together to
create original material.
"We have rap, hip-hop, pop
and even country singers. It's
all about music. You just have to
have a passion, it doesn't matter
w hat kind you're singing," said
Ottum.
In general, the classes are a
new experience here at BC as,
"No other class has ever been
offered like this here at BC,"
said Ottum, and should give
students a new venue for where
they can further their growth in
the musical industry.
For all students looking to
register for the classes in the
fall, know that lhe new music
program does not teach you to
read music.
It is not required that you
know how to read music prior
to joining the classes.
However, it is stressed by
Ottum that the focus is on the
business and audio-technical
portion of music.
Any information on all seven
new classes can be found on the
BC website and reviewing the
music progra1ns page.

SPORTS
The Renegade Rip 1www.therip.com

Page 10

Wednesday, May 4, 2016

Resurfaced track gets a taste of WSC
By Kyle Cortez

Reporter
Bakersfield College hosted the
Western State Conference Finals
meet on April 29 where 11 teams
competed. The meet had many
delays and officials were still
reviewing finishes after the meet
was over.
The top six finishers in each
event advance to the Southern
California Preliminaries on May
7.
This was also the first meet
with the new track surface that
was just put in.
"It [track smface] was great.
Softer, faster, and it didn't feel
like cement. You could tell it
was built for speed. It made a big
difference, from the statt of the
race to the end," said BC sprinter
Kyra Saunders.
"It's beautiful. Way better than
the last track. It's not too hard
and not too soft. I think it makes
a difference on how you run, but
being able to get a feel of it a
week before we ran was perfect,"
said Tyra Saunders.
The BC women's track team
took fomth at the meet with a
team score of 81.
Tyra Saunders took first in
the 100-meter dash with a time
of 12.32 seconds. Saunders took
sixth in the 200-meter dash with
a time of 25.73 seconds.
"I think I did great in the
4x 100-meter relay and the 100,
but I could have tried a little

hat"der to stay in the race in the
200," said Tyra Saunders.
Kyra Saunders placed second
in the 100-meter dash with a time
of l 2.52 seconds. Saunders also
placed second in the long jump
with a mat·k of 17 feet, 7 inches
(5.37m). Saunders also ran in the
200-meter dash, but she couldn't
finish the race due to a left leg
injury.
" It wasn't one of my best
meets. It could've been better,
but overall I ran to the best of my
ability," said Kyra Saunders.
Sydney Roman placed fifth in
the 1500-meter rnn with a time
of five minutes 4.49 seconds.
Carina Perezchica placed fifth
in the 400-meter hurdles with a
time of 1 minute 10.77 seconds.
The BC women's 4x100-meter
relay team, consisting of Emagee
Tyler, Kyra, Kassidy Murphy,
and Tyra, placed second in the
4x 100-meter relay with a time of
47.86 seconds.
The women 's 4x400-meter
relay team, consisting of Tyra,
Kyra, Murphy, and Tyler, placed
sixth in the 4x400-meter relay
with a time of four minutes 15.70
seconds.
Sha'Nya Terry placed third in
the shot put with a distance of
34 feet, 2 inches (10.42m). Terry
also placed third in the hammer
throw with a distance of 108 feet,
6 inches (33.08m). Terry placed
sixth in the discus throw with
a distance of 105 feet, 6 inches
(32.16m).

Mat"ilyn Quintero took first in
the discus throw with a distance
of 135 feet, 6 inches (41.31m).
Quintero placed sixth in the shot
put with a distance of 33 feet, 4
inches (10.15m).
The BC men's team took
seventh at the meet with a team
score of 55.
Dillen Littles took first in the
discus throw with a distance of
148 feet, 10 inches (45.36m).
Littles places third in the shot
put with a distance of 49 feet, 8
inches (15.14m).
Jacob Bookout placed second
in the high jump with a jump of
6-6. Bookout placed fourth in
the triple jump with a jump of 45
feet (13.74m).
Daniel Aguirre placed fifth in
the 800-meter run with a time of
1 minute 57.27 seconds.
Christopher Moreno placed
fomth in the 1500-meter run
with a time of four minutes 1.23
seconds.
Mark Agbalog placed sixth
in the 110-meter hurdles with a
time of 16.84 seconds.
The BC men's 4x400-meter
relay team, consisting of Lucas
Parviainen, Donaldo Mendivil,
Aguirre, and Issac Hernandez,
placed sixth with a time of three
minutes 21. 97 seconds.
Tristan McGee placed fourth
in the long jump with a mark of
21 feet, 6 inches (6.56m).
The Southern California Preliminaries are on May 7 at Antelope Valley College.
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Tyra Saunders focuses on her sprint in the 4x100-meter relay event at the Western State
Conference Finals meet on April 29. BC finished second on the newly resurfaced track.

Years later, 2012 state championship talks loom
By Joe Bergman

Photo & Sports Editor
Following the loss of the
2012 state championship, the
Renegade Helmet Club has not
done much in the way of media
events. Earlier this month, current Helmet Club president Ed
Davis discussed the history, present, and future of the club, and
more importantly, the CCCAA
bylaw violations and what the
club has done to ensure future
violations don't occur.
The Renegade Helmet Club
was established in 1987, originally as a group of former Renegade football players who
wanted to give back to a school
and football program that had
done so much for them.
"We at"e trying to fill in the
gaps where the financial needs
me, by having an organization
ofus old farts who are just trying
to help," said Davis. "If it wasn't
for the Helmet Club, would these
guys have new helmets? Would
they have new shoes? "
In reviewing public records,
Bakersfield College is alleged to
have violated six bylaws of the
CCCAA, specifically, providing
a pre-game dinner to football
players, implying the availability of housing and student work,
facilitating the payment of rent,
and the housing of football players facilitated by staff.
The violations directly naming the Helmet Club included
having a non-affiliated booster
club without BC oversight and
a weekly meal specifically for
football players, subsidized by
booster funding.

The football team would have
Wednesday afternoon lunch
meetings to go over the upcoming game plan, and the Helmet
Club provided sandwiches for
the players and coaches. " It was
a thing they been doing for years.
When l (played) here, we did the
same thing," said Davis.
"The fault ofthis whole thing,
primarily, is the fault of the chancellor, Sandra Serrano," said Davis. "At the end of the day for
the coach or the Helmet Club to
take any heat for the loss of this
championship is absolutely outrageous, because in trnth and in
reality, the chancellor's job ... is
to police the district, that is what
a chancellor does, to make sure
everybody is doing things the
right way."
" lf the Helmet Club, and/or the
coaching staff, and/or the school
is doing something that is flying
in the face of (CCCAA) rules,
it's her job to stop that, it is her
J.O.B., it is what she is paid for,"
continued Davis.
Davis continued, "(Serrano's)
position was, she really didn't
know what the Helmet Club was
doing, nobody tells me anything,
and that was her copout, rather
than doing her job."
Davis expressed fmstration
that it took the loss of a State
Chatnpionship to have someone
within the Kern Community College District come to the Helmet
Club, and tell them what they
could and could not do under the
ever-changing CCCAA bylaws.
'Those of us who are in the
Helmet Club, the last thing in
eaith we wanted to do was to
hurt anyone at any level," said
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As spring practice kicks off for BC football, The Helmet Club, big time BC football sponsor, gets set for a fundraiser.
Davis.
Neither the Helmet Club nor
Bakersfield College had or currently have a compliance officer. Sources within the Athletic
Department stated that the role
of compliance officer falls on
athletic director Sandi Taylor
and associate athletic director
Keith Ford, who also have to be
the chief administrators for 19
athletic teams.
The other change that resulted
from the loss of the State Championship is that now the Helmet
Club has a working relationship
with the Bakersfield College
Foundation. The Helmet Club
still holds true to its mission in
raising funds to help support the
needs of the football program,

Martinez netted as soccer coach
By Kyle Cortez

Reporter

PROVIDED BY BC ATHLETICS

BC men's soccer will have Vayron
Martinez at the helm for 2016.

Bakersfield
College
has named Vayron Martinez the head coach of the
men's soccer team.
There hasn't been a
men's soccer team at BC
in almost 30 years. Men's
soccer will become the
20th intercollegiate athletic team in the department
this fall.
Martinez
currently
serves as the associate head
coach at L.A. Mission College, where he helped lead
them to the Southern California Semifinals this year,
but they lost to the eventual
state champions Oxnat"d
College 1-0.

Along with his experience at the college level,
Martinez has coached elite
club soccer for more than
10 years. Martinez recently graduated from Concordia University Irvine with
a master's degree in coaching and athletic administration.
"I am very excited to
join Bakersfield College
athletics and contribute to
the rich heritage of a program that's been around
for over 90 years. I've
dedicated my life to teaching the game of soccer, and
I'm thrilled to be part of
restarting this program at
BC," said Martinez.
Tryouts are tentatively
scheduled for early July.

but now the coach has to set
up the expenditure through the
Foundation, giving BC oversight
of those funds.
BC is still involved in the appeal of the CCCAA decision to
strip the State Championship,
with the matter now being handled by the courts. Davis had
little knowledge of the appeal,
and wanted to stress that the Helmet Club is not involved in any
aspect of the appeal.
The Helmet Club was made
the "bad guy," so Davis viewed
the separation from the appeal
as a good thing, indicating that
he and Helmet Club would happily "fall on the sword" if it got
the championship back for the
"kids" because that is what it

comes down to, is the "kids."
Speaking of the younger generation, Davis said the Helmet
Club would love to have current
BC students join, even if they
did not play football at BC. The
Helmet Club is open to all, with
the only requirement being a $50
membership fee, which needs to
be paid annually.
"We at·e a non-profit, there is
only one paid employee, and I
pay that employee out of my own
company, so technically there are
no paid employees of the Helmet
Club," said Davis.
The Helmet Club currently
has 50-60 active members, but
they are looking to double that
this year, and again double that
the following year.

There is a current revitalization of the Helmet Club's Facebook page and website, with an
active need for past team photos.
Once fully up and running, the
website will have an at·chive of
photos and game films, and can
be found at www.renegadehelmet.club
The Helmet Club's major
fundraiser is known as The
Night of the Renegade and will
occur on May 7. Special to this
year's dinner, is that game film
from the 1953 Junior Rose Bowl
game will be played throughout
the evening.
There are a few tickets still
available. They can be purchased
through the Helmet Club 's website.

Early exit for tennis teams at state
By Marcus Castro

Contributing Editor
Bakersfield College tennis
teams competed in state competition where they did not make it
too far.
The state tournament was held
in Ojai on April 21-24.
BC men's tennis teain had
three singles players in the state
competition where only one had
a winning match.
Austin Lee of BC won his first
match against Trevor Samuda
of Chabot College 6-1, 1-6, 6-3.
Lee went on to lose to No. 7 seed
Nikita Katnelson of Cerritos College.
Sammy Ramirez of BC lost
his singles match to No. 9 seed
Braden Holt of Foothill College.
Andrew Schwartz lost his singles

match as well. He lost to No. 11
seed Agustin Lombardi of Cerritos College.
Lee and Ramirez also competed as a doubles team in state
where they won their first match
against No. 14 seed pairing of
Tom Geaney and Nick Reiley of
Modesto College 6-0, 6-0. Lee
and Ramirez went on to lose to
the eventual state champions,
Bruno Figlia and Scott Paz of Irvine Valley College.
BC's Austin Lux and Kyler
Fields won their doubles match
against Joshua Frazier and Abiel
Lacandazon of Consumnes River
College 6-1 , 6-1 . Lux and Fields
went on to lose to eventual state
finalists Sam Cohen and Javi Velasco of Irvine Valley. Schwartz
and Brian Yanez of BC lost their
only doubles match against Char-

lie Stephens and Mario Figueroa
of Imperial Valley College.
The BC women's teatn's Riley
Tucker was the only singles player for the women's team. Tucker
won her first match against Samantha Perez of Irvine Valley
6-2, 2-6, 6-4. She went on to lose
to No. 9 seed Raquel Gonzales of
Fresno City College.
Tucker and Kaylee Defrees
won their first doubles match
against O' Hara Cooper and Taylor Fox of Sierra College 6-1,
6-1. Tucker and Defrees went on
to lose to the eventual No. l seed
state semi-finalists Parker Pilati
and Vanessa Teves of Modesto
College. Brittney Aguilar and
Ashley Guillen of BC lost their
only match to Kaitlynn Mayfeild
and Monica Pool of Modesto
College.
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Swim takes Win streak sends BC to playoffs
three to state
By Kyle Cortez
Reporter

By Mason J. Rockfellow
Editor in Chief
Conference has come to
an end for the Bakersfield
College swim team, but
three swimmers' last stop
will be the CCCAA Swim
Championships to wrap up
the season.
BC last swam in the WSC
Championships at Cuesta
College from April 21-23.
BC had 21 swimmers
place in the top 16 in their
events at the WSC Championships. To name a few of
the top placers: Erik Wood
took first in the 200-meter
butterfly, Daniel Delgadillo
took second in the 1650,
Bri Smith took second in
the 200 breaststroke, Sara
Klang took third in the 100
freestyle, Brian Bender took
third in the 200 breaststroke,
and Alexis Wyatt took fifth
in the 200 butterfly.
Head coach Matt Moon
said, "Great meet from top
to bottom for us. Everyone
on the team went best times
and everyone contributed.
We finished strong on day
three of the meet."
Even though 21 swimmers placed in the top 16 at
the WSC Championships,
only three made the cut for
the CCCAA Swim Championships on May 5-7 at East
L.A. College.
Those swimmers are
Klang, Smith and Wood. All
are sophomores, and this
will be their last meet ever
for BC.
Since the swimmers taper
training wa<; in affect for
the WSC Championships,
it puts the swimmers in

kind of a difficult spot, said
Moon.
"It's kind of a tough spot
because they work toward
the end-of-the-year taper
meet at conference and
whenever they qualify, then
they have to hold on to their
taper for two more weeks,
so sometimes that is a little
more difficult," Moon said.
But Moon said he has
adjusted the training and
brought them back up last
week and plans to bring
them down this week in
practice until the meet.
Moon said with Klang,
Smith and Wood all swimming different events, the
focus of their training will
be geared more toward their
specific events.
"It is a lot different than
it was during the season and
having a team workout we
did separate into groups, but
this is a lot more specialized
and individualized. Trying
to see how they are feeling going off, how they are
looking in the water, feeling
in the water, and kind of adjusting on the fly in a sense,"
said Moon.
Smith will be swimming
in the 100 and 200 breaststroke, Klang will be swimming the 100, 200 and 500
freestyle, while Wood will
be swimming the 200 IM, a<;
well as the 100 and 200 butterfly. It will be Smith's first
dip into East L.A. College's
indoor pool, seeing as Wood
and Klang have already
have had a chance to swim
there. This will be the first
time Wood and Smith have
gone to the CCCAA Swim
Championships.

Success at the
beach for BC
By Carl E. Littleberry Jr.
Reporter
The Bakersfield College
beach volleyball team has
enjoyed plenty of success as
all 11 members of the team
have qualified for the Western State Conference Individual Pairs Championships
being held at El Camino
College in Los Angeles on
May 3-6.
Additionally, BC finished third in conference
after wrapping up its inaugural regular season with a
6-3 overall record and 3-3
in Western State Conference play which qualifies
them for the state's regional
playoffs at Grossmont College on May 3. BC will face
Irvine Valley College and
Mira Costa College in the
first round.
Individually, the team of
Sarah Aurin, CSUB-bound
sophomore, and Hannah
Pope, sophomore, also qualified for the State Individual
Pairs Championships to be
also held at Grossmont College on May 7-8.
Although the team will
be going to the playoffs in
its first year of eligibility, it
doesn't mean the road to the
playoffs was an ea<;y one according to head coach Carl
Ferreira. "For our first year
on sand the girls did great,"
Ferreira said. " A lot was
blind to us at first and we
didn't really know what to
expect, but anytime you're
taking on a new venture
you're never quite sure how
it works out."
Ferreira believes however
that the season was a huge
success overall and cites an
unlikely source for help in
getting through his rookie
season as a beach volleyball
coach. "I needed Sandi Taylor's support all year; it was
huge. Trust me, without her

we wouldn't be here talking
about this today," he said in
regards to BC athletic director Sandi Taylor.
According to Ferreira, the
successes the girls are experiencing now stem from
Taylor's belief that beach
volleyball would be beneficial to women 's volleyball
at the school overall.
With the success of the
team this year, Ferreira believes that beach volleyball
at BC will be a powerhouse
in no time.
He believes his girls now
have the added advantage
of playing the sport yearround, which will help with
the regular volleyball season
next year.
And with the team having
so many members going to
the playoffs Ferreira is expecting more and more girls
to transition from the courts
to the beaches sometime in
the near future.
'These girls made adjustments all year and man did it
show," said Ferreira, "It wa~
like night and day watching them from then to now."
A focus on teaching solid
problem skills is what Ferreira attributes to his teams'
growth this year.
As a coach he feels a<;
though he is not only just
teaching them about the
sport of volleyball, but about
life itself.
Saying that on the court
both players have to think
for themselves unlike regular volleyball which allows
for coaches to coach up
their players more. Because
of this he feels as though
his girls have learned much
more than just volleyball
skills this season saying, "I
can't coach in action that's
the problem, so the girls
have to learn and mature
with the matches and learn
more on their own."

The Bakersfield College baseball team finished the regular
sea<;on on an eight-game winning
streak, which allowed them to
make the playoffs. The Renegades
finished the regular season with a
conference record of 16-5 and an
overall record of 26-10, which included them winning 14 of their
last 16 games.
BC only finished one game
behind Glendale College for first
place in the WSC-South Division.
"We have won games many different ways, but our starting pitching has been really good since
spring break and our defense has
been exceptional," said head coach
Tim Painton.
The Renegades are heading to
the playoffs, but they will be on
the road. Many people thought
that BC would get a home playoff
game, but BC is the ninth-seed and
will be playing the eighth-seeded
Long Beach City College on May
6.
"We finished the regular season
as the No. 6 tean1 in RPI (Rating
Percentage Index). RPI is really
the most important (only) criteria
for establishing seeding for playoffs," said Painton. "All six conference champions must be placed
in a top eight spot to host. Three
conference champions were below
us in RPI. Cuesta was 8, Chaffey
was 10, and Long Beach was 13.
Cuesta moved up to 6, Chaffey
to 7, and Long Beach to 8, which
pushed us to #9. Don't have to like
it, but that is the way it is."
The Renegades were one of just
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Luke Andrews relieved Monty Stevens and earned the 7-3 win over L.A. Valley on April 21.
13 teams in the entire state to win
26 games or more, and one of just
six in the Southern Region.
"We're 26-10, and not many
teams in the state won 26. We've
been very good on the road. I'm
happy because at one point not
long ago, we weren't sure we'd be
in the postseason, and we had our
backs against the wall for the last
few weeks, but the team responded," said Painton.
" I feel like this conference is the
deepest it's been in my 21 years at
BC, and the entire South is very
competitive. I can't even begin to
count how many big leaguers have

come out of this division and conference," said Painton.
Painton believes that their tough
conference schedule has helped
them prepare for the playoffs.
"We are confident going into the
postseason. Our body of work thi s
season and how we have played
down the stretch breeds confidence. We also played arguably the
toughest non-conference schedule
in the South. We have prepared all
season for postseason play," said
Painton.
"This tean1 has certainly gelled.
Not all of us are best friends, but
we tug on the same end of the rope

and that's why we are playing in
the postseason," said Painton.
BC had l O players earn postseason accolades. Outfielder
Brooks Douglass and starting
pitcher Monty Stevens were both
named l st Team All-Conference.
Infielders Kyle Jan1es and Harrison Smith, outfielder Hanz Harker,
designated hitter Brock Hallum,
and starting pitchers Hudson
Hartley and Austin Toerner were
named 2nd Team All-Conference.
Catcher Jacob Herrera, infielder
Luis Martinez, and outfielder Jassen Oliver were all Honorable
Mentions.

Baseball Scores
April 19
Bakersfield College 7
LA Valley College O
Hudson Hartley got the start
for BC and picked up the win.
Hartley pitched a complete game
shutout, giving up only six hits
while striking out five. Brooks
Douglass, Hanz Harker, Jacob
Herrera, and Jassen Oliver all
registered two hits. Douglass
went 2-for-5 and scored two
runs. Hanz Harker went 2-for-4
with three RBis. Jacob Herrera
went 2-for-4. Jassen Oliver went
2-for-4 and scored a run.
April 21
Bakersfield College 7
LA Valley College 3
BC was down 3-0 going into
the bottom of the eighth inning
before scoring seven runs to take
the lead. Monty Stevens ended
up with a no-decision on the day.
Stevens pitched 7.2 innings, giving up three runs on three hits
while striking out four. Luke
Andrews came in relief and got
the win. Andrews pitched 1.1
innings, giving up two hits and
striking out two. Tyson Brewer
and Jassen Oliver led the Renegades offense. Brewer went

4-for-4 and scored a run. Oliver
went 1-for-4 with two RBis.
April 23
Bakersfield College 7
LA Valley College 3
The Renegades finished the
sweep of LA Valley by winning 7-3. BC got out to an early
lead by scoring three runs in the
second inning and never looked
back. Austin Toerner got the win
for BC. Toemer pitched 6.2 innings, giving up three runs on
five hits while striking out five.
Ja<;on Potter and Cyrus Parsons
both pitched in relief. Kyle
Jan1es and Jassen Oliver were
the only Renegades who had
multiple hits. James went 2-for-5
with an RBI. Oliver went 3-for-4
with an RBI.
April 26
Bakersfield College 5
Citrus College 3
The game was tied 3-3 going
into the seventh inning before BC
scored two runs to take the lead.
Harrison Smith had an RBI double, which drove in the go-ahead
run. Kyle James drew a bases
loaded walk, which pushed BC's
lead to 5-3. Hudson Hartley got

the win for BC. Hartley pitched
a complete game, giving up three
runs on five hits while striking
out seven. Brock Hallum and
Kyle James both had multiple
hits in the game. Hallwn went
2-for-4 and scored a run. James
went 2-for-2 with three RBis.
April 28
Bakersfield College 5
Citrus College 2
Monty Stevens was the starting pitcher for BC and he got the
win. Stevens pitched six innings,
giving up two runs (one earned)
on four hits while striking out
five and walking six. Stevens had
a tough time with his command,
but he was able to limit the damage. Cyrus Parsons pitched three
innings of relief and got the save.
Parsons gave up three hits and
struck out three in his three innings of relief. Brooks Douglass
and Kyle James each had two
hits each. Douglass went 2-for-4
with an RBI. James went 2-for-4
with an RBI.
April 29
Bakersfield College 4
Citrus College 3
BC was down 3-2 going into

the bottom of the ninth, but the
Renegades were able to comeback and get the win. The bases
were loaded when Luis Martinez was able to get a base hit to
left field to tie the gan1e. Brooks
Douglass then got thrown out at
home on the same play trying
to score the game-winning run.
Kyle Jan1es was running to third
when the catcher overthrew the
third basemen, which allowed
James to come home and score
the gan1e-winning run. Austin
Toerner started for BC and got
a no-decision. Toerner pitched
seven innings, giving up three
runs on eight hits while striking
out six. Luke Andrews pitched in
relief and got the win. Andrews
pitched two perfect innings of
relief while striking out four. BC
only had five hits, but they also
drew nine walks at the plate.
BC finished second in the
Western State Conference-South
only behind Glendale by one
gan1e. The Renegades finished
with a conference record of 16-5
and an overall record of 26-10.
BC will be on the road against
Long Beach City College on
May 6.

Softball earns first
playoff trip since 2012
By Mohamed Bafakih
Contributing Editor
From a 3-11-1 preseason catastrophe to begin the 2016 campaign, which featured six straight
losses, to winners of 14 out of the
next 21 games, which has included
four straight wins to end the regular sea~on, it has been a complete
turnaround for Bakersfield College's softball team.
For a young team to regroup and
rise above all challenges that come
with tasting defeat as often as they
dealt with early on, to the pressure
of creating the right opportunities
for each individual to succeed, top
to bottom everyone showed poise
and had the willingness to remain
focused even during rough stretches through the long 40-game season.
BC
(18-21-1) respectfully
earned the No. 17 seed and faced
16th-seed Long Beach City College (22-18) in the play-in round
of the Southern California Regional Playoffs on the road on May 3
(recap on therip.com). This is the
Renegades' first playoff appearance since 2012 and the Vikings'

first playoff appearance since
2011.
The Renegades commendably
earned a postseason bid following
a doubleheader sweep over Antelope Valley College on April 26.
Both BC and AVC came into its
final regular season matchups tied
for second place in the Western
State Conference-Blue Division at
12-7 but with the head-to-head and
overall advantage to the Marauders after a midseason 11-3 win
over the Renegades on March 31.
The final two meetings between
these two teams saw a different
Renegades ball club than the Marauders first faced just less than a
month prior.
"Our game plan (coming in)
was playing one pitch at a time,"
second-year head coach Christie
Hill said. "Our fate is in our hands;
we play one pitch at a time and we
dominate one pitch at a time, we're
going to win two games."
Sure enough that proved to be
the case as BC struck first on the
board in the bottom of the second
behind a solo shot home run by
first baseman Alyssa Gonzales as
Marina Felipe got the start on the
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Isabelle Martinez (left) and Karlee Goolsby (right) celebrate after a
home run. BC ended the regular season on a four-game win streak.
mound.
In the third inning, things started to heat up a, AVC's Angelica
Ochoa responded with a solo
homer of her own to tie it up at
one apiece. The Renegades managed to follow suit as Madalyn
Arambula bashed a two-run home
run with her family cheering pa,sionately with face cutouts rising
high at the Dean and Adah Sport~
Complex to make it 3-1 .
BC added two more runs in the
fifth inning to increase the deficit,
but AYC added two more late in
the game as BC would hang on to

a 5-3 victory.
The second gan1e was the postseason clincher, and BC remained
in cruise control as they cruised its
way past Antelope Valley with a
9-8 season-saving victory.
Alexis Rodriguez went 3-for-4
and singled in the bottom of the
seventh, wh ich brought in Felipe
for the game-winning run. "It has
been a rocky season," sophomore
Trinidad Lee said. "We've come a
long way and fought battles, and
to make playoffs since 2012, it's
big for our team and pretty exciting."
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Above: Mark Agbalog leaps over the hurdle with determination during the 400-rneter hurdles event. Below: Jonathan Oropeza makes a splash during the steeplechase on April 29.

Running with
Renegades
This past weekend, Bakersfield College hosted the Western
State Conference Finals on April
29 where 11 community colleges competed. This was the first
track meet held at BC since the
renovation of the track surface
last month. The meet had a variety of delays, which kept the officials after the meet was over to
review the times and finishes.

Attend an
Information Session
Wednesday, May 18, 2016
at6PM

Earn Your Bachelor and Associate
Degrees at the Same Time
• Bachelor's, Master's and Doctoral Programs
in Business and Education
• Now offering th e B.A. in Accounting
• Accelera ted Degree Programs,
Four Ten-Week Terms Per Year
• Flexible Scheduling, Online Course Options
• Affordable, Non-Profit University Since 1891

Above: BC's Kassidy Murphy takes off while reaching for the pass from teammate Tyra
Saunders during the 4x400 relay. Top right: Juan Corrales vaults over the bar during the
WSC finals hosted at BC's newly resurfaced track on April 29.

