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Plans for "Better BC" will see demolition of
several buildings beginning summer of 2018
By Melissa Puryear
Managing Editor

Bakersfield College will continue
to roll out the next phase of plans
for campus parking improvements,
partial demolitions and construction
beginning this month and continuing throughout the entire summer of
2018, while student traffic is light.
The changes will continue into the
fall semester where the modifications
should be noticeable to retuning students. The goal is to complete the
smaller projects to be followed by the
continual introduction of larger, staggered construction projects over the
next five to seven years.
Thomas J. Burke, Kern Community College District’s Chancellor
said that of the $503 million Measure
J bond, BC was approved for $415
million. This will continually provide
for the renovation, construction and
remodeling projects which will modernize the buildings and grounds on
campus.
Bill Potter, Director of Maintenance and Operations at BC, is overseeing the planning and execution of
the multi-million-dollar project. He
said that this could take up to seven
years to complete. As project phases
are announced, students can expect
some slight transitions and changes
to the locations of services and classrooms, but first, the parking lots will
be completed.
Potter said, “Our goal is to finish
[the parking lots] at the end of August. We’re going to up the workforce
on them during the summer, that
was our goal, [it’s] why we took one
[parking lot] off at the beginning of
this year, so we can try to get back
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An illustration of what the future $31 million-dollar Campus Center is proposed to like once it is completed in June 2021.
[that time] in the fall when it’s a little
bit busier and get the student lots up
and going.”
However, one of the proposed
parking lots in the renovation plans is
a completely new addition to campus.
According to Potter the plan to transform two soccer fields located on
Haley into a 900-stall student parking
lot won’t happen for four more years.
When the final parking lot project is
complete though, it will create a con-

venient access point at the entrance of
campus for students and visitors.
It will also be located on levelground, which eliminates students
having to walk uphill and affords a
shorter walking distance to classrooms, according to Potter. Eventually the two soccer fields will be moved
to the corner parking lot at Haley and
University Avenue. This swap will
add an additional 400 parking stalls
on campus overall.

BC's first graduating class
for Industrial Automation

The partial demolition of the
Campus Center (CC) will begin this
month. Potter said, “by building the
new building we can bring in the technology, and we can bring the building
up to current fire codes.”
This partial demolition will mean
that half of the current center will
be torn down and followed up by
construction and remodeling phases
over time. The new center calls for
a three-story building construction

and is projected to be completed by
June 2021, at the cost of $30 million,
according to the Facilities and Construction Group Monthly Report for
BC released in March 2018.
Most buildings on campus will get
major renovations and internal upgrades over the next few years with
the remodel conducted in a staggered
fashion. When that renovation phase
begins on buildings which house
campus classrooms, the gymnasium

will be used as a swing space to hold
temporary classes. By staggering the
renovation and remodel project, it allows construction crews to go through
one building-at-a-time to improve
them, and at the same time allow
BC students to continue to get their
educations without eliminating any
courses. The fully executed construction, remodel, and renovation plans
will be staggered out across several
years, with a new gym built in the
existing Physical Education building.
BC’s current Science and Engineering building will be torn down
and a new three-story building will
be built. The demolition and construction project for the Science and
Engineering building will begin next
summer. The cost to build the 68,000
square foot space with modular labs,
will be $65 million and is scheduled
to be completed by the fall of 2021.
Potter said that there is a need to construct newer spaces. The way that
science and engineering are taught
have changed since the buildings
were originally built in 1954, “So, it’s
cheaper to build a new building than
to try to turn the 1954 lab into labs for
this century,” he said.
Other improvements will include
campus-wide ceiling tile and flooring
replacement. These improvements
are scheduled to begin in the Language Arts and Center for Student
Success this month and will completed in late December. Window
coverings, phases II and III will also
begin this month, and be completed
in December, according to the Facilities and Construction Group Monthly
Report released in March 2018.
Plans to relocate the Veteran’s Center will include a temporary move to a
Please see BETTER BC, Page 7

BC's AG Club holds its 13th Annual
Garden Fest for any and all to enjoy

By Issy Barrientos
Reporter

The first seven students to earn an
industrial bachelor’s degree at Bakersfield College will graduate at the
next commencement ceremony on
May 11.
Manuel Fernandez is one of the
professors who had a hand in starting
the bachelor degree of science at BC.
Fernandez said that having a fouryear degree in Industrial Automation
means that someone is ready to enter the work force as an automation
specialist, operations manager, and a
variety of roles between the two. He
continued to say that they have more
skills than an hourly technician and
or maintenance person as well as the
skills for leadership or management.
“And you are dealing with cutting
edge systems,” Fernandez added.
He described an industrial operator
as someone who oversees the people
that keep systems working by mechanics. They make schedules and approval overtime as well as run projects.
“Basically they are supervisors,” he
said.
The classes are very hands on as
one of the freshmen or sophomore
classes involves students building circuits, and using sensors and scopes.
They have industry specific hardware, not just simulations and legos.
While a student is working towards
their associate’s degree they can take
the general education courses and the
lower division courses. One needs to
put in another application to take the
junior and senior courses for the B.S.
degree.
“You can definitely come in and
start your path towards the bachelor’s
degree without meeting any other
requirements just like you could if
you were pursuing any other associ-
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The first seven graduates of the Industrial Automation program.
ates’ of science,” Fernandez said.
Kori Masilon, a BC student since
2011, is one of the seven graduates.
When she enrolled at BC she did not
know what she wanted to do. It was
when she took the Introduction to Engineering class that she heard about
the upcoming bachelor’s in science
program.
According to Masilon they are
there to bridge the gap between theoretical engineers and the maintenance
crew. “We don’t have as much theory
knowledge as engineers and not quite
as much hands on as technicians.”
She said they geared the students to
more management positions.
“If you’re transferring then you
don’t really have a degree yet so it
would have taken even longer to actually achieve getting a bachelor’s
degree and more expensive,” Masilon
said.
Her plans after graduating are to

gain experience working in the industry. She hopes she gets invited to
work on a team for Tasteful Selections, a company she did her senior
project with, or Wonderful Almonds.
Another one of the seven is Armando Gutierrez. He also has an internship at Tasteful Selections, a potato
company.
He has attended BC for a for a while
and first heard about the bachelor’s
program when he was just finishing
his associate’s degree in electronics
technology. Gutierrez said he “decided to stay in school a bit longer in
order to achieve it.” When he started
to attend BC he did not know what
he wanted to be involved in, but when
he started to learn more about electronics and technology he knew he
wanted to be involved in it.
“If you love learning about technology, you will love the Industrial
Automation field,” Gutierrez said.

At the 13th Annual Garden Fest one of the vendors, Succulent, displays different types of plants.
Alexis Pedroza
Reporter

Bakersfield College held their 13th annual Garden Fest on April 21 in the Renegade Parks here on campus. All
clubs and departments at BC were encouraged to promote their organization. This included free admission and
parking for all those in attendance. There were numerous vendors that sold a variety of things such as plants, food,
T-shirts and other fun souvenirs.
People in attendance were also able to take advantage of the opportunity to take free gardening and culinary art
seminars. This was a very family oriented event and many families from all over the community came to check out
the fest.
“I enjoy being able to take out my kids to events like these,” said local resident Melissa Sosa.
“They enjoy being outside, especially on a nice day like this.”
Visitors were also able to experience a special presentation called ‘Throwdown with Chef John Mcfee’, this involved 3 other top culinary art students here at BC.
They provide many impressive cooking tips using different plants at the festival.
Other vendors sold organic products like honey and jams that people enjoyed. Bakersfield College clubs were also
present providing interesting information to everyone at the event. This was a great opportunity for clubs and departments to grow their organization and increase membership.
People enjoyed music and other fun activities that this year’s Garden Fest provided to them and their families. Attendee, Maria Chavez also described her experience at the fest.
“I would recommend anyone to come and participate because there’s many things to see” Chavez said. “I’m having fun.”
There was also a raffle that guest could partake in and win cool prizes such as a Outdoor Fun Family Package and
Pamper Me Basket.
The winners this year were Rosalee Pogue and Chris Schorr.
Overall this year’s Garden Fest went smoothly and had a decent turnout.
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Lactation booths can be found around campus
By Issy Barrientos
Reporter
Bakersfield College recently added
lactation booths around campus to
give parents privacy and sanitation
when feeding their children.
Nicky Damania, the director of student life, said the booths were implemented in accordance to Title IX.
Title IX says parents need to be
given an area to feed their children.
Damania said, “It’s not just for females, it can be for males as well, it’s
a place to go here instead of having
to pump food for their children, or to
feed their children.”
Currently, there are three lactation
booths on campus; one in the cafeteria near a dish room sign, another in
the day care center, and in the first
floor of the Language Arts building.
Janet Colderrone, the receptionist at the day care center at BC, was
unaware of the other lactation booths.
Colderrone said throughout the semester the booth has been used about
three times. She said the booth has
been around since the middle of last

Hello,
mamas!
Please enJoy the Mamava lactation pod. A clean, comfortable,
private spot to pump or nurse. Download our app to find Mamava
suites and other pumping and breastfeeding friendly locations.

Cwt-I •#MM
We k ncll/ ,) I
Clean up any drips or spills.
• Save diaper changes for the restroom. Mamavas are for pumping or breastfeeding only.
Help us make this e,per ience even better. Let us know what you think at mamava.com.
• Spread the love by tagging us in a photo following us on lnstagram @mamava__vt,
Twitter @mamava, and liking us on Facebook.

• Tell empl~rs. f!lcility operators, a11d customer services #IWlntMyMamava.
• Relax You dasenie It
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A sign welcomes mothers to the new lactation booths placed
around BC and reminds users to clean up after themselves.
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A look inside one of the new Bakersfield College lactation booths
located inside the cafeteria next to the Dish Room side.

semester or “just barely.”
The lactation room is located inside the supervisor’s room. Inside the
room there are two chairs for a parent to choose from when they feed
their child and a small table. Leticia
Cabrera-Mendoza, the supervisor for
the day care center, said that whoever
uses the booth needs to sign in and
clean up after themselves when they
are finished. Cabrera-Mendoza also
did not know the location of the other
two.
The booth in language arts is one of
the unoccupied rooms. The privacy
of the room is a sheet of paper that
covers the majority of the window.
Inside the room is a table and a chair.
Goretty Angulano, a parent and
worker at the day care center, feels
that the lactation booths are good. She
said that she would use the booths if
she were to have another child.
She said it is the parents job to give
breast milk as it gives the child nutrients. Angulano said breast milk gives
more nutrients than formula and it
also provides a chance to bond with
the child.

“Kern Town Hall Uncensored” presents Republican and Democratic candidates
discussing gun control, mental health, free universal healthcare, and more
By Jenny Brito
Web & Social Media Editor
“Kern County Town Hall Uncensored” presented Republican and
Democratic candidates facing each
other at the Bakersfield Music Hall of
Fame on April 27.
The event was moderated by
Richard Beene, host of The Richard
Beene Show, and Leticia Perez, Kern
County Supervisor. They mentioned
that most of the questions were sent
by local Democratic and Republican
youth, and the rest were written by
party leaders.
The idea behind the event was to
have candidates answering questions
and participating in debates. Unfortunately, many of the candidates were
by themselves as their opponents did
not show up. “You can make your
own conclusions from that,” Perez
said.
The first candidate on the stage was
Donny Youngblood, who is running
for sheriff and identifies as a Republican. He has been sheriff for the last
12 years and said that Kern County
needs a lot of changes.
One of the first questions posed to
Youngblood was regarding his views
on gun regulation. His answer was
straightforward.
“I live and breathe the Second
Amendment.” He added that he
would represent the people who put
him in office and support the right to
bear arms.
Youngblood was asked to speak
about his department’s approach to
mental health, which is a topic that
has received more attention after recent mass shootings. He shared that
jails have become de facto mental
health institutions, and he has worked
hard to change that.
“A lot of people are there with
mental health issues I can’t even describe to you. We are able to stabilize
and get them on medication, but once
they are out, there is no follow up.
Then, they feel better and quit taking
their medication, and soon find themselves back in jail,” he explained.
Youngblood also discussed deputies’ training to de-escalate situations.
He argued that while they have training, the law gives officers the ability
to protect themselves. “The officer

doesn’t have to wait to see if he or she
gets shot,” he concluded.
Another candidate was Scott Spielman, a Republican, who is running
for the position of Kern County District Attorney. He has a military background, which he argued gave him
the discipline and determination to
take on the job.
Perez asked him about the reasons
for the high rates of minority incarceration and whether he agreed that
wealthy people get better treatment
in the justice system. He said that everybody, regardless of background,
is entitled to have representation,
and the public defender is in charge
of protecting their rights. However,
“the wealthy can often afford better
services, which may lead to better
results.”
He promised to follow his conscience and the law despite outside
influences. “The bigger the decision,
the higher the chances you will have
someone who doesn’t like it. I make
the right decision for the right reasons
knowing that people will be critical
of it anyway.”
The next person to take the stage
was Abigail Solis, a Democrat, who
is running for state senate. Despite not
being well-known, the crowd cheered
loudly as her name was called.
Solis defined herself as a local who
wants to bring more attention to the
county. “If we had a stronger voice
in Sacramento, we would get more
done. I decided to step up to become
that voice to get what we need,” she
added.
Solis is a Bakersfield College
alumnus and feels that rural communities are overlooked and in desperate need of resources. She added that
one of the issues families face is that
they cannot find jobs locally, which is
why she supports the highspeed rail
project.
“I understand that it’s a controversial subject, but I do support the
idea. I look forward to the day we
can travel from one place to another
much faster. It would provide betterpaying jobs for families of the central
valley who very much need it,” Solis
concluded.
Next, one of the few debates of the
night took place. The candidates were
Chad Loui and Brandon Martin, and
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Inside the Music Hall of Fame where the event took place.

Richard Beene (left) and Scott Spielman (right) pose for a photo.

they are running for the title of Superior Court Judge. Loui is a prosecutor, and Martin is an attorney and law
professor.
The two claimed to be good
friends. “Chad and I are friends, so
there won’t be a lot of fireworks tonight,” Martin said. However, things
got heated as they began to answer
questions.
Martin began by saying that he is
not “a one-trick pony.” Instead, he
has ample experience in the law field,
which is something that he felt his opponent lacked.
Louie responded that his commitment to one job showed determination, and his opponent’s claims were
not honest.
“My colleague says he is a law pro-

When asked about his main reason
for entering politics, he said that “God
is sick of the nonsense, he is sick of
what is happening in Sacramento.
I’m coming not to play around, but to
take care of God’s business.”
Tatum also emphasized the importance of investing in workforce quality and diversifying the economy.
Particularly, he believes that young
people should have greater opportunities such as internships to develop
their skills.
“They will take us beyond oil and
agriculture, so we need to focus on
them. I would focus on providing
more internships to introduce them to
technology and space exploration,”
Tatum shared.
Other candidates such as Cole

fessor, but he hasn’t even done it for
a year and only teaches one class. A
law professor is tenured, publishes,
and teaches full-time,” Louie said as
the audience laughed. He added that
Martin has never tried a case in court.
“He never tried a case but wants to be
a judge.”
Martin responded. “My title is
professor of law; that’s what I am.
Also, he says he has done thousands
of cases, but in the last years, he only
concluded three cases. Honesty is important.”
Another candidate who drew a lot
of applause was Pastor Greg Tatum,
who is running for the District State
Senate position. He is a U.S. veteran
with an extensive background in aviation.

McKnight, who is running for judge,
continued to talk about the economy
as well as the increase in crime in
Kern County.
“Over the last seven years, I have
seen the number and severity of gang
crime increase in this county. You
watch the news. Even little kids are
added to the list of crimes by gangs,”
he said in reference to the recent murder of a two-year-old child in Bakersfield.
The evening ended with a debate
between Mary Helen Barron, Tatiana Matta, and Wendy Reed, who
are running for U.S. Congress. The
three shared their passion for getting
involved in legislation related to gun
violence and opposition to the arming
of school teachers.

Community colleges announce partnership with
University of California in effort to increase transfer rates
By Miranda Defoor
Reporter
Community colleges across California are in a partnership with University of California (UC) campuses
to try to increase transfers to different
UCs.
The proposed Enhancing Student
Transfer memorandum is focused on

creating guaranteed admission for
eligible community college students
who are looking to transfer.
While six of the nine UC campuses
currently have transfer guarantee programs, the new transfer guarantee
will apply to all nine UC campuses.
The transfer rates have declined 1
percent since 2011 according to the
Public Policy Institute of California.

The Enhancing Student Transfer will be utilized by students who
have completed a UC pathway at
their community college and have the
needed GPA to transfer.
California Community College
chancellor, Eloy Ortiz Oakley, said in
a statement,
“Community college students who
transfer to UC campuses do as well,

or sometimes better, academically,
as students who start their studies at
a UC.”
Many community college students,
including Bakersfield College (BC)
students, transfer to Cal State University (CSU) campuses instead of UC’s.
According to the Public Policy Institute of California, the CSU transfer rate has grown 14 percent since

2011, showing the increase in CSU
transfers compared to the decrease in
transfers to UCs.
For most BC students, CSUB is
located closer to home, and paired
with the lower cost of tuition, it is
harder for transfer students to make
the choice of going to a UC instead
of a CSU.
Despite the high increase of trans-

fers to CSU campuses instead of
UCs, the current memorandum and
plans to increase transfers and admissions to UCs have been ongoing since
1996.
Because of the efforts to increase
transfers, transfers have begun to increase since 2013.
For more details, visit Bakersfield
College’s website.
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Kings, queens, & jesters for a weekend
By Paige Atkison
Reporter
Kings, queens, pirates, and court
jesters gathered together for the annual Medieval California Festival on
Saturday, April 21.
The event began as “King Charles”
and “Queen Caroline” lead a royal
procession of over 100 medieval
warriors. The festival royalty greeted
each of the festival goers as they entered the fairgrounds.
As more attendees and families piled in, actors from the group
“Horseman of the Judgement Keep”
prepared to perform a lifelike medieval battle with 75 actors.
The largest crowds gathered for
jousts and full-contact battle shows.
There were three joust shows, each
drawing large crowds packed with
families.
The festival had shows and activities for young children as well as
adults.
The acting troupe “Under the
Black Flag” is a professional pirate
crew from Oregon. Their show includes a 40-foot pirate ship on which
the crew acts out battles. The actors
demonstrated fighting techniques for
the children and lead them in multiple
battles.
While kids played at “Under the

Mental Health: For mental
wellness and awareness

By Christina Benavides
Copy Editor
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Medieval enthusiast, Mike Scott, attends the Medieval California
Festival in full costume. The Medieval Festival takes place every
year in Bakersfield.
Black Flag,” the adults gathered
to watch the “Armored Combat
League.” This group of actors included a live combat show, in which

the actors use real swords and armor
during the show.
In between shows, festival goers meandered around the over 100
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A musician from the Renaissance-themed musical group called
“Joust Kidding” poses during a live performance. The Medieval
Festival takes place every year in Bakersfield.
vendors. Many of the vendors were
Medieval and Renaissance themed,
selling handmade swords, goblets,
and shields.

The festival commenced with armwrestling contest, costume contests,
and medieval music.

“Two Gentlemen of Verona” BC students will

graduate at the
104th ceremony

By Sabrina Lopez
Reporter
The play “The Two Gentlemen
of Verona” is running at the Empty
space theatre, from April 13 to April
28 at 8PM.
The two-hour long show was originally a piece written by the one and
only William Shakespeare but directed by Bakersfield Colleges own,
Professor Bob Kempf.
And Although this play is not as
popular as Shakespeare’s most successful achievement “Romeo and Juliet”, these two plays are very similar
(both first performed circa 1594).
Like Romeo and Juliet, this play
takes place in Verona, and involves a
character who is banished.
It also uses a friar’s quarters as a
sanctuary, and both have an romantically erratic young male character
who contrasts the stronger and ardent
female characters.
But unlike Romeo and Juliet, The
Two Gentlemen of Verona is one of
Shakespeare earliest comedies produced.
The play is about two Best Friends
Valentine, played by Nolan Long,
and Proteus, played by Carlos Vera.
They both end up pursuing the Duke
of Milan’s beautiful daughter, Silvia,
played by Mistie Peters.
Despite the fact that Proteus has a
girl back home waiting for him. So
things heat up when she arrives in
town the romance gets intertwined
and lines are blurred.
On Sunday, April 22 the Empty
Space Theatre celebrated the birth of

By Issy Barrientos
Reporter
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Antonio (Shaquille Hill ) speaking to his son Proteus (Carlos
Vega).
the Bard as he turned 454 years old!
The empty Space is also holding Pet supply drive during
the run of “The Two Gentlemen of Verona”, at 706 OAK St.
Food donations will go to help the
Bakersfield Pet food pantry that provides emergency Pet food to help
owners going through hardships to

care for their animals.
They ask for new or slightly used
blankets or towels and unopened
Bags or cans of pet food, and noted
that all donations will get entered in
for a raffle prize.
The next perfomance “Assassins”
will be featuted at the Empty Space
from May 18 to June 9.

On May 11, Bakersfield College
will hold its commencement ceremony to recognize the students
who completed the coursework
necessary to earn a degree and a trip
across the stage.
This commencement ceremony
will be the 104th graduation that
BC has administrated. It will also
feature the first graduation class of
the bachelor’s degree program in
Industrial automation.
To help graduating students, the
book store held a “Grad Fair” on
April 17 and 18. At this fair student
could buy cap and gowns as well as
have their picture taken.
The line to purchase the items
was not very long as the cashiers
moved customers at a seemingly
fast pace. Free food was provided at
the fair near the bookshelves.
BC President Sonya Christian
will speak at the ceremony.
One of the students that is graduating is Francis Hernandez. She was
an on/off student but has been full
time for the last two years. Hernandez’s major is radiology. Her
plans are to pass the boards so she

could get her license to be able to
work in the state. Hernandez would
like to work in any clinic site in Bakersfield.
Daniela Chavez is a two-year
student whose major is political
science and plans to go to California State University Bakersfield
(CSUB).
One psychology major that is
graduating is Sara Meina. She said
she enjoyed her time at BC quite
well. She like Hernandez has been
attending school intermittently for
three to four years. She knew that
she always wanted to be a psychology major. Her plans are to go to
CSUB.
Jorge Gutierrez is a four-year
student whose major is criminal
justice. He plans to work during the
summer and then go to CSUB. He
said that he had some good times
even though his time on campus
was long and at times boring. Gutierrez commuted between the main
campus and the Delano campus.
For more information about the
commencement ceremony, visit
www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/graduation/commencement.

“The Little Mermaid” impresses locals
By Diana Coronado
Reporter
On April 20 and 21 Independence
High School presented their own take
on the classic story of Disney’s “The
Little Mermaid,” directed by Heather
Brandon.
Friday night’s performance had
a full house; filled with endless applauses, laughs, and cheers all night
long.
Act I introduced Ariel (Emma
Taber), a 16-year-old mermaid who
has everything, but at the same time
feels empty because she felt there
was always something missing in her
life. With that came the desire to one
day be able to experience a human
life on earth.
On one of her many visits to the
surface with her best friend Flounder
(Tori Robertson), which is forbidden
by her over controlling father King
Triton (Nate Vega), she falls head
over heels for human Prince Eric
(Dylan Whitaker).
While she is away on her trip to the
surface, back at the castle, spontaneous Sebastian the crab (Aron Clugston) is getting the royal sisters ready
for their performance for their father
for a future event. When they realize

Prevention
methods

their youngest sister is missing, they
begin to express how annoyed they
are with how she does whatever she
wants, and King Triton lets her get
away with it.
After facing the consequences of
missing rehearsal, Ariel goes off to
her secret room where she keeps her
human treasures, as she sings “The
World Above” she fantasies of the
day when she can finally walk the
earth.
Days go by and Ariel makes her
daily trips to the surface. On this occasion, a huge storm puts in danger
the life of Prince Eric and his crew
members. As he falls over board Ariel
comes to his rescue and Eric begins to
awaken his hears the beautiful voice
of his savor; after that he is determined to find the girl with the angelic
voice.
It became more obvious to those
around Ariel that she was in love.
When they discovered it was actually
with a human word got back to her
father.
Furious with the news, he demands
that Ariel to stay away from him.
King Triton expressed why his hatred
for humans was so strong, it is because he believes they were the reason for Ariel’s mother’s death.

Furious with her father’s unfairness
and lack of trying to understand her,
Ariel turns to the dark side for help.
Her evil aunt Ursula (Cecilia Esquivel) makes a deal with her she couldn’t
refuse, in exchange for her to become
human Ariel had to give up her voice.
There was a twist to her deal though,
in order to remain human, she had
three days to get the prince to fall in
love with her and kiss her to seal the
deal. If she failed, she would have to
spend the rest of her days in the undersea with her evil aunt.
Act II begins with Ariel transformed into a human lying on the
beach, as Prince Eric comes to her
rescue taking her back to his castle to
take care of her.
Days go by and even though she
cannot speak that doesn’t stop Eric
from falling in love with her but is too
shy to make a move.
With time running out Sebastian
tries to help Ariel get that kiss, but of
course Ursula butts in and stops the
kiss from happening.
A ball is held to find a future wife
for Prince Eric. The catch is to find
out who was the girl with the angelic
voice that saved his life. Several princesses try to sing their way to his
heart but all fail to impress him.
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King Triton (Nate Vega) listening to Sebastian’s (Aron Clugston)
plans for his daughters’ performance.
As Ariel is about to sing she fails as
well because she is still missing her
voice, at that moment Ursula emerges to take Ariel. A fight emerges between the two as Ariel is able to rip
off Ursula’s neck a shell necklace that
contained her voice, as she breaks it
her voice is restored and Ursula is destroyed.
Before she was destroyed Ursula
confessed she was the one who killed
Ariel’s mother out of jealousy.
Now knowing this King Triton sees
how wrong he was about humans and
finally accepts his daughter’s wishes
of living a human life and grants his
blessing for her to live happy life on

earth with the love of her life Prince
Eric.
During the singing number “Under
the Sea” cast members went out into
the audience to pick out some of the
guests to dance and sing along with.
“I loved how we were able to sing
along to our favorite songs, brings
back a lot of childhood memories”
audience member Jennifer Ruiz said.
Anallely Sayas another guest, said
“This is by far one of the best performances I have ever seen, it made me
feel like I was watching the original
Disney version you need mad talent
to be able to do that, which they had I
loved every minute of it.”

There are many resources for
suicide prevention, and one of
my newest findings are crisis hotlines that are online or through
text. I believe this way is efficient
to those who might not be the
greatest at communicating on the
phone. Also, this benefits those in
the deaf community that are struggling with mental illness and need
a way to contact a professional for
help.
Our society today is heavily independent on social media, which
makes people more connected to
each other through the internet.
This goes hand in hand with the
crisis hotlines being online, making them available to anyone, and
it’s worldwide.
The different crisis hotlines
provide something for every type
of person. For example, it’s possible that a person might not use
a
telephone,
but have access
to the internet.
Most
libraries provide an
internet source
for free so the
availability of
these hotlines
online make it
more likely for
Christina
people to seek
Benavides
help.
Let’s be honest, we all have busy lives. We
don’t have time to call someone
on a hotline for over
an hour,
but with live chat lines, and texting lines there are more options.
There is an online chat support
line called “Lifeline Chat” and it
is located on suicidepreventionlifeline.org. According to the site,
a live counselor gives you advice
and provides you with helpful
resources. The chatline supports
over 150 languages, which benefits most people who decide to
use it.
From my experience using a crisis hotline, i did feel like i got help
after speaking to someone. I went
into the call feeling distressed and
upset. Towards the end of the call,
i definitely felt better. It helps to
vent about what you’re going
through with someone to avoid
you feeling worse later. There is
a huge difference in your overall mood when you confide in
someone and let everything out. A
weight slowly lifts off your shoulders. Your problems aren’t gone,
however you feel understood and
listened to. I strongly recommend
if you aren’t seeing a mental health
professional or taking medication
for your mental illness to reach out
to a crisis hotline.
If you’re more into apps, there
are several on your app store,
depending on if you have an android or apple device. One that i
find helpful is called TalkLife.
I have been using it for almost a
year now, and you can either write
posts anonymously or post directly from your profile. The app
is very active, and normally you
will get help from other members
of this community if you ask for
it. Something that i specifically
like about this app that a crisis hotline does not have is a community
of people who either are there to
solely help or to be helped because they are dealing with mental illness. I think it’s important
to talk to people who understand
what you’re dealing with because
for most people, it makes you feel
less alone.
You can also list on your profile whether you’re on the app to
help people or get help. I have
had great experiences with getting
help from people on there, and it
felt good to have a person listen
to me vent out all my frustration.
I have also helped others, which is
also rewarding itself.
There is also a section where
they list helpline numbers on the
app, including a button to make an
emergency call.
I believe any crisis hotline is
good for you if you need to talk
to someone. Even if you’re feeling suicidal, it will help. You can
even ask to speak to a different
counselor if you feel uncomfortable. Don’t hesitate to call a crisis
hotline if you need to.
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Locals enjoy poetry as
part of Sexual Assault
Awareness Month in April
By Hector Martinez
Reporter
Take Back The Mic, a community
awareness event, took place at the
Mercy Hospital Downtown Bakersfield during Sexual Assualt Awareness Month. Several members of the
public were given the opportunity to
deliver poems to those who attended
the event .
This event was presented by the Alliance Against Family Violence and
Sexual Assault. The event was held
was on April 19, from 6:30 p.m. to 9
p.m.
Cindy Lyday, who is the External
Affairs Manager of the Alliance said
that it was the first time that the alliance had hosted this type of event.
“Every year in April the Alliance
has an event because April is the Sexual Assault Awareness Month, and
they came up with the idea of Take
Back The Mic for this April,” said
Lyday.

Lyday said that the event was for
social awareness and everyone was
invited to participate to talk about
rape culture, molestation, and sexual
assault.
Lyday also said that it could have
been the case that some of the performers for the event are survivors
themselves, or they knew friends or
family members that are survivors.
“The point of tonight is to let them
have a forum where they can empower themselves… they get to speak
their truth tonight,” said Lyday.
Lyday said that the speakers sent
their poems, songs, or speeches to the
Alliance committee to review them
beforehand. This review process gave
the Alliance an idea of how much
time each poem, song, etc would take.
Members of the Alliance provided
audience members with brochures
about their services. The brochure
also included thier contact information and beneficial information that
they could be used in the future.
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The stage ready for performers with a painting of Jesus Christ
acting as the backdrop at the Take Back The Mic.

Drawings and ribbons for Sexual Assault Awareness Month for the
Take Back The Mic event.

Some of the services that they
provide for survivors of sexual assualut and domestic violence include
emergency housing. This emergency
housing is offered to those who are

self-defense classes to anyone.
Lyday also said that the Alliance is
already planning for their next event
for the October Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.

a victim of a violent situation. They
also provide counseling services to
victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault, and child abuse.
The Alliance also provides free

“Each year we partner with Channel 17 and have a barbeque,” said Lyday.
The Alliance’s next event will be
on Oct. 10 at Channel 17.

BCSGA hosts Pre-Commencement celebration
for LGBT students that will graduate in spring
By Paige Atkison
Reporter
The Bakersfield College Student
Government Association (BCSGA)
is hosting a Lavender Pre-Commencement Celebration for LGBT
students graduating this spring.
“Lavender Graduation is a cultural
celebration that recognizes LGBTQIA students of all races and ethnicities
and acknowledges their achievements
and contributions to the university as
students who survived the college
experience,” said Helen Acosta, the
Communication department chair.
The first Lavender Graduation
ceremony was started by Dr. Ronni
Sanlo, a mother who was not allowed

to attend her children’s’ graduation
ceremonies due to her being a lesbian, according to the Human Rights
Campaign.
The celebration will feature Whitney Weddell, a local LGBT advocate,
as the keynote speaker.
“When people think of the LGBTQIA community in Bakersfield,
they often think of Whitney,” said
Acosta.
“Whitney has been KHSD teacher
of the year twice, she is one of the
founders of Bakersfield LGBTQ, she
has worked for years with the high
schools to decrease bullying and build
Gay-Straight Alliances and today she
is running for the Kern County Board
of Supervisors.”

The BCSGA is expecting between
20 to 30 students to attend the event,
according to Nicky Damania, director
of the Office of Student Life.
Acosta noted that many of the
LGBT students to be celebrated before the ceremony are also community leaders.
Dean Welliver, a graduating student to be celebrated at the event,
focused his efforts on ensuring transgendered individuals have quality access to healthcare.
Belinda Lopez, who will also be
celebrated, is a member of the Kern
County Homeless Collaborative and
the founder of the Burrito Project, a
local organization that supports the
Bakersfield homeless community.

Melanie Cohen, another LGBT
student participating in the celebration helped develop the supplemental
instruction program in the Communication department and is the top
Communication student of 2018, according to Acosta.
“College is still significantly more
dangerous for LGBTQIA students
than for heterosexual cisgender [nontransgender] students,” said Acosta.
“Additionally, many students in
the LGBTQIA community wait to
come out until their 18 birthdays. As
a result of family rejection, many find
themselves suddenly homeless or
without the levels of family support
they had expected,” said Acosta.
“This is a huge problem because

it is very difficult to get financial aid
without family support until the age
of 23.
While there is a process people
can go through with our financial aid
office if their families have rejected
them, most don’t know about the process.
As a result, LGBTQIA students
often find themselves in serious financial trouble while they struggle to
complete their degrees.”
Acosta has also witnessed LGBT
students face adversity in the way
they are treated by some faculty at
BC.
“I have had some frank and serious
conversations with several instructors
who refused to call trans students by

their names, even after legal name
changes because BC never changes
email addresses that have the students’ dead names,” said Acosta.
A “dead name” refers to the now
discarded birth name of a transgender
individual.
“This is quite frustrating because
these same instructors often have no
problem calling a cisgender student
by a name they choose to use but, will
often discriminate against trans students because they don’t agree with
their existence,” said Acosta.
The Lavender Pre-Commencement
Celebration will be held from 1-2 pm
in the Fine Arts building on May 11.
For more information, visit Bakersfield College website.

Renegade Struggles:
Julie Gutierrez
We all have a struggle, and every person has a
different story. Each issue of The Rip will feature a student overcoming certain struggles to
gain an education and better their life.
By Fitzgerald Graves
Reporter
Julie Gutierrez, a Bakersfield
College student who is a Rad
Tech major, shared her story about
the multiple struggles she faced
in her life that led to academic
journey at Bakersfield College.
She is an only child, born to an El
Salvadorian mother who came to
America as un-documented and nonEnglish speaking immigrant, who
has since become a citizen. Gutierrez’s mother worked continuously to
support her and other family members, which left little time for her
to advance her own education. And
working 20 hours a day left minimal
time for sleep and even less time for
Gutierrez and her mother. She was
raised mainly by her aunt, who inherited the responsibility of taking
care for her grandparents. Her grandparents faced their own challenges
due to health and they all required
the support of Gutierrez’s mom, and
multiple jobs in order to survive.
This created a void in their relationship, that left her vulnerable to abuse.
This trauma left her feeling extremely hopeless and at the age of 13 she
made an attempt to end her life. Her
aunt was able to prevent her from
completing the act. This action also
created a space for her to disclose to
her family what had occurred that led
her to want to end it all. Once Gutierrez’s mother was aware what had

taken place she took swift action in
protecting her daughter and removed
her from a dangerous situation.
Gutierrez received years of counseling at her Berendo Middle School
and Bel Mont High school. She said,
“It helped with what it could help
with, but this type of trauma to a
young girl or a young boy stays with
you forever.”
This mother daughter duo was
almost inseparable, until Gutierrez
fell in love and got married April
2004. The union turned out to be
less than what she had expected. Her
husband was very abusive and due
to previous traumas in her life she
stayed in the situation feeling that
in some way it was caused by her.
There were two incidents of abuse
that occurred prior to the last incident in which she was forced to take
action to defend herself. She made
a decision that no amount of effort
is going to save this marriage. After
divorcing her husband, she and her
mother once again were reunited as
roommates and the educational opportunity given was heart-warming.
Living with her mom took some
readjusting and there were some residual issues that existed due to past
traumas, yet they knew that their
love and commitment to one another
would carry them through on this life
and Gutierrez’s educational journey.
She went back to school in 2010
majoring in rad tech at Bakersfield
College. Working for customer ser-

vice for a large cable service provider was a means to provide a living,
however from Gutierrez’s perspective there was minimal chance for
advancement without education. Not
interested in the field she chose a discipline she had passion for, RadTech.
After starting her classes at BC
she knew that her employer would
not accommodate a full course load,
so one class at a time was the initial
plan of action. Acquiring the needed
courses to qualify for the RadTechProgram a Bakersfield College in an
effective manner she would need to
take more units. It was then presented
by her mother that she would provide
the resources so she could quit working and focus on school full-time.
She was once again in control of
her academic progress and has not
slowed down. Taking courses such
as physics, calculus, and chemistry where she excelled. And recently Gutierrez received a letter of
acceptance to the Bakersfield College RadTech-Program, which she
will begin in June.
Gutierrez currently carries a 3.72
GPA at Bakersfield College and
anticipates finishing the RadTechProgram in two years and will complete the certification as well as,
other needed requirements at CSUB
Ridgecrest for an additional year. She
is currently a student worker with a
position as a public safety cadet as
she awaits the next phase of her education.
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Julie Gutierrez, a RadTech major, smiles and poses for the camera after sharing her story about the
some of the struggles she has faced in her life that led to her academic journey at Bakersfield College.
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The 18th Annual Renegade Pulse Health
Fair provides valuable resources to BC
By Hector Martinez
Reporter
The 18th Annual Renegade Pulse
Health Fair took place Bakersfield
College campus’ front lawn on April
18.
Many vendor, including GET bus
and Planned Parenthood, amongh
others, were on campus from 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m., G
The event was sponsored by the
Student Health and Wellness Center
and Bakersfield College’s Associate
Degree Nursing Program.
The Director of the Student Health
and Wellness Center, Raymond Purcell, said that the event is a longrunning tradition every spring at
Bakersfield College. He also said a
little of what the event was about.
“The event is to give knowledge
to our students about their health and
how companies such as GET bus,
Planned Parenthood, and others can
help them too,” said Purcell.
Purcell also said that many people
might have question, such as how a
company like GET bus can help improve the community’s health, given
that it is public transportation.
He added that when it comes to
health there are two important social
determinants of health.
The first social determinant of
health is literacy because with it you
can learn many important things, not
just health-related but also other important information, but it is hard to

have literacy without an education.
“The second is higher education.
The more members of a community
have a higher education the better the
health of the community will be by all
measures and metrics,” said Purcell.
Purcell said that if someone can’t
afford a car in order to help them obtain this higher education, the bus can
enable that access to their education.
He also said that public transportation
is a very green technology, so it not
only helps students but the environment as well.
Planned Parenthood was also there
to advise the Bakersfield College students about how pregnancy can disrupt their education.
Purcell said that pregnancy often
can become a complete disruption
of a student’s academic process, and
some students might not even come
back after the pregnancy.
Purcell said that this year’s Renegade Pulse Health Fair had a little
more than 40 local health companies
giving health-related information to
students, and they were not being
charged for being there.
“We don’t pay vendors for being
here, and we also don’t charge them
a fee for being here on campus,” Purcell said.
Purcell said that for the next event
the Student Health and Wellness
Center will be partnering up with the
library and have De-Stress Fest, and
it will be the fourth semester that the
event takes place at BC.
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The BC Health Hut and the Student Health and Wellness Center host inofrmation booths at the BC
Pulse Heatlth Fair, providing information to BC students on April 18 on the front lawn of campus.
Purcell said that the main reason
why this event started to happen was
because in 2016 Bakersfield College
had conducted a survey of 15,000

students and the top five reasons students reported that were impacting
them academically were predominantly mental health factors.

The Miracle Mutts of Marley’s
Mutts are being contacted so they
can attend for this event that will take
place on May.

Karla Gutierrez
Photo Editor

Even with technical difficulties, a “mic drop,” Beatles music, and a surprise
entrance from the BC Chambers Singers, the BC Jazz performed at the indoor
theater on April 27 in what was almost a full house. Before starting the concert
Kris Tiner, the director of the BC Jazz, welcomed everyone and thanked them
for coming.
He introduced five students, three of whom have been inducted into the jazz
studies program. The concert started with three pieces. Miguel Mejia (on electric guitar), Crystyan Cruz-Mata (on tenor saxophone), Anthony Rodriguez (on
drums), Jose Cid (trumpet), and Joshua Faria (on bass) were all introduce as BC
Jazz Combo.
After the BC Jazz Combo were done playing their program, they went straight
to the Beatles repertoire. Before every song, Tiner would talk a bit about the song
and would mention the little changes they made to the music. Tiner stated that all
these songs that were played, were arranged by three people.
Laura May Booker, Kareem Lopez, and Hailee Lopez would be switching in
singing the songs with the BC Jazz. They played songs from “Can’t Buy Me
Love” to “Eleanor Rigby.” They ended the program with “Hey Jude” which feaKARLA GUTIERREZ / THE RIP
tured the BC Chamber Singers.
Walking in and out of the indoor theater were art that were made for this con- Kris Tiner, music director,
cert. However, the art chosen for the concert poster was made by a BC Graphic welcoming the audience
Design student Kate Palmbach and Professor Adel Shafik.
to the BC Jazz concert.

M.E.Ch.A and SGA organize
a memorial for Jesus Nieto
In honor of the late Jesus “Jess”
Gilberto Nieto, who passed away on
September 21, 2017 at 70 years old,
BC student organization M.E.Ch.A
and SGA organized a memorial conference to remember Nieto and his
accomplishments as a member of the
Bakersfield community and Bakersfield College.
A Bakersfield College alumnus
and pioneer of Chicano studies at
BC, Nieto taught the first Chicano
History course in the fall of 1971.
He also oversaw the development of
over a dozen Chicano related courses
in 1974 and institutionalized the Chicano Cultural Center at Bakersfield
College. He also acted as the advisor
of the United Mexican Students club
and organized a trip to Mexico for 15
student from BC to study as a part of
the project M.E.C.H.I.C.A.
Before his passing in 2016, BC
President Sonya Christian recognized
Nieto for his contributions to BC and
was inducted into the BCSD Hall of
Fame.
Members of M.E.Ch.A, the BC student body and faculty were invited to

honor and remember Nieto. Among
the speakers and invited guests at the
memorial conference were former
and current M.E.Ch.A members, as
well as BC faculty. The memorial
conference ended with a talk on the
book “Starving for Justice” with its
author from UC Santa Barbra. Dean
Cornelio Rodriquez opened the panel
with a welcoming address, as he recognized faculty members involved
in Chicano Studies at BC and commented on the “then and now” at Bakersfield College.
“It’s not easy being Chicano or
Chicana,” shared Rodriquez as he
spoke about his own personal experiences as a child, “we are all here today because it’s still not easy being
Chicano or Chicana.” He continued
by commenting on Nieto’s accomplishments and contributions which
paved the way for BC today.
The memorial conference continued with the introduction of current
and former M.E.Ch.A members and
a panel discussion, where both generations discussed current and past
issues.Among the panelists was current M.E.Ch.A members Dezi Von
Manos and Emmanuel Limaco, 2002
M.E.Ch.A members Leon Arrellano

Professional Wrestling Culture: From a fan’s perspective
Karla Gutierrez
Photo Editor

BC Jazz concert perform the
Beatles at Indoor Theater

By Alexandra Apatiga
Editor-in-Chief

Childhood
Dream

and Selen Magaña, and 1972 BC
M.E.Ch.A co-founders Louie CruzBeltran and Debra Beadle Rivera.
During the panel which took a portion of the conference each of the
panelist brought up issues, both past,
persisting and current, that Chicanos everywhere were facing. Manos
spoke of the importance of having
a voice for students on campus and
how impactful being recognized can
be.
“Today M.E.Ch.A is recognized
among the students at BC as a highly
involved organization and we hope to
bring that representation from BC to
the community” said Manos.
Arrellano, one of the 2002
M.E.Ch.A members, spoke about
Chicano studies and how it saved his
life living in the LA area. “Chicano
studies is a CPR kit for city youth,”
said Arrellano as he shared his school
experiences and how Chicano studies
helped him find his identity.
“We can disrupt the pipeline of
institutions with the power of knowledge, and with Chicano studies especially one can learn where they came
from and who they are.”
Of the M.E.Ch.A founders, Rivera
talked about Nieto and the influence
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The BC Jazz, directed by Kris Tiner, performing the Beatles at the
Indoor Theater.
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At the Jess Nieto Memorial Conference Dean Cornelio Rodriquez
speaks about the Chicano experience.
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During the memorial conference honoring Jess Nieto, the audience
stands up and cheers in honor of Nieto’s accomplishments.
he had on her and many other.
“Nieto taught us and remined us
to always be inclusive” said Rivera.
She continued by acknowledging the
many issues facing today’s generation before encouraging the room to
stand up and chant together in honor
of Nieto.
Rivera and the panelists along with
many in the crowd began chanting,
“Se viva Jess! Se viva M.E.Ch.A!”
Shortly after the discussion, faculty

shared current projects on Chicano
studies from the activism of Nieto in
the 1980s to 2017, to the history of
the United Farm Workers and even
Chicano history in Bakersfield.
The panel came to a close with a
discussion on the book, “Starving for
Justice: Hunger Strikes, Spectacular
Speech, and the Struggle for Dignity,” with UC Santa Barbara Chicano
studies professor Ralph ArmbrusterSandoval.

When kids were kids back in
the day and actually wanted to be
something in life other than famous, they would say they would
want to be a doctor, a firefighter,
or even president. Well that wasn’t
my case at all. When someone
would ask me what I wanted to be,
I would say I want to be a professional wrestler. That dream is still
with me to this day.When I was
younger, it sucked to have this
dream and not being able to tell
anyone because I always felt like
I would be criticized for it. Keeping it a secret from my parents for
a decade was probably the hardest
part. Honestly, if it was my decision I wouldn’t be in college right
now, but here I am.
I knew I wanted to be a pro
wrestler since the moment I saw
it on TV. When I saw CM Punk, a
former pro wrestler, on WWE television, I was hooked on not only
wrestling,
but on wanting to make
a career out
of it. However, I came
into a conflict
with my older
brother.When
10-year-old
me told him Karla Gutierrez
that I wanted
to be a wrestler, he had told me
that he wanted to be a wrestler;
however, he had said that if I wanted to be a pro wrestler, he wasn’t
going to be a pro wrestler. When
he told me that, I felt like I had to
give up on my dream just to make
him happy.
My brother and I would share
an Xbox account, so when I would
play a WWE game and create a
wrestler, my brother would see
it. When he was gone, I would
make my own wrestler and use
her in some matches, but delete
her after. It would suck because I
sometimes spent hours on creating
my character. For some reason, I
just couldn’t give up on wanting
to become a wrestler.Seeing that
my brother was slowly losing his
passion for wrestling and finding a
love for music, I thought that was
my ticket to the door. When I was
about 13, I admitted to him that I
didn’t care whether he wanted to
become a wrestler or not, but I
wasn’t going to let my dream die
and become a wrestler. He surprisingly approved and has been my
number one supporter since then.
All through high school, I knew
that I was going to go straight to
wrestling school. When people
would mention the word “college”
to me, I would turn the other cheek
because I knew I wasn’t going to
go to college. It was interesting to
see people stress about high school
knowing that they were going to
go off to some high level college
or community college. It seemed
like I had my life all figured out,
but reality hit me when my mom
noticed that I hadn’t filled out any
college application. She asked me
if I was going to continue my education after I graduated from high
school and I looked at her and told
her no.
I knew I had broken her heart.
She went on about her tough life
and that she didn’t move to America for me to waste my life. She
gave me the choice of either finding a job before the next academic
school year started (Fall 2016),
apply for college, or she was going to kick me out of the house.
She was not bluffing. Next thing
you know, I filled out my application to BC. Even though I have
fallen in love with my major of
Journalism and want to become a
broadcast journalist, my heart is
still with being a pro wrestler. Last
year, my mother actually gave me
permission to pursue my dream,
however she was worried about
the “long drive” from Bakersfield
to Los Angeles, so she told me no
again.Knowing that she approves
of it though makes me work harder
for my goal. My last message is
if you want to pursue something
that might sound insane. Do it. It
doesn’t matter about the time it
takes, as long as you get to your
destination it will make it all worth
it. As Daniel Bryan said it best, “if
you fight for your dreams, your
dreams will fight for you.”
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Movie Review

“A Quiet Place” meets expectation
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By Hector Martinez
Reporter
The film “A Quiet Place” directed
by John Krasinski, was released on
April 6, and I just recently went to see
it for the first time on April 21.
I really like horror and suspenseful
movies, so that is one of the reasons
why I went to see this film. I had seen
trailers of it and it seemed a decent
movie, but it was better than what I
had thought it would be.

The film is about some creatures on
Earth, and if someone makes a noise
either by talking or with an object
these creatures will kill the person.
The main cast for the film starts
with John Krasinski as Lee Abbott,
an engineer who tries to protect and
survive with his family from some
creatures killing human beings. Emily Blunt is Evelyn Abbott, his wife,
and mother of Lee’s kids.
Evelyn and Lee have three kids
Marcus Abbott (Noah Jupe) is the

oldest, Regan Abbott (Millicent Simmonds) is their only daughter and is
also deaf, Beau Abbott (Cade Woodward) is the youngest son.
Krasinski directed the film and also
to starred in it, which is something
that I really enjoyed.
Simmonds who plays as Abbott’s
family deaf daughter is also deaf in
real life, and I thought that was a really interesting fact.
The Abbott’s family only method
of communication is through sign

News

language because it is difficult to talk
without the creatures hearing them,
and also because without sign language their daughter won’t be able to
understand them. The only way that
they can talk is when there is a louder
noise around them, or another method is when they are underground.
For a filmmaker to really come up
with a film like this where he needs to
communicate to the audience without
speaking is very difficult but he and
the actors did an incredible job doing
so.
The film starts with day 89 after the
chaos began to happen. That is really
well thought of because the director
did not begin with day one. Instead,
he shortens all that work of trying to
explain to the audience how it all began.
The director begins with day 89
by making the audience see how this
family has managed to survive all
those days.
This film really steps aside from
many other thriller films I have seen
so far. The director did not have the
typical people making the wrong
decision and getting killed by them.
Every scene really looks well thought
out.
It is really recommended for anyone who has not yet gone to see it.
Trust me, it really is worth watching.

*****

Restaurant Review

My first impression of “The Texas
Roadhouse” was entertaining
By Melissa Puryear
Managing Editor
The Texas Roadhouse, with its
new spin on steakhouse grub and
entertainment, just opened its doors
on April 9 in Bakersfield. Texas
Roadhouse is conveniently located
in the Valley Plaza Shopping Center’s northwest corner parking lot, at
Ming and Wible and boasts of a spacious near wrap-around parking lot.
This trend to move toward functional
parking spaces really adds value for
diners like me who like flexibility
when eating out. I don’t like to feel
pressured by eating time constraints
in exchange for probable parking,
which can be a problem at many restaurants in Bakersfield. The seating
is another bonus that this steakhouse
offers. With an approximate capacity
of 250 people, that’s a lot of seating.
When I arrived, wait staff was already lined up at the entrance to seat
diners as quickly as they entered. By
4:30 p.m. the dining was at or near to
capacity and the wait staff performed
their first signature line dance to “All
Jacked Up” by Gretchen Wilson. Every aisle way had staff line dancing
to choreographed moves. There are
a total of three country songs with
three separate choreographed line
dances that are performed for diners each hour. The other two dances
include Rednex’s “Cotton-Eye Joe”
and Cowboy Troy’s “I Play Chicken
with the Train.” Each table includes a
complimentary bucket of salty roasted peanuts. I was greeted by my waiter Shade, who took my order within
two minutes of being seated. I chose
the $9.99 - 16 oz. sirloin steak with
two sides- a loaded baked potato, and
macaroni and cheese.
My food was ready in less than 10
minutes. The meal was served with

endless made-from-scratch and freshfrom-the-oven dinner rolls.One thing
about steakhouses, based on so many
personal experiences, I have rarely
had a great steak experience. Usually
my steaks are too tough, taste old, or
are overdone. I wasn’t holding out
too much hope to have a fresh-cut,
cooked tender sirloin come to the
table. To my surprise, my steak was
just as I had requested. It cut smooth
like chocolate cake and was as tender
as filet mignon. Sadly, the mac and
cheese missed the mark. It’s a Kraft’s
boxed mac and cheese product, not
the made-from-scratch I expected.
This was my only disappointment.
I did speak with the manager Jessica Rodriguez who said the mac and
cheese dish is from then kid’s menu,
which I found out only after my meal
arrived. My waiter had failed to tell
me this when I had asked about mac
and cheese. It was a small hiccup, but
I wish that they would have offered
to exchange it for something more
palatable, especially adult-palatable.
I tried one of their signature margaritas and I settled on the melon
margarita, which came with a clear
plastic shot tube of Patron that was
placed inside of the margarita. Their
version of the melon margarita to me
tasted almost like a melon rainbow
sherbert-liquored smoothie. It had
a slightly thicker consistency than
what an ordinary margarita would
have, without the watery iciness. It
reminded me of those sherbert push
up frozen pops I used to love when I
was a kid. I did discover the secret to
my delicious steak a bit later. Texas
Roadhouse prides itself in serving
only fresh meat that has never been
frozen. Something else I discovered
is they will serve up any size specialty-cut steaks and charge you based on
its ounces. There’s an additional cost
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Entrance of the Texas Roadhouse on Ming Ave. and Wible Lane.
of approximately $1.69 per ounce, so
you’ll want to inquire as to the total
cost of your steak prior to placing
your order to avoid surprises when
the bill arrives. Overall, I was really
impressed by the quality of the meat,
the price of my sirloin steak dinner
and its taste. At $9.99 for the early
bird special, which they run as a standard Monday through Friday from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m., it is quite a savings for
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the budget-conscientious spender and
allows more spending flexibility to
try a new drink you’ve never had and
weren’t brave enough to try.
I was also impressed with the entertainment and attention to service.
This will not be my last visit. With a
$9.99 daily special during the week
and line dancing to learn, you’ll probably find me there.

Bakersfield College is now smoke-free, and people are no
longer allowed to smoke tobacco on campus.

Campus Events
May 04: Law Day Conference 2018 at the Edward
Simonsen Performing Arts Center (Indoor Theater) from 8:30
a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 05-11: Final Exams
May 05: Bakersfield Women’s Empowerment Summit at the
Fireside Room and Cafeteria from 8 a.m. to noon.
May 05: Street Soccer Tournament at the Tennis Courts from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
May 09: Retiree Reception at the Fireside Room from
9-11:30 a.m.
May 11: African American Pre-Commencement Celebration
at the Edward Simonsen Performing Arts Center (Indoor
Theater) 3:30-5 p.m.
May 11: Veterans Pre-Commencement Celebration at the
Levan Center from 3:30-5 p.m.
May 11: Industrial Automation Baccalaureate Degree PreCommencement Celebration at the Renegade Park from
4:30-6 p.m.
May 11: Commencement
May 11: End of spring semester
May 14: Financial Aif Satisfactory Academic Progress Appeal
Summer Orientation at CSS #151 from 4-5 p.m.
May 24: Herb Alpert and Lani Hall at Outdoor Theater from
8-10 p.m.
May 28: Memorial Day Holiday
July 04: Independence Day Holiday
August 10: Summer Session Ends

Off Campus Events
May 03: 2018 Read for Life Celebration at the Petroleum
Club of Bakersfield from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
May 03: Bike Road to Commuter Stand at CSUB from 6-9
a.m.
May 03: Annual Seton Spring BBQ at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish from 5:00 p.m. to midnight
May 03: “Little Shop of Horrors” at the Stars Theatre
Restaurant from 7:30-10 p.m.
May 04: First Friday at downtown from 5-9 p.m.
May 04: CHP Central Division Applicant Preparation Program Workout Bakersfield at 9001 Ashe Road from 6-9 a.m.
May 04: 9th annual “Send a Kid to Camp” Luncheon at the
Outback Steakhouse from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 04: The Lobby is Back! at the Temblor Brewing
Company from 8:30-11:30 p.m.
May 04: Music and Comedy Night with Scott Dirkse at Stockdale High School Auditorium from 7-9 p.m.
May 05: Factory Daries Talk at the Hodel’s Country Dining
from 8-9:45 a.m.
May 05: Relay For Life at Kern County Fairgrounds from 9
a.m. to noon.
May 05: StarHorse Gallery Grand Opening at StarHorse
Gallery from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
May 05: Free Comic Book Day at Silver Wolf Comics and
Collectibles from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
May 05: Just For Kids and Family Day at the Buena Vista
Museum of Natural History & Science from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
May 05: Glitch Feat ???? at Barmageddon from 7 p.m. to
2:00 a.m.
May 05: 2018 Stampede Days Rodeo - PRCA Pro Rodeo at
the Kern County Fairgrounds from 5-10 p.m.
May 05: Skillz Day at the Kern County Museum from 1-3
p.m.
May 05: Evening with American Heroes at Private Residence
from 6:30-11 p.m.
May 08: Karaoke at Rusty’s Pizza from 6:30-9:30 p.m.
May 09: PAW Patrol Live, “Race to the Rescue” at Rabobank
Arena from 10 a.m to noon.
May 10: Cherry Fest at Murray Family Farms at The Big Red
Barn @ Murray Family Farms from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
May 10: 10th annual RED Day at Kern Patriot Partnership
from 9 a.m. noon.
May 18: Bidi Bidi Bakersfield 2018 at the Elements Venue
from 8 p.m. to midnight
May 20: The Tamburitzans Bring New Show “Passages” to
Bakersfield at the Fore Theatre at CSU Bakersfield from 2-5
p.m.
May 25: Temblor Brewing Presents: Chelsea Williams w/
The Sheriffs

*****
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The Renegade Rip is produced by Bakersfield
College journalism classes and is circulated on
Wednesdays during the fall and spring semesters.
The newspaper is published under the auspices
of the Kern Community College District Board
of Trustees, but sole responsibility for its content
rests with student editors. The Rip is a member of
the California Newspaper Publishers Association,
Associated Collegiate Press, and California
Colleges Media Association.

Editor-in-Chief.............Alexandra Apatiga
Managing Editor.............Melissa Puryear
Web & Social Media Editor.....Jenny Brito
Photo Editor........................Karla Gutierrez
Copy Editor.................Christina Benavides

Write The Rip

STAFF

EDITORIAL BOARD
First place for newspaper in 2011, third place in
2013, 2014, 2015 for CNPA General Excellence

Compiled by Karla Gutierrez

Reporters/photographers: Paige
Atkison, Issy Barrientos, Naythan
Bryant, Diana Coronado, Miranda
Defoor, Fitzgerald Graves, Fatima
Lopez, Sabrina Lopez, Hector
Martinez and Alexis Pedroza

Adviser.............................................Erin Auerbach

Photo Editor

Letters should not exceed 300 words, must be accompanied by
a signature and the letter writer’s identity must be verified.
The Rip reserves the right to edit letters, however, writers
will be given the opportunity to revise lengthy or unacceptable
submissions.
If an organization submits a letter as a group, it must be signed
by only one person, either the leader of the organization or the
letter writer. Anonymous letters will not be published.

How to reach us

-Address: Bakersfield College,
1801 Panorama Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93305
-Phone: (661) 395-4324
-Email: ripmail@bakersfieldcollege.edu
-Website: therip.com

Continued
The Renegade Rip www.therip.com

Page 7

BETTER BC: Remodeling of BC part
of Measure J’s $503 million bond
Continued from Page 1
swing space in Levinson Hall located behind the campus bookstore. The
new Veteran’s Center will be fully remodeled by 2020 and will be located in
what is now known as the Assessment Center near the LA building and the
Forum.
With the focus on two centers that every student will inevitably utilize when
attending BC, Monika Scott, Marketing and Public Relations Manager at BC
provided some insight into what students could expect from each center. She
said the new Welcome Center will be designed as a “unified location” and
“one-stop shop” where new students would be able to “become a Renegade.”
The Welcome Center will be located where the Admissions building currently sits and will be fully remodeled. A new Welcome Center will allow students
to take care of the admissions process, register for classes, pay for classes, apply for financial aid assistance and get help from Business Services.
BC has always been moving towards this. According to Scott, the Office of
Student Life, the Bakersfield College Government Association (BCSGA), the
BCSGA Conference Room, the Student Health and Wellness Center, the Panorama Grill, the cafeteria, and conference rooms would be housed in the CC,
with the campus bookstore potentially moved to a corner location with its own
storefront for more convenient access to books and supplies.
Bakersfield College has had influence in Kern County for many generations,
according to Scott. “It is one of the oldest continually operational community
colleges in the country, so when we think of upgrading this campus to have
state-of-the-art technology for here and now, for the students of the future, we
are doing what we need to take care of our future generations. The benefits are
that we are creating a better BC. We create the future workforce that stays in
Bakersfield and stays local … the lasting impact that this campus has will span
50 years from now,” she said.
The campus improvements project BC is committed to will provide students with the skills and education they need to enter the workforce and remain
competitive as the college continues to grow. Once the projects are complete,
there will be more parking space, more classroom space, more student support
service space, with upgrades, improvements, and state-of-the-art technology
equipment that will take BC and its students into the modern era.

Employment fair
for students in
industrial tech &
transportation
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National Endowment
for the Humanities
hosts for BC students
Alexis Pedroza
Reporter
Bakersfield College hosted a presentation by Alenda
Y. Chang on April 19 at 7 p.m. inside the Levan Center on Campus. This was the 3rd event sponsored the
National Endowment for the Humanities Grant (NEH).
BC Professor Josh Ottum began the presentation
by introducing guest speaker, Alenda Y. Chang with a
brief blurb about her credentials and work as a Professor at UC Santa Barbara. He also mentioned that he got
the chance to interviewed her beforehand for a podcast.
Chang greeted everyone, the proceeded to her PowerPoint presentation about humanities and the sciences.
She explained the existing divide between both
throughout history and even today and how it effects
studies.
Chang made a great statement summing up the conflict;
“literary intellectuals vs scientists” she said.
The second half of her presentation transitioned to
video games and the ecology of them. She even introduced the topic of nature and technology and how they
coexist together. Chang also mention that some people
feel video games keep people away from nature and
how that’s bad for their health. Chang let the audience

know that she loves playing video games especially
farm based applications on her mobile phone.
“I play Farmville, and other variations including in
different languages” she said.
Chang went on to discuss the many games that have
had an impact, both positive and negative. The video
game franchise Pokémon, for example has brought
about controversy she explained. Peta the animal right
activist group has openly went against the game’s objective and even criticized it by considering it animal
abuse. They even made their own version of the game
in order to raise awareness.
Chang also brought up how technology today changes the way people manage the waste produced by it.
People have also created video games about taking
care of the planet to promote a safer environment.
“This inspired me to write my own book” Chang
said. “It’s titled Playing Nature: Ecology of Video
Games”.
The audience enjoyed the presentation and even interacted in a live quiz during the PowerPoint.
Attendee Manuela Bahena enjoyed the topic of video games, “I play a lot of the video games that were
discussed in the presentation” Bahena said. “It was really cool being able to identify yourself with that.”
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Alenda Y. Chang demonstrating how a video game developer used cave exploration to create
video games during her presentation as a part of the National Endowment of the Humanities

Veteran’s Justice Program to offer BC
veterans a chance for greater success
FITZGERALD GRAVES / THE RIP

Beth Harrison from Job Development having a brief conversation
with a colleague at the Industrial Technology Employer Fair at
By Fitzgerald Graves
Reporter
The Bakersfield College Industrial Technology and Transportation
Pathway Employer Fair was held
on Thursday, April 26 in the STEM
courtyard.
Several vendors participated from
the industrial technology and transportation field.
Bakersfield college students with
applicable majors had an opportunity
to shop around locally for gainful employment.
Pathway centered employer fairs
are expected to become more frequent as staff and faculty of Bakersfield College work diligently to
connect local graduates with strong
local companies who are seeking
highly skilled individuals to invest in.
Beth Harrison, a Job Development
Specialist in Career Technical Education (CTE), along with Stephanie
Baltazar who also works in CTE,
organized the event with the goal of
forging a strong bilateral relationship
that will benefit students now as they
learn the trade as they become candidates for hire.
“This is the very first event of its
kind, where each employer fair will
be pathway specific,” Harrison said.
Having the opportunity to establish industry partnerships with various employers that are local assures
the student who are acquiring these
certifications and degrees that gainful
employment does not require moving
away.
Ghillmar Mancia, an Automotive
and Engineering student at Bakers-

field College, said, “Its pretty much
a good opportunity to meet other
employers and get to network with
people, because sometimes in this
industry it’s not what you know it’s
who you know.”
Mancia went on to say that the
event should happen more often to
and that if students are interested in
automotive technical training then
Bakersfield College has what you
need.
“Other colleges don’t have all the
things like BC that’s why I’m here
because I’m taking advantage of that
opportunity to get advance training,
use advanced equipment, and engage
advance technology,” said Mancia.
Employers attending the event
came from throughout Kern County
seeking students who were industrial
automation baccalaureate students in
hopes of acquiring new members to
their firm. Employers like Southwest
Carpenters Local 743, Wonderful Citrus, California Resource Corporation,
Kern County HR, Golden Empire
Transit, and Jim’s Supply Company
or JSC Agricultural Supply were all
at this event to introduce themselves
to ITT students.
This formal introduction of employers to students who meet industry
standards and the expectation of the
employer is the goal of Harrison and
the CTE office.
CTE is located in the FACE building in the Northeast quadrat of the
campus and students are encouraged
to stop by and have a conversation
about their employment goals as to
determine if they are on the best educational pathway.

By Melissa Puryear
Managing Editor
Veterans who have been arrested may have pro-bono
representation through a fairly new program offered by
the Veteran’s Justice Outreach Program. Randy Dickow, a veteran and Bakersfield College alumnus, was on
BC campus on April 19 to introduce himself and his
services to veteran students.
Dickow is also a pro-bono criminal defense attorney
who has practiced criminal law for 22 years in Bakersfield. He works exclusively for veterans who may find
themselves in legal trouble. Dickow said, “we’ll be
here once a month …and I’ll meet with any student
who may have a criminal case pending in Kern County
as a vet and we can help them.”
The Veteran’s Justice Program is a six-year program
which identifies veterans who would be a good match
for alternative treatment instead of incarceration. The
goal is to provide a means for helping veterans live
quality lives that facilitate recovery’s success, according to Dickow.
Six years ago, Dickow said they started a program
that offers mitigation of punishment. A veteran would
need to meet certain criteria, which are based on medical records that can establish a connection between
a veteran’s medical history, such as suffering from
PTSD, PTI, military sexual assault or any other mental
health issue, and a veteran’s military enlistment.
According to Dickow, they have had a “no fail” success rate with the program since its inception.
Over 150 veterans have been represented, of which

56 veterans, Dickow represented. Of the remaining
94 veterans Dickow said they were assisted by private
counsel he arranged or assisted through the public defender’s office.
He detailed how the program works. In the case of
most misdemeanors, veterans’ sentences could be completely diverted to counseling programs. If a veteran is
being charged with a felony, he or she could receive
instead a reduced sentence or charge.
If a veteran has a pending criminal case, prior to the
sentencing phase, Dickow advises the veteran to call
the Veteran’s Center on Golden State Highway. for an
appointment with him. He would go over the details of
the case and determine a veteran’s eligibility for representation. For those veterans who do not qualify, Dickow said that he will still do whatever he can do to help.
The two statutes that govern representation for vets
is penal section 1170.9 which governs felonies and
a misdemeanor diversion statute penal code section
1001.80, according to Dickow.
“Under the law it allows us to do our work. It works
very well here. We’ve had a lot of support from the
judges, from the district attorney’s office, and other defense attorneys,” said Dickow.
The Veteran’s Justice Outreach Program is but one
component of the many services offered by the Veteran’s Center on Golden State Highway. They also offer
veteran benefits assistance
veteran education benefits, veteran compensation
and pension benefits, military retirement benefits, veteran survivor’s benefits, general counseling services,
and specialized information and referral.

The Veteran’s Center sets up a booth at the
Renegade Crossroads on Bakersfield College’s
campus to offer services to BC veterans.
MELISSA PURYEAR
THE RIP

Avoiding a
midsummer
slump
Student Sucess: Tips, tricks and
practical advice for students
By Paige Atkison
Reporter
Summer is upon us! If you’re anything like me, your gut instinct is to
spend the weeks of your summer
lounging around in pajamas and binging on potato chips and Netflix. However, after a few weeks of nothing but
movie marathons you start to feel unproductive. Instead of falling into the
midsummer slump, I try to have one
repeating productive activity for the
summer. My five suggestions for a
summer activity are: reading, interning, volunteering, tutoring, or spending time with your family.
The favorite productive summer
activity is reading. Since I’m a regular reader, I tend to buy books yearround. I rarely have time to read for
pleasure during the semester, so I set
the books I want to read aside for the
summer.
By the time finals rolls around
my pile of books is usually two feet
high. While reading may sound like
a boring way to spend your summer,
I can guarantee you it is not. Outside
of school you’re no longer limited to
textbooks and literature you don’t understand; instead you can read what
really interests you. For example, my
favorite books to read are about early
Islamic mysticism. Whether your favorite books are short thrillers or nonfiction anthologies, it just has to be
entertaining to you. Reading things
you enjoy is a great way to relax
while keeping your mind active and
your writing skills
sharp.
If reading is too
solitary for you,
consider interning
at a local business
or organization.
Internships
can
conflict with your
school schedule, Paige Atkison
so the perfect time
to apply for one is
over summer break. This activity is
especially suited for people who like
to keep busy and socialize over the
summer. If you’re looking for ways
to get involved in an internship program, Bakersfield College offers internships with certain organizations.
If you’re looking to try something
entirely unrelated to academia, consider volunteering at a local outreach
organization such as the Bakersfield
Homeless Center.
I volunteered at a local hospital
throughout my high school career and
loved the experience. It provided an
opportunity for me to learn valuable
work skills that benefitted me later in
life. Additionally, volunteering can
provide you a sense of accomplishment and purpose. Spending time
helping people who are less fortunate
than you can help give your life perspective.
If you’re looking to make money
this summer, tutoring may be the
activity for you. Tutoring provides
an opportunity for you to brush up
on your reading and writing while
making money. It provides frequent
socialization, like interning, but has
the benefits of contributing to your
income.
Additionally, tutoring provides you
the same sense of satisfaction that can
be found through volunteering. Helping others learn challenging subjects
can give you a deeper appreciation of
your education. Find which subjects
you’re strongest in and let that be the
focus of your tutoring.
If you’re gifted in writing and reading comprehension, tutor high school
students struggling to write essays. If
you’re athletic, volunteer to coach a
local children’s sports team.The subject I tend to offer tutoring in the most
often is English grammar. If you’re
interested in tutoring, apply for a position in the tutoring center at Bakersfield College.
One of the most important goal to
accomplish this summer is spending
time with your loved ones. Whether
your loved ones are family or close
friends, spending quality time with
them can make your summer worthwhile.
Hanging out with friends is costeffective and a great way to make
memories that will last a lifetime.
Most importantly, take the time to
enjoy your summer. Do what makes
you feel most rested and prepared for
the next semester.
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Bakersfield College baseball team loses six
game winning streak against LA Pierce, 11-10
By Naythan Bryant
Reporter
The Renegades had their six game
winning streak broken in an 11-10
loss at the hands of second place LA
Pierce on April 19. Each team gave
their all and traded the lead back and
forth all the way into extra innings.
The loss sets BC baseball back by
one game as they hold onto the first
place position in the Western State
Conference (South).
Renegade pitcher Lane Cowan
started the game for BC and threw for
over six innings, allowing seven runs
on nine hits with three strikeouts.

Frankie Villasenor (3-3) closed the
game on the mound and was credited
with the loss after allowing four runs
on five hits. LA Pierce pitcher Barrett
Vonderau (4-0) was awarded with the
win and allowed only a single run on
four hits.
BC led the game 4-3 after the third
inning and extended their lead by
another three runs by the bottom of
the sixth. With a four run lead going
into the seventh inning, LA Pierce
bounced back with two hits and
loaded the bases for Brandon Lewis.
Lewis drove the ball over the fence
for a grand slam to tie the game at
7-7. The Renegades gained the lead

once again in the eighth inning only
to be answered with a solo homerun
by Lewis in the ninth. An RBI triple
by Renegade Brycin Hernandez in
the tenth inning brought BC close
to tying to game once again, but LA
Pierce closer Vonderau retired the last
batter to win the game.
Luke Lewis went three for five at
bat and registered three RBIs. Hernandez also stepped up, going three
for four with two RBIs.
BCs record moves to (19-18, 13-4
WSC) as they prepare for their next
home game against LA Valley on
April 26. The first pitch is scheduled
for 3 p.m.

NAYTHAN BRYANT / THE RIP

Bakersfield College player Joe Pineda preparing for a pitch against LA Pierce in the bottom of the
second inning on April 19.

NAYTHAN BRYANT / THE RIP

BC player Hector Ruvalcaba signaling Ryan Darbee to slide to home plate in their game against LA
Pierce on April 19.

Renegade men’s baseball
team conquers Los Angeles
Valley at Gerry Colis Field

NAYTHAN BRYANT / THE RIP

LA Pierce batter Brandon Lewis facing off against BC pitcher Lane Cowan in the top of the second
inning on April 19.

NAYTHAN BRYANT / THE RIP

Renegade baseball player Zach Williams sliding into home plate in BCs game against LA Valley.
By Naythan Bryant
Reporter
Bakersfield College baseball defeated LA Valley by a score of 7-1 on April 26. The game, played at Gerry Colis Field,
was BCs last home game of the regular conference season. The victory also clinched BCs spot in the Southern California Regional Playoffs, a task not thought to be possible after the Renegades slow start to the season.
With the win, BC currently splits a tie for the Western State Conference-South championship with LA Pierce. If BC
wins their next game against West LA on April 27, they win the championship outright.
Lane Cowan (3-2) secured the win for BC on the mound, allowing only one earned run on four hits with three strikeouts. Luke Lewis and Kyle Willman led the offensive attack with two RBIs each. Renegades Zach Williams and Colby
Freeman also registered an RBI.
The Renegades jumped to an early lead after Williams RBI double brought home base runner Ashanti Ross. BC then
took full control in the bottom of the third, scoring five runs on two hits with the help of Lewis’ RBI double.
Three more hits from BC lead to another run in the sixth as Colby Freeman score off a single from Zach Williams.
The Monarchs scored their only run of the game late in the ninth inning thanks to an RBI from Jake Shore.
The game brings BCs overall record to (20-19, 14-5 WSC). The Renegades play their last game of the conference
season at West LA on April 27 at 2:30 p.m.

NAYTHAN BRYANT / THE RIP

Bakersfield College pitcher Lane Cowan warming up in the second inning against LA Valley on April 26.
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Renegade men’s swim team come in with third
during Western State Conference Championship
By Alexandra Apatiga
Editor-in-Chief
The Bakersfield College men’s
swim team ended the Western State
Conference Championships placing
·~

....

third, after a three-day meet against
nine community colleges.
The WSC championships were
hosted at Bakersfield College from
April 19 to 21.
The final results of the champion-

ships saw Cuesta College take first
place overall for the men.
BC finished the championship with
a total score of 532, with 370 points
in the individual and 162 in relay.
Bakersfield College was also able

~,
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to take second place for both the men
and women combined with a total
score of 1067 points, just 16.5 points
behind Cuesta College’s final score
for the men and women combined.
For the final day of the conference

the Bakersfield College team place
third in the 400 free relay, with swimmers Mark Glossbrenner, Bronson
Pearce, Alejandro Lopez, and Cael
Osborn getting 3:11.18.

Osborn also placed second in the
100 yard free with a time of 46.99,
followed by Glossbrenner in fourth
with 47.23. Lopez placed third in the
200-yard back.
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BC swimmer Juan Escalante on the starting platform prepared to jump into the pool at the WSC
Championships on the final day of the three day meet.

ALEXANDRA APATIGA / THE RIP

During the Western State Conference Championship, BC’s Juan Escalante jumps from the starting
platform into the pool on the final day of the three day meet.

BC women’s swim team
place high in championship
By Alexandra Apatiga
Editor-in-Chief
The Bakersfield College women’s swim team took second place in the Western State Conference Championships.
After the three-day meet from April 19 to 21 at Bakersfield College, several community colleges competed for first
place, the title was eventually given to Santa Barbra City College.
Bakersfield College finished the WSC Championships with a total score of 535 points, 363 points coming from individuals and 172 from the rely.
In total BC had 60 entries at the beginning of the championships, with five individuals and one rely team finishing
in the top five.
Day one of the completion saw BC finish in the top spots in various events.
BC placed third in the 200-yard freestyle relay, with Jennifer Quan, Alexis Gallardo, Brittney Lumsden-Ross, and
Niquelette Rimer securing 1:43.25. Rimer, Quan and Ross along with Cynthia Maner ended up placing second in the
400-yard medley relay with a time of 4:17.43.
In the 50 yard free Rimer placed third, Bailey Pike placed fourth in the 500 free, followed by Maner in fifth and Quan
in sixth.
On the final day of the championships, BC placed third in the 400 free relay with 3:45.14. BC also placed third in both
the 200-yard breast and 200-yard back, as well as second in the 1650 yard free.

ALEXANDRA APATIGA / THE RIP

One of Bakersfield College’s swimmer on the women’s swim team swimming through the water.

ALEXANDRA APATIGA / THE RIP

During the WSC Championships on April 19 - 21, the BC’s women’s swim team compete to win.
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Tattoos and piercings are an
expression of my interests and
a permanent record of my life
By Paige Atkison
Reporter
My fascination with tattoos and
body modification began when I was
in elementary school. I have always
loved elaborate piercings and artwork
that incorporates the body.
Tattoos and piercings not only allow people to admire artwork but to
become art themselves.
My tattoos function as both an expression of my interests and a permanent record of my life.
My late grandfather had an assortment of tattoos, from the skunk tattoo
across his chest to the pin-up girl that
leaned against a palm tree on his calf.
When I was a little girl I would sit
beside him on his yellowed couch
and count the tattoos on his forearms
while he watched television.
Growing up, I had only seen men
with visible tattoos; the first time I
saw a woman with visible tattoos I
was mesmerized.
I began sketching designs that I
hoped to get tattooed one day- much
to the frustration of my mother.
I drew dozens of tattoos: a lion
to symbolize courage, pine trees to
symbolize my love of nature, verses
of scripture in a myriad of fonts. After completing each drawing I would
march them up to my mother.
“This is what I’ll look like as an
adult!” I’d say. My clicked her tongue
in disbelief.
By the time I was 17 I had tattooed
myself twice. My first tattoo, which
I refer to as a “trial tattoo,” was an
homage to my love for J.R.R. Tolkien.
Using a needle and calligraphy ink,
I tattooed the word “love” in Tolkien

Elvish on my upper thigh. While I
had not expected this tattoo method
to be truly permanent- it was.
Nearly a year later, I gave myself a
parallel tattoo of a “nazar,” a Middle
Eastern symbol of protection from
evil. This design was the first piece
that incorporated my Islamic faith.
After my first “trial” pieces, I acquired two large tattoos that had great
personal meaning to me. The first is
a large black-and-white tattoo of a
lotus flower with the eating disorder
recovery symbol in place of the flower’s stem.
The second piece is a replication of
Bilbo Baggins’ home in Lord of the
Rings that spans the majority of my
left thigh.
Both pieces of artwork were designed and tattooed by a family friend
during her apprenticeship with a professional artist.      
Though I had planned to receive
professional tattoos shortly after turning 18, it wasn’t until recently that I
was tattooed by a career artist in a tattoo shop.
For my first professional tattoo,
I chose a design that celebrates my
faith as a Sufi Muslim.
Sufism is a form of Islamic mysticism, similar to Kabbalah in Judaism
or Catholic mysticism in Christianity.
While most Americans have been exposed to the writings of popular Sufi
figures such as Rumi or Hafez, they
rarely recognize that the literature is
rooted in Islamic theology.
In fact, most English translations
of Rumi’s literature remove most of
the cultural and religious references
entirely.
Because of the lack of understanding about Sufism, Sufi Muslims are

often misidentified as a separate sect
of Islam and therefore subjected to
religious violence.
The idea for my religious tattoo
started with the last phrase of a Rumi
poem: “To every call of ‘Oh Allah,’
He answers a hundred times ‘I am
here.’”
I stumbled upon the poem while I
was hospitalized for my eating disorder. Because the poem brought me
great personal comfort, I decided I
would someday have the phrase tattooed on my chest. I wrote it down in
a notebook for safekeeping and the
thought fled my mind soon after.
Years later, I came across the poem
in a newly purchased collection of
Rumi poetry. It felt like an omen.
The final line of the poem still filled
me with confidence and warmth- and
I was just itching for a new tattoo.
I had planned to tattoo the phrase
on my chest, but I hadn’t arranged
how I would fit such a lengthy phrase
under my collarbone.
After some deliberation, I reduced
the phrase to “I am here.”
The shortened version of the sentence left more room to interpretation. “I am here” refers to both the
Sufi poem and my presence as a corporeal form.
Since the shortened line did not
require careful arrangement on the
chest, I placed the design just above
my heart.
I printed out the design, folded the
paper in half, and drove to the nearest reputable tattoo parlor. Luckily, an
artist who specialized in foreign language tattoos was there. We made an
appointment for the next day.
I arrived at the tattoo parlor 15
minutes early, hands shaking with ex-

citement. I sipped my cranberry Red
Bull and waited for the artist. After
nearly 40 minutes had passed, the artist pulled into the parking spot beside
my car, swearing and apologizing
profusely. We began setting up for the
tattoo process.
He placed the stencil on my chest,
stood back, and frowned.
“It’s not right,” he mumbled to
himself.
He wiped off the stencil, placed it
on my skin once more, and frowned
again.
He repeated this process three or
four times until he was pleased with
the placement. He gestured for me to
check the placement for myself in the
mirror. I nodded, and the tattooing
began.
I laid on my back and folded my
hands on my stomach. Once I heard
the familiar buzz of the tattoo machine, I exhaled deeply.
The last piece I had tattooed was
incredibly painful and took a total of
five hours to complete due to its size.
This tattoo was small by comparison and would only take 20 minutes
to complete.
Much to my surprise, the tattoo
was painless. The artist was attentive
and kind, frequently asking if I was
in pain. We chatted while he worked,
discussing politics and Islam.
He asked me about my faith and
the translation of the tattoo, which is
in Rumi’s native Farsi.
Once the tattooing was completed,
I walked to the mirror to examine my
new artwork. Pleased, I turned to the
artist and smiled.
I spent the next week stopping to
admire my tattoo in every reflective
surface I could find.

PAIGE ATKISON / THE RIP

Mad Dog Tattoo shop is located in downtown Bakersfield where author
recieved her first professional tattoos by a career tattoo artist after turning 18.

PAIGE ATKISON/ THE RIP

Edition of Rumi poetry by Farrukah Dhondy inspires author’s
tattoo.

PAIGE ATKISON / THE RIP

A collection of tattoo sketches from the author’s adolescence.
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with your
Summer Youth Pass!
$20 per month for unlimited rides.
Available for ages 6 to 20.
Visit our website GETBus.org for locations
to purc hase your Summer Youth Pass
or download the Cfil Token Transit app
to purchase passes from your mobile device.
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Post your bus ride on Facebook, Twitter,
or lnstagram with #GETSYP to be entered
to win a FREE Summer Youth Pass!

GETBus.org or call us at 661.869.2438.
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